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PUBLIC 


PAPERS, 


Pavers relating to the Negotiations carried on between Great-Britain and France, between the 


conclusion of the Treaty of Amiens, 25th March, 1802, and the recal of Lord Whitworth | 


from Paris, 12th of May, 1803, including 


divers Papers from the English Ministers at the 
g 


Hacue, Berlin, Vienna, St. Pétershurgh, Copenhagen, and Hamburgh ; to which is added 
~ > ] > 3 os 8 ’ g ? 


an APPENDIX, Containing offensive Papers; published by France, Se, §e. 


Parliament, by his Majesty's command, on the 18th of May, 1803.* 


London, May 23, 1802. 

No, 1.—(Translation.)—My Lord, The 
10th article of the treaty of Amiens, which 
fives the new organization of the Order of 
\falta, having prescribed various measures, 
to the execution of which it is necessary that 
tle two principal contracting powers should 
concur, the First Consul has named General 
Vial as minigter plenipotentiary to the Order 


and Island of Malta, for the purpose of con- | 


certing with the person whom his Britannic 
§ Majesty shall appoint for that purpose, re- 
specting the execution of the arrangements 
agreed upon im the late treaty. General 
Vial will set out on his destination as soon as 
your excellency shall have informed ‘me of 
, his Majesty's intentions, and of the choice he 
} May make. I have the honour to be, &c. 
Lord Hawkesbury, &c. §e.  Orro. 
. Downing-street; May 24, 1802. 
No. 2.—Sir, In answer to your letter of 
yesterday, in which you communicate to me 
‘he nomination, by the First Consul, of 
Ceneral Vial to be minister plenipotentiary 
or the French Republic, to the Order of Saint 
John of Jerusalem ; I have the honour to in- 
‘orm you that the King has been pleased to 
“Ppoint Sir Alexander Ball to be his Ma- 
ssty’s minister to the Order. Sir Alexander 
Ball will shortly proceed to Malta, and will 














ue necessary measures for carrying i 
, rrying into ef- 
»- the arrangements relative to that island, 
ay are stipulated in the 10th article of 
= chnitive treaty of peace. I have the 
Our to be, &c. HawkKEsBury. 
M. Otto, &e. &e. 
oo: 3.— Extract of a dispatch from Lord 
: Helens to Lord Hawkesbury. dated St. 
ersburgh, April 23, 1802. hope very 
* Thie a “ 





























: Meseiges ‘0 Parliament, the divers Pro- 
’ Z to thi eretions, Lnstructions, ° &c. &e. re- 
oper tiéide hese will be fennd under their 
the head ef see eins $0 the Table of Contents, 










e instructed to concert with General Vial | 


soon to be enabled to re-dispatch your lord- 
ship’s last messenger with the answer of this 
government to the communications which | 
have made to them, in obedience to his 
Majesty’s commands, respecting the 10th 
article of the treaty of Amiens. In 
the mean time I must not conceal'from your 
lordship, that there is great reason to fear 
that his Imperial Majesty will deciine taking 
part in the proposed joint guaranty of the 
possessions and new constitution of the Order 
of Malta, 

No. 4.—Lxtract of a dispaich from Lord 
St. Helens to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Peters- 
burgh, May.7, 1802.—-1 have reason to hope 
that the first impressions that have been pro- 
duced here by certain parts of the arranges 
ment relative to Malta, have been removed, 
and that his Imperial Majesty may even be 
ultimately induced to guaranty the whole of 
that arrangement; provided that the steps 
which have been taken towards the election 
of a new Grand Master, according to the 
mode suggested by this court, be considered 
as fulfilling what is required on that head b 
the latter part of the paragraph of the 10 
article of the treaty of Arsiens; and conse- 
quently that no new election for that office is 
to take place in the manner pointed out by 
the former part of the same stipulation. 

Downing-street, June 5, 1602. 
No.5.—Sir, I informed you in my dispatch 
No. 10, that M. Otto had made an official 
communication to me, that General Vial was, 
appointed by the First Consul minister pleni- 
potentiary to the Order of St. Jobn of Jerusa- 
lem. Sir Alexander Ball has been in conse- 
quence invested with the same character by. 
his Majesty. He will proceed immediately 
to Malta, and he will receive instructions to 
concert with General Vial the best means of 
carrying into complete effect tbe stipulations 


‘ contained in the 10th article of the definitive 


treaty. 


By the paragraph marked No. 1, in 
that aiticle 


, it is stipulated :-—“ The Knighte 
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of the Order, whose langues shall continue | nister,, to the note verbale which I delivered 


* to subsist after the exchange of the ratif- 
* cations of the present treaty, are invited 
* to return to Malia as soon as that exchange 
* shall have’ taken place: They shall there 
© forin a General Chapter, and shal 

© to the election of a Grand Master, to be 
* chosen from amongst the natives of those 
© nations which preserve langues, if no such 
“ election shall have been already made 
*% since the exchange of the ratifications of 
“ the preliminary articles of peace.” —— The 
object of this paragraph was, that in the 
event of an election having taken place sub- 
sequent to the exchange of the ratifications of 
the preliminary articles of peace, and ante- 
cedent to the conclusion of the definitive 
treaty, that election should be considered as 
valid; and though no mention is made in 
the article of the proclamation of the Em- 
peror of Russia, soon after his aceession to 
the throne, by which the Knights. of the 
Order were invited to assemble, and to pro 
ceed to the election of a Grand Master, the 
stipulation in question evidently referred to 
the contingency in consequence of that pro- 
clamation. You willinform the French go- 
vernment, that his Majesty is ready to con- 
sider the election which has lately taken place 


at St. Petersburgh, under the auspices of the | 


Emperor of Russia, to be valid, according to 
the stipulation in the 10th article. His Ma- 
jesty bas no other object in the whole of 
this (ransaction, than that the 10th articie of 
the treaty may be fairly executed; and that 
the arrangement may be carried into com- 
plete execution with as little difficulty as pos- 
sible. Asthe 13th paragraph in the .10tb 
article stipulates that the governments of 
Austria, Russia, and Prussia, should be in- 
vited to accede to the arrangements respect- 
ing Malta, it is desirable that the French go- 
vernment should instruct, without delay, 
their ambassadors or ministers at Vienna, 
Petersburgh, and Berlin, to make, conjointly 


. -@ ‘ . 

_to him, containing his Majesty’s propositions 
| respecting the execution of some points of 
the arrangements relative to Malta, con. 
‘tained in the 10th article of the definitive 

treaty of peace. You will find the entire ac. 
| quiescence of this government to those pro- 
positions, expressed in a very satisfactor; 
manner. 

(Inclosure referred to in-No. 6.)—His Bri- 
| tannic Majesty’s minister plenipotentiary hes 
the honour to transmit herewith to Citizen 
| Talleyrand, minister for the foreign affairs of 
}ihe Freneh Republic, the “ note verbale” of 
| the communication he has been ordered to 
{make to bim by his government, who are 
| desirous that the proposals it contains may be 
| acteptable to the French government; and 
ithey may be assured, that the British go- 
| vernment, in making these proposals, have 
/no other object in view than to facilitate, in 
ithe easiest manner, the execution of the 

treaty of Amiens, and to aet in this respect 
| in perfect harmony with the French govern- 
iment. Mr. Merry has the honour to renew, 
, On this occasion, the assurances of his high 
' consideration for M, ‘Talleyrand. 
| Paris, Sth June, }80?2. Ant. Merry. 
} The citizen minister for foreign affairs will 
| find inclosed a list of sutfrages obtained from 
| several priories of the Order of St. John ot 
| Jerusalem, for the election of a Grand Mas- 
| ter, which has been received from St. Peters- 

burgh by the British government, wilh le 
_ notice that these priories have agreed amongst 
| themselves, that. his holiness the Pope sas 
| Select (pro hae vice), from amongst the can 
; didates therein specified, the person wuo ' 
' to fill the post of Grand Master. His Bii- 
tannic Majesty on his part is willing to cot 
sider an eleetion so made as valid, accor mnt 
| to the stipulations of the 10th article of th: 
| treaty of Amiens. His Majesty, thereior, 
| is ready to acknowledge, in quality of Grate 

Master, the person whom the Pope so 





: ; - ey - the 
with his Majesty’s ministers at those courts, } think proper go fix upon, from amongst 


an official communication, desiring the ac-} names contained in that list. 


lis Majcs') 


cession of those powers to the arrangements} has no other end in view in this, than to 


relative to Malta in the definitive treaty; by | 
which it is provided, that the independence | 
ot the island, and the other stipulations, shall 
be under the guarantee of those powers, in 
conjunction with his Majesty, the French 
government, and the King of Spain. I have 
the honour to be, &c. Hawkessury. 
» Anthony Merry, Esq. &c. &c. 

No. 6.—Extrace of adispatch from Anthony 
Mervy, Esq. to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Paris, 
June 17, apn ga have now the honour to 
transmit to your lordship, inclosed, copy of 
pec Nechoh ee Sight, (thoneie 











‘accede to the said arrangement. 








. ¢ last night, (though; 
dated eight days back), ffom the Fench wi | tom 00 


the 10th article of the treaty of Amiens ¢\7 
fulfilled, and the arrangement it con! 
executed with as little difficulty as poss! 
It is stipulated by the 13th paragraph oF * 
same article, that the Austyian, Russia, “" 
Prussian governments, shail be solicite* . 
British government is of opinion that a 
might Ae r for that, of F og 
send, without. delay, instructions t0 Ret 
ministers at Vienna, carmen & on Br 
conjoin : 

trie, “Majesty's ministers a commutis 

powers, in which they **° 
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be invited to accede to the arrangeme ent | accession provided by 10th article of the 

respecting Malta, by which the indepen: | treaty of Amiens. 

dence of the island, and the other sfipu-) Paris, 10ch Pradriv 

lations relative thereto, are placed under the 
guarantee of those igtehs ry | ge 7 


t. 


Iso, 


Pa ris, fk we Ly 


protect! on and I had occasion to sce 


conjal )j ntly with their Britannic and Catholic | M. Talleyran ! yesterday ; afiernoon, for the 
May st es, and the French Repul ylic. ‘purpose of introducing to Minh: | by ‘appoint- 
xslation of Note referred te in No. 6.— ie. some English gentlemen, previously 


Th he ode rsigned, 


minister for fore! eign at- | to their pres sentation i do y {to the Fir 


fairs, has the honour to transmit to M. i sul. Ha vin 8 & rone first alone into nu 
} , ’ 
Merry, his Britannic Majesty’s minis ter ple- | nister’s cabi » he said, that he bad. beén 


nip teat iy 


bidad 


rial. He doubts not that his Majesty's. mi- 
proof of | 


net will see in this answer a new 
‘e constant dispositions of the First Consul 
to come to an agreement with the Englis! 
government, for the securing and facilitating 
the excecution of the respective clauses of the 
treaty which has re-established peace between 


the two states. The undersigned has the ho- 


nour to renew te M. Merry the assurance of 


his hich consideration. 


C, M, Tarreyrann. | 


Paris, 20th Prairigl, Year 10. 

[The minister for foreign affairs of the | 
Frencl h Republic has received the commu- 
on which has been made to him by his 
Britannic Majesty’s minister plenipotentiary, : 
of the list of the candidates nominated py | 
the votes of the different prio: ies to’ the 
Grand Mastership of the Order of Malia; 

nd he has submitted to the First Censul the 
propo al concerted between the ‘priories of | 
the Order, and approved by. his Britannic 
Miajes ty, of submitting (p ro hac vice) to 
7 Holi iness the choice among the pro- 

sed candidates. ‘The First C onsul has no 
other object in whatever relates to the Order 
of Malta, than to see the 10th article of the 
treaty of Amiens duly executed, and to re- 

“ove all the obstacles which might render | 

at execution tardy or difficult. "He more- 
over desives equally with his Britannic Ma- 
ity, that France and EF ngland should act in 
“oncert, in order the better to secure the in 
i Dendenee aad the organization of the Or- 
der of Malta. He therefore consents that 

choi¢e of its Grand Master, from the 
ee ndidates proposed by the votes ‘of the 
te ‘taal should for this time be submitted to 
the pe “ to the 13th paragraph of 
the power ie €, respecting the accession of 
wt a om ~) : ¢ First Consul ‘thinks with his 
invited ¥4 wet that the powers should be 
mentsagreed w elf oad to the arrange- 

t the asa oi and the French ministers 
shail éahesia Nhe Russia, and Prussia, 
onjointly wa ith hy receive orders to take, 

isters A Britannic Majesty’s mi- 

: kee FY steps for oblaining the 


nical 


th 


iF 











, his answer to the note verbale | 
hich he ph Pe ‘ssed to him on the 8th Prai- | 


} 


directed by Gen neral Buonapart?, to represent 


fo me several circum stances which stood v 
{much in the way of that pe rfect econicilts. 
{fion and go ¥ understanding be K en the 
| (wo countries and the ir gov ernment(s, "whisk 


it was the First Consul’s sincere wish to see 
| re-established, in oper that such ob 
might be removed before the arriv: il in Lon- 
| don of the French amba because, al- 
} though the circumstances in ques Gon had al. 
ready produced a very di sagreeab e cilect, 
|v vhilst only M, Otto, as minister, 9 ad to wit- 
ness them, they would acquire ; great addie 
‘tion of force if they should still exist when 
| the ambassador should be present and since 
| the First Consul had given orders for Gene- 
| ral Andrcossy to proceed | o his destination 
' with as little ‘delay as possible, he wish sh iat 
, { should take an early opportunity to give an 
account to your lords ship, of the obs ott iltian 
which he was charged to make to me. After 
a preface to this ctect, M. ‘Talleyrand pro- 
ceeded to state to me, that the accounts 
which M. Otto had transmitted to me of the 
disgust and inconvenience which he could 
not but feel and experience at meeting free 
quentiy at his Majesty’ s court, and at other 
places, the French princes, and some French 
persons still decorated with the insignia of 


; 
ct tae 
ee re sLe 


sador; ; 








trench orders which no longer existe d ; and 
at seeing the countenance and support which 
continued to be given in England, to what 
he termed the ci-devant French bish ‘Ops, as 
well as to other r ersons (he here mentioned 
Georges) inimical tothe present government of 
France, had affected so stronely the First Cori 
sul, and were in fact so ‘calculated to prevent 
that s system of cordiality which he was anxious 
to see established, that it was incnmbent upon 
‘him to express his wish, that his Majesty's 
government might be disposed to remove out 
of the British domini: ons, all the French 
princes and’their adherents, together with 
the French bishops, and other French indivi- 
duals*whose political principles end conduct 
must necessarily occasion great jealousy to 
the French’ government. He continved to 
observe, that the protection and favour which 
all'the persons in question continued to meet 
with, in a country so close a neishbour te 
A’? 
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an encouragement to the disaffected here,| has been mentioned to you, it is important 
even without those persons themselves being | that you should take a proper opportunity to 
guilty of any acts tending to foment fresh dis. explain, candidly and fairly, to the French 
turbances in this country; bur that the go- | government, the line of conduct which his 
vernment here, possessed proofs of the abuse | Majesty feels it to be his duty to pursue in 


which they were now making of the protec-} this very delicate business, 
tion which they enjoyed in England, and of | 


the advantage they were taking of the vicini- 
ty of their situation to France, by being reallv 
guilty of such acts, since several printed :pa- 
pers had lately been intercepted, which’ it 
was kvuwn they had sent, and caused to be 
circulated in France, and which had for ob- 
ject to create an opposition to the govern- 
ment. I cannot, my lord, do betier than. re- 
fer you to what you will have read in the 
French official paper of the day before yes. 
terday, under the article of Paris, for the 
exact text of M. Talleyrand’s discourse upon 
this subject; which he concluded by saying, 
that he thought the residence of Louis XVIIL 
was now the proper place for that of the rest 
of the family, and that I might add this sug- 
gestion in "J report to your lordship. I an. 
swered the French minister, that withcut any 
reference to you, 1 could assure him, that 
the practices of the French residing in Eng- 
land, of which he complained, had not been 
encouraged, nor would be countenanced by 
his Majesty’s government; which was as sin- 
cerely disposed to cultivate harmony and a 
good understanding between the two coun- 
tries, as he had represented the First Consul 
to be; but that I could by no means say how 
far they would be disposed to adopt the mea- 
sures which he had intimated to be General 
Buonaparté’s wish that they should pursue, in 
order to remove so effectually, ‘every thing 
which might not perhaps be considered 
equally by them, as giving just cause of of.- 


fence or jealousy to France. M. Tulleyrand | 7 
| promote any designs injurious to the gover: 


did not rejoin upon the matter; but afked 
me when I proposed writing. Upon my re- 
plying I should lose no'time, he said, that if 
should write as to-day, he would avail him. 
self of the opportunity to convey a letter.to 
M. Otto, fp 33 4 ; 
1 have-the honour to be, &e. 
(Signed) A.Merry. 
The Rt. Hon. Lord tiawkesvury, &c. &c. 
‘ Downing-street, June 10,. 1802. 
- No. 8—Sir, Your dispatches of the 4th 
instant were received on Monday night, and 
have been laid before the King. The ac- 
count given in that dispatch of the conversa. 
tion w fo 'y a on the " instant, between 
you alleyrand, respecting the 
French princes and their.adherents, Siena 
have afforded. here considerable surprize if 
his Majesty’s government had not in some 
degree been prepared for it by information 
which had been previously received: from 


His Majesty 
would certainly consider it inconsistent with 


peace, between him and the French Repub. 
lic, to encourage or countenance any pro. 
jects that might be hostile to the present go. 
vernment of France. He is sincerely de. 
sirous that the peace which has been con. 
cluded may be permanent, and may lead to 
the establishment of a system of good un. 
derstanding and harmony between the two 
countries, With these sentiments he is dis- 
posed to employ all the means in his rw 
to guard against any circumstance which can 





have the effect of disturbing the tranquillity 
that has been so happily restored; and he 
certainly expects that all foreigners who may 
reside within his dominions should not only 
hold a conduct conformable to the laws of 
the country, but should abstain from all acts 
which may be hostile to 1! em of 
any country with which his Majesty may be 
at peace. As long, however, as they cov- 
duct themselves according to these principles, 
his Majesty would feel it inconsistent with 
his dignity, with his honour, and with the 
common laws of hospitality, to eran them 
of that protection which individuals resident 
in his dominions can only forfeit by their 
own misconduct, The greater part of the 

rsons to whom allusion bas been made in 
ML Talleyrand’s conversation with you, ar 
living ig retirement, and his Majesty has no 
reason whatever to suppose that since the 
conclusion of peace they have availed them- 





/ 
} 


selves of their residence in this country © 


ment of France. 
1 have the honour to be, &c. 


Auth. Merry, §c. §c. HawkeEsBury. 


Paris, June 17, 1802. 

No. 9:—My Lord, I have the honour © 
acquaint your lordship, that I have execute 
ihe instructions given me by your secret 3° 





confidential dispatch (No, 14), in cons 


ff qugnce of the communication from M. !é 


; . : : ber 
leyrand, which I transmitied in my Nom 
2: respecting the residence of the age 
princes, and other French persons 19° 
jesty’s dominions. 
ane th's business to the, French —, 
I tuok care to express, in the strongest, Ae 
ner, the assurances which your Ipra 
authorized me to give of his Majesty § iy 
cere desire that the peace which has nee 
been concluded should be cep tei of 8 








chat it should lead to the establish 


4 


[1000 


France must alone he always considered as, the manner, however, in which this subject 


both the letter and spirie of the treaty of 


In delivering my ** * 
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| Consideration of the King’s dignity and ho- 


“Fr Coaversation on this head_ terminated 
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system of harmony and good understanding 
between the two countries ; and that, as his 
Majesty’s conduct would, in every respect, 
be guided by those sentiments, he of course 
would not tolerate, much less encourage, any 
proceedings on the part of persons within his 
dominions, which might be hostile to the 
present government of France: which as- 
surances might, I trusted, be sufficient to 
tranquillize and satisfy the First Consul, with- 
out recurring to the measures which had 
been intimated to me, and which could not 
but be considered as inconsistent with his 
Majesty’s dignity and honour, as well as with 
the common laws of hospitality, which he 
could not but observe towards foreigners in 
his dominions, until they should have for- 
feited that protection by their misconduct. 
M. Talleyrand expressed to me in reply, 
that the First Consul had solicited no more 
than the British government itself had, at the 
time, demanded of France, when the Pre- 
tender was in this country, and then had 
been practised between other governments 
under similar circumstances: that he could 
not see any humiliation in the measure which 
he had intimated to me; that he could assure 
me it had not been suggested with any such 
idea; and that he could only repeat, that the 
adoption of it would be in the highest de- 
gree agreeable and satisfactory to the First 
Consul, and be considered by him as the most 
convincing proof of his Majesty's disposition 
lo see a cordial good understanding establish- 
ed between the two countries; concluding 
his answer with a request that I would report 
it to your lordship. _E- rejoined upon the sub- 
ject by observing to the French minister, 
that even without adverting to the serious 


hour, the feelings of the people of England 
were to be taken into account on the. occa- 
‘lon: that he must be sensible the relative 
‘tuation, hitherto, of the two countries, 
“pecially in regard to trade, afforded his 
Majesty’s subjects no room to reap those ad- 
Vaulages which were common to, and which 
Were always expected from a state of peace, 
~ that it therefore appeared to m2 that the 
inst Censul would equally give a proof of his. 
ee: to see harmony and a friendly in- 
Sate re-established between the two na- 
ru . Y Hot repeating his wish upon a mat- 
= uch would operate in the strongest. 
ron we. #gainst such an. approximatien and 
1 onciliation of sentiments, were. it, even 
ee come to the knowledge of his Ma- 
* 'YS subjects, 7 am my lord, to 
> that M. Talleyr : no arnt hy 
ut ee marked eagerness, in his. manner 
vip Ete #0 my communication: and. that- 
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with the last remarks I made to him, when 
he changed it to another subject. 1 have the 
honour to be, &c. AnTH. Merry, 

Rt. ion. Lord Hawkesbury, Sc. &c. 

Portman-square, July 25, 1802. 

No. 10.—TJranslation.—My Lord, I trans. 
mitted, some time ago, to Mr. Hammond, a 
number of Peltier, containing the most gross 
calumnies against the French government, and 
against the whole nation; and I observed, 
that I should probably receive an order to d@ 
mand the punishment of such an abuse of the 
press. That order is actually arrived, and J 
cannot conceal from you, my lord, that the 
reiterated insulis of a small number of fo- 
reigners, assembled in London to conspire 
against the French government, produce the 
most unfavourable effects on the good un- 
derstanding between the two nations. Even 
though the first article of the treaty of Amiens 
had not provided for ihe maintenance of that 
respect, which two independent nations owe 
to each other ; the yeneral maxims of the law 
of nations would formally condemn so revolt- 
ing an abuse of the liberty of the press. It 
cannot be believed, that the law can give 
more latitude to a libellist than to any other 
individual, who, without declaration of war, 
should permit himself to violate the duties of 
good neighbourhocd, The offence in ques3 
tion is so much the more serious, as its object 
is evidently to disturb the harmony which 
subsists between the two governments, It is 
not to Peltier alone, but to the editor of the 
“ Courier Francois de Londres,” to Cobbett, 
and to other writers who resemble them, that 
I have to direct the attention of his Majesty’s 
government. _‘The,perfidious and malevolent 
publications of these men, are in open con- 
tradiction to the principles of peace, and if it 
could ever enter into the mind of the French 
government to permit retaliation, writers 
would doubtles be found in France, willing 
to avenge their countrymen by filling their 
pages with odious reflections on the most re- 
spectable persons, and on the dearest insti- 
tutidhs of Great Britain. The want of posi- 
tive laws against these sorts of offences cannot 
palliate the violation of the law of, nations,, 
according to which peace should put a stop 
‘to all. species. of hostilities; and doubtless, 
those which wound the honour and reputa~ 
tion of a government, and which tend to 
cause a revolt-of the people, whose interests, 
are confided.to that government, are the most 
apt to lessen. the advantages of peace, and to, 
up national resentments, I have. thes 


honour to be, &c. ‘ 

_.« » (Signed). Ortos 
To his Excellency Lord Hawkesbury, 
Minister and Secretary of State for 
the Foreign Depa riment, 
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receive his report, I shall have the honour of 
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ger the public tranquillity, or at least the good 


No. 1}.—Sir, I have the honour to ac- | understanding that forms the basis of it, and 


knowledge the receipt of your letter on the 
subject of the last number of Peltier. It is 
impossible that his Majesty’s government 
could peruse the article in question without. 





the greatest displeasure, and without an anri- | 
us desire that the person who published it | 
should suffer the punishment he so justly de- | 
serves. “The calumnies, however, to which 
his Majesty’s government, and many of the 
best subjects in this country, are frequently 
exposed in the public prints, must necessarily 
convince all foreign governments of the dif- 
ficulties which exist in a constitution like that 
of Great Britain, In preventing the abuse 
which is often unavoidably attendant on the 
greatest of all political benefits; and though 
publications of this nature are, as they cer- 
tainly ought to be, by the law of England, 
subject to punishment, itis often difficult to 
ith the guilt of an individual so satisfactori- 
y as to obtain the judgment of a court of jus- 
tice; and the inconvenience which arises 
from prosecution, unless there is a reason- 
able prospect of success, is frequently sufi- 





cient to deter both the government and indi- 
viduals from undertaking it.. In the present 
ease | have thought it my duty to refer the 
article in question to his Majesty’s Attorney 
General, for his opinion whether it is or is 
not a libel, according to the construction of 
the law of England, and whether it is such a 
Ribel as he would, under all the circumstances, 
recommend for prosecution. As soon as | 


communicating it toyou. 1} have the honour 
to be, &c. (Signed) Hawkessury. 
M. Otto, Sc. &e. 

No. 12.— (Translation. )—Note.—The un- 
dersigned minister plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic haying submitted to his go- 
vernment the letter which his Excellency 
Lord Hawkesbury, minister and principal se- 
cretary of state of his Britannic Majesty, did 
him ‘the honour of writing under date of 
the 27th Jnly, is directed to offer the follow- 
ing observations :—If the British government 
tolerates venstires upon the acts of its admi- 
nistration, and» the personal abuse of the 
most respectable men, it does not suffer even 
the slightest attempt against’'the public tran- 
quillity, the fundamental daws of the empire, 
andthe supreme authority which arises from 
them. Every nation is, moreover, at liberty 
to sacrifice any advantage whatever in its in- 
terior, in order to obtain another to which it 
attaches a higher value; but the government 
which does not repress the licentiousness of 
the press, when it may be injurious to the he- 
nour or the interests of ers, would 





afford an opportunity for libellists to endan- 


whenever such serious injuries are continued 
in a regular and. systematic manner, doubts 
must arise as to its own dispositions. The 
particular Jaws and constitution of Great Bri. 
tain are subordinate to the general principles 
of the law of nations, which supercede ‘the 
laws of each individual state.’ If it bea right 
in England to allow the most extensive |i- 
berty to the press, it is a public right of po. 
lished nations, and the bounden duty of ¢o. 
vernments to prevent, repress, and punish, 
every attack which might by those means 
be made - against the rights, the inte. 
rests, and the honour of foreign powers, 
This general maxim of the law of nations has 


never been mistaken without paving the way. 


for the greatest divisions, and has “even fur 
nished in England a plausible pretext to those 
who have written volumes to prove the necessiiy 
of the Inst war against France, Are these 
men now desirous of presenting to the 
Consular government a weapon which they 
have wielded with so much address? And 
can they flatter themselves that the authority 
which has signed the peace has not power to 
maintain it? By the first article of the treaty 
of Amiens, the two Leach agree to affard no 
protection, either directly or indirectly, to 
those who should cause prejudice to any of 
them. But the greatest of all injuries doubt- 
less is, that which tends to debase a foreign 
government, or to excite within its termtory 
civil and religious commotions ; and the most 
decided of all protections, is that which 
places under the safeguard of the laws, men 
who seck not only to disturb the politica! 
tranquillity of Europe, but even to dissolve 
the first bonds of society. The undersigned 
minister must moreover observe, that this 1s 
not a question respecting some paragraph 
which, through the inadvertence of an cdl 
tor, might have been accidentally inserted m 
a public print; but it is a question of a deep 
and contmued system of defamation, directed 
not only against the Chief of the French nz 
public, but against all the constituted autho- 
rities of the Republic, against the whole * 
tion, represented by these libellers in a 
most “and degrading terms. It has 
even been remarked that many of these pn 
contain an ‘appeal to the French peor'’ 
against the government and fundamen” 
laws of their country. | If these observatic' 










apply to the English writers, who, for thes 
thee ‘ith ast.” ve deluged the publ! 
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gratifying their hatred against: France, and 
undermining the foundations of peace.— 


Jt is not merely by insulting and seditious | . 
Lord Ha wWaesou ry. 


writings, evidently published with a view to 
circul lation in France, but by other incen- 
ary papers distributed through the maritime 
pak 2-8 in order to excite the evil-dis- 
posed or weak inhabitants to resist. the exe- 
cution of the Corcordate, that the implaca- 
ble enemies of France continue to. exercise 
hostilities and to provoke the just indigna- 
in of the French government and people. 
Not a doubt exists of these writings having 
been composed and circulated by Georges, 
and by the former bishops of France. . These 
men can no longer be considered but as re- 
bels against bo th politic al and religious au- 
thority ; anc d after their reiterated attempts to 
disturb the good understanding between the 
two governments, their residence in England 
militates openly against the spirit and letter 
of the treaty of peace. The meetings like- 
ise which have taken place in the island of 
le rsey, and the odious plots which are there 
framed, in spite of the representations which 
the undersigned minister has already taken 
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be ‘ransported to Canada, according tothe in- 
tention which the undersigned has been directed 
fo transmit to his ZOVCHINNCRE al thy request of 


5th. That, in order to deprive the evyil- 
di isposed of every pretext for disturbing the 
good under: tanding | between tke two go- 
vernments, it shall be recommended to the 
princes of the House of. Bourbon at} p resent 


i 


(in Great Britain, lo repair to Warsaw, the 


' 


care to make on this subject, also demand | 


unmediate measures to be taken by a govern- | 


ment, the neighbour and friend of France. 


Other persons (attached, by recollections | 


never to be effaced, and by regrets too long 
lostered, to an order of things which no 
longer exists in France) find themselves daily 
implicated by the plots of those who pretend | 
to serve them. A sense of their own repu- | 
tation will without doubt lead them to avoid | 
atocus of intrigues, with which they ought | 
hot to hawe the least connection. _ Peace 
happily re-established, the mutual desire of 
the two governments to render it solid and 
_ ting, and the general interests of huma- 
‘ty, require that all these causes of dissa- 
usfaction should be done away, and.that his 
Majesty’s ministry should, by frank and 
o rgetic measures, manifest their disappro- 
wa ong of all the attempts made to produce 
‘ew divisions. The undersigned has in con- 
*quence received especial orders to solicit— 
F : . by his Majesty’s government will 
on cs . most effectual measures to put a 
ce . wg ee and. seditious publi- 
eri is With which the newspapers and other 
ope rinted in pegand are filled. 
s valenignd pet individuals mentioned in the 
bse shell epee poe of the 23d July 
3d. T Te x a of the island of tees 
St. Pol de Te ¢ former Bishops of Arras and 
under the wits, amine those, | who like them, 
sete a ie , seek to raise 
Mice seen of France, sia 


Georges. and his adherents shall 


| 


SS 








residence of the head of their ta nv. 

6th. ‘Phat such of the French emigrants 
as still think proper to wear the orders and 
decorations belonging to the ancient govern- 
ment of France, shall be required to quit the 
lerritory of the briush empire. 

These demands are founded upon the 
Treaty of Amiens, and upon the verbal as- 
surances that the undersigned minister has had 
the satisfuction to receive in the course of the 
negocuations, wih regard to a mutual agree- 
ment for mamtaimng tranguall ty und g good or- 
der in the two countries. If any one in par- 
ticular of these demands does not ae sO 
immediately from the treaty concluded, it 


| would be easy to justify it by striking exam- 


ples, and to prove how very attentive the 
: British government has been in times of in- 
ternal fe ermentation, to remove from the ter- 
ritory of a neighbouring power those whe 
might endanger the public tranquillity.— 
Whatever may be the protection which the 
English laws afford to native writers and to 
other subjects of his Majesty, the French 
government knows that foreigners do not 
here enjoy the same protection; and that the 
law, known by the title of the dlien dct, 
gives the ministry of his Britannic Majesty 
an authority which it has often exercised 
against foreigners whose. residence, was pres 
judicial to the interests of Great Britain, 
The first clause of this Act states exp ressly, 
that any order in council which requires a 
foreigner to quit the kingdom shall be exe- 
chat ene: pain of imprisonment and trans- 
portation. ‘There exists, therefore, in the 
ministry 2 legal and sufficient power to re- 
strain foreigners, without having recourse to 
the courts of. law, and the French govera- 
ment, which offers on. this point a perfect 
reciprocity, thinks it gives a new proof of 
its pacific intentions, by de:nanding that those 
persons may. be seat away, whose machina- 
tians uniformly tend to sow discord between 
the two people. It owes to itself and to the 
nation at Jarge, (which has made it the de- 
pository of its power and of its honour), not 
to appear insensible to insults and to plots 
during profound peace, which. the irritation 
of open war could not justify, and it is too 
| well acq vainted with the conciliatory dispo- 
sitions cf the British Ministry, not to rely 
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upon its efforts to disperse a faction equally 
the enemy of France and England. 
undersigned minister seizes this opportunity 
to present to his Excellency Lord Hawkes- 
bury, the homage of his respectful consider- 
ation. (Signed) Orto. 
London, 17th August, 1802. 
Downing-street, August 28, 1802. 
No. 13.——Sir, I send you the copy of a 
letter which I received some days ago from 
M. Otto, together with a copy of an official 
note inclosed in it. I have informed M. 
Otto, that you would receive instructions to 
enter into explanations with the French go- 
vernment on the several points to which it 
refers. It is impossible not to feel consider- 
able surprize at the circumstances under 
which it has been thought proper to present 
such a note; at the stile in which it is drawn 
up, and at the complaints contained: in it. 
Whatever may be the general dispositions of 
the French government towards this country, 
Supposing them to beas hostile as they have 
been at any former period, or even more so, 
it would appear so contrary to their interest 
to provoke a war with us at the present mo- 
ment, that [ am inclined to ascribe their con- 
duct, in the whole of this business, more to 
temper, than to any other motive; but whe- 
ther their conduct is to be referred to tem- 
per or to policy, the effects of it may still be 
the same ; it is therefore become of the ut- 
most importance’ that a frank explanation 
should be made of the line of conduct which 
his Majesty has determined to adopt on rea- 
sons of the nature of those to which this 
note refers, and of the motives on which it 
is founded ; and it is to be hoped that such 
an explanation will have the effect of putting 


. an end to a course of proceeding which can 


lead only to perpetual irritation between the 
two governments, and which might ultimate- 
ly tend to the most serious consequences. 
The first consideration that naturally arises 
on this transaction, is that of the peculiar 
circumstances under which the note of M. 
Otto has been presented. It cannot be de- 
nied that some very improper paragraphs 
have lately appeared in some of the i:nglish 
newspapers against the government of France; 
it cannot be denied likewise, that publica- 
tions of a still more improper and indecent 
nature have made their appearance in this 
country, with the names of foreigners ‘af- 
fixed to them. Under these circumstances 
the French Government would have been 
warranted in expecting every redress that the 
laws of this country could afford them; but 
as, instead of seekiag it in the ordinary 
course, they have thought fit to resort to re- 
crimination themselves, or at least to autho- 
rize it in others, they could have no right to 
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j complain if their subsequent appeal to his 
Majesty had failed to produce the effect that 
otherwise would have attended it. Whar. 
ever may have been the nature of the prior 
injury, they have in fact taken the law into 
their own hands; and what is this recrimi- 
nation and retort? The paragraphs in the 
inglish newspapers, the publications to which 
I have above referred, have not appeared un- 
der any authority of the British government, 
and are disavowed and disapproved of by 
them; but the paragraph in the Moniteur 
has appeared in a paper avowedly official, for 
which the government are therefore cunsi- 
dered as responsible, as his Majesty’s go- 
vernment is responsible for the contents of 
the London Gazette. And this retort is not 
confined to the unauthorized English news- 
papers, or to the other publications of which 
complaint is now made, but is converted in- 
to, and made a pretence for a direct attack 
upon the government: of his Majesty. /is 
Majesty feels it beneath his dignity to make «ay 
formal complaint on this occasion ; but it has 
been impossible for me to proceed to the 
other parts of the subject, without pointing 
your attention to the conduct of the French 
government in this respect, that you may 
observe upon it in the manner it deserves. 
The propositions in M. Otto's official note, 
are six in number; but may in fact be di- 
vided under two heads: the first, that which 
relates to the libels of all descriptions, which 
are alledged to be published against the French 
government; the last, comprehending the 
five complaints which relate to the emigrants 
resident in this country. . On the first, [ am 
sure you must be aware that his Majesty can- 
not, and never willy in ces cone of apy 
representation or any menace from a fore!) 
wer, make any concession, which can be 
in the smallest degree dangerous to the |- 
berty’of the press, as secured by the const! 
tution of ‘this country. This liberty 1s just'y 
dear to every British subject. The consti 
tion admits of no previous restraints. upo? 
publications of any description; but there 
exist judicatures, wholly independent of = 
executive government, capable of a 
cognizance of such: publications as the } 
deems to be criminal, and which are bow” 
to inflict the punishment the delinquents an 
deserve; these judicatures may take gl 
zance not» only of fibels against the 5° 
vernment and: the magistracy of this ] 
dom, but, as has been repeatedly */r 
enced, of publications defamatory forvigt 
in whose hands the administration of la 
governments is placed. That our gor 
| , ; other pre 
ment neither has: nor wants any ate 
tection than what the ‘laws: of the areas 
afford; and though they are ‘willing 
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d have proved satisfactory, and ae oe 


| 
an iy: <4 £ } : stre wee la have nrec ted | > ier f *r1u 
eofection against ormences ol this nature | woulda have pre mided the neces ity OF ally 
-h the principle of their laws and consti-| farther discussion on this subject... fhe 
. : : on 2 ' . | . =" . . om} _—— y ' P 
will admit, they never can consent to; rrencn government have upon Sevcrai OCCh- Py > 
i x . : 4 . . | jn a? ! ; : i 1. , ' is 
lel their laws, or to change their | sious resorted on this p: tof the suoject to re 
‘ ontitys the wric s+ ane ¢ nrecedent ind have 1 Wwiariv <ted Oo; as 
“tuvuion, to gratlly the wishes oF any To-; preceacent, anc ave pa ticular resicd On ae 
» power. If the present French govern-| the demand formerly made by this country, q Fe 
* 2 “a , . al rs ‘ x . é : a » . 
are dissatisfied with our laws on the]| that the person then calied the Pretender, * 
. - : ‘ . . . , ’ ’ ‘ | j | } : b i” 
ct of libels, or entertain the opinion should be sent from the french dominions. vie 
istration of justice in our courts | [t is important that the differences between Y 
oo tardy and lenient, they have it in their | these two cases should be stated. When : 
‘ess themselves by punishing | James the Second abdicated the throne, and He 
nd distributors of such publica- | left thts country, he retired with his adhe- vn 
i 4 ét 
: - : ‘ ES one eee . ; 1. 2 ae a a . 
their own territories, In any; rents to france; and though tn tie war 
+ * e , , . P -* ' 4 a : . . : 
y may think ] roper, and | which immediately succeeded tial event, the 1 
aad ¢ * ; . ° . . 
ting the circulation of them. | French government adopted-his cause gs . 
ihink their present laws are not suf- | their own, no stipulaGon was ma ie at tive 
! } , } "Pugatey ‘ i) ,- wey by » sna Pe cyer 8 
for this purpose they may enact new | Treaty of Ryswick, that he should be sent : 
r, if they think it expedient, they | from that country’, nor was any subsequent +} 
ise the right which they have of | demand ever made to the French govern- ie 
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“ished on this 


* 
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the importation of any foreign ment 


to this effect ;. but he, was suflered to pies 


or periodical publications, into | remain at Saint Germain, in the neiehbovr- 


‘ 


of the French Republic. His | hood of Paris, surrounded by his tauu iy and | . 

" t complain of such a measure, | friends, till the time of his death, [t was «i 

t his intention to interfere in the | not till after his dennse, when Lewis the . 

in which the people or territories of | Fourteenth, ii direct violation of the treaty : 

ould be governed ; but he expects, | of Ryswick, had acknowledged his son as | 
iher hand, that the French govern-| King of Great Britain, that a different course 
not interfere in the manner in | of proceeding was adopted oy the British 

ihe government of his dominions is; government; and in the treaty of peace be 

or call for a change in those laws | signed at Utreeht, which put an end to the af} 

his people. ar perfectly satisfied. | war which had been carried on, on account Lora 

respect to the distinction which .ap- | of the Spanish succession, an article was in- var 


to be drawn in M. Otto’s note, be- | serted to prevent the Pretender from resid- q 


n the publications of British subjects | 


,* 


1 his Majesty 3s supposed to have in | for t! 


ience of the Alien Act, of sending | which was situated in the centre ot these do- iM eee 
rs out of his dominions, it is im- | minions, was founded on this article of the ag h 
bserve that the provisions of that | treaty 


lade for the purpose of preventing ; tions 


icence of foreigners, whose numbers ; the treaty and the demand were confined to ite 


ai peace of his own dominions, a: 
Me safety of those dominions mig 
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h 


if their actual conduct had not ex 
fo punishment by law. It does not | were 
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ing in any part of the French dominions. : 
. ‘ ort ’ . ' ; * ' ; ° vil “e 
those of foreigners, and. the power | The demand which was subsequently made My 


e | the Pretender personally, and were not ex- a¥ 
t | tended to any of his family, or to any of his i 

t |} adherents. After his removal, many of his fe 
‘¢ In many instances to be removed, | adher 
posed | many 


that it would be a warrantable appli- | and had promoted the rebellion in :his» fa. 


aint is how mage, and particu- }and were permitted to remain there till their 
, without any application ever having 


‘ave been in similar cases, at the in- | their removal. The Duke of Berwick, ths 
—? @4 upon the complaint of foreign | natural son of James the Second, who from 
- ents, The second genéral head, } his privciples and talents was the most dan- 
“includes the-five last. complaints, re- gerous man to the interests ‘of this Country 
____ J removal of some of the French | and thé Protestant suctession, continued ia 
ett ent ee this country. His Ma- | be a 
fursicu nc ined hopes that ‘the explanation | though descended from the King, an Eng 
headin my dispatch No..14. | lishman and an emigrant, it was not require 
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e removal of the Pretender from a town ) 
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that he should be sent out of France. In the 
present case, there is no arjicle in the treaty of 
peace, by which his Majesty is bound to send 
trom this country any Frenchman whatever, 
except on account of the crimes specified in the 
twentieth article of the definitive treaty, and 
in consequence of the proofs therein required 
having been adduced. In the present case, 
it cannot be pretended that his Majesty has ever 
given the slightest countenance to the cause 
of the royalists in France against the present 

overnment, since the period when he ac- 
Me that government; and if there 
were not these important differences in the two 
cases, they wou!d be totally dissimilar in the 
only remaining point; for in the case of the 
House of Stuart, as has been already stated, 
notwithstanding the violence of the times, and 
the danger to which the Protestant succession 
was really exposed, this strong act of authority 
was confined tothe person of the Pretender ; and 


the individual who must be recognized in that | 


characte by the French government, and 
whose case can alone beat ayy similarity to the 
former even in this respect, is not, and never 
has been within his Mayjesty’s dominions: 
other precedents might be adduced on this 
subject; but it is not necessary to state them, 
as the foregoing are sufficient. With respect 
to the complaints in deta:! under the second 
head,—-Upon the first, you may inform the 
French government, that the emigrants in 
Jersey, many of whom had remained there 
solely on account of the cheapness of subsist- 
ence, had actually removed, or were removing 
previous to the representation concerning them 
in Mr, Orto’s note, and that before your ex- 
planation with Mr, Talley rand can teke place, 
there will probably not be an emigrant in the 
island. ‘Tothe second complaint, which re- 
Jates to the Bishops of Arras and Saint Paul de 
Leon, and others, his Majesty cau only reply, 
that if the facts alledged against them can be 
substantiated; if at can be proved that they 
have distributed papers on the coast of France, 
with a view of disturbing the government, and 
of inducing the people to resist the new church 
establishment, his Majesty would think him- 
self justified io taking all measures within his 
wer for obliging them to leave the country ; 
wt some proof must be adduced of those 
facts; and such proot must not be that of their 
having in a single instance, viz. in reply to 
the Pope's mandate, published a vindicationot 
their own conduct, in refusing to conform to 
the new establishment, a proceeding in which 
they would be justifiable on every principle of 
toleration and justice; but.ir should shew that 
they have since availed themselves of their situ- 
ation in this county to exeite the people of 
France against the authoruy of ashy ayers 
whether civil or ecclesiastical, On the 
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pplaint, which, respecis the removal | f 





{log 


' of Georges, and thgse persons supposed to be 


| described as his adherents, Mr. Otto must 
| have mistaken me in what he supposes me to 
‘have said on that subject. His Majesty is, 
| however, very desirous to obviate any cause of 
complaint or uneasiness with respect to these 
persons ; and measures are in contemplation, 
and will be taken, for the purpose of removing 
them out of his Majesty's European dominions. 
| On the fourth complaint, respecting the princes 
| of the House of Bourbon, I can only refer you 
to my former answer. His Majesty has no 
desire that they should continue to reside in 
this country, if they are disposed, or can | 
induced to quit it; but he feels it to be incon- 
sistent with his honour and his sense of justice 
to withdraw from them the rights of hospitah- 
ty, as long as they conduct themselves peace. 
ably and quietly ; and unless some charge can 
| be substantiated of their attempting to disturb 
| the peace which sudsists between the two go- 
| vernments, With respect to the fifth complaint, 
| which relates to the French emig 





grants wearing 
| in this country the orders of their ancient go- 
| vernment ; there are few if any persons of that 
| description in this country who wear tuch or- 
ders, ft might be more proper if they all al- 
i stained from it; but the French government 
| could not persist in expecting, that even if it 
| were consistent with law, his Majesty could 
| be induced to commit so harsh an act of autho- 
I fity as to send them out of the country on 
such an account. I have thus stated to you 
his Majesty’s sentiments on the several points 
contaiiied in Mr, Orto’s nore. You will take 
| an early opportunity of comnrnicating these 
sentiments to the French government, and 6! 
accompanying them with the arguments and 
explanations above stated. And if it should 
be desired, and you should be of opinior, 
that it was likely to produce any good effect, 
there is no objection to your putting the sub 
stance of what you shall have stated in write, 
{ and of delivering it to the minister for tors" 
affairs, as a memorandum of your conver 
| tion, Upon the general tone and style o! “A 
Oxto’s nove, it is umportant to observe, that , 
is far from conciliating ; and that the peaciic® 
of presenting notes of this description, 0° 

motive or suggestion of personal. prvatasie® 
cannot fail ohne the effect of indisposing 
two governments towards each other, Mic 
of cunsdlidating and strengthening (¢ oi ; 
which happily. subsists between them 
after a war, in which the passions of men 4% 
been roused beyond all former rr mi 
nacural tO. siippose that the distrasts Jeo 
and other hosule feclings of individaals °° 
not immediately subside, and under thes 
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provoke and augment them by untimely irrita- 
tion on their part, and by ascribing proceed- 
which they have no reference. His Majesty 
has thus fully and frankly explained his senti 
ments, and the ground of his conduct. He 
js sincerely disposed to adopt every measure 
for the preservation of peace, which is con- 
sistent with the honour and independence of 
the country, and with the security of its laws 
and constitution. But the French government 
must have formed a most erroneous judgment 
of the disposition of the British nation, and of 
the character of its government, if they have 


been taught to expect that any representation | 


of a foreign power will ever induce them to 
consent to a violation of those rights on which 
the liberties of the people of this country are 
tounded, I have the honour to be, &c. 
Anthony Merry, £89. HawkKEsBuRY. 
No. 14.—(J ranslation. )—Note.—General 
Vial, minister plenipotentiary of the Republic 
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stacle, and without these plenipoientiaries 
conceiving themselves obliged to reter to their 
| government on each of the successive operas 
| tons which’ should take place, ‘The unders 
| signed embraces this opportunity to’ present to 
i his Excellency Lord Hawkesbury, the ho. 
mage of his respectful consideration, 
Loudon, Aur 21, 1802, 
| Ais Excell ney Lord l/awkeshtiry, &c. 
| No. 15.—Note--The understened has the 
' honour to acknowledge thereceipt of Mr. Orto’s 
i note of the 2ist instant. When the Neapoli- 
tan government notified to Mr. Drummond, 
the King’s minister at Naples, that the 2000 
| troops which his Sicilian Majesty ! selected 


| to serve in Malia, were ready to proceed to 
| their destination, that eentleman declined 
taking any step to facilitate their embarkae 
tion, till he should receive intelligence of th 
arrival of Sir Alexander Ball in that island 
and tiil he should be informed thar the come 
mander in chief of the British forces had made 


{| 10th Article, may be executed without ob. 
; 
| 


OrTTo, 


e 


< 





at Malta, having set out for his destination 
about the 20th of July, it isto be presumed, | 
that he will soon be in a condition to enter into | 
a concert with his Britannic Majesty’s minister | 
plenipotentiary, onthe evacuation of Malka, | 
and of its dependencies. ‘The three months, | 
in which this evacuation should have taken | 
place, are expired; and it being the intention | 
of the two governments that the execution of | 
the treaty of Amiens should experience the | 
least possible delay, the First Consul would | 
have been desirous that the two thousand Nea- | 
politans who are ready to depart, could have | 
been transported at anearly period to the Island | 
of Malta, to be in readiness whenever the eva- 
Cuaiton shall be on the point of being effected, 
lt appears, nevertheless, that Mr. Drummond, 
the English minister at Naples, has not been | 
authorized by his government to facilitate this | 
ransport; and that the motive a!leded by | 
‘iat minister was, that the stipulations which | 
vugst to precede the evacuation not being ful- | 
nied, that evacuation could, not yet take | 
piace. In communicating the above details to 
"'s Excellency Lord Hawkesbury, his Britan- 
a Majesty’s principal secretary of state for 
- foreign department, the uadersigned is 
thouseed A that the sending the two 
canal Neapolitans to the Island of Malta | 
iaedan ut be considered as a preliminary step, 
1 be rb accelerate the evacuation, as soon 

essary measures shall have been taken 


' 


itd ; 
s NOt in any manner prevent the subse- 


peaneaat to the clauses of the t-eaty of 
resed ty The undersigned is moreover di- 
gen ‘° Fequest the British ministry to give 
‘ta aa his : 8 plenipo- 

Ho edit. » and at. 
“actuation; "and the other conditions of «he 


/ 

















suitable preparations for their reception. By 
the last adviccs from Malia it appears, that Sir 
Alexander Ball had arrived there on the [Orh 
of last month, and that after having cont rred 
with General fox upon the subject, he had 
written to Mr. Drummond, that there was no 
impediment whatever to the immediate r cep. 
tion of the Neapolitan troops, and that their 
quarters would be prepared accordingly; the 
undersigned has the honour to state this to M, 
Orto as the most satisfactory answer which he 
can give to his note. It is probable, there. 
tore, that the troops of his Sicilian Majesty 


| aad 
are already embarked and’ on their passage ; 


but to preveat the possibility of any unnecess 
sary delay or misconception, the most explicit 
instructions will be immediately forwarded to 
Mr. Drummond on this subject. With re 
spect to the other points in M. Orto’s note, 
the undersigned can only.repeat what he has 
before stated to him, that his Majesty is most 
sincerely desitous to see all the stipulations of 
the 10rh article-of the definitive treaty carried 
into effect with the utmost punctuality, and 
with the least possible delay, With this view 
he takes this opportunity of observing to M, 
Otto, thatby tnevery last dispatches trom the 
English ambassador at Sr. Petersburgh, the 
French mioisier at that coart bad not even 
then received any ins*ructions from his governs 
ment relative to the steps to be taken in con- 
cert with Lard St. Helens, for inviting the 
Emperor t6 become a guaranty of the provi- 
gions'and stipulations of the article in question, 
The French minister at Berlin was in the same 
predicament. ‘I'he undersigned, theretore, 
requests that M. Oto would have the good- 
ness tO'represent these cirvumstances to his goe 


ta, that the] vernment, and to orge them, if they have nor 


ale: ady done it, to cransmit without delay tm 
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thiir min’sters at those courts the necessary | strongest terms, an interference (jointly, if 
instructions fir bringing this part of the bust- | possible), on their part, with the French 20- 
ness to a conclusion, The undersigned re-} vernment, to endeavour to avert the impend. 
quests M, Ovo to accept the assurances of his | ing evil. I naturally observed to him in an- 
h ghe nsidvration, HAWKESBURY. | swer, that the present state of political rela. 
D wiaestrect, dug. 23, 1802. | tions between the great powers of Europe af. 
No. 16 —Fetract of a dispatch from Mr. | forded no. prospect of his obtaining of their 
Merry to ford Hawkesbury, dated Paris, | ministers at Paris, to adopt a concerted inea. 
Oct. 8, 1802.—As soon as the Helvetic go- | sure in favour of the object which he had so 
vernment had retired from Berne to Lausanne, | much at heart, and that of course I could not 
the partizans of the antient federative system | take it individually upon myself, without any 
of the Swiss Cantons, who established imme- | express instruction from my government. He 
diately in the former city a provisional go- | returned to me to-day, to acquaint me that he 
vernment, « eputed a confidential to Paris, tor | was not only as yet without a reply from any 
the purpose of counteracting the measures ot | quarter, but had re ason to fear that his prayers 
M. Stapfer, and of engaging the First Consul | would not be listened to by the Austrian, 
to suffer the inhabitants of Switzerland to sete | Russian, and Prussian ministers; he therefor 
their affairs amongst themselves. He was in- | conjured me to transmit them to his Majesty's 
structed in any emergency to address himself | government, from whom only his countrymen 
to the ministers here of the principal powers of jcoud have a hope of deriving any assistunce in 
Europe, and to solicit their interference and / the terrible conflict which he knew they were ie- 
assistance in the objects of his mission. He | termined to stand, and which would on/y 
reached Paris four days ago, and had reason | cease by the extermination of every virtuous ind 
to flatter himself, from the result of an inrer- | brave man in the country. He then put into 
view which he had immediately with M. ‘lal- | my hand a note which he had drawn up ina 
leyrand, that the First Consul would put no} hurry, and of which I inclose a copy. 
obstacle in the way of any arrangement which | Whilst, my lord, it was out of my power to 
the Swiss might agree upen among themselves | give him any encouragement to expect from 
for the final settlement of their government; his Majesty’s government the assistance which 
he was therefore much surprised to learn soon | his petition expresses, I have thought it my 
afterwards, that a change had taken place in | duty to lose no time in making you acquainted 


the First Consul’s sentiments, and his astonish- 
ment was compkated when he found that the 


Jatter had taken so decided and so unfavour- 


able a partin the business, as that which is an- 
nouaced by a resolution published in yester- 
day's Moniteur, (which I have the honour to 
transmit inclosed), in the form of an address to 
the inhabuants of Switzerlanc, This person 
having, besides this public declaration,, ac- 
quired some private information of its being 
the first Consul’s intention to give the most 
immediate and vigorous effect to it, lost no 
time in addressing a letter, to the latter, in 


which he took the liberty of stating that he | 


must have been deccived by false represcnta- 


tions, that his interference in the affairs of 


Switzerland was, as he Was authorized toy, 
entirely unsoheited by the majority, and the 
best thinking part of the inhabitants; and that 
he had, therefore, to entreat of bim, in the 
MOst earnest manner, tO suspend the execution 
of his resolution until those explanations could 
take place, whici he tras'ed might be the 
means of preventing the immense effasion of 
blood which would otherwise inevitably casue, 
He at the same time addressed himself in. the 
Course Of yesterday to me, aswell as to the 
Austrian and Spanish ambassadors, and to the 
Russian and ,Prussian ministers, (not having 
xalned admittance to Mons. de Cobenzel, nor 
to M. de Markoff or Lucchesini; he afier- 
wards wrote to them), soliciting, in the 


| with a state of things which may shortly be 
' attended with very important consequences. 
(/uclosure referred to in No. 1G.)— 1 ras- 
| lation.—Note—So long 2s Switzerland was 
oceupied by the French armies, the wishes ot 
the people could never be freely mantfeste:, 
| The petty revolutions which took place in ice 
| government were the mere tricks of certsin 
| factions, in which the nation at large took but 
a very trifling interest, Scarcely did Swuzer- 
| land think herself independent when she ws 
| desirous of returning to her ancient instill» 
| tions, rendered still dearer to her by her bt 
| misfortunes, and the arbitrary acts of the go 
| vernment furnished her with the meaas of o 
| ing so. Almost the whole of Switzerlaic, 
with unexampled unanimity and moderation, 
shook off the yoke. The Cantons form 
themselves into constituent bodies ; and Wwe's 
of the thirteen Cantons of Switzerland 
their representatives to the Diet of Schwitzs f 
order there to organize a ceutral power WP" 
might ‘be acceptable. tothe neighbour's 
powers. The.asistocratical Cantoas nee 
their exclusive rights ;. the Pays de Vat a 
left at liberty to form its own constitutions © 
well as Thorgovia-and the other new cag 
The government having taken reluge rt 
sanne, was by no: means secure there, sds ¢ 
standing its. regular troops; perhaps 4 Who 
the present moment it no longer exis. 
would not have thought that acecrding °° 
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stipulation of the Treaty of Luneville, which 
graits independance to Switzerland, and the 
right of choosing its own government, every 
ting was settled, and chat this nation might 
see ts former happiness and tranguillity re- 
vive? Who could have thought that the First 
Consul would have issued) such a decree as 
that of the 8th Vendemiaire? Is an independ- 
ant nation to be thus treated? Should Bona. 
parte persist in his determination, and the 
other powers should not interpose in our fa- 
vour, it only remains for us either to bury 


ourselves in the ruins of our houses, although | 


' 


| 


) 


| 
| 


without hope of resistance, exhausted as we 


are by the colossus who is about to overwhelm 


us, or to debase ourselves in the eyes of the | 


whole universe! Will the government of this 
generous nation, which has at all times afford- 
ed so many proofs of the interest it takes in 
the welfare of the Swiss, do nothing for us 


ther we are still to be ranked amongst free 
people! We have only men left us :-—the re- 
volution, and spoliatioas without end, have 
exhausted our means: we are without arms, 
Without ammunition, without stores, and with- 
out money to purchase them. 

No. 17.—Note. Verbale.—Lord Hawkes- 
bury has received his Majesty’s commands to 
communicate, through Mr, Otto, to the French 
government, the sentiments of deep regret 
which have been excited in his Majesty’s mind 
by the address of the First Consul to the 
Helvetic people, which was published by au- 
tCiority in the Moniteur of the Ist instant, and 
by the representations which have been made 
to his Majesty on this subject, on behalf of 
the nation whose interests are so immediately 
aliected by it. His Majesty most sincerely 
loments the covulsions to which the Swiss 
Cantons have for sometime past been exposed ; 
but he can consider their late exertions: in 
ho other light than as the lawful efforts of a 
brave and generous people to recover their 
antent laws and government, and to procure 
he re-establishment of a system which expe- 
— has demonstrated, not only to be fa- 
ours le to the maintenance of their domestic 
ope Pineass Due to be perfectly consistent with 
7 tanquillity and security of other.powers. 
oneal Te of Switzerland unquestionably 

“ss, in the same degree as every other in- 


ce; en le > : . ‘ 
r<OGent state. th : P > 
own j » the right of regulating theirs 


Moreover, 
mally and 


hatton by th 
of . 


in the. present instance, been for- 
explicitly. guaranteed to. the Swiss 
¢ Freach government in tlie ‘Treaty 


whe Sern Conjoinily with the other powers 
Matcsy b Partics. ‘0 that engagement. . His 
ple of § ‘a5 no other desire than that the peo- 
Witzerland, who now appear to be-so 
tuted, should: be dete at siberty 


fOvn isterual government warocat | 


Reneraljy 


ternal concerns; and this right chas | 


the interposition of any foreign powers; and 
with whatever regret his Majesty) may have 
perused the late proclamation of the French 
government, he is yet unwilling to believe 
that they will farther attempt to controul that 
independent nation im the exercise of | their 
undoubted rights. His Majesty thinks him. 
self called upon by his regard for the general 
interests of Europe, and by his peculiar soli- 
citude for the happiness and welfare of the 
Swiss nation, to express these his sentiments 
with a frankness and sincerity which he feels 
to be due to his character, and to the good 
understanding which he is destrous of presery- 
ing with the government of Irance. 

Downing-street, October 10, 1802. 
M. Otto, &e. Ne. 

Downng-street, Octoher 10, 1SO2 
No, 18.—+Sir, his Majesty having deemed 


iat expedient, that a confidential persun should 
under circumstances which are to decide, whe- | 


be sent at the present moment to Switzerland, 
in consequence of the communication which 
he has received from the Swiss confederacy, 
through their representative at Paris, 1 am 
comman'ed to inform you that he has made 
choice of you tor that purpose. It is of the 


“utmost consequence, considering the nature of 


the business with which you are entrusted, that 
you should lose no lime in taking your de- 
parture from hence, and that you should make 
every practicable exertion to atrive on the 
frontiers of Swiizerland with as little delay as 
possible, You will inform yoursclt there 


| what is the acrual residence of the government 
_of the Swiss confederation, to which you wall 
‘immediately repair, Having taken the prope 
i means to obtain a confidential interview with 





the persons who may be ¢ntrusted with the 
principal direction of affiirs, yoo. wall com- 
municate to them a copy of the note verbale 
which Lidelivered to M, Otto, and whichis 
herewith inclosed ; and you will take every 
opportunity of impressing upow their minds 
the deep interest which his Majesty takes in 
the success of their exertions, You wall state 
to them, that his Majesty entertains hopes, 
that his representation to the French govern- 
ment may have the effect of inducing the 
First Consul to abandon his intention of com- 
pelling the Swiss nation by force to renounce 
that system of goverament under which they 
had.so dong prospered, and to which they ap- 
pear to be alinost unanimously anxious to f£e- 
turn. In-cthis event bis Majcyty, will feel him- 
self bound to abstain from all interference oa 
bis part; it being his earnest desiwe what the 
Swiss'nation should be lett at liberty to rega- 
late. their own internal concerns, without the 
interposition of any foreign power. «If, how- 
ever, contrary to his Majes:y’s expectations, 
the Brench yovernment shoul” persist in the 
system of coercion, annoanced in the procla- 
mation of rhe Misst. Consul, inserted ip thy 
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Moniteur of the Ist instant, you will, in 
that case, inform yourself, by every means 
in your power, of the disposition of the peo- 
ple at large of the Swiss confederacy, and 
particularly of those who have the direction 
of their affairs, and of those who possess the 
greatest share of influence amongst them, to 
persevere in the defence of their rights, and 
in the maintenance of the system they have 
adopted. You will likewise enquire into the 
means of defence of which they may be pos- 
sessed, and of the probability of their being 
exerted with success, You willon no acccunt 
encourage them to persevere in Active measures 
of resistance which they are not themselves 


desirous to adopt, or which they may believe 


are unlikely to be ultimately effectual. If, 
however, you should find that the people of 
the Swiss confederacy are generally deter- 
inined to persevere in the maintenance of their 
independence, and of their right to return to 
their ancient system of government; and if 
you should be of opinion that from the union 
that subsists amongst the people, and from 
their zeal and enthusiasm in the cause in 
which they are engaged, they are finally. re- 
solved at all hazards to resist the threatened 
attempt of the French government to inter- 
pose by force of arms, in the settlement of 
their internal concerns ; you will then imme- 
diately communicate, in confidence, to the 
Swiss government, that either in the event of 
a French army having entered the country, or 
in the event of your having reason to be con- 
vinced that a French army is actually advanc- 
ing for that purpose, his Majesty has autho- 
rised you to accede to their application for 
pecuniary succours. I have furnished you 
with a cypher and decypher that you may 
have it in your power to correspond with his 
Majesty’s ministers at Vienna and Munich, if 
you should think it adviseable; and as it is 
highly probable that the armies of the Swiss 
contederacy may be inadequately supplied with 
arms, ammunition, or provisions, and may be 
desirous of procuring supplies thereof from 
the neighbouring countries, you will use your 
utmost endeavours to give them every facility 
for this purpose, You will be very particular 
in informing me of the numbers and situation 
of any Austrian corps in the neighbourhood 
of Switzerland, and of the probability of 
their advancing in any event into the Swiss 
territory. As it is of great importance that 
his Majesty’s governinent should be regularly 
informed of the events which may be passing 
in Switzerland, and of the dispositions that 
may prevail there, you will endeavour to as- 
certain the most sale and expeditious mode of 
conveying your letters which will avoid their 
passing through any part of the Prench Re- 
Pubhie. “As itis possible that previous to your 
arrival in Switzerland tke present state of af- 
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| fairs may have undergone a decided alteration, 
either in consequence of the submission of the 
| Swiss Cantons, or of any compromise having 
taken place as to their internal concerns, jt 
| will be proper that, in that case, you should 
take up your residence in such a situation as 
/you may think most convenient in the nejoh. 
boontibbd of Switzerland, of which you wil! 
give me the earliest intelligence, and there 
wait for his Majesty’s further orders, J am, 
with great truth and regard, Sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) 
Francis Moore, Esq. 
Constance, October 31, 1802. 
No. 19.—My Lord, I have the honour to 
inform your lordship that J arrived here on the 
22d instant, and that having received this 
evening authentic information of the submis- 
sion of the Diet of Switzerland, assembled at 
Schwitz, to the French arms, I lose no time 
in dispatching the messenger Shaw, with this 
intelligence; from which your lordship will 
perceive that it only remains for me to obey 
chat part of my instructions by which | am 
djreeted, under such circumstances, to take 
up my residence in the neighbourhood of Swit- 
zerland, and there to await his Majesty’s tur- 
ther orders. Ihave the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Fra. Moore. 
The Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 
Downing-street, November 25, 1802. 
No. 20.—Sir, I have duly received your 
several letters by the messenger Shaw. 4s 
from the present state of Switzerland your con- 
tinuance in the vicinity of that country ap- 
| pears to be no longer necessary, you are at li- 
| berty to return to England as soon as it may 
| suit your convenience. I am, &c. 
(Signed) HawkesBURY- 
Francis Moore, Esq. fi 
No, 21.—Extract of a dispatch from Mr. 
Liston to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Hasu 
| 13th October, 1802,—A few hours after I had 
| sent off my last dispatch to your lordship, (0° 
Saturday, the Oth of this month), the Freaci 
ambassador, M. de Semonville, waited ay 
on the President of the government of state, 
and informed him that he had just receive» 
by a courier from Paris, orders to og agra 
government of this country, ‘* Que He ° 4 
inier Consul avoit appris, avec autant des” : 
prise que d'indignation, que des person’ 
. reau 
avides de révolutions vovloient de nouve ' 
troubler le repos dans la Batavie, en bos? 
: a : tables; ¢ 
méme pour cet effét de noms respecta ia Re 
que le Premier Consul, comme he - aa Age 
publique, itivitoit le gouvernement 4 pr all 
toutes les mésures nécessaires pour mair’ . 
l’ordre des choses établi par la oa ae : 
These were nearly the words read to r ew 
secretary of state, from a now i ‘de Se 
hand-writing, dictated to him by ™- 
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monville, with a view to its publication, (and 
a translation was accordingly inserted in the 
Datch official paper of the Hague on the 11th) ; 
but they fall very short of the language em- 
ployed by the French minister for foreign af- 
fairs in his dispatches to the ambassador, and 
-) the communication made by him to the 
Dutch chargé d’affaires at Paris, (who also 
sent a messenger to the Hague upon this occa- 
sion). In these M. de Talleyrand entered in- 
to considerable detail on the subject of the 
plots supposed to be formed in this country 
azainst the administration, mentioned the 
names of thé chiefs, and ended by making an 
offer, on the part of the First Consul, to come 
to the assistance Of the government (should 
circumstances render it necessary) with all his 
forces. 
Hague, October 29, 1802. 

No. 22.—My Lord, The recent attack 
made by Buonaparté upon the liberties and in- 
dependence of the Swiss Cantons, has naturally 
made a strong impression upon the inhabitants 
of this country ; and the public anxiety has been 
much augmented by certain symptoms in the 
conduct of the consular government, which 
seem to indicate an Intention not to withdraw 
the French troops, which have been kept in the 
Batavian Republic for some time past, under 


the utle of auxdéiartes, and paid and main-. 
tained at the expence of the Dutch nation. | 


These troops (amounting to between ten and 
cleven thousand men) were to remain here till 
the conclusion of the definitive. treaty with 
Great Britain, It was afterwards formally 
promised on the part of France, that they 
siould evacuate the territories of the Republic 
at the larest, on the expiration of the last 
French year (the 23d of September.) ‘They 
accordingly began their march to the south. 
ward a tew days before that petiod ; and the 
goversment and the people rejoiced at the 
Prospect of being finally relieved from a load 
“hich has become extremely irksome to them. 
But, on pretence that a great proportion of 
Vie corps were to be embarked at Flushing for 
Oursiana, and that there was a want of ship- 
M8 for their accommodation, they took up 
tet Beta be on the frontiers of the country 
W heres Duc, Breda, and Bergen-6p-Zoom) ‘ 
cla, ry still remain ; and demands have 
teal H be made for their pay and main- 
trom Ya A however, ebrertained 
take hike id xo fhat their: departure would 
Near al C- en, to the astonishment of the 
week trike vernment, official notice was (last 
We Fp re re from France to the depart- 
charved wit mae Hague, (which has been 
the Fj 1 the support of these corps), that 
nas tes Constil has been ‘pleased to appoint a 
richard). aad etait, Chick (General Mont- 
troops in this new staff, for the auxiliary 

Country ; and ‘the notice was 


~ ’ ; 
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given that government might provide forthe pay a} 
of the officers in question. The administra. ; aor 
tion appear resolved to oppose all the resistance Paal: 
in their power to this unexpected and oppres- a 
sive extortion. An express has been sent off + ania 
to the Dutch ambassador at Paris, charging 4S 
him to claim, in the most urgent terms, the | 
accomplishment of the treaties subsisting be- 
tween the two Republics, and the fulfilment 
of the repeated and recent promises made try 
the French government upon this subject. 
And in case of the failure of this application, 
they talk of addressing themselves to the pri- 
cipal powers of Europe who had any share or hae 
influence in the conclusion of the peace, toin- ; 
treat their intervention and good offices, with best 
a view to the maintenance of the independence ee 
of the Republic. J have the honour to be, tae 
&C. Ros. Lisron. ry, 
Right Hon, Lord Hawkesbury, &c. Shae 
No, 23,—L£atract of @ dispatch from Lord if ae 
Hawkesbury, t0 Lord Whitworth, dated No- eure 
vember 30, 1902.—His ,Majesty’s govern- a Ay 
ment have learnt with some surprize from the Vi itd 
communications from General Swart, chat 1h 
that officer had signified to Colonel Sebastiani see 
his inability toevacuate Eoypt, until he should yt 
receive specific orders for that purpose. It is Fa 
cerrainly true that no warrant has-been trans- We pee 
mitted to General Stuart, or to his predeces- 
sor the Earl of Cavan, for the evacuation of 
Egypt; neither was it considered to be ne- 
cessary, in as much as his Majesty’s govern- 
ment had already expressed their intention to 
General Stuart, in his instructions, that, ex- te 
cept in a case of absolute necessity, the King’s ae: A 
troops should remain in Fgypt no longer than tA tae 
the month of July last. In all the instances of 5h a 
which places had been conquered by the King’s ‘ ray 
forces, and of which possession had been taken 
in his Majesty’s name, it has been usual when 
they have been restored to the French Repub- 
lic, or its allies, that the commanding officer ; 
should be furnished with a regular warrant Hg 
under the King’s sign manual, authorizing e 
him to make such restoration. But the case of * 
Egypt is different,as that ccuntry bad never been, ‘ 
taken possession of.in his Majesty's name, as ic a 
had been actually restored to the O:toman Porte, + ite 
and as certain stations in it were continued to ae } 
be occupied merely as military posts, entil the » eee 
méans of removing the troops should be pro- an 4, 
vided. It is probable, that in the present in- Pea i 
stance, General Siuart may have been, misled Laie 
| by a. doubt as to the extent of hisown power, 
and by the opinion that he réquired a war- 
‘ rant to evacuaie Egypt, similar to-that which eS 
had been granted to officers who superin- a 
tended the restitution of conquests of which - | 
possession had been taken in his Majesty's 
name. In order, however, to obviate any 
farther diffiiculiies, instructions have now been 
sent to General Stuart directing him torre- 
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move the King’s troops from. Egypt with as | 
little delay as possible, and information ‘has | 
been given to this effect to Gen: Andreossy. 

No. 24—ttract of a dispatch from Lord | 
Se. Helens to Lord Hawkeshury, dated I’cters- 
burgh, duly 20, 1802.—1 have’ since renew- 
ed nty applications to this government on the 
business of Malta, and liave some reason to 
hope that some impression has been made on 
the mind of his Imperial Majesty. ‘The 
French Minister, however, has not yet re- | 
ceived his instructions ; and till they arrive, 
it will of course be inipossible for me to take 
the requisite steps for bringing this afizir to 
any satisfactory, or even positive issue. 

No. 25.—Z/xtract of a dispatch from Lord | 
St. Helens to Lord Havvkeshury, dated Peters-,| 
burch, August 3, 1802.—I must not omit to | 
acquaint your lordship, that although in order | 
to prevent any further waste of time, I have | 
thought it right to endeavour to obtain a de- | 
finitive explanation of the intentions of this | 
court, with relation to the proposed gua- | 
ranty, I have not yet been enabled to de- | 
mand it officially, according to the terms of | 
the treaty of Amiens, as the French minister | 
here is still without instructions authorizing. | 
him to join with me in that instance. 

No. 26.—Extract of a dispatch from the 
FTon. A. Paget to Lord Hawkesbury, dated | 
Vienna, 18th July, 1802.—On the 15th in- 
stant, Ml. de Champagny and I met ata con- 
ference at the Vice Chancellor's, to whom | 
we presented our respective notes, copies of | 
which I have the honour to enclose, marked | 
A. and B. | . | 

(laclosure A. referred to in No. 26.)—Trans- | 
lation.— The undersigned, his Britannic Ma- 
jesty’s envoy, extraordinary and minister ple- 
nipotentiary, has the honour to transniit 
herewith to the vice chancellor of court and 
state, a copy of the 10th article of the treaty 
of Amiens. He has, at the same time, the 
honour to acquaint his excellency. that he 
has received orders from his court to invite 
his Majesty the Emperor and King,, con- 
formabie to the 13th paiagraph of that ar- 
ticle, to give his guarantee to the arrange- | 
ments stipulated thercin. 





sts the vice chancellor of court and state, | occasion of exhibiting afresh proo 
to lay this communication before his: Imperial | 


, Majesty. -The undersigned avails. himself, 
with pleasure, of this opportunity to reiterate 
_to his excelleney the expression of . his most 
distinguished consideration. ArtH. Pacer. 
o» Vienna, 45th faly, (S02, ... | 
. Claclosuve Be referred to in No. 26)— 
Translation—The ambassador of the. French 
Republic, :on the invitation which has been 
given-him by Mr. Pagei, his Britannic Ma- 


exiraordinary, hastes in conjunction 


PUBLIC PAPERS on THE 


| the Island of Malta: and his Imperial « 


the candidates nominated for that purpe** 


He therefore re- | Emperor and King,. desirous on the 





ae | 
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that minister, to communicate to the vice 


chancellor of court and state, the 10th article 
| of the treaty of Amiens, concerning the Or- 


der and [sland of Malta, the sixth paragraph 
of which article places the independency of 


the Island -of Malta under the guarantee of 


bts Imperial Majesty, and several other 
powers of Europe. In taking this step, the 
ambassador, who has not yet received any 
orders respecting it, acts from the know- 
ledge he has of the intention of his govern- 
ment to execute all the ‘stipulations of the 
treaties it has concluded.” Vhe ambassador 
seizes, with eagerness, this opportunity. to 
offer to his excellency the assurances of his 
hich consideration. CHAMPAGNY, 
Vienne, 26 Messidor, Year 10. 
Count Cobenizel. : . 

No. 27.—Lxtract of a dispatch from the 
Hon. A. Paget. to Lord Hawkesbury, d: 
Vierna, 22d August, 1802.—I have the ho- 
nour herewith to transmit to your lordship 
the emperor's act of guarantee and accession 
to the 10th article of the treaty of Amiens. 

(Inelosure referred to in No. 27.)—Tra 
lation.—The Emperor and King havin: 
been invited by his Britannic Majesty and the 
First Consul of the French Republic, to 2c- 


cede to the stipulations coritained inthe [oth 


article of the treaty concluded and signed 2t 
Amiens on the 29th of March, 1S02, Ho 
Germinal, year 10), respecting the Orcer o! 
St. John of Jerusalem ; and also to take un- 
der‘his protection and guarantee, conjolnty 
with the other powers. cited in the sixth pe 
ragraph of the said article, whatever we 
therein especially stipulated on the subj at 
Royal Apostolic Majesty, having been at (i 
same. line informed that the two above-mel- 
tioned. powers adopted on their part the com 
cert which had been entered iato by the ‘We 
imperial courts, previous the exchange © 
the. ratificalions of the above-mentiont 
trealy of Amiens, to,Jeave tothe Pope 
selection of a Grand, Master from. a rong 
the priories.of the Order. _ His oaaglthaea 
f of his sin- 


cere friendship for his. Majesty,the Aig °. 
Great, Belial, and for the First Se j 
the French Republic, hag empowers * 
instructed his grand chamberlain and ere 
minister Count Francis of Colloredo, Cou 
vice chancellor of court and state, sot 
Louis of Cobenzel,, to Paes ee it 
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ticle, with the clause herein-before referred 
to, respecting the mode of the next elec- 
tioti of the Grad Master of the Order; 
and his Majesty specifically guarantees whatso- 
ever ig therein regulated, with regard to the 
independence of the Islands of Malta, Gozo, 
and Comino. In witmess whereof we, the 
plenipotentiaries of his Imperial, Royal, and 
Apostolic Majesty, have signed the present 
act of accession and of guarantee ; have there- 
unto afixed the seal of our arms, and have ex- 
changed it against the acts of acceptation, de- 
jivered in the name of his Majesty the King of 
Great Britain, and of the First Consul of the 
French Republic. Which acts of accession, 
of guarantee, and of acceptation, shall be ra- 
tified in the space of four weeks, or sooner, if 
jt can bé done.—Done at Vienna, the 20th of 
August, 1802, 
(L.S.) Fra. Count or CoLtorepo, 
(L.S.) Lewis Count or CoBenzen, 
No, 28.--Extract of a: dispatch from Mr. 
Casamajor to Lord Hawkesbury, datcd Berlin, 
August 21, 1802.—-Having opened the subject 
of your lordship’s last dispatch, relative to the 
accession of this court to the atrangement st1- 
pulated in the 10th article of the treaty of 
Amiens, to Mr. Bignon, this gentleman. un- 
dertook very willingly to mention the same to 
his government, and has in fact already per- 
formed his promise. In several conversations 
with Mr, Bignon, in which I have occasion- 
ally remarked that nothing had hitherto been 
said to me here upon the subject of Malta, he 
a | has constantly affected the greatest indifference, 
af and treated it as a business of too’ Jittlé import- 
=f ance to occupy the attention of the French 
cy government, . 
o No, 29.—-Extract of a dispatch from Mr. 
i | Casamajor to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Berlin, 
August 31, 1802.—Mr. Bignon received last 
hight instructions from the French government, 
f to invite the King of Prussia, conjointly with me, 
ts to accede to the guarantee of the independence 
"the ye Island of Malta, and of the other stipu- 
ay oar relating to that Island, which are con- 
a4 aan > the 10th article of the definitive 
im mf Misa Mr. Bignon sent to me 
re toe he’ and we propose to meet to-mor- 
this pire ae 0 mi ty note upon 
ng of copy we » OF which we shall each present a 
nat Y toV ount Habgwitz, 
0 30.—Fatraet of a dispatch from Mr. 








| and Casamajop to Lord Hi ' : 
inet uwkesbury, dated Berlin, 
ad Mgrs 2, 1802.— +f note upon the subject 
Cou swerea, e atantte Of Malta reinains unan- 
na No, $7 — Peas ret, SS ae 3 
oe °. $1.—Extract of a dispatch from Mr. 


“ckion to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Beérli 
mike 2 1802.—A¢ thy fite, interview 
abject j Haugwitz, 1 cold him thatthe ofly 
hich ]  wipense between our two courts, to 
Vou pe Ml his immediare attention, 
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was that of the guaranty of Malta, on which 
an answer is still due from him. He adverted 
io what he had told Mr, Casamajor of the 
King his master having ordered a report to be 
made to him, on the state of the com- 
manderies in Silesia, hinting, that this country 
took a very sight interest in the fate of the 
Island ; and that he was countenanced in with- 
holding its guaranty hy the example of Spain. 
He, however, added, that the report in 
question had been made to the King, and that 
he only waited his Majesty’s commands to con- 
fer with me farther upon the subject. 

No. 32.—Lxtract of a dispatch from Mr. 
Garlike to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Peters- 
burgh, September 17, 1802.—The French mi- 
nister has at length been directed by his go- 








Se 





vernment to make, conjointly with his Ma- 
jesty’s minister here, a formal invitation to the 
Emperor of Russia for his Imperial Majesty’s 
guaranty of the stipulations of the treaty of 
Amiens, which provide for the independence 
of the Islands of Malta, Goza, and Comino, 
and of the other arrangements of that article, 
No. 33.—Lxtract .of a dispatch from Sir 
John Borlase Warren to Lord Hawkesbury, 
dated St. Petersiurgh, Novenber 18, 1802.— 
On the third instant I waited upon the chan- 
cellor with General Hedouville, when the 
note of invitation for his Imperial Majesty’s 
guaranty of the 10th article of the treaty of 
Amiens, was presented by each of us. Gene- 
ral de Hédouville entered into various reasons 
to induce the Russian government to grant the 
guaranty; the principal of which was to 
prove, that without the guaranty of Russia, 
either of the two powers, upon the first differ. 
ence between them, would look upon them. 
selves at liberty to seize wpon the Island, 
which was only important in a military point 
of view; and the only alteration he should 
make in his invitation was, that the Island 
might be delivered up to the Neapolitan 
troops. He added, that the act of guaranty 


would not be considered as affecting the are * 


rangement of any particular power with the 
Order, or of any alteration that power might 
wish to make in the baillages, or that part 
belonging to itself, as Spain had ulready 
done. | 

No. 34.—Extract of a dispatch from Sir 
J. B. Warren to Lord Hawkesbury, dated 
Petersburgh, 25th November, 1802.——The 
chancellor appointed yesterday evening for de- 
livering to me, and to thé French minister, 
the answer of ‘the Aen rie to his 
Majesty’s invitation for his Imperial Majesty's 
or to the 10th article of the treary of 
_ CIhelosure referred to in No. 34.)—=Trans- 
lition.—Conditions upon which his Impérial 
Majesty of all the Russias is \.il.ing to aceede 
to the bipudations of the 108i Arucle of the 
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Treaty of Amiens.—1. The acknowledgement 
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had to make to me related t two pdints, both 
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of the sovereignty of the Order of St. John of | equally important, as he said, to the maine t 
Jeruselem over the stared of Maha, and I's | fenance of good harmony bétween the two : 
dependencies; the acknawledgement of. the countries; with this cifference, however, that . 4 
Grand Master, and of the civil government of | the one originated with himself, and was dic, n 
the Order, according to its ancient institu- | tated by his anxiety to do’ away every thing a 
tions, with the admission into it of native | which mightfeed the mutual irritation of the O 
Maltese. Upon this point, as well as upon | two countries; and the other by the eXpress or- my 
every other that’ may relate ‘to its interior or | derof the First Consul. "hat which came from nl 
ganization, the legal government of the Order | himself relared to the English . newspapers, Fe 
shall have the power to enact and prescribe | against which he pronounced a most bitter . 
such regulations as it may judge best calcu- | pailippic, assuring me that the First Consul ma 
Jated to promote the future clfare and prospe- | was extremely hart to find that his endeavours p fa 
rity of the Order.—II. ‘The rights of the King | to conciliate had “hitherto produced no other Fu 
of the ‘Two Sicilics, as Suzerain of the Island, | effect than to increase the abuse’ with which my 
shall remain opon the same footing as they | the papers in Englartd continually loaded him, B to 
were previous to the war which is now termi- | He expatiated much upon this topic; and en- p 6tha 
nated by the treaty of Amicns.—ILL, The in- | deavoured to establish a fact, which I cor 
dependence 2nd neutrality of the Island of | assured him a reference to any one newspaper lo 
Malta, its ports and dependencies, shall be se- | in. Paris. would instantly refuce, that during add 
cured and guarantied by the respective con- | four months not a word of provocation had bee 
tracting powers, who shall mutually engage to | appeared in’ any French journal, which could fror 
acknowledge and maintain that neutrality in | justify a retort from those published in Eng- greg 
all cases of war; whether between each other, land. . For the rest he advanced nothing but him, 
or between any of them and any other power, | what has been said on more than one occasion Firs 
not excepting his Sicilian Majesty, whose | to Mr. Merry, and. reporied by him. to your Yons 
rights of suzerainty shall nor exiend so as to | lordship. 1. was, however, given to under. Ie ; 
enable him to cause a depar.ure from the neu. | stand, that the First Consul was in fact highly sions 
traliiy of the Istand,, as guaranti¢d by the pre- | incensed, and the more so, he was pleased to thing 
sent act.—IV. Uniil the Order. shall be ina | say, asit. came from a country of whose good stand 
situation to provide, by its own resources, | apinion he.was so very ambitious. In my re ding, 
for the maintenance of its independence and | ply, Icould but go over the old ground, and ie fF 
neutrality, as secured by the preceding article, | endeavour to, make M, , Talleyrand uncer was | 
as well as for the defence of their principal re-  stand—first, that whatever was, said in tie Treat 
sidence, the different forts shall be occupied | English papers might be «considered but asa Sion < 
by his Sicilian Majesty’s troops, who shall | national. retaliation for what was published 10 He sa 
send a sufficient force for the defence of the | the French papers—secondly, that what was now 
Island and its dependencies, the number ot | officially published here was by no means so 10 powe; 
which shall be agreed upon by his said Ma. | England—and thirdly, that although the g0- excep; 
jesty and the two contracting powers, who | vernment possessed a, controul over the press 19 CASy te 
shall take upon themselves conjoiutly, the ex-.| France, the English governaent ne,ther ue ranty 
pence of maintaining the whole of the said | nor could have, unless they purchased 1 at ¢ to con 
troops, so long as the defence of the Island | same price, any whatever in England. vine fern 
shall continue to be entrusted to them, during | this he, endeavoured to prove to me, that Britain 
which period the said troops shail be under | there were papers in England attached to otk unger 
the authority of the Grand Master and bis go- | ferent parties, and went over, their pane e would 
verainent.—V. The present additional act shall supposed ‘connections, with, great oo epee Ship, 
be considered as forming an integral part of | and that consequently. his Majesty's gion Muito 
the treaty of Amiens, the sameas if it had been might so far controul those at least which ‘ “OO as 
inserted therein, werd for word, and shall be pended upon them, as to prevent their ay 1OUF to 
executed in lke manner.—VI, Their Ma- ing that abuse which must be. consider: En Riche 
jesties the Emperor of all the Russias, the Em- having their sanction. . J ndeavoured ‘ -. 
_ of the Romans, the King of Spain, the platy to him what the, infivence ited land No, | 
ing of the Two Sicilies, and the King of supposed ‘ministers to assess, 19 ] xcellen 
Prussia, shall be invited to accede to this act | that it amounted to nothing. more than 3 it O the i 
as guarantees, ference which’ yc at lordship OVernn 
Comte ALEXANDRE DE Woronzow. | give’ ft) one paper fe SO 
Paris, January 27, 1803. | Majest 


No. 35.—My Lord, I have to report to 
ost lordship the purport of a conversation I 


on Tuesday last by appointment with M. 
Talleyrand. He had invited me some da 
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aro for this purpose. The communication he 
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trouled, than to be the publisher of such oc- | ably applied to every other antecedent treaty 


casiotial articles, 


was at an end, 
remarked any abusive article in aay paper of | 


such a description, it was natural and fair tp | tet 's or public en 
conclude that it did not depend upon govern- | were bound at the 

He persisted 1 in his opi- | and that if that 
, that his Majesty’s ministers m le ght keep | engagements, was so materially altered by 


oir: to prev ent it. 


certai h papers in order, as I did, in a: ssuring | 
him, that until the First Consul could so, far, | 






















the Sct wrility of ‘the English prints, 
care yin the French, this state of irrita- 
tion wae {Eee [ told him however, 
that 1 would report the substance ‘of this 
communication to your lordship, eo 


been given, and in such detail by Mar, Merry 
from 1 our ‘lordship. M. Talleyrand, 


yjons with regard to the evacuation of. Malta. | 
‘ions ‘of his sincere desire tg set.aside every 


sanding between the two gover nments; ad- 


Treaty of Amiens, which stipulates the ces- 


He said that another Grand Master would 
now very soom ‘be electety that all the 
powers of EF urope invited so to ‘do, with (he 
exception of «Russia, whose difheulties it w 
easy to remove, and ‘without whom the ptid- 
ranty would be equally camplete, were ready 
fo come forwards! and ‘that consequent ly the 
term would “wery ‘Soon arrive, when Great 
Britain could have! ne pretext for keeping 
or er possession. “Lo informed him that 1 | 
‘ould report his conversation to your lord- 
mrt and would have the honour of com- 
lilicating fo him your lordship’s answer as 
: tt as 1 could receive it.’ Ihave the ho- 
our to bey Se; > W aITWworRrh. 
Right Hon: Lord Harokeshury, Sc. 
No. ons Meet February 9, 1803, 
teak a ly Lord, in answer to your 
the =a cy anny 27, relative 
rernment gh ott as iti 
ane yy» that his 
tate se 
























in: that case all influence | 
I told him, that if he had‘ g 


master his feelings as to be as indifferent to | 
as the | 
Fug vi sh covernment was to that which daily 1 i Io Sauls facuoiw or com} pensal 
' sential dil llerence 


} 
’ 
| 
| 
J 


or Co: vention: namely, a they were ne- 
gociaigd with refer ence to the actual state of 
possession of the diferent parties, and of the 
cavemeuts by which the 'y 
time of its conclusion 
state of pOss *$ ssion, and ot 


re ct of either of the parties as to affect 
he nature of tne compact. itself, the other 
. arty has a right, according to the law of 1 
lions, tol interfere for the purpose of fence of 
alist; ion for any €s- 
whi ch such acts may have 
subsequently made in their relative situation ; 
that if there ever was a case to which this 
princip le might be applied with pecull: ir a 


1 could assure him that your. lordship could | | priety, it was that of the late treaty of peac« 
add not! hing to the explanation which had | for the negotiation was conduc ted on a-basis 


| not merely proposed by his Majesty, but spe- 


great solemnity, required of me. to inform | French government, viz. 


! 


He again on this occasion made. great profes. | 


with | | cially agreed to in an official note by the 


that his Majesty 


him, and this by the express .order! of ihe | should keep a compensation out of his con- 
hirst Consul, what: were his Majesty’s inten- | quests for the important acquisitions of terri- 


tory made by France upon the C ontinent. 
This is a sufficient proof that the compact 


was understood to have been concluded with 


cing, that it was absolutely necessary that 
ite French government shquid know what it | the acquisitions of France at that time; and 
was meant to do, when that clause in the | if the interference of the French -govern- 


j 
| 


thing which could igterrupt the yood under- | reference to the then existing state of things ; 


for the measure of his Maj jesty ’s compensa- 
tion was to be calculated with reference to 


ment in the gener ral atfairs of Europe, since 


| Sion of Malta, should oe fully accomplished. | | that petiod; if their interposition with re- 


spyct to Switzerland and Holland, whose in- 
depe endence Was guaranteed by. them at the 
time of the coticlasion of the treaty of peace ;° 


‘if the annexations which have been made to 


France in various quarters, but particularly 
those in’ Haly, have extended the territory 


and increased .the power of the French go- 














vernment, his Majesty would be warranted, 
consiste ntly with the spirit of the treaty of 
| peace, in claiming equivalents for these ac- 
| Quisitions, asa counterpoise to the augmen- 
tation of the power of France. His Ma- 
jesty, however, anxious to prevent all ground 
of misu: nderstanding, and desirous of conso- 
lidating the general peace of EF urope, as far 
as might be in his power, was w illing to have 
waived the pretensions he might have a righ 
{6 advance of this nature ; and as the other 
articles of the definitive treaty have been ig 
a course of execution on his part, so he 
would have been ready to have carried into 
effect the true intent and spirit of the 10th 
afte. the execution of which, according 
ey terms, had been rendered impracticable 
tances which it was not in his Ma- 
. Pe dower to controul... A comtnunica- 
‘to your lordship would accordingly have 
= conto rmably to this dispoti- 
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tion, if the attention of. his Majesty’s go- has furnished me. T recapitulated them all, 
vernment had not been attracted by the | the principle on whieh the treaty of Amiens 
very extraordinary publication of the report | was founded; avd the right) which naturally 


of Colonel Scbastiani to the First Consul. 
It is impossible for his Majesty to view this 
report in any o'her light thanasan official pub- 
lication; for without referring particularly to 
explanations which have been repeatedly given 
upon the subject of publications in the Moni- 
teur, the article in question, as it purports to be 
the report to the First Consul of an accredited 
agent, as it appears to have been signed by Col. 
Sebastiant himself, and as it is published in the 
official paper, with an official ticle prefixed to 
it, must be considered as authorised by the | 
French Government. ‘This report contains 
the most unjustifiable insinuations and charges 
against the officer who commanded his forces 
in Egypt, and against the British army in that 
quarter, insinuations and charges wholly desti- 
tute of foundation, and as such as would war- 
rant his Majesty in demanding that satisfaction, 
which on occasions of this nature, indepen 
dent powers in a state of amity have a right 
to expect from each other, It discloses, more- 
over views in the highest degrece injurious to 
the interests of hic Majesty's dominions, and 
directly repugnant to, aod utterly inconsistent 
with, the spirit and letter of the treaty of 





aros: from that principle, of interference on 
our part for the purpose of obtaining satisfac. 


tion or compensation, for any essential diffe. 
rences which may have arisen in the relative 
situation of the two counrries, I instanced 
che cases, beginning with Italy and concluding 
with Switzerland, in which the territory or in- 
fluence of France had been extended subse- 
quent to the treaty of Amiens, I represented 
to him that this principle of compensation had 
been fully and formally admitted by the French 
government, in the course of the negotiation 
at Amiens. [ then told him» that notwith- 
standing the indisputable right which his Ma. 
jesty might have derived of claiming some 
counterpoise for such acquisitions, instructions 
would have been given me, by which I should 
have been empowered to declare his Majesty’s 
readiness to carry into effect the full intent of 
the 10th article of the treaty, if the attention 
of his Majesty's government had not been 
roused by the official publication of Colonel 
Sebastiani’s report to the First Consul. It was 
useless to recapitalate the particulars of this very 
extraordinary report; but I appealed to hin 
whether it was not of a nature, exclusive of 





eace, concluded between his Majesty and the 
French government; and his Majesty would 
jee! that he was wanting tn a proper regard to 
the honor of his crown, and to the interests of 
his dominions, if he could see with indifference 
such a system developed and avowed. His 
Majesiv cannot, therefore, regard the condact 
of the French povenment on various occasions 
since the coachision of the definitive treaty, 
the iosingations and crarges contained in the 
report. of Colonel Sebastiant, ‘and the views 
which that report discloses, without feeling it 
necessary for him distinctly to declare, that it 
will be impossible for him to enter into any 
further discussion relative to Malta, unless he 
“receives satisfactory explanation on the subject 
of this communication, Your Excellency is 
desired to take an early opporiunity of fully 
explaining his Majesty's sentiments as above 
stated, to che French goveriment, 1am, &c, 
Hawk espury. 
His i'reeliency, Lord Whitworth; K: By Sc. 


No. 37,—-Exiract of a dispatch from Lord '} inviolable the pea 


Whitvorsh to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Paris, 
whebrucry 17, 1503.1 have the honour to ge 
2) Saguaint your lordsvip that I saw My de ‘Talley- 

/yand on ‘Puesday last, for the purpose 


a” 


neti of cat- | system, it: would be most imperionsly ¢ 
1 gying into effect your jordship’s insteuctions’ of | to hi otal impossibility 


the total impos yar 

the 9th ins ant, I began by telling him that I bre round: itself of cs ay ig on 8 

had nothing new to communicate to him; but } state of warfar bppaat yoo 

» bmmerely to confirm. officially that which I hadi} rapeare: would ynarur ty dead tO- 
premised.! Fdid. not | pres at surprize, therefore, 8 

~ vhowever pass over with the same indiffe}y 

rence, the arguineats with which your lordship} tur 


the personal allusions it contained, to excite 
the utmost jealousy in the minds of his Mayjes- 
ty’s ministers, and to demand on their pat 
every measure of precaution. I coucluded 
with the distinot declaration, that it was 1- 
possible for his Majesty to enter into any fur- 
ther discussion relative to Malka, unless he re- 
ceived satisfactory explanations on the subject 
of the First Consul’s views. M. de Talley- 
rand in his reply, did not attempt to dispu'’ 
the drift of my argument. » He admitted, with 
an affected tone of candour, that the jealously 
we felt on the score of: Egypt, with a view : 
our possessions in India, was natural. Bat »¢ 
could not admit that any thing had appeared 1 
the conduct of the French government 1) a 
tification of the alarm we expressed. = 
repeating what he had said to me 10 a a 
conversation, ‘on the subject of Sebasee 
mission, which he asserted to be strictly of 

‘mercial, bev expatiated at great length 9 5 
sincere desire of the First Consal to maint : 
ce whieh had been s0 wd 
concluded ; adding, that the sitaation shi 
4 French finances. was such, that) were ject of 
| desire of peace in the First Consul an & 


| 


oo. 2 


oo him t 
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well known in England, so completely -want- 
ing; and desiged to know what was the na- 
ture aad degree of satisfaction which his Ma. 
jesty would require. 
| could not prerend to say by what means those 
apprehensions, which the conduct of this go- 
vern vent had raised in Englaad, were ta be 
allayed; but I could assure hém, that in the 
discussion of chem, we should be animated 


solely by a sincere desire ta be convinced of | 
the truth of his assertions, ince on that de- | 
pended the peace and happiness of Europe. I 


took this opportunity of assuring him, that 
akthouga, according to his statement of the 
situation of France, we might possess in a 
greater degree the means of supporting the ex- 
pence of a war, since those means arose from 
sources Which even a state of warfare did not 
dry up, yet such was his Majesty’s sincere de- 
sire of maintaining peace, that nothiag bur 
absolute and unavoidable necessity wauld ever 
induee him to deprive his subjects of the bless- 
ings which they begin to enjoy, 
Paris, February 21, 1803. 
No. 38.—-My lord, my last dispatch, in 
which I gave your lordship an account of my 
conference with M, de Talkeyrand, was scarce- 
ly gone, when I received a note from him, in- 
forming me that the First Consul wished to 
converse with me, aad desired I would come 
to himatthe Thuilleries at nine o'clock. He 
received me in his cabimet, with tolerable cor- 


dialiy, and, after talking on different subjects 
for a few minutes, he desired me to sit down, 
as he himself did on the other side of the ta- 


ble, and began, He told me, that he felt it 
necessary after what had passed. between me 
aud M, de Talleyrand that he should in the 
most clear and authentic manner, make known 
his sentiments to me in order to their being 
communicated to his Majesty; and he con- 
ceived this would be more effectually done by 
himself than through any medium whatever. 
Hesaid, it was a matter of infinite disappoint- 
ment to him, that the treaty of Amiens, instead 


of being followed by conciliation and friend- 


ship, the natural effeces of peace, had been pro- 
ductive only of continual and increasing jea- 
ousy and mistrust; and that this mistrust was 
now avowed in such a manner as mutt bring 
the point to an-issue. He now enumerated 
~ coven provocations which he 8 poseendell'en 

recsived from England. in 
the first line our mot evaguating haiea had 
To tia as We were bound todo by: uweaty, 
' = he ON yon ea 

make acquiesce pe of the two 
be had mther see us tn ponteuton of the Foun. 


NEGQTIATION 


| 
| 


| and his government, 
Oa this I tald him, that | 


with FRANCE. [103 
he considered as: much mare mischievous, since 
it was meant to.excite this country against him 
He complained of the 
protection given to Georges and others of his 


| description, wha instead of being sent to Cana- 


da, as had been repeatedly promised, were pers 
mitted to remain in England, tandsomely pen- 
sioned, and constantly committing all sorts of 
crimes on the coasts of France, as well as in 





the interiar. In eonformatian of this, he rald 
me, that two men had within these few days 
been apprehended in Normandy, and were 
now on their way ta Paris, wha were hi- 
red agsassins, and employed by the bishop of 
Arras, by the baron de Rolle, by Georges, and 
by Dutheil, ag would be fully proved in a 
| court ef jultice, and made known to the 
world, He acknowledged, that the irritation, 
he felt agaiaft England. increased daily, be- 
cause every wind (1 make yse as much as 1 can 
of his own ideas and expressions) which blew 
from England brought nathing but enmity and 
hatred against him. He now went back ta 
Egypt, and told me, that if he had tek the 
smatiest inclination to take possession of it by 
force, he might have done it a month ago, by 
sending twenty-five thousand men to Aboukir, 
who would have possessed themselves of the 
whole country in dehance of the four thousand 
British in Alexandria. ‘That instead of that 
garrison betng a means of protecting Kgypt, it 
was only furnishing him with a prerence tor in- 
vading it, Zhis he should not da, whatever 
might be kis desire to have it us @ colony, be- 
cause he did nat think it. worth the risk of a 
war, dnrwvlich he might, perhaps, be considered 
as the agyressor, and by which he should lose 
more than he could gain, stvce sooncr or later 
Lgypt would belong to France, either by the fall- 
ing to peeces of the Turkish Empire, or by some. 
. arrangement with the Porte. As aproof of his 
| desire to maintain peace, he wished to know 
} what he had to gain by going to war with 
, England. A descent was the only means of 
| offence he had, and that he was determined to 
) attempt, by putting himself at the head of the 
t expedition. But how could it be supposed, 
that after having gained the height on which 
he stood, he would risk his life aud reputation 
in such a@ hazardous attempt, unless forced to 
it by necessity, when the chances were that he 
and the greatest part of the expedition woult 
go tothe bottom of the sea. He-talked much 
on this subject, but never affected to diminish 
theedanger. He acknow that there 


| were one hundred chances to one against him ; 


but still he was determined: to attempt ir, if 
wat should. be the consequence of the: present 
discussion ; and that such was the , 

| that army after army would be 








in | much on the natural force of the two countries, 
This | Prance: wish an army of fours pts pe 
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eighty thousand men, for to this amount, it-is, 
he said, to be immediately completed, all ready 
for the most desperate enterprizes; and Eng- 
Jand with a ficet that made her mistress of the 
seas, and which he did not think he fhould be 
able to equal in less than ten years, Two such 
countries by a proper understanding might gov. 
ernthe world, but by their strifes might overturn 
it. He said, that if he had. not felt theenmity of 
the British government on every occasion since 
the Treaty of Amiens, there would have been 
nothing that he would not have done to prove 
his desire to conciliate; participation in in- 
demnities as well! as in influence on the Conti- 
ment; treaties of commerce; in short, any thing 
that could have given satisfaction, and have 
testified his friendship, Nothing, however, 
had been able to conquer the hatred of the Br- 
tish government, and therefore it was now 
come to the point, whether we should have 
peace or war. ‘To preserve peace the ‘Treaty 
of Amiens must be fulfilled ; the abuse in the 
public prints, if not totally suppressed, -at least 
kept within bounds, and confined to the Eng- 
lish papers; and the protection so openly given 
to his bitterest enemies (alluding to Georges 
and persons.of that description) must be with- 
drawn. If war, it was necessary only to say so, 
and to refuse to fulfil the treaty, He now made 
the tour of Europe to prove to me, that in its 
present state, there was no power with which 
we could coalesce for the parpose of making 
war against France; consequently it was our 
interest to gain time, and if we had any point 
to gain renew the war when circumstances 
were more favourable. He said, it was not 
doing him justice to suppose, that he conceived 
himself above the opinion of his country or of 
Europe. He would not risk wniting Europe 
against him by any violent act of aggression ; 
neither was he so powerful in France as to per- 
suade the nation to go to war unless on good 
rounds. -He said, that he had not chastised 
~ Algerines, from his vowillingness to excite 
the jealousy of other powers, but he hoped that 
England, Russia, and France would one day 
feel that it was their interest to destroy: such a 
nest of thieves, and force them to live rather 
by cultivating their land than by.plunder. In 
the little 1 said to him, for he gave me in the 
course of two hours bat very few opportunities 
of saying a word, I-confined myself strictly to 
the tenor of your lordship’s instructions, I 
them in the'same manneras J had done to 

de Tallecyrand, and dwelt as strongly as I 
could.on the sensation which the publication 
of Sebastiani's report iz created in England, 
where the views of France towards: Egypt 
must always command the utmost vigilance: 


and jealousy. He maintained thatwhatought | trust. Gihisyt 
was on | Uralod 
to. gain by renew- 


to convince us of his desire of; peace, 
the oue hand the little he had:to 
ing the war, and on the other the facility with 


PERS on tHe (1036 
which‘he might have taken possession of Egypt 
with the very ships and troops which were now 

} going from the Mediterranean to Sr. Domingo, 

| and that with the approbation of all Europe, 

| and more particularly of the Turks, who had 
| repeatedly: invited him to join with them for 
the purpose of forcing us to evacuate their ter- 
ritory. 1 do not preiend to follow the argu. 
| ments of the First Consul in detail ; this would 
| be impossible, trom the vast variety of matter, 
| which he tock occasion to introduce. His 
| purpose was evidently to convince me that on 

Malta must depend peace or war, and at the 

| same time to impress upon my mind a strong 

| idea of the means he possessed of annoying us 

/at home and abroad. With regard to the mis. 

| trust.and jealousy which he said constantly 

| prevailed since the conclusion of the Treaty of 

Amiens, | observed that atter a war of such 

long duration, so full of rancour, and carried 

on in a manner of which history has no exam- 
| ple, it was but natural that a considerable de 
| gree of agitation should prevail ; but this, like 
the swell atter a storm, would gradually sub- 
| side, af not kept up by the policy of either 
| party; that I would not pretend to pronounce 
| which had been the aggressor in the paper war ot 
| which he complained, and which was still kept 
| up, though with this difference,that inEngland it 
was independent of government, and in France 
its very act and deed. To this I added, that 
it must be admitted that we had such motives 
of mistrust against France as could not be al- 
| leged against us, and I was going to instance 
| the accession of territory and influence gained 
by France since the treaty, when he interrupted 
me by saying, I suppose you mean Piedmont 
and Switzerland; ** ce sont des Bagatelles :” 
and it must have been foreseen whilst the ne- 
gotiation was pending ; ** Vous n’ avez pas le 
droi d’en parler a cette heure,” I then al- 
leged as a cause of mistrust and of jealowy, 
the impossibility of obtaining justice or any 
kind of redsess for any of his Majesty's sub- 
jects; He asked me in what respect; and 
told him that since the signing of the treaty, 
not one British claimant had been satisfied, 
although every Frenchman of that description 

had been so within one month after that period j 

and that since I had been here, and I could say 

as much of my predecessors, not one sts 
factory answer had been obtained to the innu- 

merable representations which we had 67 

under the’ necessity of — in’ fayour 

British subjects and ‘property detained in the 

even ‘a shadow.of justiee’ such af order of 

things, Lsaid, was not made vo mspir® i 

dences) hut, on. thecontrary,’ must Cree 















fii 













the 



























cr ee her FeCUm 








1037} NEGOTIATION 


ceed from any disiriclination to do what was 


just and right. With regard to, the pensions 


which were. granted to French, or Swiss in- 
dividuals, I observed that they were given as 
a reward for past, services, during the» war, 
and most certainly not for present ones, and 
still less for such as had been insinuated, ofa 


nature repugnant to the feelings of every in- | 


dividual in England, and to the universally 
acknowledged loyalty and honour of the Bn- 
tish government, That..as for any partici- 
pation of indemnities, or other ‘accessions 





with FRANCE, [1oss 


discussion; where that could be done without 
violating the laws of the country, and to ful- 
fil strictly the engagements which they had 
contracted, in as much as that could be re- 
conciied with the safety of the ‘state. As 
this applied to Malta and Egypt, he gave me 
to understand that a project was in contem- 
plation, by which the integrity of ‘the 


| Turkish empire would be so effectually se- 


cured as to do away every cause of doubt or 
uneasiness, either with regard to Evypt or 
any part of the Turkish dominions. He 


which his. Majesty might have obtained, ‘I | could not then, he said, explain himself far- 
could take upon myself to assure him that | ther. Under these circumstances no one 


his Majesty’s ambitition led him rather to 
preserve tham)te acquire. And that-with re- 
card to the most propitious moment for re- 
newing hostilities, his Majesty, whose sin- 
cere desireat was to continue the blessings of 
peate to his subjects, would always consider 
such a measurevas the greatest calamity : but 
that if his Majesty was so desirous of peace, 
it must not be imputed to the difficulty of 
obtaining allies; and the fess so, as those 
means which it:might be necessary to afford 
such allies, for'perhaps inadequate services, 
would all be concentrated ‘in’ England, and 
give a proportionate increase of energy to 
our own exertions. At this part of the con- 
versation he rose from his chair, and told 
me that he should give orders to General 
Andréossy to enter on the discussion of this | 
business with your lordship ; but he wished 





that I should, at the same time, be made 
acquainted with his motives, and convinced | 
of his sincerity, rather from himself than | 
from his ministers. He then, after .a con- 
versation of two hours, during, the. greatest 
part of which he, talked insessantly,...con- 
versed for a few moments on indifferent sub- 
jects, In apparent good humour, and retired, 
Such was nearly, as I can recollect, the UT» 
port of this conference, .. It must, however, 
be observed, that he did not, as; M.,) Falley- 
rand had done, affect to attribute, Colonel 
cbastiani’s mission to. commercial motives.only, 
‘ut as one rendered necessary in a, military 
frciaty a by the infraction, by .us,of the 
Ph of Amiens. | -haye the honour -to bey | 

i spi 00 sroeenagbor Warimworetn.! 
dy igh '§ Conversation took place: on Fri- 
ler? and. this morning 1. saw.Mx de Fal. 





rand, He. id been withthe First Cons | 
: ial ae abe ard. me tt 
telat mel aiid ity th 





} inthatquarier!: but that,<on:the-uthenharid, 
| of jthe First Consul tas werided- 


can expect that we should relinquish that 
assurance which we have in hand, till some- 

thing equaily satisiactory is proposed. 

WHITWORTH. 

The Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbary, &ec. 
Downing-street, Feh, 28th, 1808. 
No, 39.—My Lord, Your excellency’s 
dispatch, of February 21st, has been re- 
ceived, and laid before the King. I have 
great satisfaction in communicating to you 
his Majesty’s entire approbation of ihe able 
ahd judicious manner in which you appear ¢o 
have executed the instructions which | gave 
to you in my dispatch of the 9th instant, 
The account you hyve given of your inicr- 
view with the First Consul, is in every re- 
spect important. It is unnecessary for me 
to remark on the tone and temper in wliich 
the sentiments of the First Consul appear to 


| have been: expressed, or to offer any ob- 


servations in additien’ to those so properly 
made by your excellency at, the time, upon 
several of thé topics which were’ brought 
forward-by:the First Consul in the course of 
your conyersation; I shall therefore. content 
myself with referring your ¢excellency, to, my 
dispatch to: Mr Merry of August 28, 1802, 
in which the subject of the complaints of the 
French government, respecting the, freedom 
of. the. press, the emigrants;;é¢. are parti- 
cularly aay L.cannot, however, avoid 
noticing,..tkat, nothing, approaching to ex- 
planation, or: satis{aciionisistated to have been 
thrown eutby the First Consul, in answer to 
the just representations andi complaintsiof hie 
Majesty,,4m, consequence ‘of the wnwarrants 
able insinuations; and: charges) contamed :in 


Colonel, Sebastiani’s report sagain’t his: Mae» 
jesty’s..government,--the oflicer: commands 
ing, hisforces: im vEgypt, tandy:his ! army: . 
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inst his Majesty’s government, of their 
unwillingness to fulfil the treaty of Amiens. 
The treaty of Amiens has been in a course 
of.execution, on the part of his Majesty, in 
every article in which, according to the spi- 
rit of that treaty, it has been found capable 
of execution. There cannot be the least doubt, 
that Egypt is at this time completely evacu- 
ated. ‘Lhe delay which had arisen in the 
evacuation of Alexandria, was owing to ac- 
cidental circumstances, the particulars of 
which were explained to you in my dispatch 
of the 30th November last ; and I had every 
reason to believe, from the communication 
I had with General Andrcossy on the sub- 
ject, that the French government were per- 
fectly satisfied with the explanation which he 
was authorized at the time to give them re- 
specting it. With regard to that article of the 
treaty which relates to Malta, the stipula- 
tions contained in it (owing to circumstances 
which it was not inthe power of his Majesty 
to controul), have not been found capable of 
execution. The refusal of Russia to accede 
to the arrangement, except on condition 
that the Maltese langue should be abolished ; 
the silence of the Court of Berlin with re- 
spect to the invitation that has been made to 
it, in Consequence of the treaty, to becorne 
a guarantying power; the abolition of the 
Spanish priorics, in defiance of the treaty to 
which the King of Spain was a party; the 
declaration of the Portugtiese government of 
their intention to sequestrate the property of 
the Portuguese priory, as forming a part of 
the Spanish langue, unless the property of 
the Spanish priories is restored to them; the 
non-election of a Grand Master: these cir- 
cumstances wouid have been sufficient, with- 
out any other special grounds, to have war- 
yanted his Majesty in suspending the evacua- 
tion of the Island, until some new arrangement 
could be adjusted for its security and inde- 
pendence. But when it is considered how 
greatly the dominion, power, and influence 
of France have of late been extended, his 
Majesty must feel, that he has an incon- 
testible right, conformably to the principles 
on which the treaty of peace was negociated 
and concluded, to demand additional secu- 
rities in any new arrangement which it might 
be ‘necessary to make with a view of effect- 
ing the real objects of that treaty. And 
these considerations, sufficient as they might 
in thetnselves to justify the line of con- 
which his Majesty determined to 
en oe 
manifested by the govern- 
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Consul, th his interview with your értellency) : 
views which are directly repugnant, sot on. 


‘( 
ly to the spirit, but to the letter of the treaty 
of Amiens. From the postscript in your ex. 
cellency’s letter, it‘appears that a project was { 
in contemplation, by which, according to the ‘ 
declaration of Mr. Talleyrand, the integrity of i 
the Turkish territory would be secured so as to t 
do away every cause of dowbi or uneasiness . " 
either with regard to Egypt or to any other part t 
of the Turkish dominions. His Majesty will ti 
consider the communication of such a pro- I 
ject as indicating a disposition, on the part eg: 
of the French government, to afford him re 
explanation and satisfaction respecting some » «d 
of the points which have been the subject of ra 
his representation. But after all that has , su 
passed, his Majesty cannot consent that his tio 
troops should evacuate the Island of Malta, wi 
until substantial security has been provided cal 
for those objects, which, under the present | Ww 
circumstances, might be materially endan re 
gered by their removal. I am, &c. rte 

. HAWKESBURY. Kor 

His Excellency Lord Whitworth, &c. _ , 
Paris, 5th March, 1803. | add 

No. 40.—My Lord, Isaw M. de Talleyrand lo | 


yesterday, and acquitted myself of yout 
lordship’s instructions. I recapitulated the 
several arguments therein contained, dwel- 
ling particularly on the open ‘avowal of the 
First Consul’s views in Egypt; and con 
cluding with the resolution of his Majesty not 










































to withdraw his troops from Malta, until ne 
some security should be given, that by so send 
doirig his Majesty should not expose the him, 
safety of his own dominions. He heard me the’ 
with great patience, and in answer endea dons 
voured, a8 before, to convince me thal dated 
there was no reason whatever for the appre ureed 
hensions which we entertained. That it w% the fy 
trut,. the acquisition of Egypt had been, and First 
still was, a favourite object of the micht 
First Consul, but that it was not so much so and th 
as td allow him to go to war for its atfar £ust of 
ment. I then told him that what had in f that th 
particular manner excited the attention he Fi 
your lordship, in my last report, was onde is wis 
sutance he ‘had given me of some proit’ faith, 
being in contemplation, whereby the mis vait th 
gtity of the Turkish empire would be so” Dunica 
sured, in all its parts, as fo remove cet have tf 
doubt or apprehension. I begged Ae 
therefore, to explain himself on this sv® PS. 
which I conceived to be of the utmost d the 
nce}. since it was only by such me ave ta 
that both parties could be He te Tall 
gave me to understand, that what he or wh; 
termed a project was nothing mor’ ted ¢ 
what had been expressed in First he Much 
sul’s message to the legislative body, whe ny Fea 
ia gia . a Vo 
says, that there is a Freneli L. 
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Constantinople, who is. charged to give 
every assurance of the dispesition of France 
to strengthen, instead of to weaken, that 
vovernment. I expressed a-doubt. whether 
this, or any other parole security, would: be 
considered as sufficient in sucha transaction. 
Hereupon he repeated the question— What 
then is the security which you: require, and 
which the First Consul can. give?..This, I 
told him, must be the subject,of the negotia- 
tion on which we were willing to enter; and 
I trusted that the French government, would 
bring into it the same temper,-and the same 
real desire to conciliate, which was manifest- 
cd by his Majesty’s ministers: M. de Talley- 
rand now informed me, that the First Con- 
sul had, five or six days ago, ordered instruc- 
tions to be sent to General Andréossy, by 
which he was to require an immediate and 
categorical answer to the plain question— 
Whether his Majesty would, or would not, 
cause Malta to .be evacuated by the British 
troops? That he concluded this communica- 
tion was already. made, and that he expected 
to learn the result of it in a very few. days; 
adding, that all the First Consul wanted was 
lo know precisely.on what he had to depend. 
I could not help lamenting this precipitate 
_ measure, since it could answer no good. pur- 
pose, and would only tend to introduce into 
the discussion ill-humour and offended dig- 
uity, in the place of dispassionate reasoning. 
| begged him, however, to be prepared, and 
‘o prepare the First Consul, to meet with 
more opposition to. his will than he had been 
! accustomed. to on Similar occasions. I told 
‘im, that his Majesty was willing to. discuss 
he point in dispute with fairness and can- 
cour, but certainly never would be intimi- 
Gated into acquiescence; and I repeatedly 
urged, that if he wished well to the peace of 
»< (wo countries, he should prepare. the 
First Consul for the consequences. which 
gre naturally be expected from this. step, 
ng prevent the effect of any, sudden 
fat then eee sade was unwilling to admit 
he First a u any chance of. aesaph 
.- First Consul short of a compliance wit 
;..,.' Shes, founded as he pretended on good 
rit the Conversation ended here, and I 
munication gee Hee Pome” oP 
Bajra, with the utmost. impatience. ; I 
OBOUF CODE, Bee ic un gil 
P. S. Inthe } (Signe!) Wirtrwortn,, 
F € interval between the. writi 
above, dispatch 
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| disposed to give me another opinion, and to 
convince me that the First Consul, far from 
wishing to carry matters to extremity, was 
| desirous to discuss, fairly and without passion, 
a point; which he admitted was of import- 
ance to both countries. He repeatedly as- 
sured me, that much as the First Consul 
might have the acquisition of Egypt at heart, 
he would sacrifice his own feelings to the 
preservation of peace; and henceforth seek 
to augment his glory, by improving and con- 
solidating the internal situation of the coun- 
try, rather than by adding to its possessions. 
Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, Se. W. 


i 














No. 41.—Noie from General Andréossy My "4 
to Lord Hawkesbury, dated March 10, dn 
1803.—Translation— The undersigned am- eh 
bassador and minister plenipotentiary of the mn 
French Republic to his Britannic Majesty, ey 
has received from the First Consul, express tite 
orders to require from the British govern- A 
ment some. explanations respecting the qr 

, : Ah; 
protracted occupation of the Island of Malta og 
by the English troops. He had hoped that whe 
verbal communications would have been suf- 9 
ficient to have produced satisfactory expe- ae 

' sitions, by preparing the way for the mutual 2b ig 
conciliation of minds and interests, a conduct ° | aed 
which has been prescribed to him by his a ! 
ardent zeal for the maintenance of harmony er) 
between the two countries, and of the peace ‘af 
of Europe, objects of the solicitude of the whe 
French. government: but the undersigned $i 
thinks he can. no longer delay complying ae 
with the instructions, he had receiyed, and | a 


he bas therefore the honour of addressing the 
following . observations to his Excellency 
Lord; Hawkesbury, which recal to. recollec- 
tion the spirit and the leading features of the 







verbal communications which he has previ- hee 

ously made.to him. By the conditions of the Mt : 
fourth paragraph of the 10th article of the ir i 
treaty.of Amiens, the English troops, were to ge 
evacuate the, Island of Malta and its de- if 





pendencies three months after the exchange 
of . the. ratifications. Ten. months have 
clapsed since the ratifications have been ex- 
changed, .and the, English troops are, still at 
Malta... The French. troops, on. the contrary, 
who were to, evacuate the Neapolitan and 
Papal states, have,not waited the expiration 
of the,three months which were granted to 
them to withdraw, and have quitted Taren- 
tun, the fortifications of which they had. re- 
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established, and. where they had. collected 
_100 pieces of cannon. mt canbe; ed 
i ification. clay in. evacuating 









in justification, of . the 
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enumerated in the Gth paragraph have not yet 
accepted the guaranty which is devolved upon 
them? But this is not a condition that relates 
to the evacuation of the island; and besides, 
Austria has already sent its act of guaranty : 
Russia itself has made only a single difficulty, 
which is done away by the accession of the 
First Consul to the modifications proposed, 
unless indeed England itself throws obstacles in 
the way, by refusing to accede to the propo- 
sals of Russia, which after all could not af- 
fect the engagements of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, who, according to the express condi- 
tions of the treaty, is to evacuate the island 
of Malta within three months, placing it un- 
der the guard of the Neapolitans, who are 
to garrison it, until the definitive arrange- 
ments of the Order are settled. It should 
therefore seem impossible, and it would be 
without example in the history of nations, 
were his Britannic Majesty to refuse to exe- 
cute a fundamental article of the pacifica- 
tion, of the very one, which, in the draw- 
ing up of the preliminaries, was considered 
as the first, and as requiring to be settled 
previously to every other point, Indeed, 
the First Consul, who cordially relies on the 
intentions of his Britannic Majesty, and can- 
not suppose them to be less open and ge- 
nerous than those with which he is animated, 
has hitherto been unwilling to attribute the 
delay of the evacuation of the island of 
Malta, to any other than to maritime cir- 
cumstances. The undersigned is, therefore, 
charged to require explanations on this point, 
and he is persuaded that the British ministry 
will be the more anxious to furnish such as 
will be satisfactory, as they must be sensible 
how necessary they are for the maintenance 
of harmony, and how important they are 
for the honour of the two nations. The 
undersigned avails himself of this opportu- 
nity to renew to Lord Hawkesbury the assur- 
ances of his high consideration. 
(Signed) I. ANDREOSSY. 
Portland-place, 10th March, 1803. 
Paris, March 12, 1803. 

No. 42.—My Lord, ‘The messenger Ma- 
son arrived yesterday morning early, with 
your lordship’s letter of the 7th, informing 
me, that in consequence of the preparations 
in the s of France and Holland, which, 
though avowedly intended for colonial ser- 
vice, might, in the event of a rupture, be 
turned qc some part of the British do- 
minions, his Majesty ha: judged it expedient 
to send a message to both houses of parlia- 
ment, recommending, in terms void of of- 
fence, the adoption of such measures as may 
be consistent with the honour of his crown, 
and the: security of his dominions, 
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jesty’s disposition for the. preservation of 
peace. I beg leave to return your lordship 
my thanks for having apprized me of this 
circumstance. by a special messenger; | 
found, however, on going to M. de Talley. 
rand, at two o'clock, that he was already in- 
formed of it. He was just setting out to 
communicate it to the First Consul, and ap- 
peared under considerable agitation, He 
returned with me to his Cabinet, and though 
he told me he was pressed for time, he suf- 
fered me to relate the circumstance without 
interruption... | endeavoured fo make him 
sensible that this measure was merely pre- 
cautionary, and not in the least degree in- 
tended asa menace. I concluded my obser- 
vations by repeating that it was merely a 
measure of self-security, founded on the ar- | 
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maments which were carrying on in the ports 
of France and Holland, remarking at the 

















same time, that had not even these arma- |p 
ments been as notorious as they were, the o 
very circumstance of the First Consul’s de- d 
termination to augment so considerably his Di 
army in time of peace, would have been a m 
full and sufficient motive for such a measure av 
of precaution. M.de Talleyrand now in- mt 
formed me that he was already acquainted tic 
with the business; that a messenger had that co 
morning arrived, who had brought him a mo 
copy of the message, which he commun to 
cated to me. I could draw from him no re- Cia 
py whatever to my observations. He con- but 
fined himself strictly to the assurance which Lor 
he has so repeatedly made, that there was no lob 
foundation whatever for the alarm which was i 
felt by his Majesty’s ministers; that the First a 
Consul was pacific; that he had no thoughts hi 
whatever of oliacking his Majesty’s domi ry 
nions, unless forced to do so by a commence- . t 
ment of hostilities on our part; that he should : the | 
always consider the refusal to evacuate Malta a 
as such a commencement of hostilities; 7 bark 
that as we had hitherto hesitated to do 50, a ca . 
was justified in adopting the measures whic tisfac 
might eventually be necessary. He apr ment 
ed every idea of the armaments fitting ovt : place, 
the Dutch ports having any other rong march 
than tothe colonies, arid concluded that land i 






his part, he could not comprehend the A 
tives which had necessitated a resort to su 
a measure on the part of his Majesty S° 
vernment. He then desired leave to 8 
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so far mastered by his feelings, as to lose sight 
of the calamities which the present discussion 
might entail upon humanity. He dwelt much 
on this topic, and explained the measures to 
which he should be obliged to resort ; he said 
that if England wished to discuss fairly, he 
wished the same ; that if England prepared for 
, | war he would do the same; and that if Eng- 
: land should finally determine on hostilities, he 


h trusted to the support of the French nation in 
. = the cause of honour and of justice. It was in 
it vain that I repeated that England did not wish 
n for war; that peace was as necessary to usas it 
e- could be to France; that all we desired, and 
n- all that we were contending for, was security ; 
t- | that every thing proved tous that that security 
4 was threatened by the First Consul’s views on 
ir Egypt; and that consequently our refusal to 
rts evacuate Malta, was become as much a necessary 


he | measure of precaution, as the defence of any 
1a- | part of his Majesty’s dominions. ‘To this kind 
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tinuing a French army in that country.—VI. 
It is also the natural consequence of all. this, 
that the First Consu! should send a fresh force 
into Italy, in order to occupy, in case of neces- 
sity, the position of Tarentum.—VII, Eng- 
land arming, and arming with so much publi- 
city, will compel France to put her armies on 
the war establishment, a step so important as 
cannot fail to agitate all Kurope. 

The result of all these movements will be to 
irritate the two countries still more. France 
will have been compelled to take all these pre- 
cautions in consequence of the English arma- 
ments, and nevertheless every means will be 
taken to excite the English nation by the as- 
sertion, that France meditates an invasion. ‘The 
whole British population will be obliged to put 
themselves under arms for their defence, and 
their export trade will, even before the war, 
be in a state of stagnation throughout the whole 
extent of the countries occupied by the French 
arms. ‘The experience of nations, and the 
course of events prove, that the distance be- 
tween such a state of things and actual hosti- 
lity, is unfortunately not remote. As to the 
differences, of which mention is made in his 
Britannic Majesty’s message, we know not of 
any that we have with England ; for it cannot be 
imagined that a serious intention can have ex~- 
isted in England of evading the execution of 
the ‘I'reaty of Amiens, under the protection of 
a military armament. Europe well knows that 
it is possible to attempt the dismemberment of 
France, but not to intimidate her. 

Paris, March 14, 1803. 

No, 43.—My Lord, ‘The messenger Mason 
went on Saturday with my dispatches of that 
date, and until yesterday (Sunday) I*saw no 
one likely to give me any further information 
such as t could depend upon, as to the effect 
which his Majesty’s message had produced on 
the First Consul. At the court which was 
held at the Thuilleries upon that day, he accost- 
ed me evidently under very considerable agi- 
tation. He began by asking me if I had any 
news from England. 1 told him that I had 
received letters from your lordship two days 
ago. He immediately said, and so you are 
determined to go to war. No! I replied, we 
are too sensible of the advantages of peace.— 
Nous avons, said he, déji tait la guerre pen- 
dant quinze ans.—As he seemed to wait for an 
answer, I observed only, C’en est déja trop.— 
Mais, said he, vous voulez la faire encore 
quinze années, et vous m’y forgez.—I told 
him, that was very far from his Majesty's in- 
tentions.—He then to Count Mar- 
“cow and the Chevalier Azara, who were stand- 
together at a little distance from me, and 





the of reasoning M. de Talleyrand opposed the mo- 
de- deration of the First Cousul, his great self de- 
his nial, and his determination to sacrifice even the 
na most favourite points to his sincere desire to 
ure | avoid a rupture, M, de Talleyrand now told 
in- me, that, in order to facilitate my communica- 
ited tion of the First Consul’s sentiments, he would 
that | Communicate to me a paper which he had that 
= 4 morning drawn up with him; that it was not 
my to be considered as any thing absolutely offi- 
re cial; that it was a memorandum to assist me, 
con | but such as I might, if I chose, transmit to your 
hic! Lordship, 1 now inclose it. I have th: honour 
15 0 tobe, &e, WHITWORTH. 
was Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, c. 
First _ Note verbale, referred to in No. 42. 
ughts : lranslation.—I, If his Britannic Majesty in 
jomi- his message means to speak of the expedition 
oget S of Helvoetfluys, all the world knows that it 
rovld Was destined or America, and that it was on 
Malta the point of sailing for its destination, but in 
. and i ee of his Majesty’s message, the em- 
, be arkation and putting to sea are about to be 
which ee eanded.—EL, f we do not receive sa- 
claim - actory explanation respecting these arma- 
out if mr in England, and if they actually take 
nation se by ¢s natural that the First Consul should 
sat fot ch 20,000 men into Holland, since Hol- 
ne mo wend So in the message.—III, These 
0 sack a ing once in the country, it is natural 
y's go frontions ot ment should be formed on the 
9 go! ad ditional. anover; and, moreover, that 
gould which n-, Codies should join those troo 
at di onder a ae steady embarkéd for America, in 
in? form new ations, and to main- 
. MELT me ", 
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‘said to them, Les Anglois veulent Ja guerre, 
ma: “i sont les premien ee fe 
ra Je dernier remettre. iis ne respec 
Traités. 1 faut dorénavant les 
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couvnr de Crepe noir.—tic then went his | 
round, in a few minutes he came back tome, | 
and resumed the conversation, if such it can | 
be called, by something personally civil to 
me. He began acain.—Pourquoi des Armc- | 
mens? Contre qui des mesures de precau- | 
tion? Je n’ai pas un seul vaisseau de ligne | 
dans les ports de France ; mais si vous voulez | 
armer, Jarmerai ausst; si vous voulez vous | 
battre, je me battrai aussi. Vous pourrez | 
peut-tre tuer la France, mais jamais lintimi- | 
der.—On ne vou droit, said I, m Pun ni} 
autre. Og voudroit vivre en bonne intelli- | 
gence avec elle.—Il faut done respecter les | 
traités, replied he; Malheur a ceux qui ne 
respectent pas les traités; ils en seront re- 
sponsable 2 toute I'Europe.—He was too 
much agitated to make it adviseable for me 
to prolong the conversation; I therefore made 
no answer, and he retired to his apartment, 
repeating the last phrase. It is to be re- 
marked that all this passed loud enouyh to be 
overheard by 200 people who were pre- 
sent, and I am persuaded that there was not 
a single person, who did not feel the extreme 
impropriety of his conduct, and the total want 
of dignity as well as of decency on the occa- 


actual state of possession of the different po 
ties, and to the treaties or puldic enzacemen: 
by which they were bound at the time of i 


_ conclusion ; and that if that state of Possession, 


and of engagements was so materially altere; 
by theact of either of the parties as to affec: 
the nature of the compact itself, the other 
party has a right, according to the law of n-- 
tions, to interfere for the purpose of obtainin: 
satisfaction or compensation for any essenti:| 
difference which such acts may have subse. 
quently made in their relative situation; thr 
if there ever was a case to which this prin- 
ciple might be applied with peculiar propriety, 
it was that of the late treaty of peace; forthe 
I negotiation was conducted on 2 besis not 
merely proposed by his Majesty, but spe- 
cially agreed to, in an official note, by the 
French government, viz. that his Majesty 
should keep a compensation out of his conquests 
for the important acquisition of territory made 
ty France upon the Continent. That isa sufficient 
proof that the compact was understood to 
have been concluded in relation to the then 
existing state of things; for the measure | 

his Majesty’s compensation was to be calcu- 
Isted with reference to the acquisitions of 
France at that time ; and if the interference oi 





sion. I propose taking the first opportunity 

of speaking to Mr. Talleyrand on this subject. 

I have the honour to be, &c. Wuitwortnh. 
Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. &c. 


No. 44.—Zxtract of a dispatch from Lerd ' 


Hawkesbury to Lord Whitsorth, dated March 
15, 1503.—TI send your excellency a copy of 
the note presented to me by General Andre- 
ossy on the 10th instant, (vide page 57) 
and a copy of the answer which I have this 
day by his Majesty's commands returned to it. 
No. 45.—Note.—The undersigned, his 
Majesty’s principal secretary of state for fo- 
reign affairs, has laid before the King the note 
of his excellency the French ambassador of 
the 10th instant. 1n obeying the commands 
of his Majesty, by returning an official answer 
to this note, the undersigned feels it neces- 
sary for him to do little more than repeat the 
explanations. which have been already given 
on more than one occasion by himseli ver- 
bally to General Andréossy, and by Lord 
Vhitworth to M. Talleyrand, on the subject 
of the note, and of the points which appear 
to be connected with it. He can have no 
difhculty in assuring the French Ambassador, 
that his Majesty has entertained a most sin- 
cere desire that the Treaty of Amiens might 
be executed in a full and complete manner ; 
but it has not been possible for him to con- 
sider this Treaty ad ar er ‘been founded on 
— different from those which have 
invariably applied to every other ante- 
cedent treaty or convention, namely, that 
they were negotiated with reference to the 
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| the French covernment in the general affun 
| of Europe since that period: if their interpo- 
} Sition with respect to Switzerland and Holanc, 
whose independence was guarantied by them 
| at the time of the conclusion of the treaty c! 
peace; if the acquisitions which have bec: 
| made by France in various quarters, but par- 
| ticularly those in Italy, have extended th 
| territory and increased the power of France, 
| his Majesty would be warranted, consistent} 
with the spirit of the treaty of pee, ® 
claiming equivalents for these acquisitions © 
a counterpoise to the augmentation 0 ©" 
power of France. His Majesty, - obi 
anxious to prevent all ground of = ’ 
standing, and desirous of ame 
general peace of Europe, as faras might 4 ihe 
his power, was willing to SA aL 
pretensions he might have a right es r 
} vance of this nature; and as the o pr 
ticles of the definitive treaty have been 
course of execution on his part, so he wou® 
have been ready to have carried into oF oa 
arrangement conformable to the tc 
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Colonel Sebastiani to the First Consul. ‘This 
report contains the most unjustifiable insinva- 


tions and charges against his Majesty's govern - | 


ment ;against theOfhicer commanding his forces 
in Egypt, and against the British army in that 
quarter : insinuations and charges wholly desti- 
tute of foundation, and such as would have war- 


ranted hisMajesty indemanding that satisfaction | 
; evacuation of the island vatil such time as the 


which on occasions of this nature, indepeadent 
powers, in a state of amity, havea right to ex- 
pect fromeaeh other, It discloses, moreover, 
views in the highest degree injurious to the 
interests Of his Majesty’s dominions, and di- 


rectly repugnant to, and utterly inconsistent | 
. 4 ‘ 


| on condition that the Maltese langue should be 


with, the spirit and letter of the treaty o! 
peace concluded between his Majesty and the 
French government. His Majesty’s ambassa- 
dor at Paris was accordingly directed to make 
such a representation to the French govern- 
ment, as his Majesty felt to be called for by 
imputations of the nature above described, by 
the disclosure of purposes inconsistent with 
good faith, and highly injurious to the inte- 
rests of his le ; and asa claim had recently 
been made by the French government, on the 
subject of the evacuation of Malta, Lord 
Whitworth was instructed to accompany this 
representation by a declaration on the part of 
his Majesty, that before he could enter into 
any further discussions relative to that island, 
it was expected, that satisfactory explanations 
should be given upon the various points re- 
specting which his Majesty had complained. 
rhis representation and this claim, founded 
0n principles incontestibly just, and couched 
in terms the most temperate, appear to have 
been wholly disregarded by the French go- 
vernment ; no satisfaction has been afforded, 
ho explapation whatever has been given; but 


these circumstances his 


wits FRANCE. 


| been bound, by the terms of the treaty, to have 


ordered his forces to evacuate the island: bet 
these conditions must be considered as being 
#l! of equal efiect; and if any material parts 


of them should have been found incapable of 


execution, or if the execution of them thould 


| irom any circumstances have been retarded, his 


Majesty would be warranted In deierying the 


other coaditions of the article could be effeet- 


' 


ed; or until some new arrangement 


} 


| 
could be 
acme seen Aart Reelin « basnns tet Pee Osacl eect > 
CONC UGCG WARICD SUOUM OC jeogs a satisfactory 
relusal of 


P a» . _ areas . Lo ~~ y _ 
ussia to accede to the arrangement, except 


hy the contracting pariies, lhe 


abolished; the silence of the court of Berlin, 


‘with respect to the invitation that has been 


; 


made to if, in consequence of the treaty, to bee 
come a guarantying power; the abolition of 
the Spanish priories in defiance of the treaty to 
which the King of Spain was a party ; the de- 
claration of the Portuguese government of 
their intention to sequestrate the property of 
the Portuguese priory, as forming a part of the 
Spanish langue, unless the property of the Spa- 
nish priorics was restored to them,—these cir- 
cumstances would have been sufficient, without 
any other special grounds, to have warranted 
his Majesty in suspending the evacuation of 
the island. ‘The evacuation of Tarentum and 
Brundusium is in no respect connected with 
that of Malta. The French government were 
bound to evacuate the kingdom of Naples by 


their treaty of peace with the king of Naples, 
at a period antecedent to that at which this sti- 


pulation was carriedinto effect. The French 


government were bound likewise, by engage- 


ments with the Emperor of Russia, to respect 


| the independence of the kingdom of Naples ; 
on te contrary, his Majefty’s suspicions of the | but even admitting that the departure of the 
views of the French government with respect | French troops from Tarentum depended solely 
tothe Turkish Empire have been confirmed | on the article of the treaty of Amiens, their 
and strengthened by ong events. Under | departure is, by the terms of the treaty, to 


ajesty feels that he | take place at the same period as the other eva- 


has no alternative, and that a just regard to | cuations in Europe ; namely, one month after 


his own honor and to the interests of his peo- 
pe, Makes it necessary for him to declare, that 
he cannot consent that his troops should eva- 
Cuate the island of Malta, until substantial se- 
curity has been provided for those objects 
which, under the present circumstances, might 





.™aterially endangered by their removal. | 
; ih tespect to several of the positions stated 
a note, and grounded on the idea of the 
the arucle executed in its literal sense, 
Fr for some observations. By the 10th 
Malta epee dev oy his Majes te 
Testo i j tot 
order of Sr, certain Satine. 


The evacuation of the island, i 

: at a specified pe- 

if ae armed a part of cme ng 
other stipulations had. been. in a due 





“oune of execution, his Majesty would, have 


ithe ratification of the dehnitive treaty; at 
which period both Porto Ferrajo and Minorca 
were evacuated by his Majesty’s forces; where- 
as the troops of his Majesty were in no case 
bound to evacuate the island of Malta antece- 
dent to the period of three months after the 
ratification of the definitive treaty: and even 
in that event, it must be considered as depend. 
ing upon the other parts of the arrangement 
being in a course of execution, With respect 
to the assertion in the note, that the Neapoli- 
tan troops were to form the garrison of Malta, 
until the period when the arrangements relative 
to the order could be carried into effect, it 
will a i 
by the preliminary paragraph, the island was 
to be restored to the order upon the condition 
of. the succeeding stipulatioas, and thag it » as 


, by a reference to the article, that 
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1051] 
only from the period when the restitution 
to the Order had actually taken place, 
that by the 12th paragraph the Neapolitan 
troops were to form a part of the garrison. 
The underaigned has thus stated, with all the 
frankness which the importance of the sub- 
ject appears to require, the sentiments of his 
Majesty on the note delivered to him by 
General Andreossy, and on the points in 
discussion between the two countries. His 
Majesty is willing to indulge the hope, that 
the conduct of the French government on 
this occasion may be influenced by principles 
similar to those which have invariably influ- 
enced his own. That as far as possible all 
causes of distrust, and every impediment to 
a good understanding between the two coun- 
tries, may be completely and effectually re- 
moved, and that the peace my be consoli- 
dated on a secure and lasting foundation.— 
The undersigned requests General Andreoss 
to accept the assurances of his high consi- 
deration. ; 
Downing-strect, March 15, 1803. 
(Signed) HAWKESBURY. 
His Excellency General Andreossy, &c. . 
Paris, March 17, 1803. 
No. 46.—My lord, I called yesterday on 
M. de Talleyrand, to converse with him on 
the subject of what had passed on Sunday 
Jast at the Thuilleries. He had been since 
that day so fully occupied with his expedi- 
tions to different foreign courts, that I had 
no opportunity of seeing him sooner. I told 
him, that I had been placed by the First 
Consul in a situation which could neither suit 
my public nor my private feelings. That I 
went to the Thuilleries to pay my respects to 
the First Consul, and to present my coun- 
trymen, but not to treat of political subjects; 
and that unless I had the assurance from him, 
that I should not be exposed to a repetition 
of the same disagreeable circumstances, | 
should be under the necessity of discontinu- 
ing my visits to the Thuilleries. .M. de Tal- 
leyrand assured me, that it was very far from 
the First Consul’s intention to distress me; 
but he had felt himself personally insulted 
by the charges which were brought against 
him by the English government; and that it 
was incumbent upon him to take the first oppor- 
tunity of exculpating himself in the presence of 
the ministers of the different powers of. Europe. 
He assured me that nothing similar would 
occur. (Signed) HITWORTH. 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 
Paris, March 18, 1803. 
No. 47.—My lord, I. received your lord- 
ship's dispatch, with its inclosures, this morn- 
ing early; and I learnt at the same time that 
a messenger had arrived from General An- 
dreossy to M. de Talleyrand ; shortly after, 
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M. de Talleyrand sent to desire I would call 
upon him, which I accordingly did. He 
told me that he had not only received your 
lordship’s note te the French ambassador, but 
also the sentiments of the First Consul upon 
it, which he was desirous to communicate to 
me, before he re-dispatched the messenger, 
This he did, and I reler your lordship to the 
communication, which General Andreossy 
will make, according to his instructions, with- 
out loss of time. From the tenor of this 
note, it appears that this government is not 
desirous to proceed to extremities ; that is 
to say, it is not prepared so to do; and there- 
fore it expresses a willingness to enter on the 
discussion of the point, which appears ac- 
cording to their conception, or rather to the 
interpretation they choose to give to it, the 
most material. This of course is the safety 
of Egypt. On this the First Consul declares 
in the note, as M.'de Talleyrand did repeat- 
edly to me, that he would be willing to en- 
ter intoany engagement, by which such a se- 
curity as would fully quiet our apprehensions, 
might be given on the part of the French 
government. On the subject of Malta, the 
First Consul maintains that he cannot listen 
to any compromise ; with regard to Egypt 
he is willing to enter into any engagement 
which may be thought sufficient. 1 told him 
that he had departed from the letter and the 
sense of your lordship’s note, by confining 
the question to Malta alone. ‘That note had 
comprehended other most important consi- 
derations. 
ing the discussion to a speedy conclusion, 
such as his Majesty's government appeared 
to wish, was to take it up on a broader scale. 
But that at the same time his Majestys go 
vernment would not refuse to lend itself to 
any thing reasonable which might be sug: 
gested. There was however, I told him, 
one distinction to be made in the situation o! 
the two governments, in the discussion of 
this question. By our possession of Maltt, 
France was not threatened, but the revers 
was the case, should the access to Egypt > 
opened by its evacuation. I have th 
nour to’be, &c. 
| i (Signed) WuitwoOkTH. 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &¢- 
Downing-street, March 22, 1805- 
No. 48.—My lord, Your excellency* xs 
veral dispatches to No. 26 inclusive, ce 
been received and laid before the King 
to the subject of your ex” 
lency’s dispatch’ of March 14, I have." 
command to signify to you his Maj! 


pleasure, , take the earliest 
rove yt to Monsieur de Talleyr=™ 


nity to e+ tar-has feast 
the surprise with which his Majesty bas 
the conduct which the First Consul had 
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object of this note appears to be to explain 


| Pans to reproach themselves, if they have 
if . information So evidently false, and 
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served towards your excellency in the in- 
stance to which that dispatch refers; and 
vou will add, that as his Majesty has a right 
to expect that his ambassador should be 
treated with the respect and attention due to 
the dignity of the sovereign whom he repre- 
sents, it will be impossible for you to pre- 
sent yourself on any days of ceremony to the 
First Consul, unless you receive an assurance 
that you will never be exposed to a repeti- 
tion of the treatment which you experienced 
on the occasion. Although your excellency 
appears to have anticipated this instruction 
in one of your most recent conversations 
with Monsieur de Talleyrand, I nevertheiess 
think it right to enable your excellency to 
staie to that minister, the sense which the 
King entertains of this transaction. I am, 
with great truth and respect, &c. 
(Signed) HAWKESBURY. 
His Excellency Lord Whitworth, &c. 
Downing-street, April 3, 1803. 

No, 49.—My Lord, I inclose to your 
excellency, for your information, copies of 
the ofhcial note delivered to me on the 29th 
ultimo by General Andréossy, and of the 
answer which, by his Majesty’s command, I 
this day returned to that communication. I 
am, with great truth and respect, &c. 

(Signed) HawkKEsBURY. 

His Excellency Lord Whitworth, K. B. Sc. 

(Translation of inclosure referred to in No. 
49.)—The undersigned general of division, 
ambassador and minister plenipotentiary from 
the French Republic, has laid before his go- 
vernment the note addressed to him by his 
Excellency Lord Hawkesbury. He has re- 
celved orders to make the following answer 
to the observations therein contained. The 


his Britannic Majesty’s message ; and to give 
some elucidations which had been demanded 
respecting the execution of the treaty of 
Amiens. The First Consul will not make 
‘ny complaint relative to the extraordinary 
and unexpected assertions of this act issued 
by his Britannic Majesty. Not one of them 
th a His Britannic Majesty believes 
= is kingdom is menaced by preparations 
He : ries ports of Holland and France. 
me as been deceived : the First Consul has 
ine ofa ee There were, at the 
Reais a . message, but two frigates in the 
ts Rica pene and but three corvettes in’ 
nic Mar of Dunkirk. How can his Britan- 

sia jesty’s ministers have been deceived on 
pr de? a _His Britannic Majesty’s 

. sadors at Paris and at the Hague have 


Ui they did not foresee 
Posed the} that they thereby ex- 
d hee government. to ta in the cael 
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important deliberations. Was it not con- 
formable to the usage practised among na- 
tions, first to demand explanations, and thus 
to take means for being convinced of the 
falsehood of the intelligence which the mini- 
sters might have received? Must not the 
least effects of the omission of this practice 
be, to bring on the ruin of families, and 
carry contusion, uncertainty, and disorder, 
into all the commercial affairs of both na- 
tions? The First Consul knows, both from 
his own sentiments, and judging of other 
people by the French, that a great nation 
can never be terrified. He believes that 
good policy and the feelings of true dignity 
ever inspire the sentiment of esteem for a 
rival nation, and never the design of me- 
nacing her. A great nation may be destroy- 
ed, but not intimidated. The second part of 
his Majesty’s message consists of another as- 
sertion no better founded. His Britannic 
Majesty makes mention of discussions, the 
success of which is doubtful. What are 
these discussions ? What official notes, what 
protocole prove the opening, the progress, 
the vicissitudes of a debate? Can a state of 
difficulties, which leads to an alternative of 
peace or war, spring up unawares without 
commencement, without progression, and 
lead, without distinction, to an appeal to 
arms before all the means of conciliation 
have been exhausted. In this case, the -? 
peal has been ‘publicly made before it could 
be known that there was room for misunder- 
standing. The termination of the discussions 
was announced before they had begun. The 
issue of a difficult discussion has been de- 
clared before it arose. What would Europe, 
what would both nations think, if-they knew 
that these discussions, announced by his 
Britannic Majesty as so difficult to termi- 
nate, were unknown to the French govern- 
ment; and that the First Consul, on reading 
the message, could not comprehend the 
meaning of either of the declarations therein 
contained. He has also abstained from any 
ostensible step ; and whatever may have been 
the clamour, the activity, the provocations 
of war, which have taken place in England 
since that message, he has given no orders, 
he has made no dispositions, no prepara- 
tions. He places his glory, in an affair of this 
nature, wholly in being taken in an unpro- 
vided state. He will continue in this system 
of honest frankness, until his Britannic Ma- 
jesty has reflected fully on the part he pro- 
poses to take. In Lord Hawkesbury’s note, 
an opinion is expressed, that the French 
Republic has increased in power since the 
e of Amiens. This is a decided error. 
Since that epoch, France has evacuated a 
considerable territory. The French power 
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has received no degree of augmentation. 
if his Britannic Majesty is determined to 
make war, he may alledge all the pretexts he 

He will find few less founded. As 


to the a made respectin ¢ the publita- 
tions which may have appeared in France, 


. they are of an order too secondary to be } prese 


capable of influencing such a decision. “Are 
we then returned to the age of tournaments ? 
Motives of this nature might have authorized, 
four centuries ago, the combat of thirties ; 
but they cannot, in this age, be a reason 
for war between the two countries. It 
might suffice in this respect to reply to his 
excellency, that no representation has’ been 
made by him on the subject to the govern- 
ment of the Republic; -ed that, if it was 
but justice to grant satisfaction, the First 
Consul had a right to expect that which was 
required by M. Otto, in his note of the 22d 
Thermidor last, upon grounds more serious 
and more just. Is it possible that the Eng- 
lish ministry can have been ignorant, that 
ever since the conclusion of the treaty of 
Amiens the English press has mot ceased to 
spread through Europe the rage of war, 
the discredit of peace, and shameless and 
boundless outrages against every thing which 
is the object of the love and veneration of 
the French people? <A few days after the 
ratification of peace, one of his Britannic 
Majesty's ministers declared that the peace 
establishment must be considerable ; and the 
distrust excited by this declaration, made in 
parliament ‘with as much bitterhess as im- 
propriety, furnished a commentary for: the 
exaggeration and alarms which were circu- 
lated in despicable pamphlets, and in news- 
papets as contemptible as those libels.” Since 
that time, these writers have found them™ 
selves invariably supported in their insolent 


observations by ewer phrases taken from | th 
So 


the speeches of some leading members of 


parliament. These speeches, ‘scatcely. to be | ti 


exceeded by the news-writers themselves, 










o thotighf tinniet tirbring be. 
fore the “Pirst*Consul? “The"First Count 
has had éanse to-be'convinced thaf all his re- 


ntations on all'these péints*were useless, 
and that his Britannic Majesty,’ Tegardless of 
the neighbouring powers, was*resolved to 
alithorize every thing withis-his ‘dominions; 
but he did not on’ that-atcouht entertain a 
doubt ‘of the continuance of peate; ‘tior alarm 
Europe with the’ rotifieation-of war. He 
confined himself to this principle of conduct, 
to it or prévent in ce with ‘respect 
to Englaisd whatever stionld ‘be"permitted or 
prevented in England: vith regard to France. Hr 
has, however, expressed, and he-again expresses 
his wish, that means should be‘adopted to precent 
in future any mention being niade of what is 
passing in England, etthér in thé’ official discus- 
sions or in the polemical writings in France, as 
in-like manner inthe French offictal- discussions 
and polemical writings no mention %chatecer 
should-be made of what-ts. passing in England. 
Lord Hawkesbury mentions “an article im a 
newspaper, containing the'report of a French 
colonel. Inserious discussions an answer on 
this point might ‘be dispensed with; ‘but it ts 
neither a long ‘Yior difficult, matter. “A colo- 
nel inthe English -army«has~published a 
work in ys ; filled-with the miost ‘atro- 
cious~and disgusting calummies’ agaitist the 
French army and its~general.~ ‘The lies it 
contains have bee: contradicted by the re- 
ception which Coloriel~ Sebastiant~ expeti- 
enced. ‘The publicity of his-report was at 
once 4 refutation and a-reparation which the 
Frétich army “had 2 + ested expect. On “his 
artival in ‘this officer, 46 his great asto- 
nent. Encl there; -al- 
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: the..two nations, , .on.account of the 
ok eee ae the Porte, no 
longer exists... There remains, therefore, but 
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of affairs as may lead to an.arrangement which 
may be calculated to adjust the differences at 
present subsisting between the two govern- 
ments. It is his Majesty’s anxious desire, 


the two nations.. The execution of the treaty | that by this mode of proceeding an end may 


of Amiens, as far as. concerns Malta. His 
Majesty, has engaged to restore it to the Or- 
der, and to entrust it to the Neapolitan army 
till the Order should be in a condition to 
guard it.. His .Majesty will reject. all so- 
phistry, distinction, and every mental 
pa ann might be offered to him, to 
put in doubt the force and the validity of his 
engagement. His Britannic Majesty’s equity, 
his conscience in this respect, are guarantees 
for the French Republic. Were it other- 
wise, what means in fuiure would the two 
nations have for coming to an understanding ? 
Would not all be chaos? This would indeed 
be adding another calamity to those which 
have menaced social order. The under- 
signed is directed to. declare, in short, that 
the First Consul will not take up the defiance 
of war given by England to France; that as 
‘0 Malta, he sees no subject for discussion, 
the treaty having provided for every thing, 
and settled every thing. The undersigned 
has the honour, ‘&c. F. ANDREOssy. 
Portland Place, 8 Germinal, Year 11. 
(29 March, 1803.) 

F (Inclosure referred to No. wat )—The a 
ersigned, his Majesty's principal secretary o 
siate for foreign faxes, _* laid before the 
King the note of his Excellency General An- 
dréossy, of the 29th of last month. His 
Majesty has been induced, by that spirit of 
moderation and forbearance which have in- 
variably governed his conduct in every part 
of his communications with the French go- 
Yerament, to abstain from making many ob- 
“€rvations, which the of this note may 
naturally have suggested to his mind. His Ma- 


Jesty has with regret, that 
the PME Stns. ae a with- 


be put to that state of suspense and irritation, 
which must be so injurious to the interests of 
both countries ; and that the two governments, 
actuated by the same principles of justice and 
moderation, may be led to concur in such 
measures as are most likely to conduce to 
their. permanent tranquillity. The under- 
signed requests General Andréossy to ac- 
cept the assurances of his high consideration, 
HawkessBury. 
Downing-street, April 3, 1803. 
His Excellency Gen. Andréossy, §c. 
Downing-sireet, April 4, 1803. 
No. 50.—My Lwrd, It is become essen. 
tial, that the discussions which have been for 
some time subsisting between his Majest 
and the French government should be brought 
to an issue within as short a time as is con- 
sistent with the deliberation which must be 
given to objects of so much importance, 
The last note presented by General André. 
ossy, in the name of his government, in an- 
swer to my note of the 15th of last month, 
evades all explanation, and even ali discus- 
sion, of the points on which complaint has 
been made by his Majesty. If the French 
government should seriously intend to persist 
in this course of proceeding, there can be no 
hopes of a successful termination to the pre- 
sent negotiation. It is important, therefore, 
that you should ascertain distinctly, in the 
first instance, whether they are disposed to 
enter into explanation on the points én which 
his Majesty has complained, and to come to 
such an arrangement as may be calculated to 
adjust the Stee at present subsisting be- 
tween the two countries; and for this pur- 
pose you will present a note to the effect of 
that which is herewith inclosed. It is pos- 
sible that the French government may con- 


tes 


3 
Fe 


$ 


al 
= 





ciel 


.] 
~~ 















































































eh Aare 


a 


_— 


dae 32 


ty 


oe ee 


ea att Pa th sat 








8 


“eas 


ee 


ae 


peer, Seo 
oe ere oy BP es 


~ ere 


~ 













* — —w eee q 
ert ae a * - 
SP gt ei ttt! Ee ee --tniiied ones 2 


seo 


_—_ . a 
~ oe ’ 


ww & ek 6 
> 
Fomeck 


And 
As 
es 3 


Se al 


Se eee 
os, See ert ne ae Sa 


ge 


> 
2 
co. 


= 
rare” 


~ es em -_—. 
oe el eS i eam A ter el or eo 
: 


oe 
" 


poe 


ee 


~ Ree 


a 


+ 
Dalen 


Rom oe 


ee 







4 
thal Age eemcnmeres 












1059] PUBLIC PAPERS on tHe 10d 
[1060 
this moment. I have, therefore, by his Ma- | King of Etruria to be acknowledged. Phe 
jesty’s command, inclosed the project of an | Italian and Ligurian Republics to be ac. 
atrangement, which, under the present cir- | knowledged by his Majesty, provided an ar- 
cumstances, would meet the ideas of his Ma- {| rangement is made in Ttaly on the King of 

iesty’s government; which would afford  se- | Sardinia, which shall be satisfactory to him 

- S — 28 . ‘ . . é - » 
curity for those objects which are considered No. 51.—-Extract of a dispatch from Lord 
as endaggered by the unequivocal disclosure | Whitworth to Lord Hazwkeshury, dated Paris : 
of the views of the First Consul, and which, | April 7, 1805.—I received your lordship’s 
at the same time, might entirely save the ho- | dispatchés of the 4th instant by the messep- i 
nour of the French government. Iam, &c. | ger’ Wagstaff, with their inclosures, yester. 
HAWKESBURY. | day evening ; and shall probably in the course 
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audi 
ot ie), 


His Excellency Lord Whitworth, Se. of the day have an opportunity of commy- 

(First inclosure referred to in No. 50.)\— | nicating to Monsieur de Talleyrand the note 
The undersigned, his Britannic Majesty’s | which | shall translate for that purpose. . 
ambassador extraordinary has received the ' Paris, April’7, 1803. 
orders of his court to make the following No. 52.—My lord, Since writing the pre. 
communication to the French government. | ceding dispatch, I have seen M. de Talley- 
His Majesty has perceived, with great regret, | rand, and communicated. to him the inclescd 


Oe 





that the French government ‘continue to | note, which I trust your lordship will find as 
withhold ali satisfaction and explanation on | close a translation as possible, of that whicti 
the points on which he has complained, and | I received from your lordship. He read it e 
that at the time when they evade all discus- | over with much attention, and when he had a 
sion on the subject of his representations, | done he appeared to be in expectation of od 
they. persist in their requisition that the island | some other communication. Upon desiring oa 
of Malia should be forthwith evacuated by | he would explain himself, he said that }i on 
his forces. His Majesty can never so far for- | was in hopes 1 should have furnished him e 
get what is due to himself, and to his people, | with the heads of those points, on which it BS dr 
as to acquiesce in such a course of proceed- | was affirmed in the note that the French ¢o- wal 
ing. He has therefore commanded the un- | vernment had so repeatec'y refused all expla- a 
dersigned to ascertain distinctly from the | nation and ‘satisfaction. I told him, that it BT's 
French government, whether they are de- | would have been entirely useless to repeat Bs, 
termined to persevere in withholding all sa- | what had been so often urged in vain; that Boma 
tisfaction and explanation upon the points | he could not but know that the explanation par 
on which his Majesty has complained, or | required, referred to the conduct of the lon 
whether they are disposed, without delay, to | French government, and the system of ag- Badu ¢ 
give such satisfaction and explanation upon | grandizement which it had constantly pur- Bai pc 
the present state of affairs, as may lead to an | sued since the conclusion and in dircct vio- ition 
arrangement, which may be calculated to lation of the Treaty of Amiens, founded as Ep lair 
adjust the differences at present subsisting | it indisputably was on the state of possession 2 do 
between the two governments. It is his | of the two countries at the time; that wit exp 
Majesty’s anxious desire that by adopting | regard to the satisfaction, it evidently referred Pan; 
this mode of proceeding, an end may be | to the unjustifiable insinuations and charges iis 


putto that state of suspense and uncertainty | against his Majesty’s government, against the ctue 
which must be so injurious to the interests | ofiicer commanding his forces in Egypt, 24 rere 
of both countries; and that the two govern- | against the British army in that quarter, Co’ 
ments, actuated by the same principles of | tained in the official report of Colonel Seb:s 
justice and moderation, may be led to con- | tiani. He was by no means disposed to ac: 
cur in such measures as are most likely to | mit, that either of these cases could justily = 
conduce to their permanent tranquillity. assertion of the French government having 
(Signed) Wurrworrn. | | refused explanation and satisfaction on 
(Second Inclosure referred to in No. 50.)— | ground that no notice had been taken of these 
Heads of an arrangement to be concluded by | transactions but in a very cursory son ita 
treaty or convention between his Majesty and | nor had eny explanation ever been  t 
the h government.—Malta to remain in| as to any particular transaction whether : 
rpetuity in the possession of his Majesty. | Italy or elsewhere, and if it had, it aid 
lhe knights of the Order of St. John to be] immediately have been given; and that be 
indemnified by his Majesty for any losses of | language of Colonel Sebastiani was not Mi 
property which they may sustain in’ conse- !\put in any comparison with that used by ; 
quence of such an arrangement. Holland }'jor Wilson, in his account of ie eee 















and Switzerland to be evacuated by the fof Egypt. 1 urged the dif ae. m0 
Freach troops. The island of Elba to’ be |.mon publication like that to he nok 
eonfirmed by his Majesty to’'France, and the | ¢d, and a report tothe F MOT : , 
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ment should be informed precisely what were 
the objects which had created such uneasi- 
ness, and on which it was alle dyed all e xpla- 
nation had heen refused. That although this 





had, perhaps, been touched upon in general 





conversation, vet no specific charge had been 
adduced in such a manner as to demand a 
formal explanation. 1 told him that if the 
object of the French government was to pro- 
tract the present state ‘of suspence and uncer- 
tainty, that object might be answered to the 
extent indeed of a very few days, by forcing 
me to such a reference; but I must at the 
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hy him in his official paper. On this occa- 
Gon M. de Talleyrand was dispesed to call in 
question the authority of the Moniteur. In 
i chort the most ungrounded assertions were 
’ ) substituted for arguments ; and amongst these, 
s ; I cannot but place that so often re peated of 
\- 1e First Consul’s having entirely given up all | 
x dal whatever of Egypt, consequently we 
e pert have no pretext for retaining Malta. 
I~ He assured me for the rest, that he would 
C, communicate it this evening to the rirst Con- 
«|, and that to-morrow he should in all pro- 
| bility have a communication to make in 
e- a nati I have the honour to be, &c. 
‘ 4 WHITWORTH. 
ad © The Rt. Hoa. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 
as iH y ‘Inclosure referred to in No. 52.)—Le 
chi © oussign¢, ambassadeur extraordinaire et ple- 
it i nipotentiare de sa Majesté Britannique, arecu } 
ad © ordre de sa cour de communiquer ce qui suit 
of av gouvernement de France. Sa Majesté a 
ng via regret que le gouvernement de France 
h ® continue a refuser toute satisfaction et toute 
um xplication sur les objets dont elle a a se plain- 
it ate et quien €vitant toute discussion de ce 
£0- 7 qui fait le sujet de ses representations il per- 
nla- ite néanmoins a demander l’evacuation de 
t it Vise de Malthe par les forces de sa Majesté. 
reat a Sa Majesté sait trop ce qu’elle se doit a elle- 
that p meme et a son Peps pour acquiescer a de 
ton ra ils procédés. Ln conséquence elle a or- 
the conné au soussigné de savoir distinctement | 
ag: cul governement ‘de prance, s'il est déterminé 
pur- everer dans son refus de toute satisfac- | 
vi0- pon et de tou te explication sur les objets de | 
d ip-sinte de sa Majesté, ou bien s'il est disposé 
100 * donner sans delai cette satisfaction et cette 
with *\phcation sur l’etat actuel des affaires de 
red Manicre a pouvoir conduire a Un arrangement | 
arges 'i seroit de nature a ajuster les diterens gui 
t the “iellement ¢xistent entre les deux gou- 
and nemens. §a Majesté desire sincerement 
cori loption de ce mayen que mettroit fin 4 un 
ebss tat de Suspension et d’incertitude si nuisible 
0 at 'interét des deux nations, et de voir que les 
fy the 4X gouvernemens agissant par les mémes 
aving Micipes de justice et He moderation puissent 
aoe futendre pour, concourir, aux mesures. les 
test "s susceptibles de leur assurer une tranquil- 
vie ,, petmanente, Le soussigné prie son ex- 
ia 


Bcc de sa haute consideration. 


WHITWORTH. 
Me yang April 9, 1803. 


No. 3. In my conversation 


e es had. seen the f° rst Gon- 


more di ' 
‘o contest the substance of 
present the, be- 
’ than to rT a8 further ex J ihll 


» that in order ‘¥ proceed regularly ’ 








same time declare to him, that it could be 
productive of no advantage, and would serve 
only to provoke such a recapitulation of the 
system and conduct which France had pur- 
sued since the Treaty of Amiens, as would 
have all the appearance of a manifesto, every 
item of which would carry conviction to 
every individual in Europe ; that it appeared 
therefere more likely to answer the end 
which beth parties proposed, that of hasten- 
ing the conclusion of an amicable arrange- 
ment, to take up the business on the basis 
which { sheuld propose, and by which they 
would admit no more than what was incon- 
trovertible, namely, that if the French go- 
vernment exercised a right of exte nding its 
influence and territory, in violation of the 
spirit of the Treaty of Amiens, Great Bri- 
tain had, if she chose to avail hers elf.of it, 
| (whic h ] was confident she would not do fur 
ther than was necessary as a measure of se- 
curity,) an undoubted right to seek a coun- 
| Serpatses He did not seem inclined to dis- 
| pute this position, but rather to admit that 








f such a right did exist, and. might be claimed 


in consequence of the acquisitions which had 
been made by France. .On the point of sa- 
tisfaction I found him much more’ obstinate. 
He said that the First Consul was hurt at the 
expression (satisfaction), to which he gave 
an interpretation I had never understood be- 
longed to it, as implying supericrity ; so that 





if the British government required satisfaction 
of the French, it arrogated to iiself a supe- 
riority. I told him, what certainly must be 
understood by every one, that the demand 
of satisfaction implied that one party had 


ence M.’ de “Talleyrand Vagréer l'assur-} been offended by another, and of course had 


a right to demand such satisfaction ; that an 
inferior had an equal right with his superior 
to demand. it; -but in the case in question 
there was perfect equality, and consequently 
there, was no offence to be found but in the 
conduct which rendered such an appeal ne- 
cessary. . The discussion of this point took 
up a le time without | producing any ” 

decisive. We at last came to the maia 
= of the business; and on this I cannd 
say any real progress has been made M. df 
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: d be necessary that the French govern- 
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Talleyrand repeated to me that the, First 
Consul had nothing mere ai heart than to 
avoid the necessity of going to war, and that 
there was no sacrifice he would not make, 
short of his honouty to obtain this end. Is 
there, said M,-de Talleyrand, no means of 
satisfying both parties; for at the same time 
that the First Consul.iusists, and will always 
insist, on the full execution of the treaty, he 
will not object to any mode by which you 
may acquire the security you think so neces- 
sary. You are not satisfied with the inde- 
pendence of Neapolitan troops; what others 
will answer the purpose? He then started 
the idea of a mixed garrison, composed of 
English, French, Italian, Germans, &c. He 
begged that I would refer once more to your 
Lordship, and submit the inclosed paper, 
which he drew up in my presence. I told 
him that we were only losing time ty such a 
reference; that my instructions were posi- 
tive, and had ceriainly not been sent. me 
without the fullest consideration. 1 could 
not, however, refuse, what he-so earnestly 
required ; and your lordship will see by the 
paper how the matter rests after this confer- 
ence. 1 will confess to your lordship, that 
my, motive for. consenting to forward this sort 
of proposal is, that supposing we should find 
the First Consul as obstinate as he now ap- 
pears to be,on the point of abandoning Malta 
to us in perpetuity, and thata temporary pos- 
session might be considered as the next best 
thing, something of this, kind might derive 
from it. I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) WHITWORTH. 
The Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &e. 

(Translation of lnclosure referred to in No. 
53.)—The conversation with M. Taileyrand 
to-day..has led us to this result: every thing 
which may.tend to.violate the independance 
of the order of Malta, will never be consented 
to by the French government., Every thing 











«Which may, tend. to, put au end to .a¢ present 
difficulties, or, be agreeable to,the English go- 
yernment, and whica shall not be contrary to 

. the, Treaty of Amicas, . the. French, governy 
ment have no objection to; make a particular 

The, motives. of 

this convention shall be jnsertedsin the pre- 

amble,, and shall relate. to, the respective 
which.the to govern- 
ome toan 


convention respecting it, 


- Sriev.inces concerning 
.-ments.shali think it adyjiseable, to, c 
understanding with each other. 


‘eal No. 54—Extract af, @ Dispaich 
, Whitworth to. Lord Hawkesbury, 


Hog is at a stand, in the.expe 
ofthe answer. : 
Gicg which th communicated to your Jordshi 
on eR anptanl AG nich js expected he 

to. /p ect, motwithsiandin 


uce 2).good... 
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the little h 
shall, in all»probability, be in possession of 


from Lord 
Wh ' dated Paris, 
_April 14, 1803,-~Since, my last the negocia- 
ctation, I suppose, 


which,may arrive, to the over- | 
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ope Ihave given. To-morrow J 


this answer from your’ lordship, and be ena- 
bled to.speak still:more positively, 
iDowning-Street; Aprit.13, 1803; 
°No.}55=—My ‘lord, his Majesty “has re. 
ceived: from: his '¢hargé affaires: at Ham- 
burgh, the most extraordinary account of the 
conduct of Monsieur Reinhard, the French 
minister at that»place; with respect to a most 
gross and-unwarrantable libel upon his Ma- 
jesty’s. government. .He has been assured 
that the Fren¢h minister, having proposed the 
insertion of that libel in the ofheial gazette of 
the town of Hamburgh, aad the insertion of 
it having. im the first: instance been refused, 
the French minister went so far as to demand, 
in his -official capacity, the insertion of that 
article by order of the senate. His, Majesty 
is unwilling to believe that the French go- 
vernment. could have authorised so outrage- 
ous an attack upon his Majesty: and his go- 
vernment, and so daring a violation of the 
independence of a neutral state. It 1s his 
Majesty’s pleasure, that-you should eommuni- 
cate these circumstances to the French go- 
vernment, and state at the same time the im- 
possibility of bringing the present discussions 
to an amicable conciusion, unless some satis- 
faction shall be given to his Majesty for the 
indignity which has thus been offered to him 
in the face of all Europe by the French muus- 
ter at Hamburgh. I have the honour to be, 
&c. HAWKESBURY. 
His Excellency Lord Whitworth, K.B. Se. 
Downing-Street, April 13, 1803. 
No. 56.—-My lord, your excelleacy’s dis- 
patches have been received, and laid before 
the King. His Majesty has observed, with 
great satisfaction, the admission by the Frenca 
government of the justice of his claim to some 
compensation in consequence of the increase 
power and influence of France, since the pe 
riod of the conclusion of the definitive treaty. 
Although, under the. circumstances of you" 
conyersation with M. Talleyrand, and pat” 
.cularly after the note verbale which he g:¥° 
to, you, it might have been expedient that 
you should have deferred presenting the pr 
ject.contained in. my dispatch No. 7, 8 - 
‘form of.a project, it is desirablethat you shou" 
communicate without .delay in some mode “ 
other, the contents of that project, for the a 
} pose of ascertaining, distinctly »whether at 
conditions are such as to induce .the wt 
government to give, way,.upon the ge 
: -° to 2 
fof Malta... These conditions appea 
Majesty so well calculated,to-save the Dom 
the subject 
of the French government.oa the sur 
Maltasrsif the question of Malta isprnc? 
sidered, by bem as, a.question of bot 
dime, hold out ( 
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such important advantages, that the success 


of the proposition is at least worth trying, 


particularly as the resultof it might be pro- 
ductive of the most easy means of adjusting 
the most material of ‘our present differences. 
With respect to the assertion so often ad- 
vanced and repeated by M. Talleyrand in 
your last conversation of the non-execution 
of the Treaty of Amiens relative to Malta, I 
have only’ to observe again, that the execu- 
tion of that article is become: impracticable 
from causes which it has not been in the 
power of his Majesty to controul. That the 
ereatest part of the funds assigned to the sup- 
port of the order, and indispensably. necessary 
{or the independence of the order and defence 
of the island, have been sequestrated since 
the conclusion of the definitive treaty, in 
direct repugnance to the spirit and letter of 
that treaty; and that two of the principal 
powers who were invited to accede as gua- 
rantees to the arrangement, have refused 
their accession, except on the conditions that 
the part of fhe arrangement which was deem- 
ed so material relative to the Maltese inha- 
bitants should be entirely cancelled. The 
conduct of the French government since the 
conclusion of the definitive treaty, gives his 
Majesty a right, which is now at length ad- 
mitted by themselves, to demand some com- 
pensation for the past, and security for the 
future. Such compensation could never be 
considered as obtained by the possession of 
an island, which would entail a very heavy 
€xpence on this country ;—and the degree of 
security which would be provided by these 
means, would only be such as his Majesty, 
under the present circumstances, is entitled 
to demands. I observe in the note verbale of 
Monsieur Talleyrand, he makes use of the 
“xpressicn, the independence of the order of 
Malta. Ifithis is meant to apply to the order 
exclusively, his Majesty would be willing, 
or the preservatian of peace, that the civil 
sovernment of the island should be given to 
re order of St. John ; the Maltese enjoying 
Pi privileges which were stipulated in their 
cael in the Treaty of Amiens; and that, 
ry tmably ‘to .principles which have been 
ry 8, ied other occasions, the fortifications 
th nd should be garrisoned for ever by 
iaitine of his Majesty. 
tulle ares Propositions being found un- 
cuales nd 1s Majesty might be os og to 
an arrangement by which the 
a of Malta in hi sion 
a dene number of years, and to waive 
ots Sequence his demand for a 
was notes proved that the number of years 
jst could be nduced to onde thes anwercignty 
of the island oF uced to cede the sovercignty 

island Lampedosa fora valuable con- 
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sideration. If this proposition is admitted, 
the Island of Malta should be given up to the 
inhabitants at the end of that period, and 
should be acknowledged as an independent 
state. In this case, his Majesty would be 
ready to concur in anv arrangement for the 
establishment of the Order of St. John in 
some other part of Europe. You will not 
refuse to listen to any proposition which the 
French government may be disposed to make 
to you with a view to an equivalent security 
for those objects in regard to which his Ma- 
jesty claims the possession or occupation of 
Malta; but the three propositions to which 
I have above alluded, appear, at the present 
moment, to furnish the only basis for a satis- 
factory arrangement; and you will decline 
receiving any proposition which does not ap- 
pear to you to offer advantages to his Ma- 
jesty as substantial as that which I have last 
stated. It is very desirable that you should 
bring the negotiation to an issue, if possible, 
without referring to his Majesty’s govern- 
ment for further instructions, after the re- 
ceipt of this dispatch; and if you should be 
of opinion, that there 1s no hopes of bringing 
it to a favourable conclusion, you may in- 
form M. Talleyrand of the necessity you will 
be under, after a certain time, to leave 
Paris. I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) HAWKESBURY. 
His Excellency Lord Whitworth, K. B. &c. 
Paris, April 18, 1803. 
No. 57.—My Lord, I did not fail to put 
into immediate execution the instructions 
contained in your lordship’s dispatch 
(No. 11.) on the subject of the libel in- 
serted by the French Minister in the Ham- 
burgh Gazette. Irepresented the outrageous 
and unprecedented conduct of M. Rheinhardt 
in such terms as it deserves; and fairly de- 
clared to M. de Talleyrand, that, until satis- 
faction shall be given to his Mayesty for the 
indignity which has been offered him by the 
French minister in his official character, 
there could be no possibility whatever of 
bringing the present discussion to an amicable 
issue. M. de Talleyrand assured me, that 
the French government saw the conduct of 
M. de Rheinhardt in the same light as his 
Majesty’s ministers, and that they could not 
be more surprised than the First Consul had 
been at seeing such an article inserted 
authority; that an immediate explanation 
had been required of M. Rheinhardt, five 
days ago, and if his conduct had been such as 
had been represented, he would, doubtless, 
feel the effect of the First Consul’s displea- 
sure; and that, in the mean time, I might 
inform your lordship that he was completely 
disavowed. I told M. de Talleyrand, that, 





as the insult had been public, it would be 
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necessary that the reparation should ‘be so 
alsa. 
Consul considcred M. Rheinhardt’s conduct 


as so reprehensible, that every satisfaction | 
I have the honour 'to | 


might be expected. 
be, &c. (Signed) Waritworru. 
The Right Han. Lord Hazekeshury, &e. 
Paris, Aprit 18, 1803. 
Noa. 58.—My Lord, I have the honour to 


acknowledge. the receipt of your lordship’s | 


dispatches of the 13th instant. 1 saw Joseph 
Buonapart: immediately on the receipt of 
your lordship’s dispatch; and without troubling 
your lordship with a repetitYn of the argu- 
ments I used to hasten the conclusion of the 
negotiation, amongst which | endeavoured to 


convince him of the importance of preventing | 
the ultimatum which would inevitably follow 


the rejection of what I had to propose, | will 
briefly state, that on finding it perfectly im- 
practicable to establish the principle of our 
keeping possession of Malta in perpetuity, I 
delivered to him in writing the second pro- 
posal I hadto make. He did not fail to ob- 
serve, that by this modification the difficulty 
which he considered as insurmountable was 
not removed; that although the Order was 
restored, it could not be considered as inde- 
pendent, and, in fact, Malta would belong to 
that power which had possession of the forts. 
I enforced the adoption of this plan by every 
reason which could serve to recommend it; 
but the possession ip perpetuity was conslant- 
ly urged as a difficulty which nothing could 
remove. Our conversation lasted near two 
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He answered me again, that the First | 


—— ote 





—— 





nours. I confess that 1 gained no solid 
ground of hope that the project, which he | 
assured me he would take to the First Consul 
at St. Cloud, would be adopted.  But- he 
sakl that he was not without hope that he 
might be authorized to propose to me athe oc- 
cupation of the fortresses for a term of years. 
It was my wish, that such a proposal should 
come from him rather than from me. I told 
him that I did not.well see how such a tenure 
would suit us; but that | wished too sincerely 
to avoid the fatal extremities to which] saw 
the discussion was tending, not to. give ‘any 
reasonable proposal which: might be made on 
their part every .assistance in my ‘power. 
This proposal originated »with him, .and was 
therefore received. by me, merely as avmatter 
which I would .refer to your lordship. — Hf, 
however, I can bring the matter to an imme- 
diate conclusion, and. without further: refer- 
ence to your lordship, on the principle of 


‘order to 


é 
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| your lordship such a conclusion... Ido: net 
| enter into a detail of the conversation which 
| Thad the same morning with M. de Talley- 
|rand, immediately upon leaving Joseph 
| Budnapait’, ‘as it differed, ia, no. wise from 
| what Ihave above mentioned... He suggest. 
ed also the possibility of coming to an arrange- 
| ment on the ground of a temporary occupa. 
tion, and I made him the same answer. Such 
is the state of. the discussion, at, this, moment. 
| I'am in expectation of hearing very shortly 
| either from Joseph Buonaparté, or M. de Tal- 
| leyrand; and I am not without hopes that | 
may be ‘able to announce, to your lordship, 
that such an arrangement is made, asmay an- 
swer his Majesty's ¢xpectations, im a very 
few days. Your lordship, may be assured, 
that I feel the necessity of expedition. Were 
it‘less urgent, I might perhaps.hope to bring 
the discussion to even a more favourable 
issue. { have the honour to be, &c. 
| (Signed) WHITWoRTH. 
Richt Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. } 
(Translation of Inclosure referred to in No. 
58.)—His Majesty will consent, for the sake 
of preserving peace, that, the government of 
the Island of Malta shall be given to the Order 
of St. John; the Maltese enjoying those pri- 
vileges which have been granted on former 
occasions. The fortifications of the Island 
shall be occupied in perpetuity by the troops 
of his Majesty. 


j 


Paris, April 205.1805. 

No. 59.—My Lord, I had hoped that the 
first extraordinary messenger. I should have 
had occasion to send, would have been to 
announce to your lordship, that the differences 
between the two governments were adjusted 
on one of the modifications pointed out to 
me by my last instructions from your ry 
ship. In this expectation I,am deceived. 
saw Joseph Buonaparté the night before last, 
before'l had ‘sealed up my dispatches of or 
evening to your lordship; but as all he. sai 
tended only to justify the hope I had Jshir 
your Jordship in those, dispatches, p, ue 
nothing to them. — He assured, me. posilive!)s 
that f should hear’ from M, de) Talleyrand in 
the course of yesterday morning, and that 2 


) meetin world be’ appointed.in order to settle 


the term of vears for which the, First Consul 
might be induced to consent to thr cessto! 


: ; 


of Malta. “It is true that he. declared, ithat in 
gain’ his consent,,it would be ne 


’ Pi oa : ee 1 
cessary td hold out the advantages whigh the 


British govérniient was, willing to, offer, 13 


our retaining possession of the fortresses of }return, meaning. ¢, acknowled menis of 


Malta for a term of, years not less than that 
pointed out by your, lordship, and with the 
assurance that this governnient. will not 





pose the cession of the Island of Lempedose, 
I shall have great pleasure in announcing to} 


he news bvern nents in, Italy. | told him 
thet thie Offer s : but 
the possession of Malta, in perpeliyys 
after somé “conversation, I gave him to ~ 


it 
derstand, that I would not refuse to adm 
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‘the demand, swh sperat?, on the condition, 
that the cession should be made. for a_con- 
siderable tefm Of “years; that Holland. and 
Switzerland sliould be evacuated; aud thata 
sui ‘able’ provision should. be made for the 
King of Sardinia. | He seemed to think there 
could bene difficulty in this arrangement ; 
and. I left him in the persuasion, that. | 
should the next day, yesterday, or this morn- 
ing, receive the summons from M. de Talley- 
rand, which he had given me reason to ¢x- 
pect. Iam sorry to say, that no such sum- 
mons has been. received by me,, neither has 
any further notice been taken of the. busi- 
ness. So'that I feel, that 1 should betray the 
confidence ‘your lordship may place in me, 
were I to delay any longer requesting, that | 
may be immediately furnished with the terms 
on which his Majesty’s ministers would be 
willing to conclude, and which probably 
© will not differ mueh from those above stated, 
» inorder that I'may propose them in the form 
of an ultimatum; and that at the expiration 
of the period allowed for deliberation, I may 
be authorized not only to declare that Iam 
to leave Paris, but actually so to do, unless 





» inthe intermediate time, the French govern- | 
f = ment should accede to our demands, I have 
, f the honour to be, &c. 

. : (Signed) WHITWORTH. | 
r B = «Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 

j A Downing-street, April 23, 1803. 

" a No. 60.—My ‘Lord, Your excellency’s | 


dispatches of the 18th and 20th instant have | 


been received, and, laid before the King. 


. | {tis necessary for me to do little more on the 

















re present occasion than to fefer you to my 
to dispatch of the 13th’ of April, in which J 
5 stated to you the several propositions on | 
ed wich alone, in the judgmentof his Majesty, 
to the differences between this country and 
d- France could be’ satisfactorily Aditisted, If, 
| — the receipt of this dispatch, it shall not 
te lave been th your power to bring the nego- 
hat bation to a conclusion on any of the propo- 
aid —— to which I have above Bhered: it is 
en ws Majesty’s pleasure that you’ should ,com- 
jed ‘Municate, officially, to the French govern: 


ment, that you havé gone, in point of con, 
eae to the full extent’ of your instruc: 
we we. and that, ifan’ arrai ement, founded 
conchaias sa these hehe tie ei cannot, be 
recent ithout further delay, you have, 

ngland iS Majesty $:commands to return to 
relinquish te eesty cat only consent. to 
Malta by sae permanent occupation. . of 
the tele, iS forces,’ on the c.nditions that 
than ten enue Possession shall not be. tess 

Titans eo : that’ “fie authority, civil and 
olele poem) duritig” thax period, remain 
My in his Majesty Hand tha 
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given up to the inhabitants, and not to the 
Order; and provided likewise, that his Si- 
cilian Majesty shall be induced to cede to 
his Majesty the Island ‘of Lampeédosa. It is 


indispensable that, as'2 part of this arrange 

ment, Holland should be evacuated by the 
French treops within’a short period after the 
| conclusion of a convention by which all 
those provisions are secured. His Majesty 
will consent to a knowledge the new Italian 
states, upon the condition thiat stinulations in 
favour of his Sardmian Majesty, and of 
| Switzerland, form a part of this arrange- 
ment. It ishis Majesty’s pleasure that, in the 
event of the failure of the negotiation, you 
should delay your departure from Paris no 
longer than may be indispensably necessary 


WC= 





for your personal convenience ; and that you 
should in no ease remain theré, after the re 
ceipt of this-dispatch, more than seven day 
I have the honour to be, &c. | 
HAWKESBURY, 
This Excellency, Lord Whiteorth, K. B. & 
Péris, Aprif 23, 1808. 
No. 6G1.—My Lord, As I heard nothing 
from M, Talleyrand, I called on him on 
Thursday, inorder to learn the effect of the 
| proposal which I had made, contormably to 
your lordsbip’s instructions, om the basis of a 
perpetual possession of the forts of Malta, on 
: by 4a 





oa 


ye 
ta} 


+1 
sy 
we SUA DIS. ai 


ng the Order in the civil govern- 
ment of the Island. He told me, that if J 
had called on him sooner, he should two 
days ago have communicated to me the J irst 
Consul’s answer, which was, that no consi 
| deration on earth should induce him to con- 
sent {oa concession in perpetuity of Malta 
in any shape ‘whatever: and that the re- 
establishment of the Order was not so much 


. 


| ’ . 4 } ge 
i ine pou to D@)@3 


| wee 


scussed, as that of ‘suff rng 
Great Britain to acquire a possession In the Me 
| diterraneag.. Ll told him that lt did not call 
sooner, because I had been given to under- 
stand that he would have himself proposed it 
to me, for the purpose of communicating the 
answer of the First Consul; and that it did 
not ia any shape become me to put imysclf 
on the footing of a soliciter ia this transac. 
tion. Alter soine conversation, and finding 
(what J most sincerciy believe to be the case) 
that the First Conswi’s determination was fixed 
on the point of a possession of Malta in pérpe- 
tuity; | repeated tohim what I had previously 
suggested to Joseph Buonaparté, the modifica- 
tion which] had to propuse, namely, that, for 
the sake,of peace, ‘his’ Majesty would be 
willing,to. waive:his pretensions toa possession 
in, perpetuity; and would consent: to “hold 
Malta for a.certain number of years to be 
agreed upony, on the condition that no oppo- 
sition should. be made‘on'the part of the French 
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might set on foot with his Sicilian Majesty for | I possibly undertake to make such a propota! 


the acquisition of the Island of Lampedosa. 
We discussed this proposal in a conversation of 
somg length, and I made use of ail the argu- 
ments which have been furnished me by your 
lordship, or which occurred to me in its fa- 
vour. I begged him particularly to recollect 
that we were in actual possession of the ob- 
ject, and that therefure every modification 
tending to limit that possession, was in fact a 
concession on the part of his Majesty, and a 
proof of his desire to sacrifice to his love of 
peace the just claim which he had acquired in 
consequence of the conduct of France, and 
which had recently been admitted, of a much 
more considerable compensation and counter- 
poise. M. ce Talleyrand did not seem dis- 
posed to dispute any of my positions, and | 
left him, I confess, fully impressed with the 
idea that the next day (Friday) I should find 
hin prepared to treat on this ground, and that 
the only difficult point to be arranged would 
be the number of years for which Malta 
should be ceded to his Majesty. Your lerd- 
ship w:ll conceive my surprise, when on see- 
ing him the next day, he told me that although 
he had nt been able to obtain from the First 
Consul all he wished, still che proposition he 
had to meke would, he trusted, be such as 
fully to answer the purpose. He then said 
that the First Consul would, on no terms, hear 
either of a perpetual or a temporary possession 
of Malta; that his object was the execution oi 
the treaty of Amiens; and that rather than 
submit to such an arrangement as that I had 
last proposed, he would even consent to our 
keeping the object in dispute tor ever: on the 
ground that tn the one there was an appearance 
of generosity and magnanimity ; but in the 
other, nothing but weakness and the effect of 
coercion: that therefore his resolution was 
taken, and what he had to propose was the 
possession we required of the Island of Lam- 
pedosa, or of any other of the small Isles of 
which there were three or four between Malta 
and the Coast of Africa ; that sucha possession 
would be sufficient for the object we had iu 
view, which was a station in the Mediterra- 
nean as a place of refuge and security for any 
squadron we might find it convenient to 
keep in that sea. I suffered him to expatiatea 
coasiderable time, and without interruption, 
on the great advantages we were to derive 
from such an acquisition, as well as on the 
confidence which the First Consul reposed in 
our pacific intensicn in ending a hand to such 
an establishment. He concluded by desiring 
i would transmit this proposal to your lord. 
siup. Ltold him that I was extremely sorry 
indeed to find that we had made such little 
progress io the negotiation ; that my orders 
were positive; that 1 could hear of nothing 
‘hort of what I had proposed, neither could 














to his Majesty, since every word of my instruc- 
tions (from which I certainly would not depart) 
applied posi'ively to Malta, unless an equivalent 
security could be offered, and surely he wou!d 
not pretend to tell me that Lampedosa could be 
considered as such; that the possession of Malta 
was necessary for our security, and was render. 
ed so not from any desire of aggrandizement on 
the part of his Majesty, but by the conduct of 
the French government; and that so strongly 
were we impressed with the necessity, that ra- 
ther than abandon it, we were prepared to ¢0 
to war. That it was on this ground I mus: 
declare to him, that I cowld neither rake upoa 
myself to forward such a proposal as he had 
made to me, or indeed any thing short of what 
I had last proposed as a fair equivalent. That 
in so doing, I acted in conformity to his Ma- 
jesty’s views, who would most assuredly dis- 
approve of my conduct, were I, by unnecessa- 
rily protracting the negociation, to add one 
day, or one hour, if it could be avoided, to the 
suspence and anxiety under which his own sub- 
jects and all Europe must labour at such a cri- 
sis; that I had hoped the French government, 


| actuated by the same generous motives, would 


have acted inthe same manner ; that it might, 
by pursuing a contrary line of conduct, gain 
still a few days; but I must declare, that ina 
very short time I should have to communica‘e 
to him those very terms from which his were 
so wide, but to draw nearer to which was, 
perhaps the object of his negotiating, in the 
form of an ultimatum, which would at least 
have one good effect, that of bringing the mat- 
ter to an issue, and the certainty even of war 
was preferable to the present state of indecision. 
To all I could say M. Talleyrand objectec te 
dignity and honour of the First Consul, whic! 
could not admit of his consenting to any shing 
which might carry with it the appearance of 
yielding to a threat. I told hi that it never 
could be admitted that the First Consul had 4 
right to act in such a manner as to excite 
lousy and create alarm in every state of Burore, 
and when asked for explanation or seco” 
say thar it was contrary to his honour °F“ 
dignity to afford either. Such arguments mip" 
perhaps do when applied to some of those 8° 
vernments with which France had been — 
tomed to treat, or more properly to dictate 1° 
but never could be used to Great pout 
that hss Majesty had a right to speak i 
his opinion, and ed also the pei 
whenever he chose to employ them, of ma tie 
sing a barrier to the ambition of ee 
dual, or of any state which should be _ ‘a 
to threaten the security of his dominate» 
the tranquillity of Europe. de Tal 
Our conversation coneluded by M. oe che 
leyrand’s assuring me that he would ee Ae 
substance of it to the First Comsul im 
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p ul the: utmosti patience, *notwithstandin 
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: admissible proposal; reg 
p +! least communicatéenit to your lordship. 
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ing, and that probably he should have occasion | change which such a proposal might produce. 


to seene on the following~day. I have the 


honour to Be, &c. ~~ 
The Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 
“=< Paris, April 25, 1803. 


\ll I could do, and that 1 weuld certainly do, 


WHrItworTH, | would be to communicate the ultimatum, if 


his Majesty should tuink proper to furnish 
me with it, confidentially to M. de Talley- 


ear 


No: 62.—My Lord; The tonversation I} rand, before I presented it olficially to him, 


had on Saturday morning ‘with M, Talley- | as minister for foreign affairs. 


He assured 


rand has produced nothing from whichT can | me that he-should consider such a conduct 
draw a mote favourable conclusion as to the | as a further proof of my desire to concili. te, 


result of the “negotiation, than when [ last 
addressed your lordship: _ He told me, that 
although hé had“ seen “the First Consul the 
night before, he hat nothing to add to what 
he had cortmunicated to me on Friday ; that 
the First Consul was cetérmined not to give 


his consent to our retaining Malta, eiiher in | 


perpetuity or for aterm, although of the two 
he would preferthe former tenure as_the less 
repugnant to his’feelings; that he was there- 
fore ordered to repeat the proposal he had 
lately made me, .of acceding to our demand 
of Lampedosa or any ‘of the neighbouring 

lands; and that as our object Was to obtain 


a settlement in. the Mediterranean, he ima- 


gined that which we had. ourselves. pointed | 


7a 
oul would answer every purpose ave maig.it 
have in view. But, at all events, the. First 
Consul neither could nor would relinquish 
his claim to the full execution of the. Treat v 
of Amiens... To. this. fF could only . repeat 
what I had already said to him.on the ina- 
dequacy of. such a proposal, and of the im- 
possibility in which J found myself to trans- 
mit it to. your, lordship... 1. lamented the 
course which the negotiation was taking, and 
that the First Consul should have so. little re- 
gard to the dreadful .consequences which 
Must ensue, as. te suffer them to be. out- 
weighed by a mistaken notion of dignity. 
And I added, that notwithstanding the ac- 
uiescence which, he. .might have smet with | 
‘rom others, the,plea of its being incompa- 
tble with the dignity of the French govern- 


and that he could not yet forbear ho; Ing that 
the differences might be adjusted. I repeat- 
ed tat if his hope was founded on the ex- 
pectation of his Majesty’s being induced to 
recede from. jiis demand, it would be deceiv- 
ing himself to cherish | 





it. The remainder of 
ithe conversation turned on tie calamiiies 
| which would follow the failure of our endea- 
vour to avoida rupture. Iie insinpated that 
Holland, Naples, and other countries con- 
nected with Great Britain, would.be the first 
yictims of the war. J askea him wheiher 
he thought that such a conduct would add to 
the glory of the iirst Consul, or whether the 
falline on t:e innocent and deienceless would 





| not rather tarnish iy and wiliinalely unite 
| against him, not only the honest men in his 
}own country, but every government in Eu- 
| rope. That it certainly would excite more 
detesiation than. terror in kngland, at the 
same time that it would serve to impress up- 
on us still more strongly the necessity of 
omitting no means of circumseribing a power 
so perniciously exerted. I could not help 
adding, that although no act ef hostility had 
actually taken place, yet the inveteracy with 
which our commerce, our industry, and our 
credit-had been attacked in every part to 
which French influence could be extended, 
did in fact almost amount to the same, since 
it went to prove, in addition tothe general 
system of the First Consul, ‘that his object 
was to pursue, under (he mask of peace, the 
same line of conduct in which the preceding 








ment to give satisfaction or security, when 
vot) might» with. justice be demanded, could 


! 
lalleyrand theards every thing f could ‘say | 
| 


o 
o 


he had nothing satisfactory to’say, and seem- 


the same in- 
uesting that 1 would 


He Constantly: brought 


This l toldchim of: could not ‘refuse to do, 
and me must-of cowmse? mike thie subject of 
Y “Teportsstg ‘yourfordsiiip.” IP déclared 


. — myself “by any’ mans authorized to | 
might reeset Me cution OF ifstructions J | 
g fw. the negotia- 


tion: th ari* : W cust Fees 
Voi. + as ul’ thee tation of any 





governments had acted: 1 now trust en- 


} tirely to the effect of ‘the ultimatum, which 


will at» least convince him that we are in 
earnest, and that he has nothing to expect 
from protraction. I shall not however, as I 
said before, make use of this officially, until 
I have tried its effect in a more conciliatory 
manner. I have the honour tobe, &c. 
(Signed) WHITWORTH. 

The Rt. Hon? Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 


P.S) Your lordship’s dispatches of the 23d 
with their ifclosures, were delivered to me 
by Shaiw-this evening at vine o'clock. I shail 
see’M. de Talleyrand to morrow, morning ; 
and I trust your lordship will not disapprove 
my following the line of conduct I had_prg- 

sed, and which I have mentioned to your 
lordship, of informing him of the nalure of 
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my instructions a few hours before I carry 
them officially into execution. W. 
No. 63.—Exrtract of a dispatch from Lord 
Whitworth to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Paris, 
April 27, 1805.-I avail myself of the op- 
portunity of a messenger passing through from 
Constantinople and Vienna, to inform your 
lordship of the state of the negotiation at this 
moment. Icommunicated to M. de “Talley- 
rand the purport of my instructions of the 23d, 
yesterday at four o’clock. He immediately asked 
me if the possession of Malta was still insisted 
upon. I told him most certainly it was5 and I 
repeated to him the particulars of the terms on 
which it was yet possible to conclude the busi- 
ness. ‘That these were, the possession of 
Malta for ten years, during which period the 
authority, civil and military, was to remain 
solely in his Majesty, and that at the expira- 
tion of that term, it was to be given up to the 
inhabitants, and not to the Order; provided 
also, that his Sicilian Majesty shall be induced 
to cede to his Majesty the Island of Lampe- 
dosa; that Holland should be evacuated by 
the French troops within a month after the 
conclusion of a convention by which all these 
provisions shall be secured ; and that his Ma- 
jesty would consent to acknowledge the new 
italian States, provided stipulations were made 
in tavour of his Sardinian Majesty and of 
Switzerland. I had no sooner made known 


these conditions than M, de Talleyrand told | 
me it would be perfectly unnecessary to delay | 
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the official communication ; for, as the pos. | a 
session of Malta was still insisted upon, at-, he does not consider the case as Geyen™ 
thdngh for a term, the First Consul would not | Upon my leaving him he repeatedly sais, 

i encore de Vespoir. 


consent to them. I accordingly did repeat 


them to him in the manner he desired ; when | 


he told.me that he comprehended perfectly 
what we required, but that in similar cases is 
was usual to state the demand in writing, and 
he desired 1 would give him a note upon the 
subject. 1 told him that. I would repeat to 


him once more, or as often as he pleased, the | 


express terms which I had stated ta him, and 
that as my Communication to him was verbal, 
I should of course be content with an answer 


in the same form. He consented at length to} came to make this last application ' 


| 
} 
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wish, was however so moderate as to afford 
me a well-grounded hope, and might certainly 
be sufficient to induce me to delay, fur > 
short ttme, my departure, I told him that jt 
would be a matter of great satisfaction to me 
to perceive a probability of bringing the nego- 
tiation to a favourable issue ; and that J show).! 
be extremely sorry to spoil the business by any 
useless precipitation, But it must be recollect- 
ed that I acted in conformity to instructions; 
that those instructions were positive; that by 
them I was enjoined to leave Paris on Tuesday 
next, unless in the intermediate time certaiy 
conditions were agreed to. Having received 
no letter in the course of the day, about four 
o’clock I went to M. de Talleyrand; 1 told 
him that my anxiety to learn whether he 
had any thing favourable to tell me, brought 
me to him, and in case he had not, to recul! 
to his recollection that ‘Vuesday was the day on 
which ] must leave Paris, and to request that 
he would have the necessary passports pre- 
pared for me and my family. He appeared 
evidently embarrassed, and after some hesit:- 
tion observed, that he could not suppose | 
should really go away ; but thar at all even‘s the 
First Consu! never would recall his ambassador. 
To this I replied, his Majesty recalled mein or- 
der to put an end to the negotiation, on the 
principle that even actual war was preicrable to 
the state of suspense in which England, and 
indeed all Europe, had been kept for so long 2 
space of time. From the tenour of his con- 


. j 7 le pho 
versation, I should rather be led to thing thst 


eee K te Yace hae 
Saturday Evening.—P. §. This cay © 


passed without any occurrence whateser. Pre 
letter in question is not yet arrived. 
No. 63.—L.vract of a dispatch fro 

Whitorth to Lord Hawkesbury, dated | 
1803.—Anotheér day has passed over Wiie~ 
producing any change. I qerermined vs 
myselfto M. de Talleyrand, and to ¢ aver 
instead of sending, the inclosed lettr. Ttwd 


| 
shot | 


him that it was with great reluctance | 


en DIM. 
- s | 


ui 


. © - . rt. . . ° ri of f 
receive it, and to communicate to me the Fst, That Dhad* long since informed him 


| 


! 
{ 


Consul’s answer as soon as possible. I desired 
that he would recollect that Tuesday next 
must be the day of my, departure. 


No. 64.—Eydraci of 4 dispaich from Lord } 


Whitworth to Lord Hawkesbury, dated April longer delay requiring him to furnt 


(295 1803.—My last letter to your lordship 
was of yesterday evening, This morning a 
person came to. me whom I suipect of being 
employed by the First Consul for rhe purpose 
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ould, in the course ‘of the day, re- 
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whith, although fot exactly whar TL imighe’ 


of ascertaining my sentiments, and told’ /me’ 


ue ve a letter from M. de Talleyrand, drawn 
bp under the inspection of the “First Consol, 
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exteft of the term which’ had been oe 
for my stay at Paris, and that as I hee © 
ceived ro this moment no answet wha ier LL 
the proposal I had repeatedly mide, I cov'e © 


ish me wid 
efor of ™)° 


r 
the necessary passports for the nf rhe ti 


self, my futmily, and eheiremainder or 
sion, Rf England. ' Upon this I gave an _ 
letter, a copy of which I inclese, soil 
reading it ‘he 2 oaoinee tele 
He Taméneed thar'so mill rime bad Deer 
bat saidh that enodgh' remained, if Ewe 
rised to ‘hegotiate’ upon Other terme a 
of ‘coarse Set pepe -eoscbins that 
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other terms to propose, and that. therefore, 
unless the First Consul could so far gain upon 
himself. as to sacrifice a false punctilio to the 
certainty. of a war, of whieh no. one could 
foresee the consequence, nothing could pos- 
sibly prevent my departure to-morrow might. 
He hoped, he said, this was not so near; that 
he would communicate my letter; and what I 
had said, to the’ First Consul immediately, 
and that in‘all probability } should hear from 
him this evening, I thought it, however, 
right to apprize him: that it was quite impos- 
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to the negotiation. I had for some days past 
been preparing for my departure ; every mea- 
sure was taken for setting out at four-o’¢lock 
this morning, and we were expecting onl) 
the passports which I had demanded, for the 
purpose of ordering the post horses, The 
day and the evening passed without the pass- 
| ports having been sent; and whilst we were 
deliberating on the motives of such a delay, 
about 12 o'clock at night, a gentleman, who 
was with me received a communication which 
convinced me. that it was not meant lo, give 





> . . . . 
sible L could be induced to disobey his’ Ma- | me. my passporis, without another attempt, 
iestv’s orders, and protract a negotiation on | and I was, therefore, not surprized, when 


terms so disadvantageous to oursclves, unless 
he should furnish me with such a justification 
as would leave me no room to hesitate ; and 
that [did not see that any thing: short ofa tull 
acquiescence in his Majesty’s demands could 
have that effect. He repeated that he would 
report the conversation to the First Consul, 
ond that [should shortly hear from him. In 
{luis state the business now’ rests; I am ex- 
pecting either a proposition or my passports, | 
and am consequently taking every measure | 
for setting out to-morrow night. ~ 
Paris, May 2, 1803. 

(/nclosure referred to in No. 65.)—Trins- 
4on.—Sir, When I had the honour on 
lucsday last of communicating to you ofh- 
caily the last propositions which I was in- 
‘tructed by my court to submit to the French 
government, for the sake of removing the 
prescat difficulties, I had the honour’ to an- 


s ee 


iounce to you, that in case the First Consul | 


| about one o'clock I received the inclosed note 


| from. M. de Valleyrand. In this, situation I 


am waiting the hou# ef rendezvous with M, de 
Talleyrand. 
(First inclosure referred to in, No. 66,)— 
| Trenslation.—The undersigned has reported 
to.the First Consul the conversation which he 
had with his exceilency Lord Whitworth ‘on 
the 6th of this month, andvin whieh bis ex- 
cellency announced, that his Pritannic..Ma- 
jesty had ordered him’ to make, verballyyiin 
his name, the following demands :-+1st. “That 
his Britannic Majesty should retain his treaps 
at Malta-for. ten years. ‘2d. Phat the Island ot 
Lampedosa ‘should be ceded to him: in sfall 
possession: © 3d. That the» Feeach. troaps 
should evacuate Holland. © And: ‘thatiaf no 
convention on this basis should have been 
signed within a week, his, excellency: Lord 
W hitworth ‘had ordérs: to ‘terminate this mis- 
sion, and (o return to London. ‘On the demand 





iould net consent to these propositions, I | madé by the undersigned, ‘that Lord Whit- 


nould find myself under the necessity of 
l aving Paris in eight days. We are nearly 
arved at the end of this period, without my 
oaving received any answer to this communi- 
‘ition. It remains for me only, therefore, to 
oocy the orders of the King my master to return 
‘9. ; and for this-purpose 5 pileatae you, Sir, 
'o nave the goodness to.furnish me with the ne- 
‘ary passports, I seize this opportunity of 
““hewing to your excellercy the assurances of 
ay high consideration., ‘©, WHiTWORTH. 
lis f “agellency M. de Talleyrand, 

Ad Ooo Baa ae of a dispaich from Lord 
Wd, ‘40 Lord, Iawkesbury, dated Paris, 
1 ha vesday Mornns, May +, 1803.—Soon after 
| ‘ad . patched the messenger the,night before 
acorns the disp atches of the. ; si TECH ved 
which Hinglogg et leila, Pane vas OF 
Was 59 oie i 2 the BYRROH Of which 
could b, oplctely short of ery tun which. 

esatislactony, that did not think my 


Seif authorized to : 

fo fentex into any discussion. 
“poms fand.as +3 “8 
Lined : earlyagh gpuld,on. the fol-_ 
A So tL 


othe, answer, of | 4 


worth would, in conformity to the usage of 
all ages and of all countries, give in’ writing 
what he himself called the ultimatum of his 
government, his excellency declared, that 
his instructions expressly forbad him to trans- 
mit on this object any written note. The in- 
tentions of the First Consul being entirely’ pa- 
cific, the undersigned dispenses with’ making 
any observation on so new and so strange a 
manner of treating on affairs of this impor- 
tance. And, in order to give a fresh festi- 
mony of the value which he attaclfés to the 
continuance. of peace, the ‘First Consul’ has 
directed the undersigned to make fhe follow- 
ing notification in the’ accustomed styl€ and 
forms. , As the Island of Lampeddsa dods‘Hot 
belong to France, itis not for the First Con- 
sul either to accede to or’ to refuse’ the desire 
tesified b his. Britannic Majesty, of ‘having 
this sla d in his, possession.” With rébatd’ to 
the Asand of Malta, as the’ demahid itd’ Fe. 
-Spegting, it by his Baitayte MESSY, ald 
tfeaty” of 

; Vi 
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contracting parties to the said treaty, in order 
to know their opinion ; and besides, as the 
stipuiations relative to Malta have been gua- 
rantcea by their Majesties the Imperor oi 
Germany, the Emperor of Russia, and Lic 
King of Prussia, the contracting parhes to 
the treaty of Amiens, before they agree to 
any change in the article of Malta, are 
bound to concert with the guarantee:ng 
powers. The First Consul will not refuse 
this concert, but it belongs not to him to 
propose it, since it is not he who urges any 
change in the guaranteed stipulations. With 
regard to the evacuation of Holland by the 
French troops, the First Consul has no diffi- 
culty in directing the undersigned to repeat 
that the French troops shall evacuate Holland 
at the instant that the stipulations of the trea- 
ty of Amiens shall be execuied in every 
quarter of the globe. The undersigned avails 
himself of this opportunity to renew to his 
excellency the English ambassador the assur- 
ance of his high consideration. 
; Ci. Mau. TaLtLteyranp., 

Paris, ce 12 Floreal, -n 11. (2d May, 1803.) 

Second Inclosure refarred to in No. 66.)— 
Translaiion.—The undersigned, in answer to 
the note which M. de ‘Valleyrand transmitted 
to him yesterday eveaing, has the honour to 
observe to him, that the King has had no 
other motive in seeking to accelerate the 
proceedings of the negotiation, than to re- 
lieve as soon as possible the two countries 
the most interested, end Europe in general, 
from the state of suspense in which they are 
placed. It is with great regret that he per- 
ceives nothing in his excellency’s note which 
can correspond with this intention, and con- 
sequently nothing which can justify him in 
delaying to obey the orders of his court. It 
remains, therefore, only to request the mi- 
nister for foreign affairs to give him the 
means of obeying them, by furnishing him 


with the necessary passports for his return. | proposition diametrically contrary to the 


It is, however, necessary for him to rectif 


a misiake which has crept into M. de Tailey- | sul, accustomed for two months to 2 
rand’s note. The undersigned did not say he | every species of sacrifice for the main 
was expressly forbidden io transmit any writ- | of peace, would not reject a mezzo-term™ 
ten note on the object of the discussion, but | of a nature to conciliate the interes's ©" 
that he was not authorized to do it, and that | dignity of the two countries. 


he would not take that responsibility on him- 
self. He avails himself of this opportunity to 
renew to his excellency M. de Talleyrand 
the assurances of his high consideration. 
(Signed) Wuritwortn. 
Paris, 3d May, 1803. | 
Paris, May 3, 1803. 
(Third Inclosure referred to in No. 66.)— 
Translation—My Lord, Having to-morrow 
morning to make fo you a communicz-tion of 
the greatest importance, I have the honour 
to inform you of it without delay. in order 
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that you may not expect this evening the 
passports which you had demanded. | pro- 
pose that vou should cali to-merrow at half. 
past four at the foreign department. Re. 
ceive, my lord, the assurance of my hich 
consideration. reer 
Cu. May. Tacrerranp. 

No. 67.—£xtract of -a dispatch from Lord 
Whitworth to Lord Hawkesbury, daied } aris, 
Weducsday Evening, May 4, 1303 —I ain this 
inmoment come from M..Talleyrand. The 
inclosed note will shew your lordship, that 
the idea which has been thrown out is to 
give Malia to Russia. My only inducement 
jor having undertaken to refer again to your 
lordship, is to avoid every reproach of pre- 
cipitation. The difference will be but five 
days, and I have declared, that I see so many 
objections to the plan, that although | would 
not refuse their solicitation to send it, I could 
give no hope whatever of its being accepted 
as a ground of negotiation. 

(lnclosure referred to in No. 67.)—Trans- 
lation. —The undersigned has submitted to the 
First Consul his Britannic Majesty’s ambassa- 
dor’s note of the 3d inst. After the last com- 
munication addressed to his excellency, it 1s 
more difficult than ever to conceive how a great, 
powerful, and enlightened nation, can be wil- 
ling to take upon itself to deciare a war whica 
would be accompanied by such heavy calai- 
ties, and the cause of which would be so insig- 
nificant, the object in question being a miscr- 
able rock, His excellency must have been 
aware that the two-fold necessity of making ai 
agreement with the guarantying powcis of 
the treaty of Amiens, and of not violating 4 
compact, in the execution of which the ho- 
nour of France, the security for the future, 
and the good faith of the diplomatic intercoure 
between the nations of Europe, were °° 
deeply interested, had imposed a law upe! 
the French government of discarding ev") 
ty of Amiens. Nevertheless the First oe 
tenance 
ermino 
d 
His br- 
tannic Majesty appears to have been ie 
opinion, that the Neapolitan garrison heard 
was to be placed at Malta, would not aol" 
a sufficient force for securing the ac tual a 
pendence of the Island. This Se Bical 5 
the only one which can explain his * fi 
refusal to evacuate the Island, the Pts 
sul is ready to consent that the Island of f the 
shall be placed in the hands of one *. dee 
three powers who have guaranticd ell 
pendence, either Austria, Russia, a et 
with a proviso that as soon as Fran 
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1081] NEGOTIATION 
Enoland shall have come to an agreement 
upon this article, they shall unite in their 
requisitions to engage the other powers, either 
contracting, or acceding to the treaty of 
Amiens, to consent toit. Were it possible 
that this proposition should not be accepted, 
st would be manifest not anly that England 
never intended to comply with the terms of 
the treatv of Amiens, but that she has not 
been actuated by good faith in any of her 
demands, and that in proportion as France 
conceded one point, the British government 
advanced another. If this should be demon- 
strated, the First Consul will at least have 
siven another proof of his sincerity, of his 
anxiety to devise the means of avoiding war, 
of his eagerness to embrace them, and of the 
value which he would place on their being 
adopted. 
Downing-street, May 7, 1803. 

No. 68.—My Lord, Your excellency’s 
dispatches have been received, and laid be- 
fore the King. The propositions which 
have been made to you on the part of the 
French government, and which have induced 


your excellency to delay your departure un- | 


lil (he return of the messenger Sylvester, are 
in every respect so loose, indefinite, and un- 
satistactory, and fall so far short of the just 
pretensions of his Majesty, that it is impos- 
ible that the French government could have 
expected them to have been accepted. 
During the whole of the discussions which 
have lately occurred, his Majesty has had a 
rignt to consider himself in the character of 
the injured party. No means have been 
omitted on his part to induce the French 
government to make a full and early expla- 
nation of their views, and to afford to his 
wer re that satisfaction and security to 
wnict he considered himself to be entitled. 
It wa >In consequence of the apparent deter- 
Pye of the French government to evade 
‘cae on the points of difference ha. 
_-< te two countries, that his Majesty 
a rire to state the grounds on which, 
~ ording to his views, ‘an arrangement 
ae Ney satisfactory to both go- 
ved pa Hayes he accordingly authorized 
-. “XCCHhency to communicate the three 
video at different times I had for- 
B veins he ir h. a the very eatin Wiese 
Fretiehsfemaemed as about to leave Paris, the 
any distie ye ent have avoided making 
2 “istinet proposition for the settlement of 
ces between the two countries, 


, “"d when at the very instant of your depar- 
nch government felt themselves 
bring forward’ some proposition, 
that Proposition to a part only of 
discussion, and on that part of 
have brought forward is wholly 


‘ure, the Fre 
“ompelled to 
“ey Confined 
te subject in 
"'y what they 





with FRANCE. [1082 
inadmissible. The French government pro- 
pose that his Majesty should give up the Island 
of Malta toa Russian, Ausinan, or Prussian 
garrison. If his Majesty could be disposed 
to waive his demand for a temporary occupa- 
tion of the Island of Malta, the Imperor of 
Russia would be the only sovereign to whom, 
in the present state of kurope, he could con- 
sent that the Island should be assigned ; and 
his Majesty has certain and authentic informa- 
tion, that the Emperor of Russia would on no 
account consent to garrison Malta. Under 
these circumstances, his Majesty perseveres 
in his determination to adhere to the sub- 
stance of his third project as his ultimatum : 
as, however, the principal objection stated 
by the French government to his Majesty’s 
proposition is under.tood to be confined to 
the insertion of an article in a public treaty, 
by which his Majesty shall have a right to 
remain in the possession of the Island of 
Malta for a definitive number of years, his 
Majesty will consent that the number of years 
(being in no case less than ten) may be stated in 
a secret article; and the public arucles may be 
agreed to conformably to the inclosed pro- 
ject. By this expedient, the supposed point 
of honour of the French government might 
be saved. The independence of the Island 
of Malta would, in principle, be acknow- 


ledged, and the temporary occupation of his gp» 


Majesty would be made to depend alone on 
the present siate of the Island of Lampedosa. 
You may propose this idea to M. Taileyrand, 
at the same time assuring him, that his Ma- 
jesty is determined toadhere to the sub®ance 
of his ultimatum. And if you sliall not be 
able to conclude the minute of an arrange- 
ment on this principle, you will on no ac- 
count remain in Paris more than thirty-six 
hours after the receipt of this dispatch. I 
observe by your dispatch, you did not con- 
sider yourself as authorized to deliver to the 
French government any note or project in 
writing. The words of my dispatch were, 
that you were to communicate the terms 
officially, which left it at your own discre- 
tion to communicate them verbally or in 
writing, as you might judge most expedient. 
You were certainly right in communicating 
them, in the first instance, verbally ; but as 
so much stress has been laid by M. Talley- 
rand on this distinction, it is unportant that 
I should inform you, that his Majesty neither 
had nox has any objection to your delivering 
the inclosed project as an ultimatum, accom- 
panied by a short note in writing. I cannot 
conclude this dispatch without recalling again 
our attention to the conduct of the French 
minister at Hamburgh, and referring you to 
my instructions, by which you should abstain 
from concluding the arranzement, unless vou 
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“de Talk vrand informing him of it, and desir- 
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have received from ‘falleyrand an assur- 
auce that hts co duct per be publicly dis- 
L have the honour to be, &c. 

(: isned) HawKESBURY. 
0 his Freellency kord Hhetzvorth, A. B. &e. 


ai owed. 
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No, 69.-—/awract of a Dispatch trom Lord | 


Whiteorth to Lord llawkes = eaten Paris, 
Vay, 1805.—The messenger Sylvester 1s ar- 
rived with your Lordship’ ; dispa ( by, No. 15, 
of the 7thof May. As soon as | received your 


J ra hip’ Insirucuion ® j prepared a translat ted 


copy of the project furnished me by your 
i ‘po. and ashort note wil which it is my 
jntention {o accom ae the communication. 
T then sent a person to Monsieur de Talley- 
rand, to | en 1 « ld see him, and I 
was informed that he was atS Lt Cloud, I scon 
after learnt, that he was gone there In cons 

guence of th cident which happened yes- 
terday tothe First Consul. Lunderstand that 
no } ' 1 CO Meh ur bike iy fo ensue, and 
that he ts able to tr: i business. J cannot, 
however, expect to see Mi. Vallevrand before 
to-morrow morning. Although this circum- 
sfance may cause 2 delav of a few hours, vour 
lordship may be assured, that the execution of 


th. © msirpuction Witla Which VOU have iur- 


nished me, snall not be protracted. I shall | 


leave Paris most assuredly, or have concluded 
a saisiactory arrangement, within the time 
specilied by your lordship, reckonine from 
the moment of my being able to make an 
official communication, rather than from that 
of the rece int of your lordship’s Ietter. 

No. TOvmmmfiatrac? 
Fhitworth to Lord Hawkeshay, dated Paris, 
May 12, 1803.—The messenger Sylvester, as 
[ mentioned in my last dispatca, returned on 
tne 9th at twelve o’clock: and | wrote to M, 


Ing him to name an hour when I might wait 
upon him in order to communicate to him the 
purport of my instructions. To this letter | 
received no answer that eveni: 19 or the fol- 
lowing mor nin: Anxious to execute my 
orders, and to lose no time, L inclosed the pro- 
ject furnished me by your lord ship, accompa- 
nied by an official note and a pr vate te ‘ter to 
M. de Talleyrand, x sent it to the foreien 
department by Mr. Mandeville, with. direc- 
tions to deliver it to M. de Talleyrand, or in 
his absence to the Chef'du Bureax. He deli- 
vered it according aly to M. Durand, who pro- 
mised to give it to his chief as soon as he came 
in, which he expected, he said, shortly. At 
half past four, having waited til that time in 
wain, I went myself to M. de Tallevrand; | 
was told that the { family was in the country, 
and that they did not know when the minister 
would be in town. Half an hour after I had | 
returned home, the packet which Mr. Man- | 
deville had given into the hands of M.Durand, | 


of a Dispatch from Lord 


NN ee 


-APERS on THE (los4 


| was brought to me, I believe by a sery ant, 
with a verba message that as M. de Talley: 
| rand was in the country it would be necessary 
(hat { should send it to him there. In order 
to defeat as much as depended upon me, their 
ottetas of gaining time, lw rote agai nto M. 
de Talleyrand, recapitulating the steps I had 
faken since the return of the 1 messengers ; and 
desired Mr, Talbot, the secretary of the em- 
bassy, to take it himself at nine o'clock 2 
; melt, when I thought M, de Talleyrand 
_ would be at home, to his house at Meudon, 
lie was, however, not at home. Mr. Talbot 
was told that he was at St. Cloud, were he 
had been all day, and that he would not be 
back until very late. He therefore left my 
private letter, with his name, and returned 
with the packet. It was my intention to have 
sent it on the following morning to the Hare al, 
with orders that it should be left there ; at one 
0% wit in the morning I received a note from 
! M.d > Talleyrand acc ounting for his not hay 
| ing been able fo answer me sooner; an d ap. 
po oint Ing me at tweive o'clock at the Burciy 
des Rélations Extéricures. 1 went at the ap- 
poi tedtime. He began by apologising for 
hav ing 50 long postponed the interview, wich 
: attributed {o his having been the whole 
| 4 vy with the First Consul. We then entered 
upon business. I told him that, lin’ di I 
was by your lordship’s instructions, he could 
not be surprised at my impatience to acquil 
myself of my duty. T explained to him t! 
nature of your lordshi ip’s observations on 
Prepare of the 4th, and that it was considered 
/ason one hand impracticable from the refusal 
of ihe emperor of Russia to ta ke charge oi 
Malta, and on the other, as being wholly ina- 
dequate to his Majesty’s just pretensions. 
gave him the note in w hich this was express ed, 
and the project, on which alone a sati: factors 
arrangement could be framed He re ad them 
with “apparent attention, and without m 
remarks; and after some time he asked m« 
I felt myself authorised by my instructions 10 
|conclude with him a conve ntion, framed on 
the basis of my project, or indeed exten? ng 
that basis, since the first article of it woul : : 
| the perpetual possession of Malta to i di a, 
in return for a consideration. I told oe f 
most certainly was not authorised to ©! 
into any engagement of such a nature, whic 
would make the negotiation one of exchanigs c 
| instead of a demand of satisfaction ae 
rity. To this het eplied, that the satisfa 
and security which we required was! + 
and that this we obtained. — That the I Fi 
| Consul could not accede to what he cons 
| ed, and what must be considered by th - : 
‘lic and by Europe, as the effect of oon pat i 
| but if it were possible to make the gett 
| table, did I think myself justifiable in re 
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to doso. I told him that acting in strict compli- 
ance with my instructions, 1 could have no 
need a justific ation, and that I came to him 
with the determination of abiding strictly by 
them. He contended, that by communicat- 
ing a project, [meré ly stated on what grounds 
7 would be w illing ‘te conclude ; and that a 
yunter- project, founded onthe basis of giving 
us what we require d, could not be re fused a 
fair di cussion. To this Lurged the resolution 
of his Majesty’s ministers, to avoid every thing 
which could protract | the negotiation. ‘That 1 
saw no other means of ac ting up to those views 
than by making my stand on the project a t all 
events. I urged him repeatedly to explain 
himsel fm ore fully on the nature of the de- 
mand which he should make for Malta, but he 
could not, or would not explain himself. After 





sa to his Ma jestv by the Kine of the two Sici- 
lies. HT. In consequence of the present state 
of the island of tampedosa, his Majesty shall 
remain poss ion of the island of Malta 
until such arrangeme: hall be x b 
him as may enable his Majesty to occupy 
Lampedosa as a naval station; alier winch 
period the island of Malta shall be given up 
to the inhabitants, and acknowledged as an 
independent state. JIL. ‘he terriiories of 
the Batavian Republic shall be evacuated by 
‘the Fkrench forces within one month after the 


| ‘ 
conclusion of 


I lics, shall 





much contest, it was agreed that the proposal | 
should be submitted to me in the course of a | 


few hours, and that I should determine on the 
line of conduct I might fecl myse If just ified in 
pursuing, either to sign it, to send it home, or 
to leave Paris. The remainder of this day 
passed without receiving any connnunication 
from M. de Talleyrand. 
mined todemand my passports, by an official 
noie, whice I sent this morning by Mr. Man- 
deville, in order that I might leave Paris in 
the evening. At two, I renewed my demand 
of passports, and was told I should have them 
immediately. They arrived at five o'clock, 
and L propose setting out as soon as the car- 
rages are ready. 

(first Inclosure referred to in No. 70.) 
— franslation.—The undersigned, his Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s ambassador extraordinary 
and plenipotentiary to the French Repu! lic, 
having transmitted to his court the proposal 
which was made to him by the minister for 
lorcign affairs on the 4th instant, has just re- 
caved orders to transmit to his excellency 
the accompanying project.of a convention, 

uded on the only basis which his Majesty 

ncelves, under the existing circumstance: 


. to be susceptible of a de finitive and amicable 


‘trangement. The minister for Petit ign af- 
fairs will not fail to observe to what degree 
his Majesty has endeavoured to conciliate the 
security of his interests with the dignity of 
. ne First Consul. The unders ioned eas 
ee that the First Consul, doing ju istice 
with Ea away, will adopt in concert 
restorin saline an expedient so ‘suitable for 
tions ae Perma tranquillity to both na- 
avails himself aurope. » The undersigned 
to his Excelle of his opportunity, to renew 
considers ency the assurance of his highest 
ation, WHITWOR TH. 

0 ee ond Inclasure referred ‘10, in.No, 
Coy ene tHoR —Pr ectretl, The . French 
“Tament shal] engage tu make no oppo +a 


Upon this, I deter- | 


10.) 
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tion to the cession of the island of | ampedo- 


ntion founded on the 


a conve 
principles of this projet. IV. = i¢ King of 
Ktruria, and the Tahan ar - Lis a se 


acknowled ed by “his \lajest 

V. Switzerland shall ts evacuated by the 
French forces. VI. A’ suitable territorial 
provision shall be assigned to the King of 


Sardinia in Italy. 


lis Majesty shall not be 


tO CVa2- 


Secret Artic le. 
required by the French government 
cuate the island of Malta until after the ex- 
piration of ten years. Articles LV. V. and 
VI. may be omiited, or must all be 
inserted. 


entirely 


(Third Inclosure referred toin No. 70.) 

Paris, Vay 10, 1803. 
Translation.—Sir, In order not to lose an in- 
stant of so hoe ious a time, | have the ho- 
| nour to convey to you the project which I 
have received from my court, with the not 
which accompanies it. I shall have the ho. 
nour of calling on your exccilency at any 
hour you may appomt, nN consequecns of the 
request Timade ye sterda vy. But in the mean 
Wile, you w ‘il ‘be in possession of the con- 


tents of mv in ve ions. th » to God 


that they may be of a nature to insure the 
tran iquillity of both countries and of kuro} 
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew 
to vour excellency the assurrance of my high 
consideration. WHITWORTH. 
lo his lever lit } ‘Y Af. a Tall Yi l Ce 
(Fourth lnelosure referred 10 ait 0. 70.) 
Paris, Alay 10, 1803 


| comm inicate 


il could have the 





Tr anslation. —Sir, faving yesterday 


’ 


morn- 
ing rec civ 1 some important Instructions to 
to yOu, I wrote to you that 
; at what hour 
mvself of 
this +t dey oT hat letter has not been answer- 
ed. At two o'clock this aftcrnoon, I sent 
Mr. Mandeville, attached to the 
to the office for forcign affairs, in order to 
deliver to your excellency, or in your, ab- 
sence to your first secret ry, a scaled packet, 
containin, ihe papers ae hi] 
municate to you, and 1 added a 


evening to as! your | ccellency 


honour to ac quit 
’? 
| 
| 
l 


cinbassy, 


had LO Orme- 


second letter 


fo. your excellency. Mr.. Mandeville deli- 
vered this rackel into the is of NM. jody 


, oe . 
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rand, who assuredhim, that it should .be:com- 
municaicdk to you without delay... At. half 
past. fowr, not having received any. answer 
to.mycletters, 1 went to the foreign office, 
and J there Jearnt that you. were in the coun- 
try, and that:it was not known when you 
would ‘return to town.; Half an hour afier- 
wards having returned: homey, the . papers 
which my sceretary had taken and delivered 
to. My Durand. were brought to me, with a 
message that Lmust send them te the minister 
in the country. In this state of things, since 
your excellency does not give me an opper- 
tunity of making you (lis communication, . 1 
have no other alternative than to give itin 
¢harge to Mr. Valbot, secretary to the em- 
bassy. .He will have the honour to deliver 
to you the project of a convention, which, 1 
hope, will serve as a basis to-an amicable 
arrangement between our two: governments, 
4 have only to add, that the term of my stay 
uw Paris is limited, and I must set out on 
my journey for Ingland, on Thursday, morn- 
ing, if the negotiation is, not favourably. ter- 
minated before that time... I request you, 
Sir, to accept the assurance of. my, high 
consideration. WHITWORTH. 
(fifth Inclosure referred to in No. 70.)\— 
Translationsli being impossible for the un- 
dersigned) to delay any longer executing the 
orders of his court, he finds himsei! obliged 
tu: request the minister for foreign affairs to 


#PUBLIC: PAPERS! on Terme 5 
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daysoin ordento consider iof as Fequisition 
from: the Freache minister, to.cimsert: in the 
Hamburgh papera mast offensive arucle, in. 
tended asa justification, ofsthe First: Consy) 
and an;attack en the measures of.the British 
goveramelity» dt ais) withogweat-tegret.that I 
inform your lofdship,:thatsthe, Senate have 
judgedit: prudente to vcomplye with this de. 
mand; and thatthe article wilh be inserted 
in the paper of te-morrow.; itis now. in the 
hands of the publisher Sor that.purpose. it 
was. the wish of the Sepate-that they might 
at least be allowed:to omit or qualify the most 
offensive passages; but Mr.oRhéinhardt said 
his ‘orders: werci.positive, ors tle fudl aad 
caactinsenion ofthe whole. ; 

Wo. 72. katract of ta dispatch from Mr; 
[ill to Lord Hawhesburys: dated: Coperhuzen, 
April. 2, «1803..—The Frenthtominister at 
Hamburgh) receiyed-orders from his:govern- 
ment to Savaiinsited: im the public papers of 
thal city, am article: which! was) sent: to him, 
containing,a commentary! uponchis Majesty's 
communication-to Parliament,, respecting the 
necessity of increasing the military forces of 
‘he\country inthe presentemcumsiances. ‘Ihe 
Senate of Hamburghiconsdntedavith much res 
pugnance to the ansertion>ef this paragraph. 
The French minister desired: that) the same 
should be published in the papers at Altona; 
but the Danish magistrates said hatthey cou.! 
not possibly. permit 1t.without.an express order 





have the! goodness to expedite the necessary | from: tliis government.’ ‘Im vansequence 0 


passports» for his return to England... He 
requests, bis: excellency to.accept the assuz- 
ance of his:high: consideration. 


(Signed) WHITWoRTH. 
Paris, 12th May, 1803. 
Wow Tlieslxtractiof a dispatch from Ser 


George Rumbold, Bart. ta Lerd Hiavkesbarys 
dated, Hamburgh, March 29, .1803.~~—Late 
last night it: was determined that the Senate 
should be convened extraordinarily, on this 


this refusal, M. Daguesseau, ‘the French mis 
'nister at this court, received -ftom-his col 
league at Hamburgh a: capy. of the articies 
witha request that he would salicit the per 
missiow of -its' publication in the Danish pv 
'pers..e' To my: knowledge he! had no answet 
yesterday, and I have.every reason to Si) 
pose that this government? «will shew te 
| greatest teluttance:in aecedingto the Freaca 
minisier’s request. : 











ows a AE 





AP PE 


NOD!) 1. X:: v1 


Now 1.—+Report made tovthe French Consul iby Colonel: Schastiani, extracted fromthe Menitest 


of the 30thweft | Fanuand, $O3i0.060 , 


vo ONethe 16th of September In embarked | 


at:'Toulom on® board ‘the “Cornélie;' and on | 
the 30thd arrived at“Pripotiy lam mediatel} | tlenso oT he avon 
wrote: to "Baron® Cederstrom, thé cS wédish || 


-reanadmiraljias well.as toah@ minister of the: 
1Pacha, ‘to offerthent my ‘metiation: torterd-| 
aaterithe: diffwences existing@bétween the! 
-Honbilisly courtand the resend My medix 
oni wns accupied 9 the nithistemend the rédr 


adiniralrepaired>to ‘the ceommiissarial: how 


of Prance; and wel entéredoon the nego''t 

artiuscaveben far asuneet 
the Pachitdeinandeda donsidérable-smi, 2° 
the audgnientation dfithormmiualstttoute: 
urged actredtydnddeawo yar oago DF a el 
voy dof itenK ine Of 6 wetkelt,g wariell a>" 

pthéspayrneritiof 9745j000 heavy-piise + 
of aPanmaityof 
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sall the ships of commerce of that part of Eu- 
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vears of war had subjected him to extraor- { he should pass the winter there. 
. | 


dinary expences, and that he used great mo- | 
deration in conjorming himself to the treaty | 
in question. M. de Cederstrom only offered 
in the name of his court, 100,000 piastres | 
for the redemption of the Swedish slaves, | 
who were to the number of a hundred and | 
fifty, aad an annuity of 5000 piastres. Af- 
ter much debate, I succeeded in making | 
them sign a treaty which fixed the payment 
of the ransom at 150,000 piastres, and the 
anuuity at 80C0.—On_ the Isi of October I 
was presented with much pomp to the’ Pacha, 
who reccived me in the most distinguisi:d 
manner. The exchange of the ratification 
of the treaty of peace took place, and tite 
Jtalian Republic was formally acknowledged. 
1 caused its flag to be hoisted on the commis- 
sarial house of France, and it was saluted by 
the frigate and the place with 21 guns.—lt 
was not without difhculty that the Pacha con- 
sented to acknowledge that repubiic. Fle 
feared that all Italy was comprized in this 
new republic, and that, in consequence, he 
would be obliged to respect indiscriminately 





rope this would destroy his inarine. | 
gave him the necessary explanations, and 
particularly those which related to the object 
of his apprehensions, ard he replied to, me, 
‘ Certainly I wish to be at peace with the 
Italian Republic, without too much injuring 
my interest; but if it were still more dificult, 
I would do it, since the great Bonaparte de- 
sires .’—-The Pacha of Tripoli is a brave 
and enterprizing man, the friend of France. 
Che English have furnished succours to his 
brother, who is at present at Derue, without 
means or credit. His plan is to raise the 
Country against the Bey. The political and 
administrative affairs of the regency are con- 
ducted by Seid-Muhammed-el-Deghais, mi- 
hister of the Pacha. ‘This man is full of sa- 
gacity, and has even some notions of [uro- 
pean politics, He has been in France, and 
Preserves for our country a predominant sen- 
iment of affection. On the 2d of October 
Sctout from Tripoli, and on the 16th ar- | 
rived at Alexandria: the same day’ I waited | 
Upon General Stuart, commandant of the Ene- | 
a forces by land and sea. I communicated 
oe the order of the minister for foreign 
pres Which enjoined me to proceed 
. mye en. and if the English still occupied 
Me P ¢, to demand a speedy evacuation, 
'¢ execution of the Treaty of Amiens. 
, ene then told me, that the eva- 
ed: bai the place would shortly be effect- 
sired ee that I insisted, and that I de- 
mg answer less vague, he declared to 
» “at he had no orders from his court to 


quit Alexandria 
Oe mie smdbthat he even believed 








with FRANCE. FiQ90 
General 
Stuart is a man of médivcre talents: he has 
tor his aid-de-camp a Froich enigrint, called 
the Chevalier de sades, a man of talent, and 
an enemy of France, who has much influ- 
ence over the general. I went the saine day 
to see Khourchid-Ahmia, the Pacha of Alex- 
andria and the Capitan Bey, commande: of 
the forces of the Cttoman vorie. as fh 
customary compliments, and some language 
acreeable to the Subiiiie Vortey Lannounced 
to tuem, thai the agents of French comme; ce 
would assemble in I'gypt. unl 
cation gave them the greatest pleasare, and 
they did not conceal that they saw with grief 
the stay of the -.nglish in the country. I 
toid them, that their stay couid not be much 
longer, and that the general peace Icit no 
doubt of their approaching depariure. On 
the 17th I visited tue Cheik kl-\Messivy. Tue 
same day I also visited the Cheik Ibraiim 
Mufti. On the sth I visited the Coupure 
du Khalidj, which has formed the Lake N.a- 
reotis. The current of the waters of the lake 
Madié is still very strong, and 'f the ‘Vorte 
does not make hasie to re-establish this im- 
portant canal, the overflows which take jlace 
on the little tongue of land that separ.tcs the 
two l.- es, will render tne opening so consi- 
ierable, that it will be impossible to travel. 
I do not think that the Swedish enginecr sent 
by the Porte to direct these labours, has the 
necessary talents. ‘The fo:mstion of ihe lake 
Mareotis appears to have contributed to the 
salubrity of the air. The city has no other 
water than what it draws from the wel. of 
Marabouf. This little fort 1 found guarded 
by an English and Vurkish garrison, in order 
to protect the inabitants who came to draw 


- ¢h« 


> 
~ lw 


inis common 


water. I employed the day of the 19th in 
perambulating the ‘own, and receiving cif- 


ferent individuals who came to visit me. On 
the 20th, I set out for Cairo, escorted by two 


'Terkish officers, and six French soldiers, 


whom I had taken on board the frigate, but 
contrary winds obliged me to return to the 
port. ‘The next day I was at Aboukir, where 
I pessed the night. I prohted », this oppor- 
tunity to visit the fort, which is in a very 
ruined state. On the 22d 1 arrived at Ro- 
setta, after having visited the fert Julien; I 
saw the same day Osman, Aga, and Duvenny 
of the town, as wel! as al! the Christians who 
reside there. The 23d I was at : aon¢, where 
I visited the commandant of the ploce, the 
Cadi, and the Cheiks; I received from the 
latter, and from all those whom I entertain- 
ed, protestations of attachment w the Kirt 
Consul. I passed the next day at Ralimanie, 


where I visited the Chek Muhammed-Aboy. 
Aly; the fort of th: ‘own is almost entirely 
destroyed. I visited on the 25th, at Menouf, 
od 
la 








o me Daa 


CRE tr 


- — + i= 
» Se ee EN a its Owl 


= 
— 


ee? = - 
PGT BONE oe 
= 


So TO HOR 
— — ne ~~ 


acl” « 


ao ree, 
*.-*....— a" 
a ee 


- 
= 


wi de® 


as 
eS ae 


wt = ~s 
aa a 


- ave - 
ea 
el 

- ti : 
. ~ . . 

adi lies = . 

Per ee od 
v~ § 
SS 


ee Tees 
<5 
*T 5 vet. Sl 


Sen = 







dre aR I! os 
Tr 


“4 
a 


CLE ABER i POE le 


cen 


a _ 


7 -/~ 
We. Fakes 











+~ 





os 
NS 















es Pp 
~ ae 
ge 
am Be 
~ 


wre 


Oe a 


oo, 


i a 
. 


nat 


Pe ie peas 2 


aa" + 
5a a ee 
5 he Uk" Pe eh ser 


A tt, Str, Peta cae : 
, es row 
; * "5 
wa em lpr: 
are he : 


+ ore 


ee. 











A Gee SRP. 


< rendered the 


1091] PUBLIC 
the Che*k Abdin, whom the First Consul had | 
appointed Cadi. The other Cheiks of that 
town who came to visit me, held the same 
language as those of Faoné. I said to them, | 
‘The First Consul loves your country much, | 
he speaks of it often; he interests himself in | 
your happiness ; he did not forget vou, and | 
recommended you to the Porte. He has | 
made peace with Europe, and this country | 
will feel the interest which he takes, and the | 
recollection which he has preserved of the 
poor Cheiks of Egypt.” Muhammed Kachel- 
Zourba M: aiullern' who commanded at Me- 
nouf on my journey through that town, bas 
been beheaded in consequence of — being 
aceused of communications with Mame- 
lukes. The two torts of Menouf are de- 
stroyed. Larrived the same day at Boulak. 
I sent immediately Cifizen Joubert to inform 
the Pacha of Cairo of my arrival. The next 
morning, the 26th, the Pacha sent 300. ca- 

valry and 200 infantry, commanded by the 
principal officers of his household, to ac- 
company me to him, amidst a great m: any 
discharges of artillery. Haviug arrived at the 


Pacha’s, I saidto him, ¢ Peace has been con- | 


cluded between the French Republic and the 
Sublime Porte; the ancient relations of ami- 
ty and commerce have been re-established, 


and I am charged by the Great Consul Bo. | 


naparté to assure you of his benevolence, and 
to announce to you the arrival of commissaries 
of the French commerce .in Egypt.’ The 
Pacha answered ine, * The benevolence 
with which the First Consul les honoured 
me, peneirates me with gratitude, and his 
commercial a: cents shall meet here the most 
friendly re ception.’ I proceeded then to the | 
house which the Pacha had prepared for me. | 
I received the same day the visits of all the 
principal men of tie country, and of the 
Copt Intendants. 
paired to the Pacha, with whom J had a long 
conference. I spoke to him in these words : 
‘ The First Consul takes in you, and the 
country which. you govern, a very lively in- 
terest, and desires to contribute to your ‘hap- 
piness; he has charged me, therefore, to 
offer you his mediation, in order to alee 
peace between you and the Beys, 

The Pacha thanked me warinly and sin- 

cerely for the interest which the First Consul 


took in his behalf, but, he protested to me, | 


that he had the most positive orders from. his 
court, to make a war of extermination upon 
the Beys, and not to enter into any arrange- 
ment with them. I observed, that the un- 
fortunate circumstances which had happened 
to;the Ottoman troops (they had been beaten 
five.-times successively by the Mamelouks), 
r position very Critical, and that 
esed then te th. 


~« 


obstinnoy axy Imec et t the 
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On the 27th I again re- | 
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province. He then communicated to me 
the order of the Porte, and 1 saw beyond 3 
doubt that it was not possible for him to 
enter into any accommodation. | informed 
him that 1 intended to visit. the different 
Cheiks of Cairo, and also Madame Murad 
dey, and to inspect the environs and foriif. 
cations of the city. He ordered immed} ately 


| that the guard which he had sent shovld ac- 


company me wherever I wished to go, in. 
forming me that he would use every means 
in his power to render my stay at aire 
agreeabie. The same day I commenced my 

visits, beeinning with the Cheik Abdalla eek 
Chescanoi, of the great mosque. As | wos 


_expected by him, he had. a: ssembled a consi- 
_derable number of Cheiks. 
‘tion turned upon the interest whieh the First 


The conversa 


| Consul took in [eypt, on his power, his glory, 
/and on his esteem and. benevolence for the 
| learned Cheiks of Cairo... Their answers ex- 
| pressed their attachment to his person. He 
must have been a witness like myself to the 
enthusiasm excited at the view of the portratt 
(of the First Consul, to form an idea of the 
exaltation of their,sentiments. I have given 
it te all the principal Cheiks of Cairo, and of 
the towns where | have travelled. On the 
28th I invited the Cheik Omar E]-Berky, 
Prince of the Shirifs: be was ill, and I saw 
only his son. The Cheik Suleiman El-ar- 
goumy received me with much friendship, 
and assured me of his boundless admiration 
‘for the First Consul. The citizen Joubert 
_and Beve have certified to me that the inh 
| bitants of Cairo never testified so much attach- 
ment to France as on my arrival. When we 
| pass along the streets, every body salutes us. 
Their astrologers make predictions every (ay 
as to what concerns the First Consul. On 
the 29th, I went to visit Madame Murad Bey: 
her intendant had already prayed of me that 
would grant her an interview. | informed 
her, that the First Consul had charged me © 
‘interpose my mediation, in order ta mae 
their peace with the Sublime Porte ; but ths! 
the Pacha had ordered that no negocialion 
should be entered into. I employed me (lay 
and the following in visiting the citadel, ¢ 
isle of Ro da Gizé Boulak, ‘and all the other 
little. forts which surround the city. J he 
Turkish soldiers murmured to.see me visit their 
forts, but I feigned not to hearthem, and © 
tinued my course and my observations 
the 29th, in returning to Fort Dupuy, 4 a 
dier menaced me with his,attagan ; but ¢ " 
inhabitants of the city: testified highly ‘ 
indignation against him, 1 did not stop ‘ “ 
menaceés, and-continued my route. ol 
ment afterwards, Mustapha Oukil, once” one 
chiefs of the(city, :passed, before eueget 
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with marching before a Christian, and above | that asoldier of oue of the mos polite nations 
all, be fore a Frenchman, and menace: d a0 of Lurope show ld des grade himseit so far as to 
with the bastinado atter my departure. 1 | LhS stig assa:sinatio n, - means of such an 
could not be silent under'such an iisult; and | in} in nvation—ithe Pacha treated me with the 


upon my return I sent Citizen Joubert to thie | sreatest | pout VCS, and the Knglish at Cairo 
Pacha, to make my comp laint, and de | Were witnesses of the atta hment of that Cily 
mand a prompt redress.’ ‘I declared to him | to the French. [re chy, d a deputation from 
that | expect -d this man would come publicly ; Lhe Mons ot Nount Sinal, whein | recom- 
tome to ask my pardon, place him ‘elf at my | mended to the Pacha: I wrote to thetr supe- 
disposal, and implore my pity. He sare {} rior, to assure them of the tdendship and 
that Mus stapha was oreatly protected by the ; prot: ction of the First Consul. “The Monks 


Pacha, and wanted to arrange it otherwise; | of the Propaganda at Cairo, whom 1 placed 
but | persisted by declaring for: mally to the | midet the national protection which they en- 
Pacha, that if this reparation was not made in | joyed before the war, celebrated a Je Leena 


the manner in which I demanded it, I should |for the prosperity of the birst Consul. I 
instantly depart, and immedia ely write to | assisted at this ceremony, at which all the 
Paris and Constantinople to state my com: | — ristians of Cairo were present. ‘The even- 
plaint. This’ declarat.on produced all the | ing before my departure (th ie 2d of Novem- 
effect which I expected ; and Mustapha, be ~" [ had another intervi ew with the Pacha, 
alarmed, came on the following day to me, r and recommended all ibe Christians of Cairo 
conducted by Rosetti, and he public ly asked lt to liis provers, aswellas the Turks, who, 
my pardon, ‘and put himself at my dis posal. ; during the residence ot the French in Egypt, 
I told him that my first intenuion had been to | were connected with trem. He not only 
cut off his head, and that I only gave him | promised to respect them, but cven to treat 
his life at the solicitations of the Pacha and | tiem with bounty. On the 3d, i set out in 
M. Rosetti; but if in future he should ever | aconveyance of the Pacha’s, in order to re- 
insult the French, or those in their suite, his pair to Damietta. The Pacha ordered 
destruction would be inevitable. ‘This aliair, | to be escorted to Boulak, with the same he- 
which was instantly spread throug! out the | nours that | received on the day of my ar- 
whole city, produced the best effect. The | rival. I had written to Captain Gourdin, to 
same day an attemp t was made to excite t'e | repair to Damietta with the frigate, in order 
Albanese against me. Two letters from Ro- | to convey me to Syria, On the 5th] stopped 
setta, written by English Protegfes, assured ‘a short time at Simene uid, and afterwards at 
that there had been seen upon the coasts of | Mansoura, where I saw the commandant of 
Naroli a French fleet of 300 sail; that we | the city and the Cheik Esseid-Muhammei'a 
were marc ing against Constantinople, and | KI-C henaoni, who came to sce me, as wel 
that my Vi: ‘it to i gypt had no other object | aS all the other cheiks. | spoke to them 
but to deceive th 1em, and blind them to their |1n the same manner as the other cheiks 
da ingers, [ made the me rchant come to me | of Ie evpt, and received the sarae promises of 
Who had received the letter: I made him give | attachment. ‘The ‘Tower of Mansoura is de- 
j 
| 





it tie. —I instantly sént it to te Pacha him- | stroyed. The same day I arrived at Daini- 
SC li, telling him that this absurd News was etta. The next da Ay J went to Ahmed- pen 
7 ad lo occ asion dj isorders, and to endea- | Bel: il, a creature of the Grand Vizic > he 
ur to alter the good understanding which | returned my visit the same dz ty. He. cop- 

existed between “France and the Sublime | ducted himself pertectly well to me during 
tert ~ oe ouarantec ed the falsehood of it | my olay in that city. On the 7th I went to 
dis ae, mn The Pactia had dis covered | | visit the tort of Lesbe and the towers of bo- 
ile ai ‘ond “ did not fall into it. He even | ?az. i hey have not continued the works of 
Stuart teilack to me a letter from General | that fort, whichis in a bad state : those of 
a a uch he had just received, and to | Bogaz are in a good condition. There is a 

sve Cauttean an order of the day, of the | | garrison of 200 men in the-fort and in the 
of Ep i, when he commanded the army | towers. Qn the 8th I received the visit of 
Sypt. This order of the day was dated | Hassan Voubar: his influence over the inha- 
ei 1799, and recalled to tic recol- | bitants of Mensale is still the same. On the 
Was tribuita ¢ Egyptians, that Consiantinople 9th i went to Senenie, where I saw the 
ry to Arabia, and thatthe time was | Cheik Ibrahim-El-Behlout, he who behaved 





Me Br torestore Cairo to its supreimacy, | so well to the French under the orders of 
sais rade the Eastern empire’ of the Otto- | | General Vial, when they were taken and ini- 
a: mies Stuart begged the. Pa xeha 10 | : tite oned: The First Consul: had exempted 
from it of e spirit of that‘order, ‘and to judge | his village from all contributions,» I saw all 

Our attachment, and of our peace | tie chieks at - Damictta, particularly Ali 


wit} 
' the Turks. 1 was indignant | to find KE a5 asakh, whom the First Consul had invested 
"o's 


nl 








os ~ a 
+a te aa A ame 
y Pe a 


= 
on 
af», 
rs 
~ 


ee on 





be i 
& Age 
Pi ad 
4 
ie 
b zt i ia 
ates 
et Rates 
eae 
‘} : 
: a 
4 
: 





Bu 


_ ~ ar a. api 
— — re + 
" = ben erate - ~ - ~ - . “ 
-“¥ a Sat tel, Oe Saag *» See BEM Pt = 
* Re oy . oe - “ = ~ bs | 
: — to : = * = 
: ; ’ . o . 
2 = ~~ 
rr . 4 
~ ‘2 . - ae =3 a P 2 =~ 


10.95] 


with ec pelicses heois’ possessed af ‘great cre- 
dit, areal! is mut! attached to the! Frenclv. 
There tart at Darnetta two Christians; who 
ave men Of tnerit, dnd! may! be overy ‘useful 
to Us :Sthey are Me Batile/ and Don Bazil: 
They are potsessed of (ood information, have 
véry comiderables fortunes, and are very 
highly respected: Inv bvypt,: chiefs, mer- 
chants, people, all ike to taik of the Pirst 
Consal y alliofer up pravers for his happr 
ness, All the news which concerns him 
spreads from Alexandria or Damietta to ‘the 
Pyramids and the (rand Cataracts with asto- 
nishing rapidity. (On the 14th the frigate 
arrived at Bogaz from Damietta: I immedi- 
ately set out for Acre, at which place I ar- 
rived on the 19th. 
in the morning, | dispatched Citizens Jou- 


bertand Legrange to Dzgezzar-Pacha, with a} blind Vizier. 


letter, in wnich f stated to him, that peace 
being concinded between Frante and the 
Porte, the relations of commerce should be 
re-established on the footing they stood be- 
fore the war, and that I wasscharged ‘by the 
First Consul to confer with: him; on’ these 
objecis.. I begged of him to answer me in 
writing, if he was inclined to treat with me. 
In some hours the messengers ‘returned: 
os 
Dgezzar had received them coldly. He ex- 
“pressed his desire-to see me personally, but 
owas unwilling towrite. Every body advised 
me potty sce him, without an assurance 
written by himself; but this he appeared un- 
willing to do: but notwithstanding this cau- 
tionary advice, and his obstinate refusal to 
write, I determined to repair myself inme- 
diately to Acre.’ I repaired to the house of 
the Commissary of the Seven Isles. Very 
soon afier, the Drovoman of the Pacha, in- 
- formed of my arrival, came to conduct me to 
the Pacha, who received me in an apartment 
where he was unattended, and which ‘was 
without any other! furniture than a carpet. 
‘He had on ‘dné side of hinra pistol with ‘four 
barrels, a smallair-oun, a sabre, atid’ a ‘hat- 
chet. Alter enquiring as: to my healthy he 
asked me, whether I wis not persuaded th 


“ft 
bige’ 


our nd is pre-ordained ‘in héeaveny andt)at! 


nothing could cliange our: destiny. oF ‘ans 
swefe: that Pbelieved, ashe did, in pres 
destiration. tle° pemtinued to! speak’ for 


some tiffe div that -subjectio BE perceived 
however, that he affected a degree of time 


plicit) buethatyat the'sanie time, “he withed 


é topass for alniah of Wit, as'welload for a- just} the’black{ The second traveller then 4 eee 
igen) Herepeated severaltimes; « It isaldytedy and enquired why-he hddanswered i)" 


emthheD dekzar w barbarouss FHivis false he is’ 
a me ieheand severe) [Request of the FirstCon- 
2 sH/Re to end Me, @ TommMissiry of cor mer 
Selah ea tionss'@ ake cor a blind mah 7° bes 
101 Case Meir gy pcrvohn> wouldbe ‘site! 46 sayy4 
nl OoN oe mae had made hinv sb.” “Sua! after 
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The 20th of November, | 


pin@iidly manner, the many 
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hesaid, “I desire that ‘the commhisairy yoy 
may send shall reside at! Seide&y! as°that “fs the 
most commercial port in? my ‘dothinions < be. 
sides, it is not ‘necessary’ lie sould reside 
iere, where IT shal? he myself 'the ‘French 5 
commissary, | and ‘shall’ fake’ care’'that  vour 4 
countrymcA be Well ‘received. Po iytly 
esteem the French, ‘In stafureé Boraparte is 
small, butthe is nevertheless’ the erestest of 
mankind: Iknow that he is greatly revretted 
| at Cairo, where ‘they wish ‘to see hit again, 
I'made a few observations’ on’ the peace be- 
tween France and the Porte ; to whieh he on- 
swered, “Do you know why TP have thus re 
ceived, ‘and -feel so nie! leasure at seeing 
you? Itis beeduse you Come un .uthorized by 
a Firman, and without: enorders irom the 
Divan. > I have the greatst'contemipt for its 
They sey that Devaar is a 
Bosnian, a man of straw. and eruel to excess ; 
but ‘nevertheless, Ican stand the ordeal. I 
was'onee poor. “My tatier had’ nothing to 
‘bequeath’ mw but cotirage. °° Phave achieved 
my own elevation by dint of exertion. “This, 
however,’ does not niake®ime prov, and 
Dgezzat, perbaps, will Sdn finish his caiccr; 
not that ‘ie is old, as his enemies ‘report, (he 
. then pei formed some of the’ mano-urres ol 
I'the Mamelukes, intheir mode of rising their 
larnis, &c. which be really executed with 
urprising adroitness and agility), but because, 
most likely, God will have it so. The King 
of France; once so powertul, h.s perished. 
Nebuchadrezzar, the greatest ‘of all kings, 
mis, when his time was come, killed by 2 
fly; &c.’? He made’ several other observa- 
tions in’ this strain, and afterwards spoke 0! 
the motives which induced’ him to make war 
upon the French army: from the whole ol 
his demeanour iit could easily be seen, that 
wished ‘to be on good ‘terms wit! the First 
Consul; and that he ‘stifled bis resentment 











The following is the apologue, which he use 4 
fo deionstraté the causes of his ‘reststancs q 
soA blatk slave,’ he said; ‘after a long (Oo " 
ney, in which he:had sufferéd the gre" : 
privations, “arrived at’ \little field of sts 
canes’: he! stopped | therein, and epi ‘ 
himself in partaking of the delicious HC" : # 
they afforded 4 and at ilengt!* was a x 
to remain on'the'spot."' Very ‘soon afier, 


travellers, wlio had followed ‘him, aid 
‘The first said t0' him, “Salatnalle (the mow’ 
Wishinghealth), .Thedevil taker, ansv*" 





; ‘me | *. by ood Kr d 
away'to so good alwish.'oDhad very odin! 
ae ght. dn fa”) Ah wer ‘ 
son for ity repliedshe 5 if F pes tt entere’ 
‘into’ ‘conversation ‘with mety and ew 
Hsatdowi beside mey hesvould havep™ |. 
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able, would; have endeaveured. to |obtain ex- 
clusive possession.” 1 recominended to the 
favourable attention of Dgezzar the Christians 
and the convents at, Nazareth and J erusalem: 
he assured me that, he wonld treat tiem with 
mucn regard. I did not forget the Mutuales, 
and received the same assurance in them. be- 
half. Dgezzar frequently observed to me, 
that his word was, with him, more sacred 
than treaties. Our coriversation was inter- 
rupted for some moments by a kind of -mill- 
‘tary music, which he: performed in avery 
arreeable style. The palace of Dgezzar 1s 
built with mach taste. and elegance ; but, in 


order to arrive at the apartments, a number of 


turnings are necessary. At the foot oi the 
taircase, however, is situated a pilson, the 
vate of which is allowed to be open from noon 
till evening! I saw a number of the anior- 
tunate inhabitants. In the courts I observed 
twelve. tield-pieces well mounted, and in ad- 
nirable order. , Never did £ encounter.a 
sight nore hideous.or repulsive than that of 
the minister of Dgezzar, whom [ met in going 
out. Phe Paeha nad caused one of his eyes 


to be put out, and his nose and ears to be cut | 
ot. Lsawin the town more than a hundred | 


individuals in the) same state. On bebolding 
the domestics of Deezzar, and even the inha- 
bitants of Acre, onc would imagine himself 
it tie resorts of brigands ready to assassinate. 
Tois inonster has imprinted the mark of his 
airocions character upon. every thing within 
the mits of his powers I had an. oppoctu- 
nity of seeing, while at Acr#, the Procura- 
teur of the Propaganda, ‘as well as that of the 
Holy Land. Of. the former, and of the 
Commissary of the Seven Isles, I collected 
some information concerning the — present 
State of Syria, and the fortifications.of Acre, 
oF which IT had seen but a part: I was not 
Suffered to visit them, ‘The Procurateur 
of the Holy Land is grateful to the First Con- 
sul for the protection he had afforded the 
monks, He assured me’ that-my recommen- 
dation to Dgezzar would be’ very useful. 
He hinted to me Dgezzar’s earnest wishes to 
be on good terms with the First Consul. It 
's certain that the former behaved very well 
to the crew of a French vessel which put into 
Acre shortly before my arrival. Dgezzar 
vccupies all Palestine, with the exception of 
Jaffa, where Aboumarak Pacha-has. been be- 
“eged nearly five months, by a force.of 9000 
men. This operation: prevents Dgezzar from 
“arrying on hostilities with the desired vigour 
@3anst the Emir of the Drus¢s, who, for the 
he of a year, ‘had ipaid’ him ‘no. tribute, 

“ipolt is tranquil at, present: it, is different 


at ‘Aleppo,. whenet: athe. ‘Pacha has); been, 


driven, he nice! neblakt it 
n *) T7aMaseus is iInoped rebellion against 
‘He Barts nibh only has the Pacha of the Di- 
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van been expelled, but thes Aga, who .com- 
manded the citadel for the ‘hurks, has been 
| delivered up by the soidiers tot :¢ :nsurgeuts; 
who have decapitated him. Tripolbis now 
‘under’ a rebelious Pachaj, who vis a crea- 
ture of Dgezzar; who has lately ordered 
| him to protect the pilznims trom Meeca. Ln 
}a word, all Syria is wit Dgezzary and tle 
| Ottomans are as much detested here as in 
|Fgypt. The Mutnales live peaceably in 
| ticirr villages; they have, however, . been 
obliged to retire trom the borders of the sea. 
Aboumarak is now at toe last extrem y: this 
man jis equally i.consider:te and ciuel, and 
js surpa std only by Degezzar. 4 he hyn 
tans are even more in dread of inmy and 
tremble fer their fue situaion. “VPbe .aonkss 
of the convent of Jaifa lave withdr.wn {o 
Jerusaiem. ‘The 2!st November [ qmitted 
Acre. As the winds were uniavourable to 
a voyage to Jafia, I set sul for Zanie, wiere 
I arrived the 4th December, fb havded 
| the same day, but the ship’s company were 
| put under quarantine. | repaired to the !.ouse 
tof the French commissary, escorted by tlie 
Scers of health. Lsoon learnet that the [ste 
a the Republic were split unto different 
Maries, and that even the tranquiliity.of the 
lace was threatencd. L assembled taeyn:th- 
ers of the consutuicd au'horities, and the 
principal persons of the town, af the Louse 
of the governor, M. de Calisiipode. Af- 
ter having represented to them tue interest 
which the First Cousul took in their welfare, 
I induced them to lay aside that spiuit. ef 
party which distracied tem, and) to, weil 
without passion, and in silence, the new con- 
stitution. ‘Jhese few words were. received 
with enthusiasm, and all of them exclaimed, 
‘ France. for ever, Bonaparié for, ever!’ 
These cries were reiierated on my voing. out 
by 1.0re than 4000, men, who foliowed me 
to the door. The governorand toe Russian 
commandant were alarmed at it; aud J) learn- 
ed by the French commissary, onthe follow- 
ing day, that two of the leading men, were 
sent to prison, but tliat, on ‘his solicitations, 
and feartulof my reproac: es, they were set at 
| liberty in the course of the night. I went to 
tie Conciergerie, and !ad the governor 
brought there,, I spoke to him strongly, on 
the irregularity of his conduct: he was alarm- 
ed, and. promised t: at he would look upon 
these who cried out, * Live the First Consul !’ 
| as. good citizens, and in fuiure treat them as 
such, Ashe sent, in the course of the night, 
a courier to his government, and D, had: rea- 
son to believe he had made a wrong repoft, 
I immediately wrote to the Charge d'Affaires 
Of the Republic, at Corlou, to inform’ shim 
what had passed, and that [ was setting off for 
Messina. I, do not, stray fromthe 'tryth in 








} 


} 
‘ 














r ~ 
- : 
ae od 
a ee eee Se et 













A 

we fey 
ibe | i 
cs) 

- t : 
+ ead! 
es <| 
| a 
i} r ‘ " 
4 
ae 
Bris’ 

; 
oS 
Els td 
i 
ie ; 
fi A 

i? 4 
it ‘ 
ieapt ; 

J fis 
My : 7 
7 ee. 
> ‘if : “ 
re 3¢ 
He sf! 
s§ ‘ 7) 4 
1} ae 
’ soe OE! 
i= fe f t 
j i 7 


” 


———~ 


ORS En 5 eee 
Se 
or 


he 


2 = 
‘a 






oo 
Sat ee 
© a? 7 rr 
— Fee Be sa 


; 2 
gen yale ws 
~ heehee omen 4 . oa 
a ele tn 2 
Be < - 


par ees 
ee 
hie Soe es ee ea 





toa 





























‘ Pees , 
ae ~~ 
a aa 








OS eae 
er. tra 













































































‘of 16,140. 


3639] 


assuring you, that the islanis of the. Ionian 
Sea will declare tenigelves French as soon as 
an opportunity shall offer itself. 

English Army tn i gypt,—That army, com- 
manded by General oiuart, consists ef 4430 
men., ‘They wholly and exclusively occupy 
Alexandria and the neighbouring forts. The 
Turks, who formed the garrison of some of 
‘these forts, have been removed. Lately the 
English genersl has occupied Demanhour 
wiih 100 infantry and 100 horse, under the 
pretext of curbing the Arabs. The English 
have made no necessary works for the main- 
tenance of the forts; the palisades are almost 
entircly destroved, and the branches occa- 
sioned 55 the rains have very much damaged 
all the new foriificalions. They occupy none 
of the works which are beyond the line of 
the Arabs, and all the redoubts which existed 
at the departure of the French army are de- 
stroyved. The Pacha of Cairo furnishes to 
the English army corn, rice, wood, and pro- 
visions, without any payment. The con- 
sumption is treble what it should be: they 
commit great waste. A great misunderstand- 
ing reigns between General Stuart and the 
Pacha. 

STATE OF THE ARMY. 


Dillon’s regiment—emigrants - 4.50 
British chasseurs—ditto - . 550 
Role’s regiment—Swiss - - 600 
Wetteville’s regiment—ditto - 680 | 


The 10th regiment of infantry—English 600 
The Gist regiment infantry—ditto - 650 
The Ssth regiment infantry—ditto - 400 
Dragoons of the 26th light—ditto - 350 
Artillery—ditto - - - 150 


Total - 4430 





The Turkish Army.—Muhammed, Pacha of | 


Cairo, who has taken, it is not known why, 
the title of Viceroy of Egypt, does not com- 
mand the troops in person. Muhammed Aly- 
Serr-Chersme, who had the command since 
my arrival, was killed before Gaza; they are 
now under the orders of Jussef Kiahia. Tair 
is Pacha of the Arnaoutes, who compose the 
greatest part of this army, amounting to about 
16,000 men. They from time te time re- 
ceive reinforcements. Chourchid-Ahmed, a 


_ Pacha of two tails, is at Alexandria with 600 


men, who occupy no fortification. This Pacha 
is, AS ON€ may say, a prisoner with the-English. 
The Turkish army consists of 7640 men, and 
that of the Arnaoutes of 8500, making a whole 
It is useless to add, that this is 
not an army; they are men ill armed, without 


_ Gscipline, without confidence in their chiefs, 


and enervated by excessive debauchery. The 
chiefs are in every thing like their soldiers; 
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| military art; and uniformly actuated by the 

love of wealth, they think of nothing but of 
oblaining) it, and.of Jinding ithe means of car. 
rying it off im safety. . Six thousand Feench 
would \ at. present. be enough to conquer 
Egvptes ss). 

Aimy of the Mamelukes.—The arnvy of the 
Beys is, cemposed of 3000 Mainelukes, of 
3500 Arabs of the tribe of Ababde of Chart: 
and of 350000f the tribe of Binialy. Muham. 
med Bey Elfy married the daughter of the 
Cheik of the first, and Maarzouk Bey, son of 
Ibrahim Bey, the daughter of the Cheik of the 
tribe of Binialy. The power in this army is divid. 
ed between Ibrahim Bey, who is the chiei, iiley 
Bey and Osman Bey, who has succeeded Mus 
rad Key. Their head-quarters are at Djergé, 
) They have 80 French deserters, which torm 
| small corps of artillery, To the present time 
| they have heat the Turks in every action, and 
; the Egyptians prefer them to the Osmaniis, 
| The whole of Upper Egypt has submitted to 
| them. 

Syria.—Acre. The body of this place has 
been repaired; the port has been covered 
with a small horned work, and the tower of 
the angle by a half-moon. They have like- 
wise made a small fleche, in front of the pa- 
lace of the Pacha. All the works are weil 
kept. The weskest part is that towards tre 
sea, and particulurly the point which detends 
the entrance of the port. The forces of 
Dgezzar are at present 13 or 14,000 men, o! 
which 9,000 are employed at the siege of 
Jaffa. Jerusalem and Nazareih are occupied 
by the troops of the Pacha of Acre. the 
Naplonsains serve against Aboumarsk.—/«f 
fa. The Vizier, after the taking of Egyp', 
caused the body of the place to be re-coi- 
| structed, which is at present in a very good 
state. -Aboumarak, Pacha of Palestine, w° 
defends this place, has a garrison of 400 
men. Gaza is occupied by 400 troops ° 
Aboumarak. The Emir of the Druses hss 
refused to Degezzar his annual contribution, 
and has raised a respectable armament. [he 
Pacha waits till the fall of Jafia to auacs 
him. The English wished: to interfere ® 
| mediators between. the Emir and Dged7t, 
| but the last refused their mediation. phe 
Porte has, at this moment, little connex 
with Syria. | 
(Signed) 








Horace SeBastTia! 


No. 25.6 
Paris, 3 Ventose, Feb, 22. 
ACTS OF THE GOVERNMENT: Fee 
Decree of the Government, of the eo de 
bruary.—The government,of therepM? of 


creés, that a view. of the Preset 
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and also the same be inserted in the bulletin 
of the laws. ; 
(Signed) Bowaparre, First Consul. 
By order of the First Consul, 

(Signed) H. B. Maret, Secretary of State. 

VIEW OF THE STATE OF THE REPUBLIC. 
Events have neither frustrated the wishes 
nor disappointed the expectations of govern- | 
vernment. The Legislative Body, on re- | 
suming its labours, has the satisfaction of find- 
ing the republic strengthened by the union 
of its citizens, more active in its pursuits of 
industry, and more confident in its prospects 
of prospy rity. The execution of the Con- 
cordat, from which the enemies of public 
order still ventured to conceive criminal 
hopes, has almost every where produced the 
most beneficial effects. The principles of an 
enlightened religion, the voice of the sove- 
reicn Pontitf, the firmness and perseverance 
of government have triumphed over every | 
obstacle. Mutual sacrifices have reunited 
tlle ministers of religion; enlightened reason, | 
aud cordial unanimity have revived the Gal- 
can Church; and the happiest change has | 
already manifested itself in the public morals, | 
Lverv day produces’ more perfect coinci- | 
dence of opinionand of,senument. Childhood 
is more docile to the mstructions of parents, | 
and youth more submissive to the authority 
of magistrates. The conscription goes on 
smoothly in those very places, where the 
liere name of conscription was sufficient to 
stimulate insurrection, and to serve the coun- 
iry is now become:a duty of religion. In 
those departments which the First Consul vi- 
sited, he every where received pledges, and | 
observed proofs of a return to those princi- | 
ples which constitute the strength and the | 
happiness of society. In the departments of | 
tne Eure, the Lower Seine, the Oise, the | 
inhabitants proudly exult inthe national | 
glory, They are sensible to their full extent | 
ol the advantages of ‘equality. They hail | 
with blessings the restoration of peace . they 
receive with blessings the re-establishment of | 
pudlic worship. These are the tie that bind | 
“own every heart to the state and the consti- | 
a It is the duty of government to che- 
on and direct these* auspicious dispositions. 
a forms of worship have been regularly | 
Mom _Consistories are formed of en- 

ifeuten an vee —_ = mart 
ions mathe - 3 er, Of civil and rel- 
pentible ee ublic instruction, that indis- 
sought utes ace of society, is every where 
versh Retains. eagerness and alacrity. Se- 
ready ige shave already been opened ; al- 
raat Fee wel Pree 
oF theisscondary 4 Schools’ aspire’ to’ the'rank 
Of vial meosheaidaare se te whole! body | 
' WiC ion” tact’ there 
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can be no happiness without the light of edu- 
cation; that, without talents and information, 
there can be no equality but that of misery 
and servitude. A military school is opened 
to receive the young defenders of the country. 
Soldiers, they will learn to support the lite of 
camps, and endur: 
long | t} 


the fatigues of war. By 
habiis of obedience they will be train d 
up to the art of commanding, arid they will 
bring to the armies courage 
united with talents and with knowledge. In 
the lyceums, as well as in the military school, 
the youth of the departments, newly incor- 
porated with the republic, will live mingled 
without any distinction with the youth of old 
France. From this confusion of minds and 
manners, from this communication of habits 


and of dispositions, from this commixture of 


Pay P| ] ’ ne 
And CSs¢ 1purne 


interests, of projects, and of hopes, will spring 
up that fraternity, which of several nations 


will make but one people, destined by their 
position, by their courage, and by their vir- 
tues, to form the centre of union, and the 
example of Europe. ‘The national institute, 
which has its ascendancy over public instruc- 
tion, has received a more useful ditection, 
and henceforward will exert a more active 


_influence over the national character, over 


the language of the country, and over the 
arts, sciences, and hierature. In order to 
insure the stability of our infant institutions, 


in order to remove from the eves of the pub- 


lic the spectre of discord which appeared to 
them in the periodical return of elections to 
the supreme magistracy, the friends of the 
country called for the consulate for life to be 
granted to the first magistrate. The people 
upon being consulted answered to their call, 
and the senate proclaimed the will of the peo- 
ple. The system of lists of eligibility could 
not resist the test of experience, and the 
force of public opinion, The organization 
of the senate was incomplete. The national 


justice was left to be administered by tribu- 


nals without harmony, and without depend- 
ence on each other. There was no autho- 
rity ‘to protect or to reform them; no. tie of 
restraint to subject them to one common dis- 


_cipline. In fine, there was wanting to France 
_a power to reclaim justice itself, the power 


of granting pardon, How often these twelve 
vears past has that power been implored! 
Ffow many unfortunates have ‘fallen the vie- 
tims of an inflexible sternness with, which 
wise men reproached our laws! How, many 
cHiminals havé been acquitted through a false 
indulgence, because our punishments‘ were. 
too'sévere! A senatus consultum has restored 
to.the people the excrcise of those. rizhts. 
which | ‘the ‘Constituent Assembly had se. 
know edzed : but it Iyas restored : ries Yes | 
wittenp crve 
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the people from errors or precipitation in 
their choice; with precautions which guard 
the intluence of property, and the preponde- 
rance of enl:chtened talents. Should the first | 
magistracy become vacant, the duties and the | 
proceedings of the Senate are traced out for | 
such an emergency : forms of certain opeva- 
tion guide the wisdom and the liberty of their | 
choice ; and the quick decision of that choice | 
deprives ambition of the means of conspiring, | 
and anufcny of the means of destroying. The | 
coment of time will every day consolidate, | 
more and more, this tutela;’y institution. It | 
will be not only the term of all disquictudes, 
and the object of all hopes, but likewise the | 
fairest regoinpences that can be held out to 
public services and public virtues. Justice 
einbraces all the. tribunals with one common 
bond. Thev have each their subordinate 
station and their censor: they are always free 
in the exercise of.their functions; always in- 
dependent of power, but never independent 
of the laws. The privilege of granting par- 
don when the interest of the Republic re- 
quires it, or when circumstances prescribe 
indulgence, is entrusted to the hands of the 
First Magistrate; but it is only confided to 
him under the guard of justice itself; he is to 
exercise it only under the eves of a council, 
and after having consulted the severest ora-- 
cles of the law. Jf institutions may be appre- 
ciated by their effects, never was any institu.’ 
tion more important in its result than the 
organic Senatus Consultum. From that mo- 
ment the French people began to confide in 
their destiny ; property began to reassume its 
former value, and speculations of distant view 
to be multiplied ;—until that moment every 
thing seemed to float in uncertainty. The 
present moment was cherished ; the next was 
a subject of alarm, and the enemies of the 
country continued to cherish hopes. Since 
thatmoment they are reduced to impotence 
and to detestation. The island of Elba has 
been ceded to France; .that acquisition gives 
her a mild and industrious people; two fine. 
pate, a productive and precious inine: but 
cing separated from France, it could not be 
intimately united with any of her departments, 
or subjected to the regulations of a common 
administration. Principles have been made 
to bend to the necessity of circumstances ; 
exceptions have been established for the 
Island of Fiba, which its position, and the 
public interest prescribed. The abdication 
of the sovereign, the will of ‘the people, and 
the necessity of existing circumstances,’ had 
placed Piedmont under the power of France. 
Amidst the nations that surrounded it, with 
the elements that composed iis population, 
Piedmont was unable to support cither the 
weight of its own independence, or the ex- 
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pences ofa monarchy, United to France, it wil]! 
reap the benefits of ils security, and its great. 
ness; its laborious and enlightened citizens 
will exert their industry and their talent; in 
the bosom of the arts, and under the shade 
of peace. Security and: tranquillity prevail 
in the interior of France. The vigilance of 
the magistracy, the severity, of justice, 
and a gendarmerie vigorously appointed, 
and directed by a Commander, grown grey in 
the career of honour, has every where impress- 
ed terror on the minds and the attempts of the 
brigands, Private interest has raised itself to 
a sentiment of public interest, Citizens have 
not shrunk from attacking those whom they 
former'y dreaded, even when they were chained 
down at the foor of the tribunals of justice, 
Whole communes have taken up arms and de- 
stroyed the brigands. Foreigners envy the se- 
curity of our public roads, and that public 
force, which, though often invisible, is always 
present, attend on their footsteps, and watch 
for their protection, without any necessity of 
imploring its aid. During the course of a 
difficult year, amidst the exigencies of a gene- 
ra) scarcity, the poor looked with confidence 
to the care of government. They supported 
with ‘courage the privations which necessity 
imposed: and they received with gratitude the 
succours which they were taught to expect.— 
The crime of forgery is no longer encooraged 
by the hope of impunity. The zeal of the 
tribunals appointed .to prosecute and punish 
it, and the just severity of the laws have at 
length checked the progress-of an evil which 
threatened ,both the public treasure,” and the 
fortunes of individuals. Our cultivatidn daily 
improves, and defies the most boasted agricul 
tural systems of Europe. In every department 
are to-be found enlighrened farmers, who #- 
ford both ins:ruction and example. Premiums 
have been held out for improving the breed of 
horses; and similar encouragements are pi 
posed for the improvement of wool by" 
introduction of a foreign breed of sheep. 4° 
lous administrators ate every where occuple’ 
in traciag owt and revealing the richness 
our soil, and in disseminating the useful - | 
and the happy results which experience oo’ 


discovers. Our manufactures multiply ie 
iv iri i rovement. - 
receive new spirit and imp doubt, 


ithey emulate each, they will soon, no °* 
become the rivals of the most renowned wv . 
factures of foreign countries. Henceforth ' 
will be nothing wanting to their prosper! it 
capitals less dearly purchased, But cap''* 
begin already to give up the hasasdoc Zz it 
lations of stuck-jobbing, and devote ee the 
tention to the improveinent of land ane ent 
pursuit of useful enterprizcs. More thar oe 
‘thousand werkmen, who were ary 4 ot 
-throughout Europe, have been recal nets 
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and wilksoor be restored.to-ouremanufactures, 
A mongouetmanutacrures ahere isone which 1s 
almost peeotiate to Kranoe, which » Colbert 
kindled-up byeh is genigss: de-wascburied- under 
the froin ofSyons-ss Government has exerted 
all its endéavours-to “extricate it. tivons is 
again testoredto. spleadoar’ and opulence; al- 
ready do ite manatactures impose-a'tribute on 
ihe luxury ofiatope. Butethe principle of 
their-success'is to bestound in ~che-luxury of 
France itself itis im the changefulness of our 
taste, and the mutability*of our fashions, that 
foreign luxury must look forits aliment, it is 
it thar gives motion and life to an immense po- 
pulations who, without that encouragement, 
must lose “itself in corrupuion. and misery. 
There will soon be at-‘Compiegne, there. will 
soon arise’on the confines of La Vendee, a 
number of Prytanees, whereour youth wall be 
brought up in habits of'industry, and instructed 
in the mechanical arts. ° From that source our 
dock-yards and ourmanufactories will one day 
draw inspectors to’'direct their labours. » Four- 
teen millions afising out of the. barrier tax, 
and ten ‘millions‘out of the .extraordinaries, 
have been emptoyed during the year ro in 
improving tie public roads, in keeping up the 
old communicationsy’* «New communications 
have also heen Gpeneds The Simplon, Mountr- 
Cenis, and Mount-Genevre, will soon open a 
triple and “casy “access to Fraly ;\ a high road 
will lead*from Genoa‘to Marseilles;. a road is 
chalked out from Saint Esprit to Gap; ano- 
therfrom’ Rennes to Brest; through Ponnvy. 
At Pontivy establishments» are to: be raised 
which willhaveva’ powerful influence over the 
public mind of the departments ‘of which ci- 
devant Britanny was’ composed ; a canabwill | 
introduce into it new sources of commerce and 
Prosperity. “On 'therbanks of the Rhine from 
Binven to Coblentz, anecessary“road.is cut 
through inacessible rocks. The neighbouring 
commenes Associate their labours to the sacri- 
fices of the public treasuryy and »the:people-of 
Me otherbank, who widienled the folly ofthe 
SaterpRzc,: are agtonished and«confourided:at 
the Fapidity of the éxecutiéns oA great-num- 
her of workmen ares semployed ‘onthe canal.of 
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fordenew.lands for cultivation. Works are 
ing forward ior the..x¢paration of the dykes 
oftthedsle of Cadsand,.of Ostend, of the Cotes 
du-Nord, and the re-establishment. of the na- 
vigation of our rivers. “This nayigation is no 
longer given up. solely to the labours and the 
cares of government... The owners of boats 
plying on these rivers haye already. felt that 
itwas their patrimony, and.they fix on them- 
selves the taxes-by.avhich, the works are to be 
kept in proper repair. Qa the ocean forts are 
erecting to cover the roads of the isle of Aix, 
and to. protect the. vessels of the Republic, 
Livery where funds aré raised for the repara- 
ion and improvement. of our ports. A new 
bason and locked .sluices will terminate the 
harbour of Havre, and.will form an excellent 
port.for the commerce of La Manche. A 
company of pilots is formed to secure the safe 
navigation. of L’kscaut, and to free foreign 
pilots from the danger to which an unknown 
navigation must expose them. At Antwerp 
labours are begun, which will have the cffect 
of restoring to iis-commerce its ancient cele- 
brity, and the government has in. contempla- 
tion -a plan for forming canals to unite, the 
navigation of the Kscaut, the Meuse, and, the 
Rhine, to give to our docks those materials of 
wood: which grows in our own soil, and. to 
our mapuiectures a perfection which the ma- 
nufacturers of other countries dispute with us 
on our own territory... “Lhe.islands of: Marti- 
nique, Tobago,. and St. Lucie, have been re- 
stored to us with all the clements.of prosperity. 
Guadaloupe, reconquered and pacified, returns 
to cultivation. Guiana-rises from a long pro- 
tracted infancy, and assume¢s.a flourishing aps 
pearance... St..Domingo,.had submitted, and 
the author. of its. troubles.avas in. France.— 
kivery thing announced, the return of prospe- 
rity, buta cruel malady delivered it up to new 
maseries, . At length the,scourge which deso- 
lated; our, army. has ceased its ravages. . The 
forces: which*pow ate-en the island, and those 
which,will.specdily arrive fram, our different 
ports, guaraniee the prospect of its speedy re- 
turn. ta;peace-and to. comercial pursuits. 








Saint Quintios® The eanalwfOureg is-opened, 
and soon will Paris prapleienjoy: the benefic.of 
is Wacers; avd the salulinityrand the embellish- 
ments whicherlieye pramiséaes Phe .canaksin- 
tended tovunite the: navigationmof the Seine! 
ind the Saone} ofthe Danube andsthe Rhine, 
fh mestencinely fintighed as far:as*ddole, and 
public treacubyecalread yyreedives jn the in- 
* resect “prie’s6/ wWoad,> toy whiche-that canal 
‘in Ne ee rade equal: toothat 
vhirchit lites fA nished>forqhke contmuance>of 
j | caliits6f> Avones,) Merte: 
end the} 2 Were, (hé Uraistiny Xot" the marshes 


“of the over Cat cpyRs *y 
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Vessels, are, setting sail forthe isles of France 
and, Re-unions and for India... Our, maritime 
commerce seeking to reyew.its anci¢at con- 
Hections,.toferm new relations, and by these 
ciorisit gains new sixength, .Alread y happy 
4kperience, and ..wise, .cacouragements haye 
-xeanimated. a spirit for,cngagingy the fishe 
Which) ovas.dong the,pairuneny..e Psa 
pL orminercial.¢x pecitions, still more impor at 
pare formed.ar, projected: for the, West- 
Galonies, thenisic, of,France, andgthe 
Undies; iMaracilics presumes in the 
PADEAM pis anticat,asccndancy,.... 
Of eomncree have beeaagstored 12 Mie 
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have been established in those places, witich, 
by the extent of their operations and thg im- 
portance of their manufactures, have appear- 
ed to deserve them. In these assoggations, 
formed by persons whose situation ‘entitles 
them to the honour of choosing the mem- 
bers, the spirit, as well as the science of com- 
merce will revive. There its interests will 
be developed, inseparable from the interests 
of the state. The merchant will there learn 
to place, in preference to riches, the consi- 
deration which honours them, and before the 
enjoyments of a vain luxury, that wise eco- 
nomy which fixes the esteem of his fellow- 
citizens and the confidence of strangers. De- 
puties, chosen from the different chambers, 
will discuss, in the presence of government, 
the interests of commerce and manufactures, 
and the laws and regulations which circum- 
stances may require. In our forces, by sea 
and land, instruction and the love of disci- 
pline are sedulously inculcated. Responsi- 
bility becomes more rigid in our military 
corps. An economical administration has 
succeeded to the dilapidating system of con- 
tracts. The soldier, better fed and better 
clothed, understands economy, and his sav- 
ings, which he throws. into the common 
stock, attach him to his standard as well as to 
his family. Every branch of our finances 
becomes more productive. ‘The collection 
of direct contribution is less rigorous with re- 
gard to'the contributors. In the year six it 
was reckoned that about fifty millions were 
in the hands of the collectors of taxes, and 
payments were three or four years in arrear. 
At this moment the sum in the hands of the 
collectors is not above three millions, and the 
contributions are paid even before they are 
due. All the rules which have been made, 
and ail the plans of administration which have 
been formed, give a produce still increasing. 
The rules applicable to the registering of 
commercial transactions is productive to a de- 
gree, which attests the rapid movements of 
capital and the multiplicity of business which 
is transacted. In the midst of so many signs 
of prosperity, the excess of the direct con- 
tributions is still made a ground of complaint. 
The government has learnt from every one 
versed in the princi of taxation, that the 
surc 
of the mode in which the taxes were im- 


posed. Measures have been taken, and , 


are ‘carring into effect, to ascertain the 
real inequalities which exist in the different 


departments. In the course of the year 12,. 


regular and simultaneous operations will 
have ascertained what is the relation. which 
ought to éxist betwixt the contributions of 
the different departments, and what in each 
department is the just rate of.the land tax. 


consisted chiefly in the inequality. 
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The moment that a certain result has been 
fixed, the government will give orders for 
those alterations which justice requires. But 
in the course of this year, and without wait- 
ing for those results, it will propose an im- 
portant diminution in the land tax. Innova. 
tions are still proposed in our financial sys- 
tem; but every change is an evil, if it can- 
not be satisfactorily dernonstrated that certain 
advantage would result from it. The go- 
vernment will seek from time and from dis- 
cussions, weighed with all possible care, the 
maturity of these projects which inexperi- 
ence often hazards; which they support by 
those past examples, the memory of which 
has been almost effaced from the public 
mind, and on the financial doctrines of a na- 
tion which, by unnatural and exaggerated 
efforts, has broke through every measure of 
public contribution and expenditure. With 
an increase of revenue which no one ven- 
tured to calculate, extraordinary circum- 
stances have led to wants which it was im- 
possible to foresee. It was necessary to re- 
conquer two of our colonies, and to re-esta- 
blish in all the power and the government of 
the mother country. It was necessary, by 
means sudden and too extended to admit of 
rigid economy, to procure subsistence for 
the capital and several of the departments. 
At least, however, the success of the govern- 
ment has been equal to its efforts, and after 
these vast exertions, resources remain hence- 
forth to guarantee ihe capital against the re- 
turn of want,-and to disconcert the projects 
In the methodized statement 
of the minister of finance, will be found a 
general view of the annual contributions and 
the different branches of the public revenue, 
what was their amount during the last y¢@ts 
what prospect of amelioration existed ; whe- 
ther from the mode of administration or we 
progress of public prosperity, what have been 
in the different departments of the ministry, 
the elements of expenditure during the year 
ten; what are the sums still remaining ' 

paid for that and. former years; what ad 
sources exist to cover them, whether or 
from outstanding arrears of taxes, OF gen of 
extraordinary funds appropriated to Pe ‘oh 
the debts contracted in these years, and - ; 
have not yet been exhausted; what © 

actual amount of the public debt; ™" 
has been its increase, how it has er 
minished by natural causes, and how 7 
tinction has been effected by the wr the 
fund. In the account of the minister mi 
public treasury will be seen a ten 
the receipts, the payments of the om of the 
what belongs to the different branco® | 4 
revenue ; what is chargeable 1n each yer Tbe 





on each’ part of the administration. 
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united accounts of the two ministers will 
form a complete table of our financial 
situation. The government hold up with 
equal satisfaction the picture which it 
presents to its friends and its detractors, 
to citizens and to foreigners. After au- 
thorizing the foreseen expence of the 
vear 12, and appropriating the necessary 
revenue, objects of the greatest interest 
will occupy the attention of the Legisla- 
tive Body. It is necessary to introduce 
a change into our system of coinage. The 
custom-house duties must be reorganized, so 
as more effectually to check the progress of 
contraband trade. It is at length essential to 
give to France that civil code so long pro- 
mised and so long expected. Above all, pro- 
jects of laws have been formed under the ob- 
servation of government, and matured in con- 
ferences where commissions from the Coun- 
cil of State and the Tribunate were animated 
only by the love of truth and regard for the 
public interest. The same sentiments, the 
same fare = will guide the deliberation 
of the legislators, and secure to the republic 
the wisdom, and the impartiality of the laws 
which are adopted. On the continent, every 
thing offers us pledges of repose and tranquil- 
lity. The Italian Republic, since the pro- 
ceedings at Lyons, has been daily strength- 
ening itself by the more intimate union of 
the people of whom it is composed. The 
happy harmony among the authorities by 
which it is governed, its internal administra- 
lion, its military force already give it the 
character and the attitude of a state long es- 
tablished ; and if wisdom preserve them, they 
guarantee to it a destiny of uninterrupted 
Prosperity. Liguria, placed under a mixed 
Constitution, sees at its head, and in the bo- 
som of its authorities, all those of its citizens, 
the most estimable for their virtues, by their 
illumination and their fortune. New shocks 
have convulsed the Helvetic Republic. The 
eovernment owed its support to neighbours, 
seem repose was essential to the repose of 
ro res a it + nat every exertion to en- 
it thee — of its mediation, and with 
whine cae of a people whose position, 
the iad its, and whose interests, make it 
pn a ally of France. Batavia suc- 
whieh a takes possession of the colonies 
ids aie oo restored to her. She will 
tach m ms that France must ever be 
ratty = l friends or her most destruc- 
treaty of L. ae the last stipulations of the 
russia, Mare te are carrying into effect. 

had see all the secular princes who 
will frre ns the left bank of the Rhine, 
nities, The H € right bank suitable indem- 
bishopricks joa of Austria finds in the 
of Salzburgh, Aischtett, Trent, 
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more than it had lost*in Tuscany. This,- 
by the happy co-operation of France and 


ated, and from the bosom of that tempest 
which seemed. ready to overwhelm it, the 
Germanic empire, that empire so necessary 
to the equilibrium and the repose of Europe, 
rises more powerful, composed of, elementy 
more homogeneous, better combined and 
more adapted to the circumstances and opi- 
nions of the present age. A French ambas- 


us to a power which seems to be threatened 
with destruction, but which it is our interest 
to sustain and to support the foundations by 
which it is upheld. The British forces are 
still in Alexandria and Malta. The govern- 
ment had a fair right of complaint, but it has 
received intelligence that the vessels which 
are to convey them to Europe are already in 
the Mediterranean. The government gua- 
rantees to the nation the peace of the conti- 
nent, and it is permitted to entertain a hope 
of the continuance of maritime peace. This 
peace is the want, as well as the desire of all 
nations. For its preservation, the govern- 
ment will do every thing compatible with 
national honour, essentially connected with 
the strict execution of the treaties. But in 





England, two parties maintain a contest for 
power. One of those parties has concluded 
peace, and appears desirous of maintaining 
it. The other has taken an oath of eternal 
hatred to France. Hence that fluctuation of 
opinion and of counsels which prevail.— 
Hence that attitude, at the same time pacific 
and rhenacing. While this contest of parties 
continues, measures of precaution are what 
the government is called upon to adopt. 
Five hundred thousand men ought to be, and 
shall be ready to undertake its defence, and ~ 
avenge its injuries. Strange necessity which 
miserable passions impose on two nations, 
whom interest and inclination mutually 
prompt to the cultivation of peace. What- 
ever’ success intrigues may experience in 
London, no other people will be involved in 
new combinations—the government says, with 
conscious pride, that England alone cannot 
maintain a struggle against France. But we 
have better hopes, and we believe that in the 
British cabinet, nothing will be listened to 
but the counsels of wisdom and the voice of 
humanity. Yes, doubtless, the e will 
daily be more consolidated. The relation of 
the two governments will assume that cha- 
racter of good-will which is suitable to their 
mutual interests. A happy repose will bury 
ihe recollection of the long calamities of @ 
disastrous war, and France and England, rem 
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sador is at Constantinople, charged with re-. , 
newing and fortifying the ties which attach - 


and Brixen, and the greatest part of Pau,: - 


Russia, all permanent interests are concili- . . 
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cering their happiness reciprocal, will de- | What are principal commercial houses? 
0 pp p silbed 


serve the gratitude of the whole world. 


the heads of these houses are foreigners, you 


The First Consul (Signed) Bonavarte. |.are to point out of what country they are; 


By order of the First Consul, 


and in all cases you are to state with what 


The Secretary of State, H. B. Maret. | countries they are principally connected, and 


Paris, 26 Brumaire, 10th Year, 
(17th November, 1802). 
No. 3.—Translation.—I forwarded to you, | 











what is their chief line of commerce. 14. 
What is.the usual course of exchange ? 


15. Whether there is a public bank, and : 


*.* . . . < | . . . . . . 

citizen, a series of questions, concerning | what is its organization? 16. Whether there 
which | am desirous of having your answers. | are any insurance companies, public or pri- 
You will have the goodness to place them | vate, and what are their customs and rules, 


Opposite the questions on the same sheet of | 
paper, doubled in two, similar to the one | 
which | have the honour to send to you. | 
shall be obliged to you to send me this. paper 
as soon as possible, without, however, sul- 
fering your too great haste to be prejudicial 
to your accuracy. {f you are doubtful upon 
any point, you will have the goodness to men- 
tion it. You will probably tind no difficulty 
in consulting with some well informed 
merchants or clerks in the custom-house, who 
you think may have it in their power to give 
you some positive information, and you will 
declare the sources fromm whence you have 
drawn that information. You will: not con- 
sider this business as forming a part of your 
official correspondence. You must not .num- 
ber it, but you must content yourself with 
putting at the top of it, as in the projet which 

J enclose to you, Private Correspondence. 
(Signed) Cu. Mau. Tatteyranp. 
To Citizen Fauvelet, at Dublin. 

No. 4.-—/ranslaiion —Private Correspon- 
dence.—2Questions.—-1. What number of ves- 
sels have entered and cleared out of the ports 
within your district within each year from 
1792 to 1801 inclusive? 2. What is their 
tonnage or their admeasurement in sea tons 
of 2000 4 P? 3. Under what flag do they 
navigate? 4. From whence they come? 
5. Whither bound? 6. With what mer- 
chandize freighted? . 7. What was the price 
of freight to the principal ports of Europe, 
each sea ton of 20004 P.S.? 8. What 
French prodictions are most in request in 
the market of the town where you reside, as 
well as of the other considerable towns in 
your district? 9, Whatis the merchandize 
which can be exported to France with greater 
advantage from the said markets than from, 
any other? 10. What are the course of ex- 

- change, and the current prices of merchan- 
dize, from three manths to three months 
from the year 1792 to 1801? 11. You are 
required to furnish « plan of the ports of your 
district, with @ specification of ihe soundings 
Jor mooring vessels. -12. If no plan of the 
ports can be procured, you areto point out with 
what wind vessel's can come in and go out, and 
what is greatest draught of water with which 





and the prices of insurance, for European 
and long voyages ? 
any other public establishment which relates 


17. In case there exists 


to commerce, you are to give every possible 
detail concerning it, especially in whatever 
reoards manufactures and fisheries. 18. You 
are to point out the relative conformity of 
weights and measures with those of France, 
ancient and modern, as seon as you shall : 
have obtained practical and exact inforna- . 
tion on those points. 19. You are to add to 
all this tlie. most extensive information, as 
well general as particular, which you may 
be able to obtain from authority, especially 
with regard to commerce, and particularly 
respecting false accounts of purchases and 
sales of different merchandizes, in order to 
ascertain. the expences, rights, and_ local 
customs, in ‘cases of purchases and sales. 
20. Whether there are any fairs in your Gis 
trict ; what species of traffic is carried on 





there, and to what amount? . . 
No. 5.—(Translation. )}—From the Fandburgh 
Cerrespondenten of March 30, 1803.—L lt 
following uviicle is inserted by desire. — Y 
Paris, March 15. 

For fome months a war of newspape!s and : 
of the press. has been kept up between France t 
and England. ‘This seeme merely the gy: ; 
ing embers of an extinguished coniegralv? , 
the last consolation of a desperate pasiy; © v 
food of some low passions and a few hungt} n 
scribblers. The “French goverument - a 
far from attaching importance to such Bs" ™ 
ters. Notwithstanding some difficulties : r 
the complete execution of the trealy : D 
Amiens, they still believed they might r a 
on the good faith of the British governme ‘ p 
and directed their attention solely to ihe re Sc 


establishment of the colonies. elyne "i 
the sacredness of treaties, they coe 
persed the remains of the French nava’'" 


| which had: been given a prey to the Eng! ‘ 
fleet. In this situation,. wradenly appear 
solemn. message from: the cabinet Feaat 
James's, and informed all Europe that +a the 
was making considerable’ preparations " 
ports of Holland and: France; anaddes 



























vessels cun enter therein deeply laden? 13. 
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and the honour of the three crowns might | 
require. From the sudden appearance of 
this message, people doubted whether it was 
ihe effect of treachery, of lunacy, or of 
weakness. -Let any one cast his eye over 
the ports of France and Holland, where he 
will find only detached naval preparations 
destined for the colonies, and consisting only 
of one or two line of battle ships and a few 
frigates. On the other hand, let him lookat 
the ports of England, filled with a formidable 
naval force; on such a review one could be 
tempted to believe that the message of the 
King of England was mere irony, if such a 
farce were not unworthy the majesty of.a go- 
vernment. If one considers the influence of 
factions in so free a country, one might sup- 
pose that the King of England had only had 
the weakness to yield, if weakness were 
compatible with the first quality of a king. 
In short, no rational motives remain to which 
it can be ascribed, except bad faith-——except 
a sworn enmity to the French nation—ex- 
cept perfidy, and the desire of openly break- 
ing-a solema treaty, for the sake of advan- 
taves which will be maintained, and the sa- 
crifice of which the honoyr of France and 
the faith of treatigs forbid, When a man 
reads this messagé, he thinks himself trans- 
ported to the times of those treaties which 
the Vandals made with the degenerate Ro- 
mans, when fdrce usurped the place of right, 
and when, with a hasty appeal to arms, they 
insulted the antagonist they meant to attack. 
in the present state of civilization, there is a 
respect which a great monarch, which a po- 
lished people owe to themselves, were that 
respect no. more than to seek a plausible pre-- 
text for an unjust war. But in this instance 
every thing is precipitate, and repugnant to 
decency and: to justice. An eternal war 
would succeed a dreadful contest; and the 
more unjust the attack, the more irreconcile- 
able would be its animosity. Such a novelty 
will doubtless excite the disapprobation of Eu- 
rope. While even the English, whose national 
Pride had not entirely blinded them, sighed 
at this prospect, did the Times call the 
peace of Amiens an armistice, and in doing 
°°, passed the severest satire on the govern- 
— it defended ; and the rapid:fall of the na- 
ae ae is the first prelude to the misfor- 
re ich may follow as the revenge due 
mean mer. given to all social rights. The 
the toe = intimidated than irritated by 
boca of England. “They have neither 
hee: by their reverses, nor elated 

e ir victories ;.im aywar to: which there 
Ppeared no termination; they saw all Europe 
onferlerated them. Their con- 
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clusion. This war would have a different 
object; France would contend far the liberty 
of the states of Europe, and the sacredness of 
their treaties; and if the English government 
be determined to make it a national war, per- 
haps her boasted formidable naval strength 
would not be sufficient to decide the result, and 
io secure the victory. The French, strong in 
the justice of their cause, and in the confidence 
they repose in their government, do not 
dread the new expences and new sacrifices 
which such a war might render necessary, 
Their system of finance is more simple and 
less artificial than that of London, and so 
much the more solid. It all lies in their soil 
and in their courage. On the first news of 
the English message, all eyes were turned to 
the cabinet of the Thuilleries. As most 
trifling motions received a character of im- 
portance, its most unpremeditated words were 
eagerly caught up. Every one impatiently 
expected the assemoly for the-presentation of 
foreigners, which Madame Buonaparté holds 
once a month. Every one was prepared to 
draw some inferences from it.. It was as 
splendid as usual. The First Consul made 
his appearance, and said on his entrance, to 
the English ambassador, who was standing 
beside M. Markoff, “* We have been at war 
for twelve years. The King of England says 
that France is making immense, naval pre- 
parations. He has been led into an error. 
In the French ports there are no preparations 
of any magnitude. ‘Che whole fleet is gone 
to St. Domingo and ghe colonies. With re- 
gard to the ports of “Holland, to which the 
message likewise alludes, there are only the 
preparations for the expedition under General 
Victor, and all Europe knows its destination 
is for Louisiana. ‘The King says farther, 
that between the cabinets of Paris and Lon- 
don differences continue. I know of none. 
It is true that England ought to have evacu- 
ated Malta, and Malta is not evacuated ; and 
as his Britannic Majesty has bound himself by 
the most solemn treaty ever entered into, it 
is impossible to doubt of the speedy evactia- 
tion of that island; «and,” added the First 
Consul, “ those who would attempt to 
frighten the French people should know, 
that it is possible to kill, ‘but not to intimidate 
them.” During the colirse of the evening, 
when the First Consul happened to be wear 
M. Markoff, he said to him, haif aloud, “that 
the British ministry wished to keep.Malta fpr 


five years’more. Such Pe ry apaattian | rl 

sulting, and no treaties be entered. into 

which jit was not resolved to observe.” _ At 

the..conclusion of the assembly, when. the 
ish ambassador was about to retire,,, 


. prompt. First. Consul said: to him, “ Madame. 
Ertrerument, brought eta cool ‘Duchess of Dorset'has spent the unpleasant 
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rt of the year at Paris. It is my sincere 
wish that she may also spend the agreeable 
season. But if it should happen that we 
really must go to war, the responsibility is 
exclusively with those who deny the validity 
of their own contracts, since they refuse to 
observe. treaties which they had concluded.” 
These words of the First Consul require no 
comment. They explain completely his pre- 
sent opinions, his past conduct, and his re- 
solution for the future. It is sufficient to 
compare them with the tergiversations, the 
duplicity, the evasions, and the message, of 
the English government, in order to be en- 
abled to decide on the justice of the dispute. 

Corfu, January 2, 1803. 

No. 7.—My Lord, In my letter of the 10th 
ultimo, your lordship will perceive that I in- 
serted the arrival of the Cornelia French 
frigate at Zante, and that Horatio Sebastiani., 
harangued the people of that island. At 
that time [ was not in possession of his exact 
oration, but since then the delegate of Zante 
transmitted his speech to the senate of Corfu ; 
a copy of which | beg leave to submit to 
your lordship’s attention. Monsieur Romieu, 
the French minister here, communicated to 
the Prince of the Senate, that the First Con- 
sul of the French Republic had taken under 
his protection the Catholic, Apostolic, and 
Roman churches of this Republic; and on 
the 19th December wrote to the Vicar Ge- 
neral of Corfu to inform him of the same; a 
copy of which permit me to inclose for your 
perusal. From the proceedings of the French 
commissary here, and those of the other 
islands, together with the disposition of the 
natives, I am afraid that this Republic will 
be a. constant theatre of French intrigue. 
The aforesaid commissaries occasion Count 
Mocenigo and this government an_ infinite 
deal of trouble. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) Sprripron Forest. 
Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 

(First Inclosure referred to in No. 7.)— 
Translation. Horace Sebastiani, Chief of Bri- 
gade of a Regiment of Dragoons, and Envoy 
of the First Consul in the Levant. To his Ex- 
‘cellency the Delegate of Zan'e.—Sir, The First 
Consul Buonaparté has charged me to visit 
these islands which compose your Republic, 
and to assure the inhabitants that he takes a 
lively interest ‘in their prosperity. I know 
that the difference of political opinions di- 
vides this rising Republic into various parties, 
and that without the wise measures taken by 

government, its tranquillity will be de- 
stroyed. 1 could wish you to make known to 
your administrators and fellow citizens how 
much th> First Consul wishes to see a stop 
put to those intestine divisions which afflict 





these islands. Your political independenc 

has been guaranteed by France, Ried ‘at 
the Sublime Porte. These powerful nations, 
united together by the bonds of the truest 
friendship, are occupied, in concert with 
your most enlightened and most virtuous fel- 
low citizens, to give you a form of govern. 
ment suitable to your situation and the genius 
of your inhabitants. Wait with confidence 
and moderation the result of these important 
operations, and be assured that you will see 
the end of your ills and the beginning of your 
prosperity. All exaggerations of _ political 
opinions are inimical to the general prospe- 
rity: absolute democracy, always tempestu- 
ous, sacrifices to vain chimeras the security, 
the property, civil liberty, and, in short, all 
that constitutes the happiness of a state: 
aristocracy which is not moderated is always 
tyrannical, and the elevation of a small num- 
ber of families, is preferred to talents and to 
virtue. In order that a government may be 
prosperous, it is necessary that it should have 
in its formation a happy combination of the 
advantages of different forms of government ; 
the power and promptitude of monarchy, the 
vigilance and intelligence of aristocracy, and 
the vigour and elevation of democracy ; that 
the citizens may find the security enjoyed 
under the first, the tranquillity of the second, 
and the equality of rights fixed by the laws 
which are found in the third. Recollect that 
the man who forms-a part of society only 
preserves the liberty of doing that whichis not 
prejudicial to the rights of others; and that 
equality only consists in the exact execution 
of the laws, and in the protection which they 

afford to every member of the political body. 
As the quarantine prevents communication, 

I beg you will communicate this my letter - 
all the authorities, and also to the princ'p@ 

inhabitants. 1 avail myself of this opport™ 

nity to assure you of the sentiments of estecin 

and consideration which I entertain for your 


person. " 
(Second Inclosure referred to in No. 7.) 
Translation. 
Liberty. Equality. 


Corfu, 29th Frimaire, 11th Year 
of the French Republic. wad 
The Adjutant Commandant Romieu, © 
massary General of Commercial — e ‘ 
Chargé d@ Affaires to the Republic of the ‘ol “ 
Islands, to the Vicar General of the Cat a. 
Apostolic, and Roman Churches at Corfi—r 
icar General, I hasten to inform ~~ ait 
the greatest joy, that I have just receiv" 
express orders ‘of my government he 
the church of the Roman religion in *e 5 
public of the Seven Islands under te . 
protection. I make this communi os 
the Prince of the Senate. This proe 
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good-will of the French towards this church, | churches practise in the French Republic. 
will be a powerful motive, Mr. Vicar Gene- | With the most distinguished consideration, 
ral, for addressing, through the faithful in | Mr. Vicar General, | have the honour to 





your communion, the most ardent vows to | salute you. (Signed) A. Romrgux. 
Heaven for the prosperity of the French. Re- A true copy, 
public, and the preservation of the lives of Spiridion Foresti. 


its Consuls, in the same way as the Roman 
EE 


ADDITIONAL PAPERS ON SUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH THE NEGOTI- 
ATION WITH FRANCE: LAID BEFORE PARLIAMENT AT DIFFERENT 
TIMES. 

Papers, No. 1 to 22, inclusive: Ordered to be printed, May 20, 1303. 


No. 1.—Extract of a dispatch from Mr. | 5th, 1802.—I transmit inclosed copy of an 
Merry to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Paris, \ answer which the French minister has given 
June 17th, 1802.—In your lordship’s dispatch, | to the representation which I lately delivered 
No. 3 of this year, to Mr. Jackson, you gave | to him, respecting the seizure of the British 
instructions to that minister to endeavour to | sloop Fame packet, at Cherbourg. 
procure the release of the British sloop Fame, | No. 4.—Extract of a dispatch from Mr. 
which had been seized by the revenue officers | Merry to Lard Hawkesbury, dated Paris, Aug. 
at Cherbourg, in consequence of her having | 4¢h, 1802.—I am sorry to have learnt by an 
entered that port by stress of weather. The | answer, which I have received from M. Tal- 
master of that vessel, and a person deputed | leyrand, and of which I transmit a copy in- 
by the proprietors at Jersey, arrived lately at | closed, that the representation which | made 
Paris for the purpose of defending the suit, | to that minister (inclosed in my No. 31) on 
which has been carrying on to procure her | the-subject of the seizure at Cherbourg of the 
liberation. I had, in consequence of their | British sloop Fame Packet, has failed in its 
application to me, reminded the French mi-| effect, either of procuring the release of that 
nister verbally of this business on two or three | vessel, or of drawing forth some favourable 
occasions: but those remonstrances having | explanation in regard to the law which gave 
produced no effect, and sentence being about | occasion to her detention. 
to be pronounced on the last appeal in the} No. 5.—Copy of a dispatch from Mr. Merry 
cause, I sent him a representation in writing, | 40 Lord Hawkesbury, dated Paris, Sept. 20, 
of which your lordship will find a copy in- | 1802.—My Lord, I received, the evening 
closed; and in which I considered that it | before last, by the ordinary post, the honour 


might be serviceable to insert some observa- | of your lordship’s separate letter of the 13th - 
tions upon the law of the French Republic, | of this month, transmitting to. me copy of © 


which gave occasion to the seizure, upon the | one from Messrs. Houtham and Moir, on the 
manner of its execution, and upon the pro- | subject of the seizure, in a French port, of 
priety of its being repealed and modified now | the British brig Jennies, William Muckle, 
that the two countries were happily at peace. | master ; and directing me to take the neces- 

No. 2.—Extract of a dispatch from Mr, | sary steps for obtaining redress for the owners 
Merry to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Paris, June | of the vessel and cargo. Ihave lost no time 
23d, 1802.—I have the honour to transmit to | in representing this case to the French go- 
your lordship inclosed, copy of an answer, | vernment, as your lordship will see by the 
which I received two days since from the | copy which I bed the honour ‘to transmit, 
French minister, to the note which I deliver- | inclosed, of a letter which f have addressed 
ed to him on the 25th May, communicating | on the subject to M. Talleyrand; but I am 
to him that his Majesty had, in conformity to | sorry to observe, that there can be little 
the 14th article of the definitive treaty of | hopes of any redress’ being obtained in this 
Peace, taken off the sequestrations upon the | instance, since none has been produced by 
A of French citizens in his dominions, | the repeated remonstrances which were made 
— expressing that he did not doubt that the | in the still stronger case of the vessel (the 
French government would be equally ready | Fame Packet) belonging to Jersey, which 
“ render the same justice to such of his | was only forced into a French port by stress 
pJestys subjects as have property in | of weather; whereas the ship now in ques- 

rance. | tion came designedly to the port of Charante 
No. 3.—Extract of a dispatch from Mr. ‘with prohibited goods aboard, contrary to 
erry to Lord Harvkeshury, daied Paris, July | the law of the republic, (which unfortunptely 
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still continues in force) confiscating every 
vessel and cargo where British manufactures 
shall be found. Your lordship will perceive, 
that I have availed myself of this opportu- 
nity to recall to the French minister the ob- 
servations which I made to him, on a former 
occasion, upon the effects, so prejudicial to 
the British trade, and to a friendly intercourse 
between the two countries, which must ne- 
cessarily arise from the rigorous execution of 
the law in question. 
be, &c. Ant. Merry. 
Rt. Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 

No. 6.—Extract of « dispatch from Mr. 
Merry to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Paris, Oct. 
18, 1802.—I inclose copy of an answer, 
which | have received from the French mi- 
nister, to the representation which I made to 
him on the 27th of last month, on the sub- 
ject of the capture of the British ship Porcher, 
by the -French privateer the Bellona; in 
which he states, that the necessary orders 
will be given for justice to be done to the 
proprietors of that ship. I at the same time 
forward herewith a list of passports which I 
have granted to persons going to his Majesty’s 
dominions, between the 2d and 15th of Oc- 
tober. 

No. 7.—Copy of a dispatch from Lord ' 
Hawkesbury to Mr. Merry, dated Downing- | 
street, May 20, 1802.—Sir, Various reports | 
having been received in this country, of strict | 
prohibitions being inforced with respect to 
the admission of British commodities and ma- 
nufactures into France, and of very rigorous 
restriciions being imposed on British vessels 
entering the ports of that country; [ have to 
signify to you his Majesty’s pleasure, that 
you transmit to me, without delay, the most 
detailed and accurate statement which you 
can procure on those points; and that you 
take an early opportunity to impress upon 
the French ministers, the necessity of some 
understanding being established between his 
Majesty's government and that of France, on 
the subject of the commercial intercourse 
between the two countries. As itis probable 
that you may be uncertain, as to the course 
that you should pursue in supporting claims, 
which subjects of his Majesty may bring for- 
ward for the restitution of property which 
they possessed in France previously to the 
war; I have to signify to you the King’s 
pleasure, that you acquaint the French mi- 
nisters, that his Majesty has, in conformity 
to the 14th article of the definitive treaty of 
peace, taken off the sequestrations upon the 
property of French citizens in his dominions; 
and that therefore his Majesty’s government 
doubt not that the French government will 
be equally ready to render the same justice to 
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I have the honour to) 
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such of his Majesty’s subjects as have 
perty in France. Iam, &c. 

Hawkespury. 
Anthony Merry, Fsq. &c. 

No. 8.—-Copy of a note from Mr. Merry to 
M. Talleyrand, dated Paris, May 24, 309, 
—In Mr. Merry’s N . 18,—Note—Le sou- 
signé ministre plenipotentiaire de sa Majesté 
Britannique a recu les ordres du roi de com. 
muniquer au citoyen Talleyrand, ministre des 
relations extérieures de la Republique Fran- 
goise que conformement a l’article 14 du traité 
definitif de paix, sa Majesté a fait lever |cs 
_Sequestres qui avoient été mis pendant fa 
guerre sur les propriétés de tote espcce ap- 
| partenantes aux citoyens Francois dans ses 
tats. Sa Majesté ne doute donc pas que le 
| gouvernement de la République Francvise 
+ ne soit également prompt a rendre la méme 
Justice aux sujets de sa Majesté qui ont des 
propriétés en France. II est necessaire que 
le sousigné ait Phonneur d’observer dans cette 
occasion au citoyen ministre que plusieurs 
sujets du roi ont été mis sur la liste des 
| emigrés Francois, si cette circonstance peut 
| servir d’obsiacle a ce que ces individus ren- 
/trent de suite dans leurs propriétés, le sou- 
signé ose se flatter que le gouvernement Fran- 
cois ému des principes de justice qui le gou- 
vernent, pourra juger apropos d’adopter unc 
mesure générale qui leveroit sur le champ 
cette difficulté. Le sousigné a ’honneur, &c. 

AnTuony Merry. 
Au Citoyen Talleyrand. 

No. 9.——Copy of a note from Mr, Merry to 
M. Talleyrand, dated Paris, June 15, 1802.— 
Citoyen Ministre, Mon se agape Mons. 
Jackson, a eu l'honneur de vous adresser une 
representation au mois de Janvier dernier, pat 
ordre du gouvernement Britannique, au sv¢t 
de la detention au port de Cherbourg du Be- 
timent Anglois nommé “ Fame packet,” C+ 

itaine de Gruchy ; et moi, citoyen ministre, 
yai eu aussi ’honnear de vous rappeller de 
bouche cet objet, vous informant en meme 
tems que le tribunal de cassation alloit pre 
noncer la dessus, attendu que le gouvern 
ment Francois n’ayant pas interpos€ son 20" 
rité pour relacher le batiment, le cap!" 
s'est vu dans la necessité de pourvoir 4 sa °° 
fense par la yoie ordinaire de la justi’ 
L’appercu, citoyen ministre, que )! ee 
neur de vous transmettre ci joint et qv° - 
remis le Capitaine de Gruchy lui — so 
se trouve depuis quelques jours 4 ie dA 

se les circonstances principales de ceil * 
ire dans son etat actuel. Il en resulte ¢ 
le batiment en question, forcé par le a de 
tems de chercher un abris dans la ra a 
Cherbourg, y 


pro- 











auto- 


‘a été detenu et ensuite 
fisqué par une premicre sentence, pat 
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d'une loi, passCe en tems de guerre et au 
moment de sa plus grande rigueur, qui déclare 
confiscable tout navire au dessous de cent 
tonneaux qui s‘approcheroit des cdtes de 
France & la distance de quatre lieues avec des 
marchandises prohibées a son bord. Prohi- 
bition dans laquelle etoient et sont encore 
comprises toutes les marchandises Anglaises. 
Quill me soit permis d’observer dans ce lieu 
que, vii la proximité des cotes d’Angleterre a 
celle de la France, et la necessité ou les bati- 


mens Anglois doivent se trouver continuelle- | 


ment d’approcher de celles-ci, Ia loi susdite, 
si elle doit subsister et étre execut’, aura im- 
manquablement l’effet de produire des con- 
testations journalieres entre les deux gou- 
vernemens. Pour ce qui est du cas dont il 


s'agit maintenant, j'aiappris CHoyen ministre y 


par les procédures qui ont ev lieu quil ap- 
partient 4 la douane de décider si la relache 
d'un batiment sur les cétes de France a été 
forcée ou non, et qu'elle a a son profit la 
moitié des saisies qui se feroient d’ou il resulte 
que la douane dans des cas pareils est en 
méme tems juge et partie. Tout parait 
pom que la relache du Fame packet dans 
a rade de Cherbourg a été forcée: mais 
daprcs les circonstances de la loi, et de la 
maniere de son execution, que je viens d’avoir 
l'honneur de vous exposer, il ne peut resier 
aux proprietaires du batiment et de la cargai- 
son aucune esperance de les sauver dans le 
dernier appel qu’ils viennent de faire au tri- 
bunal de cassation, qui va prononcer inces- 
samment sa sentence, a moins que le gou- 
vernement Francois ne juge apropos d'inter- 
poser son autorité et d'appeller a lui méme 
la connoissance de cette affaire. Les senti- 
mens de justice qui guident le Premier Con- 
Sul, ainsi que les ministres de la Republique 
Frangoise, doivent m’inspirer une pleine con- 
hance d'obtenir de leur part I'attention que 


‘agesse et leur bienveillance leur dicteront 
Jusqu’ou il pourra convenir de r -voquer, ou 
de modifier, en tems de paix, une loi ema- 
nee d'un etat de guerre, et qui doit neces- 
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Fattention du gouvernement sur l'objet de 
votre demande. J’aurai ’honneur de vous in- 
former de ia décision qui aura été prise a ce 
sujet aussitét quelle me sera connue. Ke- 

cevez, Monsicur, l’assurance de ma parfaite 

consideration. CHu.Mav. TALLeyRranp. 
a Monsieur Merry, &c. 

No. 11.--’4. daliyrand to Mr. Merry, 
| dated Paris, le 12 Messidor, An div.—Mon- 
'sicur, J’ai l'honneur de vous i:.former que je 
| viens de réiterer au ministre des finances I'in- 
vitation que je lui avois deja faite en Plu- 
| viose dernier, d'aprés la recommendation de 
| Mons. Jacksgn, de se faire rendre compte de 
_la confiscation du batiment Anglois fame 
| pack t, dans la rade de Cherbourg, et de 
| prendre les ordres du Premier Consul rela- 
tivement a l’application existante de la loi du 
4 Germinal, an deux. Je Il’ai pri¢ de me 
faire connditre la decision prise-aussit6t qu’ 
elle m’aura (t@ envoyée, je m’empresserai dc 
vous en faire part. Agréez, Monsicur, I’'as 











surance de ma haute consideration. 
Cu. Mau. TALLEYRAND, 

aM. Merry, &c. 

No. 12.—Copy of a note from M. Talley- 
rand to Mr. Merry, dated Paris, 12 T her- 
midor, dn 10.—In Mr. Merry’s No. 49.— 
Monsieur, J’ai Thonneur de vous prévenir 
que le ministre des tinances, en réponse a la 
lettre par laquelle je lui ai donné communi- 
cation de votre derniere note concernant 
l’affaire du Fame packet, Capitaine Gruchy, 
vient de me mandeér qu'il a fait son rapport 
au. Premier Consul sur la sasie de ce batiment 
dont il parait recounu que le cargaison était 
composée de marchandises pro) ibées, et que 
d’apres son ctat actuel le Premier Consul a 
decidé qu'il taliait laisser le cours a la jistice. 
Recevez, Monsieur, l’assurance de ma haute 
consideration. CH. Mau. TaALLevRano. 

a Monsieur Merry, &c. 

No. 13.—<Appergu fidele de 1 Affaire du 
Capitaine de Gauchy de Jersey contre la fi gie 
des Doudnes de Chervourg.—Le 19 de De- 
cembre dernier le Capitaine de Geuchy com- 
mandant le baliment Fame packet, met a la 





“lrement causer des inconveniences les plus 
grands au commerce Anglois. J’ai I’hon- 
eur, &c, A. MERRY. 
du Citoyen Talleyrand, &c. 

0 10.—-Copy of a note from M. Talley- 
rand to Mr. Merry, dated Paris, le 29 Prai- 
real, An diz.—In Mr. Merry’s No. 34.— 
e onsiour, J'ai regu la note que vous m’avez 
~ hoanens de m’addresser le erie 

rnant la levée des séquestres appos¢s sur 
or ss riétés des sujets de sa Majesté Brit™ 
; ‘pplication qui a été faite a plusicurs d’en- 
re eux-de la legislation sur I'emigration. Je 
ME Suis impressé d’ 





en donner communication 


voile du port de Southampton en Angleterre, 
pour se rendre a Jersey avec un chargement 
consistant en farine, orge grille pout jes trou- 
pes de ia garnison, et en diverses autres mar- 
chandises pour les habitans de I Isle. 
avoit pris a son bord 25 pessagers, qui etoi- 
ent des femmes des enfans, des negocians, et 
des officiers venant joindre leur regiment en- 
tre autres un lieutenant de la marine royale, 
En quittant le port de Southampton, il est 
obligé de donnez un acquit a caution comme 
sa gargaison doit étre dechiargée dans un port, 
Angiots. Dans les premieres momenis sa 
navigation est h2ureuse, mais le 20 Decem- 
bre le vent passe tout a coup au 8. S, W. 





aU ministre des er 
Vor. Tit finances en Vinvitant 4 appeler 
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ante et des le soir méme 11 est battu pa la 
plus violante tempéte. Craignant alors de- 
passer encore une nuit sur la mer, il se de- 
cide a4 entrer dans le port le plus voisin. 
Comme il se trove dans une situation a gag- 
ner le port de -Cherbourg il fait route pour 
cet eidroit pensant que les préliminaries entre 
l’ Angleterre et la France lui permettotent d’y 
enircr en toute surete, d’autant plus que plu- 
sieurs de ses passagers étoient fort malades il | 
ne pouvoit icur donner aucun secours, 
arrive sur la rade Cherbourg le svir du 20 


~ 


™~ 


EOS Pee re, 


et de la calamite. 


navires. 
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grand frais, il sonffle avec une force effray- 
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Decembre, etant 4 |’Ancre, le capitaine va a | 


terre pour faire son rapport a la douane; 
i) n’y est pas admis, sous pretexte qu'il na 
pas un courtier, it en trouve-un et se 
rend de nouveau a la douiine, on re- 
fuse sa declaraion parce que dit-on la loi 
du 4 Germinal an 2 defend 4 tous navies du 


dessous de cent tonneaux d’approcher des 


cotes de France a la distance de quatre liciies 
avec des marchandises d’Angloises. 


Le capi- 
taine est donc cité par la regie de Cherbourg 
devant le tribunal de valogne, et les juges 


pronongant contre lui souivant toute la rigu- 


eur dune loi portée dans des tems de guerre 
Le capitaine appelle: de 
ce jugement au tribunal de. coutances qui le 
condamne encore, mais informe la disposi- 
tion du tribunal de premiére instance qui I’ 
avoit condamné a six mois d'imprisonnement, 
Vatfaire est actuellement devant le tribunal de 
cassation et va étre jugée sans delai. 
cilée entraine les plus funestes consequences 
pour les navires qui font le commerce d’An- 


gleterre, aux Isles de Jersey puisque tous ces | 


navires sont au dessous de cent tonneaux, et 
qu'il leur est impossible de ne pas passer dans 
le rayon de quatre lieues, le rat d’Auvigny, se 
trouvant dans ce rayon, cequi expose a des 
grands inconveniens la garnison et les habi- 
tans des Isles, qui sont approvisionnés par ces 
La douane de Cherbourg est (elle- 
ment convaincue elle méme que le navire 
étoit destiné pour Jersey qu'elle vient de ren- 
voyer a notre Gouverneur Monsieur le Géné- 
ral Gordon, un Paquet a son addresse qui se 
trouvoit dans ce navire. ; 

31 Juillet 1802. 

No. 14.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. Merry 


to M. Talleyrand, dated Paris, 20th September 


1802.—/n Mr. Merry’s separate of 20th Sep- 
tember 1802.—Citoyen Ministre, C’est avec 
peine que je me trouve de nouveau dans le 
cas d’avoir a réclamer contre les effets de la 
loi de la Republique Frangaise qui déclare 
confiscable tout batiment qui entre dans un 
rt de France avec des marchandises prohi- 
ées—(prohibition qui s'étend encore A toytés 
celles qui sont de manufacture Anglaisé)— 
qvoiqu’ elles soient destinées pour un autre 





? 
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port. Te brig Anglais nommé Jennies, capi- 
taine Guillaume Muckle, fut fretté en Angle. 
terre pour porter du charbon de terre au port 
de Charente en’ France, ainsi qu'une petite 
quantité de marchandises Anglaises au port de 
Cadiz en Espagne d’od il devait rapporter un 


chargement de vin. *. Arrivée a.Rochefort le 


Capitaine fit sa déclaration ala douane de 
tout ce quil avait 4 son bord, tout pour le port 
de Charente que pour celui de Cadiz, et ila 
offert de déposer dans la douane, jusqu’a son 
depart, les marchandises qui éttient destinées 
pour I’Fspagne, en cas que cette précaution 
fut jugé necessaire. Mais malgré ce procédé 
franc et candide de sa part, qui prouve evi- 
demment qu'il n’avait aucun dessein de faire 
la contrabande, et que les efféts prohibés 
étaient réellement destinés pour un pays. 
étranger, les officiers de la dowane ce sont re- 
fusés & adimittre sa déclaration et ont saisi le 
bittment en virtu de la loi susmentionnée.— 
Les armateurs et les proprietaires du charge- 
ment: sen étant plaint au gouvernement An- 
glais, je viens, citoyen ministre de recevoir 
les ordres de ma cour, de vous réprésenter 
cette affaire, ainsi que d’avoir Phonncur de 
solicitor auprés de vous le prompt elargisse- 
ment du batiment et de la cargaison, auquel 
Pon espére que les sentimens de justice et d’ 
equité qui guident le gourvenement Fran¢ais 
pourront la décider a se préter vi que! 
innocence du capitaine est prouvée par h 





La loi | 


'circonstance de offre qu'il a fait de deposer 
les marchandises prohibées, a la douane jus 
qu’au moment de son depart. Au reste Je 
prendrai la liberté, citoyen ministre, de vous 
rappeller dans cette occasion les observations 
que j’ai déja eu I’honneur de vows expost 
dans une autre sur les efféts prejudicie 
bles qui doivent nécessairement resulter at 
commerce A nglais, ainsi qua la communi’ 
tion amicale entre les deux pais, de la coni* 
miation en tems de paix d’une loi qui a am 
née d'un etat de guerre, et encore vate 
moment de sa plas grande fureur. iat 
honneur, citoyen ministre, de vous renouve’ 
ler les assurences de ma haute consideration. 
A. Merry 

Au Citoyen Talleyrand, Se. Xe- Mon 

No. 15.—=Copy of a tetter from Mr. , ri 
to M. Talleyrand, dated Paris, 1 4h vi 
1802.—/n Mr. Merry's No. 80.-—Ci0s"® 
Ministre, Le batiment Anglais nemm oi 4 
cy, Capitaine Allen Richardson, est P* 


275 








orts de Angleterre pour Rott ve 
land, avec une Cargaison com avaien! 
férentes marchandises étrangers ge 
été prises sur des batimens ennems P 
la et eae oe segs de ies 
caution que les acheteurs ont * suf 
esuedae Ce batiment se tfouvant -* 
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; est survenu des avaries, et entre autres 

celle de la perte de son beaupré, ce qui lui a 
obligé de se refugier au port de Flessingue. 

‘ Il y est entré vers le milieu du mois Juillet de 
> cette année, quand un détachement des 
© troupes Frangaises, commandé par des offi 
ciers, s'est rendu abord et s’est emparé du 

)  vaisseau et de la cargaison, sans que le capt- 
© taine ait’ pu savoir la cause de cette saisie. 
Le vaisseau y est detenu encore. 


eff(t telles que le capitaine et les proprietaires 
les ont réprésentées au gouvernement britan- 
nique, semblent lui donner une qualité hos- 
tile de la part des officiers Frangais qui pa- 
raissent avoir voulu faire prise du batiment 
au lieu de lui accorder Vasile, Phospitalité et 
le scours, auxquels il pouvait s’atteidre dans 
le port d'une pulssancg. maintenant en paix 
avec |’Angleterre, Dans le cas actuel il ne | 
s'agit pas de marchandises Anglaises (si le | 
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| ment d’Aout de cette année pour prendre un 
'chargement d'eau de vie, destiné pour 
| Londres, n’ayant abord autre chose que son 
|Vest, et les provisions necessaires pour le 
voyages. Les douannicrs n’ont done pas pu 
trouver autre chose de quoi se saisir que des 
ustensiles de la chambre du capitaine (qu'il ne 
croyoit pas devoir declarer) tels que des 
assieties de faience, quelques verres et 
quelques couteaux et Fourchettes d’auir, dont 
la quantit¢ de chaque espece pour ne pas, en 
| faire le détail, peut tres facilement se me- 
surer par le prix de 4 livres sterlings, ou 9¢ 
livres de France, que le tout ensemble avoit 
couté au capitaine, y compris deux lampes 
qui éclairoient sa chambre. Voila, citoyen 
ministre, ce qui a suffi, pour ce sujet du Roi 
ait subi toutes les rigueurs de la loi du 10 
irumaire, an cing de la Republique, qui 
porte confiscation du batiment ainsi que 
d’autres peines. Et voici un cas ou I’ Angle- 


a 





capitaine aurait tenté de les introduire par 
contrebande—ce donc il n’a pas méme ¢té | 
accus¢)—puisque toutes celles qui si trouvent | 
abord du Nancy sont d’autres pais, qui n’au- | 
raient pas pu ctre importées en Angleterre | 
que comme prises sur lennemi, et quoi- | 
quélies eussent ¢té du cru, ou des manufac- | 
tures d’Angleterre Parrivce forcée du_bati- 
ment semblerait les exempter de l’application 
de cette loi de la Republique Francaise qui 
condame encore toute production du sol, ou 
cc l'industrie de la Grande Bretagne. C'est 
dapres les ordres de ma cour, citoyen ministre, 
que yai Vhonneur de vous representer cette af- 
faire, et de réclamer auprés de vous non seule- 
ment le prompt clargissement du susdit bati- | 
| went, avec sa cargaison, mais qu'il soit fait | 
| Jusuce aux proprictaires pour les pertes qu'ils | 
ont essuyces par la detention de leurs effets. | 
Le gouvernement Angela ne doute aucune- | 
nent que les sentiments d’equité qui guident | 
celui de la’ république ne le disposent a ac- 
“cuiller favorablement ces démandes, pourvu 
qu 'ln’y ait aucun crime constaté contre le 
“spitame. Je’ saisis avec empressement, Ci- 
loyen ministre, cette occasion pour avoir 
de mache vous renouveller les assurances 
Pere ©, Consideration. A. Mexry. | 
Stloyou Tulleyrand, Se. 
s 1 l toe of a Note from Mr. Merry 
1803.—Jn ane” dated Paris, 22d Octeber, 
Ortakn te fe Merry’s separate dispatch, 
“fo"er 25th, 1802.—Citoyen Ministre, I] 
vient de se_ presente ; 
bati presenter un nouveau cas ou un 
fra ont Anglois a sente d’une maniere bien 
1, PPante les effets de la loi de la Républi 
Francoise. qua ¢ la loi de la République 
duquel Yon * ——_ tout navire abord 
fut ‘de fab veroit la moindre chose qui 






















commanded  engloise. Le brig George, 
mré: dan cal bad Jean Newham, est 
port de Charente au commence- 


terre auroit pris tout un changement des pro- 
ductions de la France, tandis que cette puis- 
sance ne permet pasa un capitain Anglois qui 
vient chercher ces productions de se servir 
abord de son vaisseau des ustensiles de son 
propre pays. Falloit-il donc, que pour pou- 
voir entrer dans un port de France il fit ve- 
nir d’avance de ce pays des assiettes, des 
verres, des couteaux et des fourchettes? ou 
si cela seroit impossible voudroit on l’obliger 
a manger sur les planches de son vaisseau et 
avec ses doigts? Ceci paroit incroyable. .IL-. 
est pourtant verifié par-le fait. Puisque, ci- 
toyen ministre, les representations .que j’al 


“ 


| deja ’honneur de vous adresser sur des cas a 


peu’ pres semblables n’ont produit aucun 
effet, je ne pourrois pas m/attendfe a une 
meilleure reussite dans une demande que je 
ferois dans le cas actuel: mais vous sentirez, 
citoyen ministre, combien il est de mon 
devoir de vous le faire connoitre. J’ai 'hon- 
neur, &c. A. Merry. 
Ciioyen Talleyrand, Xe. 

No. 17:—Copy of a dispatch from Mr. 
Merry to Lord Hawkestury, dated Paris, 
October 25th, 1802.—Separate.—My Lord, 
Jobn Newham, the Master of the British 
brig George, delivered to- me a report last 
weck of that vessel, which had been ireight- 
ed to come to Charante in, ballast, to convey 
from thence a cargo,of brandy from Eng- 
land, having been seized at that port by the 
French custom-house officers, be¢ause the 
different atticles which they found in. the 
master’s cabin for use of his table, such as 
plates, knives, forks, and glasses, (the cost of 
which, when new, he declared to have beea 
al 41.) were of British m inufactur 
and because he had not made a declarationet 
them at the @ustom-house. He acquainted | 
me moreovér that his vessel had been com 
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demned, in consequence of that seizure, by 
two sentenc’s of the French tribunals in the 


depariment where Charente is situated. I | 


thought it my duty, my lord, to lose no 

time in stating so violent ‘a proceeding to the 

French minister; and I delivered to him ac- 

cordingly, the day before yesterday, the re- 

presentation, of which the inclosed 1s a copy, 
taking that opportunity to remind M. Talley- 

rand of the former remonstrances which I 

had delivered to him on subjects of a similar 

nature, and renewing verbally on this occa- 
sion, the observations which I had then had 
the honour of expressing to him in writing, 
upon the continued rigorous execution, in 
time of peace, of the French law which had 
taken place at a moment of the greatest heat 
of the late war. The minister confined his 
ansWer to me, to an assurance that he would 
cause an enquiry to be made immediately in- 
to the case, which I had now laid before 

him. I have the honour to be, &c. 

Antu. MERRY. 

The Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 

No. i8.—Copy of a dispaich from Lord 
Whitworth to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Paris, 
10in May, 1303.—Separate.—My Lord, With 
regard to the numerous memorials and re- 
presentations, which I have had to make to this 
government, in behalf of those of his Ma- 
jesty’s subjects, who have, suffered by the de- 
tention and confiscation of their vessels and 
property in the ports of France, I have only 
to observe, “that thev have, with the excep- 
tion of one or two instances, remained un- 
answered: | trust therefore no blame can 
attach to me, if my endeavours to carry into 
effect your lordship’s instructions on_ this 
head have not been more effectual. I have 
the honour to be, &c. WHITWORTH. 

Right Hon. Lord Hazwkesbury, Sc. 

No. 19.—Copy of an Justruction from Lord 
Hobart to Lieut. General F. Dundas, Lieut. 
Governor and Cummander of his Majesty's 
troops «at the Cape of Good Hope, dated the 
Vth October, 1302; dated Downing-sireet, 
Oct. 17, 1302. 

Sir, Circumstances having recently oc- 
curred, which render it adviseable to delay 
the re:citution of the Cape of Good Hope to 
the Hatavian government, I am to signify to 
you his Majesty's commands, that ‘you 
shouid retin possession thereof until further 
orders. it is, however, exiremely desire- 
able, that, in the execution of this instruc- 
tion, every circumstance should be avoided 
which may be calculated to excite jealousy in 
the Batavian government, or to create an 
apprehension of its arising from an hostile 
motive.—N.B. The above instruction received 
at the Cape on the 31st December, 1802; and 


acknmvledxed in General Dundas’s dispatch 
; | 
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dispatch of the 3d January, received in Down. 
ing-street on the 18th March, 

No. 20.—Copy of Instructions from the 
Right Hon. Lord Hobart, one of his Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries of State, &c. to Lieut. 
Gen. Francis Dundas, Lieut. Governor and 
Commander of his Majesty's Forces at the Cape 
of Good Hope ; dated Downing-street, the 16th 
November, 1802.—Sir, I have the honour to 
acquaint you, that, notwithstanding the in- 
structions which, by the King’s commands, [ 
communicated to’ you on the 17th ult. it js 
his Majesty’s, pleasure, in the event of the 
Kast India ships originally destined for the 
coveyance of the troops, being at the Cape 
when you receive this dispatch, that you do 
give directions for their immediate embarka- 


tion, with orders for their departure for In-: 


dia without delay. Under an impression, 
however, of the probability of those ships 
having sailed without the troops, I am to ac- 
quaint you, that other ships have been sub- 
stituted for that service; but that I am ap- 
prehensive it will be at least one month be- 
fore they can leave this country. I am also 
to signify to you his Majesty’s pleasure, that 
you do proceed forthwith to the execution of 
your former instructions for the complete 
evacuation of the Cape. The utmost cordi- 
ality subsisting between his Majesty's govern- 
ment and that of the Batavian Republic, you 
will observe the most conciliatory conduct 
in all your proceedings with the officers be- 
longing to that republic. I have the honour 
to be, &c. Hosakt. 
To Lieut. General Dundas, §c. 

No. 21.—Copy of a Letter from Mr. R. 
King to Lord Hawkesbury, dated London, May 
15th, 1803.—My Lord, In the present cr 
tical posture of affairs, I lose no ate 
communicating to your lordship, for is : ? 
jesiy’s information, that a treaty was — 
at Paris on the 30th day of April past, by 6 
plenipotentiaries of America and France ; bt 
which the complete sovereignty of = 7 ‘ 
and territory of New Orleans, as wel osm 
Louisiana, as the same was er 
sessed by Spain, has been acquired “A a 
United States of America. In soeatee Je 
this treaty, care has been taken so to ‘ht of 
the same, as not to infringe cw ty se 
Great Britain in the navigation © “es - 
Mississippi. I flatter myself that veenee 
munication will be received with age : 
and reearded as a new proof of the an 
tion of the United States to ~. 4 na 
his Majesty a spirit of amity anid more 
fidence, important at all woe t es, to 
especially so in present circums f the (2 
harmony and mutual prosperity caeuht (0 
countries. I avail myself of this oe of oo 
renew to your lordship the assuran 
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tinguished consideration, with which I have 
the honour to be, &c. RuFvus KING. 
Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 

No. 22.—Copy of a Lecter from Lord 
Hawkesbury to Mr, King, dated Downing- 
street, May 19h, 1803.—Sir, Having laid 
before the King your let er of the 15th of 
this month, in which you inform me, that a 
treaty was signed at Paris on the 3th of last 
month, by the plenipotentiaries of America 
and France, by which the complete sove- 
reignty of the town and territory of New 
Orleans, as well as of all Louisiana, has been 
acquired by the United States; 1 have re- 
ceived his Majesty’s commands to express to 
you the pleasure with which his Majesty has 
received this intelligence, and to add, that 
his Majesty regards the care which has been 
taken so to frame this treaty as not to infringe 
any right of Great Britain in the navigation of 
the Mississippi, as the most satisfactory evi- 
dence of a disposition on the part of the go- 
vernment of the United States, corrspondent 
to that which his Majesty entertains, to pro- 
mote and improve that harmony and good 
understanding which so happily subsist be- 
tween the two countries, and which are so 
conducive to their mutual benefit. I have it 
also in command to assure you, Sir, that the 
sentiments which you have expressed in 
making this communication, are considered 
by his Majesty’s government as an additional 
proof of that cordiality and confidence which 
you have uniformly manifested in the whole 
course of your public mission, and which 
have so justly entitled you to the esteem and 
regard of his Majesty’s goverrment. I de- 
sire you to accept the assurances of the dis- 
tinguished consideration with which I have 
the honour to be, &c. HawkKEsBuRY. 

Rufus King, Esy. &c. 

Presented May 20, 1803.—(Referred to in 
Mr. Foresti’s letter to Lord Huwkeshury of 
Jan. 2, 1803.)—A French frigate command- 
ed by an officer of that nation, whose name 
Snot known, arrived this day in our Roads. 
= board this vessel was embarked Citizen 
Pies per. ‘calling himself envoy 
an oe irst Consul to these parts. On the 

ernoon he attempted to land with the 
officers, but as they har arrived from E ypt 
four guards of health were placed over fa 
¢ demanded a tonfereric aa 
ment, ‘senesl rence with the govern- 
ea cine + delegate regent, that he } 
paite; Serae oned by the First Consul Bona- 
sles So sie to all orders of per 
aaterter Islands, the attachment and 
ing all. the irst Consul, lis desire of see- 
whom he would pot renter eg 
veneration ‘fee endeavour to irspire with 
te the laws, ct for the ex-'! 
sovernment, and i to its 
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commands. In this designing manner he 
extorted a consent from the delegate, that a 
few merchants and noblemen should be in- 
vited to the-palace ; which being done, it ap- 
pearing that Mr. Antonio Martinengo was 
absent, lie was sent for by Vice Commissary 
Renaud from the house of his friend Strapodi, 
and, immediately on his arrival at the palace, 
was presented to the French envoy Sebasti- 
ani, and recommended as opulent; possessing 
influence, a good man, and the friend of the 
people. Sebastiani made him a short com- 
pliment, and then began his discourse by 
saying, “ That the First Consul had begun to 
give a political existence to these islands ; that 
the vicissitudes of war and the distance of re- 
inforcements were preparing for then another 
destiny ; that he feels the warmest interest for 
their inhabitants, who would be rendcred happy, 
if they would adopt such a@ system as would be 
most analagous to that of France ; that inter- 
nal dissentions, and false principles, had for 
a moment taken from them tue liberty of giv- 
ing their own opinion about their constitu- 
tion ; but that, by a different conduct, they 
might in future possess that liberty ; that the 
nobility might aspire to the offices of govern- 
ment on the ground of property, since it pro- 
cured them a superior education, but that 
they ought not to pretend to establish, on a 
plea of birth, those privileges which should 
result from education, virtue, and — 
that the people ought not to exclude the no- 
bility merely because they were born in that 
sphere; that a spirit of general concord ought 
to recal tranquillity among the three classes 
of the nobles, the plebeans, and the mer- 
cantile class, which is the best; that they 
ought to avail themselves of the favourable 
situation of the: country which gives the 
means of procuring, by commerce, wealth, 
and future opulence; that so seductive an ob- 
ject, exposed to the view of continental 
Greece, might ‘rouse up that ancient ardour 
and national enthusiasm for liberty, by which 
the Republic of the Seven Islands will be- 
come a power superior even to its own cx- 
pectations ; that states have the ‘same stages 
as the life of man, and therefore that it is 
not wonderful if, during their infancy, the 
errors of childhood should prevail in them ; 
that if they are averse to the care of the 
French nation to maintain the happiness of 
those islands even by her own forces, (not 
subject to the outrages of fortune), the First 
Consul, in concert witii the Lmperor of Rus- 
sia, will know how to establish by force an 
appropriate constitution for the Seven Isiands ; 
that lastly, he recommends to them to make 
known to the le these friendly sentiments 
of Honaparte, directly communicated to 
them by him his immediate organ.” He said 
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something respecting the Emperor of Russia, 
put very coolly, and added also, “ That un- 
til the change of the present government, it 
will be necessary to obey the laws, however 
defective they may be, to respect its mini- 


sters, and obey their orders.” When this | 


specch was ended, Peta, the ex-superin- 
dendant of the Ceraides, cried out, * Long 
live the First Consul Bonaparte.” The Russian 
commandast, who was present, remained si- 
icnt at these proceedings, and feeling himself 
thus betrayed, he testified his disapprobation 
wy his silenee. The French envoy, as he 
ieft the palace in crossing the square, was 
huzza'd and applauded by the most ill-dis- 
posed ef the people, Jed away by the bad 
example of all the former and present officers 
of the republic. He went into Mr. Renaud’s 
house, and then returned on board his own 
ship. He enquired for an express for Ce- 
halonia, where he wished tosend advices of 
his intended destination. The delegate 
could not deny him permission ta land, be- 
cause he would have assumed the right of 
doing so of his own authority, and he thought, 
if in this case he had had recourse to the Rus- 
sian force, he might have disturbed the peace 
which exists between the Emperor of Kussia 
and the French Republic. He wished to 
have opposed such a studicd harangue, but 
had he done so, the French envoy would 
have thought himself authorized to have gone 
out and have made it in the middle of the 
public square, and on a holiday, wher the 
people were intoxicated with wine, and the 
remains of a spirit of democracy now re- 
viving, by which a disastrous scene might 
have followed. These are the reasons which 
induced the delegate to chuse the lesser evil, 
more particularly so because he had not any 
instructions for his guidance in such unex- 
pected occurrences. The Russian com- 
mandant regards this affair as an outrage 
ayainst his sovereiyn, and he would have 
been sorry to have witnessed such a scene, 
had he not been obliged to do so. ° 

Presented May 20, 1803.—Znstructions to 
Lord Whitworth, dated Downing-street, Nov. 
14, 1802.—My Lord, I take the first op- 
poreuniey of communicating to your excel- 
ency, for the regulation of your conduct, the 
instructions which his Majesty is pleased to give 
you on such points as may become subjects of 
discussion between his Majesty and the French 
es and to desire that you will en- 
eavour to conform yourself ta them .in all 
ur conversations with the French ministers. 
ou will lose no proper opportunity of’ ex- 
pressing his Majesty’s earnest solicitude for | 
the preservation of the peace which subsists 
_ between the two countries ; his disposition | 
to-do every, thing in his power for that pur- 
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| pose which is consistent with the honour of 
| his crown and the interests of his dominions - 

. . ‘ 
|and his regret at any circumstances which 


| may have arisen to interrupt that harmony 


'and good understanding which are so impor. 
tant to the welfare and happiness of both 
countries. You will, however, state most 
distinctly his Majesty’s determination never 
to forego his right of interfering in the affairs 
of the continent, on every occasion in 
which the interests of his own dominions, 
or those of Europe in general, may appear 
| to him to require it. This right his Majesty 
possesses in common with every other inde 
pendent power; it rests upon general prin- 
ciples, and does not require the confirmation 
of any particular treaty. It is nevertheless 
important that you should observe, that the 
circumstances which led to the conclusion of 
the last peace, and the principles upon which 
the negotiation was conducted, would give 
his Majesty a special right to interpose in any 
case which might lead to the extension of the 
power or influence of France. In the com- 
munications which took place ‘between the 
two governments previous to the signature oF 
the preliminary articles, his Majesty proposed, 
as the basis of negotiation, that if the French 
government would not relinquish the conti. 
nental acquisitions which they had obtained 
from other powers in the course of the war, 
his Majesty would claim the right of keeping 
apart of his conquests, as a compensation for 
the impertant acquisitions of territory made 
by France upon the continent. This prn- 
ciple was formally recognized by the French 
government in an official note in the follow- 
ing words: * Cependent on reconnoit que 
“ les grands evénemens survenus cn Europe, 
“ et les changemens 'arrivés dans les limites 
“‘ des grands etats du continent, peuvent 
 autoriser une partie des demandes du a, 
“ verneinent Britannique.” The terms ° 

the treaty of peace were negotiated in con- 
formity to this basis; and it appears, oar 
fore, clear, that the then exisuing state o 
possession and engagements as respect the 
continent, were the foundation of the oe 
itself, and that his Majesty has therefore c 
undoubted right to interpose in a. 

of the treaty in every case 10 which the oe 
of possession may appear to him to gies 

dergone any material alteration, OF S  aias 

the engagements which were then hi \fa- 

had been violated to the prejudice of his Vou 

jesty, or-of the other powers of Europe - 

will proceed to observe, that the eat “a 

of Piedmont to France, since the na — 

of the definitive treaty, makes 4 a“ nd and 


terial difference in the state-of the . 
permanent | ions of France: that ! 
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of France, a circumstance which was con- 
cealed at the time of negotiating the peace, 
and which is become of the greatest impor- 
tance from its furnishing an additional in- 
stance of that system of secret cession which 
is totally inconsistent with any system of se- 
curity for Europe, makes a most essential 
difference likewise in the relative situation of 
the two countries: that at the time of con- 
cluding the peace, the French government 
were bound by the most sacred engagements 
to respect the independence of the Helvetic 
and Batavian Republics, and to allow the 
people of those countries to choose whatever 
form of government they might think pro- 
per: that the violation of this right in the 
Swiss people, and the invasion of their terri- 
tory, notwithstanding the representation which 
was made in their favour by his Majesty, 





makes a most material alteration in the state 
of engagements contracted since the conclu- 
sion of the definitive treaty, and adds most 
considerably to the influence and power of | 
France, to the prejudice of a state which was | 
then acknowledged as independent: that | 
the conduct of the French government to the | 
Batavian Republic was no less objectionable : 
that the independence of this republic was 
acknowledged, both by the treaty of Luneville | 
and by the treaty of the Hague of the year 1795: 
that by the treaty of the Hague, the French 
government were permitted to keep a garrison 
in that country only till the time of general 
peace: that by a convention signed in Au- 
gust, 1801, the French troops were to re- 
main there till the conclusion of the definitive 
‘reaty of peace between Great Britain and 
France : that the French troopshave not, to this 


| 
| 
} 
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PAPERS RESPECTING THE RESTITUTION 
OF CERTAIN CONQUEKED PLACES, OR- 
DERED 10 BE PRINTED, MAY 2%, 1503. 


Copy of his Majesty's Order for the restitu- 
lion, to the French and Batavian Kepublics, of 
the following islands or settlements :—Cape af 
Good Hope, Martinique, ‘Tobago, St. Lucie, 
Deseada and the Saints, Pierre and Miquelon, 


‘Curacao, Surinam, Demerara, Berbice and 


Essequibo, St. kustatius, St. Martin’s, Goree, 
conquests in Last Jndics. 

GEORGE R.—Trusty and well beloved, 
we greet you well: whereas a definitive treaty 
of peace has been signed at Amiens on the 
27th day of March last, by our minister ple- 
nipotentiary, and those of the French Re- 
public, his Catholic Majesty, and the Bata- 
vian Republic: and whereas it is stipulated 
by the third article of the said treaty, that 
we shall restore to the French Republic and 
her allies, namely, his Catholic Majesty and 
the Batavian Republic, all the possessions 
and colonies which belonged to them respec- 
tively, and which had been occupied or con- 
quered by our forces in the course of the 


| war, with the exception of the island of Tyri- 


nidad and the Dutch possessions in the island 
of Ceylon: and it being further stipulated, 
in the twelfth article ot the said definitive 
treaty, that the evacuations, cessions, and 
restitutions stipulated for by the present trea- 
ty, except where otherwise expressly pro- 
vided for, shall take place in the continent 
and seas of Africa, within three months after 
the ratification of the present definitive treaty, 
which ratifications were exchanged on the 
23d day of April last: and it being stipulated 


period, evacuated the country ; and that the | by the 13th article of the said definitive trea- 
First Consul is represented lately to have de- | ty, that in all the cases of restitution agreed 
clared, that in the event of any differences | upon by the present treaty, the fortifications 
amongst the people of that country on the shall be delivered up in the state in which 
tubject of their internal government, he would | they may have been at the time of the signa- 
march with his whole army to suppress them ; | ture of the preliminary treaty, and that aif 
that this is an obvious violation of the inde- | the works which shall have been constructed 
pendence of the Batavian Republic; and that | since the occupation shall remain untouched, 
_ Majesty would have a peculiar right to | our wil] and pleasure is, that you de, pur- 
literpose on the present occasion, as he con- | suant to the stipulations above recited, deli- 
sented to make numerous and most important | ver, or cause to be delivered to such com- 
resututions to the Batavian government in the | missary or commissaries as shall be named 
treaty of peace, ‘on the consideration of that | and authorized on the part of the 
puverament being independent, and not be- | Republic to receive the same, the of 
— subject to any foreign controul. It is _ with the fortifications thereof, in 
on ries, for me to recommend to your | the state in which they may have been at the 
mod ency to make these representations with | time of the signature of the preliminary trea- 
ee and temper. You will attend | ty, leaving untouched the works whic shall 
mers Nap ie to any explanations which | have been constructed since the occupation ; 
me wile to you respecting them; and jand jor so doing this shall be your warrant, . 
to his engage to report such explanations | Given at our court at St. James, the day 
Majesty's government. of May 1802, in the 42d year of our reign. 
I have the honour to be, &6. To our trusty and well-beloved governor 

HawxesBurRY, : of the of or to the officer com- . 
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manding our troops 
and to all others whom it may concern. 
By his Majesty’s command, 
(Countersigned) HosartT. 
Copy of an instruction from the Right Hon. 
Lord Hobart, to the governors of, or officers- 
commanding at Surinam, Demerara, Berbice 
and Essequibo, Martinique, St. Lucie, To- 
bago, Curacao. ! 
Dated Downing-sireet, Oct. 17, 1802. 
Sir, Circumstances having occurred, which 
render it adviseable to delay the restitution of 
the of to the Re- 
public, I am to. signify to you his Majesty’s 
commands, that you should retain possession 
thereof until further orders. I have the honour 
to be, &c. HoBart. 
To the Governor of 
Copy of an instruction from the Right Hon. 
Lard Hobart, to the Governors of, or Officers 
commanding at Surinam, Demerara, Berbice 
and Essequibo, Martinique, St. Lucie, To- 
bago, Curagao. 
Dated Downing-street; Nov. 15, 1802. 
Sir, Ihave the honour to acquaint you, 
that, notwithstanding the orders, which, by 
the King’s commands, I communicated to you 
on the 17th ult. it is his Majesty's pleasure, 
that you do immediately proceed to the resti- 
tution of the settlement of to the 
government; in conformity to the 
directions you have already received for that 
purpose. J have the honour to be, &c. 
Hosart. 
To the Governor of 


Papers No. 1 to 3, inclusive, presented May 
24, 1803. 


PUBLIC PAPERS own THE 


[lise 


in the said settlement, | the assertion contained in his excellency’s 


‘note of the 20th of this month, as expressed 
in the following terms, * by the refusal of his 
Majesty the Emperor of Russia to listen to it,” 
is directly contrary to the guarantee which 
his Imperial Majesty has formally offered on 
condition of making some trifling alteration; 
that the First Consul has no difficulty to 
adopt, but which he knows that the English 
ministry have refused, with a view, without 
doubt, at the time, of the strange preten- 
sion of keeping Malta. That moreover this 
assertion is in absolute contradiction to the 
assurances which the First Consul has re- 
ceived from Petersburgh since his Britannic 
Niajesty’s message bas been known there, 
and which have lately been renewed to him 
by an authentic communication w: ich Count 
Markoff made yesterday of the intentions of 
his court. From whence it results, that it is 
impossible to reconcile the last communica- 
tion made by his excellency Lord Whitworth 
with the fresh confirmation which has just 
been acquired of the dispositions of his Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Russia; and that one 
cannot help believing that his Britannic Ma 
jesty, when better informed, will himself 
hasten to give to his excellency instructions 
differing from those. which he has received 
and communicated in .the name of his go- 
vernment. The undersigned seizes this 0p- 








No. 1.—Dated London, May 20, 1803.—. 


My Lord, I have the honour to inclose to 
your Lordship an official note which I re- 


ceived from Monsieur de Talleyrand on the | 


day of my departure from Paris, and my an- 
swer. 1 have the honour to be, &c. 
WuHItTworrn. 
Rt. Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 

Nor 2.—Note from M. Talleyrand to Lord 
Whitworth, dated Paris, 22d Floreal, An 11. 
~—Translation.—The undersigned is charged 
to signify to his excellency Lord Whitworth, 
his Britannic Majesty’s ambassador, that the 
First Consul having in the note of the 14th 
of this month made a proposal that the island 
of Malta should be put into the possession 
of cither of the three guaranteeing powers, 
namely Russia, Austria, or Prussia, it would 
be insufficient to evade this ition by 
—s the refusal of his Majesty the Em- 

of Russia to accept the trust, since the 
tions of their Majesties the Emperor of 
Germany and King of Prussia in that respect 
remain to be ascertained. That moreover, 


portunity to renew to his excellency Lord 

Whitworth the assurance. of his high con- 

sideration. Cnr. Mav. TaLLeyRanD, 
a son Excellence, Sc. 

No. 3.—Note from Eord Whitworth to M. 
Talleyrand, dated Paris, May 12, 1803.— 
Translation.—The undersigned has the ho- 
nour to acknowledge the receipt of the note 
which the minister for foreign affairs sent to 
him this day, and he will not fail to transm 
it to his court. In the mean while, he Tr 
quests the minister for foreign affairs to sen 
him the passports which he required of a 
He seizes this opportunity to renew to a oA 
cellency the assurance of his high consive 
tion. WHITWORTH. 

Au Citoyen Talleyrand, §c. . 
Papers No. I to 9 Se respecting ¥ ¢ i" 

tinwance of the French Troops ™ Holland, 

ordered to be printed, May 25, 1803. a 

No. 1.—Eaxtract of a Dispatch ee oe 
Liston to Lord Hawkesbury, dated the ra - 
November 5th, 1802.—The anxious appre 
sions under which the Dutch gover 
have for some time. laboured, have poet 
some measure calmed by the accounts r= 
ed to-day from different quarters. — 
bassador at Paris has 4 
nervous and 
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hence); and he informs the Secretary of 
State, that he received the most positive as- 
surances from M., de falleyrand, that it was 
by no means the intention of the First Consul 
to encrease the number of French troops in 
the Batavian Republic, or to march back those 
now upon the frontiers into the interior parts 
of this country: that, on the contrary, it was 


his fixed determination to withdraw the whole | 


as soon as the proper arrangements could be 
made for that purpose. 

No. 2.—Eutract of a dispatch from Mr. 
Liston to Lord Hawkesbury, dated the Hague, 
Nove mer 1 2th, 1802.—Whatever may be the 
resolution of the First Consul, respecting the 
final evacuation of the Batavian Republic by 
the Troops of France (a subject on which this 
government remains in a state of doubt and 
uncertainty) there seems reason to suppose 
that a certain portion of them—the 17th and 
74th Demi-Brigades of Infantry, amounting to 
about four thousand men,—are to be embark- 
ed at Helvoet Sluys, and transported to Lou- 
isiana, under the direction of General Victor, 
who has been appointed to the chief com- 
mand in that new colony. 

No. 3.—<£xtract of a dispatch from Lord 
Whitworth to Lord Hawkesbury, Paris, 13th 
Dec. 1802.—-The Batavian ambassador, Vos 
van Steinvick, has been instructed to make 
a representation, couched in -the strongest 
terms, against the conduct of this govern- 
ment, with regard to the French troops which 
continue to be quartered in Holland. Your 
lordship well knows, how long, and how anx- 
lously, the Batavian government has been ex- 
pecting to be delivered from this burthen. 

No. 4.—Dispatch from Lord Whitworth to 
Lord Hawkesbury, dated Paris, December 13th, 
1802.—My lord, your lordship will learn, 
by my former dispatch of this date, the step 
which is to be taken by the Dutch ambassa- 


’ ] loa . . 
: Gor, for procuring the evacuation of the Bata- 
» Vian territory by the French troops. 


I can- 
not flatter myself that any direct interference 
n my part, would, under the present circum- 
Slances, assist in promoting this important ob- 
ject—And I know that the Dutch ambassador 
«ntirely coincides with me in this opinion. I 
ave however, invariably, held a language on 
Lis subject, conformable to the general in- 
fructions which I received on my departure 
‘om London. . I have'the honour to be, &c¢. 
The Pi: : WaHltwortTh. 
M: Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 

q : 0. 5.—Extract of a dispatch from Mr. 
—_ to Lord Haweshury, dated the Hague, 
+ January, 1803.—The negociations be- 
oasis secretary of state and M. de Se- 

in opting the continuance ofFrench 
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tivity for the last few days; and this morning 
M. de Sparre, Son-in-Law to Madame de Se- 
monville, set out for Paris, carrying with him 
the ambassador’s report of the result of their 
conferences. The Dutch government, though 
| they appear to be devoted to the idea of the 
| independence of their native country, have 
adopted the opinion, that it is, upon the 
whole, wiser to yield to the wish of Bonapar- 
te, to continue for a limited time small garri- 
sons in some of the frontier towns, than by 
an obstinate resistance to draw on this Repubs 
lic the fate of Switzerland. 

Papers No. \ and 2,respecting the Guarantee of 
Russia, ordered to beprinted, May 26, 1803. 
No. 1.—Copy of a Letter from Lord Hawkes- 
bury to Sir John Warren, dated Downing-sireet, 
January 29th, 1803.—Sir, your excellency’s 
dispatches, to No. 21, inclusive, have been 
received and laid before the King. I send 
you now inclosed the official answer to the 
note of the chancellor Count Woronzow, re- 
lative to the 10th article of the treaty of 
Amiens—it has been delivered to Count Si- 
mon Woronzow, the Russian ambassador at 
this court. In communicating this note, you 
will express, in suitable terms, how sensibly 
His Majesty feels the friendship which the 
Emperor of Russia has manifested to him on 
this occasion, in his disposition to concur in 
the arrangements relative to the island of 
Malta—and how sincerely His Majesty re 
grets, that it is not in his power to acquiesce, 
without condition or explanation, in every 
thing that His Imperial Majesty has proposed 
on the subject. His Majesty however trusts 
that, when all the circumstances are taken 
into consideration which bear upon this im- 
portant subject, the Emperor of Russia will 
be satisfied, that the line of conduct which 
has been adopted by His Majesty, is such as 
a regard to good faith and to the interests of 
his dominions have rendered necessary. 
The only material difference, between the 
arrangement proposed by the Emperor of 
Russia for the Island of Malta, and that in 
which his Majesty is willing to concur, re 
lates to the stipulations in favour of the Mal- 
tese inhabitants. It is important that your 
excellency should impress the Russian govern 
ment with the conviction of the services ren+ 
dered by the inhabitants of Malta to his Ma- 
jesty and to the commofi cause, at the time 
when the French were in possession of the 
island. That, for nearly two years, they 
maintained a state of constant and active hos- 
tility against the French: that several thou- 
sands of them perished in this state of hosti- 
lity ; and, that these efforts were made at a 
time when they could receive assistance from 
no other peoen paws: : that the attachment 

tese to his Majesty, during 
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the blockade, and their loyalty to him since 
he has obtained possession of the island, gives 
them a peculiar claim to his protection, anda 
right to expect, that, in the future arrange- 
ments for the island, some advantages should 
be stipulated in their favour: that, indepen- 
dent of every consideration of good faith, | 

our excellency well knows that the Maltese 
inhabitants, if attached to their government, 
are equal to the defence of the island; and 
that every motive of policy, therefare, as 
well as of justice, renders it expedient to en- 
deavour to conciliate their affections. These 
circumstances being premised, you will state, 
that the objection which, it is conceived, has 
had most weight with his Imperial Majesty, 
is that stipulation in the 10th article of the 
treaty of Amiens, which, at the time that it 
establishes a Maltese langue, requires no 
proof of nobility for admission into that 
langue: that such a stipulation is considered 
as leading to the establishment of a plebean | 
langue, totally inconsistent with the spirit of 
the institution of the Order. His Majesty 
is extremely desirous of devising means by 
which this objection shall be obviated, and 
the interests of the Maltese adequately con- 
sulted. The proofs of nobility, which have 
been required for other priories, have been 
various; and the power of the Pope to grant 
dispensations, has been admitted to exist: 


if, therefore, actual nobility was made the in- | 


dispensable condition of admission into the 
Maltese langue or priory, the objection, 
which is at present made to this part of the 
arrangement, would, in a great degree, if 
not wholly, be removed. As, however, the 
number of persons who would be capable of 
admission into the Order, in consequence of 
such a regulation, would be very limited, it 
appears reasonable, that some further stipula- 
tions should be made in favour of the inhabi- 
tants of Malta; and it may be proposed to re- 
vive, under such regulations and modifica- 
tions as may be judged expedient, the na- 
tiona! council which formerly existed in that 
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and in your endeavours to reconcile the Rus. 
sian government to the objects of them. The 
events which have happened since the con. 
clusion of the definitive treaty ; the unbound. 
ed ambition which has been, and still is, ma- 


nifested bythe French government; might 3 
have justified his Majesty in bringing forward i 
new demands, and in even claiming the ap- 


propriation of Malta, as some counterpeise to 
the acquisitions made by France since the 
treaty of peace; but the moderation with 
which his Majesty has been actuated in all his 


concerns with foreign powers, and his anxi- } 
ous desire that the peace of Europe may, if ¢ 
possible, be effectually consolidated, has in- ; i 
duced him to forego those claims which the P } 
increased and increasing power of France Bie 
might have justified him in advancing; and | 4 
as every stipulation in the treaty of Amiens - w 
has been in a course of execution on his e b 
part, with the exception of the tenth article, . m 
he is desirous of shewing his disposition to Pow 
concur in an arrangement which may be Par 
conformable to the spirit of the article; th 
if such an arrangement can be rendered con- = 0; 
sistent with the honour of his crown; and if pr. 
it effectually provides for the object of the p du 
tenth article : the independence of the Island adc 
of Malta. I am, with great truth and respect, E tor 
&c. HawkKEsBURY. P Ver 
His Excellency Sir John Warren, §c. B An 
No. 2.—Copy of a Note from Lord ilawkes- B his 
bury to the Vice-Chancellor Count A. Worozof p Att 
dated Downing-street, Jan. 29, 1803.—The jet 
undersigned, his Majesty’s principal secretary p Jest 
of state for foreign affairs, has laid before the the 
King, the note of the chancellor of his Im- : ledg 
perial Majesty of all the Russias, togethe: St. 
with the projeyof the articles inclosed 10 %4 . Mal 
which was delivered to his excellency the « 


John Borlase Warren, in consequence 0! 0° 
invitation made by his excellency and the 
French minister, in the name of his Mae! 
and the First Consul of the French Republi, 
to his Imperial Majesty to accede, as ol 
ranteeing power, to the 10th article of 





island, which should form no part of the Or- 
der, but which should have a share in the go- 
vernment of the island, and a deliberative 
voice in all its internal concerns. A body of 
this description could not be considered as in 
any respect derogatory to the ancient institu- 
tion of the Order, and would be conformable 
to what — within the island till within a 
very very few years. It is for the purpose of 
obtaining information on these pointe, thet in- 
structions will be sent to Sir Alexander Ball ; 
it being impossible, after all that has passed, 
to bring the negotiation to an issue, without 
some communication with the principal in- 
habitants of Malta. His Majesty relies on 


definitive treaty of peace, signed at “ 
on the 27th day of March last. It has at 
his Majesty’s sincere and constant desit¢, ety 
the stipulations of this article, as well as wad. 
other part of the definitive treaty of en 
should be carried into complete ¢ ea 
as circumstances have arisen, since og” int 
clusion of the treaty, which render é ust 
practicable to execute the tenth i have 
cording to the terms of it, and “oe means 
made fresh stipulations necessary, cath 
should be found, by amicable nee ch mv 
accomplishing an arrangement, e of tht 
be deemed conformable to the Pentti? 
treaty, and to the intentions of the ¢ His 
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Maiesty attaches the greatest importance to 
the accession of the Emperor of Russia to the 
j0th article of the definitive treaty; not 
only on account of the security wich the 
guarantee of his Imperial Majesty would give 
to the independence of the Island of Malta, 
but likewise from a-desire to obtain his Im- 
perial Majesty's sanction and concurrence, 
with respect to the arrangements stipulated in 
that article. His Majesty has invariably ma- 
nifested the same disposition. As soon 
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that, with a view to the execution of the 
provisions of the treaty of Amiens, measures 
have already been taken for raising a Maltese 
force of 2000 men, which, together with the 
2000 at present in the island, will form an 
adequate garrison for its defence. His Ma- 
jesty, however, entirely agrees with the Em- 
peror of Russia, in the necessity of pro- 


| viding adequate funds for the support of this 


garrison ; and, as the property of the Spanish 
priories has been sequestered since the con- 
clusion of the definitive treaty, to which 





as he learnt the proceeding, which had 
been adopted at St. Petersburgh, in conse- | 


treaty his Catholic Majesty was a party, he 


jet delivered to Sir John Warren; his Ma- 


p the first article, which relates to the acknow- 
_ ledgement of the sovereignty of the Order of 


the other part of the article, which refers to 
the advantages stipulated in favour of the 
| Maltese; his Majesty is extremely anxious 
| Mat means may be devised of reconciling the 

views of the Emperor of Russia, relative to 


quence of the proclamation of the Emperor of | thinksit indispensible, that the property of those 
Russia for the election of a Grand Master, | priories should be restored to them ; especially 


he proposed to the French government to 
join with him in declaring, that, as con- 
tracting parties to the treaty of Amiens, they 
were ready to acknowledge that election to 
be valid, and to recognize the person who 
might be named by the Pope out of those 
who were chosen by the priories in Russia, 
and whose names appeared in the list that was 
then published, to be Grand Master of the 
Order of St. John. In conformity to the 
principles which governed his Majesty's con- 
duct on that occasion, he is perfectly ready to 
adopt the suggestion of his Imperial Majesty, 
for the conclusion of a supplementary con- 
vention to the 10th article of the treaty of 
Amiens ; and he has no difficulty in declaring 
his entire acquiescence in the second, third, 
htth, and sixth articles, contained in the pro- 


Jesty entirely concurs likewise in that part of 


St. John of Jerusalem over the Island of 
Malta and its dependencies. With respect to 


lic Order of St. John, with the attention, 
Which a regard for the honour of his crown 
Tenders due to the interests and wishes of the 
Maltese inhabitants, and with the indispen- 
‘able object of the 10th article of the treaty of 
Pace, that of providing effectually for the 
independence of the island; and he trusts that 
such an arrangement may be found not in- 
Pe with the spirit of the original in- 
% psy the Order. His Majesty will lose 
a nx iN giving instructions to Sir Alexan- 
wines! to take measures for obtaining the 
hag ig: which may be necessary for en- 
a the us apes to form his determination 
part ry ject. His Majesty trusts that that 

of the fourth article, which relates to 


as the Portuguese government have lately de- 
clared their intention of sequestrating the pro- 
perty of the Portuguese priory, as forming a 
part of the Spanish langue, unless the priories 
of Spain are reinstated’ in their former pos- 
sessions. As those sequestrations have been 
carried into effect since the conclusion of the 
treaty of peace, and as it is highly important to 
secure, under any circumstances which may 
happen, a revenue adequate to the mainte- 
‘nance of the civil and military government, 
and of the independence of the island, his 
Majesty adopts, from a conviction of its ne- 
cessity, the suggestion of the Emperor of 
Russia, that whatever sum may be requisite 
for that purpose beyond the ordinary re- 
venue, shall be provided by an equal con- 
tribution on the part of his Majesty and of 
the French government; and in default of 
payment by cither of the partics, it shall be 
at the option of the other party to contribute 
the whole. His Majesty has thus stated, 
without reserve, to his Imperial Majesty, his 
sentiments on every part of this important 

subject, and his readiness to agree in such 
modifications of the 10th article of the treaty 

of Amiens, as may be found not inconsistent 

with the spirit of it; as may be compatible 

with the interests of all the parties concerned, 

and which, his Majesty trusts, will therefore 

prove satisfactory to the Emperor of Russia, 

7 HawkeEsBURY., 





Papers No. 1 to 8 inclusive, respecting Com- 
mereial Commissioners from France: Order- 
ed to be printed June 1, 1803. 

No. 1.—-T7ranslation of a Letter from Mr, 
Otto to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Pertman- 
square, May 25, 1802.—My Lord, his Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s government having often 
manifested to me a desire to Concert some 
particular arrangements for the establishment 
or the maintenance of several relations. of 
commerce between the two nations; I have 
the satisfaction to inform your excelleney, 
that the First Consul, penetrated with the 
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sire to consolidate the relations of friendship 
so happily re-established between the two 
nations, has determined to send without de- 
lay to London, Citizen Coquebert Montbret, 
who has lately resided at Amsterdam with the 
character of commissary general of com- 
merce. He has received orders to repair to 
London, as soon as possible, to co-operate 
with me on every thing relative to this im- 
portant negociation; and I am particularly 
directed to assure the British government, that 
the First Consul desires to conduct it prompt- 
ly to a termination mutually advantageous. 
I have the honour to be, &c. Orro. 
Right Hon. Lord Hawkesbury, &c. 

No. 2.—Copy of a letter from Lord Hawkes- 
bury to M. Otto, dated Downing-street, May 
24, 1802.—Sir, I have the honour to ac- 
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knowledge the receipt of your letter of yes- 
terday, and to inform you, that his Majesty’s 
government have learnt, with peculiar satis- 
faction, the disposition of the First Consul 
to conclude some arrangement with respect 
to the commercial intercourse between this 
country and France. Whenever Mr. Coque- 
bert Montbret shall arrive, I shall be happy 
to enter into an immediate negociation on 
ihis important object, in concert with you 
and that gentleman ; and I trust that, by our 
conjoiit exertions, we shall be enabled to 
bring it speedily to a conclusion reciprocally 
beneficial to both countries. I have the ho- 
nour to be, &c. HAWKESBURY. 
M. Otto, &c. 

No. 5.—Translation of a letter from M., 
Otto to Lord Hawkesbury,. dated London, 
June 24, 1802.—My Lord, I have the ho- 
nour herewith to transmit to you the original 
commission appointing Ciiizen Coquebert 
Montbret commissary general of the com- 
mercial relations of the French Republic at 
London. I request you to give to this act 
the accustomed formalities, in order to enable 
Citizen Coquebert freely to fulfil his duties, 
on the condition of perfect reciprocity to- 
wards the person whom his Majesty may 
think fit to send to France with the same 
character, I have the honour to be, &c. 

Orro. 

His Exeellency Lord Hawkeshury, &c. 

Inclosure referred to in No. 3.—Transla- 
tion of M. Coquebert Montbret’s csmmission as 
Commissary General for commercial relations 
at London.—TIn the name of the French people. 
—The First Consul of the Republic having 
appointed Citizen Charles Stephen Coquebert 
Montbret, to the post of commissary general 
of the commercial relations of the French 
Republic at London; orders him to repair, 
without delay, to his destination, there to ex- 
ercise, conformably to the laws, the func- 
tions with which he is intrusted j—enjoins all 


a 


| 
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French merchants, captains, masters, owners 
and seamen, as well as all other Frenchme;, 
residing within the said district, to acknow- 
lege Citizen Coquebert Montbret in the post 
conferred upon him in the name of the French 
people, and to give him an account of the 


| Navigation, and destination of their vessels, 
| and of every thing which may relate to the 


service in which he is employed. For which 
purpose they are to exhibit their license, 
clearances, passports,-and are punctually to 
conform themselves to all the regulations he 
may require. The First Consul moreover 
enjoins the minister plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic at London, to apprize the 
government of Great Britain, of the appoint- 
ment of Citizen Coquebert Montbret, and 
to require their approbation thereof, as com- 


'missary general aforesaid, in order that he 


may freely exercise his functions, without 
any lett or hindrance whatever ; offering per- 
fect reciprocity towards all those who shall 
be in like manner recommended to hin.— 
Given at Paris, at the national palace of the 
Consuls, under the seal of the French Re- 
public, the 30th Floréal, year 10. 
The First Consul of the Republic, 
Bonaparte, 

By order of the First Consul, 

The Secretary of State, Huacues B. Manet. 
Lhe Minister for Foreign Affairs, 

Ch. Mau. Talleyrand. 

No. 4.—Translation of a letter from M. 
Otto to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Portar- 
square, Sept. 15, 1802.—My Lord, I hav 
the honour of transmiiting to your ¢xcc- 
lency, the original commission appointing 
Citizen Chépy vice-commissary of commer 
cial relations in the islands of Jersey, Guer 
sey, and Alderney. I beg you will have th 
goodness to annex the exequatur in the ust 
form to it, and to return it to me. ! hav 
the honour to be, &c. Orro. 

His Excellency Lord Hawkesbury, &e- 

Inclosure referred to in No, 4.—1 rans * 
of the commission of Citizen Peter Chey | 
Vice-Commissary of commercial relations " 
Jersey, §c.—In the name of the French Hep 
lic.—The First Consul of the Republic a 
ing appointed Citizen Peter Chépy to pd oe 
of vice-commissary of commercial “eee 
of the French Republic in the islands . “ 
sey, Guernsey, and Alderney, orders ‘ai 
repair without delay to his destination, ie 
to exercise, in conformity to the 7 ee 
functions with which he is entrust "oth 
joins all merchants, captains, mastets; . venct 
and seamen, as well as every other to 
man residing within the said disttic’s on 
knowledge Citizen Chépy 0 or 1 vent? 
ferred upon him, in the name of thet 
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navigation and destination of their vessels, 
and of every thing which may relate to the 
service in which he is employed. _ For which 
purpose, they are to exhibit to him their li- 
cense, clearances, passports, and are punc- 
tually to conform themselves to all the regu- 
lations he may require. 
moreover enjoins the minister plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic at London, to ap- 
prize the British government of Citizen 
Chépy’s appointment, and to require their ap- 
probation thereof as vice-commissary aforesaid, 
in order that he may freely exercise his func- 
tions, without any lett or hindrance whatever ; 
offering perfect reciprocity towards all those 
who fhall in like manner be recommended to 
him. Given at Paris, in the national palace 
of the Consuls, under the seal of the French 

Republic, the Thermidor, 10th year. 

‘The First Consul of the French Republic, 
BoNnaPARTE, 
By order of the First Consul, 

Hugues B. Maret, Secretary of State. 

Ch. Mau, Talleyrand, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

No. 5.—Copy of a Note from Lord Hawkes- 
bury to M, Otto, dated Downing-strect, Sept. 
lsth, 1802.—Sir, 1 have the honour to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th 
instant, inclosing the commission of Mr. 
Chepy as vice-commissary of commercial re- 
lations, on the part of the French Republic, for 
the iflands of Guernsey, Jersey, and Alderney. 
I desire you to be assured, that his Majesty’s 
government have uniformly been, and contiaue 
to be, solicitous to see the commerce between 


this country and France renewed upon a just | 
and equitable footing: it has therefore afford- 


ed them sincere concern to learn, that their 
disposition in this respeét has not as yet been 
met by a corresponding disposition on the 


part of the French government; but that the | 


commerce of his Majesty’s subjects, in the 
ports of France, is in a very uncertain and 
precarious state, and is exposed to numerous 
vexations and difficulties, Under these cir- 
Cumstances, his Majesty is under the neces- 
sity of postponing the recognition of any com- 
mercial agent of the French Republic within 
his dominions, until some commercial arrange- 
ment, either definitive or provisional, can be 
agreed upon by the two governments. ‘The 
€xpectation of receiving more satisfactory in- 
formation upon this important subject, has hi- 
therto induced me to defer returning an answer 
respecting the commission of M. Coquebert 
Hontbret, as commissary general of commer- 
cial relations on the part of the French Re- 
ene _ But having been disappointed in that 
aaa T request you, Sir, to consider 
this} rmination of his Majesty, as stated in 
® citer, to be equally applicable to M.Coque- 
Cs Nomination, I desire you to accept the 





The First Consul | 


with FRANCE. {i146 
assurances of the high consideration with which 
I have the honour to be, &e,. 
M. Otto, &c. 
No. 6.—Translation of a Letter from M, 
Talleyrand to Gen. Andreossy, dated Paris, 9th 


HawkKESBURY, 


| Nivose, An 11. communicated by the latter to 
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Lord Hawkesbury, in answer to a verbal Ke 
presentation, which had been made by him to the 
French Ambassador.—I] received with your 
letter of the 2d of this month, citizen ambas- 
sador, copy of acircular letter, and of a series 
of questions that I had directed to several 
commissaries Of French commercial relations, 
residing in foreign parts; and this letter is 
merely in reply to that part of your’s whici 
relates to this circumstance. You inform me, 
that the passages underlined are those which 
appear to have excited the mistrust of the 
English gevernment, by whom my packet was 
opened, You will readily have observed, 
that the part of my letter which was the most 
strikingly underlined, was the close of it, 
wherein I recommended the commissaries not 
to consider the task I required of them as 
forming a part of your official correspondence, 
buc to write at the top of their answers, 1’re- 
vite Correspondence. "Vo enable you to judge 
of my motives, and to give every satis!action 
to Lord Hawkesbury, it you think it of sulh- 
cient importance, it will be sufficient io tell 
you, that the informations | am defhroys of 
collecting, are int-nded for the completion of 
a work in the nature of that intitled, the “ La- 
lance of Commerce.” This object forms no 
part of the labours of any of the branches of 
the department for foreign affairs ; it 1s entire- 
ly the business of men of letters, ‘Uhe ques 
tions which I have put, are with a view te 
verify the information already obtained by 
other information; and the commissaries of 
commercial relations are better qualified to 
furnish me with it, than any one. ‘I his 
trifling matter forms no part of their ordinary 
employment ; and for that reason 1s not classed 
with their communications, which ought al- 
ways to be made in the regular form. My 
design rather is to enforce the execution of it, 
than to allow a departure fromit, This is aa 
invariable principle with me. But the mere 
reading of my letter, and of the questions an- 
nexed thereto, sufficiently prove nr fastidi- 
ous it would be to attach to them any greater 
importance than what is due to a work strictly 
literary : and | was so little desirous of avoid- 
ing their publicity, that I at first entertained 
the idea of having them printed. I have the 
honour to salute you. 
Cu. Mav. TaLLerranp, 

No. 7.—Minute of a verbal Communication 
from Lord Hawkesbury to General Andreossy, 
dated Jan. 11, 1803.—Lord Hawkesbury in. 
formed the French ambassador, that, in con. 
sequence of the representations which had Leen 
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{L148 
pences incurred during the first months of 
the revolution, for the support of our bat. 
talions, and the loss of six millions of crowns 
sufficiently refute the atrocious calumnies 
with which the author of the Answer to the 
Manifesto of the Priory of Russia has endea. 
voured to load use The falsehood confutes 
itself; since it was notorious to every one 
that the plan of the invasion of Malta was 
projected at Paris, and that it was entrusted 
to the first Knights of the Order resident at 
Malta. ‘They continually received letters 
written in cypher, without exciting any alarm 
either in the late Grand Master de Rohan, or 


made on the subject of the French commissaries 
of commercial relations, by his Majesty’s go- 
vernment, it was their determination, not to 
allow those persons to execute any of the 
functions assigned to them by their respective 
commissions, nor to proceed to the nominal 

ces of their destination; and in the event 
of their attempting to proceed thither, to di- 
rect them to quit the King’s dominions. In 
order, however, to obviate the necessity of 
having recourse to these measures, his Ma- 
jesty’s government trusted that the French 
government would, of their own accord, di- 
sect these persons to return to France. 
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No. $.—Memorandum: June 1st, 1803.— 
No order to quit his Majesty’s dominions was 
sent toany of the persons stiling themselves 
“ commissaries of commercial relations,” 
except to M. Chepy, at Guernsey. 


Papers No. 1, 2, and 3, respecting the Maltese 
Deputies and M. Chépy; ordered to be 
printed June 6, 1808. 

No. 1.—Translation of a Letier from the Mal- 
tese Deputies to Lord Hobart ; dated Upper 
Berkley-street 1st March, 1802. . 

The deputies sent on the part of the extra- 
ordinary congresses held at Malta and Go- 
zo, consisting of the heads of battalions and 
representatives of the several villages, have 
the honour to lay before Lord Hobart, 
minister of his Britannic Majesty for the 
department of war, the following memoir, 
conformably to the instructions which they 
received from their constituents, the 9th 
November, 1801. 

My Lord, It is with the most lively grief 
and the‘utmost surprise that the Maltese 
people have been informed of the severe and 
unmerited fate which awaits them, in the re- 
turn of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem to 
the islands of Malta and Gozo. The defec- 
tion and treachery of which that Order be- 
came guilty, will form an era in the annals 
of the world, as striking as that which now 
replaces us under its despotic dontinion, not- 
withstanding that it betrayed us to an army 
unfaithful to its promises and engagements. 
The judgment which posterity will pronounce 
upon thistransaction, will be no panegyric on 
the age in which we live; and we anticipate 
the complaints 
latest descendants will direct against us, if a 
base timidity should induce us to be silent 
before the just and magnanimous tribunal, 


and the reproaches which our 





in the Grand Master Hompesch. After these 


irrefragable facts, judge, my lord, whether 


the Maltese people will see, without astonish- 
ment, and with indifference, the authors of 
their misfortunes returning into their cowyn- 
try, to dispose of their interests? If we our- 
selves were willing to keep silence, the ashes, 
still warm, of those who. died to free and 
conquer their native lagd, would cry out to 
us more effectually to defend our rights 
and the cause of truth. Yes, my lord, we 
dare to affirm, that the Knights of 5t. John of 
Jerusalem cannot be re-established in Malta, 
without invading the just rights of the august 
descendants of Charles the Fifth, and the 
rights of the Maltese, and exposing the latter 
to new convulsions. The Maltese people, 
distinguished of old for their fidelity by their 
ancient sovereigns, have been equally dis- 


| tinguished in these late times by their-energy 


and their love for justice. They easily sacri- 
fice their resentments, but they require that 
their sacrifices should be acknowledged. In 
proof of which, my lord, permst us to recall 
to you, the quict submission which the Mal- 
tese displayed in the capitulation made by 
the English general with Monsieur Vaubois. 
Our blood, our labours, our rights, and all our 
interests, were either forgotten or despised. 
We beheld, with an exemplary calmness, 
commanding respect in those who witnessed 
it, the French lay down their arms upon the 
glacis, only to load themselves with the Af 
mainder of our spoil; so that the faithful an 


virtuous Maltese was reduced to a condition (0 
: guilty and rebellious. 
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we have always been desirous to prove our | 
attachment, our fidelity, and our preference. 
We know, my lord, that it is not for us to 
influence political transactions. Nature has 
destined Malta to be determined by relation 
to its position and its strength, and not to 
decide on its own arrangements. But it 1s, 
nevertheless, for policy to consider its mu- 
merous population. Russia, France, and all 
the other powers of Europe, are too just and 
too enlightened to condemn the conduct of 
the Maltese, in their opposition to the re- 
establishment: of an Order, which, by its 
tyranny, treachery, and corruption, is for 
ever incapable of inspiring confidence, or of 
conciliating the minds of the people. If, 
therefore, my lord, the people of Malta are 
doomed, by inevitable and imperious cir- 
cumstances, to endure the pain and affliction 
of being separated from the empire of his 
Britannic Majesty, and if the tranquillity of 
Europe demands that the islands of Malta and 
Gozo should be placed in a condition of 
neutrality, we entreat you, my lord, in the 
name of our constituents, and of every thing 
most dear and sacred among men, in the 
name of the rights of nations and of justice, 
to beseech his Britannic Majesty to vouch- 
safe to employ his efficacious and powerful 
mediation with the other powers, in order 
that the islands of Malta and Gozo may 
be left in the enjoyment of their inde- 
pendence, under the mutual guarantee of 
Great Britain and France, and not be 
treated as a conquered country after that 
. their inhabitants have spilt their blood and 
exhausted their substance in its defence. 
You must be sensible, my lord, that, in our 
quality of deputies, we could not avoid sub- 
mitting to your excellency the'wishes and the 
intentions of our nation. In citing a part of 
the crimes of the Order of St. John of Jeru- 
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vent to our feelings, but to justify, in the 
face of the whole universe, our eternal 
position and vigorous resistance to it, should 
it ever dare to appear again amidst our hearths, 
still wet with the blood which it has Caused to 
flow. Deign, my lord, to employ your cre- 
dit with his Britannic Majesty, in favour of 
justice, of truth, of humanity, and of a na-~ 
tion worthy of a different fate; and accept, 
if you please, the homage of the most re- 
spectful devotion, with which we have the 
honour to be, my Lord, &c. &c. 

Le Marquis Testaferrata. 

L’ Abbé Emanuel Ricaud. 

LD’ Abbe Pierre Mallia. 

Ph. Castagna, Lieut. des Villes, &c. 

Antoine Mallia, Jurat du Goze. 

Michel Cachia, Representant. 

No. 2.—ZLetier from the Maltese Deputies to 
Lord Hobart, dated April 2, 1803.—See 
Cobbett’s Register, Vol. III. p. 867. 

No. 3.—Minute of the Measures taken re- 
specting M. Chépy.—On the 14th of Novem- 
ber, 1802, a letter was written, by Sir 
George Shee, under Lord Pelham’s direction, 
to General Gordon, commanding at Guera- 
sey; which stated, that his Majesty had re- 
fused to allow any of the persons stiling them- 
selves ** commissaries of commercial rela- 
tions,” to exercise any of the functions 
pertaining to that office within his Majesty's 
dominions. On the 5th of February, 1803, 
General Gordon was instructed to represent 
to Mr. Chépy, that as none of the commis 
saries of commercial relations had been 
mitted to proceed to the places of their des- 
tination, and that some of them had ac 
returned to France, it would be advisable 
for him also to repair to that country. On 
the 9th of March following, General Gor- 
don was directed to order Mr. Chépy to quit 
Guernsey without delay, if he had not al- 
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those powers which had been most deter- 
mined in the contest, did not feel the necessi- 
ty of terminating those calamities which 
seemed to have no decisive point, and 
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ani as the pacification of Europe depended 
upon their being made, he did not hesitate 
to do it. 
the Emperor and to the King of England. 
The letter of the First Consul to the King of | 
England was conceived in the following | 
terms : 
Paris, 5th Nivose, 8th Year. 
Being called by the wishes of the French 
nation to fill the chief magistracy of the re- 
public, I considered it becoming me, on 
taking possession of my charge, to make a 
direct communication of this circumstance to 
your Majesty. ‘The war which has, for eight 
years, ravaged the four paris of the world, 
ought not to be eternal; and surely some 
means might be employed to come to a right 
understanding on the subject. How is it 
possible that the two most enlightened na- 
tions of Europe, and whose power and 
strength are more than sufficient to secure 
their own safety and independence ; how can 
they sacrifice to ideas of vain glory, the wel- 


¢ 


fare of commerce, interior prosperity, and 


He accordingly addressed letters to | 





every comfort of domestic life! How is it 
that they are insensible to the truth, that peace | 
is the first of our wants, and the first object | 
of our glory! These sentiments must be fa- 
miliar to the heart of your Majesty, who 
reiyns over a free nation, and whose only 
object is to render them happy. Your Ma- 
jestv will perceive, that in this overture | 
have no other object than to contribute efh- 
caciously, and for the second time, towards a 
general pacification, by some prompt mea- 
sure, and an entire confidence, disengaged 
from those forms, which, however necessary 
they may be to disguise the dependence of 
inferior states, do not conceal any thing, in 
the stronger governmenis, but the mutual 
desire to deceive. Both France and Eng- 
land, by a misapplication of their strength, 
may yet for a long time, and to the distress 
of mankind, retard its dissolution: but I do 
not hesitate to assert, that the fate of every 
civilized nation is attached to the termination 
of a war which embraces the whole world. 
BoNaPaRTe. 
‘There was surely every reason to expect, 
at an overture so frank, so, sincere, and so 
contormable to the interests of the two coun- 
tries, would receive a direct and favourable 
answer: but the British government, instead 
of meeting the question of peace fairly, and 
acceding to the offers which had been made 
for a negotiation, entered upon a justification 
of the war, and enveloped herself in recri- 
minations which it was necessary to combat, 
theugh at that moment no hope could be 
entertained of a discussion begun with such an 
Opposition of opinion. The answer of Lord 
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and the note which accompanied it, were 
expressed in. the following terms : 
London, Downing-street, Jan. 4, 1800 
_ Sir, I have received and presented to the 
inspection of his Majesty the two letters 
that you addressed tome. His Majesty, see- 
Ing no occasion to depart from the forms so 
long established in Europe on the business 
which is transacted between different states, 
has commanded me -to return you, in his 
name, the official answer which is inclosed in 
this note. I have the honour to be, with high 
consideration, &¢. &c. GRENVILLE. 
Dawning-street, Jan. 4, 1800. 
The King has given frequent proofs of his 
sincere desire for the re-establishment of a 
permanent tranquillity in Europe. He has 
not been, nor is he now engaged in any 
contest from false notions of glory. He ha 
had no other views than to maintain, against 
all ageression, the rights and happiness ef his 
subjects. It is for these objects that he has 
hitherto contended against an unprovoked t- 
tack: it is for the same objects that he is com- 
pelled to continue the contest ; and he enter- 
tains no expectation that he can remove this 
necessity by entering into a negotiation with 
those, whom a new revolution has so lately 
invested with power in France. In fact 
from such a negotiation, the desirable obyect 
of a general peace can receive no advance: 
ment, till it is clear and evident that those 
causes cease to operate which originally pro- 
duced the war, have since prolonged its du- 
ration, and which, more than once, have 
renewed its effects: This system, whose 
predominant influence France has Just reason 
to consider as the cause of her present m- 
fortunes, is also that which has enveloped 
the rest of Europe in a tedious and destruc: 
ive war: and of a nature unknown lor 4 
long succession of years to civilized nations. 
To extend this system, and to exterminate il 
established governments, the resources © 
France have from year to year been lavish 
and exhausted, in the midst of unexamp' 
distress. Owing to this undistinguishing ‘p* 
rit of destruction, the Low Countries, the 
United Provinces, and the Swiss ag 
those antient friends and allies of cope 
jesty have been sacrificed. Germany os 
been ravaged ; and Italy, though ~~ fre- 
from its invaders, has been the theatre fe . 
quent pillage and disorder. His Majesty a dif 


himself under the necessity to maintain 
me y to secure 
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‘ts existence was probably unknown to those 
who are on a stidden involved in all its hor- 
rors. While such a system predominates, 
and the blood and treasures of a populous 
and powerful nation are lavished to support 
it, it has been proved by experience, that 
there is no other way to guard against it, but 
by open and decided war. The most solemn 
treaties have only prepared the way for new 
avoressions : and it is to this determined | spi- 
rit of resistance alone, that is to be attributed 


rope, of private property, of personal liberty, 
of social liberty, and the free exercise of re- 
ligion. In his vigilant attention to the pre- 
servation of these essential objects, his Ma- 
jety cannot place a confidence in the simple 
renewal of general professions, announcing 
pacific dispositions. “These professions have 
been again. and again pubiished by all those 
who have successively directed the resources 
of France towards the destruction of Eu- 
rope; and even by those whom the actual 
governors of France have declared, from the 
beginning, and at all times, to be incapable 
of maintaining the relations of peace and 
amity. Jdis Majesty will experience a very 
sensible pleasure, when he shail perceive that 
the danger which has so long threatened his 
own dominions and those of his allies, exists 
no more; when he shall be convinced that 
resistance is ne longer a matter of necessity, 
and when, after such a long succession of 
crimes and misfortunes, he shall sec better 
| principles predominate in France: in a word, 
when t ose gigantic projects of ambition, and 
restless plans of destruction, which have 
broug it into doubt the existence of civil so- 
Ceci, are no more. But the conviction of such 
‘change, how agreeable soever it might be 
to the wishes of his Majesty, must be the re- 
» Sultof experience and evidence of facts. In 
tie mean time, the most natural and the best 
«curity for the reality and stability of th’s 
Cunge, will be found in the re-establishment 
: of that race of princes, who, during so many 
“ges knew Low to secure the internal pro- 
Spe Ses ine French nation, and maintain 
se Gol r respect, Such an event would, 
whe th i ae and in future, re- 
Wittate-- % arta have been opposed 
to France . lon for peace, it would assure 
antient sasatea mC enjoyment of its 
nations of ory, “s give to all the other 
measures, rer. Al by calm and peaceable 
ompelled to rt eaig| tha amg te 
birable a4 such atin’ other means. But, de- 

an event may be for France, 
whole world, his Majesty does not 
ve to it et eon yn 













the preservation of what yet remains in Eu- | 
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of its government, nor in what hands it shall 
depose the necessary authority for conducting 
the affairs of a great and powerful nation, 
His Majesty looks only to the security of his 
own statgs, of those of his allies, and of 
Europe in general: whenever he shall be 
| convinced that this security may be obtained 
‘in anv way whatever; whether it results from 
‘the interior situation of the country, whose 
| interior situation caused the original danger ; 
| whether it proceeds from any other circum- 
stance which leads to the same end; his Ma- 
-jesty will embrace with ardour the occasion 
of concerting with his allies a plan ofgeneral 
|and immediate pacification. Unhappily, to 
‘the present moment no such security has 
! existed: no pledge of those principles which 
ought to direct the new government; no 
reasonable motive to judge of its stability. 
In this situation, it remains only for his 
Majesty to pursue, in concert with the 
other powers, a just and defensive war, 
which his zeal for the happiness of his 
subjecis will never permit him to continue 
beyond the necessity to which it owes its 
origin, or to conclude on any other condi- 
tions but those which, in his opinion, will 
contribute to secure to them the enjoyment 
of their tranquillity, their constitution, and 
their inte penddebe: GRENVILLE. 
The French minister replied by a note, in 
which he combaited and disproved all the 
allegations of the British government ; and 
which he concluded by renewing the formal 
proposition of a negotiation, and the offer of 
passports necessary to carry it into effect. 
Paris, 28 Nivose, An 8. 
The official note, date: Nivose 23, an 8, 
addressed to the minister of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, having been offered to the considera- 
tion of the First Consulof the French Republic, 
he remarked with surprise, that lis Britannic 
Majesty relied on an opinion of the origin 
and consequence of the existing war, which 
is not altogether correct. So far from France 
having provoked it, from the very beginning 
of the revolution she has solemnly proclaimed 
her love of peace, her indisposition to con- 
quest, her respect for the independence of 
all governments; and it is not to be doubted, 
that solely occupied with her own interior 
affairs, she had avoided to take part in those 
of Europe, and remained faithful to her de- 
clarations. But, by an opposite disposition, 
as soon as the French revolution blazed 
forth, almost the whole of Europe leagued 


for its destruction; the a ion was in 3 
state of operation long before it became 
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clarations were supported: the French na-| jurious for the French nation and its govern. 
tion was outraged in the persons oi its agents, | ment, than it would be for England and his 
and England set the example in this particu- | Britannic Majesty, as it might excite a dispo- 
lar, by the dismissal of the minister which | sition towards that republican system, whose 
she had accredited. In short, France was at- | forms were adopted by England in the last 
tacked in her independence, in her honour, century ;" or operate as an exhoriation to re- (4 | 
and in her security, lonz before war was de- | call to the throne the family whom birth had | 
clared. It is tothe projects of subjection, of | placed on it, and a revolution compelled to | | 
dissolution and dismemberment, which have | descend from it. If, at no very distant pe- : 
been prepared against her, and the execution ; ried, and when the constitutional system 0: I 
of which has been frequently attempted and | the republic possessed neither the force nor I 
pursued, that France is enutled to impute the , the soliaity which it can boast at the present : 
evils that she has suffered, as well as those | moment, his Britannic Majesty thought pro- ? 
which have afflicted Europe. Such projecis, | per to propose conferences on the subject of 



































thouch they have been fora long time with- | peace, why is he not eagcr to renew negoti:- | 

out example.in such a powerful nation, could | tions to which the present and_ reciprocal Ti : 
not fail to bring on the most fatal conse-, state of affairs promises a rapid progress: : 
quences. ‘ Assailed on all sides, the republic | On all sides the voice of humanity and the = 
was obligéd to direct on all sides the efforts | people implore the termination of a war ai: - 
necessary for its defence ; and it was for the | ready distinguished by such great disasters; vs 
support of its independence that she has em- | and-whose prolongation threatens Eurone ne 
ployed the means which were in her power, | with an waiversal. shock, and irremedialie My 
and the courage of ‘her citizens. While she | evils. Itis then to arrest the course of these ie 
perceived that her enemies combined to | calamities;:or that, at length, their terride es 
despise her rights, she depended upon the | consequences should be*imputed only to pis, 
energy of her resistance ; but no sooner did | those who provoked them, that the First Consul <a 
they renounce the hope of seizing them, than | of the French Republic proposes to put an fins 
she manifested a desire for peace ; and if her | immediate end to hostilities, in agreeing to @ thor 
endeavours have not always been efficacious, | suspension’ of arms, and in naming, on bot i 
if in the midst of those circumstances which | sides, plenipotentiaries who shall repair to aie 
the revolution and the war have successively | Dunkirk, or any oter town, not less cov- satis 
produced, the preceding depositarics of the | veniently situated for the-rapidity of theif re- wh: 
executive authority in France, have not al- | spective communications, and who shall la wilt 
ways practised moderation in the same pro. | bour without any delay in. re-establishing his 

portion as the nation displayed its courage, it | peace arid a good understanding between tne ners 
must be attributed to the fatal animosity with | French Republic and England. Phe First the 

which the resources of England have been | Consul offers, on this occasion, to give Le here 
lavished to consummate the ruin of France. | necessary passports. on), 

But if the wishes of bis Britannic Majesty, as _ * Cn. Mav. TaLreyrayd. his d 
he assures us, accord with those of the French | - This note was followed by the ensuing ‘ects 
Republic,,and are for the establishment of | ply from the English government: OUS §: 
peace, why, instead of making an apology, Downing-sirect, 20th January, ee. favou 
does he not do his utmost to terminateit? and | — The official note transmitted by the Mm securi 
what obstacle is there to prevent a reconcilia- , ster of foreign affairs in France- and — prese 
tion, whose utility is general and acknow- | by the undersigned the 18th of the ai? Th 
ledged, above all, where the First Consul of | month, has been submitted to the King. 7 this n, 
the French Republic has personally given so | Majesty cannot avoid expressing the wh d Ceal by 
many proofs of his eagerness to, terminate | sion he felt, observing that in this not, "" chang 
the calamities war, and of his disposition to | unprovoked aggressions of France, ome She we 
maintain a rigid observance of treaties already |:the sole cause and origin of the +g Was al 
concluded? The First Consul of the French | systematically defended by those ¥ oie Unue 

Republic cannot doubt that his Britannic Ma- | govern it, under the same injurious ae obs the F 
jesty will acknowledge the right of nations to Bi which they were o iginally attempt¢ nto 8 Cluded 
change the form of their government, since | disguised. His Majesty will not enter lining 


holds his crown : but he cannot comprehend | rally developed, and which (inast are not 
on what view of this fundamental principle, bg sat 

on which the, very existence of political so- | o 
cieties depend, the minister of his Britannic | ¢ 
Majesty has been able to adopt that conduct 
which tends to interfere in the interior con- 
serns of the public, and which is not less in- 
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self. With respect to the objects of the note, 
his Majesty must refer to the answer which 
he has already given. He has exposed, 
without reserve, the obstacles which, in his 
judgment, deprive the present moment of all 
hope of desiring any advantage from a nego- 
tiation. The motives to tre: it which are 
brought so forward, and on which so much 
confidence is placed in. the French note, the 
personal dispositions which are there said to 
prevail for the conclusion of peace, and the 
fuiure preservation of treaties, the power to 
afirm the effect of the dispositions which are 
supposed to exist, the solidity and continu- 
ance of the newly-establi shed system, after 
sucha rapid succession of revolutions; all these 
things are points which oe be known but 
after the test which his ] Majesty has already 
required, the result of experience, and the | 
evidence of facts. 
sincerity of frankness and solicitude, 
very necessary establishment of pe ace, his 
Majesty has pointed out to Franc 
certain and prompt means to attain this end ; 
but he hasdeclared in terms equally explicit, 
and with the same sincerity, that he does not 


for the | 


entertain'a wish to pres scribe to a foreign Na- | 


tion the form of its voverninent ; that his 
thoughts are alone directed to the surety of 
his on vn states and of ur: Ope ; and that at the 
frst | moment when, in hi is- judgment, 
Satisfactorily look fory, in any manner 
Whatever, to attain the essential object, he 
will anifest an earne st desire to concert whi 
” ali ies, the means of an immediate and ge 

ral 1 xegottation, for the ré-csts ‘om ment of 
i general tranquillity y. His lajesty ad- 
“eres firtnly to these declaratic MS, oak it is 
only upon such bases, thus established, that 
his duty to maintain the ¢ ecurity of his sub- 
lects, will allow him to renounce that vi gor- 
UUs sysiem, of defente, to which ty under “the 
favour of Pr idence, his kin: edoms owe that 

security of their possessions “which they 

prese nt enjoy. GRENVILLE. 
There was now no occasion to continue 
this negotiation, since England did not con-: 
oe 4cr intentions of w aiting for those interior 
: ee § we h she foresaw in France, before 
te a Hee to overtures of peace. It 
ani Pr ely, necessary, therefore, to con- 
me Preach: : general armistice between 
cluded | wg an Imperial armies was con- 
‘mina ¢ month of Messidor. ‘The pre- 
ry articles of peace were even signed 
mie eee France and Austria, by the 
rei St. tress ae na 3 Penn eo 
non the other: but En land 


ard, 
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: the most 


he can | 
_ their crowns and people, is dis sposed to con- 


‘cur with Austria In the 
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to break the negotiations began at Paris, and 
to destroy the effect ‘of the preliminaries 
signed by General St. Julien. To attain this 
object, England demanded to take a part in 
the negotiations; and Lord Minto presente d 
at Viennaa note, which the Austrian minister 
immediately forwarded to Paris, and which 
is conceived in the following terms : 
Vienna, 9th August, 1800, 

The undersigned envoy extraordinary and 
minister ple nipotentiary of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty has not failed to transmit to his court, 
all ‘the communications which have been 
made to him, by order of the Emperor, by 
his excellence the Baron de Thugot, relative 
to the correspondence which has take n place 
between his Imperial Majesty and the French 
governinent, respecting the overtures of 
| peace. T he undersigned is, in consequence, 





Vith this sentiment of | charge d to testify the ‘satisfaction that his Bri. 


tannic Majesty ‘has derived for this mark of 


! confidence on tbe part of his Majesty I. and 


The undersigned does not delay, after 


R, 
to dec lare, that 


the aut! writy he has received, 


his Britannic Majesty being anxious to give 
_to the Emperor and to all Europe, the most 


evident proofs of his cordial and perfect union 

with his Majesty I. and R., and the value he 
attaches to the constant preservation of the 
good understanding and intimate friendship 
which are so happily established. betwéen 


negotiations w hich 
may take place for a general pacification : 
and to send his plenipotentiaries to treat of 
peace in concert with his Majesty I. and R., 
as scon as the intention of the French govern- 
ment to enter into a negotiation with his 
Britannic:Majesty shall be made known to him. 
Minto, 

The First Consul, though he might have 
mistaken the intention which dictated this 
‘tardy measure, ‘gave it a very favourable in- 
terpretation. "But to prevent the admission 
ef England’ into the negotiations with the 
Court of Vienria, from being the occasion of 
i delay, he required that England, before it 
| Becaine an integral part in a-general negotia~ 
| tion,’ should previously agree to a suspension 
‘of hostilities with France, as was the case 
with Austria. This proposition was exprdéssed 
in a note sent from Paris to Citizen Otto, 
commissary for the exchange of priscners, 
and which he was to deliver, announcing at 
the same time,, that he was furnished with 
the necessary powers and instructions to ne- 


te and conclude the proposed armistice? 


The terme wer as follows : 
- London, 6th Fructider, dn a. % 


niet Pig 
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traordinary and minister plenipotentiary of 
his Britannic Majesty at the court of Vicnna, 
by which note it appears to be the desire o! 
his Britannic Majesty to see the war termi- 
nated which divides France and England, the 
undersigned is specially authorised to demand 
of the Ministers of his Majesty further ex- 
planations on the proposition transmitted by 
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tination. 7. Spain and the Batavian Repub- 
lic are compris:d in the present armistice, 
This proposition certainly bore sufficient 
testimony of the most open and liberal dispo. 
sitions towards a prompt conciliation: ‘but it 
appeared that the British government had got 
at that period, the design to enter sesiously 
into negociation, and that its only objeetavas 


the court of Vienna; and as it appears im-| to gain time for Austria: for c}tizen. Otto 


' 
} 


possible that, at the moment when Austria and 
England should take a common fart in the 
negociations, France should be under a sus- 
pension of arms with Austria, and remain in 


} 
} 


having insisted on an official answer; received 
the following note from Lord Grenville’:. 

Downing-streét, 29th August, 1800, 

M. Otto having informed his Majesty's ¢o- . 


a state of hostilities with England, the under- ; vernment that the proposition made by the 


signed is equally authorised to propose that a 
general armistice should be concluded  be- 
tween the armies and fleets of the two states, 


| 
} 
' 
' 
‘; 


i 
} 


court of Vienna to fix at Luneville, the con- ° 
ferences.for the proposed négociation respect- 
ing a general. peace ‘had been acceded to by 


adopting, with respect to places besieged or| the French government, nothing remains at 
blockaded, measures siniilar to those which | present but to express the consent of his Ma- 
have been adopted in Germany; as at Ulm, | jesty to that proposition; and to declare in 
Ingolstadt, and Philipsbourg.. The under++ consequence, that a person duty» authorised 
signed has received from*his government the | will be sent to Luneville by order of his Ma- 


necessary powers to negaciate and conclude 
this general armistice. s Otro, 
This note occasioned great emotion in the 


British cabinet. Before an official answer | 


was given to citizen Otto, M. George, Com- 
missioner of the Transport Office, was sent 


} 





jesty, to. unite himself* with the Plenjpoten- 
tiaries of Austria and France, as soon 4s the 
passports-for such a minister and his sujte shail 
be received; -provided .that the Brench go- 
vernment should be disposed to make the ne: 


| cessary engagements, that the Plenipotenticry 


to him, to ascertain his powers, and to enter | ef his Majesty shall enjoy full liberty to com- 


upon a preliminary discussion with him on the 
elements of the negociation. It was in these 


conferences that M. Otto stated, that the ne- | 


gociations for peace would be held at Lune- 
ville ; and repeated, that the British plenipo- 
tentiary would be admitted to them as soon 
as it was agreed that there should be a sus- 
ow of arms between France and Eng- 
and; which should be founded on that now 
existing between France and Austria, and be 
reduced to the following conditions: 

Article 1. There shall be a suspension of 
hostilities between the ficets and armies of 
the French Republic and those of Great 
Britain. 2. The ships of war and all trading 
vessels of both nations shall freely navigate 
without being subject to any visit, and follow 
the usage established before the war. 3. Af- 
ter the 10th Fructidor, ail the vessels of both 
nations which may be taken shall be restored. 
4. Malta, Alexandria, and Belle Isle, shall be 
assimilated to Ulm, Philipsbourg, and Ingol- 
stadt; that is to say, that all trading vessels, 
neutral or French, may take provisions thither. 
5. The fleets which block Brest, Cadiz, Tou- 
lon, and Flessingue, shall re-enter into the 
“shi of England ; or, at least, keep cruising 

n the view of the coast. 6. English of- 
ficers shall be dispatched directly to the three 
admirals who respectively command in the 
Mediterranean, the fleet before Malta, and 
the blockade of Alexandia. They shall tra- 
verse France to arrive the sooner at their des- 


municate without restraint, and in the usw 
manner, by a courier with this Country ad 
those ef his Majesty’s allies.—As to the pro- 
position for a general armistice by sea and 9 
land between Great Britaimand France, 4: 
King would rejoice at the moment, when | 
could with propriety adopt any measure 
whose immediate effect would be to ape ; f 
end, at least for some time, to the yer 
of war: but an armistice, applied to nave 
operations, having not in any instance bees 
concluded between Great Britain and France, 
‘in the course of their neguciations for peacss 
or before the actual signature of preliminants 
censequenly sie step enol 
dered as necessary to negociations; 4 oe 
the disputes which would inevitably aw ‘et 
specting its execution, there Is every y : it 
eg that it would serve rather to ; hors 
than facilitate the success of those 
which the two governments might a at 
the restoration of peace. d nes which 
be considered that the ep aA not of 
accompany a naval war, are ree balanced 
a nature to admit of those os Y stablishe 
arrangements, which are so readi y where {2¢ 
with regard to military pani eee It ap- 
latter are suspended by a convent’ tg 
pears, then, at all events, to be Be question 
enter even into a discussion on 


. iations, it ™? 


learly a that a sa be 
A ens 
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_agplicable to the ports and maritime arsenals | 


" by, his Majesty’s squadrons; so that stipula- 


.cupied by the armies in Germany and Italy, 
snight be fairly applied to the maritime forces 


- announced its intention.-of sending a pleni- 


‘mistice. * This arrangement was not admis- 
 _ sible, and citizen Otto was charged to assigu 
_his reasons ‘by this note, which was sent to 


. ded and signed between his Imperial Majesty 


no positive decision on this point, till the 
French government has explained in what 
manner the principles of those regulations 
adopted in the German armistice,with respect 
to France, in an actual state of blockade, are | 


of France, and its’ allies, actually blockaded 


tions analogous to_ those which have. been 
made in regard to the military positions oc- 


— 2 +4 ~ 
af the respective powers. GRENVILLE. 
Thus, by this note-the British government 


potentiary to Luneville ;_ but; in the mean 
time, refused to agree to the praposed ‘ar- 


him from Paris: 
London, \7th Fructidor, An 8. 
The ‘undersigned, having communicated 


to his government the note dated the 29th of } 


August, which his excellency, Lord Grenville 
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lad transmitted to him, is directed to submit 
to his excellency the following observations : | 
rhe preliminari¢s of peace had been conclu- | 


and the French republic, the intervention of | 
Jord Minto, who demanded that his court 
might be admitted to take part in the nogoci- 
ations, has prevented their ratification by his 
Imperial Majesty. “The .suspension of arms 
which took place ‘on the continent, in the 
hope of a speedy peace, bttween the empe- | 
ror and the Republic, will cease in effect the | 
24th Fructidor, since the Republic had  sacri- | 
hced to the hopes of animmediate peace the 

immense advantages whic 1 it had derived from 

us victorics, The intervention of England 

renders the question of peace with Austria so 

complicated, that it is impossible for the | 
French government to prolong any further 
the armistice on the continent; unless his | 





‘not be renewed. 
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of Egypt. If it be true that a long suspen- 
sion of arms between France and England 
would be unfavorable to his Britannic Ma- 
jesty; an armistice on the Continent would be 


of: essential disadvantage to the French Re- 


public; atthe same time a maritime armistice 
would be, to the French government, a 
pledge of. the zeal of England to concur in 
the re-establishment of peace}; and a conti- 
nental: armistice would convince the English 
government, that the efforts of France were 
sincere; and as the position of Austria is 
now become such as to require a prompt con- 
clusion, the three powers would find, in their 
distinct interests, predominating reasons to 
consent without delay to those sacrifices, 
which may be reciprogally necessary to pro- 
duce the speedy conclusion of their — 
and solid peace, which is the wish and hope 
of the whole werld. Orro. 
The reasonings of this note were explicit, 
and the consequences demanded reflection, 
If Firgland did not consent to sign a special 
armistice ‘with France, that which existed 
with Austria, and was about to expire; would 
Austria, having no further 
means of resistance, must yield, and the peace 
would be concluded between France and 


Germany, without the. intervention, of Eng- 


land. ‘The British government was sensible 
of the danger, but whether it did not receive 
a sufficient impression, or whether it thought 
that ‘it had done enough, in manifesting for 
the court of Vienna, the appearances of an 
active friendship, without being found to 
give any further proofs ; and contented itself 
with presenting, at the conclusion of a note 
extreinely diffuse, the contre-projet of an ar- 
mistice, from which none of those advanta- 


‘ges would result to France, which she had a 


right to expect as a compensation for those 


which Austria would derive from the conti- 


nental armistice: the note and the contre- 


| project were conceived in the following 


terms: 


< o> > ‘ x > 
- - Rae ee q “~s : 
Ce Re ee tn ee. a \ 
— ee, Sl lh. CU Oe re 


te: 
ee Rae + _= 
PE RE EP Se P . > 3 2 
’ ~ . , octe -« : : 
a Ss — ee 


i 


+. 


Britannic Majesty consents to render it com- | Downing-street, 7th September, 1800. 


mon between the three powers. If then the | 


Cabinet of St. James’s continues to make 
Common cause with Austria; and if its desire 
to ngage in the negociation be sincere, his 

ritannic Majesty will not hesitate to adopt 
= proposed armistice. But if this armistice 

“hot concluded before the 24th of Fructi- 

or, hostilities will be renewed with Austria, 
and the First Consul will not consent with re- 
pth to that power, to any thing short of a 
paste d separate ce. To answer 
er explanations required relative to the ar- 
We the undersigned is directed to make 
which to his excellency, that the places 
ps © it is proposed to assimilate to those of 

‘rmany, are Malta and the maritime towns 


The undersigned has had the honour to 
_lay before the King the official answer of the 
French government, which he received from 
| M. Otto on the 4th instant; and also the pro- 
| ject of of an armistice communicated on the 
‘same day. The spirit of that answer is un- 
happily but little consonant with those ap- 

arances of a conciliatory ype which 

d before been manifested. If it be really 
practicable in the present moment to restore 


must be effected by very different means than 
those of such a controversy as that paper is 
calculated to produce. Some reply is, how- 
ever, indispensably necessary to the asser- 
tions there advanced, which if now passed 





permanent tranquillity to. Europe, this object ° 
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over might hereafter be considered as admit- 
ted, The articles which an Austrian officcr 
charged with,no such commission, was per- 
suaded to sign at Paris, do indeed appear to 
his Majesty but litile calculated to terminate 
the calamities of Europe. But whatever be 
the tendency of the conditions which the. 
French government has here specified, there 
can be no pretence for. representing them as 
preliminaries concluded by Austria, or an- 
nulied by the intervention of his Majesty. 
The engagements by which the courts of 
London and Vienna have agreed not to treat 
except in-concert with each other, were 
concluded before there was any question of 
these pretended preliminaries of peace. And 
the first intimations which his Majesty received 
of thcir signature were accompanied by thevex- 
press declarations of his ally, that they were 
wholly unauthorized, and must be considered 
as absolutely null. The French government 
could indeed expect no other determination 
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to be taken by his Imperial Majesty. The 
want of all powers or instructions for such a | 
treaty, on the part of the Austrian officer, | 
was at the time distinctly notified by him to 
those who treated with him, and is declared 
even on the very face of the paper which he | 
signed. With respect, andre, to the | 
supposed demand of his Majesty to be ad- | 
mitted to those negotiations, nothing more | 
is necessary to be said. The note delivered 
to M. de Thugot by Lord Minto, sufficiently 
explains the part which his Maivsty is reaily 
disposed to take in any negotiation which 
raay be regularly set on foot for general peace. 
The King has always been persuaded that the 
result of such a negotiation can alone cifec- 
tually re-establish the tranquillity of Europe. 
Experience has confirmed this opinion ; and 
it is only from the conviction of its truth that | 
his Majesty has new been induced to waive | 
his strong objections to the first proposal of a | 
maval armistice, and to enter into the dis- | 


cussion of the conditions on which it may be | 


established. His Majesty, judging from the | 
experience of so many former negotiations, 
considers such an armistice as in no degree 

likely either to expedite or facilitate an ar- 

fangement of the direct interests of Great 

Britain and France. He views it in no other 

light than as a t advantage which it 

is 


Pa ater: to him to yield to his enemy, in 
der to prevent the renewal of continental 
thastilities, and thereby to contribute to the 
wonclusion of a general peace. And on this. 
ground, notwithstanding the many disadvan- 
"tages which he is sensible must result to this 
country from such a measure, he is resolved 
“to give to his allies and to all this new 
ja of the sentiments by 





sectuated! ; provided that. his-enemies are dis. 


' 


- 
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posed to regulate the conditions of such an 
armistice, as far as the nature of the case wil] 
allow, in conformity to the obvious and esta. 
blished principle cf such arrangements. This 
principle is, that the respective position of 
the two parties should remain during the 
continuance of the armistice such as it was at 
its commencement; and that neither of them 
should by its operation acquire fresh advan. 
tages or new means of annoying his enemy, 
such as he could not otherwise obtain. The 
diffeulty of doing this with the same pre. 
cision in the case of naval operations, as by 
land, has already been adverted to in a for- 
mer-noic; and it constitutes a leading objec. 
tion to the measure itself. But the French 
projet, instead of attempting to remove cr 
lessen these difficulties, departs at once, and 
in every article, from the principle itself, 
although expressly recognized and studiously 
maintained in the continental armistice which 
is there referred to as th: foundation and 
model of this transaction. It is proposed, in 
effect, that the blockade of the navai ports 
and arsenals of the King’s enemies should be 
raised ; that they should be erabied to remove 
their ficets to any other stations, and to d- 
vide or to collect their force as they may Judge 
mceét advantageous to their future plans: the 
importation both of provisions and of naval 
and military stores is to be wholly unrestrain- 
ed. Even Malta and the ports of Egypt, 
though expressly stated to be now blockaded, 
are to be freely victualled, and for an un 
limited period, in direct contradiction to the 
stipulations of the German armistice respect 
ing Ulm and Ingolstadt, to which places it 1s 
nevertheless professed to assimilate them; 


s > sicelt 
and this government is expected to bind itself 


- 4 ‘ - a ate oe od of a Vv 
towards the allies of France even be spat 
reciprocal engagements can be received om 

. . nd a o yn 
them; while, at the same time, al] mentio 


_of the King’s allies is, on the other hand, to- 


tally omitted. To a proposal so manifestly 
repugnant to justice and equality, and 50 LA 
jurious not only to his Majesty's interests; a 
also to those of his allies, it cannot be expe a 
ed that aiy motive should induce the King 
to accede. The counter-projet which he 
undersigned has the honour to transmit v 
M. Otto, contains regulations in this reaper 
more nearly corresponding with agra 
ciple of equality on which alone bis ap 
can consent to treat. Even those aricics 
in many important points, and particular 4 | 
what relates to the actual stations of 
jesty’s squadrons, very far short 
reference to the gene 
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posed in the good faith of his enemies, which, 
although it can never be claimed in transac. 
tions between belligerent powers, his Majesty 
js, nevertheless, willing to hope he shall not 
find to have been misplaced on the present oc- 
casion. If M, Otto is empowered to accede to 
these stipulations, a proper person will imme- 


dsately be authorized to sign them on his Ma- | 


jesty’s part; if not, he is requested to trans- 
mit them, without delay, to his goverment. 
GRENVILLE, 


Counrer-PRrojet.—It having beenagreed 
that negotiations for a general peace shail be 
immediately set on foot between the Emperor 
of Germany, his Britannic Majesty, and the 
French Republic, and an armistice having 
already been concluded between the forces 
of his Imperial Majesty and those of the 
French Republic, it.is agreed that an armi- 
stice shall also take place between the forces 
of his Britannic Majesty and those of the 
French Republic, on the terms and in the 
manner following : that is to say—Art. I. All 
hostilities, both by sea and land, between the 
forces of the two contracting parties, shall be 
suspended, and shall not be renewed until 
after fourteen days notice given of the termi- 
nation of the armistice. This notice, in so 
far as relates to the parts of Europe north of 
Cape St. Vincent, must be given by one of 
the two governments to the other, and is to 
be reckoned from the day in which the same 
thall be received by the government to whom 
itis given. In the Mediterranean or other 
parts of the world, the notice must be given 
by the respective commanding officers. But 
in case of the renewal of hostilities between 
Austria and France, the armistice between 
Great Britain and France is likewise to be 
considered as terminated, so soon as such 
renewal of hostilities shall be known to the 
officer commanding the British forces: ex- 
cept only in so far as relates to prizes of mer- 
chant vessels, which shall be regulated by 
the third article of this convention. II. Or- 
ders shall immediately be sent by the two go- 
vernments to their officers in the different 


parts of the world, to conform themselves to | 


this agreement; sea-passes shall be given to 
the ships which are to carry these orders ; 
and his Britannic Majesty’s bers to be sent 
for that purpose through France, shall’ be 
furnished with the necessary passports and 
facilities to expedite their journey. If. All 
prizes made in'any oe of the world, during 
the continuance an operation of the armi- 
tice, by any officers having‘actually received 
due notice of this agreement, shall be re- 
Stored ; and generally, ‘whether such’ notice 
tall have ‘been evclved ot not, all prizes 
afc wn the Channel, oF in the North: Seas, 

twelve days*(to be reckonéd’from the 
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exchange of the ratifications of this convens 
tion), shall be restored: and the same pe- 
riods shall be allowed in this respect for the 
other parts of the world, as were stipulated 
by the 22d article of the preliminaries of the 
last peace." 1V. Malta, and the maritime 
iowns and ports of Egypt, shail be placed on 
the same footing as those places which, 
though comprized within the demarkation of 


the French army in Germany, are occupied 


by the Austrian troops : consequently, no- 
thing shall be admitted by sea which can 
give additional means of defence; and _pro- 
visions only for fourteen days at a time, in 
proportion to the consumption, as it shall be 
ascertained by commissaries to be named for 
the purpose, who shall have power to establish 
the necessary regulations for giving effect to 
this stipulation, conformably to the principles 
of the 1th article of the convention concluded 
between the Austrian and French generals in 
Germany. V. The blockade of Brest, ‘Tou- 
lon, and any other of the ports of France by 
his Majesty’s fleets, shall be discontinued ; 
and all British ships shall be instructed not te 
interrupt or obstruct the trade or navigation 
of any ships sailing to or from the coasts of 
France, except in the article of naval or mi- 
litary stores, which are not to be brought thi- 
ther by sea during the present armistice. 
None of the ships of war now stationed in 
the said ports respectively shall, before the 
renewal of hostilities, be removed to any other 
station. VI. The allies of the two parties 
shall severally be at liberty to accede to this 
armistice, if they so think fit; provided that 
they also engage to observe a like armistice, 
on conditions similar to those here specified, 
towards such of the allies on the other side. 
as shall also accede to it. The periods or 
terms to be fixed for the commencemest of 
the armistice in the different quarters of the 
world, as with respect to each of the said al- 
lics, are to be regulated in conformity to the 
stipulations contained in the 3d article of this 
convention as between Great Britain and 
France ; and the said periods or terms are’ to 
be reckoned from the day on which the ar- 
cession of such power to the armistice shall 
have been duly notified by such power to the 
party with whom it is atwar. Such notification, 
duly authenticated by the government en 
whose part it is made, may either be trans- 
mitted directly by couriers or flags of truce, 
or through the channel of the two contracting 
parties, to each other reciprocally. The na- 
val ports'and arsenals of the allies of Franee 


‘are, during such armistice, to be placed on 


the same footing with those of France ; 
the sities which are to precede permit ¢ 


of hostilities, aswell as all other matters re- 
Jating to such armistice, are to be regulated 
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according to the terms of this convention. | places of the second and third line which 
VII. This convention shall be ratified, and | were in a bad siate, in consequence of tie 
the ratifications shall be exchanged within | rapid march of the French armies having 
the term of ten days, or sooner, if the same | not been foreseen. Thus Asoppo, Palma- 


be practicable. 


/nova, Venice, Verona, and Lintz, had been 


To remedy the defects of this counter-pro- | neglected ; every day their fortifications are 
jet, Citizen Otto was directed to present the | repairing. Ulm, Ingoldstadt, although block 


following note, with a new projet for an ar- 
mistice, in which the cabinet was studious to 
insert all the stipulations of the English pro- 
jet, which were compatible with the inicrests 
of France. 
London, 21th Fructidor, An 8. 
The undersigned having transmitted to his 


government the note of his excellency Lord | 





Grenville, dated the 7th of September, with | 


the counter-projet which accompanied it, it 
- appeared to the First Consul, that the armi- 
slice, as it was proposed by the British go- 
vernment, was so contrived, as rot to offer 
any advantage to the French Republic; and, 
consequently, could not compensate to it for 
the serious inconveniences which would re- 
sult to it from the continuation of the conti- 
nental armistice. Whence it follows, that 
the counter-projet could only be admitted, as 
the question might simply be to settle the 
preliminaries of a particular arrancement be- 
tween France and England, by a truce alike 

rticular to the two states: but the effect of 


aded, are improving their means of defence ; 
and it is the armistice which procures to them 
this advantage; for at the moment when 
those places were invested, the enemy-thought 
only of besieging ours, and consequently 
their own were not prepared for so early aa 
attack. By the continental armistice, the 
impression made by the victories of the French 
armies diminish, their effects are weakened, 
Six months of repose would suffice to restore 
the moral and physical strength of the Aus- 
trian armies; to allow the conquered to re- 
cover from the impression of ascendancy ac- 
quired by the conquerors, and to make it 
necessary once more to regain that contingent 
superiority so well earned by the repubiic. 
It would also follow asa consequence of the 
continental armistice, that the kingdom of 


| Naples, now ,a prey to every kind of cala- 


mity, and containing all the seeds of insur- 





rection, might be re-organized, and furnish 
fresh resources to the enemies of France. It 
is by means of the armistice, in a word, that 


the proposed maritime truce, being intended | mes.are raising in Tuscany and in the marshes 


to serve as a compensation to the French Re- 
public for the continental truce, the former 
ought to afford it advantages equal to the in- 
conveniences which it derives from the lat- 


of Angona, that Austria is every where pre- 
| paring hew means of defence; that every 

where she is meliorating her position, which 
| perhaps was desperate, whilst the advantages 


ter. The undersigned is therefore directed | of the republic are diminishing or disappe?'- 


to make two proposals, of which his Britan- 
nic Majesty may choose that may appear to 
him most consonant to the interest of his 
dominions, or to his continental relations, 
The first is, that the projet for an armistice 
be drawn up and admitted in terms ana- 
lagous to those which have been proposed by 
the ministry of his Britannic Majesty, but 
solely under the supposition that this ar- 
mistice should be independent of the 
events of the continent, and relative only to 
a separate negotiation to be immediately 
opened between the two powers. The se- 
cond is, that his Britannic Majesty should 
continue to make common cause with the 
Emperor, but that, in that case, he should 
consent that the maritime truce may offer to 
_the French Republic advantages equal to 
those secured to the House of Austria by the 
continental trace. And with this view the 
- comparison may be easily settled. By the 
continental armistice the Court of Vienna 
acquires the means of re-organizing its armies, 
converting into men, arms, ammunition 

: England, Kind, the subsidies paid to it by 
3 of fortifying and victualling ifs 


‘ing. The First Consul has already made to 
_ the love of peace a sufficiently great sacriiice 
of those advantages: if he should continuc ‘ 
derive no beneft from them, it would n° 
longer be moderation, but weakness; : 
would no longer be the means of arriving 4 
‘the conclusion of peace, but that of perpel” 
ating the war. Perhaps in the judgment ° 
|statesmen, the French government a 
have already too long delayed to avail ope 
of the contingency which was favourab 
it; but it has only done so upon the pom Pa 
assurances which had been given to 1 cI 
speedy and separate peace. At this ogee 
when the two allied make insist _ “ha 
negotiation and a gen ce, . 
cen . rt well Boe that oe 
plicated a work is not to be mat are mn 
a few days, and it ought to avoid Pe fiamne” 
self in a position which would be of the 
trically opposite to the acceler © ical 
negotiations, by giving to UN 
powers, and principally to Austria; * 
interest to the discussions, 


: . g with 
greater advantage in the field of bait . 
5. 
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| provisions for fourteen days, is it aware that 
the greater part of those establishmentsare still 


| that, the season is drawing near, which, by 


| lusory, makes the proposed favour quite use- 


| the small number which remain to her of fo- 
 Telgn settlements, and how much England, 
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consequently with greater pretensions at the | 
congress. it is with the view of avoiding, | 
in part, so manifest an inconvenience, that | 
France requires that the maritime armistice | 
should be stipulated in such a manner as to be 
equivalent to the continental armistice, and 
as to place England, on its side, in the situa- 
tion of: being desirous of the conclusion of 
peace. The advantages which the repub- 
lic can and ought to expect from the na- 
val armistice are, the free navigation of 
her ships, and the facilities necesssary for 
her communications with Egypt, the isles 
of France and Reunion, and with her 
American colonies: and although sie should 
make use of it to send a few thousand men 
more to Egypt, do not the places belonging | 
to the Emperor daily acquire, in like manner, 

fresh strength upon the continent? With | 
respect to the victualling the harbours of the 
French Republic itself, internal means of 
circulation are not wanting; and this object 
is but of small importance to it. When the 
British government proposes that the harbours 
and places blockaded should only receive 








far from wanting provisions? and besides 
rendering a naval blockade almost always il- 


less. That if, besides, it be considered how 
little it is the interest of Great Britsin, if it 
be sincerely desirous of peace, to prevent 
France from preserving and consolidating 


by making new acquisitions of this nature, 
would augment still farther the uneasiness 
and jealousy of Europe; and the disposition 
Which it evinces not to see with inditference 
the unlimited extension of the power and 
Commerce of England, it will be acknow- 
ledged, at the same time, that the advan- 
= to be derived to the French Republic 
rom a maritime truce are admitted, that this 
truce would not be so very disadvantageous 
‘o England as her government appears to 
en. The undersigned is consequently 
rected to refer Lord Grenville to the double 
Proposition containeu in the present note. 
obie separate negotiation and peace be the 
Fo: of the armistice, they may be agreed 
wf n the form in which it is by the 
F mstry of his Britannic Majesty. If a joint 
oe aton and a general peace be the ob- 
ct, the armistice must be stipulated in the 
sae PP ee rant f the French | eae 
bythe jana, Will be subsequently ae 
4, C/&T-—In consideration of its havin 
| Yorn negotiations for a 
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peace should be immediately opened between 
the French Republic and its allies, on the 
one side, and his Imperial Majesty, his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, and their allies, on the other 


| side, and the armistice which has already 


been concluded between the armies of the 
French Republic and those of his Imperial 
Majesty may be prolonged, if an equivalent 
armistice should be concluded between the 
forces of the French Republic and those of 
his Britannic Majesty, the two governments 
have agreed to conclude the said armistice 
upon the following conditions :—Art. I. All 
hostilities both by sea and land between the 
tivo nations shall be suspended, and shall not 


| be renewed until after a month’s notification 


prior to the end of the armistice. In all 
parts of the world the armistice shall not be 
broken without the express order of the con- 
tracting governments; and hostilities shall 
not be renewed until a month after the noti- 
fication which may have been given by the 
general or Commanding officer of one of the 
two nations to that of the other nation, 
II. Orders shall be immediately transmitted 
by the two governments to the commandin 
officers in the several parts of the world, 
directing them to act in conformity with this 
convention. Passports shall be given to the 
persons who shall carry out these orders ; and 
the officers of his Britannic Majesty who shall 
travel through France for this purpose shall 
receive safe-conducts, and the necessary fa- 
cilities for accelerating theiz journey. III. All 
prizes made in any part of the world, during 
the continuance of the armistice, by any 
officer having actually received the natifica- 
tion of this convention, shall be restored : 
and generally (whether this notification shall 
have been made or not), all prizes made in 
the Channel, or in the North Seas, after 
twelve days, to be computed from the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this convention, 
shall be restored; and in regard to this ob- 
ject, the terms shall be fixed for the other 
rts uf the world conformably to the stipula- 
tions of the 22d article of the preliminaries of 
the last peace ; whence it results, that, com- 
puting from the day of the said exchange, all 
trading vessels of either nation shall have the 
power of putting out to sea, and of navi- 
gating freely as before the war. IV: Malta 
and Egypt shall be assimilated to the places in 
Germany, which, although blockaded by the 
French army, have been permitted to enjoy 
the benefit of the continental armistice. Malta 
shall be furnished with provisions for fifteen 
days at a time, at the rate of ten thousand 
rations per diem. With regard to Kgy 
six French — shall have the liberty of 
sailing from Toulon, of unlading at Alexan 
dria, and of returning without being searc* 
*M 
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ed, and without suffering any opposition dur. 
ing their passage, either from English ships. 
or from those of the ¢iiics of Great Britain. 
An English officer of rank shall, for this pur- 

se, embark on board one of the frigates, 
and shall irave! (urough France on his way t¢ 
Toulon. V. ‘The blockade of Brest, of Vou- 
lon, and of every other French port, 
raised; and all British captzins shall receive 
instructions not to interrupt the trade of any 
vessel either entering therein or going oui 
thereof. No ship of ihe line, however, of 
two or three decks, actually at anchor in th: 
said ports, shall be at liberty io go out before 
the renewal of hostilities, for t!l.e purpose of 
changing its station ; but frigates, sloops, and 
other small ships of war, may freely 20 out 
and navigate; and in the event of their | 
_ meeting at sea with chips belonging to hi: 
Britannic Majesty, they shall observe the 
customs established before the war. VI. The 
land forces in the pay of his Britannic Ma- 
jesty shali not have the power of disembarking 
in any port of Italy during the continuance of 
the present armistice. VII. The allies ot 
France, namely, Spain, the Batavian Re- 
public, and Genoa, shall participate in the 
benefit of the present armistice. (If his Bri. 
tannic Majesty :nsist upon including his allics 
in the armistice, they shall enjoy the same 
advaniages with those of France). VIII. The 
present convention shall be ratified, and the 
ratifications shall be exchanged, in the spacc 
of ten days, or sooner, if it should be pos- 
sible. 

The First Consul, wha would suffer no 
means to escape that might lead to a concilia- 
tion, made a double proposition. If Eng- 
land wished to engage in the common nego- 
tiation with Austria, he required that she 
shouid accede to the armistice which was 
proposed to her, on the consideration that 
there was but this way to establish some re- 


hall he 
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- semblance between the respective relations of 
the contracting powers, and to communicate 
to each the desire and the necessity of com- 
ing to a conclusion. If, on the contrary, 
England preferred entering into a separate ne- 
gotiation with France, the first Consul would 
accept the projet for an armistice presented 
by the Briiish ministry. What could he do 
more? Did he not givea new proof of his 
conciliatory disposition in delaying for eight 
days the renewal of hostilities against Aus- 
tria? So much moderation, attention, and 
even Complaisance, had no other effect than 
that of producing, on the part of the British 
government, the following official answer : 

Downing-street, 20th Sept. 1800. 
The note enclosed in M. Otto’s letter of 
the 16th instant, has been laid before the 








King. His Majesty has not seen in that paper 
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ny fresh suggestions on.the subject.of -a na. 
‘el armistice which can at ail vary t'¢ answer 
ransinitted to M, Otto on. the 7th instant. 
Nither bis Majesty's known engagements to 
ais alugs, nor his desire, so recently ex 
Dressed, to contribuic to the restoration cf ¢ 
neral tranquillity in Europe, will admit of 1s 
separating his interests from those of the 
bowers with whom he is connected in the 
prosecution of the war; much less could he 
entertain the idea of consenting, for such a 
purpose, to any naval armistice; a measure 
which he has aiready declared to be totally 
inapplicable to a separate discussion of th: 
interesis of Great Britain and France. T}: 
proposal being, therefore, one which the 
French government must have known that 
his Majesty could not accept, the supposed 
aiternative professed to be offered to his 
Majesty’s choice, amounts to nothing more 
than to the simple renewal of. a demand ¢l- 
ready rejected. No fresh inducement is 
stated which should now dispose his Majesty 
to consent to those conditions of armistice lor 
joint negotiations which he had betore cox- 
sidered as wholly inadmissible. From inivr- 
mation received since the last communi: 
tions on this subject took place, his Me- 
jesty bas observed, with equal surprise and 
concern, that the orders for giving notice ol 
the termination of the continental armisuce 
must actually have been dispatched tron 
Paris at the very time when the continusnc 
of that armistice was propesed to his Majesty 
as ihe condition and inducement Jor 4 wr 
time truce: and if in addition to this crcvu 
stance his Majesty were to collect the pre 


aime 


sent dispositions of his enemies from the 


terms respecting his conduct and views WI") 
which their recert communications wih ©» 
allies are filled, the conclusion must be wu 
tremely unfavourable to the exislence 0 4 
disposition to conciliation. is Majesty 
however, stiil willing to waive all referens 
to these considerations, and to iJgrmee 
conduct by the motives which he has aw 
explained. He still looks, thereiore, Ae 
naval armistice on suitable conditions © 
sacrifice which he may be induced PP a 
in order to prevent the renewal of see 
en the continent, and thereby ‘0 - a 
these joint negotiations for Caye aa ~ 
which might perhaps be accelerat 3 ates 
arrangement, although they are °y hen itis 
neressarily dependant on it. Ot ee which 
required that the extent of the “= tated 
his Majesty is to make should ‘ality, 0° 
neither by any fair standard of SF ern sud 
by the ordinary rules which g° reference 
transactions ; when, without apy he iscalled 
to the interests of his own people, to the & 
upon to proportion hjs comcession* 
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aogerated estimates which his enemies have 
formed of tne benefits derived to his allies 
frora the continental armistice ; and when, on 
such grounds as these, conditions are insisied 
on which even these could not warrant, it 
becomes necessary to state distinctly that his 
Majesty neither recognizes this principie, nor, 
if he did, could he agree in this application 
of it. His Majestv is not, indeed, called 
upon to appreciate the relative advantages 
which the prolcugation of the continental 
armistice might really afford to each of the 
belligerent powers; but even of those cir- 
cumstances which are enumerated by tle 
French government as exclusively advanta- 
geous to Austria, many are evidently bene- 
ficial to both parties, and are so nearly to an 
ecu l extent. 
pose which has already clapsed, the Austrian 


armies have been re-established, recruited, 


and reinforce!, France has not been inatten- 
live to the same measures. If the subsidies 
whic his Majesty has furnished are applied 


by h’s ally to the formation or transport of | 


magazines, France has appropriated to simi- 
l'r purposes the rigorous contributions ex- 
acted from these countries which the exist- 
ence of an armistice has not exempted from 
that calamity. The places in the rear of the 
Austrian army have been repaired; but the 
Position of the French armies has also been 
irenctuened; and cven the blockaded towns 
liay perhaps suffer mere from the increased 
lencsth of the blockade, than they can profit 
by -ny internal measures for improving their 
Ccicnce, Into other points of comparison 
tis Majesty forbears to cnter. No part of 
‘he varied successes of the continental war 

| 4ppears to him to entitle his enemies to pre- 
) Same oa any ascendant over the spirit of the 
‘‘ustrlan armies. But were the assertions of 
te French government in these respects 
» bots r grounded than his Majesty conceives 
‘hem to be, the principle liself would still be 
inaimissible, It is impossible that his Ma- 
J*sty can admit that compensation is to be 
demanded trom him for the extent of those 
hie ye Be . ar er Os y may Arig be, wl ‘ich 
of the arate St rom the Cpohipuapre 
$s in Re 8 yet even such compensation 
n a great degree offered by his Majesty. 
tetas Toe to a naval armistice on such 
Maca: ve Nrcay been acceded to_on his 
cific YS part, he has made considerable sa- 
€s, and placed within ie reach of .his 
 cmics great and obvious advantages which 
T representation in vain endeavours to 


depreciate ; he has thereby give 
5 ereby given to all Eu- 
LPS a strong pledge :0 his ‘concern for the 


Bcferal we to set a decided 
oof of pacific isposit ee ie rield to 
Present demand, would be to sac 


sacrifice 










If, during the interval of re- | 
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' those means of present defence, and those 
| pledges of future security, which have been 
acquired by such great and memorable efforts, 
'and which he can never be expected to fore- 
vo ull the result of those negotiations, in 
which he has declared his readiness to con- 
‘cur, shall have crowned his endeavours for 
the happiness of his people by the restora- 
| tion of sate and honourable peace. 
| GRENVILLE. 
This note, so far from offering a suliable 
decision on the question of the maritime ar- 
mistice, contained nothing but difficulties and 
assertions, which it was the duly of Citizen 
Oito to refute without delay, afier the pro- 
vident and detailed instructions that he has 
received from Paris. This was the object of 
the fellowing note : 
LHereford-sircet, 1st Vendimiaire, An 9. 
| During the whole course of the negotiation 
| with which the undersigned has been charged, 
| 
| 


ee 


he has had cause to regret that the want of 
| more direct communications with his Ma- 


jesty’s ministry has rendered it impossible for 
| him to give to his official overtures the ne- 
| cessary explanations. This inconvenience 
| is rendered still more striking by the result 
of his last communications, to which the note 

| which he had the honour to receive on the 
¢ 20th of this month is an answer. The first 
| part of this note appearing to intimate a doubt 
| respecting the sincerity of the dispositions of 
| the French government to begin negotiations 
| for a general peace, the undersigned cannot 
| avoid entering into some details upon this 
subject, which will fully justify the conduct 
of the First Consul. ‘Lhe proposed aitern: + 
| tive of a separate peace, in the event of his 
Majesty’s not accepting the conditions for a 
| general armistice, far from evincing a want 
of sincerity, furnishes, on the contrary, the 
_strongest proof of the conciliatory disposi- 
‘tions of the First Consul: it is a necessary 
consequence of the declaration made by the 
undersigned the 4th of this month. In.effect, 
he has had the honour to apprize the British 
ministry, that if. that armistice be not con- 
cluded before the .11th of September, hos- 
tilities well have been renewed with Austriz, 
| and that in that case the First Consul will no 
longer be able, with regard to this power, to 
consent to any except a separate and com- 
plete. peace. That armistice was not con- 
cluded at the date fixed upon; it was there- 
fore.natural.eventually to a a@ separate 
peace with Austria, and — ing to the same 
supposition, a ¢ in like manner separate 
Goh, rent Brivain, unless it is thought thet 
the calamities with which.a great part of 
‘Europe. has been for eight years past .op- 
essed, should be continued without .other 
‘hope of termination than that of the complete 
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destruction of one of the belligerent powers. 
It is not therefore the ‘French government 
which proposes to his Majesty to separate 
his interests from those of -his allies; but 


“< 
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vinced of the sincerity of their intentions 
and because the opinion which they may 
have of that sincerity is the only pledge for 
the success of the negotiations. With re- 





having in vain attempted to unite them in a 
common centre, and finding them separated 
in fact by the refusal of England to lay down | 
on the altar of peace some special advantages 
of which France had already made a sacri- 
fice, the First Consul has given a fresh proof | 
of his dispositions, by pointing out another | 
means of reconciliation which the course of | 
events will bring about sooner or Iaer. In | 
conformity with the advice which the under- 
signed had transmitted on the 4th of this | 
month, notification was given of the cessation 
of the continental armistice at the term which 
had been fixed upon; but the counter-projet 
of the British ministry, dispatched by the 
undersigned upon the 8th of this month, 
having reached Paris on the 10th, and lis 
Imperial Majesty having appeared to be con- 
vinced that his ally would not withhold his 
> consent to an admissible armistice, the First 
Consul determined again to retard for eight 


| spect tothe second point in the note which 


the undersigned has had the honour of re. 
ceiving, he is to refer to his letter of the 
16th, in which he informed his excellency 
Lord Grenville, that he was directed to give 
satisfactory explanations relative to the pria- 
cipal ebjections of tie British government to 
the propesed armistice, and entreated him, at 
the same time, to facilitate the means of ver- 
bal communications with the ministry. It 
was therefore difficult to believe that the 
French government would adhere, without 
any modification, to its first overtures; for in 
that case it would have been quite useless to 
solicit for an interview, in order to give sa 
tisfacterv explanations. In speaking of the 
compensations requisite, in order to place 
the naval armistice upon a footing with the 
continental truce, his Majesty’s ministry 
think that there is some preponderance in the 





balance settled by the French government. 


days the renewal of hostilities. Orders were | A forma! discussion upon this point would un- 


immediately dispatched to the armies of Ger- 
many and Italy, and in the event of those orders 
_ arriving too late in the last-mentioned coun- 
try, and of the French generals having ob- 
tained successes in consequence of any mili- 
tary operation, they are ordered to resume 
that position which they oceupied on the pre- 
cie day on which hostilities were recom- 
menced. The simple relation of these facts 


doubtedly be displaced, after the various 
suceesses of a war which has produced so 
many extraordinary events. It is difficult to 
doubt of the moral influence of those events 
upon armics, upon nations, upon govern 
ments themselves; and the deductions whic 
may be drawn from it at present, appear (0 
justify the opinion which the undersigned 





will, without doubt, be sufficient to prove | 
that the French government never can have 

intended to cover, by pretended negotiations, 
a fresh attack upon Austria; and that, on the 
contrary, it has acted throughout this nego- 
tiation with that frankness and loyalty which 
can alone ensure that re-establishment of ge- 
neral tranquillity which his Majesty and his 
ministers have so much at heart. It would 
be in vain to look for proofs of a contrary in- 
tention in some expressions contained in the 


official communications of the French govern- | 


ment to the allies of his Majesty; more espe- 
cially if such proofs were attempted to be 
drawn from one of the last letters written to 
Baron Thugut, which the undersigned might 
have communicated himself, if he had found 
an opportunity. That letter would prove, 
that the French government, always a friend 


to peace, appeared to complain of the inten- 
tions of Great ‘Britain only because it had 
every reason to believe them contrary to a 
solid system of pacification. The undersign- 
ed has entered into these de 


has felt it his duty to state. If there be any 
exaggeration in this opinion, it is shared with 
the enemies of the republic themselves, 2° 
have employed every effort to prolong the 
truce, and whe have not scrupled to use t¢ 
means of pretended negotiations 1 order ‘0 
gain time. The preliminaries signed OF 
Count de St. Julien, and disavowed by ¥ 
court, are a memorable example of this; 
and the prolongation of the continental al vf 
stice must necessarily be considered asta 
crifice on the part of the republic, et 
every effort has been employed to extor' 
consent to it. But even whilst his rach ‘ 
ministry admit the existence of this _— 
they formally declare that an analogrr et 
fice cannot be expected to be made on ge ) 
of his pe § - It certainly does not engage 
France to judge how far his Majesty? 0 
ments with his allies may counteract! tohave 
tion in this gespect; but France appe* "sine 


r because, |' First 


on the eve of negotiatioris whik ~may' be en-'| plec 
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though the hopes of the enemies of the French 
Republic should be excited by his modera- 
tion, it shall always be the sole guide of his 
actions. Notwithstanding this difference in 
the manner of viewing several questions ac- 
cessory and preliminary to the proposed pa- 


cification, the undersigned cannot but con- | 
gratulate himself on finding, in all the com- | 


munications which he has hitherto had the 
honour of receiving, the same assurances of 
his Majesty’s disposition to employ his efforts 
pa the re-establishment of the tranquil- 
lity of een and he will neglect no op- 
portunity of placing this disposition in its 
strongest light to his government. Orro. 

Lord Grenville replied in the following 
manner :— 

Downing-street, Sept. 25, 1800. 

It is by no means the wish of the British 
government to prolong a written controversy 
on the circumstances to which the first part 
of M. Otto's note of the 23d inst. principally 
relates; it is however necessary, in order to 
vindicate the accuracy of the former state- 
ment which the undersigned was directed to 
make, that the dates of those facts should, in 
reply to M. Otto’s note, be more particularly 
detailed ; but this will be done without add- 
ing any fresh comment upon them. The 
first proposal made to his Majesty, on the 
part of France, for a naval armistice ground- 
ed on that of the continent, was dated on the 
24th of August. The notices for terminat- 
ing the continental armistice were given by 
the French generals. on the 27th and 29th of 
August; the orders for that purpose must 
therefore have been actually sent from Paris 
before the 24th. His Majesty’s answer was 
transmitted by the undersigned to M. Otto 
on the 29th, the very day on which the last 
of the notices was given in Germany. ‘That 
answer referred to the Austrian armistice as 
still existing; and it was not till the 4th of 
September that the first intimation was re- 
ceived here of the measures taken in Ger- 
many for giving notice of its termination.— 
With respect to the letter of Mf. Talleyrand 
to Baron de Thugut, to which M. Otto re- 
fers, it was also dated the 24th August. The 
French government, so far from being at 
that time entitled to consider his Majesty's 
intentions as hostile to the re-establishment of 
a solid system of pacification, was then ac- 
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tions for peace, will be found in the facilities 
it may afford for expediting both the com- 
mencement and the successful termination of 
that negotiation into which the King and his 
ally the Emperor of Germany have already 
expressed their willingness to enter, and 
which can alone, by a general and compre- 
hensive arrangement of the interests of all 
the parties concerned in this extensive war, 
afford to Europe the hope of solid and per- 
manent tranquillity. With respect to the 
supposed case, in which it is stated, that 
France would not agree to, treat with Austria 
but for a separate peace, the fortune of war 
can alone decide on the means of realizing 
such a pretension; but whenever it shall be 
insisted on by France, after the experience 
of what has already passed, it will afford to 
all other powerg. not a presumption only, but 
the painful and decided conviction, that the 
French government has no real desire to put 
a final and conclusive period to the calami- 
ties of Eurepe. No man who considers the 
past events of this contest with attention, or 
who is capable of judging with accuracy of 
the present situation of affairs, can believe 
that, if the present war is to be terminated 
only by a succession of separate treaties be- 
tween the different powers now engaged in 
it, any permanent or solid basis of general 
tranquillity could be established. As his Ma- 
jesty has, in compliance with M. Otto’s 
wishes, authorised a proper person to confer 
with him respecting the different proposals 
for a naval armistice, it is unnecessary to add 
any thing here on that subject. This step af- 
fords a new proof of his Majesty’s @sposi- 
tions to lend himself to every reasonable fa- 
cility which can contrivute to a general paci- 
fication, and every part of his Majesty’s con- 
duct will be ‘te conformable to those dis- 
positions, GRENVILLE. 
The negociation relative to the maritime 
armistice must now be considered as, in a 
great measure, broken off; and, on both 
sides, an end was put to those discussions, 
which were rendered useless by the rapid 
succession of military events, as well as by 
the conclusion of a treaty of peace at Lune- 
ville, between France and the Emperor, 20th 
Prairial, An 9.—Qn the 29th of this month 
Citizen Otto transmitted, from London, the 
first account of the-dismissal of Messrs, Pitt, 
Dundas, and Grenville. One of the. first 
acts of the new ministry was to revoke the 
orders which had been issued against the fish- 
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renew the negotiations for the restoration of sperity undisturbed, which can arise only 


peace so often broken off by their predeces- | from the peace of the seas. 
Lord | 


sors;.and on the 2th Ventose, 


Orto. 
Citizen ‘Otto announced, at the same time, 


Hawkesbury transmitted to Citizen Oito the | that he had received the instructions and 


foliowing note :— | 


Loudon, 21st Marvh, 1801. 


The undersigned has received the com- | 


mands of the King, to communicate to the 
French govern) nent the dispositions of his 
Maje sty immediately to enter on nego’ iations 
for the restoration of peace, and to declare 
that is Majesty is ready to send to Paris, or 
any other suitable place, a minister fullv au- 
thorised to give every necessary explanation, 
as well as to negec’ ate and conclude, in the 
name of his Mayes ty, 
country and France. HawkEsBury 

The First Consul, whose dispositions for 
peace had not cha: wed for a moment, eagerly 
received this overture ; 
thanever, that, in the complication of inte- 
rests which a war of cight years had 
Strangely perplexed, a pompous negoiiatio: 
was not calculsied to produce a prompt re- 
-establishment of peace, he directed ‘Citizen 
Oito to present the following note, in whic: 
he-propused, previously, to agree to a gene- 
ral sispension of hostilities, or even to pre- | 
hminary articles of paci’ cation. 

12:h Germinnl, An 9 

The undersigned has communicated to his | 
government the nofe of his Excellenc y Lore 
Hawkesbury, dated 2ist.of March, 1sol.— 
The First Consul retains his constant love of 
peace ; and the undersigned is specially di- 
rected to communicate the lively satisfaction 
felt by the First Consul, on perceiving that 
the British Cabinet is at last disposed to put 
_an end to the misery which,. for cig! it years, 
has desolated Europe. 7 ‘he c ampaign is be- 
ginning: the fleets of his Britannic Majesty 
appear ready to carry war into the bosom of 
the Baltic; the continental powcrs are pre- 
pared to attack Portugal and Hanover. How 
Can it he expected, thut, amidst these war- 
like preparations, and these new causes of 
e ration, a public regotiation could be 
successful, without agreeing to some prelimi- 
nary principles ? Would it not be more ina- 
tural to’ precede a‘nevotiation by a suspension 
of hostilities? or, ii ‘the obstacles to a Sus- 
pension’of maritime force ate more difficult 
to remove, even than the re-establishment 
Of peace itself, would it not, at least, be 
more stiitable to come to a previous under- 
Standing on whe Sa of the latter? The un- 
dersigned has all the powers and instructions | 
Sider eee ive Lord T{awkesbury the ad- | ; 

Gidea! exptetatians: which his excellency |r 


tan desire. The Firt Consul will regard th Ma 


that as thie amie Str 


of his life whien | 
the com of Europe 


“enjoy its ‘pro- | 





| tiations which 


powers necessary for either of the two nego- 
should be preferred. The an- 
swer of Lord Hawkesbury was conceived in 
ihe following terms :— 
2d April, 1801. 

The undersigned Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, dees not lose a moment in 
acquainting M. Otto, that his Majesty feels a 
real satisfaction on learning that the senti- 
ments of the French government for the re- 


| establishment of peace are conformable to hiis 


a treaty between this | 


ewn. From the manner in which the over- 
tures of his Majesty have been received at 
Paris, he has every reason to hope that this 


desirable ‘object will: be obtained, for the 


but, convinced more | 








mutual interest and happiness of both n2- 
tions. As to the proposition of an armistice, 
which is suggested as a fair alternative, the 


| difficulties foreseen in the note of M. Oito 
| are of a nature to render them insurmount- 
| able, or, at all events, to occasion consider- 


able delays: but the other proposition, an 
intmediate, full and confidenti.l communi 
cation, respect ng the terms and preliminaries 
of peace, is entirely conformable to the 
Wishes of his Majesty. The undersigned 
will be authorized, ina very few days, to 
enter into a negotiation with M. Otto; and 
he will receive the necessary powers to bring 
this important business to a very prompt tr: 
minztion. HawkKeEssury. 
This note proves, that the British govern 
ment acceded to the proposition for opening 
ihe negotiation on the preliminary articles ; 
and the discussions for that purpose were be- 
gin on the 14th Germinal. The English 
minister endeavoured, at first, to bring “for- 


| ward ail the for rmer pretensions of his court ; 


and some of ihe events which had taken 

place in the North of Europe (the passage of 

ihe English fleet into the Sound, and the uo- 
¢ xnected death of the Emperor Paul I.) # 
having contributed to give confidence to the 
British cabinet. In bis second conference, 
Lord Hawkesbury cnr ares to Citizen Otto, 
a sketch, without any signature, 
ditions which he proposed. should form 
preliminaries of pacification. 

Apergu, in the propos 

tury.—Flis Majesty. oposes | 
government, to'c 
its allies, @ 
French sovernmet 
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Cape of Good Hope, on condition that it 
shall be a free port, Goree, Surinam, Cura- 
cao, Saint Lucia, the Saints, St. Pierre and 
Miquelon, Minorca... The Batavian Repub- 
lic shall grant to the House of Orange an 
entire indemnity for ihe ioss which ut has suf 
fered in iis property. If authentic informa- 
tion should be received, previous to the sig- 
naiure of the preliminaries, of the evacuation 
of Egypt by the French troops, or of a con- 
ven.ion concluded to that effect, his Majesty 
will not hold himself bound to subscribe to 
the above conditions in ail their extent. 

The First Consul ordered Citizen Olto to 
be informed, that he could consider these 
first propositions of the English minister only 
asa means of gaining time; that there cer- 
tainly could be no idea of their being seriously 
discussed; that there was some difference 
between the fifth and the ninth year of the 
republic; that le would consent oniy to an 
honourable peace, founded on a just equili- 
brium of the different parts of the world; 
and that, with such a view of things, he 
could not leave, in the hands of i.ngland, 
countries and establishments of such immense 


weight in the balance of Europe, as those | 


which she demanded. During several weeks, 


the discussions went on and extended to a 
To give them more ac- | 


considerable length. ¢ 
tivity, the First Consul ordered Citizen Oto 
to deliver the fellowing note io Lord Hawkes- 
bury :— 7 
_ Hereford-street, 12 Prairial, An 9. 
The French government sees with con- 
cern, that, from the first overtures made by 
his Britannic Majesty, to enter on negotia- 
lions respecting peace, two months are 
assed away, without being able io fix the 
4818 Of a pacification so unportant fo the two 
nations and all Europe. In the actual staie 
of things, it cannot be presumed that certain 
military events, and, above all, the opera- 
ions ot some small armies, that bear so in- 
Considerable a proportion to the real and 
‘sposable force of the two countries, ought 
to influence, essentially, a measure whose 
object it is to produce a system capabie of 
re-establishing peace, and. securing its dura- 
Hon. The public declarations of the British 
minister have informed Europe of the deter- 
mination of his Britannic Majesty, to iabour 
in the work of a 3 ification, .wi 
general fication, .with- 
Out suffering himself to be dazzled by suc- 
Cess, or Ps rae: by misfortune. These 
Sentiments are participated by the First Con- 
Thee’ bis council, and the whole nation. 
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form a balance between two powerful na- 
tions, can no more influence the conditions 
of a maritime peace, than of a continental 
peace; and whatever may be the fate of 
forces employed upon the Nile, the Tagus, 
or any other quarter, Mt is incontestible that 
the pretensions and respective interésts will 
remain always the saine; and that the object 
of the pacification will be, invanably, to re- 
establish an equilibrium which at once em- 
braces the possessions and the commerce of 
iwo powers in difierent parts of the globe. 
To attain this object, the French govern- 
ment, reckoning more and more on the sin- 
cerity of the British minisiry, requests tuat 
he negotiations may take a more official cha- 
‘acter: and that the ministry will eonmuni- 
cate to the undersigned, in writing, the pro- 
positions it proposes to make on the basis 
that .:s Majesty shall have thoug!.t proper to 
adopt, for the establishment of a definitive 
and general peace. The well-known fivm- 
ness of the French government, and its 
means of defence, would be suflicient to set 
aside any condition that might be incom- 
patible with the honour and the dignity of 
the republic; if even the principles of jy tice 
and moderation that the ministry of his bri- 
tannic Majesty has hitherto pr fessed, were 
not to be considered as pleages of his sincere 


‘desire to shorten the negotiations by offers 





— 


analogous to tliese prin: ipies. Orro. 

On a demand made to Lord Hawkesbury, 
that he would specify his propositions tor the 
re-establishment.of peace, he answered by 
referring to the Apergu which he had given 
to Citizen Otto, in an early part of April; 
and, without particularizing the articles it 
contained, requested that the French govern- 
invent would also make known its propositions. 
His note 1s as follows :— 

| Downing-street, June 6, 1801, 

The undersigned, first Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, has laid betore the King 
the note presented by M.. Otto on the Ist 
inst. His Majesty has never ceased to pre- 
serve the sincere desire that he manifested at 
the commencement of the negotiation, to 
conduct to a speedy conclusion, the war 
which unhappily exists between the two 
countries. “The delays which might take 
place in the course of the negotiation, can- 
net, on any. account, be atiributed to. his 
Majesty: and if it was thought more cunve- 
nient to carry on the necessary discussions by 
verbal communications, rather tan by the 
more usual means of ofhcial notes, it was be- 
cause that mode, proposed by the French go- 
vernment, was best calculated to bring 


ty two countries to a full and cicar understand- 





already, on. several occasions, i.ade M. Otto 
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acquainted with what appeared to his Ma- 
jesty’s government to be the most suitable 
means of negotiation, and on what conditions 
peace might be concluded. This basis can 
be established only on just and equitable 
principles, taking into consideration all the 
circumstances of the war, and the relative 
state of the belligerent powers at the moment 
of nogotiation. His. Majesty is so far from 
being influenced by any view of ambition 
and aggrandizement, that he would . most 
willingly abandon all the conquests which 
have been made during the present war, on 
condition that the powers of the continent 
should recover the situation which they pos- | 
sessed before the commencement of hostili- 
ties in 1722. But if there should be an opi- 
nion that an arrangement ef this nature was 
impracticable in the actual state of Europe, 
in this case his Majesty would be obliged to | 
have recourse to some other principle equally | 
just and reasonable; and he thinks that !c 
has the right to expect, thal the French go- 
vernment will acquiesce in his being jvsti- 
fied, from the success of his arms, to retain 
a part of his conquests, from a sense of giv- 
ing security to his dominions, and serving as 
a counterpoise to the important accuisitions 
of territory obtained by France on the conti- 
nent. Conformably to this principle, the 
undersigned has remitted to M. Ouio, the 
14th of last April, a memorial, wherein were 
laid down, the terms to which his Majesiy 
was disposed to accede as conditions of 
peace; and also, to give the most unequivo- | 





views, and of his sincere desire for the re- 
turn’ of tranquillity, his Majesty does not 
hesitate to declare, that he is not disposed to 

$ . . 7 
avail himself of -the ‘circumstances’ which 
have since presented themselves, though ever 
so important to the interest of ‘his states, by 
asking for terms more advantagtous than 
those that have been stated in this memorial ; 
therefore, his Majesty refers again to this 
memorial, on the subject of those principles 
on which peace can be concluded between 
the two countries. If the French govern- 
ment has any propositions to make, different 
from those that have been mentioned, and 
which in its judgment may conduce to peace, 
his. majesty is ready to give them the highest 
consideration. Hawkesbury. 

Citizen Otto received from his govern- 
ment the following note, which he inclosed 
as an answer to Lord Hawkesbury :— 

, 26th Prairial, An 9. 

The undersigned having transmitted to his 
ere the note of his excellency Lord 

Tawkesburys, dated the 6th of June, is di- 
rected to address the following answer to 
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first wish of the French government: and 
during twenty months, it has-not ceased to 
manifest its dispositions to that object. In 
the month of Nivose, year 8, it Proposed to 
the British government to treat ot peace, and 
its proposition was repulsed. During the 
negotiations with Austria, the French: governi- 
ment reiterated the proposition of a separate 
negotiation with England, and even of a ge. 
neral negotiation, if the court of London 
would put itself in the same positicn rela- 
tive to France as the court of Vienna had 
done, by the preliminary conclusion of a mari- 
time armistice, analogous to that of the con- 
finent, which was altogether in favour of 
Austria. This proposition was also rejected: 
and if at this moment, when the negotiation 
is opened between the iwo states, tlie British 
government participates in the wish for 
peace, it is very easy to give a proof of it, 
since it possesses, from its immense con- 
quests, the pledge of a general peace. At 
the same time it must be szid, that the 
incere disposition to peace is not visible 
2 «the «propositions presented by Lord 
Hawkesbury. Canthe court of London, if 
it is sincere in its ‘wishes for peace, and now 
that the allies are concentrating their means 
against it, pretend to preserve conquests, 
which she owes only to the disorders of the 
French revolution, and the efforts of the coa- 
lition? Nevertheless, it is acknowledged, 
that the great events which have happened 
in Europe, and the changes that have taken 
place in the boundaries of the great states of 
the continent, might authorize a part of the 
demands of the Britis!s government ; but how 
can itdemand, as an ultimatum, the keeping 
of Malta, of Ceylon, of all the countries col 
quered from Tippoo Saib, of Trinidad, mar 
tinico, &c.? . The undersigned is authori 

to demand of Lord Hawkesbury, if, in yn 
the French government should accede to na 
arrangements proposed for the East Indies by 
= bed ame 
England, ‘and should adopt the status | “a 
bellum for Portugal, his Britannic Majest} 
would consent that the status ane bellune 
should be re-established in the Mediterrane® 

: OrTTo. 
and America? 


Until this period, England had affected 10 - 


appear'tranquil on the subject of i 
» sed the French -and Spanish aye ‘ 
united, had, in the space of a few wee 
duced Portugal to the last extrem)» rn 
negotiation had been concluded, in W : 
court of Lisbon was compelled oest treaty 
greatest sacrifices. In fact, the dy ion ) 
concluded at Badsice eet y 

Vv rigorous conditions on | inst 
aiacign of which were directed 299 
England. Nevertheless, a made know" 


t 
H hi. 


* in 
$0) 
me 8 6—n 
: shi 
wa 

to! 

. ¥ ' Lo 


r 


| 
me 

job 

the 

witl 

goti 

the 

tight 

sult, 

follo 

tuga 

oe (Of tl 
e Vesst 
shall 
q allies 
Fran 

two ( 
ther) 
out it 
count 
betw 
treaty 
time, 
trom { 

P the fy 
E mitied 
B tion o 
$0005 
Nation: 
mcdiat 

4 footing 
Comme 
stipulat 
French 
the ag 
treaty, 
known 
Pent s 
tiaries ] 
the Firs 
Sy him 
ther as 
the sam 
part fro, 
Sbon 4 
hould b 
Ortugal 
Bon for 
Un¢ 
: Ue’ 
’ COntip 
Onsul ¢ 


Vor, 




























































































“~~ ™ SU 


a 


" 
i 


a) 
oe 


ne 
ty 
he 


sul 


(116 


1183] NEGOTIATION witn ENGLAND. 
his refusal to England, declaring freely, that | mission of the Portuguese government, and 
in the advantagesegained over Portugal, heonly | leave the fate of this country to the British 
sought for the means of compensation to offer | cabinet, who is called upon to decide it, by 
es England, in exchange for the restitutions she its answer to the last propositions which it 
should make to the allies of France. This has received, viz. if it will admit the status 
was the object ofa note, addressed from Paris aute bellum for Portugal as an equivalent for 
to Citizen Otto, and which he transmitted to | the status ante belln tor America. The Bri- 
Lord Hawkesbury. It was as follows :— ' tish government will not fail seeing, in the 
27th Prairial, An 9. -| frankness of this measure, the desire to act 

The war with Portugal having been pur- | wih tenderness towards a feeble power, who, 
sued with ardour, and the province of Alente- | throughout the war, has acted no other part 
io having been conquered by the Spaniards, ; but that of an [English province; and to 
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My 
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the Prince Regent dispatched M. de Pinto 
with full powers to treat of peace. The ne- 
gotiation was opened at Badajoz, between 
the ambassador of the republic and the Por- 
tuguese envoy. A kind of treaty was thie re- 
sult, whose principal stipulations were as 
follow :—That all the ports and roads in Por- 
tugal, as well in Europe as in the other parts 
of the world, shall be shut against English 
vessels, whether of war or commerce, and 
shall remain open to those of France and its 


France and England. That the limits of the 
tvo Guwianas shall be determined in future by 
the river Arrawari, whose navigation, through- 
out its course, shall be common to the two 
countries. That the commercial relations 
between the two countries shall be fixed by a 
treaty of commerce ; but that, in the mean 
lime, the goods and merchandize proceeding 
| trom the soil and manufactures of each of 
| the two countries, will be reciprocally ad- 
 Mitied, without being subject to any prohibi- 
tion or any duty but in common with similar 
| $90¢3 and merchandize imported by other 
/hations; that the French cloth shall be im- 
| cdiately introduced into Portugal on the 
FP footing of the most favoured branch of 
commerce, Further, this treaty contains the 
pS"pulation of an indemnity in favour of the 
| t rench government.—But whatever mav be 

(he advantages which would result from this 
treaty, the undersigned is directed to make 


—. respectively, will not be ratified by 
Sa ( onsul, and will only be considered 
gi asa minute of conferences, and ra- 
the a Projet than a definitive treaty : at 
- — time, the First Consul, not to de- 
M. Sy the declaration made at L’Orient to 
he. TaN IG, that peace with the court of 
wer ~ae not be concluded, till the allies 
Portugal, in possession of three provinces of 
ion fF which might serve as a compensa- 
ry. of their colonies i a general peace. 
. must add, that in givin 

a to the French army to be somes 

ue the attacksof Portugal, the First 


Vor. guigned to avail himsrlf of the sub- 





















allies, to the conclusion of a peace between | 


snowe to Lord Hawkesbury, that the instru- | 
vent signed between the two plenipoten- } Continent. 
| Sincere desire to re-establish peace, and by that 


avoid every thing which, by exasperating the 
two cabinets, would injure the negotiation 
entered upon by them, and would prepare 
for humanity new sybjects for tears. 
! OrtTo. 

Lord Hawkesbury replied by the following 
note :— 

Downing-street, June 25, 1801; 

The undersigned, first Secretary of State 
| to his Majesty for Foreign Affairs, has the 
| honour to mention the receipt of two notes 
which have been forwarded to him by M, 
Otto, on the 18th inst. He shall abstain trom 
making any reflection on the motives which 
| prevented his Majesty from entering into the 
negotiation in the month of January, 1800, or 
on the circumstances which opposed his en- 
| deavours, during the present year, to obtain 
_a general peace. The undersigned will, 
| however, make some remarks on the nego- 
i tiation in question. The French govern- 
ment appears to admit the incontestible jus- 
tice of the pretensions of his Majesty to pres 
serve a part of his conquests, by way of com- 
pensation for the great acquisitions of terri- 
tory which France has made on the conti- 
nent. His Majesty has already proved the 
moderation of his pretensions by the demands 
contained in the propositions sent to M. Otto. 
'It cannot be doubted that his Majesty, in 











| preserving every thing he has gained by his 


arms in the course of this war, does not over- 


| balance the extent and importance of the ac- 


quisitions and influence of France on the 
But his Majesty, animated by a 


spirit of moderation which can alone procure 
it, has declared his intention to make im- 
portant concessions to France and its allies, and 
to keep those possessions only which it may 
judge necessary for the support and security. 
of his states. M. Otto, by his first note of 
the 18th January, announces to his Majesty, 
that the French government is willing to ad~ 
mit the conditions proposed relative to the 
East Indies, and the status ante bellum for 
Portugal; provided his Majesty would cone 
sent to the status ante bellum for the Medites 
ranean and America. By the status ar@ 
bellum in the Mediterranean, his Majesig. 
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} ' a f, ar n Ana ° 
understands that the French government | signed, alter having made such observations 


wishes, on is part, not only that Egypt 


| 

should be restored to the Grand Seignior, but | 
that the integrity of the Ottoman empire | 
, ta MF r=? <,¢ a { 

should be secured. ‘This. proposition, exten- | 
sive as it 1s, cannot in any way produce the | 
results that it aunounces, nor re-establish the | 
two nations In the s/atus ante helium in the | 
Mediterranean. It world be also necessary | 
that the *rench government should evacuete | 
the country of Nice, and all the states of the | 
Kine of Sardinia; that the Grand Duke of 


Tuseiny should be re-established, and_ that 
the rest of Italy siould recover its indepen- 
idence. If that cannot be, and that France 
Is to preserve a part of the influence which 

n Italy, his Majesty 
is lesitimutely anthorzed to keep the island of 
Mi la. 0 
jecis, and to watch at least over the interests 
of Great Britein in that part of the world. 
The proposition’ mentioned in the second 
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orotect the commerce of his sub- | 





note ot the 28th inst. on the siatus ante bel- | 


dum in America, as a compensation of the | 


status anie beloun as relative to Portucal, ap- 
pears‘to be unjust. The undersigned, in 
his note of the 14th April, has already regu- 
lated the concessions that his Majesty intend- 
ed to make to France and his allies, with a 
view to assure to Portugal and the Ottoman 
Porte the status ante bellim, on the re-ests 
blishment of peace. But, although his .Ma- 
jesty is disposed to make every reasonable 
concession for the advantage of his allics, it 
cannot be expected that he will consent, for 
their sake, to make sacrifices which wil! be 
Incompatible with the security of his king; 
doms. Independent of all considerations of 
this nature, the proposition is in itself liable 
to objections, since the status ante bellwn for 
Portuga! cannot in any way be equivalent for 
the status ante bellum for. America. His 
Majesty has made very important conquests 
in that port of the world, not only ‘from 
France, but Spain and Holland. It cannot, 
therefore, be expected that his Majesty will 


_ Festore all the conquests that his arms have 


made from several powers in America, as a 


compensation for the status an’e bellum in’ 


Portugal alone: besides, it must be observed 
that the status anie bellum. in América could 
not be produced by the restifution of the 
conquests which his Majesty has made there, 
without calling for-a compensatidir to Great 
Britain, for the acquisition that» France has 
made of the Spanish part of St. Domingo. 
His Majesty does not mean to avail himself 
_ Of the incontestible right which he can clainy 
from treaties of bringing into discussion this 
Concession of Spain to France ; but he cannot 
allow that it should pass unnoticed in regu- 
lating the conditions of peace. The under- 


. 


| 


; 


| —Iit is with the most poignant grief the! 


‘note, that all the measures hitherto # 


qs the occasion requires, has, nevertheless 


.* - . a. selaratlions 
wished to have in the pacific deciaratio: 


t 
observed, that the conquests made it 


> | 


been directed by his Majesty to give an addi. 
tional proot of the care he takes of the inte. 

st of bis allies, and of his desire to bring 
ihe negotiation to a happy conclusion. Bor 
this purpose, the undersigned is authorized 
to promuse,.that when the ‘French govern. 
ment shall have acceded to the propositions 
utready made by his Majesty.respecting the 
vast Indies and the Mediterranean ; and if it 
consents also that his Majesty shall keep in 
America, Martinico, Tobago, Demerar 
'ssequibo, and Berbice, his Majesty will add 
to what he has already granted, the stu 
ante bellum for Spain, in consideration of the 
status anie beilum for Portugal, and conclude 
peace on these conditions. 


i 


HAWKES@URY. 
The conclusions of this note, then, wore 
nothing less than that, if the séatus ant 
‘um was allowed to Portugal, bis B 
’ } a ‘¢- 
Majesty would allow the saine to the Ain 
Spain; that is to say, that of ail the objccis 
i ¢ . 
of which Eneland proposes te retain, sic 
_ oo, a T 75: Os | L ing Ces'Te 
onlv offers to give up Trinmiad, being Ces" 
; of keepi Malta, Martinico, Ceyior, 
ous of keeping Maita, Martinico, : 
Tobago, Demerary, K:ssequibo, and Ee 
This note was calculated to lessen, ina grew 
> F 22 oe a Cnn 
degree, the confidence which the first \ 02 


“Sy { 


the English minister. He directed Citize 
Otto to transmit the following paper :— 

Olst Messidor, “09. 

The undersigned has sybmitted to b) 

vernment the note of [is*excellency : 

Hawkesburv, dated 25th June. — 

ceived orders to make the fol'owing 


‘ 


ancurer: 
ap — 


First Consul perceives, @ the pesusa oF = 
the, British government by no means ae 
as it had publicly degla#ed, to obtain oP 
pacification betwéer the two Se hich 
can be expected of a negotiation ™ a 
samies such a rétrograde character*, 
note of the Gth June, and tie + aera 
which accompanied it, Lord paw + atl 
had stated that® his Britannic Mayes Tbh 
disposed to restore all the re woes ith 
he tade from France and her oath " 
the exception of Ceylon, of "Marth this 
Trintdad, and the island of ent ter, that 
modification with respegt to the oe “« to be 
its portshould be neutralized : and" 


; 


“ 
Vy ial 


yy the 
nothing 
ies i rtugal are reckoned as:nOM" > | 
the propesiiogs of ord Hawkes: 
more than the other co the cot 
same kind that Frarice might OFeP Oech 


tinent. By the noteof 30 penne all the 





government has proposed ‘i 


[He has re - 


amet 


Sewer 
< - 
| 
pom 


tion © 
Propo 
that o! 
tiation 
demar 
Prdpos 

* them, 
swerw 
Lovers 
of mod 
his oe 
liver d 
’- 14th -/ 
to whi 
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conquests of the allies in Portugal: and | 
wav of answer to this pacific proposition, t! 
Enolish government, in its note of. the 25th 


yy 
i€ 


I 
June, demands, bv name, Ceylon, - Malta; 
Martinico, and, still further, Tobago, De- | 
merary, Essequibo, and Berbice; that is to} 
soy, that the proposition made. by France to 
Me = snaich Portugal from the horrors of a.war, in 
Me =owhich it has been involved by its attachment 




















‘ 

. ' ’ ‘1 } é & 2 , 44 . e 
to Pneland, will produce no otrer effect on 
the British government, than to make it re- 
e restilutions to which it had 


~ e amet + 
tract a part oO} 
[Che conquest and occupation o 


i i 
ie 
ugal, will be the 


consented. f 


ral 


Port ] 
or an 


itions, 


nrovinces oO} 
SO CONn- 
unta- 


1casure 


and 


consequence 


trerv to declared inte: sO 


vourable to the success of the negotiation. 

. . ° } i Tao lL, . 

Can it be believed thai the French people 
reduced.tosuch a sad extremity as to sign 


idisgraceful peace? If, after eight years of 
war which bas caused so much blood to be 
shed, after so many assurances of moderation, 
so many reciprocal protestations, the French 


1 


people see themselves obliged ¢o continue 


3 the w: r, is it to be doubted that it will find 
in its constancy, its population, and. its 
streneth, the means of repairing the losses 
which its allies and itself have, only in part, 
t sustaine d by treasons, by the consequences 
; Of the revoluGen, and the efforts of conti- 
nenial nations? ‘The First Consul can. | 


} / 
} 


i not persuade himself that the British eo- | 
vernment will continue to prolong the caia- 


mit! ited 


niles of war; or, which would be the sam 
‘ it , would propose a system of peace 
which would not Possess, in the hi hest de- | 
gree, the character annownced in-the letters 
of Lord Hawkesbury, which would not be 





- reciprocally just-or honourable. Orro. 

$ his note eccasioned the followine reply 
4 from the English minister:— 7 
" _ the undersigned principal’ Seeretary of 
pt ntatc, &e. has the honour to acknowledge 
. the receipt of the note of M. Otte, dated 14th - 

July :-and he cannot express the surprise he 

: experienved from ‘the reading of-it. The | 
7 . inccre desire of his Majesty for the-restora:.{ 
‘ Ucn of peace ‘was cleatly manifested in the: 
rt Proposition that he originally made to attain | 
ih dations ; and in the progress of the nego- | 
- et Bona been so far from increasing his | 
s, “Cemands, that, on the contrary), in his last 
a _ }roposition’ he has considerably diminished 
be . seendiaen Majesty deplores that, in the an- 
ihe sada aoe 1as been received from the French 
ia of mod ment, . he does not discover that spirit 
;. Hoderatian which has constantly influenced 


iy, own conduct. In the memorandum de- 
P near by the undersigned to. M. Otto, the 
fo aoe til, his Majesty stated ‘the conditions 
the a he’ sed to subscribe, to attain 
~ Ereat object He had in'view, He oifered. 





| Otto the. note ¢ 
| very import 
| situation of this country; although a reason 


| P 
| April. 


‘evems 4 
would then have been fully justified in ad- 
‘hering at least to his first propositions, but, 
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to restore to France and his allies, Pondie 
cherry, Chandernagor,. Negapatam, Malac- 
ca, Amboine, Bande, Cochin, the Cape of 
Good. Hope, Goree, Surinam, Cufacao, St. 
| Lucia, the Sainis, Saint Pierre and Mique- 





lon, Saint Marcou, and Minorca, provided 


’ " 1 
that France would restore the only conquests 


i ‘ 7 te ‘ ‘ . . “e . : ; 

that she made from the alles oO! his \ ajColy ¢ 
(and his Majesty, .at the same ime, ccclared, 
| that in case the evacuation of I.gypt bv the 


t 


French should preced2 the signature of the 


preliminaries, he should not coxsider him- 
self as bound to adhere to these conditions in 
all their extent. On'the Istof June, a pro- 
position was made by the French govern- 


evotiation should a 
) and in coniormity to 
undersigned transmiticd to M. 

Alt! Ou; ha 
n place in the 


ment, that the n assuie 
more ofhcial characier ; 
that wish, the 


| se fel 
) Fe Cot) 


rine 
Aa ere June, 


int c ange has take 


entertaincd of a speedy anc 
ent withthe powers of t 
north; although the suceess of the British 
arms 1n- ing y pl was then suflicient to ju lity an 
inerease of requisitions; his Majesty sull re- 
fers to his first memorandum of the 14th 
\pril, respecting the terms on which he was 
disposed to-conclude a tr-aty of pecce. The 
success of the troops in Spain and Portugal 
have since been represented by the French 
governmert as giving aright to demand addi- 
tional restitutions on the part of his Majesty. 
‘Lhe situation of Portugal had already been 
taken into..considcrat 


able hope was 
friendly arrangen 


Li 


ion by his Majesty in 
the propositions which he had made 14th 
The change which some successes 
in that quarter might produce, cannot, in 
any degree, be compared to the advantages 
which have accrned to this country by the 
already mentioned. His Majesty 


from. lus invariable solicitude for the interest 
of his allies, and his sincere desire to. facili- 
tate the attainment of peace, the undersigned 
was authorized, in the the note of the z5th 
Junéd, to offer, in ¢dcition to the restitutions 
which: had been zlready proposed, the im- 


‘portant island of Trinidad, and also the 


eventual assurance of the status ante bellum 
for Spain, as.a consideration for. the status 
ante bellum for Portugal. ‘The French, go- 


| vernment has distinctly admitted, in the note 


presented by M. Otto 18th June, that which 
could not, indeed, be contested, thet, his 
Majesty was justified in retaining from dis 
own conquests a compensation for ihe im- 
portant acquisitions of terrtury tat France 
has made on the continent. Jf the: vane 
and extent of these. acquisitions are fairly 
estimated, and if it is considered that France 
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has availed herself of her recesses to retain 
Nice, Savoy, the whole of the Austrian low 
countries, and the countries to the left of the 
Rhine; if it is also considered what a large 
proportion of his conquests his Majesty has 
proposed to restore to France and her allies, 
the justice and moderation of his Majesty 
must appear evident to all the world, whe- 
ther the possessions which he proposes to re- 
tain be considered relatively to the success of 
his arms, or, which is still more important, 
in a state of comparison with the augmented 
influence and power of France. In confor- 
mity to these sentiments, his Majesty has 
fixed on the terms on which he conceives 
that a just and honourable peace may be con- 
cluded. It is to these terms that his Majesty | 
would still adhere, notwithstanding evens | 
highly favourable to the interest of Great } 
Britain have taken place since the last com- | 
munication with the French government. | 
His Majesty then has a right to demand that | 
the French government would be equally 
explicit. The undersigned is, in conse- | 
quence, authorized to demand, that the | 
French government will distinctly state to | 
what part of the propositions of his Majesty 
its objections apply, and that it will commu- | 
nicate, with the same frankness which has 
marked the conduct of his Majesty, the con- 
ditions which, after a general consideration of | 
the circumstances just mentioned, it. may | 
judge proper to conduct the negotiations to a | 
prompt and happy conclusion. 

This communication increased the em- | 
barrassments of the negotiation; and there | 
was reasoh to apprehend, that, with these re- | 
ciprocal recriminations, the business would 
terminate without coming to a right under- 
standing. The First Consul, therefore, ap- 
plied himself to give a new shape to the 
terms of the proposition; and Citizen Otto 
transmitted, by his order, an explanatory and 
categorical note, in which he clearly an- 
nounced the conditions on which the First 
Consul was ready to sign the preliminary ar- 
tieles of peace. 











3 4th Thermidor, An 9. 
The undersigned has communicated to his 
ernment the note of Lord Hawkesbury, 
dated 20th July, and is directed to make the 
following answer :—The French government 
is forgetful of nothing that may lead to a ge- 
neral peace; because it is at the same time 
the interest of humanity and the allies. It is 
- for the King of England to calculate if it is 


‘ equally for the interest of his politics, his 


commerce, and his nation. If that should 
~ be the case, a remote island more or less can-’ 
not be a sufficient reason for ing the 
distress of the world. The undersign 
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_prehending the Cape of Good Hope. In 


‘ nourable. 


| these conditions cannot satisfy it, 


ed has | t 
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First Consul was afflicted at the retrosrade 
. a 5 
character which the negotiation had assumed - 
but as Lord Hawkesbury contested that opi 
nionin his note 20th July, the undersigned pro- 
ceeds to recapitulate the state of the question 
with the frankness and precision which such 
important affairs deserve. The question js 
divided into three points:—-The Mediterra. 
nean, India, and America. Egypt shall be 
restored to the Porte. The Republic of the 
Seven Islands shall be acknowledged. Aj! 
the ports of the Adriatic and the Mediterra- 
nean which have been occupied by French 
troops shall be restored to the King of Naples 
and the Pope. Mahon shall be given back 
to Spain. Malta shall be restored to the 
Order; and if the King of England thinks it 
conformably to his interests as a_preponder- 
ating power on the seas, to raze the fortifica- 
tions, this clause shall be admitted. In India 
England shall keep Ceylon. ‘The other esta- 
blishments shall be restored to the allies, com- 


America every thing shall be restored to its 
ancient possessors. Portugal shall be preserved 
in all its integrity. Such are the conditions 
which the French government are ready to 
sion. The advantages that the British go- 
vernment will obtain are immense; and to 
pretend to greater, is not to demonstrate a 
wish for a peace reciprocally just and ho- 
Martinico, not having been con- 
quered by the British arms, but given up by 
the inhabitants into the hands of the English 
till France should possess a government, Can: 
not be considered as an English possession. 
France will never renounce her right to | 
Nothing now remains for the British cabinet 
but to manifest the part it will take; and i 
it will be 
proved in the face of the world, that the 
First Consul has neglected nothing, and that 
he has evinced‘his disposition to make every 
kind of sacrifice to re-establish the peace, 4” 
to spare to humanity the tears an 
which will be the inevitable consequences ° 
a new campaign. ; — 
The First Consul consented, with _— | 
regret, that the English should keep Ce} the 
nor did he dissemble the importance © “ef 
sacrifice; but he was convinced of its ie - 
sity ; and he did not doubt that Batavit " 
deprived by treason of its finest © a 
and despoiled of all its commerce, — shat 
ous, even at this price, to be 
state of safety which peace 
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and colonies, which the fate of war, and still 
oftener treachery, had placed in the power of 
the English. It was essential to the mainte- 
nance of the pacification which so mucu pain: 
were employing to establish that England 
should have its power extended and strength- 
ened in Asia and America; but it could not 
be permitted that she should extend her 
cominercial monopoly and maritime domi- 
nion over the Mediterranean, which, from 
the cundition of the sheres which surround it, 
should not be suffered to acknowledge such an 
influence. Lord Hawkesbury sent the fol- 
lowing official answer :— 
5th August, 1801. 

The undersigned principal minister of his 
Majesty for Foreign Affairs, has laid before 
his Majesty the note presented by Citizen 
Otto the 26th of last month. His Majesty 
had every right to expect, that the unreserved 
and moderate propositions to which he was 
disposed to accede for the re-establishment 
of peace would have been favourably re- 
ceived by the French government, or at 
least in the plan of pacification which was 
offered, there would have been no essential 
difference. This expectation was encouraged 
by the repeated declarations made on its part 
of its disposition to enter into an equitable 
arrangement, and by its admisaion of the 
prinaiple on which the propasitions of his 
Britannic Majesty was founded, In the ap- 
lication of this principle his Majesty was not 
deiermined by views of ambition and aggran- 
dizement, but by proposing to keep no more 
than a moderate portion of his vast acquis!- 
tions, he has been infiuenced by the desire 
of giving additional security to his ancient 


possessions. In no part of the negotiation | 


has his Majesty framed new pretensions, and 
the assertion of M. Otto to that effect in bis 
last note is wholly destitute of proof. His 


Majesty is convinced that no reasonable ob- | 
jection can be made by the French govern- | 


ment to the substance of the conditions which 
he has proposed. He had, therefore, a right 
to expect that every proposition that might 
spring from it should be conformable to those 
principles which had been acknowl dged as 
those were, which appear in his last com- 


munication. . The assertion advanced in the | 


note of M. Otto that Martinico had not been 
acquired by the arms of his Majesty, but 
Placed under his protection by the inhabi- 
fants, is clear ly erroneous. The terms of the 
Capitulation will demonstrate that the acqui- 
“ton of this important colony can be alone 
raphe tu the efforts of the troopsemployed 
i, {hat expedition. ‘The French government 

isition of an 


a, 
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tiation on which those interests which are the 
dearest to humanity depend. ‘The under- 
signed flatters himself that the French go- 
vernment will be guided by the same _princt- 
ples, and that the success of the negotiation 
will not be frustrated by a demand, on its 
part, of restitutions which the relative situa- 
tions of the belligerent powers would not al- 
low, and which its own example in regard to 
its conquests does not give it any right to ex- 
pect, and which his Majesty does not consi- 
der as to accord with these principles om 
which alone an honourable and permanent 
peace can be concluded. In this view his 
Majesty is disposed to give a new proof of 
his moderation and sentiments; and he does 
not make any difficulty. in declaring, that if 
the French governmcnt will admit of a rea- 
sonable arrangement, relative to the East In- 
dies, in conformity to the principle which 
has been acknowledged as the true basis of 
the negotiations, his Majesty is ready to en- 
ter into further explanations relative to the 
island of Malta, and desires seriously to con- 
cert the means to form an arrangement which 
will render it independent both of Great Bri- 
tain and France. HawkKEsbuRY. 

This note could not be considered as an- 
swering the just expectations of the French 
government; but as the British government 
manifested a disposition to enter upon the 
important subject of Malta, the First Consul 
felt infinite satisfaction at this first appearance 
of an accommodating intention. Citizen 
Otto was directed to transmit the following 
note :— 








| 

| 20th Thermidor, An 9. 

| The undersigned did not delay a moment 
| to communicate to his government the note 
of Lord Hawkesbury, dated the 5th August. 
| it is with the sincerest satisfaction that the 
| First Consul perceives in the last communi- 
| cation of the British government, that the ne- 
| gotiation begins, on its part, to assume a cha- 
_racter calculated to inspire confidence, and to 
afford the prospect of a termination to these 
evils, which are the inevitable consequences 
| of a war of so long duration. ‘The re-esta- 
| blishment of the respective positions in the 
Mediterranean and the American seas, were 
, the points on which there has not yet been a 
‘clear understanding, But his Britannic Ma- 
jesty having consented that the island of 
Malta and its dependencies should be placed 
in such a position as. to belong neither to 
France or to England, the sole obstacle is re- 
moved which the arrangements respecting 
the Mediterranean . still continued to offer. 
And. as to. Americ2, his Majesty having de- 
clared that he is not ifiuenced by any view of 
ambition and aggrandisement ; and that he 
wishes far an arrangement conformable to the 
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basis already admitted, that is, such as may 
lead to a peace, reciprocally just and honour- 
abe ;—that he docs not propose to keep but 
a moderate part of his vast acquisitions, and 
with no other view but to add to the security 
of his ancient possessions; it is impossible 
not toremark, that the ancient possessions 
of his Majesty in America have their central 
point in Jamaica, an extensive and opulent 
colony, strong irom its position, but render- 
ed impregnable by the accumulated works 
which render it superior to ali attack: conse- 
quently, the ancient possessions of his Ma- 
jesty in America do not require to be aug- 
mented in order to their consolidation, or to 
assure their means of defence. It is there- 
fore reasonable to believe, that his Majesty 
will himself perceive, that to keep any of his 
new acquisitions in America, would be to 
assert, in the West Indies, the same absolute 
power which he already exercises in the East. 
Nevertheless the French government’ will 


not swerve from the dispositions that it has | 


manifested; and it will not put the peace of 
the world in balance with the possession of 
aa island, which being but of secondary con- 
sequence to France and its allies, and having 
been conquered by the arms of his Britannic 
Majesty, would be readily acknowledged to 
be necessary to the security of his ancient 
possessions. The undersigned is persuaded 
that these explanations cannot fail to appear 
to the British government, ag smoothing the 
way towards a conciliation; and it becomes 
him to add, that his government encourage 
the hope that they will produce the happiest 
elfects for the re-establishment of peace. 
Orto. 
This note indicated, as the grand point on 
which it was necessary to agree, that an ar- 
rangement should be made for Malta, that it 
might not remain in the hands either of 


France or England.—Lord Hawkesbury re-. 


plied by the following note: 
l4th August, 1801. 

The undersigned has the honour to ac- 
Knowledge the receipt of the note of M. 
Otto of the 11th instant— Although it is im- 
possible to accord with certain observations 
contained in this note, he has experienced 
great satisfaction on the prospect it offers of 
a favourable conclusion to the negotiation. 
‘The arrangements in the West Indies appear 
to be an essential obstacle to the cessation of 
hostilities between the two nations. Wath 
the view of assuming his possessions in Ame- 
rica, and of balancing the power of France 
and its allies in this part of the globe, his Ma- 
jesty has proposed the liberal and just ar- 
rangement contained in his preceding com- 
munications. If the possession of Martinico 
by his Majesty appears nevertheless to be 
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considered by the French government as an 
insurmountable obstacle to the return of 
peace, is Majesty may be induced to re. 
nounce his just pretension in this respect, on 
condition that the French government wl] 
consent to te following alternative :—In {}y. 
frst place, that his Majesty may ke 2p in the 
West Indies, the islands of Trinidad and Yo. 
bago; and in this case, Demerara, Essequi- 
bo, and Berbice, shall be free ports. diy, 
That his May sty shall retain Possession ot 
St. Lucia, Tobago, Demerara, Essequibo, 
and Berbice.—The undersigned will not sut- 
fer himself to imagine that, after the con- 
cessions made by his Majesty, and the mode- 
| ration that he has displayed in the cou 
the nezotiation, the French government wil 
raise any difficulty, but that it immedistely 
authorise M. Otto.to consent to one or other 
of the above propositions. 
HAwkEspury. 

In this note Lord Hawkesoury took no no- 
tice of Malta; but in his private conver: 
tions with Citizen Otto, he agreed that it 





Besides, as has been just seen, he desisted 
from the island of Martinico, on an aiterns- 
tive condition, which very much embarra: 
the French government. If it had abancon- 
ed Trinidad, it would have occasioned a very 
considerable loss to Spain; but if, to a 
that island, it had sacrificed Demerary, s:° 
quibo, and Berbice, it would have be . 
making Holland bear the whole weight oi oy 
sacrifices exacted for the peace; It wow! 
have been throwing into the hands of 1» 
land the whole commerce of the Americ 
continent: and striking at the power, a5 \\~ 
as at the commerce of Spain, a vlow w. n 
she would feel more sensibly than even the 
loss of Trinidad. The First gece lar 
withstanding the immoveable basis — om 
been so long established in France, tha a 
peace ought not to cost the republic a od 
ticular sacrifice, would have weal ald 
abandonment of Tobago: but Englan¢ ase 
not be contented with that island ; ~ecehan 
in vain that Citizen Otto proposed > gor 
add Curacao. In proportion as sone 
tions approached towards their tern “ae 
difficulties multiplied; and the long ©" 
ence of the respective plenipotentiar 


. which was 
20th Fructidor (the substance of ficient 1° 


s a) t su 
reduced into writing) was no se 10 
remove every obstacle. It may be of 


relate it at large. 


Avwritten Account of aC is be 
Fictidor (7th September) benseer ™ 
Géllency Lord Hawkesbury, Minis 

Secretary of State to his Br gaits, 

for the Department of Foreign sd 
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Citizen Otto, Plenipotentiary of the First 
f Consul of the French Republic. 

z The French plenipotentiary having com- 
; fF §=municated to Lord Hawkesbury the projet of 


with ENGLAND. 


preliminary treaty which had been sent to | 


[i198 


peace was made with each of therm-* parately ; 
which would be contrary tothe sp sit and end 
of an actual negotiation for a general peace. 
Citizen Otto observed, that the compensa- 
tion which was demanded at the expence of 


| the allies of France, did not arise from any 


sory advantage, 


him by his covernment, and the English m 

™ ister of state having taken the advice of his | 
ae ° ] : hs } -_ sj ’ ‘9? 
me 8 Naiesty’s council on the sulyect, the discus 


sion Was opened between the two plenipo- 
tentiaries, who agreed to proceed, article by 
on the said projet, and to set down 


ai it is 


° pe o . } aAgien % 
in writing such observations as should arise in | 


Me =the consideration of it. I 

f entirely conformable to the wish of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, Lord Hawkesbury observed 
that, in one of the copies of the treaty, 3 
would de 
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iritannic Matesty before that of the First 


toms, was consented to immediately by Ci- 
t ‘n Oito. The articles relative to restitu- 


? 


subject of a long discussion. The French 
plenipotentiary insisted on the enumeration 
of the conquests which the British govern- 
ment had engaged itself to restore, omitting 
those of them which, by the eventual defini- 
tive treaty, were understood to remain to 
Great Britain. He observed, that it was not 
in the power of the French government to 
Gispose of any colony belonging to its allies: 
that it had already gone very far in not insist- 
i z on the restitution of all the colonies, and 
i promising that it would not oppo 


Ami ao 
C any ‘ r- 


re coneress. ‘This reasoning was stronely 


combated by Lord Hawkesbury, because, in 
procuring fi 

“ion of a great number of colonies, which it 
would be impossible for them to re-obtain 
without such aid, it appeared to him that the 
First Consul ought to stipulate also the degree 
Cf compensation for such an advantage. It 
“as answered, that the French government 
. rm ae of the extent of its rights 
anc — ee : ‘ 
lc; having salad teh testa bondeaemnas ote 
alee rate agreed with them to demand theu 
their co 
not, 

















onies without their consent, it could 
mT any pretext, violate that engage- 
aiien fe: giving up any one of their posses- 
_’, Oy the preliminary treaty. Without 
pre has J conclusion, Lord Hawkesbury 
with te bey any engagements of France 
hesiisdehail les could not be binding on the 

5s government; and that, if France 









“Wong of her allies, it must necessarily 
~% either that she had special powers 
cach of the allied parties, or that the 


tions and compensations were afterwards the | 


ion, and not to dispose of any of | 


wa ; 
* Rot authorized to stipulate completely in- 


pe ta Fi 
lhe preamble being | 


right whatever, and was really but an acces- 
which the First Consul had 
Britain, merely 
looking over 
artial men 
find a sutlictent sysiem of compensa- 
' and in the 


§ 
consented to leave to Great 
for the love of peace; that, in 
the preliminaries proposed, all im] 
would 


tion in the renunciation of I'gypt, 


Es _ allias wt tue Retain 
reinteoration of all the allies of his Britannic 
| “ ° , A 2 ~ - Z ¢ . > sort } 

Majesty. ‘This reintegration alone mght be 


' . . | eS 
necessary to put the name of his! u 


} 
Consul of the French Republic; which, be- | 
ine conformable to generally received cus- 


i 





rangcment by which his Britannic Majesty | 
obtain such or such possession in any fu- | 


even considered 4 
itegration of the allies of France; and ¢ 
more so, as it is not in the power of Gre: 
Britain to do them so much injury as 
the First Consul can do to the ailtes of 
Great Britain, if the war should continue.— 
Lord Hawkesbury disagreed witfa 
this mode of reasor ing; and obser ved, that 
the only principle on which the British go- 
vernment had proposed to enter on the ne- 
gotiation was, that his itannic Majesty 
should keep a part of his conqu 
pensation for the immense ac quisitions which 
ined on the continent; that 


San eaquivaient fol thr iU- 
P| 


. ‘ 
4 > 

' tereeiar 

CLlittinly 


<< 


7? 
i 


‘S$ as acom- 


France had obta 
us principle had- been admitted by th 
t] ple had. been mitted by the 
French government; that the compensation 
required ought to appear just to France, be- 
1use the sovernment was ready to consent 
' ae 3] EE ak 1. 
to if; that he did not dispute tre funda- 
entals of the auestion, but the mode; and 
sat it was his duty to declare, that the British 
ministry could never present to the public a 
treaty which did contain at the same time 


. 
. 


| both restitetions and compensations ; that the 


for the allies of France the restitu- | 


mere omission of the objects io be preserved 


'would give the treaty an equivocal sense, 


' 
| 





a 


which the plenipotentiaries of the allies of 
France might turn to their advantage, by 
insisting, that those objects had not been 
abandoned, but referred only to an ulterior 
discussion; that, besides, such a mode of 
editing would be contrary to the style of all 
known treaties, and would draw on the mi- 
nister the very just reproaches of the. English 
parliament and the public.—Citizen Otto saw 
nothing in this new objection but two ob- 
stacles, very-easy to be surmounted; one re- 
lating to the equivocal sense of the treaty, 
which would be rendered secure by a secret 
article, in which France would point out no- 
minatively those colonies which she would 
consent to leave ‘in the hands of the Fnglish ; 
the other, respecting the opinion of the pub- 
lic, would be still less embarrassing, if they 
could agree, on both sides, to keep the pre- 
liminary articles secret till the signing of the > 
definitive treaty. Lord Hawkesbury replicd, 
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that he cm ld not conceive how the secret 
coi ld be keptat the. congress ; that as soon as 
the British plenipotentiaries should’ require 
from the allies of France the sacrifices secret- 
ly agreed on, those allies ‘would not fail tos 
implore ihe interference of France ; that from 
thence the plenipoientiary of the First Consul 
would be obliged to declare himself in favour 
of the English pretensions, and consequently 
to distever the secret arrangement which 
have now been propose’: added to this, it 
was entirely against the custom of this coun- 
try, to hide the preliminaries of a pacifica- 
tion sy» important, and that the ministry 
couid not do otherwise than make it known. 
This discussion having been considerably pro- 
longed without anv success on either side, the 
two plenipotentiaries agreed to postpone the 
continuation of it to a future time, and to conti- 
nue to debste on the subsequent articles. 
Art. iV. witch concerned -the restitution and 
the fieedomef the Cape of Good Hope, was 
agreed to, with some observations on the form 
ot wording it. Article VI. respected the 
islanci of Malta. This had not appeared to 
Lord Hawkesbury sufficiently explicit, as it 
did not contain the express condition under 
which his Majesty had determined to re- 
neunce the island of Malta, viz. that the 
Order and the Isle should be placed under 
the guarantee of another power; and he read 
to Citizen Oto the article of the counter-pro- 
jet of the British government, by which 
Ressia should be invited to take part in the 
arranzements which concerned Malia, and 
even to send and garrison the island, in 
quality of protector of the Order of: St. 
John. Citizen Otto answered, that the First 
Consul did not refuse to.admit Russia’ to be 
guarantee, but that, in the article proposed, 
there were several clauses which would pro- 
duce delays, and,retard, not only the con- 
clusion of the definitive treaty, but even its 
execution, in what related to the time that 
would'there be stipulated for the evacuations : 
besides, the Order of Malta appeared to exist 
in Kupsia; that, consequently, it would be 
useless to burden his Imperial Majesty with 
a protection which he had already formally 
avowed, Lord Hawkesbury thought, for 
his part, that a schism existed in the Order 
of St. John: and that it was important to de- 
termine, clearly, where and what this Order 
was, to prevent discussions which might take 
(place after the conclusion of the treaty ; that, 


besides this, his Majesty made too great a sa- | 


crifice in renouncing Malta, not to take ev 
orecaution in -his power to prevent. that im-’ 
portant possession from coming eventually’ 
under the French government ; thatthe pro- 
position made tended todo away every motive 
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under the protection of a strong third govern. 
ment. Citizen Otto replied, that if his go- 
vernment ‘consented to this expedient, and 
to the delay which would ‘thence result for 
> the evacuation of Malta by the English troops, 
it would be conformable to the rules of reci- 
procity that the kingdom of Naples and the 
Italian states’should not be evacuated by the 
French till the moment that Malta should be 
so by the English: “If such an arrangement 
should be agreed-upon (replied Lord Hawkes. 
bury), it would be but justice to limit the 
number of French troops in the south of 
Italy, and to-proportion them to the number 
of English troops in garrison at Malta. This 
precaution appeared to Citizen Otto to be 
misplaced, as it was quite an impossibility 
that the French government would take ad- 
vantage of those delays to exercise hostilities 
against Malta: Without any thing being de- 
cided on the mode of ‘the evacuation of 
| Malta, the plenipotentiaries agreed to wait 
the First Consul’s answer on the subject, and 
then to renew the discussion. Article VII. 
relating “to Egypt, was adopted, with some 
observations on the wording, which would 
appear in the counter-projet. “Lord }Tawkes- 
bury remarked, that it would be proper to 
substitute to the title of Grand Signor, that of 
Sublime Porte, as more conformable to the 
etiquette ef courts. Article VIII. which str 
pulated the integrity of the kingaom of ja? 
tugal, did not appear sufficient to Lor 
Hawkesbury : he proposed to substitute, for 
the word kingdom, the words territory and 
possessions of his Most Faithful Majesty. i 
expression might weaken the arrangements 
made at Badajoz between France and Portw- 
gal, respecting the limits of Guana ; and Cit 
zen Otto refused to consent to the alteration. 
Article IX. was agréed to by Lord Haw ae 
burv in substance: he only required that “ 
Italian states should. be evacuated: by " 
French, ' at the same time that Porto Fe fa 
should beso by the English. Citzen a 
‘replied, that he was authorized to a der 
this proposition, on condition of the root 
mentioned reserve, that Lower Italy ‘| the 
not be evacuated by the Frencli a the 
moment of the evacuation of } nae? age’ 
English. Article X. tespecting the @ 

the respective: evacuations, was 20%” 
batim by Lord’ Hawkesbury, ane 

the countersprojet of his.court, 0. 
relative to the sending: home Oe ctns 
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support of the prisoners of their respective 
nations. Citizen Otto protested against this 
clause, as much too burthensome upon the 
French government, which, after having 
supported, at its own expence, during the 

7] whole war, the prisoners taken from tie 
[] powers allied with England, would also have 
He to pay for the support of its own prisoners, 
| He observed, that the article proposed by 
France was entirely conformable to that of | 
the treaty of Luneville ; and in this respect | 

F he thougnt he ought to insist on a sort of re- 

| ciprocity, founded on natural equity; and 
© that, on the other hand, the voluminous cor- 
S :espondence which had been ‘published con- 
"cerning the maintenance of the prisoners, 
' sufficiently proved that the law of nations did 
not at all justify this precaution of the Eng- 
™® lish government, as, in his official letters, 
® which were often very severe, Mr. Dundas 
® relied only on an arrangement made with the 
| Directory of the French Republic, and on 
its convenience; that the example of the last 
»war, in which the number of prisoners was 
nearly equal on both sides, and in which 
France had not to maintain from sixty to 
scighty thousand prisoners belonging to the 






















































allies of Great Britain on the continent, could 

Bnot be cited on this occasion; and that it | 
. pwould be so much the more painful for France 

‘ to make a similar sacrifice, as, since the sus- 

; pension of the arrangement made by the | 
; Directory, the greater part of the political | 
4 writers of that country had published the | 
is Strongest invectives upon the pretended in- | 
. mitfcrence of the French government to- 

. - ards the prisoners of their nation ; and that | 
: even the official letters which Citizen Otto 

a Aad answered at that time, contained very 

2 ‘rious inculpations on that subject: in fine, 

a pt would be sovereignly unjust to cause, at 

. 's day, the funds which Mr. Dundas had 

‘j0 . pr sented as a generous sacrifice made to hu- 

10 hae to pass for a simple advance, but 

of . nich Was really nothing more than a com- 

er 7 ig for the expence incurred in France, 

id ab pet of the English, Russian, Ba- | 
he ey, Wiss, and other prisoners of the fo- 

the aa Heck m the pay of Great Britain.— 

al “a Hawkesbury observed, that what had 

“ef phy with respect to Russian, Austrian, 

1 in Cr prisoners, could not, be admissible 
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been submitted to the consideration of the 
High Chancellor of the Crown, who gave 
his opinion at the cabinet. Citizen Otto. de- 
clared, that, agreeable to a dispatch which he 
had just received, it was particularly enjoin- 
ed to him to include the allies of the republic 
in the dispositions of these articles under the 
condition of a just reciprocity for Great Bri- 
tain. Citizen Otto having then proposed the 
discussion of the Articles XV. XVI. and 
XVII. respecting the new arrangements to 
be made for Newfoundland, and for the 
fisheries in general, Lord Hawkesbury de- 
clared, that, seeing the maritime superiority 
of Great-Britain, it belonged to her, rather 
than to France, to take advantage of any ar- 
rangement which might be made on the sub- 
ject of the fisheries; that nevertheless his 
Majesty, in order to accelerate the progress 
of the negotiation, renounced any advantage 
to which he might pretend on that head, and 
consented to restore this object to the footing it 
was on before theactualcommencement of the 
war ; that those objects being entirely foreign 
to his attributes, it would be impossible for hun 
to discuss them without previously consulting 
the admiralty, the merchants and captains of 
ships, particularly occupied in the fisheries ; 
that such a discussion would take up much 
valuable time, so necessary. to the re-establish~ 
ment of the repose of Europe; that, during 
a period of more calmness, it would be casy 
to return to objects of this kind, which were 
merely commercial, and really formed a 
part of the commercial treaty. Citizen Otto 
answered, that the English government were 
not of this opinion in 1783, because it had 
included in the preliminaries of peace the ar- 
rangements concerning Newfoundland and 
the fishery; and that those arrangements 
having, for a principal object, the preserva- 
tion of .good harmony between the two 
powers, it was in effect very easy to insert 
them in the preliminaries, Lord Hawkes- 
bury replied, that the example even of 1783, 
ought to do away at this time all discussion of 


employed three months in discussing the ar- 
ticles which concerned Newfoundland ; and 
that, without doubt, the di:cussion of the 
15th, 16th, and 17th articles, would now re- 

















quire still longer time; that with Tespect~to 
the tes at might take place.respecting , 
the fishery, the of 7 to 
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articles; being well persuaded, that, :after:a | of a. treaty of.commerce and navigation, | 
cool deliberation, they would-appear to fulfil | Article: XIX. ,tasadopted verbatim, by Lord : 
the object which they had in view; and that, |' Hawlesbury,cwith the exception ofa clause,. ie 
farther, he was most. specially enjoined to in- | whicheadmitted only: the allies: of Ahe Repub ‘ na 
sist stronglyon the adoption of those articles, | lietodle coxgress. It appearedto him to he ; do 
on which ‘the French government really put | just, ‘and founded on reciprocity, dhat the al. Ps he 
no value, but because they appeared essential | lies of his Britannic Majesty shouid be equally “Re 5.4 
to cement the peace between the two govern- | admitted if they-should express a wish otha the 
ments; and that, for this very’ reason, he | effect. This observation would have appear. onl 
looked on the refusal of the British govern- | ed incontestible.to citizen Otto, if the allies P etot 
ment as an alarming presage for the future | of ‘his’ Britannic Majesty had-any thing to de- a 
tranquillity of the fishery: that without doubt | mand, ora sacrifice of any kind to make from a itw 
it would be easy to collect, in a few days, the | the holding of :the congress; but the preii- E stio 
opinions of the Admiralty, and_the corpora- | minary: treaty established completely their re- Sous 
tions which it might be necessary to consult, | integration.’ Besides, France: has treated se- F nist 
&c. Lord Hawkesbury persisted in his re- | parately with his most Faithful Majesty; and Even 
fusal, and supported it on the firm resolution | 1s ‘also in’ a:direct negotiation with the Oito- that 
of Council, and held to the arrangements | mam Porte: it is: then completely useless to to ¢: 
made in 1783; and he required, om his side, | bring into the congress two powers who have tutic 
the insertion of an article on this subject, | vo reclamation whatever to make, no sacii- tion, 
conformable to that which had been proposed | fice to offer, and .can only embarrass the ne- grea 
at Lisle by Lord Malmesbury. Citizen Otto | gociations which it imports to the two powers this, 
was not at all authorised to admit this clause; | to terminate with. all possible promptituce. | of N 
and seeing that, for that time, there was no | Lord Hawkesbury, thought that probably the me erst 
possibility of ee any progress in the dis- | allies, and above all the Turks, would be di. B and | 
cussion, he adjourned it to another conference. | posed to place their interests in the hands ¢ fore, 
Article XVII. which related tothe absolute | his Majesty, without sending Plenipotentizric E sover 
freedom of the fishery, even in time of war, ; to the congress; but the King’s Council hav | Spect: 
was considered by Lord Hawkesbury as in-| ing promised those powers not to make peace , | betwe 
compatible with the interests of Great Britain, without their concurrence, and this deinand | subor 
which, being the preponderating power at | being founded on an entire reciprocity be: | depen 
sea, as France was on the Continent, ought | tween the two contracting, parties, i 2 B Will b 
to be free, in time!of war, to take, with re- | hoped that the First Consul would mot oppo » imple 
spect to the fisheries, such measures'as would | a measure which would be limited perhaps 10 : order 
appear most advantageous to her... Jt was to | 2 simple invitation. aed | Out for 
be observed, ‘that the freedom enjoyed by the Under those circuimstances the Minister 0 lotely : 
small fishing-craftand fishers at this time could | Exterior Relations addressed the follows admitt, 
only be considered in itself as an indulgence, | letter to citizen Otto: . pp cnded 
founded on motives of humanity, and by no 24th Fructidor, 9th Year. : P rotect 
means as a right. Citizen Otto:did not think Citizen; I answer your letter of the aI “ “ary 
that a preponderance either by sca or land | Fructidor. ‘The First Consul looks on % : stem 
could exclude those - arrangements» which | necessary, either that you remit (0m) ef cs res 
tended to prevent such preponderance: from | Hawkesbury a note conceived in the ated sh ng 
degenerating into injustice or tyranny; -he | am géing to inform you of, oF iat 3 we news 
thought, on the contrary, that it was precisely | you will cause the contents to be aes a Rees 
the existence ‘of such a preponderance. that | the Protocol of your conferences ; eg 28 ait st, 
created the:necessity of restraining it within | to establish clearly that such are the sre * ri 
the bounds:of justice and equity ; that conse- | and:exact sentiments of the French Bch it the omy 
quently it would be honourable tothe go- | ment: you will judge of any (hing sae Bhp 
vernment which declared its ‘maritime supe- | tmav-be-thought better to-do; in cer” Pr 
os tea ht, tap oe f 7 -:. jain. é Ment of 
riority, to establish itself, in tinie of) war, the | -aerecis what -you onght. to. xp ‘kesbur; ssentia| 
boundaries: of. its-activity. |- War, answered counter-projet rémitted by Lord Haw o which “ 
- Lord: Hawkesbury, unfortunately !brings with andthe. proces-verbal of the confercn’ gving 
it the right. and the obligation of doing:all the | has 'béem held between‘him —) vera 
injury we can to our chemy ; andit is difficult | beem aid before the French gove whic 
for a nation to refuse the means. of exercising [have prodaced important observane cours’ 
this right in allits extent,.as far as is recon- it ismecessdry:to communicale ta bit 
cileable with the principles of the unalterable bof the: negotiations, it: bas: aoe aia place 
law of nations; that even if the demand of the | that ‘tlie discasstexts; ‘which ne ‘ded ee" 
Frenchgovernment in this articlé should-be | ‘betweén dhe tworpowers, 2 - the Fs 
founded in justice, it is not of a natur to the triple relation of Medilertancar Mec 
make a part of a treaty of peace, but rather Indies, and America. Relative 
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* terranean, the questions reduced to Egypt, 

> and ‘to the pésitions ‘occupid: by the French 
army on the eoasts of the kingdom,ot Naples: 

| besides!for Maltaand Mahon, it has been un« 

- derstood that all these’ countties shall be re- 

| stored to the sovereigns who possessed thein 

- “TB before the war, The sovercign of Malta‘was 
| | the order of St. John of Jerusalem. | This 
order, by its institution, has been from me 


' to tine immemonal undéf the protection and 
| immediate discipline of the Pope, If then 
1 | it was found that the order, in its present situ- 


4 4 ation, had tound itself givea up to danger- 
| ous dissensions, “and to what the English Mi- 





























: nister calls a schism, it is then to:the ipter- 
d © vention andthe influence of the Holy: See 
- | that it would ’be most natural for it to recur 
‘0 to cause them to cease; when even thé resti- 
e ) tution of the isle of Malta shail be in ques- 
Is ® tion, and theorder under the guarantes ofa 
e- great power, it carmot be understesd that 
rg this power will maintain troops in the fortress 
le. of Malta, because this isle’ is:suflicientiy un- 
he derstood to be-in a situation to defend itself, 
is © and that any material occupation of it by a 
of © foreign power would:be an attempt at the 
ies _ sovereignty even of the order. In. other re- 
xy © spects, how can the re-establishment of peace 
aCe | between France and England be rendered 
and _ subordinate to a condition which is found to 
be” _ depend on a third power. The most proper 
W728 _ will be ineontestibly to stipulate the pure and 
ose © simple restitution of the island of Malta to the 
s 10 order of St. John without a guarantee, with- 

out forcign protection. If there must abso- 
rof lutely be a guarantees and that of Russia be 
ving admitted, such guarantee ought not to be at- 

tended with any military force, nor any other 
°. § Protection tham that‘ which results from the 
o}st _ treaty itself, just: as it always took place in the 
it @ system of the politics of Europe; and if by 
Lord the results there should be any points to de- 
ms | cide with respect. to Malta, the. discussions 
least should be referred to the negotiations for the 
ed in  dcfinitive treaty; and then, without doubt, it 
cat will be perfectly: acknowledged that ithe eva- 
recs Cuation of Malta by the English forces cannot 
er" be delayed beyond the month agreed on for 


ch it ‘the evacuations: in Europe, without compro- 
ming even the benefit of the re-establigh- 

ment of peace, and! without announcing any 
“sential pretensions opposed to what has been 
pice on. just to the ipresent: period... With 
& aoe — ies, it is acknowledged, 

* 9% Ccoatractin jes a aszerihe 
~ on what:is tod detec vand nothing 
necessary: butto-understaud each other, 
pron the definitive treaty,..on the relations to 
ee a between the different 

7 pais 100S,-:-7Laregard)¢o pAmerica, 
Cate persuaded that his Britannic Majesty 








































feels hintself sufficiently powerful in. this 
country, and therefore will not require to en- 
large his possessions. It cannot be believed, 
that, ruling without a rival in the Asiatic seas, 


he would wish to acquire. the same exclusive 


preponderancerin the Anverican seas, yet the 
First Consul had declared that he would: not, 
fer an island of the second order, if there 
was but that obstacle, continue the misfoer- 
tunes of war.’ The First Consul has not at 
all varied \in his dispositions with regard to 
this object, but at present itis no longer an 
isle ofthe second order which the Luglish 
government exacts; it Is now two! isiands at 
once, Tobago and Trinidad. ‘This colony, 
so important from its position, its riches, and 
its relation wit the continentef South Ame- 
rica; and this immense acqhisition does not 
satisfy him; he would also have Demerara, 
Berbice, Essequibo, and dhe princijal inlets 
of the commerce of Soutlyy America, should 
reinain open to his vessels; ‘a liberty which 
he proposes: to render common, but of 
which. Kngland will have all the advantage, 
We may say that it would be impossible to 
expect such propositions; and that if they 
were sustained, they would destroy. all that 
the dispositions announced on the part of the 


English government, tand which they: had . 


given room to hope for, and to’have seen the 


salutary work of peace immediately termi- , 


nated; for, in fine, it is not when it has 
ceded all that is compatible: with its’ honour, 
that a government can suffer ‘new ‘sacrifices 
to be torn from it; and the First Consul, 
treating in the name of the»French people, 
will never subscribe to canditions in which 
the honour of the mation ts compromised. 
It is prescribed to you, Citizen, to give a 
formal assurance of it? 
Cu. MaursTAaLtevRanp. 

Citizen Otto having converted into a note 
the instructions which ‘this dispatch contained, 
was charged to add; in: his conversation, 
that the; First Consul ‘having’ gone as far as 
honour! :would) permit’ him,: there was no 
room to hope that le would make one step 
more, . And here’we must ‘observe, that in 
the ‘conferences between Citizen Otto and 
Lord Hawkesbury; every time that the eva- 
cuation of) Malta-was mentioned, the English 
minister'quibbled on the term, always adding, 
that the’ French: troops should remain at 
Otranto: till the moment in which the evacu- 


‘atid bof Malta shauld be completed. Let 
{the following note be read! 


| » “Downing-street, Sept. 22, 1801. 

The undersigned, first seoreiary of state to 
his! Majesty for foreign affairs, has the honour 
to make known to M. Otto the reception of 
his official note of the 19th current. He is 
* O 2 
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sincerely afflicted, that, after the concessions 
which his Majesty has shewn himself disposed 
to make for the re-establishment of peace, 
the French government has raised difficulties 
as new as they are unexpected. The under- 
signed, in the desire of obviating all useless 
discussions on the present state of the nego- 
tiation, explains freely the resolutions of his 
Majesty’s government, on the different points 
which have prevented the signing of the pre- 
liminaries. 1. The 2d, 3d, and 4th articles 
of the projet presented by order of the French 
government, are absolutely inadmissible. His 
Majesty will never consent that the prelimi- 
nary articles shall announce, on his part, the 
engagement to restore to France and to her 
allies, the conquests gained over them during 
the war, unless these same articles assure to 
his Britannic Majesty the compensations ad- 
mitted as an equivalent for such restitutions. 
If the French government will not, or can- 
not, take this engagement for its allies, in 


favour of whom it stipulates, advantages of 


such importance, the undersigned is autho- 
rized to invite it to obtain of its allies, as 
soon as possible, the authority necessary for 
that object. 2. The arrangements relative 
to Malta. His Majesty has only consented, 
not to occupy that island, but on the express 
condition of its independence on France, as 
well'as that of Great Britain. The only means 
to succeed in this, is to place it under the 
guarantee or protection of some power ca- 
pable of supporting it. His Majesty will not 
persist in ‘desiring to: keep an English garri- 
son in the island, ‘till the establishment of the 
covernment, of the Order of St. John. He 
will be ready, on the contrary, to evacuate 
it; ti the time! which’ shall be fixed on for 
taking measures of this sort in Europe, -pro- 
vided the Emperor of Russia, as protector of 
the, Order, or any other power acknowledged 
by the contracting parties, will efficaciously 
take on itself the lefence and safety of Malta. 
5° Portttgal,” Asthe French’ government in- 
Sists that fe limits of French Guiana’ shall 
extend te the river Arawari; and as the 
yrince Regent of Portugal has confirmed the 
“proposition, his Majesty will give: his con- 
“sent, "provided that ‘the integrity of all the 


_ Estites*of his most Faithful Majesty in Europe 


will be guaranteed in’every respéct. 4. De- 
werara, Essequibo, and Berbice. Hf the 
French government accepits the arrangements 
‘that his Majesty’ proposes’ un’ the preceding 
points, his Majesty will renounce ‘the pre: 
tensious..he had formed, that the ports of 
thesevestablish ments should be open. to: the 


commerce and navigation of his svbjects.— 
5. Tobago. From tle disposition that his 
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Majesty has shewn to get rid of every other 
difficulty, he cannot suppose that the French 
government will raise a new obstacle on the 
possession of the island of Tobago. It is an 
ancient property of his crown, the people are 
almost entirely English colonists, and it is not 
of any value or interest to France. The un- 
dersigned thus declares the opinion of the 
government of his Majesty upon. the five 
points of difference which now remain to be 





ing the extent and importance of the terri- 
torial acquisitions made: by France, and the 
conditions of the peace which she has con- 
cluded, with the powers’ ‘despoiled of those 
advantages: on examining, on the other 
hand, the extent of the conquests of his Me- 
| jesty, and the small portion of them which 
| he keeps, it is not possible to doubt the mo- 
'deration of his sentiments. His Majesty, 
however, is not less sensible of what he owes 
'to the honour of his crown, and will never 
| consent to conditions of peace, incompatible 
with the propriety and maintenance of the 
British empire. HawkKeEsBUR og 
One paragraph in this note tay of remark 
| is, that in which Lord Hawkesbury formally de- 
\clares, that the English garrison will not re- 
| main at Malta till the government of the Or- 
| der of St. Jolin is established; but that, on 
the contrary, it shall be evacuated within the 
time fixed for regulations of that kind in 
Europe, provided the Emperor of Russ 
or some other power acknowledged by : 
contracting parties, undertakes the vag 
and security of Malta. To designat - 
power was the subject of discussion; Dut * 
the discussions did not produce’a final agree 
ment, the article was framed in such — 
ner as to leave it to the dcapiove erie 
ify the guaranteeing power 
iscte ints pate also lett to be decided” 
the definitive treaty. The eeteeo Ver 
cles of peace were at length aan + ever 
démiaire ; and it naturally follows, (8° "" 
honest man who reads and malls | 
official papers which are here ys am 
attention, must acknowledge, ros cul, and 
| stant. moderation of the First “on... 
his solicitude to make. and recive mat cause 
of pacification, have been the Pet ithport 
of an event which’ is of such sal of Et 
ance to the tranqifility and bape snsert 2 
rope. It may be thought usetM’ 
correct copy of the p 
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Hicn Cowrr oF Justictak¥ ut io at Epix- 
rune; Fan. G—The Court met far the Trial of 
Ligutexana-CoLonet Geonoe Mackenzie, Cap- 
tain Jouns M’Donocu, Ewnstcw Grorce Lani- 
GaN, SereskaAnt Awortw Mackay, and Ser- 
JEANT ALEXANDER SUTHERDAND, all of the late 
regiment “of the Ross and Cromarty Rangers, 
accused at the instaace of Danicl Ross, and three 
ether private prosecutors, with concurrence of 
His Majesty's Advocate, of being guilty of the 
murder of cettain persons, named m the indict- 
ment, on the 4th Of June last, in the streets of 
the town of Aberdeen, danigan did not appear ; 
and the court. pronounced sentence of fugitation 
against him. All the other pannels were at the 
bar, and the indictment being read over, they 
pled Not Guilty. 

After thé usual forms of the court a jury was 
sworn in, and witnésses were ¢alled to substan- 
tiate the charge.—Garioch, merchant in Aber- 
deen, said, on the 4th of June, between seven 
and nine in the evening, he saw a number of 
boys throwing dirt and wet straw at one-another, 
and at the people on the streets, sometimes at the 
citizens, and sometimes at the military. About 
eight o’clock he saw Col. M’Kenzie going towards 
the barracks at the cast end of the street. About 
the same time saw Capt. M’Donogh. Between 
eight and nine frequently saw M’Donogh on the 
street, and boys and men throwing dirt at him. 
At one time saw. a boy throw a whole handful 
of dirt ia his face, so that the one side of his 
face was quite covered with mud. About the 
same time saw Ensign Lanigan. Several mi- 
nutes before nine o’clock saw the guard brought 
out by M*Donogh. About this time saw one 
of the town serjeants in the street; he ap- 
peared to be persuading M*‘Donogh to take 

ack the guard to the guard-house. About nine 
saw M‘Donogh with soldiers on each side of him 
£0 towards the Townshouse. The soldie®s were 
carrying arms.—-Abour ten. minutes after this he 
saw a party of about 30 come from the barracks 
and join the guard. Before, and at this time, 
he saw Lanigan running through the streets, 
and making thrusts at the people with his sword. 
He could scarcely call the people a mob at this 
time. About a quarter past nine Lanigan was 
Puiling one of the soldiers forward by the coat. 
The guard were running after the people with 

ayonets charged, and the people made no resis- 
tance; one or two of the guard fired at this time. 
He shortly after: saw the whole regiment coming 
down from the bartacks, M‘Donogh had pre- 
viously gone up to the barracks, and he returned 
with the men, When they came down otie-third 
of the street, before they reached the guard. 
Wie they were drawn up across the street. 
Vitness then ran down to the street, and in the 
P'8sage saw Serj. M*Pherson of the, volunteers, 
whom he had desired to po to the provost and 
Fequest the magistrates would ¢ome atid take 
command of the militaty. Hethen rewrned to 
He window of the ima, and heard orders given 
<hes Donogh to prime.and lead. » The men, im- 
loa a ons, the whole line, primed and 
the ‘ ‘The witness then saw froin a Window 

¢ Soldiers farther down the “street. They 


. 
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were in different parties, and firing. Tt was then 
almost tcn o’clock. At one time he saw, while 
the soldiers were running ia thé streets, some 
of them run wp to a man, who stood still, and 


the butt end of cheir muskets, and stabbed him 
with their bayonets. He was sianding with his 
arms across, not doing any thing. “Witness then 
went down to the street a second time, and saw 
one of the town serjeants, and sent again to 
the magistrates, desiring they would come 
out. Witness chen went co the Town-house, 
and saw the provost and magistrates, and 
several other people with them. Witness said, 
good God, gentlemen, what are you doing here 
why don’t you come out? Before this, wit- 
ness had scen two people fall on the street during 
the firing.—A boy fell at the west end of che 
plainstones. Witness thought the boy counter- 
feitine, as he did not think the military were 
firing ball. The otlicr person fell nearly op- 
posite the New Inn, Shortly after this the 
magistrates went out with the town serjeants. 
There was no firing after this. Most of the 
soldiers had gone co the east end of the street, 
and some of them went into a tiafrow lane. There 
was a sérjeant behind the rest, whom the 
provost spoke to, and desited him to také 
the soldiers immediately to the barracks. He 
saw a seijcant, and the provost informed him 
that he was chiéf magistrate, and he must im- 
mediately make haste to the barracks. He 
answered, lam a soldier, and know mo magi- 
strates; upon which the. provost gave hima 
blow with his batton, and said, will you obey 
that? After this they went all into the bar- 
tacks.—After the first or second firing witness 
saw about a dozen of people throwing stones at 
the men who were standing at the guard-house, 
Being asked, what were the circumstances which 
occasioned disturbance that evening /—Wirness 
answered, I consider that it Was owing to the 
military having been insulted by the mob 
throwing dirt upon them, —19mean both the 
officers and soldiers. — Dingwall, merchant in 
Aberdeen, said that near the guard-house, 
about 8 o'clock, he saw some town-serjeants, 
among “the crowd, persuading M‘Donogh to 
go to his lodgings. He appeared much agi- 
tated. After this witness saw M*Donogh ha- 
ranguing the mob, sometimes in good humour 
sometimes in bad, but saw no blows. He had 
his sword drawn most of the rime, sometimes 
brandishing it, and sometimes under his arm, 
After this, withess saw Col. M'Kenzie very 
much intoxicated. He fell twice, and the other 
officers. were supporting him This made thé 
boys laugh, at seeing the Col. fall, bur veer 
was thrown, M*Donogh then disappeared, a 

soon retutned with the regiment, from: the bar- 
racks, which he formed across Castte-street. 
M‘Donogh bad the command, and gave hit 
orders very distinctly in these words: “ With 
“ powder and ball prime andload” This he 
repeated twice. A promiscyous firing then be- 
gan, at the north of the linc. “A b¥ick-bar was 
thréwn atone of the officers subsequent to the 
firstfiting. Collison, merchaat, Aberdeen, said 
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the mob might be about two or 300, mostly boys. 
He saw some’ of the soldiers coming from the 
barracks, loading as they were coming along, 
Witness and the others with him engaged to 
keep off the crowd from molesting the men, if 
M‘Donogh would march them back to the bar- 
racks. ‘Ihe soldiers accordingly entered the 
lane that leads tothe barracks, and were all out 
of sight, except two or three divisions, when the 
crowd gave acheer, or derisive huzza. On this 
some person belonging to the military called out, 
“ hali——front—charge,” and instantly they came 
running back. There were no stones thrown at 
that time, Every body ran from them except 
one man, who was struck with the butr-end of 
the muskets, and also after he fell. By this time 
a number of others came up and continued firing 
irregularly, but they afterwards made two re- 
gular fires.—Coplaud, town-clerk deputy, said, 
he was, between cight and nine in the evening 
calledout of the Town-Hall, and met M‘Donogh 
on the stairs, who said he had been insulted, 
and shewed a mark on his shoulder, where some 
dirt had beenthrown. After some conversation 
ordered the serjeants to follow the capt. and 
seize whoever should insult him. The witness 
did not hear any fring till half an hour after this, 
when a message came to the magistrates, and 
informed them the military were firing in the 
streets ; upon which they all got up, but witness 
got first to the street, where he saw the military 
drawn up in a regular line, and some of them 
firing. He had not gone far when he found him. 
self surrounded by military with fixed bayonets, 
upon which he ran into aclose, and looked about, 
and saw the provost and magistrates surrounded 
with military. The provost shewed the in- 
signia of his office, and cried out, “I amthe 
provoft of Aberdeen,’”’ Gibbon, writer, Aber- 
deen, said he was in the Town-Hall and sat 
close by one of the officers of the Ross and 
Cromarty regiment ; thinks they made more free 
with the liguor a Ye rest of the company. 
Witness begged then? not to ply the officer on 
guard with so much wine. One of the officers 
answered, “ If the officer on guard is not able 
to do his duty I willdo it for him.”—Brown, 
late ensign in Ross and Cromarty Rangers, did 
not recollect whether the firing from the military 
or the throwing of stones from the crowd began 
first. He was standing close to M*Donogh, and 
is certain he gave no orders to fire, nor were 
any Orders given, as he must have heard them, 
There was no firing till the men broke the line, 
and commenced the irregular firing ; if there 
bad been any he would have heard it,—Cooper, 
Serjeant in the gst regiment of foot said be saw 
Sutherland walking through the street with a wo- 
man. The crowd fell upon him and the woman, 
and threw dirt and stomes at them ; he took his 
sword out of the belt to defend himself, and soon 
after a coporal’s guard came and took him off. 
Witness saw M'Donogh and Mackenzie about six 
o'clock, op the street. The crowd began throwing 
dirt and dead cats.at the capt. who turned round, 
and asked what offence he had given them? Wit- 
ness said, in no rejoicing day can a soldier walk 
the sureets of Aberdeen, without being molested. 
Wihea M:Ronegh was attacked, he took off his 
hat, and: spoke very mildly to them ; witness 
samchim (severaltimes endeavouring to >pacify 
them.’ When the men marched quietly off to- 
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wards the barracks, the crowd followed them, 
throwing at them whatever came in their Way, 
and damned them for Highland b s, to go 
to their barracks. The men then left their of- 
ficers, rushed into the streets, and began to 
hre. Hesawa corporal ent with a knife by a 
butcher early in the eyening.—Thomson, pain- 
ter, of Aberdeen, said he was onthe Castle-strect, 
and saw John Ross shot on the plainstones. The 
party who fired were headed by a serjeant, 
Being asked, if he would know the serjeant 
he pointed ont M’Donogh as being like the ser- 
jeant whom he saw, Witness sawthe serjeants le- 
velling their pieces, and directing them where to 
fire.—Affleck, late adjutant of the Aberdeen Vo- 
lunteers, was in Castle-sircettwenty minutes after 
eight, when the soldiers were beginning to form 
across the street. Orders were given to prime 
and load, which was obeyed. They went through 
the motions very regularly; and witness was 
certain from the motions of the men, it was bail 
cartridge. People on the street were noisy, but 
did not observe stones thrown. before the firing 
began, M*Donogh went into the crowd, aod after 
he came back the firing took place. Shots and 
stones took place at the same ume, About thirty 
shots were fired, and a number of people wound- 
ed where he was. Serjeant Mackay was very 
active. He was using every means to prevent 
the men from goingto barracks. Witness told him, 
that he was acting improperly, He got intoa 
greater rage, and made a spring at the witness, 
who seized him by the arm. Serjeant M‘Kenzie 
then came forward and got Mackay pacified, and 
persuaded the men to go to the barracks, and 
Mackay then behaved well, and did all he could 
to get the men to go to the barracks. He was 
with the last division that fired. A rifleman, 
named Ross, was killed at that time—Little- 
john, builder in Aberdeen, said he saw a great 
number of soldiers come ftom the barracks ; 
M‘Donogh was in the erowd endeavouring ta 
pacify them. The soldiers were ordered to 
march back to the barratks, and were g010§ 
away, but returned again and commenced firing. 
Witness spoke to M‘Kenzit to take off the sol- 
diers, but he refused. Mackay then came up, 
and was more violent, and much enraged —He 
had before seen Mackay leading on the men. 
The crowd on the streets that day was Do 
greater than usual, nor more riotous. ees 
the first things he heard was the crowd Bidding 
M‘Donogh order his mén off. He answered if they 
behaved in a civil matiner he woiild, but if they 
insulted him, he would attack them.—Hadden, 
of Aberdeen, saw Mackay ja*the evening ome 
out of the barracks, after all the firing was 0° d. 
He desired him: to retin, but Mackay retpic’’ 
Upon which he, the witness, shewed his ne 
and told him he ‘was’ thé Provost 6F Aberdeen 
Mackay replied, You are’ to officer, ae or 
“« don’t) care ‘for ‘a magistrate.” Sr gh the 
then seized ‘him, and forced? itn ‘bark fo 
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to the town serjeants to go and seize the com- | 
manding officer on the sureets, be he who he may. | 
A tiring took place before he got up, and two per- 
sons were shec while he wasin the streets. Iie | 
hastened on, end rushed in among the military ; | 
they were standtag very thick, with fixed bayonets, 
which be was obliged to pus! aside to get through. | 
At this time a number of them surrounded him and | 
pointed their bayonets, so that he expected to | 
be run through; bur, upon shewing his chain, | 
and informing them he was the Provost, they | 
formed a guard of protection round him. After | 
this he wem to the Town-houwse to sce what could | 
be done, and M‘Donogh was then brought there | 
a prisoner.—T he witpess theu went out to the, 
streets again, aud, found the military had retired | 
to their barracks, where he immediately repaired, 
as he had formerly stated —Dickie, glazier, Aber- | 
decn, was in Castle-sticet in the evening there | 
was firing, which he endeavoured to avoid by | 
going aloug the New Whynd. He was interrupted | 
by a serjeant, who stuuck him with his sword in| 
the scabbard. A private, who was with the ser- | 
jeant, while the serjeant held him, stabbed him 
in the side—He pointed out Sutherland as the ser- | 
jeant. It was about nine o'clock when he was | 
stabbed. —M Donald, surgeon in the late Ross and | 
Croma:ty regiment, proved, that Mackenzie and 
M‘Donogh were severely burt by the mob, and | 
that a grenadier was wounded in the back of his | 
head by a gun-shot.. M‘Donogh’s servant came to | 
witness, and requested him to come and sec his | 
master, and with great difficulty he got to his lodg- | 
ings, as one of the town’s people attempted to 
kuock him dowa with a large stone. Recollects 
six or seven were wounded, one with a sharp 
pointed instrument,—The evidence for the pro- 
secution being closed, the witnesses for the pri- 
soners were called. Ensiga Haly, of Ross and Cro- | 
marty Regiment, said, that he lefe the Court- 
house with M*Danogh, and crossing the street, 
they were much annoyed by the mob pclting, 
M‘Donogh cexpastulated with the mob in a con- 
ciliatory way. They. went to the guard-house, 
and found the officer there much covered with 
filth, who seon ordered the guard to turn out. The 
capt. then took a file of men to accompany him to 
the Council Chamber. The lieut. col. wea: towards | 
the mob, using conciliating expressions. The mob 
pressed round the dieut, col. and he appeared to 
be then in danger, The guard pressed into the 
mob to rescue the lieut. col...A violent pelting 
then commenced by, the mob against the: offi- 
cers, and M*Donogh was entirely covered, with 
fith, Witmess took shelter, behind a sentry box, 
the sentinel being forced from his.post., The lieut. 
oot the ordered.capt. M‘Donogh to. proceed, to 
: ¢ barracks, aod bring down the regiment.torein- 
oree the guard. Witness went also, and found a 
rece Bip. the men drawn up, and M‘Donogh at 
ia — in. front. of the barracks. Shortly 
wen ed P38 ve part marched . out... Witaess 
simene ache te and found-the ‘whole ree | 
noch ren de MP ta ling,...dethenkeard MADo~ 
«8 St¥e this cpderen Order arms, and: stand ; 
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a sudden shout from the mob. He turned round, 
and saw the soldiers rushing in all directions upoa 
the mob. He heard no word of command. This 
was ihe first firing he heard. Serjeant Mifchell, 
ot the Ross and Cromarty Rangers was in the 
barracks, and reeeived orders to send a reinfor- 
cement tothe guard. But learning from some of 
the men whocame to the barracks that some of the 
officers were murdéred in the town, he scent off.a 
party. He then went himself, and met M‘Do- 
nogh, who took the men to Caftle-street; but 
they had scarcely arrived there, when there came 
a great force of the men from the barracks, in con- 
fusion. M*Donogh took off his hat and addressed 
the people. He then ordered the men to prime 
and load with cartridge. — He again went and 
spoke civilly to the people, and soon ordered 
them to shoulder arms. They were then marched 
back to the barracks, but did not hear M'Do- 
nogh give the orders «o march. After this 
M‘Donogh returned again to the people; the 
witness followed him into the crowd for fear of 
danger. The captain went forward, and spoke 
with some people. A great number of stones were 
then thrown, several of which struck the witness. 
—Corporal Littie, of the 14th foot, saw a mob 


in the evening of boys and men who were riotous. 
| Saw Sutherland, near the New Inny attacked and 


struck with a stick. He was defending him- 
sclf with a sword in the scabbard. His clothes 
were much dirtied. Saw M‘Donogh struck oa the 
neck in the street, and the mob were throwing 
dirt at him, and abusing every person they saw 
belonging to that regiment. This was before the 
reinforcement came from the barracks, und none 
of the guard fired until after the reiblorcement 
came.—Macnah, late servant to M‘Donogh, about 
nine went to his mastet’s lodyimegs tu receive 
orders, and there he heard there was a disturtance 
in Castle-street. He then went to Caste-strect, 
and saw his master standing with his hat off ad- 
dressing the crowd, Soon after ashower of stones 
came from the crowd. “Witness, conceiving his 
master’s life in danger, ran to him, and seizing 
his arm, led him away. Ina short time he sam 
the soldiers abusing and stiiking an iohabitant. 
‘The capt.and witness immediatcly tuthed forward 
to his relicf. The capt. thet cried out,’ For God 
“ Almighty’s sake, men, return 6 your bariacks{” 
but the men paid no attention to him, but-hegua 
tofire, Thecapt. went in troueef them, and with 
a loud voice called out, ** hale/* ‘After firing some 
time two town serjeunts? appeared, aid: said to 
M‘Donogh, “ are you cummatiding <flicer?” 
He ceplicd, “ he was, bat he ¢oald not command 
“ them.” The capt. was thew made prisoner, and 
on his way to the Townhouse he was muth 
abused by the crowd. On the capt’s, way to'tlic 
Town-hali, while thecrowd> were abusing him, 
he said, ** Ah, my good fellows, you litre’ know 
* me, omyou would not use me’ so”'—-Mackeorié, 
42d regimdnt, late in the Rovhtay and) Oromar 
regiment, at the time the fring commenced, | 

in the same section with Suchdérland¢ ) saw tim 
active td) prevent. some of the: med frem Griz 
three orn fourm times. Sutherland's sword was! 
his, bandy'but; im the sheath, | Heard him tia 
thie mds ongn ifice;. bus recurve honte. SP his A 


| Jietdeligiten aing o'ciock, when the town’? 


were pelting thew :with scones, and-when the 
tary mere beginning t fire; after they. hw “brtke 
ther Banké, and it ive minutes before he saw 
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Ross killed;—Robertsou, sadier; in Perth, said, 
when the men came oa at the charge, he saw 
Sutherland .endeayouring to prevent them,.apd 
the same at the firing. The witness had pre- 
sented to fire, when Sutherland stupped him, and 
struck up the muzzle of his musket with his sword. 
Macdonald, of the 42d regiment, saw Mackay 
when the men were marching to the barracks, and 
again when some shots were ficed—he was stand- 
ing with his face towards the men, keeping them 
in their ranks. Fraser, of the 42d regimens, said he 
saw Seijeant Mackay prevent ene of the men from 
firing after he had cose to the present, by driving 
up the muzzle of his musket.—Col. L.M‘Keazie, 
late of the Ross ond Cromarty fercibles, said he 
always thought Mackay a well behaved and sober 
man, of great humanity, and obedient to his com- 
manding officer. Sutherland was one of the best 
behaved men he ever knew; he had only been 
three.months in the regiment when he was’ pro- 
moted to a serjeantcy on account of his good 
behaviour. Witness has always knowa M‘Do- 
nogh to be a man of honour anda gentle- 
mian, aud esteemed him to be a man of hu 

manity—he wag in the Life Guards before he came 
so the Ross and Cromarty Regiment. — Lord 
Craig proceeded to sum up the whole evidence. 
His lordship recapitulated the leading features in 
the:de position of every witness, and minutely and 
caudidly pointed out the bearings and tendency of 
the whole,— the Jury returned their verdict Lieut. 
Col, MfKenzic and Captain M‘Donogh, Nor Guilty. 
— Serjeants. Mackay and Sutherland, ‘libel nor 
preva, 


Trial of Enwarv Marcus DesPparp, for 
Hicu TREASON, February 7th, 1803. 


Charge of Lord Chief Justice El/enborough 
to the Grand ‘Jury, on the 2\ st of January. 
— After some introductory observations his lord- 
ship proceeded :-—The law of this land, from the 
earliest period has, with an anaxicty in a consi- 
derabie degree proportioned, but, at present, from 
various causes, hardly adequate, to their supreme 
value and importance, watched over, and pro- 
tected the life and personal safety of the sove- 
reign. It has considered, in his instance, the 
mischievous workings. and imaginations of the 
mind, the malignant purposes of the heart, 
when directed towards his destruction, and ma- 
nifested by any act plainly done in prosecu- 
tion of such purpose, and conducing to its 
execution, as equally criminal in their nature, 
and has rendered them equally penal in all 
their consequences, with the actual perpe- 
tration of the atrocious deed itself, which is 
the object of such. imagination and purpose. 
—To investigate and ascertain the existence of 
such a purpose in the mind of the person char- 

d therewith) and the nature, and tendency 


‘of the acts done by him inthe supposed pro- 


secution of ‘such purpose, and which, acts are, 
in high treason, denominated, ** overt-acis,”’ 


is at all times, the weighty cate and duty of 


a jury, charged with the amportant function 
which you are called upon to exercise.— A hat 
should be deemed sufficient -*‘ overt-acts,”” of 
the particular head and species of treasen, “ of 


compassing,.and imagining the death of ;} 
king-rrdn« other Words, what-acts ainoun, 
legal evidence .of the existence of i te 

Pees Why. | such a 
purpose,,.in the mind of the person charged 
therewith,,, has. been occasionally, hereref.r 
the, subject of dispute and controversy, a, 
howeser, before the passing of the late mn 
ture, of the thirty-sixth of his Present Ma- 
jesty, it had, been judicially settled, by the 
most grave and. revered authorities of the law. 
that all measrres adopted for. the deposing of 
the King. from. bis royal state and di aa ol 
measures, of force, difected against + royal 
person, either for the taking possession thereof, 
or subjecting if.tO restraint and imprisonment, 
are. impressed.with the heinous character. and 
stamp of this denomination of treason, and en- 
titled. to be received as the strongest and. most 
cogent evidence thereof. — It has also been 
settled .by the like -high authorities, that any 
consultations .and_meetings of persons, in order 
to effect the above purposes, although nothing 
should .. be nica done, and although the 
whole scheme |,and. plan should prove ineffec- 
tual and .abortive, that any agreement or a:- 
sent. given to overtures: or proposals of that 
kind are ali competent overt-acts, of that spe- 
cies of high treason, .which consists in cow- 
passing and imagining the death of the king. 
All pretence, however, for doubt upon a sub- 
ject, which, from its, superior importance, de- 
s-rved to be cleared of any remaining shades 
of uncertainty, which might be supposed to ob- 
scure it. has been,. for all succeeding times, 





distinctly removed and obviated, by the prv- 
|dent  provisions..of the late statute of the 
thirty-sixth of George ILI. cap. 7, which 
amongst other things, enacts, ‘ that, if any 
person or. persons whatseever, during the 1 
tural life of the king, (and for a limited ume 
afterwards) should compass, imagine, invent, 
devise, or intend death or destruction, or any 
bodily harm, tending to death .or destruction, 
maim, or wounding, imprisonment, oF t¢ 
straint, of the person of the king, &c. every 
such person or persons, so, offending shovlé 
be deemed to be..a. traitor and traitors, and 
should suffer and, forfeit, as. in cases of hig! 
treason.”” To compass. and imagine, there- 
fore, the imprisonment,.or personal restrain 
of the king, is now, by. the express Jetter 0 
a clear and positive statute, placed as 4 8°” 
stantive act of treason, upon exactly the sam 
ground with the compassing and imagining ° 
the natural, death of the, king, as that ~~ 
stands mngg the very letter and terms t ” 
statute, of the.twenty-fifth,, of Edward “ ‘ 
self. The.same indeed may,be said cf al 
other wens, sw oich are, specibically enacter 
the, statute of the thirty,sixth of Geore™ 
and1 only ,sclecty,, by .wayiof insane 4. 
$6 ; ning, devising, the (* 

, and restraint of Me Pr 
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his death, will be those to which your attention 
will be thofe particularly called, by the evidence 
witch will be submitted to your consideration. 
| have already stated to you, that such acts 
a, sufficiently mdicate an intention to commit 
any particular species of treason, and conduce 
to its execution, are properly overt-acts of 
high treasou.All overt-acts which are meant 
to be given in evidence against the prisoner, 
are justly and humanely required by the se- 
venth of William IIT. cap. 5, to be expressly 
laid in the indictment against him, in order 
that he might thereby be apprised of the sub- 
stance of the charge which he is called upon to 
answer; but the numerous particulars into 
winch such a charge will’ unavoidably ex- 
tend itself in point of proof, need not be 
detailed on the face of the indictment.—It is 
enough that the nature of the overt-act relied 
upon, be specitied with reasonable and con- 
venient certainty ; and, when this is done, the 
various. other circumstances, with which the 
overt-act is immediately and necessarily con- 
nected in point of fact, and the different means 
emploved for ‘effecting the same, need be vo 
further stated: Indeed, the several other mat- 
ters may properly be considered as being only 
so many parts, appendages, and results of that 
whichis before stated, and as virtually included 
theremn.—TI have said thus much in respect to 
the form of alleging the evert-act in an in- 
cictment for high treason, with a hope of af- 
fording you some assistance tewards clearly un- 
derstanding thé real substance and form of 
that indictment, which will be laid before you, 
couched, of course,’ in the technical language 
used on such oteasions ; and that you may also 
be the better enabled to judge whether it is 
accompanied by the’eétipetent kind and degree 
ot proof, which ‘ought to be adduced in sup- 
port of it, oI will’further suggest, for your 
iformaswn, what the law requires on this head. 
In the’ first place, the law requires that the 
crime be tried by 4 jury of the county within 
Which it bas been, in the whole, or tn_ part, 
conmuted. “Some one overt-act of the partf- 
cular species of treason, charged in the indict- 
ment, that is to» say, of rhe compassing and 
imagining the death of the king, or of levy- 
ing war against him or the like, must be 
Proved by some one withess, to'have been com- 
mitted withia’*the Hmits of that county, in 
whieh the indictménr is to be preferred, and, 
bved jiiry of which; the: trial is te take ‘place. 
For example, soit mettiny or constltarion for 
rnc DurPore of forivarding’ che objects OF the 
10" ee Must ‘be proved (by some one witness, 
the ie been hefd, “or gotne‘orhet “aer done by 
be ¥ or ) theant to be: affected there- 
mane some PlaGe witht this cotincy.* “This is 

¥ necessary ‘for! ihe ¥ purpose’ of investing 








You, thé JarSevoF thie “enue! with legal com- 
Wh / eSE HE | tharged. 
- i , amyother act, in 


provectiti@h “of Se OOatpe? “of treason, 
ve soever cOnIREd, within or without this 


county, and by whatever witness proved, either 
the same or a different one, may be received 
in evidence without objection: 4 mean as far as 
respects the locality of such acts.—The law 
also requires, in the finding of indictments by 
the Grand Jury, in the first instance, as we'l 
as upon the trial of them afterwards by another 
jury, to whom that province belongs, that proof 
of overt-acts shall be made by the oath of twe 
witnesses, either both of them to the same 
overt-act, or one of them to one, and the other 
of them to another overt-act, of the same spe. 
ci’s of treason. If, however, the overt-act 
charged should be ‘ of any direct attempr,” 
that is, of any attempt really made against his 
majesty’s person, ** whereby his life might be en- 
dangered, or his person suffer bodily hacm,”’ in 
that case, by the express provision of a lare stae 
tute of the thirty-ninth and fortieth year of his 
present majesty, the person charged with such 
direct atrempt, “ may be indicted and tried 
inthe same manner, and according to the same 
course and order of trial in every respect, and 
upon the like evidence, as if such person stood 
charged for murder.” Lam not, however aware, 
that any such direct atrempt ts likely to become 
the subject of consideration upon the present 
eccasion.—It is unnecessary for me to suggest 
any thing further to you as to the frame of the 
indictment, or the number or nature of the 
witnesses by whom it is required to be sup- 

ported. I will, however, trespass on your ate- 
tention for a few moments longer, upon another 
subject, to which it has not been hithero drawn, 
I mean, asto the probable nature and qualiry, 
and the proper legal effect of those acts and cir- 
cumstances, winch are abour to be laid before 
you in evidence. —The evidence of ecaurnprices, 
though us-qguestionably compctenr, is to be re- 
ceived and acted upon with a just and sober 
degree of jealousyand caution ; and, unless the 

testimony derived from this source, be of such 
a nature #s to carry internal evidence of its 
own truth along with it, or be confirmed by 
other evidence of a less-excepti nable descrip- 

tion, it affords no safe and satisfactory ground 

for conclusions, by which the lives, forrunes, 
and honour of others, is to be materially affected, 

In weighing, therefore, the evidence of accom- 

plices, a jury, charged with a determinatio: of 
those Important issues in their final and decisive 

result will expect to find such a dexree of con- 

sistency in the testimony of cach witness, such 

a degree of general conformity between the 

different relations of the several witnesses col- 

lectively taken, as to the nature, means, and 

objects of the conspiracies such adegree of con- 

firmation from other collateral and concomitant 

faecs and. circumstances, and sucl}.a coincidence 

m the whole, with the mgim rules of ordinary 

probability, by which oumbelief-is governed in 


_other cases ofa similar nature, as to rendér sub- 


stance’ of the details, delivered by such wit- 
nesses, justly credible; andiif im the resuit, 
the substance of the facws related by rhe wit- 
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as I have above described, juries will act upon 
them as deserving of that credit, which their’ 
owa miids, proceeding with the s lutary degree | dant, and the same kind and description. of acts 
of caution and reserve I have already rec m- | are specifically and successively charged and 
meaoded, shali be induced to give them.-—In _ ass'gacd in this indictment as overt-acts of each 
appiying these observations, you will bear in| of these three several heads. of treason. — The 
mind, th.t itis by another jury that the guilt Overt acts, or tn other words the open deeds, by 
or innocence of the persons accused, is ulu- which the treasonable purposes imputed to the 
mately to be decided ; and that to you is only | defendant are alledged to have been. manifested 
committed the charge of diligentiy attending | and attempted to be carried wno-effect by him 
and providing, in the first instance, thata rea-| are; First, the conspiring to_seduce certain soi- 
sonable and probable ground of guilt be made | diers named in the andictment from.their duty 
out, sufficient to warrant you In putting the | and allegiance to his majesty, and to unite with 
persons charged therewith upon their trial by | che defendants in a traiierous atcempt to subvert 
that jury, which 1s, in the last instance, and | the government, and to destroy the king, Se- 
upon a fullhearing of the evidence on both sides, | condly, the conspiring to.administer .to certain 
to pronounce a final verdier of condemnation or | persons oaths, and engagements intended to 
aquitral.—At present, it is only necessary to add, | bind them to become members of, and to assist 
in order to obviate any misconception on the! in certain traicerous associations and confede- 
subject, which mizht affect the discharge of your) ractes formed for the purpose of. subverting, by 
own immediate duty, that to refuse Its due and | arms, the government, and Jeposing aad destroy- 
proper cegree cf credit to testimony, drawn; ing the king. ‘Thirdly, the obtaining, procur- 
from the source I have alluded to, wouia be to} ing, and keeping, in. their, custody cards. and 
render the crime of the conspirators, and the | papers containing the form of onths and engage- 
extent of the conspiracy, the cffectual means of | ments tothe above effect, withantent to adm- 
its Own protection and impunity. A principie | nister the same for the purposes above-mention- 
of distrust, in respect to the evidence of accom-j ed. Fourthly, the actual admiaistering of such 
piices, pushed toso extravagant an excess, would | oaths to certain: persons. for the same purpose. 
be equally repugnant tothe cbvious dictates of | Fifthly, the meeting, consulting, conspiring, 
common sense, and the orJinary rules by which} conscating, and agreeing, by laying in walt, and 
criminal justice is administered.**** — If the | by attacking the person of the King, toassassinate, 
same desperate chince of uluimate and effectual | kal, and murder his majesty, and threatening, 
success in the object of che conspiracy, shail, in | proposing, and consulting of the ways, manner, 
your judment, appear to have preceded and ac- | and means, and of the time and place of attack- 
companied this, which has attended many other | ing his majesty, in ordee the more easily to 4 
dangerous and. equally abortive treasons, you | sassinate and kjll him, Sixtply, the meevng, 
will, on that account, require a greater degree | treating, consulting, and conspiring, with a 
of evidence to prove the existence of aconspiracy, | and arms to attack the Bank of England anc 
formed and nurtured under such apparently | Tower of London, and to raise insursection, Ts 
hopeless circumstances ; but when such proof] beltion, and war against the king within the king: 
is made to your satisfacuion, your diffidence, on | dom.  Seventhly, the meeting, comsuiirb: ©” 
this head, will perhaps be succeeded by other | agreeing to procure arms, ammunition, st © 
sentiments—by those of surprise and horror. | order the more effectually to attack and av 
Of surprise, at the extravagant boldness of the | sinate the king, The eighthand last ovr" 
enterprise—-and of horror, at tne tremendous 


these several species of treasen, there are eiche 
distinct overt-acts.charped against the defen. 





, 


rn eae 


consisting in a similar conspitacy to attacs 
consequences. which its success might have occa- 
sioned,—****— 


king when, he should next go to mont ‘ 
liament.; to attack and seize the Bank of bes 





On the ithof February, the cause was open- 
ed by the Attorney-Genzral, who, was followed 
by. Serjeant Best and Mr. Gurney in behalf of 
the prisoner, andthe Solreitor-General for the 
crown. The pleadings being closed, and the 
examinations of the evidences concluded, lord 
Elle: borough proceeded to sum up, and after 
some prefatory remarks, spoke as follows: —The 
crime with which the prisonser is charged is the 
erime of High Treason, in respect of which he 
as charged .with, three distinct and substantive 
species and heads of that crime; one of them, 
yiz. that.of compassing and imagining to. pur 
the king to death, and the ocher two species and 
Reads of, treasons, viz, conspiring, compassing, 
devising, and intending, rhe imprisonment and 
Festrajnt, of the person. of the king, and conspi-. 

ing, compassing, &c. to deprive and depose the 
i e stile, honour, and kingly name. 


land, the Tower of London, and thearms 00 
lin; that. the conspirators should arm or : 
‘selves therewith to destroy the king soe 
and to stop and detain the, mail coaches © 
signal. and notice of their proceedings = hao 
| parts of the kingdom, and, as am incitel’” 
other traitors to raise and make IU e ee The 
bellion, and aar. within. the ape and 
principal mischief intended to be ¢: “ee io she 
the main object. of the design Pe will ob- 
conspirator by this indictment, 1%» ye the Kings 
serve,.the destruction of the person ©) a <3| 
his restraint and imprisonment, i il or some 
from his. royal state and dignity 5 2° ae to have 
of these .treasonable, objects are oy of ht 
heen, atrempted to be-effected PYM ing of 
various consultations, . meetings! Mon de 
soldiers, and the like, which: Fa aed wit 
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you. “Before I staté the evidence adduced on 
the part of the crown, in proof-of the overt-acts 
laid in the indictment, which you already un- 
derstand to méan certain open deeds of the party, 


done in prosecution of the treasonable purposes | 


imputed to him, and manifesting the existence 


of such purposes, I think proper to state a word | 


of rwo upon some of the topics which have been 
torched upon on the part of the defendant, as 


to the quality ofthe crime imputed to him, and | 
as to the nature of the proof by which the | 


charge thereof is supported. It has been urged 


that the crime consists only in words, and that | 
words are not’of themselves overt-acts of hich | 


treason. If it be said rhat loose words, refer- 
rable to no particular design, words merely ca- 
lumnious, or seditious words, expressive of an 


irritated and angry mind, and of sentiments | 


highly indecent and criminal in a subject to- 


wards his sovereign, but words neither indicar- | 


ing or conducing to the execution of any dcfi- 
nite purpose of a treasonable kind on his own 


part, nor persuading or exciting others to concur | 


in the execution thereof on theirs, F readily ad 
mt that loose words of this description are: not 
to be conisdered as constituting overt-acts cf high 
treason, and that it would be too much to infer 
from the careless, though inehly blainecable use 
of expressions of this kind, so mischievous and 
abominable a purpose as the destructicn of the 
King. But if words of this kind are used at 
meetings held for the purpose of forwarding de- 
signs of a treason ble nature, and if they: are 
addressed to persons with an intent to excite 
und to confirm them in the prosecution of mea- 
surcs Which have for their declared object the 
ssassinating or deposing of the king by force 
and arms, and where words are the immediate ve- 
hicle by which tréasons, such asthese, are com- 
municated, and by which they aré to be carried 
into full completion and effect, it never was, 
since the promulgation of law in this land, ever 
doubted that words of this nature, uttered for 
such a purpose, at such mectings and consulra- 
tions, and being themselves the very instruments 
and means of exciting other persons to take part 
in measures which has for their end and object 
the personal destruction of «the king, were in 
their very nature and essence thre clearest 
Mest absolute overtéacts of hgh’ treason that 
can be stated. This point never yet admitted 
Cf a doubt ; it never! was questioned—it never 
pe be so.— Another subject has been discussed 
before you, respecting the credit due to the 


testy } 
mony of accomplices, which 1s certainly a | 


Matter of nice and delicate consideration. “Thi 
an accomplice is'a competent witness, and thir, 
if herds beliewed: you may, ‘wpon ‘his evidence, 
und the most imMbortans conclusions, there can 
pl pra You see hitn stand’ before you 
ian n ms Witness £ if he had ot been colt pe- 
’ C were’ a person stinding® under such 


Cire Hie . ' 
rcumstances “gs ty Bel wholly niwwathy of tre- 


dit, j . 
, It would have beet'a dérelictidy of duty on 


tl , : 
ikea of us who sit here’; it Nebuld hare’ beech 
on a dereliction of duty 1”? those, who have, 

Mer ‘occasions, occupied similar seats in 
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other courts of crimina! justice, when witnesses 
of the same description have been called before 
them, not to repel such Witncsses at Once from 
| the book on which they were about to be sworn, 
and to tell the country thar they ought not to be 
‘received :—but they are and always have becn 
received. Their testimbny, however, 18 to be 
received and acted upon with an attentive and 
scrupulous consideration of its merit and value: 
in cach particular instance, they cme sullied 
with some degree of contamination, by a parti- 
cipation in the very crime they impute to others; 
but the witness who comes thus prima facie con- 
taminated, may be so confirmed by the consis- 
| tency and clearness of his own narration, and 
| still more by its conformry to and coincidence 
with the substance of the testimony delivered by 
others, not likely to have conspired with him in 
the crime itself, or to have had the means of 
concerting and colluding with him as to the 
matter of his testimony, and still more, if such 
(a witness is found to be confirmed by a va- 
riety of collateral and independent facts and 
| circumstances, involving the names, characters, 
land transactions of multitudes of persons, aid 
if, at last, the whole of h's testimony should ap- 
| pear to be broken in upon by no one fact of 
| contrary testimony, duricg a discussion and 
hearing occupying so many hours as this has 
i done, and in the course of which the names of 
so many persons have been brought forward as 
actors in very extraordinary scencs, described as 
having passed in so many places, }ssy, if the 
entire narrative as to persons, places, and thin.s, 
not in itself incons'stent or improbable, should 
ultimately appear to be falsifed in no instance 
whatever, in such case, a person originally 
standing under some degree of doubt and sus- 
picitn from the nature of his situation, and from 


| 


i the quality of his testimony, becomes, at last, 


entitled to be believed in the fullest manner, 
accredited and confirmed ashe then is in the 
matter of his testimony, by such a body of col- 
lateralevidence, as I have, by way of supposition, 
assumed, and you may probably consider as hav 
ing been given iff the present instance. In the 
case ‘of Charneck, one of the conspirators in the 
assassination plot in the time of Walliem the 
Third, which hos been ched to you by the 
counsel for the crown, Lord Holt says, that 
‘“* conspiracies are deeds of darkness as well as 
of wickedness, the discovery wiicreof can pro- 
perly come only from the conspirators them- 
selves’;’’ and that the evidence of accomplices 
“hag always been allowed good proof in all 
ages, and they uré the ‘most proper ‘witnesses, 
for otherwise it is hardly possible, if nor al- 
together im possible, to have a full propf of such 
sécret contrivances,” and, he adds, ** such dis- 
civeries dre'ro be encouraged in all governments, 
wittio t Which there canbe no safety.” Besides 
che ‘connexion and communication with the 
treacon, it miy be different in different indivi- 
duals’ in°some ir’ may be stich as only to con 
sritute a case of mivprision of treason, or it 
inay be treason, if the concealment of and aps 
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others wis such, as to afford actual treasonable 
measures proposed. Such conduct would, in 
that case, implicate the person in the crime, as 
a principal in the hightreason, and not merely 
as a party guiity of misprision, by concealing 
the objects of a traiterous conspiracy, after full 
knowledge of them.—But there js another class 
of persons, which canno: properly be considered 
as coming within the description, er as partak- 
ing of the criminal contamination; accom- 
plices, I mean persons, entering into commu- 
nication with the conspirators, with an origiaal 
purpose of discovering their secret designs, and 
disclosing them fur the benefit of the.public. 
‘The existence of such original purpose on their 
part, is best evinced by a conduct, which pre- 
cludes them from ever wavering in or swerv- 
ing from the discharge of their duty, if they 
miglit otherwise be disposed so to do, as in the 
case of one who bound himself to his duty by 
an early communication to another; and re- 
ceived from him directions as to the steps which 
he should afterwards pursue, if he entered mto 
and continued in the apparent prosecution of 
the purposes of the conspiracy ; with this view 
and object he is not an accomplice, although, 
perhaps, a great deuree of objections or disfa- 
vour may attach to him on other grounds, for 
certainly no person of very delicate feelings, 
would choose to go on from day to day, appa- 
rently forwarding the purposes of a conspiracy, 
in order that he might afterwards disclose it and 
bring the parties concerned in it to justice ; but 
still, whatever may be the merit or demerit of 
this species of conduct on other grounds, it is 
not the case of an accomplice—Having made 
these observations to you, as to the nature of 
accomplices and the circumstances under which 
accomplices may justly be considered as credible 
witnesses, and which observations you will of 
course apply, as far as they are justly applicable 
to the witnessesin question, believing therrstory, 
if it is consistent and probable in itself, and con- 
firmed by the testimony of others, and still more, 
much of that confirmation be derived from pure 
and unsuspected sources, and disbelieviog tt 
if it be inconsistent, improbable, and uncon- 
firmed by other evidence. — **** — Here his 
lordship having summed up the evidence pro- 
ceeded.—This is all the evidence that has been 
given, on the part of the prosecution. Gentle- 
men, you were very properly told that this case 
does not involve any question of law. I have 
already observed to you, upon the point that 
was made by the counsel for the prisoner, name- 
ly, that this was a case of treason, where the 
Overt-acts proved consisted merely in words, and 
that mere words could not amount to an ovett- 
act of treason. If this evidence is true, besides 
the otheroverts-acts of meetings and consultations 
seduction «f soldiers, administering of these un- 
lawful oaths for the purposes of this conspiracy ; 
the words were used as the means, instruments, 
and vehicles, fur carrying the avowed treason- 
able objects ofthe parties into effect, by pro- 
psing, arranging, and settling a plan for 
scizing the “Fower and the Bank ia the first 
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instance, and for assassinating his Majesty 
and overturning the.constipution in the secuud.— 
To the observations. made by the defends) :’s 
counsel respecting the testimony of aCeOmpices, 
I have-already adverted. © It is singular capa 
that they expressly admit thar a traiterous scheme 
and conspisacy did exist somewhere ; but wish 
you to believe, the prisoner at the bar never 
concurred in, of was a party to such COmspiracy, 
If there be treason, whwse treason) is it if it be 
nothis? If he be not the traitor, who are the 
persons that are so? If the watnesses are Worthy 
of credit to the extent uf proving the existence 
of the tceason itself, why are they not aiso 
worthy tobe. believed as to the. persons of the 
traitors ? » The safer and more consistent course 
would certainly have been to deny, 10 their tes 
trmony, all credit whatsoever, cither as it estao- 
lished the crime, or as it affected the supposed 
criminal. Lf indeed, they were ueworthy of 
credit m the general course and habits of theu 
lives, and have so demeaned themselves that they 
were not entitled to be believed upon their oatis, 
it was not only competent and highly proper 
for the prisoner to have called persons to prove 
that «the witnesses protuced against him were 
persons wholly unworthy of credit, and not or 
to be believed upon their oaths. Persons tried 
for high treason being, in possession of the names 
of all the witnesses to be brought against them, 
tor more than ten days before their arraignment, 
have ample.and more convenient means of con- 
fronting or discrediting wituesses, than any 
other description «f persons wio are the vojects 
of accusation and trial ; with all these edvan- 
tages of the law in his favour, no evidence oF 
that kind however has been offered, or atiempte! 
to be offered, on the part of the prisones, 4, 4s 
any one of all these several witnesses ; they suid 
therefore before you not impeached, of ciea 
attempted to be impeached, in che usial and oF 
dinary way in whch witnesses grossly unworth} , 
of credit are, properly attacked and discreaitc® 
As to the objection that the buik of the evens 
given in this case proceeds from accomp:|¢ 5 
is certainly true, that the evidence in thh 6 
rests principally (as in.some cases It GoM °°" 
must.almost entirely) upon the evidence of he 
complices. Whar was said by Lord Holt 10 ne 
trial of Charnock, Keys, and King, in 18 
state trials alluded to by the Solicitor pare 
comprises, in afew. words, the good we) ‘id we 
law upon the subject. ** It iscertsin'y, "= 
Lard Holt, ‘* a very hard matter, af 
‘s sible, to discover.crimes of (fis ca be ale 
“accomplices in those crimes shai “bet fele 
% Jowed to be good witnesses against S" 
+ ad swer to 4 
low conspirators. And in ans ong 
aod . ‘¢ that though 22 
jection of the prisoner, ~ he was not # 
‘© complice was a legal witness, be is a vetY 
“< good one 3" Lord Hok adds, | qyithess» put 
“« good witness, if he be a le it otber. 
“ the credit of what he says) 19 4! = judges 
‘© must be left co the jury, on ‘credibill af 
the matter of fact, aud of TN most, 
‘© witnesses.’” In thac case tie are pes 
: j material wit 
I. may. say -almost. the only 
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| facter and feelings ; and if the testimony he 
' gives had been materially confirmd, as it. has 


| “pon the testimony of this, witness, 


| Give it, before you believed ét..Eimblin seo:ives, 
mts wilt recollect, confirmation from: Mrs. Plow- 
an, 


| 12th « 
by Col 
Pand K 

: dited in this, 
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were all: of them, principal conspirators ia. the | 
treason; though one Of themj:\Pendercr aft, 
drew batk» early; from a-detestation of the 
intended) measure of assassinating the king ; 
and there was “ho such confirmatory evidence of 
ersons not concerned “in the v¢riminal project, 
as has been produced upon thepresent occasion. 
You have had proof trom several persons of 
their meeting at public houses ; a.ane instance, 
the landlerd.of the Coach and. Horses, in High- 
street, Whitechapel, who was present, confirms 
not only the cwrcuwmytance of their being at. his 
house, bat vatious other particulars related by 
Windsor, as having passetdoon that occasion ; 
and which are also further eonficmed by the 
two soldiers, Campbell and Dean, who were 
alo present, and meited by the prisoner to par- 
take of the bread and cheese he had sent out for. 
Windsor and Emblin are most materially con- 
firmed by the landlady of anoth=r public: house, 
who overheard ‘those very exeraordinary and 
marked expressions of the prisoner respecting 
his heart being callous, which you cannot have 
forgot. Sorhat in this case, such of the wit- 
nesses as are properly accomplices, have been 
conticmed in a@mauner in which they have hardly 
ever yet been confirmed in other cases. Some 
of those who have been called accomplices, are 
not strictly speaking such. Jf Windsor entered 
into this scheme with the original purpose of 
making a timely discovery of the mischief, and 
that he did so, his immediate communication to 
Mr.Bownas, the advice he received from ‘him for 
his conduct in the business, ‘his subsequent vo- 
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luntary communication to Mr. Stafford, his vo- 
luntary appearance at Union Hall the next day. 
his uncompelled discoveries appear very aoe ak 
to indicate $ upon that supposition, I say, he is | 
not strictly en accomplice. Thongh the. coa- 
cern he had in the business in continuing so 
long, and mixing so intimately, and fowardipy 
with so much spparent yood will and alacrity, 
the objects of the conspiracy, certaiply exhibit 
him to you asa person of no very delicate cha- 


been, and if his general credibility as a witness 
Upon oath, had also been impeached with ef- 
fect, | should certainly have aduised youto pause 
and to 
think well of the degree of credit you ought to 


a8 to the meetings at her house! on the 
f Nov. and’ the memorable language used 
" Despard there, as well as Windsor does; 
mblin is neither contradicted or discre- 
F thee or any other. part of hiv story. 
becgee treasonable conspiracy for the imputed 
td ag at all, and it is adinunted that 
ip » 18 the traitor if she prisoner be not | 
from. ie t He is found ima society, witclt, | 
Chiractes Go ance, Situation; imilifey dus :furmer | 
Un fr “tem habies, seems tochave! been most | 
becee Bite ot and sught cerravnly, to have oheen | 
istasteful tohims. Anh oficet, dreretofore, 





Considerable: rank <and:‘‘command iochis: aa 


[1226 


jesty’s service, is found im. daily conversation 
with ‘soldiers of the lowest, class, at .public- 
houses of the meanestresort, in company,with 
the commonest workmen und labourers, .yet_ ao 
account is attempted to be given of the reasons 
which brought him tothese places, .oc mixed 
him in this extraerdimary sort of society. What, 
it may be asked, led him to the Flying Horse, 
at Newington > What to the Oakley Arms ? 
What to Tewer Hill? What to the Coach 
and Horses, at \Wihwechapel? What induced 
him vo sitdowa there with such men as Wind- 
sor, Weaterbottom, the two seldiers, and Her- 
ron > What, te pattake wah some, and to 
offer'to others, the humble fare he sent for upon 
that occasion > What honourable end or pur- 
pose could he aim at promoting by such de- 
grading intercourse and connexions ? If there 
were any end or purpose which he could safely 
avow, it was incumbent upon him to haveshewa 
it iv evidence to you, But has he explained ia 
evidence, or even attempied to caplam in argu - 
ment, the motive of so extraordinary a conduct, 
Have his counsel! offered one plausible excuse for 
his presence on these occasions, On the contrary, 
wu are left without ihe shadow of a reason, apo- 
, oF excuse, suggested on his hehalf, to re- 
sist the inferences naturally resulting from such a 
conduct as his, as well as you can. He. af- 
fords you no assistance on this head, nor ia 
any deerce enables you to draw a more leticat 
and favourable conclusion from these facts, than 
what they seem tu suggest to you. It would have 
been matter of great satisfaction tome, to have 
been furnished with some matertals of cxplana- 
tion to lay before you on the pare of the defea- 
dant, to account for all these apparent unte- 
ward cirenmstances, but L am furnished with nove. 
The case, as fat as Lam able te discever, contains 
none. The only evidence offered on his behalf, 
is, as to his character, aud that is, as applied to 
the particular point of tkme which i respects, as 
high and unexccprionalile as can be given of any 
human being.—****—Here his bordshrp stuted the 
evidence «which had been given in favor of Col. Des» 
pard’s character. — Now, Gentlemen, this # the 
whole of the cvidence, on ‘the ene side and che 
other ; the first thing necessary to be seen ead 
attended to is, that there has been, am overtract 
of wome ove of the trevsoms charged m the in- 
dictment proved by some one witness to have 
been committed within the local limits of this 
county, The next is, that there be two witnesses 
to the same overt—act, or one witness to one, 
and aaother witness to another overt-act of the 
same Species of treason. Now the meetings and 
consultations at rhese several odluces, and the 
transactions which passed thete, if the witnesses 
to them are believed, are all spoken to by more 
than two Witnesses, so that the competence: and 
sufffcienvy of the proof to bring the case io poi 
of locality of crime, aud the member of witnesses 
necessxty ta proof it accorumg, tu. the requisstiom 
of the *Laiasec, ate pet fect\y satisned-m i Ae, only 
remaining, guésties for yyver consideration, is, 
whether yon bejreve the evidence of Emblin, o€ 
Prancis *, of Blades, and of Windsur, all or Which 


— “o™ Pr 





%) Francisg inthe course a1 hin testimony states 
that one certain day, conversing with Despacd 
concerning the taking of the, Tower, Despard 
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efthem, as to any one of these meetings, con-{ conduct which is now before us. 


Wersalions, os actings impeated by them to the 

isomer at the bar. If you believe Windsor and 
p ablin, the guilt is made out beyond a possibi- 
lity of cuestion; if you have any hesitation about 
believing them, book at the confirmation which 
attends thom First, where is this person actually 
taken? He istaken at the very place, and in 


company with the very persons, st which and | 


with whom, szecording ‘to the account of these 
witnesses, he is in the habit of meeting, convers- 
ing, and consulting for these purposes ; the men 
found with him are taken with this very fur- 
niture and apparatus of mischief about them, of 
which we have heard so much, I mean the printed 
copies of these abominable ourhs ; he is appre- 
hended almost in the act and attitude of com- 
mand, and the rest who where present in the act 
of obeying him. You recollect that when the of- 
ficers came in he advises the company to go out 
of the room one and all; that he marches towards 
the door, and they all rise and follow him. In 
aldition to these circumstances, you find those 
Various circumstances of confirmstion§ seattered 
through the evidence upon which I have ob- 
served already ; in the instance of Windsor, you 
nad that he, on the i2ih of Nov. is introduced by 
Bioughtoa to Col. Despard, at the Flying Horse, 
Newington; this meeting of these parties, and 


the cicumstances attending it, are also proved 4 


by the landlady. The prisoner desires Windsor 
& meet him at the Tower, on Monday, the rsth 
of Nov.; he meets him, he goes to the ‘I'wo Beils, 
at Whitechapel; this stands only on the evidence 
ef Windsor himsclf, but as to the niecting on 
shat day, and about the same time at the Coach 
and Horses, Whitechapel, he is confirmed by 
Walker, the landlord, and by Campbell and Dean, 
the soldicr:, who are all totally unconnected with 
ihe conspiracy, and are pertectly indifferent wit- 
messes ; and they confirm Windsor substantially, 
aud with no very material difference, asto all such 
acts and circumstances as happened there under 
th:ir immediate notice and observation, so that if 
be is believed there is an end of the question, for 
then he, with any one of these other indifferent 
witnesses, constitute two wituesses to an overt-act 
of treason ; if Emblin and Windsor are believed, 
there is a fertior? and end of the question, and the 
law, which requires two witwesscs, ci:her one to 
eae Overt-act and another to another oveit-act 
of the same species of treason, ov two witnesses 
tothe same Overt-act, will have beca most abun- 
dantly satisned, It wili be for you to say what 
eredit you give to the testimony of these witnesses, 
taking atthe same time into your consideration 
the character that has been given of the prisoner, 
which if it had been givea by the witnesses wit 

full means of knowledge of ail that belonged to 
a, down to a much later period of time, so as 
to be considered as exhibiting the continued and 
aciual habits of life and conduct of this gemtie- 
man, he would have stood betore you most 
strongly supported indeed gayest any imputa- 
tion of disloyalty that could have been cast upon 
him. Whether any malignant change of dispo- 
sition has beea fatally wrought im bim since 
the termination of his a¢quaimiance with the no- 
bliclord and sit Alured Clarke, we kuow not; we 
‘eat Only dook to the iplain evidence of external 
acts, tothe uncontradicted ‘history ‘of his recent 





aid * that nothiag could be done that day, be- 
* cause he expected money and news from France.’ 


world an historical narration of event 
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If you be! eve 
ail the witnesses to be generally unworthy ot 


credit, or if in the particular facts sworn to by 
them you cannot bring yourselves..to believe 
Windsor and Emblin, Francis and Blades. por- 
withstanding the confirmation they have all ree 
ceived from so many various sources, then this 
persom ought to be exempted frum the conse. 
quences of the charge made upon him: bur if 
you do believe them, I am afraid in that. ea ¢, 
that as there is no doubt upon any question ot 
law, so neither will there be much room for 
doubt upon any of the questions ot fact, which 
are now fully left to you, for your consideration. 

The jury withdrew and returned in about 2; 
minutes with averdict of Guilty, but recommend. 
cd the prisoner to mercy, on account of tie 
high testimonials of former good character aad 
EQunent scivices. 








Kiwoe’s Bencu.—TIue Kinc v. Pectigr.—F 5. 21. 


This was a prosecution brought by the Attorney-Gere- oo | 
ral upon information against the Defendant for a bbe an —- | 


Busnaparté. For more particular information respecting 
this curious trial, see different parts of the Register, res : 
ferred to in the Index.—The cause was opened by — aon 
the Attorney General, who, after some introduc- 
tory observations proceeded as tollows.—For what 
brings me here now before you is this: I prove- 
cute this publication as a libel, because, I say, it 
has a tendency to endanger the security, the tran- 
guillity, and the peace ot the country 5 thats the 
charge that brings me here; that ts the charge 
that brings the defendant here. And, genticmcn, 
if Lam right in stating, that the charge will ve 
supported by this information ; and if you sous 
go along with me in thinking the defen i: 
guilty of that charge, when the question she 
come for consideration, what the punishment 
shall be on the person who is found guilty; "" 
should occur to my learsed friend, fiom the mn- 
structions of his client, that the legal prnaert 
of the first Court of Justice in this couutry sim 
be made the vehicle of s'ander, shall be made - 
means of aggravating thar offence, “¥ = 
greater weight and extension to the libe: vA ‘he 
cute, I think I should ill discharge my Gury ™ ihe 
Public, that I should ill discharge DF eT eat 
honour and the character of the English - pov 
tratien of law, if I did no: press it to tae 
deration of the Court in inflicting oot P miod 
ment; if { did not take the liberty t etlk 
them, that they should take care, that whe’ 
proceedings of a court of justice laendud 
vehicleof that mischict they wee ™ "d marky 
repress, the punishment inflicted ee ile 
uot only to France, but to ali the one of jus 
tice will not, with ampuaity, allow ended dela” 
ings 10 become the means of such pet ecution of 
mation:—*  #  #—This 1s aot che 9 " pefore the 
a publication, which may be iayiog PC" 
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honest geal, thouch even with some degree: of 
freedom appreaching to licentiousness. Nor is 
it a prosecution for a picce of flippancy, of inso- 
lence or impudeace ov those who are the olfects 
of st, and on which account it mnght be ueated 
with contempt. But it ts the case of 4 prosecu- 
tion bringing into notice a publication, which, as 
it seems to me, must be considered originally, and 
from the first, as a libel and defamation, that has 
detamatien for its sole object, or at least for its 
best object, and its general object. Yhe farthe 
object of it, I think L shall satisty vou, 1s to excite 
the subjects of that magistrate whom our country 


peace, to excite the subjects of that country to 
rebel against their chief magistrate, de ficre, and 
farther to exerte them to his assassination and to 
his murder. —Uhat being the general object and 
character, which FT ascribe to the publication I 
prosecute, | have to sate to you, moc particolar- 
ly, that it is charged by this prosecution as hav- 
iog been published with the mmtention of t aduc- 
ing and detaming Nepoicou Buonaparté; awho ts 
stated, as he is knewn to be, the Fitse Consul and 
Chict Magistrate of Fiance: betwcoen whom and 
¢iiis country, at the time of the publication, there 
was, abd continues to be, peace and amity. That 
it was published with the intention of bringing 


him into hatred and contempt, not only with the 


subjects of this country, but with the subjects of 
bis own; and for the purpese of exciting the sub- 
yccts of that couutry to rebel against him, and to 
rcmove him trom the situation of power, which 
he held; and farther, that at was published with 
the imention ot exeiting to his assassination and 
his death, and likewise with the intention of dis 
turbing and iaterrupting that peace which exists 
beiween that country and thas, With this inten- 
tion it is charged to have been published ; with 
this tendency it is characterized as having been 
published Having stated the outlines and ma- 
ture of this case as to the state of the question on 
the law, | do nat think Lam at all cailed on to 
‘tace any general prinewle of law which may ap- 
MY, Or at least strictly to dehne to what extent 
tic sovernment of a2 country, at peace with our 


/ own, may lawfully be made the subject of ani- 
’ Madversion, ! 


sm not aow called upon to lay 
Cown such a definition, but undoubted:y there 
me broad distinctions o2 the subject. | have 


»awtkh . . . / 
| Po dithculty in laying down this’: for instance, I 
e think ne: liad 


9 Man can suppose that lL meaa to con- 
that any publication professing to consider 
onduct of @ foreign government at peace 
“US; would bea libel; which, if applied to 
uvernment of our own country, would not be 
edto be such. ‘Though the province of the 
wp ear he the detail of facts, yet if he introdne- 
€H air Ciscu sion of the politician, or of the 
i oats on the facts and events he detailed, 
* Bnquestionably, puohished faitly and 

- a. roe Ions as a cover tor slander and deta- 
~ salads aa a publication d should certainly ne- 
Ute, ig phen ‘ecming the subject of prosecution. 
Bole ohiect poe he this 5 it defamatioa be the 
ion has the this publicationyand if the:publica- 
iting that he the direct tendency of ex- 
oudtey sR ee jealousy and hatred a0 the 
Me an . the publication is directed 
icnate ahe eeprom which:at. issues, and to 
Wy aod ep ostoms etithatcountry irom var 
/ Consequently to interrspt the inter- 
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cource of peace which subsicted between them, IT 
think it is not Wkely any lawyer will stand up 
and say such a publication ts not a tibel, and that 
the auchor of it ought net to be punished; but 
even that is not ths offence. The offence herve 
charged to have been committed by the defendant 
is this, that his publicarion is a direct incitement 
and exhortation to the people of the French Ree 
public co vise up in arms against their First Consul 
and Chief Magistrate. to arrest the power from 
the hands in which, de fects, it ts placed, and to 
take Awavtbe Ite of a man who preside overt 
Is xt possible we can have any difficuley 
in supporting this proposmion, (hat such a pub- 
lication is an offence avainst the law of this coun- 
try:—* * * #, it frst, what 
I conceived to be the ob} ct and tendency ot this 
work; and now !ct me pur ir to you, wheche rvor 
do not think, with me, tis is a crime in thes 
country?) Whether che exhortation to assassimas 
tion, in time of peace, is not a very high off nce ? 
If it were in time ot should have no ditt 
culty in stating, that there is something so base, 
so disgraceful ; there is someihing 
every thingy that belorgs to the chasacrer ot an 
Enolishman ; there is seamethiov so immora! it 
the idea of assassination, that the cahertation ro 
assassinate thic, or any other Chiet Mayistrate, 
would be a crime against the honourable feelings 
of the english law. Whoteticet, then, muse ft 
have, when, instead of being at war, we are at 
peace with that Sovereign, Do nor let any ile 
declamation on that denominerion impose upen 
your mtudss Whether the present Ibe] was dt 
rected against a monarch sitting on his throne, 
from long hereditary descent, on whether he isa 
person saised to this power by the revolution, 
from the choice of thar country, or fiom any other 
cause, it makes no difference. He js a+ facto the 
Chief Magistrate, and 1% to be respected by those, 
who are the subjects of that country, who owea 
temporary ailegianee to lim, He ts to be recpect- 
ed as if his ancestors had enjoyed the ne powér 
for a number of generations.—* * * *, 

Phe pieading heing finished, and the cvidenec 
closed, Lord Chief Justice Eilenborough addressed 
the Jury in the following words sl he matter wa 
issue includes thice things: Ist, the foct of pub. 
lication : adiv, the truth of the allegations in the 
record 3 and rly, the natun, quality, and ten- 
dency of ile papers themselves— This informe- 
tion 1s filed against the delendant for several pas- 
sages, that have been selected from the publica- 
tion called the Jmdiern, trom the tirst and third 
numbers of that publication. Several of these 
papers have been read, tirot in the Prench lan- 
guage, and then tn an tagitsh translation, the 
taithfulness of which does put appear to be mate- 
rially impeached.—As to the first thing, the fact of 
publication that seems to he proved by the cvidenre 
of i: Debotle, who published, and acted uodec 
the orders of Mr. Peltier, the defendant, It is 
unnecessary to detail the partionlars, because it 
docs not seem to be mater of contest, that he was 
the publisher under the orders of Mr, Peisjer, and 
therefore hets liable, if thee are libellous pubh- 
cations. . That Napoleon Buonaparté. was, the 
Chic! Magistrate and Frest Consul, of trance is 
admitted, And «that the relations ot peace, and 
friendship spblsist. between us and the French Re- 
public, and did so-at the time of these publica- 
tiunsy is also admitted. And, indeed,’ they were 
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capable of easy proof, if they had not. Their | ‘‘ if you mustyield to the destinies, Rome, inthis 
potoriety seems to render the actual proof very | “ sad reverse, at least there remains to aven-e 


wnnecessary.—The next, and only remsining ma- 
terial point for your consideration, is, the nature 
aod qualiry of the publications themselves. k 
has becn attempted by the learned counsel for 
the defendant to represent them as ironical and 
Satirical papers, wiitten as against some particu- 
lar factions in France, and not immediately dizect- 
ed against the character and person of the First 


** you, 3 poinard among the last Romans.” —__ 
Now, does not that express a lamentation, a 
wish, on the part ef the person, that writes this, 
that they (the people of France) would use the 
poinard against the supposed oppressor and usurp. 
er of thety government, which had been used with 
effict agaimst Cxsar, the usurper of the Roman 
Government ? And, in another part of this 





Magistrate of that country. It will be for you te | publication, he says, “ As for me, tar from en- 


say, on the fullest consideration of ali the cxrenm- 
stances of this case, whether you are not satistied 
these papers do contain matter reviling and high - 
ly reflecting on that considerable magistrate, and 
hoid out a direct incitement amd encouragement 
te assassinate his person.——Geatiemen, is My 
duty to state to you, that every publication that 
has a tendency to promote public mischicf, whe- 
ther by causing irritation ia the minds of the sub- 





jects of this realm, that may induce them te com- 
mit a breach of the public peace, or whether it 


** vying his lot, let him name, E consent to it, his 
“< wortiry suecessor ; carried on the shield let him 
* be clected Emperor, Finally (and Romulus re- 
“cals the thing to mind), F wish, that on the 
** morrow he may have his apotheosis. Amen.” 
——This is a direct wish; on the part of the pub- 
lisher of this work, that if he should be clected 
Emperor of that country of which he then held 
the government, his death might be instanta- 
neous, or that his destruction mrghit follow on the 
next day. Every body knows the supposed story 


may be more public and specific, and extending | of Romulus. He disappeared 5 and his death was 
to the morals, the religion, or magistracy of the | supposed to be the effect of assassination. Now 


country—these are all cases of libel. But more 


this seems to be incapable of equivocation, if the 


particularly, as in the present case, by defaming | words were equivocal, and could bear two con- 
the persons and characters of magistrates and | structions, I should advise you to adopt the mild- 


ethers in high and eminent situations of power | est. 


But if these words cam bear this seme and 


and dignity in other countries, inconsistent | this only, we cannot trifle with our duty. We 
with amity and friendship, expressed im such | cannot invent or feign a srgnification or import, 


terms and such a manner as to iuterrept the 


amity and friendship between the two counwies | 
—every such publication is what the law calls | 


a hbel. Cases of this sort have occurred within 
all our memories. My Lord George Gordon 
published a libel on the person and character of 


the Queen of France; and another person pub- | by eloquence almost unparalleled, by which ¢ 


| 


' 
| 


| 


| 


which the fair sense of the words does not sug- 
gest. Gentlemen, upon the whole matter, on 
the best consideration L have been able to give 





| these different publications, it appears to me, tic 


dircet an indirect aim and tendency of them (not 


withstanding the very ingenious gloss, and —_ 
icy 


lished a libel on the late Emperor Paul, in both of | were defended), was to degrade and vilify, to rea 


which cases there were prosecutions. Im the first 
lowed. ‘The other case went the length of acon- 
vietion, andin respect to the legal effect of both 
these prosecutions, I am net aware it was ever 
judicially questioned. And therefore I lay it down 
as law, tha any publication which tends to de- 
grade, revile, and detame persons in considerable 
situations of power and dignity in foreign coun- 
trics may be taken to be and treated: as a libel, 
and particularly where it had a tendency to iater- 
rupt the amity and peace between the two coun- 
tries. If any publication contains a plain and 
manifest incitement and persuasion addressed to 
others to assassinate and destroy the persons of 
such magistrates, as the tendency of such a pnb- 
lication 1s te interrupt the harmony subsisting be- 
tween two countries, the libel assumes a still more 
eriminal complexion. Now ler us look at the 
Ode which is attribured to'Chenier. This is an- 
mediately prefaced by a declaration that he would 
collect all the materials he ‘could employ on the 
edifice he was to raise to the glory of Buonaparte, 
such as should be suitable to his glory; so that 
his object scems-to have been to libel the charac- 
ter of Buenaparté. it is not to be supposed these 
Vetses were writtem by Chenier. Such things often 
a under fei names ; ne msn be for 

W tO sayy r these words do not import a 
direct incitement to the assassination of that Mr- 
gistrate /—** Oty! erernabdisgrace of France ! Cxsar 
“ on the banksofthe Rubicon, has against him, in 
“ his quarrel, the Senate, Pompey, aud Cato ; and 
* in the plains of. Pharsalia, ié fostunc is unequal 





| 


| 


case there: was a couviction and punishment fol- | 


der odious and contempuible, the person of the 
First Consul, in the estimation of the pecpit © 
this countey and ot France, especially the est 
mation of the people of France, anc likewise " 
@exciie to his assassination and destruction. - 
appearing to be the immediate and direct gent 
ey of chese publications, I cannot ip ecw” 
discharge of my duty do otherwise than ny et 
these publications having such a teudeacy, 
spect of a foreign magistrate, and being pun” 
within this country, and the consequence 0 wg 
publications having a direct ee cent 
rupt and destroy the peace and amity D° 


° Ang 
° aay 
two countries, are, ia point of law, wine -— 


he 


, in the correct discharge of your wate scegeit 
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| mo memory of past, or expectation « 
| jury, will warp you from the 
| course of justice. 
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with reprobation all projects of assess" 
| porate gy Pie wise, how — poor 
» jects. of this sort may be, if not aes a 
| and discouraged iv this country: they | safety i 
taliated: oni the head of all those ye our set 
must dear to: us.——Gentlemen, | hich the ia 
dict will strengthen the relations by ¥"! 
terests of this country are conmectee sity 
of France, and tha it will ilbustrate chat 
every quarter of the world the ee of the 
has besa rand universally ee al of thé 
unsullied parity of British judicat® orm 
impartiality by which their decs!08® are from viet 
ly gav a The Jury, withort peniriag 


honpinnel of Gutltys 


returned a verdict % 
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PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, 


From THURSDAY THE 3RD°OF Fesruary (the Day the Houses met after the 
Christmas Reces§), TO THursDay THE 30TH OF JUNE, 1803, inclusive. 


N. B.: The Debates ‘of’ that part of the session previous to the Christmas recess» 
will. be found in the Register, Vol. II. from p. 1625 to p. 1800.—Observe also, 
‘that the Debates onlij ‘aré* inserted’here, and that Minutes of the minor pro- 
ceedings willbe found inserted in the several preceding Jheets of this volume.— 
See the Table of Gontents for the several subjects and the speakers’ names ; also 
‘for the pages where to find the Minutes.—At the beginning of each debate, the 
Minutes of: the proceedings, of the day are referred to. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


es 


‘Monday, Feb. 7. (See Minutes, p. 184.) 


[. ANK RESTRICTION BILL.] The CuHan- 
CELLOR of the *ExCHEQUER, pursuant 
to notice, rose to move for leave to bring 
in a bill to’continue, for a time to be 
limited, the act which prohibits the issue of 
specie from the Bank. He stated, that it was 
with the utmost reluctance he submitted this 
proposition to the House, but the reasons which 
suggested it were too strong, and the necessity 
too urgent, to be resisted. That necessity, 
however, he hoped would soon disappear ; 
and, notwithstanding the opinions which had 
gone abroad, and the new theories which, 
within the last year, had taken their rise from 
respectable quarters, and had obtained the 
sanction of some very intelligent persons, he 
(Mr. A.) anxiously and impatiently looked 
forward to the day, which he trusted was not 
far removed, when the Bank would be at 
liberty to resume its payments in specie. As 
to the grounds upon which the expediency of 
the restriction originally rested, he did not now 
think it necessary to discuss them, though he 
was fully persuaded of the wisdom which sug- 
ape and the forcible considerations which 
necesaty 4 eed Gauri less did he think it 
sary to enter into any inquiry respectin 

Ps sufficiency of the Bank 18 anvéer Pl the 
mands upon it. When such an inquiry was 
a pA ronceiye the case was novel and ex- 
re : inary, and therefore to satisfy the public 
an in rm then state of Europe, and the pre- 
pe Ce Of appreheasion, was proper and ne- 
ary. But what was the result ofthat in- 
jab an itremoved even the possibility 
sie ton as to the circumstances of the 
» and what intelligent person could Have 
fident” hat He was con- 
in ay this instant there did not exist 
solidity of the Berea G SOF doubt as, tothe 
now, becomes Be eR arenas ould not 
it might. be.» t, subject, for inquiry, though 
advisable imei Insisted- on: asian 





to propose. eli me > motion she hosomt 
, ea ginally-condemmed : 

on who s+ e of | te 
Proceedi NALace of the chtary 


ngs ich folk a , ling ae 
mu : owed, were yet at a 
vor nr Period, from a sense of duty, ad- 








verse to the idea of suffering the Bank sud- 
denly to resume its operation. Such was the 
case in the last session, when some of those 
Gent. concurred in the propriety of continu- 
ing the restriction, because the course of ex- 
change was against this country. A similar 
reason, he remarked, prompted him on this 
occasion to move for a still farther continuance 
of this restriction. At present, the state of 
our exchange with Hamburgh was at par— 
with Amsterdam it was unfavourable. If then 
our disadvantageous situation, with regard to 
exchange, was last session considered a suf- 
ficient argument for this measure, he would 
appeal to the candour and good sense of the 
House, under the present circumstances of tle 
country, when very little cash could be ex- 
pected from Hamburgh, and none at all from 
Amsterdam; when, in fact, no influx of bul- 
lion’from the continent could be immediately 
looked for, whether it would be expedient to 
allow the restriction to cease? He would also 
ask, as it was found necessary to permit the 
issue of country bank notes, whether the 
sudden issue of cash from the Bank would not 
produce arun upon the country banks, and 
a consequent run upon the Bank of England, 
which might be productive of the most serious 
consequences. From these considerations, as 
there was no feturn of bullion from the con- 
tinent, he would rather submit to the incon- 
venience of continuing the restriction even 
longer than might be actually necessary, than 
risk the consequences. of setting aside that ge- 
striction too soon.. Fram motives of precaus 
tion, therefore, he brought forward this mea- 
sure. He did not mean to underrate the in, 
conveniencies which resulted from the stop- 
page of the Bank, but he would maintain that 
it were better to endure those inconveniencies, 
than to expos the country to the effects which 
were likely to arise from prematurely remov- 
ing the restriction, ,He hoped, however, the 
period, wq p.atriye, when the progressive 
adyancement-of our.commerce, would produce 
such a steady inclinasi hangein our 


favour,» as: would.enable! with perfect safut y 
to ‘permit the-Bank tos 


its. pay ments in 
mtvstate of 
explain 
that 
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1235] PARLIAMENTARY DE 
grain on the continent, and that for this pur- | 
pose not less than twenty millions of specie | 
had been sent out of the country: when then | 
such a drain as this, arising from a cause which 
was not likely soon to occur again, was corr 
bined with the drain of cash for the payinen 
of our army and navy, it would be obvious 
that we should wait the operations of a flou- 
rishing commerce, to bri g back some propor- 
tion of thi amount 
attempted to permit tl 


ti 
¢ /* 
Upon these 


( 


| 


Vv 7 
Vas 


a] aol 


1¢ Bank to Issue specie. 
it 


a ; 
re mnae hea 
ss mINasS He Tell 


‘ continuing the restriction on the payment in 
“ snecie by the Bank of England.” He re- 


peated his nitention of opposing any motion | 


for a committee to examine the affairs 
Bank, &c. because he saw 1 
such a proceedinz. He had already 


of the 
+ 


’ 

s 
ve 
iA 


stated 


the distinct ground upon which he brought | 
forward his motion, namely, the state of ex-| 


change, which was m&tter of public notoriety, 
and therefore required no committee to ascer- 
tain it, and the circumstances of the country 
banks; both of which formed the principal 
arguments for the adoption of a stmilar motion 
in the last session. 


Mr. TrerneEy said it was naturally to be 
expected that he should be first to rise after 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. as such particular allusion 
had been made to his conduct and observa- 
tions on a motion similar to that before the 
House, which the Rt. Hon. Gent. had brought 
forward in the course of the last session; and 
it seemed to be insinuated, 


support the measure now under discussion. 


He admitted that though originally hostile to | 


the stoppage of the Bank, he thought that the 
peculiar circumstances of the country last ses- 
sion, rendered it inexpedient to take off the 
restriction ; but those circumstances no longer 
existed, and he therefore objected to the mo- 
tion of the Rt. Hon. Gent. without some pre- 
vious inquiry respecting the Bank, and parti- 
cularly upon the grounds stated. The matter 
was of too much importance to rest om such a 
basis; for, however familiar Gent. mi 


=) 


with the stoppage of the Bank, however loose-| 
ly the subject might be talked of in conversa-| 
ton, or however little it might be thought of, 


by those who were unconnected with com- 
mercial transactions, it was in the outset con- 
sidered a prodigy, which in its consequences 
operated a change in the whole order of money 
transactions. He did not now intend to give 
any opinion whether. the restriction ought to 
continue, or to be abolished altogether; but 
he wished to impress upon the House the pro- 


priety of careful deliberation on the necessity 
of previous inquiry. If there Was’ a‘ subject 


under the consideration of Parliament, which 
called for the most satisfactory explanation, 
certainly that Row 


Pa 


é 





-, of that House, 


i bullion, before we | 
t< ate 2 + 
nimseil justified | 
ae ‘aposinge, © 'T} leave be eiven to bri if 
In proposing, hat leave be given to bring | 
** in a bill, to continue an act of last session, for | 


» necessity for | 


that, in point of} 
consistency, he (Mr. Tierney) was bound to | 


ght be | 


before the House was of 
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hat nature. The Rt. Hon. Gent. indeed had 
mentioned the state of the exchange; but was 
the House to have no other information but 
from his speech? How few were the Gent. 
whose habits or cannexions 
gave them an opportunity of knowing any 
thing about the exchanges? The Rt. Hon. 
Gent.’s statement of the exchange with Ham- 
burgh happened to be known to him (Mr. 
Tierney), but perhaps the same fact might not 
be known to many othexs of the House. 

only document was the Rt. Hon. Ge 
speech: was that, he would ask, sufficient 
authority to legiflate upon? Could it be en- 
| tered on the Journals, and go down to pos- 
terity to account for and justify the assent ot 
the House to this extraordinary measure? Of 
the necessity of a committee of inquiry to 
satisfy. the public mind, and to explain and 
| vindicate the conduct of the House to the 
country and to posterity, he was firmly per- 
suaded. He did not, however, propose to 
| conclude with any motion to that effect, with 
out first perceiving the temper of the House 
favourable to his views; for, though it ap- 
peared to him highly desirable, yet he would 
| not wish to provoke the trouble of debate and 
division, if the sentiments of the House did 
not seem to coincide with his own. If they 
did, his proposal would be to pass the bill tor 
two months, and to appoint a Committee In 
the interim, to consider how far it would be 
proper to continue the restriction farther, or 
to discontinue it altogether. Such was his 
idea; but the Rt. Hon. Gent. seemed to 
that the Report of a committee six years ago 
was quite sufficient, though the House had 
no account whatever of the proceedings of the 
Bank ever since. It seemed to be considered 
of no consequence how their concerns ha 
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been since coaducted: no one appeared 10 
care whether the Bank had sufficient prov'sie” 
to answer its demands, or even whether tn 
estriction had been aetually profitable => 
jurious to its interests—whether it hac 
minished or increased the security of pubix 
credit. All these things ought to be know» 
| but all was mystery. No other ground ¥3 
laid for the motion, but that the sarge 
vith Hamburgh was at par; and upon” " 
naked fact it was proposed to do awa) ~ 
which scarcely any circumstance open 
rant—namely, the right of the public oat 
ditor to convert Bank Notes into cash. we 
Rt. Hon. Gent. had confessed that he I he 
mitted this motion with reluctance, se he 
(Mr. Tierney) sincerely believed it, Tied, 
really thought that the Rt. Hon. ge ort 
a very short time back, no sae 
posing the continuance of this restric 
he did not mean to assert from ei 
of any particular knowledge of the 
Gent.’s sentiments; but the convict! 
. th the Howse; of the 
with, id 
House, 
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him to imagine, from the notice of the conti- ] ple, upon the probable recurrence of such an 
nuance of this bill being only given twenty-one | exchange at a future day, would be apt to 
davs before its expiration, that the motion did | make such a run on the Bank, as might be pro- 
not originate in sound discretion and dclibe ‘a- | ductive of very serious consequence $ indeed. 
tive judgment of the Kt. Hon. Gent. himself, Che reason which the Rt. Hon. Gent. advariced, 
but was pressed upon hin voy the recommenadae- | COUIG NOt surel 
tion of others. He trusted, hewever, the | Directors: if so, it was very unworthy of 
House would not adopt this monstrous bill | them. ‘They should not plead any little ex- 
at a time when there was even no plausible | pense or trouble which might occur in pro- 
pretext for it, when no money was likely to go | curing bullion, if they wanted it, as a reason 
out of the country, when no alarm prevailed | against accommodating the public by paying 
her domestic or foreign politics, when | their own notes, particularly after the vast 
no fear of any sudden press on the Bank could | sums they had put in their pockets. The 


r | +) 1 mre +> i enEeres - 
y oe tne SURPOSSckk n of the Bank 


— 


be entertained. All that was mentioned in the | public had a right to say to them, “ You have 
hape of a reason, was, that the exchange | been for the last six year's reaping a productive 
was not at par: then, of course, no money | harvest from our inconvemence; we only ask 


would go out of the COUNTY. Were not these of you now to convert into cash the notes for 
considerations sufficiently strong to urge the | which we have given you credit so long,’ 
House to agree to an inquiry? Was it not | and the Bank ought to be provided to answer 

terial to shew the country what the Bank | this reasonable request. They could have no 
was doing? —That it was preparing to open, | apology for declining it, unless incapacity ; 


. 


pay in specie ; that it was ready to do so | and he did not suppose that to be the case.— 

cn Parliament should permit. The Bank | If the bill should pass, he, in his conscience, 
Directors ought to shew that there was no | believed it to be entirely a matter of gonveni- 
danger in their responsibility. He was not un-|ence. No Bank Director, he was confident, 
willing to compliment the Bank Directors, but | would go before a committee of that House 
he would wish them to compliment the public, | (for he would not take a speech), and assert 
even as they did in 1797, when the original | that the present state of the exchange would 
ion tcok place, and when they pub-| be a good reason for half an hour’s farther 
lished a resolution that they were ready, if | delay in the issue of specie from the Bank, 
poutical considerations permitted, to pay ca.h | No Director could dare to say, at a time when 
their notes. ‘This resolution did not pre- | trade was flourishing, profound peace pre- 
cede the bill which sanctioned the Order of 


| vailing, and no alarm whatever appearing, that 
Council, and surely it would be but decent to | the exchange being at par would be a suf- 
givethecor ntry something hkethe same evidence ficient, ground for the motion before the House, 
u g to the Report of | He exhorted the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
the committee of1797,theproportionofcashand |to think on the necessity of allaying the 
bullion inthe Bank amounted to one million, | opinions which were afloat in the country. 
when the Order of Council was issued; and | Several factions agitated the public mind, and 
some short time afterwards this sum was }each had their literary advocates. One of 
increased to six millions. Was it not now a/| these advocates, in defence of the system of 
ht subject for inquiry? What had become of | his party, had lately written a pamphlet, 
tus six millions if it was forthcoming to meet | intitled, “* The Iniquity of Banking,” and ano- 
any ex.genc y? and if it was, why should the | ther immediately replied in a pamphlet, in- 
} nk hesitate to resume their operation? They | titled, “| Money an useless Ineuwmbrance.’’ 
¢ uld not be afraid of arun upon them, for | Perhaps, added Mr. {. it would be very pru- 
“40 could now think of ony material advan- | dent in the House to step in between these 
tage from hoarding gold? But the Rt. Hon. | disputants, and by the Report of a committee 
cnt. Objects to their paying in cash, be-/| settle their opinions, and set the public mind 
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Cause the exchange is not at par. If the Rt.| at ease. Something ought certainly to be 
Hon, Gent. resolves to restrain the Bank while | done to diminish, if not to put an end to the 
exchange is at par, there are men of the | disgrace of a measure which injures our credit 
est intelbgence and character, who are of | in the eyes of foreigners, and distracts the 


“te on that the exchange will be kept up. | course of pecuniary dealings in our own coun- 
vit why should the Rt. Hon. Gent. indulge | try. ‘The Hon. Member observed, that it had 
the ¢ fe ars? His late financial statement ought | been much the fashion to regret the absence 
ri ustain his confidence, He there describes | of a certain Rt. Hon. Gent. (Mr. Pitt), whom 
ihe revenue of the present year as one | he always heard when he did attend the House, 
lion, ane that of the next year as two mil- | with pleasure and attention, however he might 
ie a as ees that sufficient to protect the differ with him in opinion. Now, upon this 
pencil « public credit in any suitable emer- | occasion he could not help regretting that Rt. 

cy: If the rate of exchange, as it now | Hon. Gent.’s non-attendance ; for he was con- 


thew? Was really to be made an argument for ffident, were he in the House, he (Mr. T.) 
ver, Oppage. of the Bank, it would leave a| would have in him a most powerful ally. 
and 4ngcrous impicssion ia the country ; | (TbeChancellor of the Exchequer shook his bead. ) 

“, Tecollecting the circumstances, the peo- | Mr. Tierney remarked, the Rt. Hon. Gent. 
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shakes his head upon this assertion; and, no | 
doubt, that is all that will be got out of him. 
trange, added Mr. T. when I mention the 
probable opinion of the Rt. Hon. Gent. I have 
alluded to, A shakes his head, and B gives a 
significant nod; but when I say that if that Rt. 
Hon. Gent. were here, he would be consistent, 
I hope I shall offend none of his friends ; and 
I am confident that his consistency would 
urge him to support my opposition to this 
motion, if he should come down, and I most 
conscientiously think he will; for when that 
Rt. Hon. Gent. proposed this measure ori- 
ginally, he gave the House the most detailed 
reports to shew the grounds upon which his 
ideas of the necessity were founded. The Hon. 
Member concluded with observing, that he did 
not wish the Bank doors to be at once thrown 
open, without due deliberation; his desire 
was, that a committee should be appointed, 
composed of such intelligent persons as formed 
the original committee on this subject, many 
of whom were at present in the House, and 
who would be able to give such a mass of 
useful information to the country as would 
satisfy the public of the justice and policy of 
any measure founded upon it. If such a pro- 
ceeding were not adopted, he was convinced 
the people would very naturally think the 
measure proposed bythe Rt. Hon. Gent. rather 
an act of convenience than of necessity. The 
Bank would be condemned if they should lose 
the opportunity of this committee to vindi- 
cate their conduct, and the House would be 
set down rather as the blind followers, or 
suspected accomplices, of the Bank, than as 
the faithful guardians of the public interest. 


Mr. Fox began by observing, that if the Rt. 
Hon. Gent. felt such reluctance as that which 
he expressed to bring forward the present pro- 
position, and such anxiety to see the period 
arrive when a measure of that nature would be 
deemed no longer necessary, much more ur- 
gent reasons than those he had heard should, 
in his opinion, be adduced in its support. If, 
however, necessity, or a strong propriety, 
called for its adoption, he was not disposed to 
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urge any objection to it: at the same time he 
should feel more satisfaction if there were laid | 
before him sufficient grounds to justify his 
ascent ; and in that view he concurred with 
the Hon. Gent. (Mr. Tierney) who spoke last, 
in thinking that some inquiry should be in- 
stituted into the causes that gave rise to the 
continuance of the restriction, that it might 
appear whether they were of a nature to 
render the restriction necessary or not. The 
principal grounds on which the continuance of 
the suspension now seemed to be rested, were | 
the state of the exchange between this and | 
other countries, and the small quantity of | 
bullion that of late had been imported. Was 
it then to be understood that whenever the 
state of the exchange was so unfavourable 
as to leave no room to expect the importation | 





‘acquiesced with the 


_bouring any suspicions prejudict 
‘rectors of thé Bank ; on the contrary, 
' danger attended the opening of the 
it was admitted that dangers did atten 
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of bullion, a restriction should be put on 
the cash payments of the Bank? Such a mode 
of reasoning would, on the face of it, seem 
to go to establish it as a general axiom, that 
in all such cases the cash payments of the Bank 
should be suspended. To these reasons were 
added the great exportation of specie for corn, 
and on account of other circumstances con- 
nected with the war. If these additional rea. 
sons had any force, then the propriety of fur. 
ther continuing the restriction should not be 
made to depend so entirely on the state of the 
exchange. Perhaps even it might happen that 
the unfavourable turn of the exchange against 
this country, might be owing to the very re- 
striction on the Bank: and as on this head 
doubts were entertained, that with him was a 
strong reason for recommending an inquiry, 
because .a proposition for such an inquiry 
might, when under discussion, bring forth 
many opinions on the subject (it was opinions 
rather than facts which he was anxious the in- 
quiry should produce), more especially of 
commercial men, and of the Directors of the 
Bank, whose pursuits and occupations ena- 
bled them to throw most light on such sub- 
jects. For his part, he could not pretend to 
much information on them, particularly on the 
causes that might influence the fluctuations of 
the rate of exchange between different coun- 
tries. It was not into the conduct of the 
Directors of the Bank that the House should 
be anxious to inquire. They professed them- 
selves to be ready to renew their payments 
in specie, if Govt. had no political reasons for 
preventing them from doing so. They were 
ready even now to resume their cash pay- 
ments ; and if they, as bankers, saw no dan- 
ger or inconvenience in resuming them, was 
it not incumbent upon the House to inquire 
into the grounds of the political objection that 
was opposed to that resumption? For his 
part, he could not conceive a possible 
where the restriction could be necessary 
useful, when the Directors of the Bank ace 
clared themselves to be able and willing '° 
pay in specie. If such a case existed, bs 
should’ be made out, and for that reason re 
Hon. Gent. (Mr. 
Tierney) in the propriety of some weptd 
being instituted. His mind was far from 5 : 
al to the D 

if any 
Bank (and 
d it), he 


incli i that to the caution 
was inclined to believe ¢ the Bank 


the prudence, and the discretion of t 
Directors, it was owing that all those ne 
gerous consequences had In a great oe 
been averted. When, therefore, «hee 
Directors expressed no reluctance ~ vt the 
mence their payments in specie, MY 

worst inferences be drawn, even 


icion that circumstances are such as = their 
tt imprudent to suffer them to rely recollee 
payments? The House must sure 
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how closely the credit of the Bank is con- 
nected with the credit of the country, and 
how much it therefore must depend upon the 
management of the Bank. The credit of the 
country wasnot likely before to be much affect- 
ed by that management ; for, while the Bank 
continued to pay in specie, if the Directors 
chanced to act improperly, the public were 
able to discover the impropriety of their con- 
duct in the consequences to which it must 
have given rise; but now, as there was not 
the same check of honour on them as that by 
which other bankers were bound, the public 
had no longer the same security, and the 
whole of the credit of the country was made 
to depend upon the administration of men 
whose conduct was under the control of 
Govt. and who owe no responsibility to the 
country. When the public credit was so en- 
dangered, it was not surprising that an im- 
patience should be expressed by the Rt. Hon. 
Gent. to get rid of the restriction: at all 
events, he must hope that a short bill only 
would now be proposed, and that time would 
be allowed to examine how far it should be 
prolonged. It might also be proper to inqufre 
how farthe state of exchange should beadmitted 
as a criterion, whether the Bank should pay 
in specie or not. Allowing also that there 
might be some danger in taking off the re- 
striction altogether, still might not some ar- 
rangement be adopted for paying a small part 
of the dividends and notes in cash? By 
adopting a gradual system of that kind, all 
danger, from a sudden run might be avoided : 
but it is said, if the Bank renews its cash pay- 
ments, the specie will be sent out of the 
country—that is very probable; but as long 
as there is a strong temptation to send guineas 
abroad, the most rigorous laws, even when 
most vigilantly enforced, will prove inadequate 
to prevent it. Neither can it be expected that 
the Bank Directors will serve the public at 
their own loss. They will not buy bullion, that 
the public may have money; they will not | 
lose in purchasing it, that others may gain by 
sending it out of the country. But with re- 
gard to the fluctuations in the state of the | 
exchange between this country and others, 
there was a circumstance which now occurred 
to his mind, if he rightly recollected it, which 
tended to shew that the state of the exchange 
“oes not always depend on the circumstances 
which are now supposed almost solely to 
a ee In the year 1773 OF 1772, when 
the pr a great quantity of bad money in 
ia see the course of exchange was then 
that an rag us; but he was informed, 
mond aaa’ * room of this adulterated 
qu ie gold was substituted, the conse- 
immed; a that the exchange turned almost 

lately in our favour. As long as our 


againen ya tinued bad, the exchange was 
much bett 80 18 It now, because paper is not 


tter than bad gold; or, it is attended 


With the 
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therefore be expected, that as, in the former 
case, when our currency was meliorated, the 
course of exchange turned in our favour, so 
also, if the Bank now resumed its cash-pay- 
ments, the samefavourable circumstances might 
attend the change? This at least was a matter 
| that well deserved to be inquired into: there 
were many other points to which an inquiry 
might be usefully directed, and he should not be 
sorry to see a motion made for instituting one. 


Mr. Banks felt rather undecided how he 
should act on the present occasion. If it was 
intended that the bill should go beyond a 
very short period, both the dignity of the 
House and the security of the public credit 
might require that some investigation should 
be made into the unnatural state in which im- 
perious circumstances had for some time past 
placed the Bank. Since peace was now re- 
stored, and those circumstances no longer 
continued to. operate, the House would no 
doubt be slow in acceding to such a measure 
as that now proposed, without very satisfac- 
tory grounds to justify them in adopting it. 
He was ignorant whether it was the intention 
of the Hon. Gent. (Mr. Tierney) to move for 
an inquiry, or not; but if that Hon, Gent. did 
not make the motion, he should feel it his 
duty, if the bill to be brought forward was 
not for a very short duration, to endeavour to 
dissuade the House from assenting to the 
measure, without such grounds as might fully 
satisfy them and their constituents of its 
necessity. 


Lord HAwxKesspury would trouble the 
House with but a very few words. The only 
question now before them was, that leave be 
given to bring in a bill. When it came to the 
stage for filling up the blanks, then an oppor- 
tunity would occur to discuss the time to’ 
which its operation should be limited, and to 
advance the reasons why a committee of in- 
quiry should be appointed. But his principal 
object in rising was to endeavour to set right 
two Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox and Mr. Tierney), 
who seemed to view the arguments of his Rt. 
Hon. Friend (Mr. Addington) in a different 
light from that he intended to place them in, 
These Gent. seemed to imagine that his Rt. 
Hon. Friend ascribed the necessity of the mea- 
sure solely to the state of exchange between 
this and other countries. He did not under 
stand him so. His Rt. Hon. Friend, in stating 
his opinion of the measure, looked back to the 
necessity which justified it at the time it wae 
first proposed, and to the salutary conse- 
quences which its adoption had produced; 
and in that view he could not but applaud it 
as a wise precaution; but looking at it now’ 
generally and abstractedly, he could not but 
regard it as an evil, and he therefore felt 
anxious. for the arrival of the period when the 
cash-payments might be safely resumed. He’ 
entertained nearly the same opinion; but what 
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added to his embarrassment was the difficulty | us only in appearance, in substance it w 


of taking off the restriction after it was once | 
imposed. His Rt. Hon. Friend had observed, 
that the restriction had been imposed and con- 
tinued for many years, without any inconve- 
rience having resulted from it; and this he was 
ready to ascribe, as the Hon. Gent. opposite 
to him (Mr. Fox) had done, to the excellence 
of the institution itself, and to the cautious | 
and prudent conduct of the Gent. who admi- | 
nistered its aifairs. It, there fore, no incon- | 
venience has as yet accrued from the restric- | 
tion, would it not be wise to pause for a while, 
} 


} 
i 


and look for the period when the removing of | 
it may be atienced with as little danger as pos- | 


sible? The Noble Lord then proceeded to 
enumerate the causcs why the course of ex- 
change was against this country, and why the 
quantity of its bullion was diminish 

great quantity of it 

sent abroad, not only for the purchase of corn, 
but fer the maintenance and use of the army 
and navy. The exportation of our bullion was 
tuen a matter of necessity; for the exchanges 


ae) 


were then with regard to us reduced extremely | 


low: but they are now improved, and may 
soon be expected to be at par. If, therefore, - 
ally inconvenience still remains that may be 
likely to arise from a premature change of sys- 
tem, is it not proper to look forward to a period 
when no obstacle may impece it? It was not 
upon any prospect of an unfavourable change 
that the present measure was grounded, but 
rather the delicacy of reverting to the qid 


system without taking the advantage of a fa- | 
vourable moment. That moment was perhaps | 


at no great distance, and prudence admonish- 
ed that it should be waited for with patience. 
—<Asto the appointment of a committee of in- 
quiry, he was not without his objections to it; 
and chicfly because its only effect would be to 
create alarms that might be extremely prejudi- 
cial. ‘The appointment of such a committee 
might be necessary if any doubts were enter- 
tained of the sufficiency of the Bank; but on 
that point the most perfect satisfaction had 
already been afforded; and by consulting the 
papers now on the table, shewing the number 
of notes that have been issued at different pe- 
riods, it may be easily seen whether the Direc- 
tors of the Bank have abused the power in- 
trusted to them. Where, therefore, is the 
necessity of a committee, the appointment of 
which might produce much mischief, and no real 
good? It might perhaps be proper, at a future 
period, to revise the whole system of our 
paper credit, but then that should be done 
merely with relation to that system itself, and 
without any reference whatever to the institu- 
tion and conduct of the Bank. An Hon. Gent. 
(Mr. Fox) has observed, that in 1773 the 
course of exchange was against this country 
when our gold coin was of an inferior value, 
but that immediately after the recoinage, it 
turned round in our favour—but the fact is, 
that at that period the exchange was against 


continued, the course of exchange is altered 
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our favour. No inference can, sheicings. be 
drawn from that circumstance, that restricti n 
on the Bank is the cause of the unfavourable 
turn of the exchange, or that the exchange 
would turn in our favour, if that restriction 
were taken off. Although the restriction has 


ule 


LU 
considerably in our favour, especially for the 
last six months: for the fact is, the exchan 


| was not affected by that restriction, but by the 


exportation of bullion, or rather by the causes 

| that prevented the importation of it. Those 
causes will soon cease to operate, and we 
already see the course of exchange rapidly 
,coming round in our favour, and we bave 
| every reason to expect that it will soon be at 
| par, and place ug in the same advantageous 
situation which we had before enjoyed. These 
were his reasons for discountenancing an in- 
quiry, especially as a motion for it would be 
more in order when the bill was before the 
| House. 


Sir Francis BaAarinc observed, that cur- 
cumstances wholly unnoticed or unattenced 
to may have occasioned the unfavourable turn 


| of the course of exchange against this country. 


Formerly, its fluctuations might be accurately 
calculated, and it might be easily ascertained 


how it stood between this and any other coun- 
try ; but the commercial as well as the polit: al 
frame of Europe, was so dislocated and ('s- 
jointed, that nothing now could be calculatec 
to a certainty. The disadvantages we Nov 
laboured under do not arise from common 
| causes, but from extraordinary and unexpectc¢ 
| efforts to cramp and to counteract our Col'- 
mercial enterprises. Our credit, howeve?; ¥ 
never safer or sounder than at the pres¢ n mo- 
| ment; and if the measure now proposed » 
'be adopted, it should be looked upon 4 ¢ 
_measure of propriety, not of necessity. 

- 
| ‘The CHANCELLOR of the ExCHEQUER CO! 
'fessed that at an early period of the sess!0" 
| (as insinuated by an Hon, Gent. Mr. 1 iernc) 
he did not entertain the idea of proposivé © 
‘further continyance of the restriction oP ©" 
Bank; he did venture to hope he 3 mi 
vourable alteration in the course of the ©" 
change would have relieved him trom they ; 
formance of the painful duty which soe 
'day came forward to discharge. If. af ve 
| ances continued to be the same wich ©? 
| 


il 


—s 


to 


’ 
a 


were at the close of last year, and the eS 
ning of the present, and the yr 
| change promised to be permanent, Df © 
| have abstained from the present a dpod 
while he said this, he desired to be un gee 
i by the House, not abstractedly to the aa 
|he had advanced upon the state O° "" 
‘change, for many other circumstance’ 
‘curred in the operation.—He thaugy. small 
|to permit the country banks to !ssuc. these 


‘notes. Were the Bank to be opened, 4 
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notes would be tendered for payment, when a | a wid le, comprehensive view of 


sufficient quantity of bullion was not in the 


f the paper cre- 

dit of the country; and not perant bad paper 

possession of the Bank, and the run upon it | Lo be issued withou t any respon . nl ty ont the 

would be unusually great. . Indeed, from a va- | pait of those who issued i auch a revision 

riety of con nbined causes, the demand on the | may or may not be deemed advisable. He did 
| 


Bank would be exiraor ‘dinary. Would, there- | not pledge himself to any measure of the sort; 

fore such 3 momen! tp ya favourable one for dis- yet if it was to take place, it should | ave no 

col iti nuing the re: sitiétion ? or, from this view | connexion with, ,or reference to the present 
i 


of the case, will it bg. contended that the state | state of the Bank; neither should it be now 


: 
fthe exchange is the sole cause for a \tinuing | attempted, but at a period more favourable, 
it?>—But an Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox) has sug- | and during the intervening time. He had now 
gested the propriety of opening the cash pay- |< only to repeat that.it was with reluctance and 


ments of ae Bank under some limited restric- | 


regret he proposed the present measure, but 
tion. No doubt that Hon. Gent. is aware that 


| circumstances imposed it on him as a duty; 

mn the former bill a power is given to the Bank | and that duty, panne: painful, he must en- 
to make partial payments of the dividends in | deavour to discharg 
specie, upon giving due notice of such -pay- | 
nents to the House ‘of Commons.—That Hon.}| Mr. VANsITTART enumerated a variety of 
Gent. is also of opinion that the Bank should | causes that at different times affected the 
not be restrained in paying small notes in | course ol exchange as it reg rded this country, 

ecie; but does he bear in mind, that if the |and observed, that the difficulty which the 
small notes were to be paid in specie, then the | Spaniards experienced during the war in get- 
larger notes w ould be changed into small ones 
and presented for payment in species > by wh ich 
means the whole effect of the restriction would 
be completely done away, for the one limited 
restriction must unavoidably frustrate the 


,| ting home the produce of their mines, was one 
! of the princip: | reasons w hy we were In want 
lof bullion. These obstructions now no longer 
| prevented the conveyance of those treasures 
| into Spain, and it was natural to expect that 
other. It has also been observed, that the | a great quantity of them would shortly find its 
Bank is ready and disposed to pay. Whether | way into this country. 
that was the case ar not, what he propose d | 
Was not im compliance with, or in opposition 

to, any thing the Bank might wish for: as he 

bad, on the present occasion; no communica- 


| No division took place.—Leave was given 
| 
} 
tion whatever with the Bank, all he took their | 
| 
| 


to bri ing in the bill. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
opinion upon was, the state of the course of 
exchange. Indeed the Bank had expressed no 
wish or epinion to him.—An Hon. Baronet 
Sir Francis Baring) had adverted to a topic 
which well deserved the serious consideration | 
of the House. The House, from what that 

.. Baronet ni 1 said, 
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RA 


peated 1A.]—-The SeEcRETARY at War 
said, he rose in pursuance of a notice to make 
a motic n f leave to bring in a bill to alter the 
| time for training the militia, from twenty-one 

should imagine many | to tw Doe iki i days in each year. He thought 


. } “y > 4 
s to themselves that would recommend jit necessary, Upon UMS occasion, to state the 
he re 3.2 “ ; ah ae ' 4% ee . 
an ‘measure, but which at was unnecessary to | reason why he props sed this alteration. When 


¥niar 4 he : ee i } ‘ , wy sm¢ »lar 
explain, The storm that had agitated the |the militia was first formed into a regular 
_ | 

ri 


comme! ‘cial and political world, had not as yet | ystem, in the y part of ri reign of 
cubsided : but he trusted it would be soon | Charles I. it w we enacted, tha the militia 
dad in peace, and that the favourable moment | should be exerci ed four times a year in com- 
Was not far di stant when more au picious pa Nit My and once in b sattalions ; that is to Say, 
Prospects migh t be opened. It was now his | two days each time they were exercised in 

tention to insert clause in the bill which he | companies, and four days when they were 
y bed to bring in, leaving g a power to alter it | exercised in battalions. As the art of war was 
y ng the course of the present session, |not then brought to the degree of perfection 


ud circumstances favour its alteration or | to which it has since attained, this was thought 
eu» Or to continue it in force for six weeks | sufficient time to train the men. The militia 
atter the meeting c of Parliament next session. | was at that time about 60,c00 men. That 
He wa: averse to a committee—he saw no ne- | system was continued from that time till the 


Cessity ¢ 


? 40r it; more important occasions had | latter end of the reign of his late Majesty, 
Oc curred where no committee was moved for. | when a plan was introduced by a Noble Lerd, 
Th ¢ charter of the Bank was renewed without | of whom no one could speak without feeling 
any committee having been appointed to in- | the highest respect (the Marquis Townsend), 

Quire into the state of its affairs. If any new which was the foundation of the present 
Bg: ids were adduced to shew the necessity | mode of managing the militia. By the act. 
or an inquiry, he was ready to listen to them; | which was then passed, the militia were order 
jak ¢ was aware of none that would not be ed to be assembled twice in each year, to be, 
ri le to inconvenience. It might be proper, exercised for fourteen days each time, or, once 


or 
uring the interval of the suspension, te re | for twenty-eight days. This system wasfound 
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perfectly well calculated to answer the pur- 
pose for which it was intended, and during the 
American war the militia were found ready 
and fit for service—After the conclusion of 
the American war, when the ‘country was ex- 
hausted by so long and expensive a contest, 
for two or three years the militia were suffered 
to remain without any new arrangement, and 
in a kind of state of uncertainty: they were 
not even called out to exercise. It was then 
thought necessary to reconsider the subject, and 
to make some alteration; but as economy was 
then an object peculiarly to be ‘desired, the 
following alteration was proposed. The 
whole of the militia, amounting to 31,000 
men, Were not to be called out every year, 
but only two thirds of them, the other third 
neither receiving pay nor clothing. ‘In this 
situation the subject remained till the breaking 
out of the late war. When other alterations 
took place upon the restoration of peace, 
Ministers thought it right to put it upon a 
good footing, and to unite the laws into one 
system, in order that they might be more clear 
and distinct; the militia was then augmented 
to 40,000 men; and it was ordered that they 
should be exercised once in the course of each 
year. But as this bill incurred a considerable ex- 
pense beyond that which was incurred before, it 
was thought if they were exercised for twenty- 
one days each year, it would be sufficient, and 
that a considerable saving would be effected 
by such a reduction of the time. It had, how- 
ever, been thought since, by persons the best 
enabled to form a judgment upon the subject, 
that, in points of this kind, economy ought not 
6olely to be looked to, and that it would be 
necessary to exercise the militia for twenty- 
eight days. He should therefore propose to 
br.ng ia a bill to make an alteration to that 
effect, and he was happy to state, that it 
would not be attended with any considerable 
expense, in consequence of the economical 
arrangements which had been introduced. 
The expense under the present plan was 
about 200,000/. a year. The additional ex- 
pense which would be incurred by the adop- 
tion of the alteration he now proposed, weuld 
not exceed 18,o00/. a year. He concluded 
with moving for leave to bring in a bill to in- 
crease the period for which the militia were to 
be called out to exercise, from twénty-one to 
twenty-eight days each year. 
Leave was given to bring in the bill. 





[Bank RESTRICTION BILL. ]—The Cuan- 
CELLOR of the ExCHEQUER moved the order 
5! Naa day for going into a committee on the 

The Arrorney GENERAL rose to move it 
&@s an instruction to the committee, that they 
should have power to alter the bill in one 

yarticular.—Some difficulties had arisen in the 
courts of justice upon the clause in the former 
bull, respecting tenders being made in Bank 
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notes, On account of the impossibij; 
making an exact tender in Bank 0 
debt in which there was a fraction of a pound: 
the amendment he meant to propose was, that 
where a person applied to be discharged upon 
common bail, he should make an affidavit of 
his having tendered the amount of the debt. 
The motion was agreed to.—The House then 
resolved itself into a committee, Mr. P, Alex. 
ander in the chair. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQuer said, 
there was in the bill a clause to enable Parlis- 
ment to repeal or alter it during the present 
session: he now proposed to fill up the blank 
with regard to its duration, with these words, 
“‘ six weeks after the commencement of the 
“ next session of Parliament.’’ 


Mr. Bankes said, he rose to suggest the 
propriety of proposing a shorter duration for 
the bill, and in doing so, he begged not to be 
understood as entertaining an opinion that the 
Bank ought now to resume its cash payments, 
nor did he mean to say that the Rt. Hon. 
Gent.’s motion might not, upon investigation, 
be perfectly proper; but the ground of his 
complaint was, that there had not been sufli- 
cient data laid before the House to enable 
them to decide upon the question. He con- 
fessed that he was in a state of uncertainty 
upon that subject, and so he supposed were 
other Members who had not better means ot 
information than himself.—On a subject of so 
serious a nature as that which they were now 
discussing, the House ought to pause before 
they placed the Bank in such an unnatural 
situation, without having the least evidence 
that could be obtained upon the subject. In 
calling for inquiry and information he was not 
asking for any thing new and singular; be- 
cause,/when the measure was first proposed, 
it wag submitted to the previous consideration 
of a’committee. It was not thought that the 
secrecy of the affairs of the Bank ought to 
prevent them being laid before the Hous. 
But that was not all: in the same year, when 
the measure of the restriction was continuce, 
another inquiry took place, and another rt 
port was made to the House. These inquirs 
were attended with the most beneficial eltect® 
with regard to the public credit of the ey 
try. He knew that the Reports to whic he 
had alluded had given great satisfaction to he 
people of this country, with regard e had 
situation of the Bank and its solidity ; rs oF 
prevented that alarm which would ot ey 
have been excited under such Grcunsray : 
After the restriction had been laid on, and 
events of the war, the’ alarm of invasion - 
other circumstances, rendered it wee ving 
the restriction could not be taken off 04 
the war; and therefore as long as that BY 
hat any fresh ma 
it never was contended t . But it was 
ought to be laid before the House. fpeace the 
expected, that om the restoration 0 
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usual channel. At the conclusion of peace, 
however, the course of exchange was unfa- 
yourable to this country, and there were some 
other circumstances which rendered it at that 
moment unadvisable to take off the restric- 
tien; and undoubtedly if the cash payments 
had then been resummed, the country would in 
a great degree have been drained of its specie. 
No objection was therefore made to.the last 
bill for renewing the restriction. We were 
now, however, come to a time when the course 
of exchange was no longer unfavourable to 
this country, and the House had heard with 
pleasure the flattering statement which had 
been made by the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer of the state of cur commerce and fi- 

Could it be said, that under such 


circumstances there was any danger of money | 


out of ihe country if the restriction 
' 


re taken off ? He did not say that Parlia- 


nt ought to direct the Bank immediately to |! 


resume its payments in cash; but he con- 
tended that there ought to be an inguiry, and 


aie > f < : | 
some intormation laid before the House, be- 


fore they continued the restriction for so long 
aperiod. There had been but two reasons 
assigned for the present, measure: the one was, 
that the course of exchange was not in favour 
of this country ; and the other, that there was 
a great number of small notes in circulation, 
both of the Bank of England, and of country 
banks, With respect to the course of ex- 
change, he bad already offered some observa- 
tions to the House. With regard to the quan- 
tv ask, whether that objection would not al- 
ways Continue until the restriction was taken 
ot, because, until cash was put into circula- 
‘tony “its place must be supplied by paper? 
uring the time that the restriction had sub- 
isted, the exchange had been sometimes fa- 


> 


eS hl ° 4 ° 
. Vourable and sometimes unfavourable to this 


country. But he begged the committee to 
consider what sort of a precedent they would 
“ve to future times, if they were to say, that 
upon such grounds as these the cash pay- 
ments of the Bank were to be suspended, 


without inguiry or investigation. He con-: 
‘essed that it was with much pleasure he | 


heard his Kt. Hon. Friend say, that he felt 
wer reluctance in bringing on this measure, 
mea it was only by reverting to our old 
te oi at a solid system could be established, 
wes uch this country could look for pro- 
x igs» In the course of the former discus- 
little, sos quis Subject, something, but very 
but ac said about political considerations ; 
would ne yom, which he wished to institute 
of that ki _ to discover any circumstances 
communicat which it would not be proper to 

wre Pa. € to the House. If his Rt. Hon. 
stances of re to state, that there were circum- 

: 2 political nature, which, in his opi- 
ueasure. necessary, he 


"on, rendered thi 
is 
OL. IIT, 
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arments fm cash at the Bank would be re-| should-have perfect confidence in that decla- 
sumed, and that things would go on in their | ration, and would certainly acquiesce in the 


| measure. Another objection that had been 
' stated was, that the appointment of a com- 
' mittee would create alarm; but he confessed 
ihe could not see that the appointment of a 
committee to inquire into the subject could 
possibly create any alarm. He really believed 
that the Bank never stood higher in point ot 
credit than it did when the Report to which 
he alluded was made, because it convinced 
the people of the solidity and wealth of the 
| Bank. He had no doubt but that the Gentle- 
men intrusted with the direction of the Banl: 
had discharged the trust reposed in them with 
| the greatest ability and propriety: but the 
| country had a right to know how the fact 
| was; they hada right to know whether excer- 
| tions had been made to place the Bank in a 
situation to resume ‘its payments whenever 
Parliament should think it right to take off 
'the restriction. He was the more anxious 
upon this subject, because it was obvious, 
| that what they were now doing would form a 
| precedent for future times; . because it was 
probable that hereafter, in times of trouble 
and danger, cash payments at the Bank would 
be suspended, therefore it was very important 
that they should not afford a precedent of 
taking such an important step without due 
deliberation and information; for if such a 
measure as this once became a matter of in- 
difference, and was resorted to without the 
most convincing grounds, the credit of the 
country would be lost. There were other 
| dangers that might result from the adoption 
of a measure of this kind, of which, though 
he had no apprehension at present, yet it was 
right to be guarded against in future. If the 
Government and the Bank were to agree to- 
gether to keep up the restriction longer than 
was necircary, a fictitious capital might be 
created to an almost unlimited extent, which 
would undoubtedly endanger, if not destroy, 
the public credit. He begged to be under- 
stood, that he was stating this merely as a pos- 
sible case in future times, because he had not 
the slightest idea that any of his Majesty’s 
present Ministers, or the Gentlemen intrusted 
with the direction of the affairs of the Bank, 
would be parties in an affair of this kind; but 
| he must again repeat, that what they were 
now doing would be quoted as a precedent in 
future times, and therefore they ought to pro- 
ceed in the most guarded and cautious man- 
ner. With respect to the inquiry which he 
wished to have instituted, he confessed he 
should not be sorry if it were made upon a 
very enlarged scale, and embraced not merely 
the subject in question, but the state of our 
trade. He was aware that such an inquiry 
could not be instituted upon the present oc- , 
casion, because there was not ‘sufficient time 
for it. He therefore should move, that the 
bill now proposed should continue to the rst ° 











of May, instead of oh time which had been ; 
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suggested by his Rt.*Hon. Friend. In the | 
mean time an inquiry might be instituted, | 
even upon the enlarged scale which he had | 
suggested. ‘There was one observation made | 
in a former debate, to which he had forgotten | 
to allude; and that was, that there was no 
inguiry instituted when the Bank charter’was 
renewed; but he really saw mo connexion be- | 
tween the two subjects. ‘The renewal of the | 
Bank charter was a mere money bargain be- 
tween the Government and the Bank, and was 
in no degree similar to the present measure; | 
and therefore what was done upon that occa- | 
sion could not be cited as a precedent now. 
He coneluded with moving to insert the words 
“the ast of May,’ instead of “ six weeks 
“ after the commencement of the next session 
“ of Parliament.”’ 


Mr. Prinsep said, he thought it his duty, 
as a Member of that House, to give his sup- 
port to the proposed continuance of a mea- 
sure from whence the greatest advantages had 
arisen. At the time the -restriction first took 
Place, it was considered as a severe stroke to 
commerce, but increased prosperity had been 
derived from an event which every man, at 
the moment of its happening, deplored.— 
(The lion. Membcr was proceeding to discuss 
the subject at some length, when he was re- 
minded by Mr. ALExanpeR, that the only 
question was as to time.) He was of opinion, 
he said, that no time should be limited for 
the discontinuance of the restriction. Many 
advantages had accrued from the restriction, 
whilst no evil had arisen out of it. He thought 
that the restriction did not affect the course 
of exchange, neither did the export of bullion. 
The Hon. Gent. (Mr. Banke $) had not, he con- 
ceived, made a sufficient distinction between 
coin and bullion. With re&pect to the conse- 
quences said to result frorn the restriction, what 
difference was there between a Bank note 
and a guinea as to the articles of every descrip- 
tion which it would purchase? He conceived 
that a great number of advantages had arisen 
from the restriction, and therefore he should 
support it. 


The Cuancexror of the Excuequer said, 
he understood his Hon. Friend (Mr. Bankes) to 
ask, if there did not exist great doubts, whe- 
ther or no there might be sufficient grounds 
for the proposed continuance of the restric- 
tion, He thought, that the ground he had 
Jaid down, when he proposed the continuation 
of the restriction, was fully sufficient 5 but his 
Vion. Friend seemed to think otherwise, and 
that the House ought not ta-continue the re« 
Striction for so long a period as had been pro- 
posed. His Hon. Friend had referred’ to. the 
proceedings. which took place when the restric- 
tion was first suggested. It was not necessary: 
now to bring to the recollection of Gentlemen 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.—[Fesrvary 11.] 


| 
| 
' 
| 





Mis Majesty’s Government at that period 
thought it necessary to restrict the Bank from 
making payments in cash. This measure of 
cours produced a strong sensation. What 
was the proceeding of the Rt. Hon. Gent. then 


| at the head of the government? That Rt. Hon. 


Gent. considered it necessary that the country 
should be convinced, by an inquiry for that 
purpose, of the sufficiency of the Bank to ful. 
fil all its engagements. And what was the re- 
sult of that inquiry? Was there a question 
that the Bank was able to discharge all its en- 
gagemenis? If there was any doubt upon the 
subject, he confessed that his Hon. Friend had 
a right to make that doubt an argument for 
inguiry. The act restraining the Bank from 
making cash payments was renewed at the end 
of the session to which he-had alluded. When 
a second inquiry took piace, what. was the 
chief end and object of that inquiry? To sa- 
tisfy the anxiety of the public as to the situa. 
tion of the Bank, which the result of that in- 
quiry was completely calculated to effect. 
What were the proceedings in the succeeding 
session? ‘The restriction was renewed, not 
| merely for three or feur months, but until six 
months after the ratification of peace: the 





House then adopted the measure for three 
‘years without any inquiry; the House being 
| perfectly satisfied of the sufficiency of the Bank 
|to make good its engagements, did not think 
|any inquiry necessary. What were the “4 
_ceedings of the House on this subject in the 
last session? He then stated to the House, 
| that the course of exchange was unfavourable 
to this country, and that if the Bank wae 
‘forced to resume its payments in cash, the 
| consequence must be, that an increased _ 
‘tity of specie would be sent out of the _ 
|try. The same objection was then sorted 3 
that now urged by his Hon. Friend. viae si 
at that period, that however it might A a 
wish to take off the restriction, yet — 
| should be time given, that we might see ; ‘“ 
a variety of commercial circumstances . 
| be adjusted, and until every thing got into its 
proper track, before the restriction areal 
continued. The course of exchange “7 aed 
| ed one of the arguments of his Hon. i “ 
| who had said that he (the Chancellor o se 
| Exchequer) had stated that the enchene 
at par: he did not state that, but he me 
served that, the exchange between a 
try and Hamburgh was at par, but t : trea 
not so with Amsterdam, He mir mp ste 

fore, that our specie would not ye oat i 
to Hamburgh; but he doubted whe ber 
might not be exported to in ccs 
‘were not, however, to consider t r ert 
tion of specie as the only sea eat 
-puing the restriction upon the. deserved S¢* 
consequence would result, — sudden de 
rious consideration ; that was, che count? 
} mand which would be made upon ' 


Who were Members of the House at the peridd:| banks for the payment of ae eased demand 


alluded to, when the circumstances took place. 
i ai 
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for specie upon the Bank of England from 
those banks, in order to enable them to dis- 
charge thew engagements. His Hon. Friend 
had proposed to limit the restriction to the 
rst of May, in order that an inquiry might 
take place in the mean time. His (the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer’ s) reason for proposing 
a more distant day, was not that Parliament 
should put it-out of its power to take advan- 
tace of any circumstances that might arise fa- 





vourable to the discontinuance of the restric- 
tion, because there was a clause in the bill by 
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His Hon. Friend had said, that he (the Cha»- 
cellor of the Exchequer) had stated that the 
Bank expressed no opinion upoy the subject ; 
his statement was, that the Bank expressed no 
wish upon the subject. His Hon. Friend had 
observed, that the Commuiiee, which he wished 
should be appeinted, should ascertain whether 


'the Bank had done their duty: he (the Chan- 


ceHor of the Exchequer) was convinced that 
it was the opinion of every one that the Bank 
had discharged their duty most exemplarily. 


|The papers upon the table clearly proved that 


which Parliament might avail themselves of | ha 
of the privilege which was the consequence 


any opportunity of that nature; but thinking 


as he did, that there savas little probability of | 


their being enabled to gratify their wishes in 
that respect, he looked forward to the com- 
mencement of the next session for that grati- 
fication. To fix the period suggested by his 
Hon. Friend, would tend to excite a delusive 
expectation that the Bank would resume its 
payments in specie at that period; but even 
supposing the Bank was to purchase bullion, 
which they must do at a great disadvantage, 
still it would only give them a temporary ad- 
vantage, -as the whole of it would almost im- 
mediately find its way to the continent.- He 
wished to wait till he saw the course of ex- 
change steady and stable in favour of this 
country; because if the restriction was taken 
off too soon, it was highly probable that it 
must be shortly afterwards renewed. His Hon. 
Friend had said, he wished for inquiry; on 
the ground on which he (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) rested the )jroposed restriction, he 
saw no reasons for inquiry, if, convinced as 
he was of the sufficiency of the Bank, he 
thought the public were not equally convinced, 


| 


the Bank had taken no unbecoming advantage 


of the restriction. Every one knew that pa- 


per was received according to its nominal va- 


'lue, and it afforded a source of consolation 


' amidst all other difficulties. 





Every one knew, 
that in 1793, when a sudden deficiency of spe- 
cie was experienced, a well-timed issue of 
paper gave a new spring to commerce, and 


| prevented every unpleasant consequence which 


might have resulted from the circumstances 
of that period. When the issue of Bank 
notes at the present period, as appeared by 
the account upon.the table, was compared 
with-that of other periods, it would be found 
that’ the whole amount at- present was 
16,000,000/, which, with the exception of 


| 4;000,000/. of small notes, was only 1,000,000/. 


‘more than was issued at the period preceding 


he would not only not rely upon his own con- | 
viction, but he would be the first to propose , 


inquiry : the contrary, however, was the case. 
His Hon. Friend had said, that he (the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer) had stated that opi- 


nions ought not to guide the House: on the | 


contrary, opinions must guide the House; but 


it was the opinion of the aggregate body of 


its Members, and not the opinion of a com. | 


mittee. 
to appoint a committee to ingdire into facts, 


hion, was an anomaly which he had. never 
heard of before. He should be extremely sorry 
that a committee should be appointed to in- 
quire into the solidity of the Bank, because 
that would imply doubts of that solidity. His 
Hon. Friend had said, that a committee so ap- 
Pointed should enter into a large field of in- 
qury with respect to the general system of pa- 
i credit. If it was necessary ‘to inquire into 
le State of paper circulation, ‘he ‘had no ob- 


tinn « . 
isction; but it was not necessary to-connedt 


that inquiry with the present bill, because it 
no connexion with ‘it; nér ought it to be 


Soupled with the bill now. befdre the House. 


It was perfectly regdlar and proper | 


the restriction. His Hon. Friend had stated, 
that every one must lament the deficiency in 
the circulation of gold: undoubtedly one 


wotld wish to see a due proportion of gold- 


and paper; but surely’ an equal importance 
ought to be attached-to paper, since it must 
be considered as one of the primary sources 
of-the increased prosperity of our commerce. 
Did his Hon. Friend think that the mere cir- 
culation of gold could make any favourable 
operation? No such thing: there must be an 
influx of bullion to give rise to those favour- 
able consequences which were expected. His 
Hon. Friend had said, that the renewal of the 
Bank charter was.merely a financial measure; 
but there could be no doubt that it was 4 mea- 
sure of great importance to the interests of 


\the community. His Hon. Friend had ‘aid, 
anc report their opinion thereon; but to ap- | 
point a committee merely to deliver an opi- | 


' 





that he did not wish to see too close a con- 
nexion between’ the Government and the 
Bank; nor did he (the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer): but what circumstances had hap- 
pened to induce his Hon. Friend to make that 
observation ? The fact was, that the outstand- 
ing.advances made by the Bank to the Govern- 
ment at the present moment did not amount 
to a million more’ than they were preceding 
the restriction. Convinced as he was of the 
necessity of the present measure, and that it 
ought to be continuéd until circumstances 
were more favourable to the discontinuance of 
the réstriction, hé could net agrée to the mo-. 
tion of his Hon. Friend, necessary for 
the House to acer avery | got rid of a 

: *Re ; ‘ 


[1254 


















































1255] 
system, the inconveniences of which they 


kknew, and substituted another for it, the in- 
conveniences of which they did not know. 


Mr. H. THorntTon made some gencral ob- 

servations upon the great importance and ex- 
tent of the subject under discussion. He 
seemed to think, that in one point of view the 
motion of his Hon. Friend opposite to him 
(Mr. B.) might have an advantageous effect: 
at the same time, he was fully aware of the 
great inconvenience which, under the present 
circumstances, would attend taking off the 
restriction; it might in a great degree operate 
as a nctice, and raise an universal expectation 
of the immediate renewal of monied payments. 
The shock which this might give to paper 
credit may easily be conceived. He felt that 
the present was no time for the adoption of 
such) a measure; neither would there be a suf- 
ficient interval for the necessary preparation 
allowed to the Bank. Notwithstanding he 
felt in this manner, ke at the same time was 
unpressed with a degree of parliamentary jea- 
lous? on the occasion, and he must say that 
all his doubts on the subject were not yet sa- 
tisfied: however, he agreed with his Rt. Hon. 
Friend (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) in 
his great point, namely, that the Bank could 
not with perfect safety be opened, except the 
exchange was favourable to this country; but 
he was of opinion, that the first favourable 
season should be taken advantage of for open- 
ing thy Bank, and he was not prepared to say 
that it was the duty of the House to wait for 
ever for it: the contrary, in a great degree, 
might be his opinion. The measure in question 
had becn new continued for three or four years, 
and its continuance for another year was pro- 
posed. In this view of the case it may be 
unpartant to consider, whether a favourable 
opportunty in that interval might not present 
itself, He thea adverted to the consequences 
of too great an issue of paper, and the con- 
nexion of that circumstance with an unfa- 
vourable state of the exchange, with respect 
to which it unquestionably had a disadvanta~ 
geous effects and in this view of the question, 
an observation made by an Hon. Gent, had 
¢evideatly a great deal of common sense in it. 
«. moderate issue of paper in the country 
would have the effect of improving the state 
of the exchange; and he alluded to the duty 
incumbent on the country, not to distress or 
do any thing to impair the public credit: and 
in this virw they seemed to observe an exact 
medium, which he conceived to be a leading 
cause why, notwithstanding Great Britain 
made a freer use of paper than any other 
country in Europe, it was able to maintain its 
pubhe credit vigorous and unimpaired. 


The Cuancertor of the Excueover, 
after shorily complimenting the abilities of his 
Alon. Friend, and his superior intelligence on 
the subject in question, said, he had one ‘ob- : 
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servation to offer upon what had fallen from 
him relative to the effect of the restriction 
upor the exchange. His Hon. Friend must he 
aware, that at the periods in which the restric. 
tion originally took place, namely, in the years 
1797 and 1798, the state of the exchange was 
highly favourable to this country; and that it 
was not until after the harvest of 1799, that 
the exchange became unfavourable; and be 
considered it as of material importance, that 
the public should be aware, that the course 
of exchange was by no means unfavourable 
during the whole time of the restriction con- 
tinuing. 

The question being called for, was then put, 
and the original motion agreed to. 





on ee — a 
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| HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, Feb. 17.—~—( See Minutes, p. 284.) 


[Bank RESTRICTION BILL. ]—Lord Pet- 
HAM rose, and moved the order of the day 
for the first reading of the “ Bill restraining 












“the cash payments of the Bank of England 
“ till six weeks after the mecting of thé nest 
“ session of Parliament.” 


Lord Kinc said, that he Jooked upon the 
measure just proposed as one of great im- 
portance, and of an extraordinary nature; 
and he hoped the second reading of the bill 
would be deferred to a distant day: if not, he 
should deem it his duty to make a motion to 
that effect, and that their Lordships be sum- 
moned to attend. 


Lord AUCKLAND said, that it might be ne 
cessary that certain papers should be laid be- 
fore the House previous to the discussion 
which might be expected to take place on 
measure now proposed. ‘The accounts he al 
luded to were those which had, on a forme 
occasion, been laid before Parliament; and tf 
he now moved for their reproduction, it - 
not with a view to ground upon them any 0% . 
jection tothe bill, of the expediency of —_ 
he was perfectly satisfied in his own oe 
but because it might be proper to have - 
regularly on the table, in case any fame 
hostile to the measure should be introduce’ 
in the course of which he might have een 
to refer to the accounts. His Lordship ti 
concluded with moving, “ That there b« ~ 
“ before the House an account of the — 
« of the notes of the Bank of England “ 4 
“ culation on the rst of June, the ook ; - 4 
“ gust, the rst of October, and the . onl 
“ cember, 1802; and the sst of Fe 


“ 380%, underthevalueof sl” sg 
The question was put on this moti, “ 
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ture, and of such extreme importance, that 
he trusted it would not be further proceeded 
in without having strong and satisfactory rea- 
sons adduced to the House to furnish 2 ground 
upon which they might be justified in aseent- 
ing toit. He conceived the adoption of such 
a measure at the present moment to be a 
strong and even a violent interference with 
regard to private property ; and to be one 
likely to be attended with very serious conse- 
quences to the welfare and security of the 
nation at large. In order to ascertain the 
motives which induced Ministersto pro- 
pose the measure, and the quarter from which 
it might be supposed to originate, he felt it to 
be his duty to move for a variety of accounts, 
which might contribute to give some insight 
into those motives, and afford some informa- 
tion and satisfaction to the House and the 
public, respecting the propriety of adopting 
the measure. The measure was brought for- 
ward by Ministers, either at the. solicitation 
of the Bank, or from a conviction of its poli- 
tical expediency or necessity im the minds. of 
Ministers themselves. These were points 
upon which their Lordships should have due 
and adequate information laid “before them, 
before they could well attempt to decide on 
the merits of the question. Indeed, it was | 
generally understood that the Directors of the 
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Bank had on the present, as upon a former 
occasion, expressed their readiness and ability | 
to resume their payments in specie, if Go- | 
vernment would permit them so to do; and | 
he saw no reason to entertain a doubt of the | 
sincerity of that declaration on their part: | 
but was it not necessary that Ministers should 
come forward with the grounds upon which 
they deemed the measure necessary or expe- 
dient, as upon those grounds alone the House 
and the public were to judge of the propriety | 
of adopting it? The motions he had to make 
would tend to throw some light upon the , 
question, and to guide the judgment which 
their Lordships would have to pronounce | 
upon it. In order to satisfy the country re- | 
specting the state of the Bank, he should 
think it proper, in the first place, to move, 
Phat there be laid before the House an 
_ account of the outstanding-demands on the 
ys Bank, together with an account of the funds ' 
2 their possession (exclusive of the debt 
due by Government to the Bank), applicable | 
. to the discharge of the same, on the year 
ending sth of January 5803.” With the | 
fame view. he should next move, “ That there 
. be laid before the House a comparative | 
z a of the quantity of cash and bul- | 
« tom and paper, in circulation in the year 
,, (797, with a statement of the same as they 
Stood on the sth of January 1803. The 
a ground stated in another place for 
ee, ey of continuing the restriction, 
7. the unfavourable state of the exchange 
ween this and other countries, he should 


iy 
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next have occasion to animadvert upon, and 
call for proofs to substantiate that assertion. 
He should therefore have to move, “ That 
“the proper officer do lay before the House 
“an account of the course of exchange be- 
“ tween Hambuargh and London, as it stood 
‘on the xrst of every month for twelve 
“ months back, ending the sth of January 
“© 1803.”’ And here he could not forbear exe 
pressing his astonishment, that any such rea- 
son could ever have been advanced as jusfi- 
fymg the adoption of the proposition now 
before their Lordships; for if any reason 
stronger than another could be urged why the 
course of exchange was against this country, 
surely it was the restriction on the cash pay- 
ments of the Bank. This argument the No- 
ble Lord illustrated, by supposing that if, for 
one hundred guineas, paid him at Hamburgh, 
he offered a bill to that amount in London, 
he should meet with no person to accommoe- 
date him: with that sum on the terms he pro- 
posed; for though his draft might be equa? 
to that-sum in England for the purpose of 
acquiring whatever might be there purchased 
for Bank paper, yet it would-not be the same 
to the Hamburgh merchant, were he to have 
occasion to send it to America. The restric. 
tion on the Bank was therefore an obvious 
cause of .the.unfavourable state of the ex- 
change with regard to England. Other rea- 
sons, but they, perhaps, were industriously 
concealed, should undoubtedly be brought 
forward by Ministers to satisfy their Lord- 
ships before they could be prevailed upon 
ultimately to acquiesce jin the. present mea- 
sure... Their Lordships had heard much of 


_ the very prosperous state ef the finances, and 


the very flourishing condition of the revenue 
of the country. But. if, such an extraordi- 
nary influx of wealth, and such an exube- 
rance of financial resources, could be justly 
boasted of, why should the course of ex- 
change be against the countfy, or where 
could be the. necessity of this restriction on 
the Bank?-He was concerned to say, that on 
this point many suggestions occurred to him 
which might create a suspicion that the state 
of our resources was not exactly such as 
it had bten represented, or that some mis- 
calculation had inadvertently crept into -it, 
which to -him rendered it exceedingly ob- 
scure.. He: was inclined to believe the latter 
suppesition; for otherwise it was not pos- 
sible for him to understand many of the 
financial statements which had been brought 
forward as instances of the national prosperity; 
particularly those-which related to the flou. 
rishing state of the consolidated fund, respect 
ing which he should also have a motion to make, 
Upon a general view of the motives that could 
prompt Ministers to renew this measure at the 
present moment, he was at a loss to conccive 
how they could be screened from a suspicion 
of having some collusion with the Bank ig 
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proposing it. The Directors of the Bank, so 


far from betraying any solicitude for the re- 
newal of the restriction, have, on the contrary, 
expressed their willingness to take it.off. The 
anxicty for its continuance must therefore rest 
solely with Govt. But why this anxiety on 
their part? Was it that they might enjoy the 
momentary and paltry triumph of appearing 
to meet the present exigencies of the state, 
without being driven to the usual expedient 
of a loan?—and, if so, have they succeeded 
in the attempt? By no means; on the con- 
trary, they, in his mind, had recourse to a 
much worse expedient: they issued Exchequer 
bills on Exchequer bills to an unprecedented 
amount under similar circumstances of the 
country. They would now suppose us to be 
in a state of profound peaces he, however, 
must think our situation to. be extremely 
doubtful and precarious, and perhaps not far 
from an openrupture. Yet what have they 
done? They have issued nearly triple the 
amount of Exchequer bills of what was issued 
at the close of the American war. The 
amount of Exchequer bills then issued was 
little more than five: millions; now it is httle 
short of fifteen; and by so doing they have 
deprived themselves of a resource in a time 
of peace, which every provident minister 
would have cautiously reserved and kept under 
his hand in order to provide for any sudden 
emergency, such as the country may now be 
threatened with. 
gestion that he most earnestly entreated 
their Lordships to direct their attention, for 
to him it appeared one which called for their 
Lordships’ most serious consideration: and here 
too it might be suspected that a collusion 
between Government and the Bank principally 
might be traced. Ministers might expect 
that the Bank would be more eager to take 
up the Exchequer bills than to pay their own 
notes, since Ministers were encouraged to 
issue them to such a large amount, holding 
out to the Bank at the same time the prospect 
of a renewal of the restriction as an encou- 
ragement to their granting this accommodation 
to Covernment. There were other accounts 
which might afford additional information on 


It was to this view of the’ 
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these points, particularly “ An account of | 


“ the state of the Consolidated Fund, and of 
“the sums paid out of the same-on the sth 
« January, 1803.” Also “ An account of the 
* price of standard gold at the seme period.”’ 
When this information was duly before the 
House, he trusted their Lordships..would be 
fully enabled to form ‘an accurate idea of the 
propriety of assenting to the pres-ut. measure; 
for, without the production of more cogent 
reasons for its .adoption than had hitherto 
come to his cars, he could not conceive how 
their Lordships could be prevailed upon to 

to what must appear to the public, and 


be felt by the country, as a violent’ inter- 
_ ference with respect to private property, .and 


, * 


. . 


strong violation of the public faith. In a 


; 


| 
| 
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future stage of the bill he should deliver his 
sentiments respecting its tendency more a 
large: at present he should content himself 
with moving, * That the accounts he had 
** alluded to be laid before the House.” The 
Noble Lord then concluded with moving for 
the first account, viz. that of the « Cyt. 
‘standing demands on the Bank, and of the 
“‘ funds applicable to the discharge thereof, 
“exclusive of the debt due to the Bank by 
** Government.” 


_ Lord PeLuam observed, that the NobleEar), 
in whatever view he might consider the general 
tenour of his observations, had spoken fairly 
out, and wes so far entitled to praise on the 
score of candour ; for his own part, he should 
be as explicit : and first he observed, with re- 
spect to the suggestions of the Noble Earl, as 
to the grounds of the measure now before 
the House, it was by no means proposed at 
the instance, ,or in consequence of the appli- 
cation of the Bank. It was purely a measure 
of Government; his Majesty’s Ministers, under 
all the circumstanees of the case, having deem- 
ed it advisable to propose a continuance of 
the restriction on the payment in specie at 
the Bank. He could with equal truth assure 
the Noble Earl, that it was neither the result 
of any compact mor connivance between 
Government and the corporation in question, 
but proceeded ond fide on the grounds he had 
stated. With respect to following the Noble 
Earl, even in his observations upon the sub- 
ject regularly before the House, it was not his 
intention, as the information called for at 
either side of the House, was not yet before 
them. The second reading of the bill would 
afford.a regular opportunity, and the attend- 
ance, in all probability, would be fuller than 
at present. Other points adverted to by the 
Noble Earl, were obviously unconnected with 
the regular subject of discussion. A few 
observations, however, in the present M 
stance, he felt himself called upon to make. 
The Noble Earl had frequently alluded to the 
unfavourable state of the exchange, and seem- 
ed to assert that that circumstance es. 
consequence of the restriction. The ae 
lection of plain facts would —— < 
position—their Lordships would donbt “ . 
collect generally, as he was not are . 
speak particularly as to dates, &c. i 
ithe time that very necessary and salutary ©” 
sure first commenced by the Order of oe iter 
and soon afterwards became 4 eu age 

ae ae , ears allel, 
provision, and indeed for some y ple to thi 
the course of exchange was see latter 
country, and that it was not un © 

é . as necessary 

years of scarcity, when it Ww the country t2 
send specie and bullion out of the CO ange 


lies of corn, that the ee, 
Became unfavourable to iar are which 
respect.to these motions, tenour the 
seemed at deast to call the validity os 
Bank in question, he felt it his duty t 
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them; they were at best unnecessary. The 
‘nouiry im the first instance proved the 
strength and stability of the Bank, and its 
pov cr and inclination to meet and answer 
bundantly all demands whatever against it. 
Surely, then, on the»ground taken by the 
Noble Earl himself, who had repeatedly in- 
suied that the Bank was now in more favour- 
atic and prosperous circumstances than at 
he time when the measure was originally 
roposed, the production of. such papers 
nust be totally unnecessary. In short, such 
a proceeding could not possibly be productive 
of any good effects, whatever it may of a 
contrary nature. To some of the others, 
when modified, so as to be rendered practi- 
cable, or less troublesome to those who were 
to be concerned in furnishing or making up the 


accounts, the Neble Secretary of State seemed | 


to entertain no objection. 


Lord AUCKLAND objected to the motions 
in question, precisély on the same grounds. 
They were at best unnecessary, as the former 
inguiry afforded full proof of the solidity of 
the Bank, and its ample powers to discharge 
all claims upen it. He did not affect to 


guiry was, taking them in round sums, that the 
outstanding notes and claims upon the Bank 
amounted to about 13,000,000/.; that its assets 
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| or outstanding notes on the 25th day of every 


) month in the last year, and on the other topics 


| relative to the subject before the House, were 
either agreed to, or, in consequence of some 
satisfactory explanations given by the Noble 
Secretary of State, withdrawn by the Noble 
Earl.—The documents moved for by Lond 
Auckland were ordered accordingly. 


Om. / ee 





ee 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

[ See Minutes, p. 284. | 

| [DismissAL OF MR. MARSHALL. ]—Sir 
Wittiam Errorp spoke as follows: Sir, 
I rise in pureuance of the notice J had the 
honour of giving to the House some time ago, 
to submit to ifs consideration a motion, which 
has for its ol 


Mons lay, Fk. b. y | I. 


ect an inquiry into the causes 
of the dismissal of Mr. John Marshall, late 
master shipwright of his Majesty’s Plymouth 


| dock-yard; and into other circumstances in 
' the conduct of the Board of Admiralty. Al- 


| though I shall not have any improper motives 
publicly assigned for the part I am now taking, 


| because it is unparliamentary so to do, I am 
particularly anxious that no suspicions of that 
| nature should rest in the mind of any Honour- 


‘ 


speak particularly; but the result of the in- | 


able Member; and I therefore trust I may 
be permitted to say a word on that subject 
before I proceed.—It might occur to Gentle- 
men, that, as I have the honour to be one of 


were 17,000,c00/., independent of the debt of | the representatives of the borough of Ply- 


11,000,coo/. for which Govt. was responsible | 


to them. In consequence of this appearing, 


every man in the country was easy on that | 
score; the general anxiety was at once re- | 


lieved. ‘The Noble Earl even insisted that the 
situation of the Bank was since greatly ame- | 
horated, ‘Then why institute an inquiry? In | 
addition to what had fallen from his’ Noble | 
Friend, as to the causes of an unfavourable 
course of exchange, he had to suggest, that 
the large remittances of cash in Various ways, 
a8 payment of subsidies in particular, amount- | 
ing to an aggregate of between 20 and 40 | 
millions, in a great degree contributed to it: 
these remittances were not yet wholly made— 
those pecuniary accounts were not yet quite 
Wound up. When they were joimed to the 
Consideration of the growing commercial pro- 
Perty and increasing wealth of the country, 
there was every reason to suppose the course 


of exchange would return to its accustomed | 
favourable course. 


——_—— 


. sort of explanatory conversation then en- 
led between the Earl of Moira, Lords Pelham 
the Auckland, and the Lord Chancellor; in 
. course of which the Noble Earl declared, he 
48 Not tenacious of histwo first motions, and 

t mis thoughts of pressing to a division upon 
sake om these the question was afterwards 
bee they were negatived by the House. 
extehaan crs, which respected the course of 
and ts at given periods between this coun- 
Hamburgh, the amount of the issue 





mouth, and this transaction took place in 
that neighbourhood, I may be influenced by 
some considerations of local politics; I can 
assure the House, however, that of Mr. Mar- 


'shall I knew nothing (except by character) 


until the last summer ;—that I know none of 
his connexions; nor has he, to my knowledge, 
any kind of intercourse with, or relation to 
any one person. whom I have the honour to 
represent: neither, Sir, am I guided by any 
considerations of personal enmity to the ho. 
nourable members of the Board of Admiralty 3 
I can have fo private enmity to them; nor, if 
I had, would it, if I know myself, influence 
my conduct here. I shall speak of them as 
public men, and shall advance nothing in- 
jurious to their feelings,. beyond that which is 
necessary to establish certain facts which re- 
gard them in their public characters. Neither 
am I influenced by any view of factious oppo- 
sition to his Majesty’s government, a prin- 
ciple on which T never have acted, and trust 
I never can-act. These are the motives by 
which I am not influenced; those which do 
guide me are, first, to vindicate the character 
of one of the most meritorious, most skilful, 
most zealous, and most injured men this da 

existing in his Majesty’s dominions; and which 
becomes the more necessary, in consequence: 
of what fell from an Hon. Member and a 
Woble Lord, whom I have not the honour of 
knowing, in this place, some time ago, relas 
tive to Mr. Marshall; the first of whom as. 
serted, in unqualified ‘terms, his uridoubted’ 
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delinguency, and the latter, from worthy and | 


kind motives I am sure, first asserted his‘con- 
viction df his innocence, ard a few days after- 
wards a belief of his guilt; which latter was 
tnferred from Mr. Marshall’s not having taken 
steps to justify himself, and having submitted 
quietly to his fate. This inference, I trust, 
¥ shall completely do away before I sit down. 
The other motive is to make some strictures 
on: certain acts of the Board of Admiralty, 
which I consider as, equally with this, in- 
jurious to the public service. I never address 
this House without very considerable agita- 
tion; which however, much as I experience 
it at present, would be still greater, did I not 
feel that the task I have undertaken is not one 
which requires any great talents or know- 
ledge; that it will consist in little more than 
a statement of facts, which will enforce their 
own inferences; and that I shall therefore 
have to trouble the House with little of ar- 
gument, and with few observations beyond 
those which will bé necessary to explain such 
circumstances in Mr. Marshall’s case, as are 
of a professional or technical nature. I shall 
state nothing as a positive fact but what I 
know to be so; and nothing as a reputed one 
but what I firmly believe such; being always 
open to correction, should I advance any thing 


which is not well founded.—In Feb. 1802, a | 
committee of the Navy Board, consisting of |- 


| practice being resumed, and appointed a man to 
| assist the person, who complained that the duty 


Sir William Rule, Mr. Gambier, and Mr. 
Tucker, late Secretary to the First Lord, went 
to Plymouth dock, to examine into the con- 
duct of the late master caulker there, against 
whom some charges had been exhibited. 
During the course of his examination, there 
appeared some circumstances which induced 
them to ask certain questions of Mr. Marshall, 
Mr. Lugger the Clerk of the Survey, and 
another officer of the yard; and they were 
informed that they might write to the Board 
m explanation. Mr. Marshall (and I believe 
the others) did so; but, as there was no 
specific charge against him, he conld only 
guess what was the nature of the suspicions 
entertained, and therefore made the best ex- 
planation a man under such circumstances of 
uncertainty could do *., 
 * Honouranre Sirs,—You having been pleased, 
on your late visit to this yard, in consequence of 
the examination which. took place in the several 
departments, to signify that the respective officers 
‘should each for themselves address you on the 
subject, and explain by writing, the cause of the 
several partioulars that you had reason to be dis- 
pleased with; I therefore humbly beg leave to ac- 
quaint you, that with respect to the English timber 
not being stamped with the initials of the officer 
who attcnded the surveys, -I can say with great 
truth, that 1 never knew the practice was dis- 
continued till about the end of the year 1800. The 
English timber was always surveyed by my two 
assistants, taking week and week with the cleik 
As soon as I discovered that it was 
emitted, I immediately gave directions fog the 
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Sir, I have no means of knowing what 
repart was made to the Board of Admiralty 
by the Commissioners of the Navy; but | 
have a right to infer that it was not such as 
would possibly warrant the dismissal of Mr. 
Marshall, because I know; that in point of 
fact, when his dismissal was announced, some 
commissioners of the navy made strong repre- 
sentations of his,eminent services, professional 
skill, and general character, which however 
availed nothing, and he and the others 
were dismissed in a month afterwards, with. 
out being formally accused, without being 
heard in their defence, arid without any re- 
gard to a most useful and meritorious service 
of more than thirty-seven years of his life. 
The first intimation of his most unexpected 
disgrace was given him by his successor’s 


going into his house, and shewing him the . 


warrant of his appointment by which he was 
superseded. I believe it will be admitted, 
that some eStimate may be formed of a man’s 
conduct and character by the degree of esti- 
mation in which he is held by the neighbour- 
hood in which he resides. Now, Sir, there 
was an opinion very prevalent, and | fear too 
well founded; that great depredations had 
been committed in his Majesty’s dock-yards; 
and therefore the predisposition of the public 
was rather to rejoice in the dismissal of any 





was too hard for him (and which, I believe, was 
‘the cause of its being omitted, in the first place’; 
and was continued till the new regulations respect- 
ing timber took place. With respect to the timmber- 
book kept by my assistants, it appears by os 
records in my office, that it was never the practice 
to enter any thing more than the progressive nuni- 
bers, with the date and names of the officers 
that being a part of duty particularly appointed ( 


proper to call on me for my opinion, when . 
the surveys of the timber. With respect the 
notes male by the foreman of the caulkers, “0 
signed by me, I beg to refer you to orang v 
your Honours, when here, dated the «th eee 
a copy of my directions therein enclosed, give 
in my minute of the rgth Ang. last to tie 
spective masters, foremen, &c.—It has —s 
very great concern to find, that, on investiga a 
the business has not been conducted so as bs _ , 
your approbation. All | can say 's, that ashe : 
depend on my doing every thing in my pe aa 
cause the whole of the business in my — 
to be carried on to your satisfaction in aaa ae 
hope and trust that no intentional green cheer 
can be imputed to me; I have Stee a 
through a long series of years, In the va . rhe 
tions I have filled in the service, to amet «ad 
as a good officer and an honest man: and 


fe to be comm 
it to be the greatest pride of my lite ®ve 





> if that 25" 
wee as manner flatter pr ttle ‘ ens jight bf 
&c. He. 
penne nh faa 
Hon, Navy Board, 
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lhe 
them, I never interfered, unless they though. 
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6f the officers, as their disgrace might be | Now here IT beg to.take my stand, Here 
attributed to a discovery of their collusion in | is a letter from the First Lord of the Admi- 
such practices; but, notwithstanding this | ralty—trom the head of that board by which 
propensity, such was the effect of character, Picci ths lias“ ncllittis. Be Best 
that all ranks and degrees of persons in the | out of it more than two nights, except upon duty ; 
neighbourhood, convinced of their innocence, | and I beg to assure your Lordship, upgn my sacred 
expressed only compassion for their unmerited word, that my zeal for the promotion this Majesty's 
disgrace, and indignation at those by whom | service has ever been constant and unremitting.— 
it was inflicted. I can assure the House, that | I understand that neg!ect of duty has been attri- 
this was not one of those sudden and transient | buted to me, inasmuch as not having caused 
emotions, which are quickly excited, and agreeable to the instructions of the N. vy Board) 
soon subside; but that, after all the inquiry | the English timber to be properly marked, on the 


oe Bch eee tnt at” ene ae aces. | Survey, and receipt of it into the yard; to which 
: 4 A ee otis hein Pha nd s\n andi. J humbly beg bane to observe, that, my avocations 

Gs, SEO Pe ite | being so much engrossed, and taken up in the 
minished. It was demonstrated at the time, | other various and urgent duties of my department, 
by the general and almost universal tokens | in. curyey of the timber had always been done 
of respect shewn to these unfortunate gentle- |») one of my assistants, and a clerk officer; of 


b 
men by persons theretofore unknown to | course I could not be accountable for an omission 
them, by officers of the navy and army, as | of that kind: but as soon as 1 di-covered that it 


well as by the inhabitants in general, paying | had been omitted, which was in the latter end of 
them personal attention; and the same tokens | the year 1800, I immediately caused the marking 
of rerard continue to be shewn to Mr. Mar- | to be resumed ; and it has been correctly done from 
shall and Mr. Lugger, the only two who now | that time to the time of the late inquiry made by 
reside there, to this very moment.—Sir, Mr. the Hon. Navy Board, of which they appeared 
Marshall, on consultation with his friends | S@tisfied-—I shall not trespass longer upon your 
what measures he ought to pursue in justifica- | ris nent + oe air sake rials. 04 Art agp sone the 
tion of his conduct, was strenuously advised | [Ph 08" Pas we peresety perce he “tan Ha 
to rest quiet for a time, in hopes that, when | sid ig o om pining ieoenynat ee ee ee 
ibe ee ats spear ne sewttane ehnats | WOE I have been engaged in his Majesty's ser- 
¥ character and MerLonous Services SNOUNC | vice, and which is faithfully detailed. With mine 
be duly considered, his severe sentence would | 354 family’s carnest prayers that you Lordship 
be reversed; but finding, after some months, | wii] take our situation into cons'deration, and grant 
no probability of such a result, he wrote a/|{ us relief, I remain with all due submission, my 
letter and memorial, of which the follow-! Lord, &c. &c. e 
ing are copies, to Lord St. Vincent *. Plymouth Dock, Joun MarsnaLt. 
ani Ustad diel ra nid | June 17, 1802. 
* My Lornp,—I most humbly take leave to address | The Rt. Hon. John Earl St. Vincent. 
your Lordship on the subject of my dismissal from | My Lorv,—I most humbly beg to inform you, 
| 
| 








my late situation of master shipwright of his Ma- | that I came into his Majesty’s service in the year 
1764, as an apprentice to Sir John Henslow, then 
belonging to Portsmouth dock-vard: 1 remained 
Lordship, Iam induced to presume has, in a great there under the patronage of Mr. Hunt, who was 
measure, been the cause of my misfortune. Had | master shipwright, as adraughtsman, till the year 
‘our Lordship been a witness -to the strict and | 17753; JI then went to Plymouth, on the ap- 
constant attention I always paid’ to my duty, which | pointment of Sir John Henslow, as master ship- 
many of the admirals and captains of the ficet have | right there. In 1776, 1 was made aquarterman, 
Whose ships have been fitted and refitted at the | and appointed an overscer to the building a man 
pos I have served in, I flatter myself I should | of war at Messrs. Adams, Barnard, and Co. in the 
have experienced a better fate, and the honour of | Tver Thames. In 1777 Iwas appointed to build 
you: Lordship’s patronage and protection. Ihave, {a man of war at Mr. Barnard’s at Ipswich; and 
my Lord, been favoured with very strong certificates | after that another. In 1779 1 returned again to 
from many admirals and captains of the ficet, ex- | Plymouth yard. In 1780 I was appointed to 


Pressive of their approbation of my conduct and | build a ship of war at-Mr. Fisher's yard at Liver- 
ebilities as an officer, which I have obtained only | pool, and remained there till the end of the Ames 
from a desire of making my real character known | rican war in 1783; in all which time I built seven 
to your Lordship, and to endeavour to remove those | ships of war: afer which I returned to Plymouth 
Unfavourable impressions, which, from the severe yard, } and was appointed forcman of the new 
Cetisure which has been inflicted upon me by the or- | works, and occasionally acted as purveyor till 
ders of theRt. Hon. the Béard of Admiralty, lam in- | 1785, when 1 was appointed draughtsman to Sir 
duced to believe, has hitherto not been known to | John Henstow at the Navy office. In 1786 I was 
your Lordship ; and which if your Lordship would appointed by the Admiraity Board, master mast- 
Permit me to lay before you, and that you will take maker of Deptford yard; and I was ordered to 
the trouble of ‘perusing, 1 flatter myself you will | Liverpool on service to take up tenders; and in 
se Cause of considering my case in a more favour- + 3788 was appointed to go into the Grampian 
able light, and cither restore’ me to ‘my fofmer | mountains, to survey, and report on, the forest 
situation, or giant me such relief ag will afférd | of Glenmore, belonging «0 the Duke of Gordon ; 
myself and family a comfortable subsistence|——1 | which service I petformed very much to the satis- 
Was seven years, my Lord, master shipwright of | faction of the Navy Board, and every person con- 


Jesty’s dock-yard at Plymouth dock. Not having 


honour of being personally known to your 














Plymouth yard, during which time I never slept | cerned. In 1790, 1 "ts appointed buildet’s as- 
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Mr. Marshall was dismissed; in which are 
stated the grounds and charges on which that 
event was. founded: it would be to accuse 
that Noble Lord of the grossest duplicity to 
suppose, that when his reply purports to be 
a statement of the causes of Mr. Marshall’s 








of manifesting them, by that investigation 
into his conduct, which, as a British subject, 
|and by all the analogies of the criminal juris. 
prudence of his country, he had a right to 
expect. After endeavouring in vain to ob- 
tain an audience of Lord St. Vincent, Mr. 


disgrace, he had not enumerated them fairly | Marshall watched an opportunity to put 
and fully; and I have therefore a right to lay |a letter into his Lordship’s hands *,—~ 


which operated on the mind of the Board of 
Admiralty to dismiss this long-tried and meri- | 
torious servant of the public; and that any | 
proof of misconduct which subsequent in- | 
vestigations and scrutinies, by oaths, or other- | 
wise (on which I shal] say a word by and by), | 
may have produced against him, even admit- | 
ting for argument’s sake only, that the grossest | 
misconduct has been discovered, do, in m= 

| 

| 


down the position, that these were the causes | 


create no excuse whatever for this violent 
measure, although it might indeed have been 
a sufficient reason for not reinstating Mr. 
Marshall, in case he should have been ac- | 
quitted on examination of those charges on 
which he was stated to have been dismissed.— 
Soon after the receipt of this letter, Mr. Mar- 
shall was informed, that the Boards of the 
Admiralty and Navy were expected at Ply- 
mouth; and he waited their arrival with that 
anxiety, which a man, conscious of integrity 
and injury like his, must naturally experience, 
until the due opportunity was afforded him 





sistant at Sheerness, under Sir William Rule; and 
in the same year | was appointed assistant to the 
surveyors of the navy. During my stay in that 
ottice, 1 was ordered to Greenock in Scotland, to 
a ship driven into the Clyde in distress ; and once 
to Leith in Scotland, to take up, and fit out, 
transports for the troops going to Holland, when 
General Abercromby and ford Adam Gordon yvave 
me the strongest marks of approbation to Sir Henry 
Martin, the comptroller of the navy, for my per- 
severance and dispatch in fitting those ships; and 
I bad the thanks of Sir Henry. On my return I 
was appyinted master shipwright of Sheerness 
yard; and in 1795 I was appointed to Plymouth 
ddock-yard,. I have been thirty-seven years in his 
Majesty's setvice; and 1 can say with great truth, 
that his Majesty has not a servant that has acted 
upon purer principles, more careful of his Majesty's 
stores, Of more conscientious in the discharge of 
his duty; and it is the only comfort in my very 
great distress, that I have that character from ail 
ranks of people that know me. Had I been idle. 
neglectful, wanting in abilities, or dishonest, 1 
should have deserved my fate. _ 
. To which the following tep'y was made by his 
Lordship :-—Sit, The Board gave full’ consideration 
to’ your services, which were duly represented by 
the Navy Beard, but found it impossible to pass 
over the total dezeliction of your duty, which 
appeared as well in signing extra netes for caulkers’ 
and the painters’ work, as in the circumstances 
you have stated; and every day’s experience proves 
the material injury the public has received by the 
system formerly pursued in Plymouth yard. I am, 
Sir, S&c. &c. Sr. Vincent. 





* My Loro,—On your Lordship’s arrival at this 
place, I at first intended to solicit you to grant me 
4 personal interview; but when I witnessed the 
multiplicity of weighty and important concems 
which engaged your time and attention here, I 
deemed it no less respectful to your Lordship, than 
satisfactory to myself, to adopt this method of ad. 


| dressing myself to your most serious consideration, 


ft would be impossible, my Lord, to enter into the 
details, and the reflections they suggest, of a cave 
$) peculiarly severe and afflicting as mine is, with. 
out previously trying to engage such a portion of 


| your Lordship’s calm and patient attention, as will 
| ensure me a full and pertect hearing, in what [ 


have now the honour to state to you, whether | 
remonstrate in the forcible language of conscious 
integrity, or give vent to the wounded feclings of 
oppressed innocence. Before I enter upon my jus 
tification afresh, I feel it my duty to offer to your 
Lordship my acknowledgments and thanks for the 
answer which you condescended to make to my 
letter to you of the 11th of June last; and I feel 
the more obliged for such an instance of your h- 
vour, as 1 am thereby enabled to ascertain, in some 
measure, the cause of that displeasure, and the na 
ture of those imputations, which, after a faith‘ul 
discharge of my duty for thirty-seven years to my 
King and country, have deprived me of my bread, 
and driven me in the decline of life, forlorn and 
destitute, surrounded with a growing family, ‘9 
form new connexions, andsopen new avenues lot 
earimng my subsistence! But 1 will stifle the voice 
of complaint, and appeal to your Lordship’s justice 
and: humanity only.—At the expiration of nearly 
four months from the time when } was dismissed, 
with every token of ignominious disgrace, from my 
official situation, as master shipwright of Plymouth 
dock-yard, ignorant of the nature of the accusation 
preferred against me, unconfronted with my & 
cusets, unasked for my defence, I found myst’ 
charged, under three heads of culpability, by oe 
Lordship, which I humbly beg leave to be allowe 
to meget and answer distinctly.—In the ny 
timber brought into the dock: yard: being sens” 
of the acknowledged ability and general anent® 
of my assistants, I committed to their sp oes 
junction with a clerk officer, the charge 0! “4 sf 
ing and marking all English timber receiv te 
the yard. (The foreign timber I always " build 
myself, consistent with the practice of poy wd 
ers, and agreeable to the instructions of t . ay 
able Navy Board:) It was not till the oe fice 
the year 1800 that I discovered, on ary " 
appointed to execute this duty had rac and the 
on the pieces the initials of their nam +] 

date of the time when they were oe in, causing 
heing informed of it, I lost not 4m di a 
the usual practice to be resumed; = -egtinizing 
after punctually performed. Even 
this omission, fraud or imposition 





Admiralty, June 22, 1802.°. 


puted to those to whom this duty, though inco® 
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It would be an insult to the feelings of the 
House, were I to call their attention to the 
style and language of this letter, or to ask 
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them, whether it appears to be writteu by a 
man who had been meanly pilfering and de- 
-_frauding the public; or of one who, conscious 


——————— 








' 
petently executed, was delegated; nor has malice | 


or misrepresentation dared to suggest, that a false 
admeasurement was used, or that the public suf- 
fered any pecuniary injury from the negligence of 


. - . ¢ i 
the clerk officers and my assistants.—Respecting | 


the charge of improperly signing extra notes for 
caulkers, I have only to reply, that during the pe- 
riod I was master shipwright of Plymouth yard, | 
stricdly complied with the regulations laid down by 
the honourable Navy Board; treading in the steps 
of my predecessors, and the general approved prace 
tice of his Majesty's service.—When caulkers were 
ordered to work on board ships afloat, the foreman 
of the caulkers received his directions from the 
master Caulker to make out extra notes for the per- 
suis so employed, agreeable to the board regula- 
tions; which notes, after being signed in that de- 
pariment, were brought to me for my signature, 
to authorize the clerk of the check to set off such 
extra labour, and to make out a victualling note, 
in order that the parties might receive their provi- 
sions aboard.—In the performance of this part of 


my duly IT am not censcious of having failed to | 


exert the utmost circumspection I was capable of, 
to prevent inregularity and ta position of every de- 
scuipuon ; no stronger proof of which can be ex- 
hibited to your Lordship than my having 1ssued an 
orce: (a Copy of which | annex to this letter for 
your Lordship’s consideration) in consequence of a 


bine ec instance of supposed dolingqnency having been 
but ated to me. You will please to observe, my 
Lord, (hat with a view to impress, in the most 
Pah 


rile manner, upon the minds of those con- 
cerned, a sense of their duty, I required all the sub- 
Ordinate ofhcers to put their signatures to the ori- 
Final Order pow in my possession, that no person 
might, at any future time, plead ignorance of its 
ature and extent. — From this period | never heard, 
ot had room to believe, that any abuses existed in 
this department, until the ivestigation by the 
Navy Board took place: the result of which in- 
juny | ind, and still do presume to think, attached 
cnminality only to Mr. Pasco, the Jare foreman of 
fhe caulers.—The third and last charge against me 
‘» tor having improperly signed extra notes forthe 
Pctiormance of painters’ work —My Lord. J] chal- 
Jen ce the records of office to produce any n eeu of 
“e ; Pees ption With mv signature affixed to them, 
a fept in those instances when the painters’ work 
” ‘Ss executed by the carpenters of the ships making 
Pore se for a supp'y of paint; in which case I 
Dplied with my instructions, by causing the pro- 
RA sr allotted for that purpose to be fur- 
> slid them accordingly.—To the existence of 
vexand 7 he _ particular I am a stranger. In 
by the ‘Pamenn: work, performed in the harbour 
vard ah aged: the dock-yard, of within the 
ailed to hay bad ghee og. Lord, in a single instance, 
Quantum of . Me | nay aCe DIRE, 80, REARS the 
it miche « wok. done, in order that the bills for 
Mision a et CeUy made put. If, therefore, any 
in conductis Rr geir. be imputable to any person 
cannot be mn et 's branch of the public service, it 
presided 8 peak to tie dopatrenent over whten 
bompicrels a: ave now, my Lord, I trust, replied 
ro ely and satistactosily tq afl the charges exhis 


any 


t 


- 
bited against me in my late official capacity. But there 
is one point yet untouched, J have been informed, that, 
as the head of an office, I was responsible for a// ubuses, 
neglects, or omissions, committed by the subordinate 
officers of my department, Such a principle I sek not 
either to deny or resist. Iclaim, my Lord, only the 
liberal and honourable interpretation of it on my cone 
duct. Let the magniude, vaiety, and intricacy of 
the complicated operations, incident to my late official 
situation, be fairiy estimated; let the period of time 
(nine years of war) ia which I held it at Sheerness and 
Piymouth, be remembered ; let those who commanded 
fleets and ships, dependant upon this yard for repairs 
and supplies of every kind, declare what were my excre 
tions, and when I was ever known to shrink from the 
| innumerable duties of my station, But why should [ 
| offer to your Lordship the certificates and expressions of 
esteem and approbation of subordinate officers, which 

are in my possession? No: to the head of the navah 
| profession at once; to your Lordship’s own testimony ; 
to that of your noble predecessor in the command of th¢ 
| Channel fleet, Lord Bridport; and to your successor, 
Admiral Cornwallis, J dave to make my appeal, pod 
with honourable confiderce demand, when were grqater 
or more unremjtting exertions used to reht and supply 
the British fleet, than during the long ari ardyous pe- 
riod in which it blockaded Brest, when jts wants and 
deficiencies necessarily fell principally upon Plymouth 
dock- yard. It is not in the arrogance of vanity, but 
in the bonest consciousness of professional ability, une 
deservedly degraded, that { da.e to. challenge comparisoy 
with thoze for whom I have been displaced, whether tn 
the details or grand outline of my duty as 3° ship- 
builder, and the direetor of the operations of a great na- 
val arsenal.—I cannnt take leave of your Lordship, 
withoyt agvin imploring your yndivided afiention to a 
case, which, when considered in all its parts, has been 
punished wich a severity beyond all formes example. § 
am no stranger to the generosity of your Lordship’s djs- 
position towards the pnfortpnate, nor to the jystness of 
the principles which govern your conduct in your esalted 
official capacity. J claim an extension of those quali 
ties to myself, only when my character, both for inte 
grity and professional talent, shall have been investi, 
gated, and been pronounced upotr: such an investigae 
tion | supplicate from your Lordship jn its most unli- 
mited severity of application. I have been taught to 
consider it as a general principle of my country, when 
palpable and direct delinquency did not mark the cons 









| duct of the accused: and I feel confident that Lord St. 


Vincent will not withhold it from me.—TI have the hoe 

nour to be, my Lord, with the most respectful consiy 

deratjon, vour Lordship’s most dutiful, ac. &e. 

Rt, Hon "Join Earl St, Vingent, Joun MARSHALL, 
30 lugust 1802. 


The order referred to in the letter is as follows + 

The respective masters, foremen, &¢. that are in the 
habit of making notes for extra, an occasions of dock. 
ings, undertakings, dinner-times, going to the Sound 
or Cawsand Bav, or for extra pon any occasion what- 
ever, a:¢ hereby strictly enjoined not to put any persons 
thereon, but such as are actyally on the spot, oid em 
ployed upon the service for which the nore or notes are 
made, as an investigation of that bysiness is expected 
soon to take place; and showld it be discovered that any 
peisons have been allowed extre for services they heyg 
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of his zeal, his assiduity, his professional ta- 
lents, and his undeserved disgrace, called on 
the justice of his country for redress. I trust, 
too, after having stated these letters, that no 
Hon. Member will infer guilt in Mr. Marshall, 
from any supposed failure on his part, to seek 
for justification of and inquiry into his con- 
duct.—I have heard it rumoured, that the 
terms in which the before-mentioned order are 
conceived, admit of this construction, namely, 





that Mr. Marshall had been conniving at rre- | 


gularities hitherto; but having heard they were 
to be investigated, he had given this caution 


c 


to his associates.. ] hope and believe no such | 


interpretation has ever been put on this order, 
because they can only have been the sugges- 
tions of the vilest minds. Had this been the 
case, surely he would not have given this pub- 
lic notice, but Have put a stop to the practices 
referred to by private intimation ; and least of 
al!, would he have sent this very order as a. 
ground of justification to the First Lord of 
the Admiralty.—Although, in the letter I have 
just read, Mr. Marshall has explained his 
conduct in such terms as doubtless must be 
periectly intelligible to the First Lord and 
Board of Adiniraliy; yet there are certain de- 
tails which are requisite to render his defence 
understood by this House, which are of a 
professional and technical nature, and which 
I shall state in as few words as possible-—The 
first charge is, that Mr. Marshall omitted to 
mark the timber which was received into the 
yard, according to the directions of the Navy 
Board. Now, the practice pursued is as fol- 
lows: when timber arrives at the yard, it is 
taken out of the vessels and spread on the 
survey ground, and examined by shipwrights, 
by boning and spotting; after it is so pre- 
pared, a time is appointed by the surveying 
officers, when all the defects are pointed out 
to the shipwright officer (that is, the builder or 
one of his assistants), who then pronounces 
what abatement (if any) shall be made for any 
defects, which is immediately marked on the 
piece, in order to fix the price per load; after 
which the whole is measured, and its contents 
cut on the butt and the sides; and then the 
labourer who attends, strikes on the butt the 
initials of the name 
and the date when received. Now, the omis- 
sion charged is in the last part of this process 
only. It has been the practice, for a great 
number of years past, in the Plymouth yard 
(and I believe in the others), for the master 
builder to receive the English timber, and for 
his assistants to receive all foreign timber ; 
and this is sanctioned by the directions of the 








not performed, the consequences will be Very unpleasant 
to the par. ies concerned. 
13¢6 dugust 1801. Ropert Davies. 
By order of the master shipwright. 
To this he obliged ali thos: whom it concerned, to 
subscribe their names, that no one might plead igno- 
rance of its existence, : 
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Navy Board. Now, zot a single, not @ soli- 
tary instance of omission has been detected in the 
marking of the foreign timber received by Mr. 
Marshall himself; and as soon as he found 
that this part of the process on the English 
timber had been neglected, which was, as 
stated in his letter, by accident, in the year 
r800, he ordered it to be resumed, and it was 
continued to the day. of his disniissal. Of 
this first charge, however, the House will, I 


am sure,.see that he is completely acquitted.: 


The second charge is, that he signed false 
caulkers’ extra notes. Now, I beg leave to 
state, that when a ship arrives in the Sound 
or the Bay, which is to be repaired afloat, the 
carpenter of her makes an official report of 
the state of he: defects to the builder; who, 
according as the case may require, orders on¢ 
or more gangs of caulkers to be sent on 
board: these directions he gives to the master 
caulker, an officer in his own department, 
and subordinate to: him;-this officer selects 
the men; and it is the duty of the foreman ot 
each gang to write a list of the names ot his 
party on a piéce of paper, which being signed 
by him is presented to the builder, who 1s 
required by the rules of the service to add his 
initials; without which, they could not be 
acted upon. at the office of the clerk of the 
check. These are called caulkers’ extra notes, 
and the use made of them is this: men sent 
on this employment are entitled to sith a 
vantages; first, to be victualleedl on board my 
ship where they are employed; and, seconcly, 
to additional wages while they remain there. 
These extra notes, therefore, are produced m 
the check office, and a victualling bill is im 
mediately made out, which being carried on 
board the ship by each gang, is delivere¢ ” 
the captain, and becomes his voucher for = 
dering them to be victualled. Now it ape 
pears, that some of these notes have deci 
found, on examination, to contain one bet 
more names of persons, who, not being a& 
tually on the serséce, have’ by these means 
ceived the emoluments arising from it},2" 
as Mr. Marshall’s initials appear on the notes 
he is accused of being privy and conscpuns © 
this fraud on the public. “Gn this sabjcc ©: 
Marshall was examined by the Camis 
the Navy Board, and asked partigulss’) * 
Mr. Commissioner Tucker, whetuer 7 thet 
put his signature to these ROLES, and Py Te 
he had seen the caulkers g@ PB ™ 
the first of which he answ¢red kis as Qe 
tive; and to the latter he expresse he asked 
nishment that such 2 quiéstion sh Eiiehe orders 
him; that it was his duty.t0 875 ease his 
but uttertly impracticable. fot; Bites ANN oe 
various more important .2vO¢ane 

them all executed. Now Iam sar 
will see the ‘miserable futility oF 
when they consider, that there 18.9 
the head of any civil or PAMIGGHY © 
or office ia the kingdom, whe . 
obliged, almost daily, to-sig#'PaF 
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ments, the truth and correctness of which he 
can have no possible means of ascertaining, of 
his own knowledge; and for which, there- 
fore, he must depend on the honesty and 
accuracy of those in office under him. Why, 
the’ Noble Secretary of State opposite to 
me, among the various documents to which 
he affixes his signature, might, by the treachery 
of his subalterns in office, be induced to sign 
4 warrant for blowing up this House; but 
what is more in point is what I am sure the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. near him (the Secretary at 
War) well knows, and when he was an officer 
in a corps of militia must have often expe- 
rienced: when the quartermaster has brought 
tohim, ascommanding officer, a weekly state 
of the expenditure of beer and bread for the 
regiment, which is to be authenticated by his 
signature, can it enter into the mind of any 
man, that any other responsibility attaches to 
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| nothing to do, unless he had grounds to doubt 


him, than that which arises from this expres- | 


sion of his belief, that the statement is a true 


one; or, that he could himself have seen the | 


bread and beer actually consumed? 
must depend, and by his signature can only be 


No, he | 


} 


¢onstried to express his dependance, on the | 


accuracy of the statement. Circumstances 
analogous to this also occur to captains in the 
navy, whose signatures are requisite to au- 
thenticate the accounts of many of their sub- 
ordinate officers, for the accuracy of which 
they must also depend on the truth of those 
who present them; and the builders of the 
dock-yards are required to put their initials to 
these notes, the truth of the statements in which 
they have not a possibility of ascertaining ; but 


are only expected to express, by this act, a belief | 


in their accuracy. But although the builder has 
no means personally of detecting a fraud in 
this branch of his duty, that power exists in 
the clerk of the check, whose office is created 


for purposes of that kind, and for neglect of | 


this very duty, his first clerk (the principal, | 


Mr. Tucker, not being there) was suspended 
for lour months, and afterwards restored by 
the Lords of the Admiralty, together with the 
pay accruing during the suspension. I trust, 
‘hereiore, that of -this charge against Mr. 
Marshall, he is completely acquitted. ‘The 
tiird and last charge against him is, that he 
connived at a false admeasurement of painters’ 
work. He has, in his letter to Lord St. Vin- 
cent, so fully exculpated himself on this head, 
‘hat IT shall only add two words to what he 
has there said. When painters’ work is to 
De measured, a clerk from each clerk officer’s 
department attends, and those on the part of 
‘ae builder and clerk of the check, are persons 
‘ppointed by the Navy Board, and called 
respectively builder’s and clerk of the check’s: 
measurers ; minutes are made by all these per- 
Song, in separate books, of the amount of the 
POE io which operate as checks on 
para other: and on their general correspond, 
- a a navy bill is made out for the payment 

work; in which the builder has literally , 


j 
} 


| 





the integrity of his measurer, in which case it 
would be his duty to ints rfere.—These, then, 
are the charges on which Mr Marshall wag 
ignominiously dismissed from his office, after 
a faithful, zealous, and meritorious discharge 
of his duty for thirty-seven years ; and this ig 
the defence he would haye made, had he been 
fairly and openly arraigned, and admitted to 
that privilege which British subjects are gene- 
rally believed to enjoy, and which he himself 
\ solicited, that éf being heard 
in his defence, after he knew of what he wag 
accused. But we shall be told of subsequent 
discoveries of delinquency; that when, sone 
years before, he was builder at Sheerness, 
there was an office servant born on extra, or 
some miserable charge of that sort. The very 
scrutiny for past offences, after his dismissal, 
argues the badness of the cause which was to 
be so supported ; but I again contend, that, had 
the foulest corruption been afterwards dee 
tected, it would form no palliation of the 
violence and injustice of the conduct of the 
Admiralty; but this, only for argument sake, 
as I should be glad to meet them on that 
ground also. I do not contend that Mr. Mar- 
shall is without human frailties: let him that 
“is without fault cast the first stone,’ But 
this I will aver, that if, from the highest man 
in office, to the lowest, from the Rt. Hon, 
Gent. opposite to me, of whose honour and 
integrity no man thinks more highly than my- 
self, to the head of the lowest department, 
persons are to be dismissed from their ‘places 
on such grounds as those on which Mr. Mar- 
shall lost his situation, no one could stand for 
a single hour: and each day would witness 
fresh dismissals, until anew and more perfect 
set of beings could be provided to fill up the 
But other attempts have been also 
subsequently made, by very .extraordinary 
means indeed, to discover whether Mr. Mar- 
shall ever took any moncy for his recoms 
mendation of those persons who held subordi- 
nate situations in his department., In order to 
effect this, directions were given by the Board 
ef Admiralty, that the Commissioners’ of the 
Navy should order the commissioners, at the 
out-ports to administer oaths to all persons in 
the dock-yards (at Plymouth. certainly,, and J 
presume at the others), as to the followin 
points—When entered, and in: what station— 
when advanced, and to what station—sum or: 
sums of money paid on entry or advancement. 
—when and to whom paid? -I hold in my’, 
hand a printed paper with the before-mentioned + 


Vacancies. 


heads; one of which was presented to every ™: 
person holding office, the columns of which *. 
he was ordered to fill up, and to take an oath « 
before the commissioners to the truth of hig ‘ 


statement. Thus at the very time that an 
application was made to this House, by the. 
Hon. Gent. opposite to me, for léave to bring 
in a bill for the appointment of commissioners, 
with a power to administer oaths; at the very 


* 
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time that a discussion on the propriety of 
granting such a power was pending; at the 


criminating themselves, and adopted by Par- 
liament, to take away the most objectionable 
part of such a power, which in a great mea- 
sure rendered it nugatory; at that very time, 
and subsequent to passing the act so limited, 
were the Lords of the Admiralty, through the 
agency of the Commissioners of the Navy, 
exercising, in the fullest extent, the admini- 
stration of oaths to official men, uncontrollea 
by that proviso, and thus compelling those in 
subordination to them to disclose that which 
must to a certain degree tend to degrade, if 
not to criminate themselves. I do not give an 
opinion, Sir, that this was, or was not, a most 
illegal or unconstitutional proceeding ; but of 
this Jam sure, that it was one of the boldest 
measures, which, under such circumstances, 
could have been undertaken. I mean not by 





on the conduct of the Commissioners of the 
; Navy, for whom generally, in their public 

conduct and private character, I have the 
greatest respect; nor on the conduct of the 
he commissioner of the Plymouth yard, to whom 
ee am I particularly alluded; he acted under orders 
: 





which it was his official duty to obey.—But 
what was the result of this severe scrutiny into 


shall? Although it seems he might hav 
pleaded precedent for the practice, not one 
solitary instance of his ever having taken a 
shilling for his recommendations or appoint- 
ments was found against him.—That Mr. Mar- 
shall was not venal and corrupt, therefore, the 
above investigation fully proves. Of his mo- 
deration, his liberality, and disinterestedness, 
as well as of his skill and ingenuity, the fol- 
lowing circumstance will convince the House : 
about six months before he was dismissed from 
his employment, he invented a machine, by 
whieh a very great improvement was made in 
cutting the screws used in lifting and lauuch- 
ing ships, and in other operations in the yard: 
y these means a nut and screw could be cut 
in thirteen minutes, which in the old mode 
required nine or ten hours manual labour, and 


in a much more perfect manner; as is generally. 


the case where machines are so applied. His 
friends earnestly pressed him to obtain a pa- 
tent, to secure to himself the profits of this 
very important discovery. This was his an- 
swer: ** No—I am a servant of the public, and 


“ they have a right to the fruits of my talents: 


“and my skill.” It may be: said, that the 


Board of Admiralty are not aware of this be- 


neficial discovery, or that it was made by Mr. 
Marshall; -but I Have to inform the House, 
that, when their Lordships were at Plymouth, 
they were shewn this machine; they saw its 
operation, were told by whom it was invented, 
and gave a minute, directing it to be used in 


‘ 
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time that a proviso was suggested, by the first | 
law officer in the kingdom, to prevent persons | 


these observations to cast the least reflection | 


the means by which places or advancement ! 
had been obtained, as it regarded Mr. Mar- | 
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all his Majesty’s dock-vards. One might have 
would have 


j 


| thought, that their Lordships 
been glad of an excuse—would have been hap. 
py in the pretence thus afforded them, of. 
_ making some amends for the injury they mug 
_ by that time be convinced they had done. N65; 
while the public are thus deriving such benefit; 


acknowledgment has been made to the fiberal 
and injured inventor *.—-There are several 





* Of the character which Mr. Marshall has sustained 
among those whose professional talents, high rank, and 
necessary intercourse with him for many years. past, 
have enabled them to form a_ust estimate, the follywirg 
certificates will evince :—These are to certify, that Mb. 
; John Marshall, late builder of Plymouth yard, whes.J 
| fitted out the Leda, in the beginning of this war, :t 
Deptford, which ship was repaired and fitted by contract, 
Mr. Marshall was then surveyor of the navy’s assistant, 
there being then only one surveyor; and I can firmly 
attest, that he acted with such equity and justice, both 
to the contractors and to his Majesty’s service, t 
| did him the highest eredit, both as a man, and in hi 
| official capacity. —He also docked the Terrible at Piy- 
mouth, whea he was builder there ; and a! . 
| Dragon, and altered the whole of her magazine; av 
' 
| 
| 


can confidently avow, that since I have been m 
| Majesty’s service, I never met with a man, who could 
| possibly pay a more strict attention to his duty than 
| Mr. Marshall; I never recollect going into the dock- 
| yard, but I saw him very attentive to his employment ; 
| and as far as I mzy be allowed to judge, I think hima 
| very able man in his profession.—Given under my hat 
| this 8th day of October 1802.— At Plymouth. 
| Geoxce CamMpPBett. 
These are to certify, that Mr. Jobn Marshall, late 
master shipwright at Plymouth yard, has always given 
me much satisfaction, by his exertions in refitting 5! 
Maje-ty’s ships Robust, Formidable, and Mars, oanan 
times at Plymouth; he has always been highly spoxen 
of by captains of the shipgthat were under my orve’s 2 
Cawsand Bav, as a zealous, good, and deserving othe 
which I think -he truly merits, aod beg to recommen’ 
him as such.—Given under my hand, at Plymouth, ™ 
17th day of August 1802. 

EpWarkpD 

I do hereby certify, that Mr. 
master shipwright of his Majesty's dock-y: ss 
mouth, has given me much satisfaction, by ne a 
in fitting the Windsor Castle several times at f 7 a 
| he has been equaily highly spoken of by ame hed 0 
captains and officers of the navy; and strongly re 

mended by them, as a zealous, good, and a 
officer, which I think he highly merits ; and Os, coe 

recommend him.—Given under my hand, at Po a 

this 8th day of June 1802. _ A, cpg " ice 

These: are to certify, that during oe oe * an 
fitted out at Sheerness and Piymouth; at or ir 
places, Mr. John Marshall was then master ® is de> 
who always gave me the fullest —. eM ik 
partment ; and 1 ever looked upon cot "hie sot 
ous, active officer.—Given under my #4 Me BER. 
day-of May r$o2. Roser if atl, 

These aré to certify, that Mr. . rs ponducted 
master’shipwright at Plymouth yare, eacin che severdl 
himself to miy perfect satisfactiony 1 F ie 4 onde 
ships belinging te the Channel Fleets Te nd Print 
in -Cawsand Bay, servicer? rt ave the greet 
was whete fiy"dag was hotsted. #5 


Cy 


THORNBROVOH 
John Marshail, late 
ard at Plv- 





' 





from this discovery, neither reward nér ter?’ 


Mis 


as 


- ” es > —s - * rT - 
pare ee 7 nia b m ‘4 ihe Sgt 
To ket Ii a a 


este 


z 
af 

ay ena 
Z i ye 


ro tps ES, ’ * 
ete ee 


ae) ee 
ese on 





¥ neil gt ace 


pater 


* 
wee 3 


ee 





* ee BSA. ee ets 








ee: ee 





=7F ff ew = Bs... 











































Master shipwright of Plymouth yard, during the three 
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others, with which I do not trouble the House; 


but I must not omit the two following, because 
they are from two officers of high rank and 


character; who commanded as port admirals, | 


at Plymouth, during the whole service of Mr. 
Marshall as builder; and who must be enabled 
to form a most accurate judgment of his whole 
character and conduct +.—There is another, 
which although in substance a certificate, being 
in form of a letter, J do not feel myself at 
liberty to read; but I have authority to say, 
that the Noble Viscount, by whom it is writ- 
ten, and whose name, if mentioned, would 
command the highest respect, entertains simi- 
lar sentiments of the professional skill, zeal, 
and general character of Mr. Marshall, with 
those ot the other eminent and distinguished 
oficers who have afforded 
those points. 
law, that where slight offences are proved, and 


confidence in his abilities as a shipwright, and always 
considered him as 
to these who appointed him ——Given under my 
20th day of May 1302. 

Cuakies Cotton. 
ese are to certify, that Mr. John Marshall, muster 
pwiight of Plymouth yard, curing several years | 


commanded different ships of his Majesty, and have re- 
hited at that port, has ever given me the highest satis- 
faction in his department; and I have considered him a 


ry zealous and superior officer, both in the scicuce and 
executive line of his profession ; and, according to my 
epinion, he constantly performed the duties of his office 
with much ad.antage to his country and great credit to 
himself, so as te claim the universal approbation of 
‘Ty othcer who has had the honour of knowing him. 

Joun Boktask WakKED. 
Portugal Street, Grosvenor Square, 
May 29th, 1802. 

+ Although the abilities and uniform conduct of Mr. 
John Marshall, late master shipwright of his Majesty's 
éock-yard at Plymouth, were conspicuous and acknow- 
ledged by mast, if not by every officer, whose ships 
were refitred a¢ that port, during a period of more than 
four years that-I commanded rhere; and not a sing!e 
complaint was ever made to me, of want of exertion to 
_ Promote his Majesty’s service in the master shipwright’: 
sepaitmemt; and therefore my testimony seems to be 
Sanecessary ; yet, as it has been deemed of consequence, 
* regard to his future pursuits, I have no hesitation in 
declaring that I consider him to be as able an officer as 


~ 
‘ 


testimonials to | 
it is a maxim in the English | 


a valuable and worthy man; doimg 
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{ where the evidence of higher crimes is douht- 
'ful, character shall have a preponderating 
| weight in the scale of justice; what then ought 
it tu have here, where small offences have not 
‘been proved, and high ones only imputed, 
| without any evidence adduced in support of 
‘them? And I might here, thereforé, safely 
'rest Mr. Marshall’s case, did J not think 1 
| should do him injustice, if I omitted to men- 
tion some circamstances which occurred a 
| little previous and subsequent to his -dis- 
| missal, trom which that transaction derives 
much of its colour and complexion; and 
‘from which that rooted opinion has been form- 
|ed in the mind of the public, that the va- 
_cancies created by the dismissal of ‘Mr. Mar- 
i shall, Mr. Lugger, and another officer, were 
rather made for the sake of those by whom 
they were to be filled up, than on aecount of 
any proved delinquency in those who were 
| dismissed. I repeat, that this opinion is ge- 
| nerally entertained by that part of the public 
| whose local knowledge and observation enable 
| them to form a judgment on that subject. 
One might reasonably have concluded, if it 
was judged necessary by the Lords of the 
Admiralty to make so severe, so novel, and so 
terrible an example, as to dismiss from their 
employments, without any provision, men 
who, with the highest reputation certainly, 
and, I believe, with the greatest integrity, had 





| served the public for upwards of thirty years; 


that a regard for their own characters, and an 
anxious attention to the honour of the country, 
as to its public justice, would have induced 
their Lordships to place such persons in the 
vacancies so created, as, according to the 
routine of office, and the reasonable expecta- 
tions of official men, would have succeeded ta 
them had they been occasioned by death, pro- 
motion, or superannuation. But what was 
the case here? It had invariably, hitherto, 
been the wisdom and policy of the government, 
never to place any man as a builder in hig 
Majesty’s yards, who had not been: qyalified 
for that most important situation, by an edue 
cation similar to that described by Mr. .Mar- 
shall of himself, in the memorial of his varioug 


| services, which I had the honour of reading 


to the House. Such, with little variation, 





ever served in shat capacity, and his wifele time avd 
mind devoted to the duvies of his public employment ; | 
and in his private fife, he appeared to be sober, uniform, 
and regular.—Given in London, this 13th day of May 
1802. R. Kixe. | 

These are to certify, that Mr. John Marshall, late | 


‘Years Thave had the honour to command the said port, 
S given me the highest satisfaction in his department : 

‘he unanimous voiceiaf the officers that have refatted 
Muttice. I have no difficulty 
hi na very superior officer, 
ce and that he has, during 
me. multifarious duties of his 
mself and advantage to his 
nd, at Plymouth Dock, 

Tuomas Pascey. 








both executive and sefi 








Office with great credit 
Country. — Given ; 







| were the education of Sir\John Henslow, of: 


Sir William Rule, whose eminent services, as» 
surveyors of the navy, need no encomiums of 
mine; such, in short, had been the pragress ‘ 
of every master shipwright or builder, without 
one single exception, until the present occa.’ 
sion, when Mr. Tucker, brother to Mr. Com- 
missioner Tucker, was taken from a merchant’s 
yard, and placed as builder’s assistant at Ply- 
mouth. I must here particularly call the at- 
tention of the House to dates, as they are very 
important. This appointment took place cn 
the asth of July 1801%. Mr. Tucker had 


ee oe ee = 


* On the 24th of July Ror, the day before Mr, 





this 36th day of Ay are es, 


Tucker’s ajypointment, Mr. Marshall regeived an ange 
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many years before served his apprenticeship in 
the King’s yard; at the expiration of which, 
without having served in any subordinate office 
whatever, he went into the merchant’s service, 
and remained there until the above period: 
when he was brought from thence, and placed 
at once in the important situation of builder’s 
assistant, over the heads of ail those persons 
who for a number of years had been in pro- 


. 
4 


gress towards situations of that degree, and 


, ad ~ be 4 dia - sraee @ Be leo wre, ' 
who founded their just and reasonable expect | 


ations o succeeding te them, on the practice of 
former Boards of Admiralty. After remaining 


seven or eight months tn the situation of 
assistant, Mr. Marshall was displaced, and 


Mr. Tucker made builder—builder of one of | 


the first, if not the very first yard in the king- 
dom; a proceeding without a single precedent 
in the history of the dock-yards. At that very 
time, a senior assistant to Mr. Tucker was Mr. 
Sippins, a gentleman who had been more ra- 
pidly advauced than usual, through *subordi- 
nate offices, to that situation, in consecuence of 
his superior skill and talents, and more parti- 
cularly for his discovery of a most ingenious, 
safe, cheap, and expeditious mode of repair- 
ing the keels of men of war in dock, for which 
the sum of rooo/. had also been assigned him. 
This gentleman, however, although on the 
spot, and with such pretensions, was, with 
various others, passed by for Mr. Tucker. At 
the same time the other two vacancies, created 
by the dismissal of Mr. Lugcer, clerk of the 
survey, and the storekeeper, were filled up, 
not by persons acquainted by previous educa- 


honourable member of the Admiralty. I state ! 


these as facts, but beg te be understood as not 
intending to cast any reflections on Mr. Kitto 
and Mr, Salt; whom I believe to be perfectly 
worthy and respectable men. Of Mr. Lugger, 
whose hard case I know not from himself, but 
from public report only, I have already 


spoken: his exemplary and unimpeached cha- | 
Of the other gen- | 


racter I have long known. 
tleman if I do not speak, it is only because I 
‘know not his case, and cannot, therefore, by 
my silence, be construed to mean him any 
disrespect. When it is considered what the 
education of builders has ever been—that after 
having been selected for their superior talents 


from a class consisting of a great many thou-— 
sand artificers, they have always, hitherto, 





ny mous letter, dated Admiralty, 21st July 1807, with 
stemark, and signed haah: in which it 

stated, that a train was laid for the destruction of 
him, and other officers of the yard; that nothing but_a 
powerful’and respectful application tothe King himself 
Would save them. This letter was recéived seven months 
before any examinnion of Mr, Marshall and the other 
geutledien took place, - 
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| passed through various gradations and em 
| ployments, before they have been con e. 
| as qualified for that most difficult and ; 
| ant situation; surely it might have been ex. 
| peeted, that the Lords of the Admiralty wou) 
| have paused before they ventured on he a. 
| measure of displacing a man of Mr. Mors! 

| high character and talents, against the stron, 
| representations too, of most respectable mer 

| bers of the Navy Board, accotdins to nul 
report; and on the still more rash and unm 


cedented measure of placing in his stead a man 


sidere d 
Import. 


whose whole time, except for a few months 
| before, had been emploved in build 
| of a totally different construction f: 


erected in his Maiesty’s yards. The conse 
, quence of this. proceeding was sich as might 


| reasonably have been expected: every one has 
| heard of what happened to the Mars, one of 
| the finest ships in the navy ; the back of which 
| was broken, by having been imprudently put 
| out of the dock before she was suffici 
planked to support her weight. Merc! 
ships, to which the new builder had been used, 
would not have sustained such an injury, 
under similar circumstances; because, being 
built fore and aft for “burden, their weight is 
borne up more equally’ throughout on the 
water, than men of wars; which being con- 
| structed for swift sailing, are sharp, and over- 
hang at the head and stern ; and their buoyancy 
being sustained from the centre, the ends pre- 
| ponderate, and produce the effect above al- 
luded to, if not sufficiently secured by strong 
planking .at the extremities.—Another proot 


‘tion with the duties of those offices, but by | of the ignorance of the new builder, or o 
Mr. Kitto, late purser to one of the honourable | something worse, may be gathered from te 
gentlemen opposite to me, and by Mr. Salt, | following ¢ircumstance: a report was mac 
who had, I believe, been purser to another | by him tothe@ommissioners of the Navy, th" 


‘a large quantity of timber, received ii ren 
yard in Mr. Marshall’s time for ship-buildings 
' consisting of ggo0 loads, or ‘nearly 700 pieces 
| was so defective, as to ic wholly unfit for that 
purpose, and to be good for nothing but - 
penter’s work. When the Admiralty ae 
| Navy. Boards were at Plymouth, a survey 0 
this parcel of timber was ordered to be maces 
and Sir William Rule, a gentleman eminem’) 


at 


| qualified, was appointed te that service, © 
having spent two days in examining anouty 
thirds.of it, reported, that he had so far.cix ss 
vered not above five or ‘six pieces op «het 
not perfectly fit for ship-building; 4° = 
two Boards were about to leave  iegtans a 
cither himself thought any further sera’? 
port unne 
t no fare 


‘into the circumstances of such a rep 
cessary, or was ordered. to pursue rox ati 
ther, as their Lordships were proba stances 
“fied. But, notwithstanding these Told his 
‘the riew builder still continues to 

| office, nor has any punishment, as ie 
learn, been “inflicted on him.—I cowl fi 
various instances of thé il effects 0° OP 
from lotig-established practice, which, ait, 
not absolutely contic ed with Mr. + 
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case, I have a right to adduce as proofs of the | 


id 


inconvenience. and danger of that rash system | 
of innovation adopted by the present Board of 


Adimiralty. It has been a practice, for a great 


. : sal Dias 
number of years past, to assign apprentices to | 


respectable and deserving men.afmong the arti- 


ficers in the yard, who instrucgg§itm in their re- | 
pective arts, and who derive. fit from their 


.bourduring theirapprenticestips. The mutual 
benefit, therefore; of instruction on’ one hand 
and of profit on the other, induced artificers 
earnestly to solicit for apprentices; and parents 
as eagerly to make interest to obtain that situa- 
tion for their children. ‘Thus a nursery ‘or 
artificers was constantly kept up.—[ Here an 
Hon. Member called Sir William to order, on 
the ground, that 


lied, that if the motion he intended to submit 
o the House had been known, he:should not 
lave been called to order, y¥iiigiimotion he 
egged leave to read; on wWeigipethe Hon. 
Member said,. had he known whaifthe migtion 
was, he should not have interfered, whet 

Speaker directed Sir William to proce ed." J— 


} 
I 
} 
\ 
} 
i 


The Lords of tthe Admiralty had chosen most : 


materially to alter this arrangement. The ap- 
prentices are now bound to the builder, and 
by him assigned to theartificerss with a power, 
however, ef resuming them, and giving them to 
others, as he shall see occasion. The. profits 

O, arising tq the masters, are so curtailed, 
that a quarterman derives no more benefit 
trom two apprentices, under the present sys- 
tem, than he used to derive from one: having 
no additional profit, where the labour of in- 
struction is doubled. The, consequences of 
this imovation are extremely injurious and 
alarming. On the ene hand, the masters are 
much less solicitous to obtain apprentices; on 
the other, parents, seeing the precarious situ- 
ation in which their children would, under the 
hew regulation, be placed, refuse to bring them 
forward: as a proof of which, advertisements 
have actually been for some time placed in the 
yards, tor the purpose of obtaining apprentices. 
And thus this source of the supply of artificers 
tor the King’s and merchants’ yards is in a 
great degree cut off. There are various other 
topics of a similar nature, on which I might 
chlarge, which have created a great disgust in 
the military and civil departments of the navy; 
but at present I shall refrain from entering 
into them, being sensible that I have already 


_tatigued the House. 4 am aware, that from 


ecatiemen on the other side I may hear some 
pra megs. assertions; but these I shall not 
said ae 7 arguments, It may, indeed, be 
shen a am in the same predicament; and 
wre y own statements have consisted ‘of 
the ee ge Iam ready to allow it: at 
ho bien. tume | think what I have advanced 
and coll Supported by ‘strong, circumstantial, 

ge vuateral proofs ; and there is this material 


erence in the i r: mweslf 
Vou. Il. assertions made by myself, 


he was not keeping to the | 
subject. before the House. To .which he re- | 


and these which may be used on the other sides 
mine are not proposed to induce the House to 
| come to a resolutiorron the merits of the case, 
| but only to institute an inguiry into the truth of 
my statements; wh@reas those of other gentle. 
imen will probably be urged to prevent. any 
inquiry. taking place. | P may also be told,-that 
this is not a case fit for the House of Commons 
to entertain ; that it is not consistent with its 
functions and its’ usages to inquire into the 
| causes of the dismissal of liis Majesty’s civil 
or military servants, which is one of 
jesty’s undoubted prerogatives, without ass¥fn- 
ing amy reason whatever.—I will not so far 
libel the country as to suppose it possible fora 
British subject’ to be oppresséd and injured, 
| without having any means of redress. | will 
not libel this House, by Supposing it does not 
consider itself, mot anty. as-the representative, 
but as the guardian ef the rights of the people. 
But if 3 should,” inde@d,- be deemed inconsist- 
eit’ with -the- practice and functions of this 
| House, to igjguire into the cases of persons 
under chpeutpstances like those of Mr. May- 
shall, thére isone of its functions, which I am 
| well assured it will never resign—that of in- 
quiring ‘info-1the conduct of Ministers, and 
patigo ns in. public offices. And therefore, al- 
thoneh no one can be less inclined to dispute 
that most undoubted prerogative of his Ma-— 
| jesty to dismsss his servants, without assigning 
| his reasons for so doing; yet if it can be shewn 
that his Majesty, contrary to the known cle- 
mency, justice, and benevolence of his own 
| mind, had been advised by any Minister to 
| exercise this prerogative wantonly, capricious- 
ly, or unjustly, or having delegated this 
power, as. in the instance. before us, to the 
Lords of the Admiralty, they should $0 exer- 
cise it; it will not, I presume, be denied, that 
such Ministers, or such pérsons, are amenable 
to public censure.. To titis point one part of 
my motion directly tends: and on these 
erounds | cannot -buf express a strong hope 
that the House will cousent to the appointment 
of a committee. Letyhe iniplore the Rt. Hon, 
Gent. oppésite ta mig Notto-sct his face against 
an inguisg@ato a systém, which has already 
been ~-high#¥ -injurious; and must, if longer 
persisted thy he ruinous tothe -best interests of 
the country s.and, tastly, I-call on those hon. 
members of the Board of Admiralty themselves 
not to object.té & metion, which, if they do 








.| not deserve. the ‘censure to which. I have al. , 


_luded, will afford rhem the opportanity of 
| explaining and jusgifying their conduct. 1 beg 
| leave, therefore, to move,- * That a select 
‘committee of this  House-be appointed to 
£* inquire into the causes @f..the dismissal of 
‘6 Mr. John Marshall, dave: mesfer shipwright 
of his Majesty’s. dock-yard-at Plymopth, and 
‘sinto other circumstances -in the. conduct ot 





nn & 


‘ 


‘“< the Board of Admiralty immediately or re--- 


* motely-connected with that evens.” © - 


Lhe motion was not seconded, ~~ 
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‘HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tuesday, Feb. 22.—(See Minutes, p. 284.) 


[Bank RESTRICTION. |—-Lord PgLuam | 


moved the order of the aay for the second 
reading of the bill ** To continue for a further 
“time, to be limited, the restrietion on the 
**cash payments of the Bank.’ Iu rising to 
make that motion, it was not, he said, his in- 
tention fo detain their Lordships’ attention for 
any length of time. ‘The reasons, which, in 
his mind, justified the renewal of the measure, 
he had stated on a furmer occasion, and to what 
he had then urged but little now occurred to 
him to adduce in addition. He proceeded-to 
tyke acursory retrospectof the operation of the 
restriction since it was first imposed in 1797, 
down to the present time, and from that retro- 
spect he thought himself warranted in asserting 
that no injurious Consequences had arisen from 
tt. Of the stability and solvency of the Bank, 


as no doubt was any where entertained, it was | 


superfluous for him 


to bring forward any 
proof. 


Orher reascas called for the continu- 


Gay a Noble Lord (Moira) had asserted that. 


the measure now under their Lordships’ con- 
sideration must be either a measure of Govern- 
ment, brought forward by Ministers from mo. 
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| these observations to 
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trade and commerce gradually increasing 


example; they have consequently just ea 
to. expect that in a short time there wil 


»~ iil 


ani 
swelling into an extent-beyond any former 


(128, 


{ 


= 


a 


. 


such a reflux of bullion into the countrv as + 


make up for the enormous drain of specie 


which the imperious nature of the cir 
stances just enumerated 
drawn out of it.. Did not, fi 
prudence, did not sound ty call 
temporary continuance of a measure { 
which no mischief had accrued; but fi 
which, on the: contrary, much benefit 

resulted? There were other statements n 
by the Noble Lord, to which also he n 
be expected to advert, more particulai 

some inaccuracies which the Noble Lord 


AANA AN 


had wn; 


b 


therefore, caut\ 
pe 


bs 
aid 


gined he had discovered in a late statem 


of the financial situation of the country m: 
in another place. As he did not conc 
be immediately « 
nected with the question before the fi 
and as moreover it might not be in 
to rectify these inaccuracies, if inde: 


pee : isuch existed, he should abstain altoge' 
ance of the restriction, more particularly rea- | 
’ 


sons of prudence and expediency. Ona former . 


.o¢ their To 


c } > : . cena Ot 
| from that discussion, trusting that tl 


T 
as 


} 


| ships would feel with him the expediency 


proposing it; or it was a measure suggested to | 


them by the Bank, and proposed at the sug- 
gestion and tor the convenience of the Direc- 
tors. 


have been the result of some mutual arrange- 
ment and accommodation between Government 
and the Bank. ‘To these observations he had 
enly to repeat the same answer which he gave 
to the Noble Lord on the occasion already 
alluded to, viz. that the idea of renewing the 
restriction at the present moment originated 
solely with Government. Government had 
no Communication, directly or indirectly, with 
the Bank, as a bank, upon the matter: upon 
the propriety of the measure the Directors of 
the Bank might have been consulted merely 
as individuals conversant. with commercial 
affairs, and likely to be best acquainted with 
what might injure or promote the commercial 
prosperity of the country. It was indeed the 
general opinion of men best enabled to form 
correct notions on such topics, that the restric- 
tion on the Bank had proved highly beneficial 
to commerce, and toa wider extension of every 
sort of commercial convenience and facility. 
These, in concurrence with many other motives, 
have induced Ministers now to propose it anew. 
They see the course of exchange, which the 
very large remittances in specie for the pur- 
chase of corn in tintes of scarcity, for subsidies 
to foreiyn powers, and for the mainteyance of 
our flects and armies in distant stations, had 
- eccasioned to be so much against this country, 

mow gradually turn in its favour; they see our 


Nay, it was not very obscurely hinted | 

by the Noble Lord, that the proposition might , T4 eee ie 4 the Bank, unde 
z | tinuing the restriction on tie balk, 

| the present : . 

' was a fneasure which he couid not oul 





continuing the réstriction for the reasoi 
had now and before alleged, anc ol 


ti 


ficiency of which he hoped their Lordships 


<eainee 
+ : alias - | were fully convinced. 
tives which they imagined justified them in | ? . 


Lord Kine declared himself of a very 
sitc “opinion. He could by no means 


that any thing like adequate ana satistacl 
reasons had been adduced for further ¢ 


. r =. nrry. 
circumstatices oi the county}. 
t hit if 


Yn 


upon as avery extraordinary one—a Mee 


that encroached on private property, ©" 


— 


violated public faith, and that put the wh 
monied property of the nation at the I 
of the Bank Directors. Jt was an U 

ment of the solemn and sacred compact A 

the Bank had entered into with the P! 

when Government granted them 2 ¢ 
and could their Lordships precipitate!y 
to such a measure without such I 
having been adduced for its absolute ne ¢ 
as onght to amount almost to demonst 
and enforce the strongest convictiol 
Lordships’ minds? But where 
proofs of that necessity? 
now labour under that extraora:ne?) 
arising from a variety of difficulties 
gers which were advancec im supp© 
first adoption of the restriction : 


ri of 
On 


. 2 »3na staut 
contrary, was it not confessed to be im 4 * 


, 
* 


of the highest commercial prospenty*. 
then could be the urgent necessity | 
newal in such prosperous timcs* ©". 
be the effect of it, but the arenas 
enormous issue of pers: which fF 
rice of every article, an 
kee the state of exchange unfavour 
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raid! 


Did the count! 
inary press 


ana ve 
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must continue to 
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ns?. To: prove that such mutst be the effect 


ting from such a measure, the Noble 

. - . 
ord entered into a variety of comparative 
tements o' the course of exchange at cuifer- 
t periods between Hamburgh and London, 
d between Lisbon and London. These 
nt e CH took from,.a papcr 


rrent, which was pub- 


, . ena urhic 2 merally 
ed twice a week, and which was generally 
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} ‘ By ss ster. ‘ao . , errr). 
KeC upon in tne cit ad vyerv accurate. 
ral! oO these statentents it appeared, 


e time the restriction was first 
ed, the course of exgbamge began to 


rainst this country inM@™i®us propor- 


to the quantit 
»the lavine on-the restriction, the 
i ayiliitt Mi olii bq Uds 


notes:to more than the 


V¢ nN , 


+ 9 . , 
‘YY 3 , 
CiaqiUili ik uUcd 


or ten, e] 


y of papéF’m ‘circulation. | 


» 4 
he should leave to their Lordships’ cone 
ideration. 
The Earl of Mora wa t a loss to see 
what he ! to ( 1 tron to th tric- 
1“ ts he | ey cl on a-Torn 3) Ds, 
whic! eTe CUA G t | Pape] now on 
heir Lordships’ table, which had -been 
scarcelyv ¢ ce adverte ad to by he No S¢ re- 
tary of State Hie pertect}y concurred with 
° " . 
the Noble Lord, who oke last but one, 
that. when the Bank issued paper to an ex- 
traol din Irv amount, their note must utuaily 
bear a di co aa >) a ithe r dep ciati Ne ad 
the price of bullion must also rise jn pros 


or twelve millions; | 


| 4 pd . - all 
expectation had been raised at all. 


‘al dl 


| since that period, they issued to the 
mmount of fifteen and sixteer’ millions. Hence 
e in the price of bullion; for it was 
remarked, that in proportion as paper | 
ty, and therefore cheap, gold would 
ircey and consequently dear. The ave- 
unt of our circulating medium was 
ut ten millions: that had been found fully 
cient to answer all the purposes of the 
country.” When, therefore, an unnecessary 
adaition was made to it of one, two, or three 
ions, there was a depreciation in the value 
er in the same propertion. But it 
lot merely on accourit.of the incon- 
cies arising from the measure that he 
Ltoit: he objected to its princy 
o its being drawn into a precedent, | 
» he feared, would be the case when- 
night suit the convenience of Ministers 
Bank; and thus Parliament might be 
upon not only to confide implicitly in 
ters, but also to place the same con- | 
ce in the Directors of the Bank. In this 
‘ of view he wished their Lordships to | 
ider the. measure; for, when thus con- 
it appeared to him. to be highly 
‘ Idi ° 
-P 
SUFFOLK saidl he would trouble thei 
ps with but one observation, and that 
» respecting the encouragements which he 
ted the Noble Secretary of State would 
heid out for the improvement of agri- 
re. Unless a much Jarger tract of land 
cultivated in that manner, we should be 
'y under the necessity of sending our 
ccie Out of the country for the purchase of 
‘le a he small tracts of land that were yet 
‘iclosed, bore no prcportion to what re- 
ined uncultivated ; and, ‘unless encourage- 
‘ent was held out for further enclosures, as 


\ 
V 


vy 
, 


} 


o 


‘Ma 


7. } bd . . 
“T Population daily increased, so would our’ 


ees, a supply of grain: and as France 
oud now be the nearest and the cheapest 
narket, it would naturally be resorted to in 
“rence to any other. What immense 
ns Of gur money must, therefore, find their 
¥ into France! the consequences of which 


| a compact 
= 


portion. 


‘ ——" . - —. . _ j ; , a . . 
paper ana ifs rice WOUIdG @iWw vs be 1h proe 


portion to the greater searcity or plenty of 
paper, or tO that against which it was ex- 
changed. ‘To the miscalecylation m the state- 
ment of the Consolidate@-lund, the Noble 
Lord again adverted;° 2Rd pers:sted in his 
opinion, that there was evident! ) error in 
it, though it might be wholly uniné¢entional. 
Indeed, he was very little inclined to dis 


4 


approve of any attempt to animate the hopes 


and uphold the spirits of the country, espe- 


: - . 7S a oa 1, , . . } . 
cially when lit conlad be aone oT i AaANnQC CT- 
tain grounds. He therefore teit backward to 
blame any overcharged colournu in the late 
statement of onr financial prospe} CY 5 but he 
felt anxions at the same tu to remind ther 
F ‘dshi that vh the lelusiol ‘ame f 
asOTCASIIDS, at when the caeiu Mi Cal Oo 
as ; : ee 

e dispelled, ‘much more pernicious effects 


ensued in the. public mind than when no 


Hie also 
attention to 
nature of the compact, in which 
was bound towards all those who 
iad intrusted their money to their integrity— 
as severe a 
responsibility, and as morality, as 
could be involved in any transaction between 
man and man. Was a compact so sacred 
lightly to be trifled with?) When on a former 
he hinted the possibility of a secret 
tween the Ban! i Government, 
or some expectations of a mutual arrangement 
accommodation, be was somewhat mis- 
understood by the Noble Secretary of State, 
vho reminded him that there was a clause’ in 
the bill, prohibiting the Bank from making 
any pecumary advance to Government beyond 
the amount of six hundred thousand pounds, 
ae one 


lla pmaiwwlld aecace _ Pr > evctt ane é¢hie a 
ic could assure the Nob'e Secretary that this 


wished to direct their 


7 , 
AsV TL UMNIIDDS 

i 
£ ] 
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the sacred 
the Bank 

‘ 

which carried with it 
Ter a wee 


i . 
high a 


occasion 


11 ' 
Coiuusion ve 


was not the kind of accommodation which 
he had in his eye. ‘The accommodation he 
had in view was, the facility which the Bank 


might afford Government for the issue of 
Exchequer bills, and which in reality have 
been issued to a most extraordinary amount. 
The Bank might be screened on one side 1 

the continuance of the restriction, and be 
tempted on the other by the superior advan, 
tage of buying up Government paper of that 
description. Indeed, when this motive for 
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the renewal of the restriction occurred to his 
mind, he discovered a quality in the trans- 
action which rendered it altogether uncon- 
genial to his mode of thinking, and he was 
sorry that Ministers had advanced no sort of 
plausible argument to do away that unfavour- 
: able impression. 


The Earl. of WEsTMORELAND contended, 
that the present question had nothing to do 
with the stability of the Bank, or the expe- 
diency of the original restriction. These 
points were long since satisfactorily settled ; 
and he had only to say, that the scie result of 
the investigation which had in the first in- 
stance taken place was, if possible, to piace 
the credit of the Bank in a still more unex- 
ceptionable point of view than it had pre- 
viously been contemplated. 
tion now was, with regard to the expediency 
of removing, at the present moment, a re- 


striction, the beneficial effects of which have | 


been already fully experienced. .At the time 
when the restriction originally. took place, 


the expediency of the measure did not crigin- | 
& 


ate from any idea of the inadequacy of the 
Bank to answer every just demand, but was 
the result of an extraordinary and unaccount- 


able alarm, which gave rise to an unusual | 


demand. It never was the intention of the 
establishment of the Bank that there never 
should be an issue of paper greater than, at a 
moment’s notice, could be covered by an issue 
of cash. This, indeed, would be completely 
contrary to the very nature of such an esta- 
blishment. It was only necessary that the funds 
of the Bank should bear a full proportion to 
the demands for which they might ultimately 
become responsible. “That the resources of 
the Bank were completely adequate to every 
deinand was questioned by no one, and there- 
fore the question of continuing the restriction 
was simply one of expediency. On the prin- 
ciple of. expediency, the restriction began in 
a moment when an extraordinary alarm was 
excited; and it was proper that when the 


Bank resumed its cash payments, no extras | 


ordinary demand should be created by pre- 
cipitating the measure. Delay could be pro- 
ductive of no disadvantage, while a hasty 
renewal of the restriction might involve the 
Bank in very serious inconveniencies. His 
Lordship illustrated these topics with con- 
sidcrable force, and placed the argument 
arising from the state of exchange with foreign 
countries as applicable to this question, in a 
very prominent point of view, 


Lord AucKLAnD took occasion to advert to 
an allusion made by a Noble Lord who spoke 
second in the debate (Lord King), who- had 
asserted that the proceedings of the Bank of 
Ireland were not sufficiently characterized by 

rudence. Having taken a very active part 
in the establishment of that Bank, he thought 
it his duty to animadvert on this expression, 
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The only ques- | 
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| and to state, that as it wasa subject of general 
notoriety, that the proceedings of this esta- 
| blishment were marked by the most perfect 
| regularity and propriety, Noble Lords were 
not justifiable in throwing out these loose 
assertions, without being prepared to submit 
a distinct case to their Lordships’ considera. 
tion. After touching upon this point, his 
| Lordship proceeded to argue on the question 
‘immediately before the House. He alluded 
| particularly to what he had said on a ‘ormer 
| night on the subject of the course of exchange. 
_He had then asserted, and he now repeater. lis 
opservation, that it was not on the 





- 


Scale Ol 
exchange that he rested his su:yort of the 
| continuance of the restriction. A con: dera- 


tion of much greater imporiance cetermined 
| his judgment; this consideration was derived 
'from a view of the state of the country in 
its relations with foreign powers. He would 
offer no decided opinion on the provable 
period to which the continuance of peace 
might extend.. Ministers, he doubted not, 
would omit nothins in their power to pre- 
serve a good understanding with foreign 
states, but it was impossible to determ:ne 
how far their exertions might be successful. 
| Before the expediency of discontinuing the 
restriction on thte payments of the Bank could 
be established, it was necessary to wait to 
see how far there was a prospect of the cu- 
rability of peace. Already the course of cx 
change was assuming a more favourable ef 
pearance, and the continuance of peace cours 
not fail to increase this advantageous opera- 
tion. In the view of a permanent peace, ae 
financial prospects, his Lordship. contences, 
| were of the most flattering kind, and it te 
‘agreeable to every principle of policy his 
| expediency to wait for the operation of a 
| financial prosperity before the restriction re 
| precipitately withdrawn. His Lordship Pr 
ticularly called the attention of = we 
the very large drain of cash from this ag .. 
| for the last ten years. He produced — 
tions to shew, that, during the few cet 
previous to the original restriction 1 gtte 
| this drain had not amounted to ager 
| 48 millions and, including the eeaaa eaben 
\from a variety of - circumstances, hole could 
| place during the last six years, the WO” 
not be estimated at less than 120 ena eer 
Under such circumstances, policy hee 
that the restriction should not be ialine eit) 
till the operation of our fi nancial pe y wu 
began to be more fully poe produce 
‘influence which it would necessal - tt 
in giving an advantageous turn to ; 
of the exchange, and the influx ‘ ‘ 
which it would create. _In illustrate steutt 
rere dship laid before the 

position, his Lordship € the annual 
a calculation of the amount © xpenditures 
revenue, contrasted with the en an 
The former he calculated at 4s 4, leaving 
the permanent charges at 25 ™ oo 2 wp! 
for the ordinary expenses of they 
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Can draw no conclusions from any experience 
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of nine millions. He intimated that he should | 
take an opportunity of bringing this part of | 
the subject under consideration on a future | 
day, when he hoped to be able to convince 
their Lordships that this prospect, so far from | 
being exaggerated, fell short of what there 
was reason to anticipate. Having insisted a 
great deal at large on these topics, his Lord- 
ship concluded by voting for the second read- | 
ing of the bill. 





Lord GRENVILLE said a few words, with 
particular reference to what had been advanced | 
respecting the financial state of the country. 
He declined at present entering into any dis- 
cussion on the subject, but professed his rea- 
diness to canvass it at length, when it was regu- 
larly brought under discussion. Whatever the | 
period of peace might be, and in his opiuion | 
it might be of very short duration, he trusted | 
that the revenue of the country would be 
raised to a degree fully adequate to meet the | 
expenditure; and that no speculations would 
be formed on views ot the surplus of the | 
revenue above the expenditure, which might | 
ultimately be found erroneous and delusive. 
His Lordship placed this part of the subject | 
in avery striking light; but concluded with | 
again declining any minute discussion, till the | 
subject came regularly before the House. 
The state of the finances of the country was 
one of the deepest interest; and he felt no 
ordinary degree of anxiety, that a subject so 
intimately connected with the salvation of the 
country, should be fully and fairly under- 
stood. 


Lord SHEFFIELD said, he had not heard 
any argument which, in his opinion, could | 
justify the risk of abandoning the Bank re- | 
striction at a crisis such as the present; nor | 
had he heard any well-founded suggestion 
that mischief or inconvenience could arise 
from the continuance of it at this time. He 
conceived that neither the expediency of the 
Original measure, nor the state of the finances 
of the country, were the question before their 
Lordships. The difficulty and delicacy of 

moving the restriction were foreseen at the 
time of imposing it; and as the difficulty, in 
Consequence of the present very precarious 
‘tate of Erope, is still greater than was ex- 
pected, it cannot be thought prudent to 


hazard the relinguishment of the restriction 
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just now, without some obvious necessity, or 
perhaps, till there is an influx of specie or 
bullion into this country, an event not impro- 
bable, which might enable us to remove the 
restriction with safety. Commercial inter- 
Course im general is greatly deranged: we 


— to had; for there is no analogy between 
rhe Present state of things, and that of former 
tunes. We ail regret that the necessity of 


restriction ever arose; but even admitting 
some discredit may have taker place in con- 
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sequence of the restriction, it will not be in- 
creased by the continuance of It until a more 
favourable period; but, on the contrary, the 


disgrace of the whole measure may be avoid- 
ed; at least, we have the satistaction of 
knowing that no real mischief or mconvenience 
has arisen from it. _ Notwithstanding all that 
hed been asserted, he insisted that paper 
money ‘had not been depreciated, nor has 


| coin borne a premium in this kingdom, which 


he conceived to be the true criterion by which 
we should judge of the matter; for, when 
paper money is not depreciated, we know 
there is not too great an emission of that 
kind of currency; and he was disposed to 
consider a judicious increased issue of it as 
very advantageous, inasmuch as it enabled us 
better to carry on the great commercial 
ransactions of this country ; and if the event 
has helped to prove that immense quantities 
of gold coin in circulation are not absolutely 
necessary, this measure which we now regrets 
may in some degree become serviceable, by 
preventing hereatter, unfounded apprehension 
and alarm on such a subject. Scotland has 
improved in every shape, with scarce any coin, 
and has been greatly benefited by a plentiful 
issue of paper money; and we find that great 
quantities of coin or bullion give little public 
credit to France or Spain; and consequently 
it may be inferred that coin has little to do 
with public credit: and, in truth, the ne- 
cessity of having immense quantities of gold 
and silver in an unproductive state, in those 
two countries, arose from the want of public 
credit. Holland, when she flourished most, 
depended almost entirely on her bank; and 
countries truly commercial, such as England 
and Holland, couid not have carried on their 
extensive trade by any other means. A very 
great proportion of the wealth of England 
would be in an unproductive state if it were 
necessary to have a coin currency for all its 
commercial transactions; and without a plen- 
tiful issue of paper currency, we could carry 
on but a very szuall part of our present trade. 
He said, he scarcely comprehended the sugges- 
tion, that the unfavourable exchange against this 
country took place in consequence of the Bank 
restriction. It did not take place imme- 
diately on the adoption of that measure: even 
since that time, during a certain period, there 
has been a great influx of gold, and the ex- 
change has latterly become much more fa- 


_vourable during the existence of the restric- 


tion. He observed, it was perfectly easy to 
account for the unfavourable exchange, b 

the great remittances to the continent; and, 
more especially, in return for the immense 
importation of grain, the value of which, if 
estimated according to the price at the British 
market, would amount to upwards of twenty- 
four millions in little more than two years; 
or, on an average of ten years, we have im- 
ported, of foreign corn, which we might have 
raised at home, to the vaiuve of at least four 
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millions yearly, not far short of the ordinary 
real balance of trade in our favour. As the 
importation of foreign corn diminished, the 
course of exchange became proportionably 
mofe favourable to us. 
reasonable to suppose that the immense pay- 
ments for foreign corn consumed mére than 
the balance of trade in our favour; and it 
may be observed, that the payments for a 


very extraordinary importation of corn, in| 
consequence of the scarcity of 1796, drained | 


this country so much, as to become a principal 


cause of the Restriction Act in the spring of | 
3797: so that instead of imputing the unfavour- | 


able exchange to the Restriction Act, we must 
place it to its proper account, our own neglect 
and bad policy. 
tions to prevent a general enclosure and culti- 
vation of the waste lands, and we neglect 
to remove the great discouragements to til- 
jage.. We do not give ourselves the trouble 
to examine our corn laws, which have been 
altered much for the worse within the last 
thirty years. He concluded by saying he 
awvished it were in his power to do justice to 
this important subject. Hi: object should be 
to remove prejudices arising from unfounded 
theories, and to relieve the public mind from 
apprehensions equally unfounded; and on 
this occasion, to shew that no inconvenience 
or disadvantage could possibly arise from the 
continuance of the restriction on Bank pay- 
ments for the present; but that an untimely 


.and abrupt discontinuance of it would be | 
an unnecessary experiment, and, very pos- | 


sibly, highly prejudicial to the public. 


. The question was then put, and the bill 
read a second time, 
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HOUSE OF CONMON S. 
Wednesday, Feb. 23.—( See Minutes, p.°3.3%)': 


{EsTABLISHMENT OF HiS ROYAL HIGH- 
NESS THE PRINCE OF WALES. ]—The Cuan- 
CELLOR of the ExcHEQUER moved the order 


of the day for resolving into a committee of | 


the whole House, to take into consideration 
his Maiesty’s most gracious message, recom- 
mending the present situation of his R. H. 
the Prince of Wales to the attention of the 
House... On the motion being put for the 
Speakcr’s leaving the chair, 


Colonel STANLEY rose to put one or two 
questions to Ministers, on the subject which 
was now to come under consideration. He 
expressed a desire to be informed, whether 
the imcumbrances which at present affected 


the establishment of his R. H. the Prince of | 


Wales, were to be removed by any new grant 
of the House; whether they were to be settled 
by a compromise; or whether, if any money 
was to be advanced, provision was to be made 
forits repayment? If his R. H. was to obtain 
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It therefore seemed | 


We suffer quibbling objec- | 
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assistance through the medium of a compro. 
mise, he could not help observing, that Tie 
was strong reason to believe that the greates: 
law authorities of the kingdom were divided 


| his R. H.; and there was no evidence before 
| the House that any legal decision had taken 
place. If, on the other hand, it was under- 
stood that any incumbrances on the establish 
ment of his R. H. were to: be paid off by 
the three estates, he wished an express com. 
munication on this very subject, which had 


been made to the House on the 2arst of May 
1787, to be now read, and he begged | 
| House particularly to attend to the lan: 
| which was there held respecting the 
mulation of future debts. (The messace wa 
read accordingly, and contained the passag 
the Hon. Member alluded to. It 


held out 
| an assurance that means would be taken to 
| prevent the accumulation of new debts.) After 
the message was read, the Hon. Member 
observed, that, notwithstanding all the de- 
ference he had for his R. H. and certainly no 
| one had more, he had a public duty to per- 
| form, which was of the highest importance. 
| He appeared there to watch over the interests 
| of a very large county, which would con- 
tribute a great proportion of, any additional 
burdens which might be imposed on the 
|public. He therefore wished some explana- 
tion before he gave his vote for going mtu 
| the committee. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUER |i 
| reply observed, that the Hon. Gent. had put 
a question, an answer. to which he no couol 
expected from one of his Majesty’s Minister: 
The question was, whether it was not '8 
consequence of a compromise, founded of 
the opinion given by the law officers of the 
Crown, on the subject of the claims o! 
R. H. the Prince of Wales, that the presen! 
‘gttuation of his R. H. was now recommenecy 
| tathe attention of the House? 

| this question, he had not the least sct 
| in declaring, that any compromise 0! 
| 
| 


“t 


In answei to 


nature alluded to, had no share whatcye: — 
now inducing him to submit a proposiue 
| the House,’ not for paying off the debts oF ' 


. ay 
‘ 


R. H., for an ample provision was ace") 
made for this purpose,, but with the sole lt 
of enabling him to support an establishnien! 
distinguished by that dignity and nc CI 
the attainment and preservation oF We" 
could not be contemplated but Ke ’ 
deepest interest. He begged the Hon. ‘ . = 
|to advert to what was the nature ane oo 
| were the terms of his Majesty’s most ae i. 
| message. It stated explicitly that ace gee 
|having adverted to the period Ssanatt 
| elapsed since the adoption of those z ae oer 
'which, by the wisdom of Pmbames t >cum- 
deemed expedient for discharging es ¢. al 
brances of his R. H. the Prince of Wa 0 ™ 
to the progress: which had been me 


ne 
tne 








respecting the legal validity of the claims of 
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carrying them into effect, recommends the 


e}tuation oO 


.! 


f his R. H. to their attention at the | 
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present moment, In the first part of this 
message, his Majesty did not allude in the 
most remote degree to any proceedings for 
Iiguiaation ot the debts. In the cx nclusion of 
the ress there was as little allusion to the 
. ~- subject, as his Majesty inereiy expresses 
revret at suggest ng any measure which; 
might add to the burdens of his pec pie; but 
thinks this a proper moment to recommend an | 
establishment calculated to ensure the comfort 
itv uphold the dignity of so distinguished 
branch of his royal house. This was the 
ple and precise object of the - messa 

fhose members of the House, therefore, whe 


were prepared to say that no proposition re- 


liive to the present situation of his R. H., 
which in its effects will occasion an increase 
of the public burdens, might now contend 


that the House should not entertain the mo- 


tion for going into the committee. ‘Those | 
on the other haud, who thou; ht that the 
motion was one which ought to be agreed to, 
and he trusted a great majority of the House | 
were of that opinion, would feel it their duty 
to vote for the Speaker’s leaving the chair; 


and in the committee he flattered himself that | 


he should submit a proposition of that nature 


hich would not be hable to any s 


uw 
ry 


‘rious | 


objection, and would have the effect of giving | 


} 
‘ 


validiiy to his Majesty’s mest gracious mes- 


any pledge relative 
roposition to be sub- 
he was at a loss 


Was Th ssible to give 
to the nature of the p 


mitted, and therefore 
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cerned in proposing or supporting the arrange. 
ments which were then formed, were anle 
mated by the same sentiments of attachment 


and regard, and I myselt was one of those 


who heartilv concurred in the establishment 
made tor his R : H.: but those who w ere prin- 


cipally concerned in that arrangement, tormed 
it with reluctance and with regret, Bat in 
forming it they were guided by considerations 
paramount to all feelings of personal regard 


tor his R. H., and a desire to see himin a 
situation which would have enabled lim to 
upport an establishment equal to his illus 
trious rank. Sure I am, Sir, that there is 
pot an individual who would not now rejvice, 
that the measures which Parliament, but from 


considerations of justice and a sense of Guty to 
creditors, ld then have directed to be em- 
ployed in enabling bis R. H. to maintain the 
y which he 


wou 


splendour and digmit ought to hold 
inthe community, might now be directed to 
their origiial purpose. Betore I submit the 


which I shall conclude, 1 
will be material to reter to the propositions 
of 1795, respecting his R. H.’s future esta. 
blishment; and this reference I shall endea- 
your ke, occupying as litthe of your time 
as possible. It will readily be recollected, 
that in that. year, a message was delivered 
froim lis Majesty, recommending an exten- 
sion of his R. H.’s establishment, adverting 


proposition Wilh 


to ma 


| to incurabrances, which at that time existed, 
In the present stage of the business it | 


| arrangement, 


to | 


int for the Hon. Member’s opposition to | 


the previous question. After 
was Known, if it appeared to 
ber one which ought not to be acceded to, 
he had then a very simple method before 
him, which was, by moving, th 
man do quit the chair. He 
re, that the House would nx hat 
he meant any disrespect to them or the Hon. 
Member when he thus pointed out what was 
obvious by the regular mode of proceeding. 


the proposition 
‘ - = 
tiie I Mem- 


Lasite 


t suppose t 


The motion for the Speaker’s leaving the 
es i c 
chair was then put and agreed to. The House 
accordingly resolved into a committee. 


np 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER then 
rose, and addressed the committee to the fol- 
10M ine pury ort:—The propositon which I shall 
have the honour of submitting to the com- 
mittee, I still flatter myself, is of that nature 
#5 to meet with acquiescence and approbation. 
' is impossible to doubt that there exists in 
he mind of every one present, a disposition 
to promote, as far as is consistent with their 
uty to their constituents, the comfort and 
- . dignity of his R. H, the Prince of Wales. 
wich Poe to doubt that every individual 
in res - bli. a suitable degree of splendour 
the Ress lichment of the Heir Apparent to 

throne, Those who in i795 were con- 


Tr 


it the Chair- } 
trusted, there- | 


| a year did not 


and stating the necessity of making some new 
| without, 
any particuiar system. 
(Mr. Pitt), w! 


- b J 
’ 
1 Sty § 


however, disclosing 
My Rt. Hon. Friend 
10 then pres: led over his Ma- 

on occasion brought 


councils, that 


forward a proposition, embracing the future 
establishment of his R. H. and comprehending 
1 . 


he arrangements which his marriage had 
rendered necessary. In the year 1740, he 
stated, that the settled establishment of the 
Heir Apparent was one hundred thousand 
pounds, exclusive of the revenues of the 
dutehy of Cornwall. Considering the very 
material changes which had taken place in 
every article ot expenditure, an establishment 
of a hundred and twenty-five thousand pounds 

appear to him to be at all 
too great. This addition, indeed, many per- 
sons then thought excessive. One or two in- 
dividuals indeed spoke of a smaller sum, and 
did not appear satistied with the establishment 


enjoyed by the Heirs Apparent from the year 


| 
} 


| 
| 
| 
} 
j 


| the subsequent 


1740 up to that period. The proposition 
was, however, carried by a very large ma- 
jority. After this previous point was settled, 
part of the’ message came 
under consideration ; and pn this a far greater 
diversity of opinion prevailed. Some Gen. 
tlemen thought that no proposition for the 
payment of his R. H.’s debts should be enter. 
tained. Others contended, that other sources 
for effecting the payment ought to be resorted 
to; but the great object which my Rt. Hon, 
Friend had in view, was, to support the dig. 
nity, but at all events to maintain the credit 





Ss cf, 2 cs 


* 


Oe 


ee ee wa tae 


G. 


et et 


~~ wee Se! 


on 


" 2 a 
= - es 
a re : fos i yes - 
a . ” et Se ty "i 3 ’ a oe 
, ee pk ened Mnoaellik — Bn a gage yy ~ : - ~_ 2 Ry 
suanene - . “ satay —— - 
©@ 6 M% a > 4 : 





1295] 


of the Heir Apparent. He therefore .pro- | thousand five hundred: for the 


posed, that sixty thousard pounds, togetirer: 
with the revenues of thesduichy of Cornwall, 


proposition wa§ made; but a general wish 


shorter pericd. While the discussion was still 
undecided, while there continued the greatest 
contest of conflicting opinions, the House 
were released from the embarrassments in 
which they were placed, by a gracious com- 
munication from his R. H. expressive of his 
readiness to accede to any arrangement which 
the House might form for the better regu- 
Jation of his establishment, and expressive of 
his anxious desire to have ample provision for 
discharging his incumbrances. (The message 
was here read on the motion of the Rt. Hon. 
Gent.) On receiving this communication, 
which so materially relieved the difficulties 
under which they laboured, the House imme- 
diately proceeded to give instructions to the 
committee appointed to prepare the bills, for 
making suitable provision to carry into effect 
. she ;plan for the liquidation of his R. H.’s 
Mekts. 









It was the almost general opinion of 
thé: Mouse, that the establishment of the P. 
ef W, was by, much tvo scanty; but the 


grea bjégt in ‘view in the first instance, was 


ties 


Mastagion of justice. It was to accom- 
plis if Pas 9 pect Solely, that the resumption 
of the: sp gadour and dignity suitable to his 


Ri fy’s*tigttnguished station, was for a time 
siispendéd; and that commissioners were ap- 
pointed to the management of his affairs. 
Now, I shall ask those who have witnessed 
the effects of the operation of this bill, who 
have duly considered the situation to which 


its provisions have for eight years subjected. 


his R.H. whether they can possibly have 
made up their minds to his continuing for four 
years longer subject to a degree of obscurity 
and-retirement so little suitable to the feelings 
and the habits of the heir of a great empire? 
It will be necessary that I should shortly state 
the amount of the debt of his R. H. at the 
time the commissioners were appointed, that 
I should specify the sums which they have 
received, and that | should inform the House 
of the progress they have made in the ex- 
tinction of the debt. At the time of the ap- 
pointment of the commissioners, the debt was 
six hundred and twenty thousand pounds, 
exclusive of the interest, which had then 
accumulated, and the interest which might 
afterwards accumulate in the progress of the 
reduction. From the roth of October 1794, 
up to the sth of January in the present year, 
the sum received from the Exchequer has 
been four hundred and ninety-five thousand 
pounds, and in the same period ninety-seven 
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the dutchy of Cornwall; 
Juundred and ninety-two ° thousand. 
Should be appropriated ‘ag a fund for the |: When I state this, I beg thy committe 
€Xtinction of the debt, withthe interest which | to bear in mind that this ig*a‘sumi not 
“had accumulated or might accumulate, in the | ; : 3 = 
“progress of the plan of extinction, The effect | out of revenues managed: by the wisdom cf 
of this proposition was, that in twelve ‘years | 
the debt should be extinguished. No direct | 
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rh revenues of 
making ‘in all five 
pounds, 
€ always 
‘ ; received 
by- hig. R. H.. from the guiblicy but arising 
the commissioners. Now; on the other hand, 
let me direct the attention of. the commi 


ttee 


| to the progress which has been made in the 
was expressed, that, if possible, arrangements | extinction of the debt. 
might be made to effect the payment in a | 


Of sums actually 
paid, and of debentures which have been 
issued, and are now in the hands of the cre- 
ditors, the amount is about seven hundred 
and ninety-nine thousand six hundred and 
fifty pounds. (‘The Rt. Hon. Member made 
some minute calculations, through which we 
do not consider it necessary to follow him.) 
The sums now to be received out of the 
Exchequer, and the revenues of the dutchy of 
Cornwall, which will be left free on the sth 


| of April next, amount to two hundred and 


thirteen thousand two hundred and fifty 
pounds. Now this being the general state- 
ment of the situation of his R. H.’s affairs, 


| every member in the committee will be able 


to form an idea of the grounds of his Majesty's 
most gracious message. His Majesty being 
apprized of the progress actually made in th: 
payment of the debt of his R. H.. and being 
satisfied that provision has been made ior !ts 
ultimate extinction within the period pre- 
scribed, has judged his R. H.’s situation no 
unimportant subject of your attention: anc 
certain I am, that the more the subject }s 
considered, the more will the expediency 
of giving it the most serious attention 
be apparent. Let Gentlemen recollect, that 
no less than eight years have been passed }j 
his R. H. ina state of comparative hum!ie- 
tion, or at least in a state where he was nee 
cessarily secluded from many of the scenes 
and pursuits in which he felt the most powe 
ful interest to engage. Let them reflect how 
great a sacrifice he has endured, even gua 
an attempt to murmur at the arrangemen” 
which imperious necessity required. In ; 195 
the arrangements formed were — 
wisdom, and their beneficial effects have ‘ 
fully experienced. ‘They arose, ee. 
a very considerable degree, from the jon 
stances in which the country was then wet 
A vote in favour of those arrangemen' at 
not bind those who gave it, that no nara 
tion should be sanctioned till . W ie 
twelve years were expired. No — ah _ 
a pledge at that period for the vote igre 
give on the ‘proposition which I a it 
to submit to the committee. ages aan of 
of this proposition is, that from Te > H. 
blishment of his 

January 1803, the establishme hat it sto” 
shall stand on the same footing a hal ibe 
in 4795 3 or, in other words, that a sounds 
a hundred and twenty-five thousa se gutchy 
a year, exclusive of the revenue 


s of the eee 
of Cornwall. I do not wish for any ¢ 

















, 


i= 


in the wise arrangements for the liquidation 
of the debts which were then formed. I wish 
for all the arrangements to suffer no inter- 
ruption. I am desirous ol the continuance 
of the same checks on any Improper appro- 
priation of the sums received for tiis purpose. 
‘The nature of my proposition is simply to 
move—That it is the opinion of this com- 
mittee, that his Majesiy be empowered to 
issue, annually, to his R. H. the Prince of 
Wales, a certain sum or certain sums , not 
exceeding sixty thousand pounds, computing 
from the sth day of Jan. 1803, to the 8th 
day of July 1806. Now, when it is con- 
idered that upwards of eighty years ago a 
hundred thousand pounds was assigned for 
the establishment of the Heir Apparent ; when 
it is known that sixty years ago the Heir 
Apparent by the munificence and wisdom of 
Parliament—for, I say that in-this they dis- 
covered at once their munificence and their 
wisdom—enjoyed a clear revenue of a hundred 
thousand pounds, independent of the revenues 
of Cornwall, and with no family establish- 
ment to support; when it is recollected that 
in 1795, a hundred and thirty-eight thousand 
pounds was not reckoned more than adequate 
to the suitable support of the splendour and 
dignity of the present Heir Apparent; when, 
I say, all the circumstances are taken into 
consideration, let me ask of the candour of 
every one who now hears me, whether he 
does not consider the proposition which I 
have submitted to the committee, moderate to 
i degree; that if it suggested any objection, 
would only give rise to an objection that it 
was not adequate to the end in view? It 
will not, I believe, be denied by any one, 
that within the last eight years .there has 
been an extraordinary change in the value of 
honey, and the means of decent subsistence. 
It is needless for me to enlarge on the im- 
portance of preserving in the situation of 
mdividuals holding a prominent place in the 
community, that degree of dignity which 
commands respect without being inconsistent 
with the principles of well-regulated economy. 
in the establishment of the Royal Family, 
this system ought to be particularly observed, 
uid, perhaps at the present moment, taking 
an extensive view of the subject, it will be 
‘ound that this establishment is, in proportion 
to their necessary expenditure, aydthmetically 
small, When I contend for an ample esta- 
oishment for the Heir Apparent,Ido it on 
‘he general principles I have now avowed. 
The idea of compromise alluded to by an 
Hon. Gent. who objected to our going into 
“ie Committee, I cannot too explicitly dis- 
claim. 1 wish to say explicitly and unre- 
servedly, that, if I had never heard a single 
thet ait peutine ie right, or of the opinion 
ever seas € nee e given on it from w ot 
in v ter that opinion may come, I wou 

¢ felt it my duty to support a proposition 


of the nature n ; Pra 
Pe Ow ® ittee. 
Vou. IT. ubmitted to the comm 
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/It is on public grounds that I have brought it 


forward, and on the same ground it would 











have received my support if it had fallen to 
the lot of any other to have introduced it. 


his R. H.’s establishment, I wish the idea I 
attach to this to be understood in a manner 
considerably different from those which, are 
vulgarly entertained. The splendour of which 
I speak is not so much the exhibition of exter- 
nal show, as the possession of the means of 
commanding influence and ensurjng respect. 
I wish him to have the means of acting as a 
munificent patron of improvement, a pro- 
tector of literary merit, an encourager of 
those plans of national amelioration, in which 
the present, above all former ages, is pro- 
ductive. I wish him to be in a situation to 
receive those attentions which all are eager to 
pay him, in a style agreeable to the loftiness 
of his sentiments and the refinement of his 
feelings. I am anxious to see him forming 
with the nobility and gentry of the kingdom 
that connexion which ought to exist between 
the Heir Apparent and the most distinguished 
of those who will hereafter form the most il- 
lustrious branch of his subjects. On these 
grounds I conclude with submitting to the 
committee the proposition which I have 
thought it my duty at some length to explain, 

Before the motion was put, some conver- 
sation took place across the table betwixt Mr. 


Fox and the Rt. Hon. Gent. respecting the . 


revenues of Cornwall, as forming a branch of 
revenue beyond the sixty thousand pounds to 
be now voted. It was stated distinctly that 
they were to form a part of the revenue of his 
R. H. in addition to this sum, 


Mr. HARRISON wished to know what was 
the amount of the debts of his R. H. not hi- 
therto discharged ? 

The Rt. Hon. Gent. in reply,. stated it to be 
somewhat more than two hundred and twenty- 
five thousand pounds, 


The Soricitor GENERAL rose to say a 
few words on a subject of such importance 
and interest to every one animated with the 
principles of loyalty and love to his country. 
The Rt. Hon. Gent. said, that he had not now 
the honour to be in the service of his R. H. 
the Prince of Wales, yet he enjoyed an ho- 
nour which he trusted he should never forfeit, 
and that was the honour of still retaining his 
R. H.’s confidence. It became his duty, there- 
fore, on the present occasion, to explain to 
the committee the sentiments of his R. H. 
both witlt respect to the most gracious mes 
sage of his Majesty, and the motion just now 
founded on it by. his Rt. Hon. Friend. He 
had it therefore in command from bis R. H. 
to declare his earnest desire to testify in the 
strongest terms the warmth of his gratitude to 
the Sovereign for the interest which his Mas 
jesty had at all times — in his. welfare—an 


While I speak of supporting the splendour of ' 
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~adoption of it by the House would not be 


_ wojdable circumstances which produced his 
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interest most powerfully marked in the mes- 
sage which was now under the consideration 
of the committee. As to the motion, he had 
heen instructed by his R. H. to say, that he 
entertained a sanguine hope, not unmixed, 


however, with a considerable portion of anx- 


jety, that it would meet with the approbation 
of the House. He himself had, on more than 
one occasion, been empowered to declare to 
the House the respect, the duty, and the gra- 
'titude of his R. H. for the kindness of his 
Royal parent, and his readiness to renounce 
every claim, however well founded he might 
reckon it, rather than engage in any contest 
which might be construed into a viola- 
tion of filial duty and-affection. The House, 
therefore, would be able to form some idea 
how grateful their approbation of the motion 


would be to his feelings, as it would enable | 


him to forward the course of fair justice and 
legal right, of which not the smallest reasen- 
able doubt could be entertained. ‘Though, 
however, there was no doubt of the legal 
claims of his R. H. still the agitation of the 
‘question might have led to the most unplea- 
sant consequences, and involved in it effects 
earnestly to be deprecated. ‘These conse- 
quences the message, and the motion founded 
on it, happily counteracted. The harmony 
which had hitherto subsisted betwixt the So- 
vereign and his eldest son had been preserved 
ynioterrupted; and he sincerely prayed that 
the same harmony might prevail to the last 
‘period of life. As to the grounds on which 
~ the proposition now before the committee was 
brought forward, he thought it but fair, in 
justice to his Rt. Hon. Friend, to declare 
that they were wholly of a public nature. 
Betwixt his R. H. and the Rt. Hon. Gent. 
there was no compromise of ‘any description. 
When this proposition, as unexpected as it 
wes unsolicited, was communicated to his R. 
J. no terms were imposed to prepare the way 
for its reception. When he stated, that the 


succeeded by any further prosecution of his 
R.H.’s claims, he: mentioned it as.a sponta- 
neous act on the part of his R.H. He con- 
cluded with a few very pointed observations 
on’the decided opinion he had formed of the 
justive of the Prince’s claims, the almost una- 


embarrassmenis, and the strong claims which 
he now had to be delivered from that obscurity 
he retired to, and’to which he for so many 
years had so honourably conformed. 


Sir Rateu Mryipanre, in a short speech, 
which we could but very imperfectly collect, 
expressed ‘his cordial approbation of the mo- 
tion. The establishment now proposed to be 
assigned to his R, H. appeared to the Hon. 
Bart. rather liable to objection on the score of 
its inadequacy, than on the ground of its be- 
ing more ample than the splendour and dig- 
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Mr. Harrison was a decided friend to any 
proposition which had for its object to fren 
his R. H. from that state of comparative hu- 
miliation to which he had been g0 long a yo. 
luntary victim. He objected, however, to the 


produced. He had taken occasion to ask 
question as to the amount of the unredeemed 


| debts of his R. H.; and his object in doing so 





| was to ascertain how far the just claims of 


his R. H. on the dutchy of Cornwall were ade. 
| quate to their extinction. He did not wish 
| that an idea should go abroad that his R. H. 
| Was coming forward with a new claim on the 
public, when the fact was, that the public 
| was at this moment his debtor to a very con- 
| siderable amount. His R. H. was not fairly 
dealt by, when what was a matter of right 
was construed into a grant originating in fa- 
vour. From regard and goed will to his R. H. 
he thought it no more than strict justice that 
this should be fully understood by the public; 
and that he should not be exposed to that pre- 
judice which was inseparable from a supposed 
application for assistance, the result of which 
would be to increase the public burdens. The 
Hon. Member threw out some hints about the 
mode of procedure which he thought ought 
to be adopted, but made no specific motion. 
He was for the motion generally, but con- 
tended that the sixty thousand pounds to be 
assigned to his R. H. should be described asa 
part of the arrears due to him as Duke ot 
Cornwall, and not a sum paid out of the con- 
solidated fund of the country. 


Lord CASTLEREAGH, in a short speech, 
supported the motion, going over the same 
grounds as those on which former speakers 
had insisted. 


Mr. Harrison spoke in explanation. 


Mr. SHERIDAN admitted, that the propos 
tion was equally satisfactory to the dignity 
his R. H. the Prince of Wales, as it was con 
sistent with the views of national economy. 
In the discussion of the question | there 
were, however, two points, which did not 
seem to him to have received the consideratic’ 
which they merited. He did not think that . 
had been admitted in a manner sufficiently 
explicit, ‘that the Prince of Wales, 5° ol 
from being ‘indebted in this instance hs “ 
‘public, had-made a generous, open, ané ™ 2 
nanimous renunciation of a just ae of 
sincerely loved the ease and the comro bis 
his R. H. but he loved his character 4° 
honour more. He was a friend to the propo 
sition as it really stood, not as 2 ane he 
vour, but a matter of bare justice q RH. 
was not at all ready to say, that tf Oe an 
had come a third time to See an a 
application to :discharge his mcum aoe 
he should easily have given his amitting 
nance to such an application, In @ 








nity of the Heir Apparent required, 


[1300 


mode in which the present proposition was - 
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such an application, he would have shewn | had now come on for trial, it was impossible 
none of the promptness of compliance which to say how long it might have remained in that 


he now thought it his duty to display. But 


‘glorious uncertainty of the law, which some 


what was now the real situation in which his | persons might consider as its defect, but which 
R. H. was placed? On a former session he had those better acquainted with the subject knew 
come with an application, not for new aids to | constituted its greatest glory. On the second 


discharge new incumbrances, but with a state- 
ment that certain arrears were due to him by 
the public, and that he was anxious that these | 
arrears should be applied to the liquidation of | 


debts of considerable standing. The House 
had entered on a mass of legal and general 
arguments, and the result of those arguments 


had been, that the subject could not be dis- | 


cussed by Parliament till it was ascertained 
whether there was not another tribunal to 
which his R. H. might apply for redress. In 
the interval an application is made to another 
tribunal: it is discovered that the Lord Chan- 
cellor is not the fit person to present a peti- 
tion of right to the Sovereign, but that it is 
the office of one of the Secretaries of State. 
The petition of right is accordingly presented, 
and is about to be put into the proper train of 
decision. At this crisis Ministers step in with 
this offer, on which his R. H. honourably and 
magnanimously consents to suspend procedure 
till the result of the offer is known in Parlia- 
ment. The Rt. Hon. Gent. however, would 
not hear of a compromise, as the Prince was 
still at full liberty to prosecute his claims. 
For his part, he professed to acquiesce in the 
proposition, because it was not a third appli- 


cation to be relieved from embarrassments, 


but a fair and honourable compromise of 
claims on the public. Gentlemen on the other 
side seemed to startle at this expression ; they 
appeared alarmed at the idea of compromise, 
but he could not but rejoice that such an ar- 
rangement had taken place. Much inconve- 
nience must have resulted from the legal pro- 
sccution of his R. H.’s claims. If a decision 
had been given against him, it would have 
been contended that these claims had all along 
been urged, merely with a view of more easily 
prevailing on Parliament to grant assistance in 
relieving him from embarrassment. If, on 
the other hand, the judgment had been in his 
favour, nothing would have been heard but 
endless declamations on the injustice of so 
long withholding what he had a right to’ de- 
mand on every principle of justice. These 
were circumstances to be deprecated, and he 
was happy that by a compromise they had 
been avoided. Though he had no doubt 
of the justice of his R. H.’s claims—against 
Which, indeed, he had never heard of any 
thing in the shape of argument—yet he 
could not assert that his right was clear 
and undisputed. Law was not a subject on 
Which it was justifiable to speak sanguinely. 
The House had not forgotten, that for six 
Years a petition of his R. H. had lain in the 
Sead = a former pry aap before he pani 

. “ny opinion of the expediency of pre- 
senting it to the Sovereign; and if the cuaee: 





| point to which hg had adverted at the begin- 
ning of his speech, the Hon. Member made 


but a few observations. When the House 
were told, that in consequence of this addition 
to the present establishment of his R. H. it 
was expected that he should restme that splen. 
dour which he had been compelled to lay aside, 
it was proper that they should know how far 
this expectation was likely to be realized, 
Were Ministers prepared to say, that there 
were no arrears in the establishment of his 
R. H. which the Commissioners « ere not au- 
thorized to discharge? ‘The Hon. Gent. parti- 
cularly alluded to the ten per cent. discount, 
terms which some creditors had refused in pay- 
ment of their bills. He expatiated on the 
anxiety of his R. H. to act towards all his 
creditors with the most perfect honour; and 
trusted that he would never be compelled to 
compound their demands, instead of giving 
them full and fair payment. After dwelling 
at some length on these points, he concluded 
by repeating his approbation of the propos 
sition which had been submitted to the com- 
mittee, 


The CHanceLtor of the ExcHrQuer 
spoke in explanation: he was in more than 
one instance misunderstood by the Hon. 
Gent. who spoke last. It was his wish to 
be understood, that his arrangement had in 
view the same object which was in the contem- 
plation of his Rt. Hon. Friend (Mr, Pirt), 
when this subject was brought forward in 
1795. At that time hisRt. Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Pitt) proposed a grant of 620,000/, as a sum 
fully sufficient to guard against any possible 
outstanding claim against his R.H. When 
the Commissioners were appointed to take 
cognizance of these claims, they were allowed 
in addition to the amount of 650,000/. to ena- 
ble them to discharge every debt that could 
be claimed against his R. H. the fairness and 
validity of which could entitle them to be li- 
guidated; and those debts have in conse- 
quence been fully satisfied. When it appeared 
that the aggregate of the debts exceeded the 
sum of 620,000/, the Commissioners inquired 
into their validity, and carefully distinguished 
what was fair from what was fraudulent. The 
result they submitted to Parliament. Upon 
the whole, indeed, it appeared that the debts 
which were regarded as fraudulent did not 
amount to any thing considerable: yer there 
remained an excess, the cause of which he 
was not very willing, or perhaps unable, to 
explain. The demand of the creditors might 


rise, and did rise in effect, of acconnt of the 
uncertainty and remoteness of the period at 
which they were to be paid. But no reproach 
could thetefore be pees te the Commis. 
Ua . 
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sioners ; they availed themselves of every cir- 
cumstance of which they could fairly take ad- 
vantage; they proposed in payment to the 
creditors debentures of 1oo/. with an interest 
of 3 per cent. or debentures of go/. with an 
interest of 5 per cent. They had their option 


which to choose, and they preferred the de- 


bentures of go/. bearing an interest of 5 per 
cent. The reason of this preference he con- 
ceived to be the expectation the creditors 
entertained of the speedy return of peace, 
upon which event they hoped the debentures 
would sell ata premium. The Hon. Gent. 
next observed, that even under the circum- 
stances held out by the present proposition, it 
would be impossible for his R. H. to resume 
his household with that dignity and splendour 
which were suitable to his rank. This he was 
not prepared to deny ; but whatever delay in- 
tervened before his R. H. resumed his house- 
hold, might arise from causes which would 
give his R. H. fresh claims upon the House, 
and should not be considered as the effect of 
the resolution now. proposed. On the con- 
trary, that proposition would accelerate the 
period of his resuming his household by three 
years and a half, while at the same time it 
would essentially contribute to increase his 
ease and comfort. 
public would no doubt learn with satisfaction. 
But the Hom Gent. next insinuates, that the 
present measure is intended as a compromise 
for the right of the Prince to the revenues of 
the dutchy of Cornwall. He disclaimed all 
idea of such compromise—he felt anxious, 
indeed, to prevent any further proceeding on 
the question of a petition of right. There 
were many of his friends around him who 
were well acquainted with that anxiety, and 
who were also well aware, that even if that 
question had never been agitated, yet it was 
his intention to have recommended the propo- 
sition on public grounds. It is also supposed 
by the Elon, Gent. that a difference of opi- 
nion has taken place between him and his 
Learned Friend respecting the right of his R. 
H. to claim the full amount of his arrears: 
he did not conceive that his Learned Friend 
(Mr. Sutton) had ever asserted that his R. H. 
had any claim to the full amount. ‘The asser- 
tion was, that When of age he had a right to 
call for an account: on this point there was 
no difference of opinion. But if the full right 
had been admitted on the petition, how and 
where could judgment be executed? Where 
was to be found the royal property on which 
that judgment could lay hold? The question 
then was, not between the Prince and his Ma. 
jesty, but between the public and his R. H. 
it was therefore referred to the consideration 
of Parliament: for if the Prince was sttpposed 
to possess funds of his own, Par'iament could 
not be expected to furnish the means of pay - 
‘ing his debts. He hoped, therefore, that no 
one would loox to any residue that might re- 
main of the arrears of the dutchy. Indeed 
a ee 4 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.—[Fesrvany 23.} 


This the House and the | 


[1304 


his R. H. himself, when the question respect. 
ing his Maijesty’s civil list was laid before the 
House, expressed his reluctance, through his 
Learned Friend (Mr. Sutton), to set up any 
such claim. The Hon. Gent. adverted to 
other claims against his R. H. which had not 
been attended to by the Commissioners, This 
he could venture to say, that there was no 
claim which, upon due examination, had been 
found to be valid, which had not been satis- 
fied by the Commissioners. Indeed, no claim 
could be brought against his R. H. since the 
arrangement of i795, for no debt could, be 
incurred since that period, without a violation 
of the act. 


Mr. SHERIDAN, in explanation, said, that 
he meant no reflection upon the Commission- 
ers: all he contended was, that no reason had 
been adduced to shew why the mode in which 
the debts had been paid did not argue acom- 
pulsory deduction of their amount. The de. 
bentures had been at a discount of 15 and 20 
per cent. and the honour and feeling of his 
R. H. must be wounded at seeing his creditors 
suffer so material a loss. Indeed, with such 
feelings it was impossible he should be at his 
ease until that loss was made good. Notwith- 
standing the anxiety expressed by all sides of 
the House to see his R. H. resume a suitabse 
establishment as speedily as possible, yet he 
must necessarily give up another year before 
he could answer the demands that sull stood 
against him. Was this the return which he 
hada right to expect after the magnanimous 
sacrifices he has made to the public? And was 
he to be prevented from returning to that i 
tuation of splendour in which the House ” 
the publje were anxious to see him placed, 
merely because some debts remained unpaid, 
which if known must do the greatest honour 
to the principles and feelings of his R. H. 








The CHANCELLOR of the FxcHEQut® 
further explained, and said, that he was read) 
to believe that it was highly honourable to e 
R. H. to delay resuming his household, untl 
every claim which he conceived to “ye 
against him had been fully satisfied. | gens 
contended for was, that if this delay Nich 

lace, it was on account of debts with . e 
1€ was not acquainted ; for he ae” ic 
debt that had not been satisfied by the Sees 
missioners, As to any loss that might a 
been incurred by a discount on the debentures 
it was only that loss which atrehide? gaa 
ciation of the public ‘funds, They salely 
have sunk with the funds, but this oe wid 
imputable to the management of thos 
held them. 


. hot 

Mr. Fox would trouble the re ics. 

with a few observations on the oe i995 

sion. The part he took in the r tells. 

when the establishment of his R. F- he 
der the consideration of the House, 
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membered well, for nothing was more repug- | of money; or if this reference was made ir 
nant to his feelings than what he then assented | the case of the one, sO also was it fair to make 
to. But what was the question now? His| the same reference im the case of the other. 
R. H. had submitted to a severe retrenchment | The proposition now was to restore the Prince 
of hisestablishment for eight years (a severity | to what he before enjoyed, viz. the sum of 
of retrenchment, indeed, which was rarely | 25,000L; but, after this resolution is agreed 
exercised in private life); and now it was|to, when is his R. H. to resume the stvle and 
asked, whether it was fit to relieve him | magnificence which his rank requires him to 
trom that retrenchment for the four years to | maintain? His R.H. says it is not in his power 
come? And how was that to be done? The | to resume them immediately; with the mo- 
claims of his R. H. to the arrears due from | tives that induce him to defer it the Rt. Hon. 
the dutchy of Cornwall, did not seem to be | Gent. professes to be acquainted, but he does 
expressly admitted by the Rt. Hon. Gent. | not choose to explain them. Among these 
(Mr. Addington), yet that Rt. Hon. Gent. | motives may be the payment of foreign debts 
did seem to admit that his R. H. was entitled | and other claims—claims which honour and 
to call for an account of those arrears. If | principle acknowledge to be valid: but these, 
then the Prince had a claim to call for that | it seems, are not to be considered in the light 
account, and that it appeared to be an account | of gtrict claims; his R. H. however, may 
of a large sum, surely Parliament should in- |¢hink and feel otherwise. ‘Neither, it ap- 
stitute an inquiry how that sum had been ap- | pears, should he feel for those who lost ten 
propriated, or why it should not be employed | per cent. on the debentures; their loss was 
towards the liquidation of his R. H.'s debt? | imputable to their own mismanagement ; for 
But the Rt. Hon, Gent. says, Of what avail | the Commissioners did not take off ten per 
would it be to institute such an inquiry? for | cent, of their value; for they gave the credi- 
even should the claims of his R.H. be sub- | tors the option of debentures of roof. bearing 

an interest of 3/. per cent. or debentures 


? 





stantiated, where was the royal property upon | 
which to execute judgment? This again was a | o¢ go/. bearing an interest of 5/. per cent. 
stay et : The Rt. Hon. Gent. says these debentures 
for his part, he never could reflect upon the 
subject, wii Ee or ‘prise anc -oret . : ° 
Ject, without feeling sae wnt ind NeerSS a 'that ‘was on account of the state of public 
i : affairs, and there was a great probability that 
the Royal Family were placed in this respect : I : 
mf oy ‘ / ”. -/ laine ere the ‘Ce . . r1* 
(4 cry of Hear! hear! )—and here mium—that might very well be. ‘There was 
tes: ; : ,, \2 wide difference between a guinea and a de- 
ducted himself towards his Majesty should . Bt 
not be forgotten or pass unnoticed. But it ; . 
vy . Z at the particular time that is to be considered 
as its true value. The creditors, it may be 
not to be considered in the light of a compro- evietha ; me } 
mise. The Rt. Hon. Gent. only says, that 
y ys but the terms held out to them were such as 
- } ‘ : 4 i . 

; f. luce ake gol. debe , 
because the pursuing of them would place to induce them to take go/. debentures, and 
‘ : . 3 . e a 2790 4 srenare +) OF ’ e 
with resnect to his Majesty, but also with > sata Rr was not prepared ta there: all 
revard to the public. How ‘this should be it those who lost ten per cent, in the debentures 
ee. . e ° dy mame roc » hhect jundee 7 > . > 
Claims, it seems his R. H.is to be placed on Parliament, wee the AN ital of the matter, 
the same footing in which he stood previous But the Rt. Hlon, Gent. says his R. H. can 
men nught think, indeed, that 125,000/. was , 1795: The debts alluded to might not be 
that of his R. H. He must beg leave to be of might look upon them as-fair claims. There 
look to the different value of money at dif- fittest person to judge. Under whatsoever 
ferent times, when the revenue of the Crown | aspect these claims might be viewed, they 
mig ht be proper to make in the civil list, and | prevent him from immediately resuming his 
nes itappled to the affairs of his R. H. the and economy it surely might now be left to 
rince of Wales. Indeed, it seemed to be | distinguish what were his legal, what his pro- 
regarded him, to whose situation, however, it | it might be convenient to him to appear again 
Was most peculiarly applicable. He, for one, | in that state with which, from his rank and 
reg: to the Prince and to his Majesty for} should not be condemned to do at forty what 

th Panda iy . , - , 
i¢ demands of the civil list; and that it| he had done at the age of twenty—to enter 


subject for parliamentary inquiry. Indeed, 

|' may have been at a discount at the time; but 
the destitute and contemptible state in which | 

_after a time they would have borne a pre- 
spectful manner in which his R. H. had con- | 

benture; and it is the value of any thing 
seems that the measure proposed this day was 

true, were not forced to deduct ten per cent.; 
heis glad his R. H. consents to wave his claims, 
7 . at eve hile the debentures were at a dis- 
fis R.H. not only in an awkward situation that even while the debentures were at a dis 
was Not easy to discover. But in lieu of his had claims upon his R.H.;3; but he, and no 
to the ar C ~ ont] have contracted no legal claims since the ye 
fo the arrangement of 1795. Some Gentle- © ohn on Sn wars Ste TORS 
 Warge income, even in such a Situation as what are called strictly legal,. but honour 
‘ contrary opinion. The House should not again his R. H. and not the House, was the 
Was considered, and the increase which it ; Must be such in the mind of his R. H. as to 
tose sight altogether of the same consideration | wonted establishment. To his own prudence 
aaverted to on all occasions, unless when it | misable debts, and to judge of the time when 
Was Of opinion that a fixed sum should be | situation, he is expected to be attended. He 
s} , : : . . or 
Should not be examined and reviewed every upon an establishment to which his income 


Vv . “ “4 , . . ; . ry 4 . > 
7°at; with a reference to the different value | was inadequate. The wisdom and liberality 
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ef Parliament should guard him against such 
difficulties; from what they have lately wit- 
nessed, they should be induced to forget the 
past. It was evident that his R. H. had of 
hate redeemed his character by the most pru- 
dential regard to pecuniary affairs, and by a 
system of economy which it is scarcely natu- 
ral to expect in such a situation. What before 
was reluctantly, might now be joyfully, per- 
formed, and the House should no longer he- 
sitate in hastening the moment when his R. H. 
might be restored to that state of splendour 
and magnificence, of which the circumstances 
of his birth and expectations should never be 
disrobed. 


Mr. Funver was of opinion that it was 
degrading his R. H. into the abject condition 
of a bankrupt, to permit his creditors to sus- 
tain a loss on their claims of zo per cent. 


Mr. Bankes contended, that the question 
that had been stirred on the present occasion 
should not be agitated without bringing it to 
some final decision. An attention to the 
claims of his R. H. by some was regarded as 
a matter of favour, by others as a matter of 
right. The House, indeed, did not know 
whether the claim had been preferred or not, 
and it might be wise in them not to come to 
a decision upon a matter on which they were 
not competent to decide; at least such a 
question was not now before them, and it 
would not be fair to debar his R. H. from a 
petition of right by the present motion, if he 
possessed such a right—neither would it be 
fair in his R. H. to make any such compro- 
mise in his claim. In this view he disliked the 
tendency of the resolution, and felt inclined 
to vote against it. 


The question was now loudly called for, 
and the resolution was put and agreed to with- 
out a division. 


ree 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, February 25.—(See Minutes, p. 340.) 


[EsTABLISHMENT OF THE PRINCE OF 
WALES. ]—Lord PeLHam called the atten- 
tion of their Lordships to the consideration 
of his Majesty’s most gracious message relative 
to the establishment of his R. H. the Prince 
of Wales. ‘.After a very few prefatory obser- 
vations, his Lordship concluding by moving 
an address to his Majesty, the purport of 
which was to assure his Majesty that their 
Lordships would most heartily concur in any 
measures, the object of which was to pro- 
mote the comfort, or to ensure the dignity 
of so distinguished a branch of his Royal 
House. 


The Earl of CARLISLE made a few remarks 
expressive of his readiness to concur in any 
propositicn calculated to restore his R. H. to | 
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that situation of splendour and dign; 

he had, with such honour to himelf, rs ‘aay 
consented ta lay aside. He could not, how. 
ever, help stating, that if any atrangement 
was to be made for this Purpose, it should be 
one perfectly consistent with that high sense 
of honour, and that powerful love of justice, 
by which every part of she conduct of his 
R. H. was distinguished. It was not fair no; 
honourable that his R. H. by not having his 
claims settled to arrears in the ¢u chy of 
Cornwall, to a much larger amount than 
would be sufficient to relieve him from every 


‘incumbrance, should be placed in the humi- 


liating situation of a debtor of the public, in- 
stead of appearing, as he really was, their 
creditor to a Jarge amount. His Lordship 
contented himself with throwing out these 
hints in this stage of the business, reserving 
the power of delivering his sentiments at length 
when the subject came to be discussed ina 
specific form. 


Earl Moira assured their Lordships, in the 
name of his R. H. of his perfect readiness 
cheerfully to acquiesce in any arrangement 
which Parliament in its wisdom might adopt. 
On the subject of his R. H.’s claims, he de- 
clined at present offering any decisive opinion, 
more especially when he considered that the 
Noble and Learned Lord on the Woolsack 
was, from circumstances not unknown to 
their Lordships, prevented from stating his 
sentiments on this subject. After expressing 
his cordial approbation of any measures by 
which the situation of his R. H. might be im- 
proved and his feelings gratified, he finished 
by reserving a more detailed statement of his 
sentiments till a direct measure was offered for 
their Lordships’ consideration. 


The question was then put on thie motio# 
for the address, and carried nemine dissenticnies 








fFinance.]—Lord AUCKLAND, adverting 
to some observations which he had made on @ 
former evening on the subject of the financia! 
situation of the country, stated, that he had 
thought it his duty to examine what he ba 
then held forth to their Lordships with consi 
derable care, and the result of his examine 
tion had been, that what he then 2 ew 
was strictly correct. In consequence of ¥ 
had fallen from a Noble Lord opposite ie 
Grenville}, who was apparently dispose » 
doubt the accuracy of his statement, he re 
anxious that the matter should undergo sect 
and fair discussion. To have this su re 
brought fairly under theis Lordships rgd 
deration, he was therefore desirous tha “A 
documents by which his statements Wer os 
be substantiated. should be laid on the 7: 
and it was with the view of moving for the 
production that he now solicited een “A 
ships’ attention. He did not wish.t ecipi- 
discussion should be in any degree PF 
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tated, but he imagined, that about the middle | moved for, there was nothing by which their 
of next week he might be able to bring the | Lordships might be enabled to compare the 
subject to a fair issue, and he should then! public receipts with the public expenditure. 
move that the paper which he was now about | But if the discussion was intended to be con- 


to mention should be printed for their Lord- | ducted in a satisfactory manner, it was essen- 
ships’ use-—The Noble Lord, after this ex-| tial that they should be put in possession of 


planation, sat down with moving for “ An) 
“ account of the permanent taxes and annual | 
‘‘vrants for three years, ending the sth of 
« January 1783 3’"—* An account of the du- 
and * An account 


>? 


«ties on bonded sugars ; 


every document by which a satisfactory opie 
nion might be obtained. He would therefore 
suggest to the Noble Lord, while he moved 
for documents to exhibit a view of the amount 
of the national receipts, not to overlook those 


«of the duties on malt and beer during the | documents which presented a statement of 


‘« same period.” 


the national expenditure, without which it 


A short explanation here took place betwixt | was impossible to draw any conclusion on the 


Earl Moira, the Duke of Norfolk, and Lord 


Auckland. 


| subject.—In consequence of some private ex- 
| planation betwixt the Noble Lord and Lord 
Auckland, his Lordship, in addition to his 


Lord GRENVILLE expressed his high satis-| three former motions, moved for An account 


faction at the honourable and candid mode of 


proceeding which the Noble Lord had adopted 


on the present occasion. It afforded him ex- | 
treme satisfaction, that an opportunity was | 


to be afforded of entering into a full and fair 
investigation of the financial state of the coun- 
try; a subject at all times of the highest im- 
portance, but deriving new interest from the 
circumstances in which the country was 
placed. Nothing, his Lordship observed, 
could be more gratifying to his feelings, than 
that the statement of the Noble Lord respect- 
ing the financial resources of the country 
should be realized in all their extent. But he 
could not help observing that he had consi- 
derable doubts of the accuracy of that state- 
ment. The permanent charges on the conso- 
lidated fund had been stated at twenty-five 
millions, and the expenditure of the country 
at twenty-four. This, however, was by nearly 
four millions inferior to what he considered the 
real expenditure, even under the existence of a 
peace establishment, which made a difference 
to this amount betwixt the statement of the 
Noble Lord, and the real amount of the ex- 
penditure. He was happy that the matter 
was to be brought to an issue, for it was not 
a matter of light importance. The real re- 
sources of the country ought to be ascertained 
on clear and undeniable principles, and it was 


| of the various charges on the consolidated 
|“ fund, during the same three years to which 
|“ the former accounts referred.”’ 

| The motions were then successively put 
| from the woolsack, and carried. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, Mar. 2.—(See Minutes, p. 341.) 


[IRisH REVENUE.]—Mr. Corry moved, 
that the House should resolve itself-into a 
committee upon the Irish revenue acts, and 
that the several accounts which had been pre- 
sented should be referred to the said commite 
tee.—Ordered. 

The House then resolved itself into a com- 
mittee, Mr. ALEXANDER in the Chair, 


Mr. Corry said, that having stated to the 
House upon a former occasion the subject 
matter which was now under the considera- 
tion of the committee, it would not be ne- 
cessary for him to occupy much of the time 
or attention of the committee, by going very 
minutely into the subject. The object of the 
motion with which he should now trouble the 
committee, was to renew the grants of the 
revenue of Ireland, which were heretofore an- 
nual graats, which were so while the Parlia 





not ht that it should be left to vague specula- 
tion to decide what exertions we might be 
aole to make in any emergency which might | 
occur. The time which the Noble Lord had 
mentioned he thought was hardly adequate 
for that full consideration and inquiry which 
would be necessary to prepare their Lordships 
for fairly and advantageously entering on the 
“scussion. Instead of proposing the discus- 
‘ion at the time that the motion was made for 
Printing the papers, he thought it would be 
a more agreeable to parliamentary order 
a the papers should first be printed, and 

at a subsequent day should be appointed 


ment of Ireland sat, and which had conti- 


nued to be so since the Union. It was hig 
intention to move, that those duties which 


had hitherto subsisted should be continued. 
He had at different periods given notice, that 
he meant to propose to move, that these du- 
ties should be granted permanently, that is to 
say, without limitation, mstead of granting 
them annually; and he should therefore now 
move, to continue them without any period 
of limitation. The reason why he proposed 
to make this alteration, and depart from the 


usual mode, was this; viz. for the p se of 
providing a permanent fund to mest the per- 





_ taking them into consideration. There 
lew also another point to which he begged | 
gt to turn their Lordships’ consideration. | 
the papers which the Noble Lord had 


| 
' 


manent charges of Ireland; such as the ine 
terest of the debt, the provision for the sink. 
ing fund, and also several grants under acts of 
Parliament, from the commencement of hig 


OO 
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> greatest satisfaction. 
duties,. where there were fractions of a penny, | ‘ shous 
be as accurately kept as possible ; and for this 


’ %4 


‘ 


sunstance be found oppressive. 


-Majeéty’s reign to the present time. 


r3r1] 


These 
were all charges to which the consolidated 
fund was-liable, without any annual grants. 
The éase was different with regard to the 
particular services of each year; for them it 
was necessary to come to Parliament for pro- 
vision every year, as in this country. But 
with regard to the national debt of Ireland, 
it had never yet been permanently provided 
for, though, upon the propriety of making 
such a permanent provision, he was sure there 


‘could not be two opinions in that House. If 


the committee should concur with him upon 
this occasion, then the interest of the national 
debt, and other permanent charges in Ireland, 
would, as in England, have a permanent pro- 
Vision. 


also in their nature permanent. With regard 


to the duties which he now proposed to con- | 


tinue, they consisted of duties upon imports, 
upon exports, bounties, drawbacks upon the 


_re-exportation of foreign commodities, certain | 
duties upon tonnage, together with all the | 
inland duties of every description. They were | 

_custom-houses of the two countries with r- 


generally the same as had subsisted since the 
Union, and since the last Parliament of Ire- 
Jand: he said generally, because there were 
some small differences, but not of a nature 


sufficiently important to render it necessary | 
| that at the end of twenty years, by the com- 
' pact of Union, a new view was to be taken 


for him to go into detail upon the subject: 
but if the committee, or any Gentleman, 
wished to have any more detailed information 
upon the subject, he would give it with the 
In some cases in these 


or of a farthing, they had been made up to 
the integer, but the difference was very trifling 
indeed. 


instances the duty of the license was raised; 
but he hoped it had been done. with due con- 
‘sideration of the nature of the trade, and of 


‘3ts capability to afford it; and, he had every 


‘reason to believe that they would not in any 
With respect 


-sto drawbacks, to bounties, and to inland 


duties, they remained the same. 


« 


He took 
‘this opportunity of stating, that with regard 
ito the duties ‘on home-made spirits, certain 
fiotions had gone abroad, and discussions had 
taken place; but he wished distinctly to say, 
that there was nothing in these resolutions 
which at. all. touched the subjects that had 
been so under discussion. He was sure that 
many Gentlemen who represented the other 
part of the united kingdom perfectly compre- 


-hended what he alluded to, and he was there- 


fore anxious to make their minds easy, as well 
as:those of them constituents, by declaring 
that the subject. was not touched in the pre- 
sent resolutions; neither would it be brought 
forward without full notice being given. Mr. 
Corry proceeded. to notice some other slight 
aiterations, which. he proposed to. make, sugh 


pepplacing. tivo. or three towns which, from | 
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The other grants for which he pro- | 
posed to make this kind of provision were | 





In the case also of licenses granted | 
to persons to carry on certain trades, in some ! 
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their extent and population, were entitled to 
rank among the first towns, in that Class to 
which they belonged, because the persons liy. 
ing in these towns paid more for their licenses 
than those who resided in smaller ones. With 
regard to the proposal made for repealing cer- 
tain duties, he wished to state that his object 
was, to put all the duties into one act, in 
order that merchants might have before them, 
in one view, all the duties which they had to 
pay. The whole of the duties he should 
therefore propose to re-enact in one act of 
Parliament, with some very trifling alteratio: 

which he did not think it then necessary to 
occupy the time of the committee with ¢e- 
tailing at length. ‘There was some differen, 

between the book of rates in England and Ive. 
land; some articles appeared in the one which 
were not in the other,.and sometimes the 
same articles went under different denomina- 
tions in the two countries. He had endea- 
voured to assimilate them as much as possible 
to each other, because this difference might 
be productive of great inconvenience ; for in- 
stance, if accounts were called for from the 


spect to some articles, the accounts, for the 
reason he had given, would not agree. This 
inconvenience was not merely of a temporary 
nature; for the committee would recollect, 


of the respective wealth and abilities for con- 


‘tribution of the two countries; it was there- 
, fore a matter of the greatest umportance that 


the accounts of imports and exports should 


purpose an uniformity of denomination was 
absolutely necessary. Another object whica 
he had endeavoured to accomplish was, to re- 
duce the duties, which in some instances were 


| rated duties, and in others ad valorem duties, 


to one general rated duty. This would be: 
very great convenience to merchants, for whos 

i i 7 VU at) He 
accommodation he proposed this regulatio! 


After some conversation between Col. Ve- 
reker, Mr. Corry, Mr. Wickham, and Mr. Lets 


Colonel BAGWELL said, it was certainly . 
question of considerable importance, wpether 
certain duties should be ‘appropriated for cc 
tain purposes. Undoubtedly the best gn 
ought to be given to the creditors of a 
tional debt, but he thought it necessary © 
the House should have further informatio® 
with regard to the different duties and a 
which they were called upon to vote gia 
nently. In the last session, the duties © z 
voted all together, and it was now iat ie 
once to make them all permanent. 4” 
by no means inclined to give any opp om 
to the measure, or to oppose any © Egor 
ties, but he really thought, that u oes, if 
tion of so much magnitude some furthe: "1" 
should ‘be: given, for ‘considerations | 
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that they might know what they were to vote. 
Some of the duties which it was proposed to 
continue were considered in Ireland as war 
taxes, and that they were consequently to 
cease on the termination of the war. Such, 
for instance, was the duty on windows; and 
there were some others, which, in his opinion, 
required examination before they were voted 
permanently. 
Rt. Hon. Gent. would not press the resolutions 
at present, but that he would postpone them, 
at least, for a few days. 


Mr. Corry said, that the Hon. Gent. had | 


complained of the want of sufficient informa- 


tion, and had stated that the duties had been | 
He begged, | 


voted last session altogether. 
however, to observe, that every possible in- 
formation had been laid before the House. 
In the two last sessions, and in the present 
one, accounts had been presented of the 
amount of the revenue of Ireland, and also 
an account of the permanent charges. 
House was therefore in possession of the two 
species of information which were necessary, 
viz. the amount of the revenue, and the 
amount of the charges. By an account now 
upon the table, the Hon. Gent. would find 
the receipts of the exchequer of Ireland last 
year amounted to 3,320,000/. and the amount 
of the permanent charges, consisting of the 
different items to which he had before alluded, 
amounted to 2,581,0c00/, The Hon. Gent. 
knew that all the revenues of Ireland formed 
one consolidated fund, and that whatever ex- 
cess there was after the payment of the per- 
manent charges, was applicable to the current 
services Of the year. There were already 
gianted this year many services, exceeding 
the surplus that would remain of the revenue, 


after the payment of the permanent charges; | th 


so that the House was in complete possession 
of every part of the subject. The Hon. Gent. 
had stated, that some of the taxes which it 
Was proposed to continue were considered in 
Ireland as war taxes, and that it was expected 
they would cease on the termination of the 
war, and had instanced in particular the duty 
on windows. Upon this subject the Hon. 
Gent, had fallen into an error. There cer- 
tainly had been an attempt of some pers 
sons whase sentiments were extremely difs 
ferent from the Hon. Gent.’s (and indeed he 
ought almost to offer an apology for making 
any sort of comparison between them), he 
meant the Jacqbins of Ireland, to represent 
this as a war tax; but certainly no such idea 
Was thrown out when the tax was proposed ; 
it was a provision for the largest loan that had 
ever then been made in Ireland. The Hon. 
vent. might indeed recollect a regulation 
Which was made for the collection of the tax, 


Which was a war.regulation. It had been the 
sowed abject of many persons in Ireland to, 
pon the public supplies in every rig 
' re) . > 
vow uit Poe oe Bank 


, 
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He hoped, therefore, that the | 
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Ireland, and to injure the national credit; 
and in order to prevent those persons from 
throwing off their shoulders their share of 
the general burden, a clause was introduced, 
which enacted that persons should pay the 
duty according to the number of windows 
| which their houses contained at the time 
| when the tax was laid on. This regulation 
was certainly a war regulation, and of course 
expired with the war, 





Col. BAGWELtL said, it was by no means 
his wish to give any opposition, or to throw 
any impediment in the way of public busi+ 
ness; but as it was a subject of very great 
importance, he wished the Rt, Hon, Gent. 
would defer the consideration of it for a 
few days, in arder to give the Gentle 
| men who represented that part of the United 
Kingdom an opportunity of inquiring into 
the subject. Without entering at present 
into the subject, he wished to observe with 
respect to one tax, which appeared to him ta 
be very unfairly laid on; he meant the tax 
upon leather: the tanners of this country 
(England) paid at the rate of one penny per 
lb. which was allowed as a drawback upon 
exportation to Ireland, and then the duty of 
one penny was again laid on in Ireland ; but, 
from the mode of collecting the tax in Ireland, 
the Irish tanners, instead of ane penny, paid 
about 2!d. or something more, per pound ; 
and this he knew had excited considerable un- 
easiness and discontent. His object in men- 
tioning these circumstances was not, he rce 
peated, to throw any obstacle in the way of 
the business, but, if possible, to remove 
every ground of serious objection, 


Mr. J. Laroucue said, he concurred with 
e Hon. Member who spoke last, in hoping 
that a few days would be given for the consi+ 
deration of the subject. There was one tax 
which he was instructed to oppose as a per- 
manent tax, and that was the duty upon win- 
dows. The Rt. Hon, Gent. seemed to suppose 
the opposition to this tax progeeded from per- 
sons of dispositions not very favourable to, 
the constitption ; but he had a petition against 
it from one of the most loyal corporations in 
Ireland, the coyporation of the city of Dublin. 


Mr, Corry said, it certainly was not an ob. 
ject with him to hurry this business through 
the House, or to prevent a full discussion of- 
every part of it; on the contrary, if there was. 
one yede better calculated than another ta 





had 
been voted in the Parliament of Irelands With 
respect to what had been suggested aboyt the 


continue were the same as those w 


tax upon keather, he wished to say a very few. 
words. Since this tax _" originally laid on, 
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at the, rate of one penny per Ib. it had neyer 
been increased, and it was a trade which, like 
many others, was carried on upon a very 
small scale in Jreland, and was spread gene- 
rally over the face of the country; the ccnse- 
gufnce of. which was, that in the distant parts 
of the kingdom matiy of the tanners paid lit- 
tle or nothing to the tax; and those who re- 
sided in or near great towns, could not bring 
their articles to market nearly so cheap as 
those who were enabled to evade the duty. 
Knowing this to be the state of the trade, he 
had endeavourcd to inform himself whether 
any plan could be adopted, which would se- 
cure the profits of the fair trader, and at the 


same time ensure the collection of the reve- | 


nue. [rom the information of a tanner, who 
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did not appear sooner in their places? for he 
was particularly anxious not to bring forward 
a measure so important to that part of the 
United Kingdom, whilst so many’ of its re. 
presentatives were absent. 


The CHAncertor of the Excuraver 
said, he really hoped that Gentlemen would 
not press for any farther delay It would be 
remembered, that the preamble of this mea- 
sure was discussed last session; that distinct 
notice was then given by his Rt. Hon. Fricrd, 
that the present proposition would be brought 
forward in the present session, It was in the 
contemplation of his Rt. Hon. Friend to have 
brought it forward previous to the recess; 
but he abstained from it. on acccunt of the 





had been in a considerable line of business, 
and who was enabled to give him complete 
information upon the subject, he (Mr. Corry) 
was able to form a system, which, in his opi- 
nion, would secure both these objects. He 
then called together a meeting of the trade in | 
the city of Dublin; they were at first ex- | 
tremely hostile to the system he proposed ; | 
but, after repeated discussions upon the sub- 
ject, every man remained perfectly satisfied 
with the tax; to prove which he would 
mention a circumstance (which of course he 
should not otherwise allude to), the corpora- 
tion of tanners voted him their thanks for his 
plan. The effect of this regulation was, that 
in the ensuing year the tax amounted to 
52,000/. whereas in the preceding year it was 
only 18,000/. It was frue, that in different | 
parts of the country there were some mur- | 
murs upon the subject—he believed, in parti- | 
cular, From the city of Watciford. His Rt. | 
Hon. Friend (Mr. Wickham) transmitted to’| 
him some information upen the subject, when | 
he wes'on the point of embarking for Ene- 
and, which induced him to delay his voyage, 
nd to send down to that city to reqrest that 
deputation froii‘the trade there might be 
Sent tip to. investigate the subject with him, | 
Which offer they, however, declined. With 
respect to what’ had been said by the Hon. ' 
Gent. upon ihe propriety of deliying the dis-/ 
cussion upon this cuestion, he wished ‘to eb. ! 
serve to them, that this subject divided ‘itself 
into two different heads; that they Wwere now 
considering: the: propricty of Iaying on the 
duties, and that the proper time for discussing 
the mode’of ‘collecting them wot!d o¢eur in 
another stige of the ‘business?! as to! any /al¥ 
teration which might be judged necessary’ ire 
the mode of collecting thé ‘diities, if Gentle. 
men thought a/ delay: tipon this’ subject was’ 
necessary, hé shotild ‘have Wo ‘Resitation ’ itt 
concurring init. Bit 4vith respect-to the de 
ties themselves, Gentlémen’ khew that they all 
expired “on' the2éthi of March. ft may be 
asked; ‘why he did not introduce this measitre 
sooner? “This question ‘he! wonld’ answer, by 4 
acking aPether hamely, why it teas that Gene 


thement' from’ that ‘part of the United’ Kingdom 
ery SW HIB. i ky 9G 
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must therefore be obvious. | 
recollected, that it was merely the resolutions 
_ that were before the committee, that the su)- 
‘ject would again come before the House i tie 


of heh the bill formed a part, was 
to their Lordships; as it had undergone 


it was last regularly before them. 


| collection; ‘that by thie'last ‘bit 





absence of so many Members who represented 
the other part of the United Kirgdom; but 
he then gave notice, that he would bring it 
forward at an early period after the Christmas 
recess, and since then his time had been cec- 
cupied in consequence of his being upon an 
election committee. ‘The committee would 
recollect, that the Irish duties would cease on 
the 25th of March; the necessity of dispatch 
It would also be 


’ 
) 


shape of a bill, in the various stages of wiicd 
Gentlemen ‘might state any objections (11! 
occurred to them. When lhe recollected that 


, od on Ae Vee 
the grants for the permanent charges of Ire 


land were voted from year to year, he was 
really astonished how the credit of that coun- 
try‘had stood so high as it had done for the 
last two ycars. ‘The necessity cf avoiaing 
any unnecessary delay was obvious from 2 va 
riety of considerations. Suppose the House 


' should not be able to make the necessary ba 
| lots, and that the public business should be 


suspended for a few days, the Ss hee 
would be, that the whole revenue 0! Irelan« 
would’ be in a state of abeyance. He there- 
fore ‘hoped that Gentlemen would feel the ied 
propriety of proposing any unnecessary Gch! 


ee 
——s: am 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Yoursday, Mar. 3—r(See Minutesy ps 543) 


. 4 

MiLiTiA TRAINING priv. ]—Lord Sot 
BART moved the order of the day ttn 
Sedotid ‘feading of the militia cxererse OF) 


‘which “being done, ‘he observed he felt it un- 


5 , $4 oT e se 
necessary to take tip the time of the Hc 


hel ‘season { the geheral subjects 
onthe present occasion ; g ac welt kHiOW? 


amp!e 
. : . : .? ! b] a _ s when 
atid repeated discuséions in that Te wou! 
observe, ‘that the bill now ander vaaecgreil 
went meétely té'amend one ecg pr 4. ‘ a iy 
ral bil. It ‘would be fn, the Rie militia ¥2 
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tend that term to twerity-cight days. 


score of expense, 


‘“ the bill be now read a second time.”’ 


sideration. 


a few remarks which naturally. suggested 


ing of a bill of the nature of that now before the 
tiouse. In the present circumstances in which 
the country was placed, he could not help 
considering the proper training of the militia 
as a matter intimately connected with the pre- 
servation of our national freedom and inde- 
pendence. It was impossible that the very 
yreat change which had taken place in our 
situation relative to foreign powers should 
have escaped their Lordships’ attention. A 
nation, which for ages had been our constant 
rival, bad received a prodigious accession of 
strength from the acquisition ef Many popu- 
lous nations, united as a branch of its popu- 
ti ‘on, or attached by the bonds of intimate 
alliance. "fhe military character of this riva! 
power had acquired new vigour, and all its 
resources were under the direction of a bold 
and adventurous chief. Of the character of 
j this chies he had ne intention at present par- 
tape to speak; and while he adverted to 
yeep that he was not arguing on the supposi- 

2 ot a specdy rupture. He saw nothing in 
_ circumstances ef the two countrics which 
| pcan him particularly to anticipate sach a 
'ptures but © very dictate, ef policy and. ex- 
fepen required additional precautions in 
Rafat calculated to guard, against any 
>... rescen and unexpected renewal of hosti- 

7 is tag He had already said that it was not 
* enuion particularly to descant on the 

; f Prat 7 views of the chief magistrate 
bir i. wba sasgs fe aed time he thonght 
particularly. cen wet € was known. not-to be 
Beant te Be ag ous in the cheice of the 
pli ‘nent of hi DF psegeted 6H, the accom- 
’S consider Li ty ithe sihiyagh asaye i 
MMstanceg he se . Féfevenge to, these WF 
Kist Hee? BE Conceived that there could not 
€ stiallest difference of opinion as to 










The Duke of MontTsose considered the 
bill as one of the utmost importance, and 
highly worthy of their Lordships’ serious con- 
It was not his intention to oppose 
the second reading, but he thought it neces- 
sary not to allow the present opportunity to 
escape without submitting to their Lordships 


themselves on the motion for the second read- 


was to be called out, for the purpose of train- 
ing and exercising, for the term of twenty-one 
days; the bill in question was simply to ex- 
In the 
4 first instance, the lesser interval was consi- 
dered as adequate, and the longer term was 
regarded as objectionable, principally on the 
However, on maturer deli- 
beration, it was found expedient, and, upon 
the whole, deemed advisable to extend the 
term for the parposes he had mentioned to 
tle space of twenty-cight days: this being all 
the bill proposed to do, he should no longer 
aletain the House, but merely move, That 


sublect, he wished Noble Lords to under- | 
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the necessity of keeping up a much larger mi- 
litary establishment than had cver been main- 
tained or judged requisite in any former pe- 
riod of our history. This, indeed, his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers had felt in its proper extent; 
and, with the conviction of this necessity, 
they had proposed, and Parliament had voted, 
the support of a peace establishment much 
more extensive than had ever been previously 
maintained. While he contended for the ne- 
cessity of this increased establishment, and 
the expediency of keeping up a large effective 
military force, it was not, because he enter- 
tained any dread of the ultimate consequence 
of any invasion which might be made on our 
coasts, wherever or at whatever period that 
invasion should take place; but it was essen- 
tial that-the country should be in that state of 
preparation, and should have such a disposable 
military force, as should enable us to meet in- 
vasion at once, however remote the quarter 
might be where the landing was attempted. 
On this account he was anxious that some 
other plan for the training of the militia, morg 
effectual than that now proposed by the bill, 
should be adopted. When he considered 
what proportion of the time allotted for 
training the militia was exhausted in marching 
to the places where the training was to take 
place, and how many days intervened when 
the training was necessarily discontinued, he 
could not help thinking the period proposed 
by the bill was too short. For, the correct- 
ness of this opinion the Noble Duke. appealed 
to those Noble Lords who, were professiona!ly 
attached to the army,,as well as to such of 





j their Lordships .as, from patriotic motives, 


had taken an active share in the training of 
the militia during the Jate war, whether the 
period which the bill prescribed for the train- 
ing of the militia henceforth to be raised, wag 
not. inadequate to the purpose in view, .He 
had himself no particular plan to propose, 
but he submitted to their Lordships whether 
the addition of twenty-cight. days, more, dus 
ring which one third of the militia might be 
trained, would not be productive of the most 
beneficial effects. Of the militia so trained, 
one third only would be occupied in rotation ; 
and by the adoption of this expedient, a large 
proportion of the regular military force would 
be left applicable either to a sudden descent 
on an enemy’s coast, or to the undertaking of 
some expedition in.a distant quarter, of the 
world,, These were points of very great im- 
portance, at no time to be neglected, but pe- 
culiarly,.necessary to be atfended to in the 
present situation of the comatry. Only these 
grounds of ebjection occurred to him against 





the plan, which he now suggested. It might 
be urged, that, any farcher extension ofthe 
time. allotted..to; the training of. the militia 
would create avery large additional expense, 
would be productive of much inconvenience 
to the officers, and would withdraw a great 
proportion of active, laborious citizens from 
*X2 
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domestic occupations, at a time when their 
services might be particularly wanted. To 
the (first of these objections the answer ap- 
speared to him simple and satisfactory. When 
it was considered that the whole expense of 
the training of the militia at present did not 
excted ‘two hundred thousand pounds, and 
that if.a third of them were trained for dou- 
ble the period, an expense of only sixty thou- 
sand pounds more would be incurred, he 
could not allow. this consideration of expense 
to have any weight: as applicable to the ex- 
penditure of so great a nation as this was, it 
was perfectly trifling. The second objection 
he viewed as equally unworthy of attention : 
Gentlemen, acting as officers of the militia, 
would only have to submit to an additional 
attendance of twenty-cight days, and that 
would only happen once in three years. This 
surely was no very serious inconvenience ; but 
even admitting it to be much greater than it 
really was, it would be paying: Gentlemen a 


them to act in the capacity of militia officers, 
to suppose that they would not, with the 
greatest alacrity’ and cheerfulness, submit to 
inconveniencies far greater, with the view of 
rendering so essential a service to their coun- 
try. A sacrifice of this nature, and one of 
far greater magnitude, was indeed what their 
country had a right to demand. As to the 
objection drawn from the inexpediency of 
withdrawing a large proportion of the labo- 
rious classes from their ordinary occupations, 
he admitted that it was entitled to considera- 
tion: but it applied, though in a less degree, 
to the extension of the period of training 
which the bill proposed. The Noble Duke 
repeated the observation with which he intro- 
duced his speech, that it was not by any means | 
his wish to oppose the second reading of the | 
bill, and it was the farthest from his view to 
embarrass any of ti: measures of Govern- | 
ment. He placed the greatest confidence in 
Ministers, and for many of them he enter- | 
tained the highest possible respect and esteem. 
What he had now taken the liberty of throw- 
_ ing out had arisen from his anxious wish that | 
. every think connected with the. safety of the ; 
country might be placed on the most respect- 
able footing; and if not at present, at least 


. pili ion the nature which he had sug-- 
gested would occupy the attention of Minis- 
ters.. He was the less anxious at the present 
moment to press any measure on the accept-. 
ance of Government, as, from the vast num>- 
ber of militia which had been kept up during 
the war, a large disposable force could now, 
ifcircumstances required it, be easily procured. 


Lord Honart, on the part. of Ministers, | 


he had thrown out for their consideration. 
certainly were well ing of atten- 
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so. respectable a quarter. Ministers were fully 
aware of the important’ change which had 
taken place in the situation of’ this country 
relative to foreign powers; and’ $o far as the 
question of the augmentation of “4 military 
disposable force was concerned, ample provi- 
sion had been made during the last session by 
the vote of a peace establishment, of a nature 
adequate to protect us against any sudden 
danger. The militia during last war had been 
found of essential service, and it was with the 
view of rendering their services still more effi- 
cient than the present bill had been framed. 


After a few words in explatation-from the 
Duke of Montrose, the bill was then read a 
second time, and committed for next day. 


seamen secemmmimer a a a Rem FUR see 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, Mar. 4.—( See Minutes, p. 402.) 


PRINCE OF WALES'S ESTABLISHMENT. | 
—Mr. CAccrarFt said, that before he entered 
on the short staternent with which he meant to 
preface the proposition he held in his hand, 
he thought it necessary to declare, as he had 
done on a former night, that he never had any 
communication on the subject with the illus- 
tiious personage to whom it alluded, nor with 
any othéer person, save one. However deli- 
cate the subject might be, he trusted that the 
method he should adopt in bringing it forward 
was such as would not be objected to by any 
persou of any party whatever. ‘The message 
which had lately been presented to the House 
he co:.sidered as the language of the Ministes, 
though it was called the message of the 
Crown, and in that were involved matters 
which he thought of the greatest consequenc*s 
as they related to 2 subject so important, * 
that of keeping up the splendour and dign') 
attached to the high station of the Heir App 
rent of the monarclly of this country. 50" 
he was, that what ‘had been done in og 
quence of that méssage was not effectua Ar 
as to enable the illustrious personage allucce 
to in’ it to resume that dignity and <r 
immediately, of which he had becn 6° a 
deprived. ‘To enable him to do this, wa om 
object in bringifg forward the present ae 

sition ; and the mode he intended ae “ 

in ‘doing so, ‘was to move for 4 commit men 
inquire into the extent of pico enh sevest 
at present embarrass his R. H. = ish a 
him from resuming (Hat exalted crt an 
tion which it was so much to be la i ot 
had ever been obliged to eens vee es 

ressed the utmost confidence t hoe 
‘would do every thing necessary tor 
sirable a purpose; and when he conn 
‘Majesty’s message, um 


farther than’ the mere voting sv 
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mer night, on opening this business, said that 
his R. H. was satisfied, He was at all times 
willing to take that Hon. Member’s assurance; 
but, as a Member of Parliament, he should 
not think himself justified in taking the as- 
surance even of the illustrious personage to 
whom he alluded, in a case of so peculiar a 
delicacy and so unusual an importance as the 
present. Feeling, as he did, the pressing ne- 
cessity of the Prince’s resuming that state and 


dignity which belonged to his exalted situa-: 


tion, it was much better the House should go 
a step further than it had yet done, by adopt- 
ing the proposition he had to offer, than suffer 
his illustrious character to be liable to impu- 
tations, which there were too many would be 
ready to throw on it, if, after the sum voted 
in consequence of the message, he still conti- 
nuéd in that state of privacy in which he had 
already so long remained. If it should be 
supposed there was any question of delicac 
in instituting an inquiry into the Prince’s af- 
fairs, he was certain the Commissioners, in 
1795, went infinitely farther than he intended 
to do. There doubtléss was no mode of com- 
pelling a disclosure of the state of his R. H.’s 
affairs, but if the committee was appointed, 
and any objection was made from that quarter, 
he and the House would have the satisfaction to 
know, that they had gone as far as they could, 
and done every thing in their power to expe- 
dite the wishes of his Majesty to the fullest 
extent, and as carly as possible. For his own 
part, he should not have undertaken the bu- 
siness, but that he thought he saw an anxious 
desirein the House on a former night to éman- 
cipate his R. H. immediately from those em- 
barrassments with which he was at present 
surrounded. While Ministers were continu- 
ally holding. forth, and while the House re- 
joiced to join them in congratulations to the 
country on the flourishing state in which it 
now stands, the rank, the splendour, and 
dignity of the Heir Apparent ought not to be 
overlooked. If, we were to be splendid in 
our national establishment, if we prided our- 
selves on the magnitude of our undertakings, 
and. on the extent of our improvements in 
arts, arms, manufactures, and commerce, is 
the Prince of Wales alone, said the Hon. 
Member, to live in a parlour of his palace, 
and be known to the people of this country 
only as a dignified personage in private life? 
not suppose the House would longer 
endure such an idea. This was not a perso- 
nal question by any means, The public at 
'gé Was interested, and deeply interested, in 


this illustrious personage, who is the Heir 


t to the monarchy, being speedily | 
ye en 


restored to that high rank and dignity in t 
itis their pride and glory to see him. In’ 
ng forward this measure, he could as- 
Sure the House that he did not mean the 


, di any human creature. 
could not tut f el for i Tirole 
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alluded, who, with so much honour to him- 
self, had, by the communicatior he had made 
to the House, candidly acknowledged, ‘that 
notwithstanding his’ Majesty’s paternal kind- 
ness, and the liberal disposition of the House, 
he could not resume the rank: and: splendour 
attached to his dignified ‘station, till certain 
debts which he thought himself bound:in ho- 
nour to pay were discharged.) As an inde- 

endent Member of Parliament, he thought 
it his duty to appeal’'to the’ House to stand 
forward at once, and extricate his Ro. from 
those embarrassments, and thus enable him 
to resume immediately that splendour and dig- 
hity which it was the evident wish of his:Ma- 
jésty’s message he should do, and which-he 
was certain it was also the wish of a great 
majority of that House that he would do. 
He should not therefore longer trespass on the 
time of the House than to read his motion, 
which he did to the following purport :— 
“ That the House,’ anxiously désirous to give 
“ full effect to the important objects contained 
‘in his Majesty’s most gtacious message of 
“the 16th of February, do appoint a select 
“committee to inquire into the embarrass- 
“ ments of the Prince of Wales, and into the 
“ most effectual’ means of ‘relieving them as 
*¢ speedily as possible, in order. to enable his 
“ R. H. to resume the splendour ahd dignity 
« attached to his exalted station.” vr.) 


‘ Mr. Erskine said; the’Hon. oGent, who 
had made the motion had adverted'to what 
he had said on a former night. ‘On that.night 
he came into the Hotse by accitent,:and on 
his entrance he found an'/Hon.*Member): who 
held an official'situdtion wnder the Prince of 
Wales, reading in*his'place'to the House the 
communication “whieh "his‘R. H/ had thought 
it his duty to maké to them.> After that Hon. 
Member had perférmed the | duty imposed on 
him, the’ Hon. Gent. who’ had jist sat down 
gave notice of the’ motion’ ‘he mtended this 
day to bring forward’; and he -then,' asa ser- 
vant of his R. H. thought it his duty té‘state 
to the House’ that the Prince :-had expressly 
assured him he was’ perfectly ‘satisfied’ both 
with the gracious intentions of his/Royal Fa- 
ther, ahd the liberal proceedings of» Parlia- 
ment, though he thought it‘ daty incumbent 
on him to! state to'them, that’ he could not 
for some time resume that ‘splendour and dig- 
nity they wete désirous he'should dow: At the 
same time he thought it necessary’ to add, 
that the motion) of which the Hon. Gent. had 
given notice, was ‘altogether unktiown to the 
illustrious ‘personage to’ whom it related; be- 
cause, as that notice had been givem so. imme- 
diately after the communication from’ his R. 
H. had*been read, it might have been con. 
ceived by the public, had nothing been sai 
oF it, that it was made with the "Pritce’ Dl 
‘vity, atid he would then have seemed to be 
variance with that satisfactioty which he 
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domestic occupations, at a time when their 
services might be particularly wanted. To 
the first of these objections the answer ap- 


it was considered that the whole expense of 
the training of the militia at present did not 
excred two hundred thousand pounds, and 
that if.a third of them were trained for dou- 
ble the period, an expense of only sixty thou- 
sand pounds more would be incurred, he 
could not allow this consideration of expense 
to have any weight: as applicable to the ex- 
penditure of so great a nation as this was, it 
_ was perfectly trifling. The second objection 
he viewed as equally unworthy of attention : 
Gentlemen, acting as officers of the militia, 
would only have to submit to an additional 
attendance of twenty-eight days, and that 
would only happen once in three years. This 
surely was no very serious inconvenience ; but 
even admitting it to be much greater than it 
really was, it would be paying Gentlemen a 
bad compliment, whose situation called on 
them to act in the capacity of militia officers, 
to suppose that they would not, with the 
greatest alacrity’ and cheerfulness, submit to 
inconveniencies far greater, with the view of 
‘rendering so essential a service to their coun- 
try. A sacrifice of this nature, and one of 
far greater magnitude, was indeed what their 
country had a right to demand. As to the 
objection drawn from the inexpediency of 
withdrawing a large proportion of the labo- 
rious classes from their ordinary occupations, 
he admitted that it was entitled to considera- 
tion: but it applied, though in a less degree, 
to the extension of the period of training 
which the bill proposed. The Noble Duke 
repeated the observation with which he intro- 


duced his speech, that it was not by any means | 


his wish to oppose the second reading of the 
bill, and it was the farthest from his view to 
embarrass any of the measures of Govern- 
ment. He placed the greatest confidence in 
Ministers, and for many of them he enter- 
tained the highest possible respect and esteem. 
What he had now taken the liberty of throw- 
ing out had arisen from his anxious wish that 
every thing connected with the. safety of the 
country might be placed on the most. respect- 
able footing; and if not at present, at least 
during the next session of Parliament, some 
pet i, fee of the nature which he had sug- 
ge 


would occupy the attention of Minis-. 


ters. He was the less anxious at the present 


moment to press any measure on the accept-. 
ance of Government, as, from the vast num>: 
ber of militia which had been kept up during | 
the war, a large disposable force could now, 


if circumstances veqoired it, be easily procured. 
Lord Hopaart, on the part. of Ministers, 


he had thrown out for th 


thanked the Noble Duke for the hints. which. 
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so. respectable a quarter. Ministers were fully 
aware of the important’ change which had 
taken place in the situation of this country 
relative to foreign powers; and’ so far as the 
question of the augmentation of ‘a military 
disposable force was concerned, ample provi- 
sion had been made during the last session by 
the vote of a peace establishment, of a nature 
adequate to protect us against any sudden 
danger. The militia during last war had been 
found of essential service, and it was with the 
view of rendering their services still more effi- 
cient than the present bill had been framed. 


After a few words in explattation from the 


Duke of Montrose, the bill was then read 2 


second time, and committed for next day. 
Ee 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, Mar. 4.—( See Minutes, p. 402.) 
[PRINCE OF WALES’S ESTABLISHMENT. ] 


—Mr. CALCRAFT said, that before he entered 


on the short statement with which he meant to 
preface the proposition he held in his hand, 
he thought it necessary to declare, as he had 
done on a former night, that he never had any 
communication on the subject with the illus- 
trious personage to whom it alluded, nor with 
any other person, save one. However deli- 
cate the subject might be, he trusted that the 
method he should adopt in bringing it forward 
was such as would not be objected to by any 
person of any party whatever. The message 
which had lately been presented to the House 
he considered as the language of the Minister, 
though it was called the message of the 
Crown, and in that were involved matters 
which he thought of the greatest consequenc’s 
as they related to a subject so important, * 
that of keeping up the splendour and dign't) 
attached to the high station of the Heir App 
rent of the monarchy of this country. Sor 
he was, that what ‘had been done in coms: 
quence of that’ message was not effectual, s 
as to enable the illustrious personage allude 

to in it to resume that dignity and splendour 


immediately, of which he ‘had been 60 long 


deprived. ‘To enable him to do this, wa om 
object in bringifg’ forward the: present « 

osition; and the mode he intended to pe _ 
in doing so, was to move for 4 committee. 
inquire into the extent of those claims Sat 
at present embarrass his R. H. Jn 
him froth resuming that ¢xalted rank ae 
tion which it’ was so much to be lament 


had ever been obliged’ to cae oe Howse 


pressed the utmost confidence 
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r night, oh opening this business, said that 
his Ri was satistied. He was at all times 
willing to take that Hon. Member’s assurance ; 
but, as a Member of Parliament, he should 
not think himself justified in taking the as- 
surance even of the illustrious personage to 
whom he alluded, in a case of so peculiar a 
delicacy and so unusual an importance as the 
present. Feeling, as he did, the pressing ne- 
cessity of the Prince’s resuming that state and 
dignity which belonged to his exalted situa- 
tion, it was much better the House should go 
a step further than it had yet done, by adopt- 
ing the proposition he had to offer, than suffer 
his illustrious character to be liable to impu- 
tations, which there were too many would be 
ready to throw on it, if, after the sum voted 
in consequence of the message, he still conti- 
nued in that state of privacy in which he had 
already so long remained. If it should be 
supposed there was any question of delicac 
in instituting an inquiry into the Prince’s af- 
fairs, he was certain the Commissioners, in 
1795, went infinitely farther than he intended 
to do. There doubtless was no mode of com- 
pelling a disclosure of the state of his R. H.’s 
affairs, but if the committee was appointed, 
and any objection was made from that quarter, 
he and the House would have the satisfaction to 
know, that they had gone as far as they could, 
and done every thing in their power to expe- 
dite the wishes of his Majesty.to the fullest 
extent, and as carly as possible. For his own 
part, he should not have undertaken the bu- 
siness, but that he thought he saw an anxious 
desire in the House on a former night to eman- 
cipate his R. H. immediately from those em- 
barrassments with which he was at present 
surrounded. While Ministers were continu- 
ally holding, forth, and while the House re- 
joiced to join them in congratulations to tie 
country on the flourishing state in which it 
now stands, the rank, the splendor, and 
dignity of the Heir Apparent ought not to be 
overlooked. If; we were to be splendid in 
our national establishment, if we prided our- 
selves on the magnitude of our undertakings, 
and on the extent of our improvements in 
arts, arms, manufactures, and commerce, is 
the vin of Wales alone, sor My Hon. 
» to live in a parlour of his palace, 
and be known to the ae of this Biontee 
only as a dignified personage in private life ? 
not suppose the House would longer 
endure such an idea. This was not a perso- 
nal question by any means, The public at 
large was interested, and deeply interested, in 
illustrious personage, who is the Heir 
t to the monarchy, being baa 
restored to that high rank and dignity in whic 


it is their and glory to see him. In 
bringing A ee this pete, he could as- 
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alluded, who, with so much honour to him- 
self, had, by the communicatiom he had made 
to the House, candidly acknowledged, ‘that 
notwithstanding his Majesty’s paternal kind- 
ness, and the liberal disposition of the House, 
he could not resume the rank and splendour 
attached to his dignified ‘station, till certain 
debts which he thought himself bound in ho- 
nour to pay were discharged. As an inde- 

endent Member of Parliament, he thought 
it his duty to appeal'to the House to stand 
forward at once, and extricate his R. H. from 
those embarrassments, and thus enable him 
to resume immediately that splendour and dig- 
hity which it was the evident wish of his. Ma- 
jesty’s message he should do, and which-he 
was certain it was also the wish of a great 
majority of that House that he would do. 
He should not therefore longer trespass on the 
time of the House than to read his motion, 
which he did to the following purport :— 
“ That the House,’ anxiously desirous to give 
“ full effect to the important objects contained 
“in his Majesty’s most gftacious message of 
“the 16th of February, do appoint a select 
“committee to inquire into the embarrass- 
“ ments of the Prince of Wales, and into the 
“ most effectual means of relieving them as 
*¢ speedily as possible, in order: to enable his 
“ R. H. to resume the splendour ahd dignity 
¢ attached to his exalted station.” 


' Mr. Erskin® said,’ the’Hon. oGent. who 
had made the motion had adverted'to what 
he had said on a former night. © °On' that.night 
he came into the Hote by accitent,:and on 
his entrance he found an'Hon.‘Member, who 
held an official'situation whder the Prince of 
Wales, reading in ‘his'place to the House the 
communication “whieh *his‘R. HJ had thought 
it his duty to make to theme»After that Hon. 
Member had performed ‘the duty imposed on 
him, the Hon. Gent. who’ had: jist: sat down 
gave notice of the’ motion’ ‘he mtended this 
day to bring forward; and he then, asa ser- 
vant of his R. H. thought it his duty td‘state 
to’ the House that the Prince ‘had expressly 
assured him he was’ perfectly ‘satisfied both 
with the gracious intentions of his:/Royal Fa- 
ther, and the liberal proceedings’ of» Parlia- 
ment, though he thought it@daty incumbent 


on him to! state to them, that’ he could not 


for some time’resume that ‘splendour and dig- 


nity they were desirous he'should do. At the 


same time he thought it necessary to add, 
that the motion; of which the Hon. Gent. had 
given notice, was altogether unktiown to the 
illustrious ‘personage ‘to whom it related ;_ be- 
cause, as that notice had been givem so imme- 
diately after the communication from his R. 
H. had been read, it Wr have been con- 
ceived by the public, had nothing been sai 
» that it was made with the Pritice’s pri- 
vity, and he would then have seemed to be 
variance with that satisfactiott which he ¢ 
préséed ‘hitnself to have felt at ‘the proctedin 
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of Parliament.’ Hé made this declaration now, 
he said, to shew’ why he had acted ag he did, 
in-order thatiit might ot be thought that*he 
meant to discounteiiance the motion. Proud 
us he was, and éver should be, in possessing 
the confidence, and acting as the servant of 
the illustrious personage to whom the present 
motion alluded, he had still a higher cha- 
racter to support, that of a Member of Par- 
liament; and as such he thought it necessary 
to give his reason why he had not spoken on 
the subject of his Majesty’s message. His 
Majesty did not ask any specific sum, but left 
it to the House to decide for the interest. and 
advantage of so near aud dear a branch of the 
Royal Family, The Rt. Hon. Gent. who was 
the organ of the Crown, in bringing forward 
the measure, had acted with that moderation 
which did him the highest honour, as it shewed 
his desire to comply with the wishes of his 
Majesty, and at the same time to make the 
pressure on the people as light as, possible. 
He did not think it proper to give any opinion 


at that time on the subject. It ‘does, howe | 


ever, now distinctly appear, that what is done 
will not be effectual. The present motion 
Was no censure on his Majesty’s message, por 
any criticismy on the conduct of Ministers; if 
it had been either of these, he should think 
himself bound to vote against it. His Majesty 
says, by his message to the House, Enable me 
to give that which will restore dignity to the 
Priace of Wales and the House assured his 
Majesty, by: their address, that they. wete 
ready todo.so. The sum, however, voted is 
not,sufficient for the purpose, amd the Hon, 
Member who makes the present motien is de- 
sirous to.remedy thé defect. This, therefore, 
is net a proposition from Ministers, but from 
an independent Member of Parliament; and 
its design is to shew our desire to support the 
monarchy. It is only to say, We desire to give 
hoe: Majesty more than you ask ; in, order to, 


ecp bp the splendour of the Prince, we de- | 


sire to add to that sum which your Majesty’s 
Minister has‘asked and obtained from the libe- 
rality of Parliament. Suppose the Rt. Hon. 
Gent. bad asked any specific sum, perhaps it 
might: have roused the recollection of some 
Memberss; andindiuced them to revert to the 
expenses’ of the war,’ and other burdens, 
which, certainly pressed on the people... He 
rose thus early, in order io’ chew, that, in the 
present motion there was no hostility to the 
message. He was. sure the Rt. Hon, Gent,’s 
disposition towards the Prince was not limited 
by the proposition he had brought forward, 
but that if Parliament chose to. add. te that, 
sum, ‘he -would ‘be’ as glad ‘as:any one to see. 
the Heir Apparent ‘relieved hi his. embar-. 
rassments. For his own part, he’ was hapny . 
to think that\this business Would be figally 
‘pettled, awithout-+he claims of the fist 
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Dacvanekaaid that thea cla Weald dmcouee | So 
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| Was,ithat the, Prince of Wales was entitled 
| to. the revenues,:of the: dutehy of Cornwall 
| from his, births .. Thisdoctrine shad never been 
contradicted by any dawyer!in that’ House, 
and had: received 'thetacit assent of Lord Ellen. 
borough,..whe, was ther Attorney-General, 
| It was clear that.the reason of that grant was 
_ for the sustentation, and dignity of the Prince 
j of Wales, independent ‘of the King. With 
_ regard to the revenues’of the dutchy of Corn- 
| wall, they had) been-received by his Majesty’s 
| Ministers, and jit was»no matter whether the 
amount was ascertained ‘to be any particular 
sum; the fact) was, that whether the public 
was indebted. to the Prince’ or not, this was 
| undeniable,..thatewe have now “a Prince of 
| Wales, at the age of forty, who has been no 
burden on. the public. ‘The sum granted in 
consequence of the message was such as the 
House thought proper for any’ Prince of 
Wales. The Rt. Hon. the Chancellor of the 
| Exchequer had, on a former occasion,’ stated 
, that, his .Majesty’s message had no connexion 
with, the; Prince’s claims. ‘The great object 
he had in view in troubling the House on the 
present occasion was, to remove all idea that 
the Prince, has any concern-or interest in the 
present motion; and he assured the House 
that.he. had no other anxiety on his mind 
than, an ardent wish that the public should 
not suppose -that,the Prince had received the 
| bounty of the House, and not acted accord. 
ing to.its intentions. in granting it, by imme- 
diately resuming ‘the dignity and splendour 
| which .were. the ammediate intention of the 
| grant.) 


— 








Mr, Furver ‘said, he had no doubt but 
_that,oun wise ancestors, in their wise tnsu- 
‘tutions, meant-to make the Prince of Wales 
independent. of. his father,. What does the 
Hon. .Gent.'. who made the motion ask :— 
Lonly, that, the! embarrassments of the Prince 
be inquired into by acommittee of the House. 
| What, had. been: the! effect of the deductior : 
made,..by: the; Commissioners? They ha 
tended ..to.,accumulate. the present debts, 
which the Prince thought himself bound 10 
honour to pay. He was astonished whe 
any reluctance shewn:to so fair a Auge 
as that, now. under! the wonsidcration of 
Houses, He\; was..icertain,’ had’ these Item’ 
which :had [been ‘struck off by the ga 
sioners,, been isubmitted to a jury ° ly 
country; they would have been Min ver i 
allowed,,| He begged pardon for having th} 
ressed; himself.. with, considerable warm N 
bis feeli uld reap seeder theres 
therwises twhen +he) reflected that 
peed ind wich thevmost elegant, aert 


and accomplished css tele qpenyerten 
wo Oe iF nant Boxronssaidythat he SON: 






ous.and: dig a: h hig rash in th 
6 fu ly enti ed him; but be then sp- 
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as a representative of the people, and it be- 
hoved Hiim-as such’ to’ be very cautious: how 
he imposed. any additional ‘burdens on them. 
It had. been ‘said, that we were not now ina 
state of, war; but-are we not, he asked, in a 
financial. situation yery: similar to that of 
a state of war? :No taxes have yet been taken 
off, except the income-tax, and in lieu of that 
others have been imposed, which weighed 
very heavy on the body of the people, par- 
ticularly the windew-tax. He then asked it 
this was a time to be laying additional burdens 
oi the people ?—hie desired the House to look 
at the present situation of France, to consider 
the immense army she kept’ up, and the 
gigantic exertions, she: was making to render 
herself the arbiiress of the whole of Europe. 
No man wished: more for the high establish- 
ment of the Royal Family than he did; but 
he thought the Prince would do himself more 
honour by giving up the trappings of royalty 
at this moment than by resuming them. For 
these reasons he was so thoroughly convinced 
of the impropriety of the present motion, 
that he ihought it his duty to move the pre- 
vious question. ' 


Mr. CuRwWewn observed that the propositfon 
met with his hearty concurrence. He was 
as unwilling as any mam to give his coun- 
tenance Or support to extravagance in any 
situation, however elevated ; but he thought 
tt unworthy the character or spirit of any 
Membcr of that House, to suppose for'a 


| moment. that any man could entertain the 


inost distant idea: of withholding his support 
to the becoming state and dignity of the Heir 
Apparent to the throne of the British empire. 
With this view he should support the motion 
lor a committee of inquiry, that:those in the 
secret might come‘forward and explain what 
was the obstacle: which prevented his R. H.’8 
immediate resumption of his state and dignity; 


that they, might, state. what was the amonnt 


of the sum which..eccasioned the ‘postpones 
met of an object so much thé’ wish of every 
man, he might say, in and out’of that House, 
the splendour and dignity of the Prinée of 


- 


Vales, 


Mr. Hittiarp said, that his’ R. H. had 
certainly. acknowledged, — witha” gratitude 
which beeomes-every son to his: father, the 
Kind attention of his Majesty ‘in osending his 
Mot gracious recommendation’to this House} 
and he hed thanked ‘the House for their like- 


tality’ towards him; but he also had declared’ 


that he would not. immediately resume’ his 
enity. He, would wish to bee ‘the Heir 
Pparent to the-crown of this united king+ 
fom, placed Jin. situation in’ whicly ‘he ‘has 
% been since the year n787e0 0! bye qmieust 
Mr. Jonysrone stated, thatthe felt himself 
und to object in the siost decided ‘mariner 


a 
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'to no man in respect for the Prince, whase 
/many noble and amiable qualities he acknow- 
iledged: but he did not consider himself at 
| liberty to consult his feelings in the disposal 
| of public money at a_ period when forty mil- 
‘lions annually were raised from. the subject,. 
\when even that enormous revenue was inade- 
quate to the expenditure ; and when, above 
‘all, we could only consider ourselves as pre- 
paring for another great. and arduous struggle, 
‘which was to decide even our existence as 4 
nation. When new burdens were to be im- 
posed on the public, he expected’ that it 
would be shewn what was the correspondent 
benefit which the public was to derive. And 
though he felt that to maintain in due 
splendour all the branches of the Royal Family 
was essential to the true interests of the 
country, he must contend that no arguments 
were stated to prove the necessity of revoking 
those arrangements which Parliament, after 
greet deliberation, had adopted-in r7g°. At 
that period a considerable ferment, a con- 
siderable degree of jacobinical spirit pre- 
vailed; and therefore it might have been ar- 
gued that it would be dangerous to abridge 
the Prince of any part of that. splendour, 
which certainly has its effect on the multitade: 
but now the whole people wefe united in 
loyalty t) the King, affection for the Prince, 
and attachment to the constitution; and what 
they chiefly desired to behold in the Royal 
Family was, a‘sénsibility of the many burdens 
with which they were oppressed. But other 
Gentlemen talked of the rights of the Prince 
resulting from the dutchy of Cornwall. ‘This 
question was discussed in 3795, when relief 
had been solicited from Parliament, and it 
then was the duty of the Prince to urge h's 
right, cr rely on the generosity of ihe public, 
He had chosen the latter; and it was not fair, 
after experiencing the liberality of tie country, 
to renew the claim of right. _On this, howe. 
ever, he was not inclined to insist, especially 
as in the last year the Prince, was cesired to 
present. his ‘claims to legal discussion. Why 
was not that discussion brought, to an issue ? 
No difference could arise, between the King 
and the Prince, as was stated: for the’ re 
venues having been applied to the: public 
service, the public was answerable, and the 
King had no more to do with the suit than. 
with any other in which he was made de- 
fendant in the way of form, But there existed’ 
another very good reason why. the suit should >” 
‘not be prosecuted: that; it could produce: ') 
nothing ; for, admitting the Prince entitled td) « 
the revenues of the dutchy of, Cornwall from °° 
the hour of his birth, the amount was aggyoog/.. 
Now dating the 12 last years of his: © 3!) 4 
minotity, there had been issued.) | atu 
by ar payments - + = ‘+ £ina8,o08'! 0? 
Extra payment -- = fl goyoob. 11158 


Half of 32,000/. paid joi tly to-she: oi rad, 2ni 
Duke of York and ims: € Jeo!) g6jooe™ 4 





° the motion, At thessame ‘time he yiclded 
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first nine years of his minorit 

were sooo/. per annum, which 

could scarcely be too much, as 

6000/, was now allowed for the 

Princess of Wales - - - - - £.45,000 
the whole expenditure was 239,000/. to be 
set against a receipt of 234,000/. during the 
Prince’s minority. But was this all? Phere 
had been paid 60,000/. on his coming of age, 
219,000/. in 1787, and 52,000/. in 1795, be- 
yond the fixed and regular allowances: so 
that on the whole there were payments to the 
amount of 570,000/. to be opposed to a claim 
of 234,000/. He stated these facts because he 
considered the people of England insulted 
when they were told that his Highness had 
made a sacrifice by condescending to accept 
between 2 and 3000/. If that measure was 
adopted, it proceeded from the generosity 
and liberality of the nation, for no claim of 
right did exist. It was fit and proper the 
public and the House should know the true 
state of this question, and he was conscious 
os had discharged his duty in stating these 
acts. 


Mr. Henry LASCELLES said, it was with 
sincere regret he heard that his R.H. could 
hot immediately resume that state and. dignity 
which belonged essentially to his exalted 
station. The people in the country could not 
understand the nature or legality of his claims 
on the dutchy of Cornwall, and he could wish 
that question had been decided, and not held 
over the House in terrorem. 


Sir WitttAm Geary said his R. H. pos- 
sessed a more elevated mind than to make any 
indirect application; it was therefore unne- 
cessary for any Member to declare that the 
present Motion was submitted to the House 
without the privity or consent of the Prince 
of Wales. But he felt himself bound by his 
duty as a Member of Parliament, to support 
the monarchical part of the government, and 
upon the same yea he thought it equally 
requisite that he should give every support 
in his power to the immediate resumption 
of that state of splendour and dignity which 
Should belong to the Heir Apparent to the 
crown. He had been told that the Prince of 
Wales could not penatety resume his be- 
oon ae} but, in his opinion, the 
Hon. Member said, we should do it, we 
should enable him immediately to resume, for 
our own sake, whatever it might cost. 
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something said of debts of honour: these 


claims were directly against the letter 
spirit of the regulation of 1795, and he thought 
it contrary to the manly spirit of that House 


to insist on inquiry. He should therefore 
vote for the previous questi 


Mr. Tierney said, that he felt no degree 
of sorrow that the present discussion had been 
brought forward; but was, on the contrary, 
happy that this opportunity was offered of 
delivering his sentiments on the subject. 
When the Report of the committee on his 
Majesty’s message was brought up, he, among 
other Members, was desirous of offering his 
opinion; but the House were told that they 
were pledged to go up to St. James’s with 
the address on his Majesty’s providential 
escape at three o’clock, and all discussion 
was therefore precluded. He could not help 
remarking on the impropriety of bringing 
forward the Report on a sybject of such 
magnitude on the day when the House being 
under the necessity of waiting on his Majesty 
at a particular hour, were prevented from 
fully and fairly canvassing the merits of the 
proposition contained in the Report. All the 
accounts were now on the table, and an op- 
portunity now offered itself of fairly consider 
ing the subject. In the remarks which he 
had now to offer, he might view himself asa 
Member who had been absent from any pre- 
vious proceedings on the subject, and who 
was left to gather all his information from the 
Journals of the House. In what situation 
would such a Member then find himself 
placed? On the Journals of the House he 
would find a message from his Majesty, ' 
commending the present condition of his R.H. 
to their attention, and expressing his com 
fidence that they would make such arrange 
ments as would secure the comfort and ae 
port the dignity of so distinguished a _— | 
of the Royal Family. He would find this 

n on the 
message followed up by a propositio his 
part of Ministers, professing to saetnd < 
object in view, and on the same ee hs 
would see an official communication eg? . 
R. H. stating in the clearest terms, that ot 
was the object of the proposition to ena 


4 +. dionity, it was not adequate 
him to resume his dignity, these circumstance’ 


Mr. Dent said, he believed it was the wish | this 


Prince should resume 
ag 
_Mr. Burvon was as anxious to promote 
she dignity of the Royal Family as ier other 
Member in “that House? but he had heard 


éf the House and cree Ba 
t style 
should attach to this exalted 


that the} 
of mag-| 
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e ‘Hihself46" vate for “Whatever ‘sums might be | him to resume his forrher ‘dignit peric 
a found be. still aindisch: irged'; “But ‘as “| is put to his state ‘of hinninatioh, inaeeon 
€ ct Ot, Parliament “he wi ed't6 ascertain | vision is assigned him without the smallest 
WH it the cirCumistindes were which prevented | explanation Of so extraordinary ‘a change 
re ‘the resumption of His ROHS splendour. The} Of the causes of this changé he knew a. 
result of any inquiry ‘ito the tiatie or-extent | thing ; but he now appeared as a represent. 
of those debts which either his honour or his | ative of the people desirous of some explana- 











ee ee oe 





ee - ite . | | @ 
| justice called oh him to'discharve, he was far!tion. But how was’ this ex ; 
: from dreading as likely td turi out unfavour- | obtained, unless by the eae or thes an 
¥ able to his R. H.'s character. Tistead of adhy | duction of papers, or the appointment Ag 
. thittg anworthy of that high’ sense’ of honour committee of inquiry? ‘his was the object 
his by whice his R. H. was'so remarkably distin- / of his Hon, Friend’s motion, and therefore 
a guished, ‘he"was’ fally “convinced in’his own ‘it should have ‘his cordial vote. His Hon. 
he rhinid that the explanation (would opily raise Friend had stated with the greatest candour. 
ne he in the esteem oF the public. Possessing, | that the motion was brought forward without 
th as he did, “the strongest attaclitient’ to the | the privity of his R. H, To state this, was 
tial ) +S He’ should not support ‘the motion | indeed almost unnecessary, as his R. H. after 
foe red he committee, if he did not think that |} the communication he had made to the 
“ t Pang s would be highly hohourable to his | House, could not come forward with any new 
_ conduct. For his part; he was ‘so firmly | application. When. in ‘consequence of a | 
ae . perstidded of this, ‘that he'ttatéd with perfect | message from his Royal Father, a proposition ot 
sing ane Pia that éven if the ‘worst enemies of | Was made for granting an annual ‘sum. of of 
ety the Pride Were pdt’ dh the ‘cdinmhittee, hey | Sosovel. im addition to the. income, he mow i 
rom warhe’t isCover no “tringattion ‘Of which he | possessed, it was impossible for him not to ide 
the Hie ‘a eloo ashamed, or which could injure | accept of this offer with eagerness and grati- ae 
i the deat Pe 4 aint uate a of the public. A great | tude. This was all perfectly natural; but A 
yo ie ad been said about the increase of the | the question next came to be, had any thing a 
Is r aa ‘the people, atid some Gentlemen | more ‘satisfactory heen atranged?_ Did ‘Geo- al 
, a se aeiatatenety desirous of agreeing that | tlemen who wished well to the monarchical Wy 
mn mtd re ue the income of his R. H. the | part of the constitution, think that:nd_o¢ea- “ea 
pte> eeaans , Oy es was afi addition to the bur-| sional burdens were to be submitied to, with rte 
who ‘ie | of the people. What was the state of} the view of increasing its dignity and sup- re 
ahs —~ aohmanl betwixt his R. H. and the public, | porting its splendour? Were not the splen- Rt 
sation h aa nr not ‘to know. ‘This, however, }dour and the dignity which the Heir Apparent om 
casei e now, ‘that during the last session his | was enabled to keep up, essentially connected ee. 
im te ‘ . A. aid lay before the House a proposition | with the honour and the dignity of the mo- ah 
res mac the amount of his claims, and | narchy? One Hon, Member (Mn Johnstone) of 
% H. i ey them to’ their judgment. It was not | had contended, that the Prince of Wales had iF 
- * pense gorge that’ an accouht ought to be | obtained from the public at different times ae 
ra “ oe all that was contended for was, that | Upwards of 560,000/.3 and that, therefore ah 
4 . , a boty not the competent tribunal ; that the | talk of the sacrifices which had beeh made by ‘ 
on levislat was one for the decision, not of the {his R. H. was to offer an. insult to, the ¢ 
id this ference to” how ofa cottt of law. In de-| country. This, however, was an ingultywhich ‘aa 
on the netic ea is decision, his R. H. prepared a | might be very cagily resented, and that was tet 
this petition, “which was laid before the. Lord | by shewing how the account betwixt his ReT ‘ 
i he tralia ean tach and the matter was’put into a} and the public actually..stood. When the ae 
‘om bis his’ R Pops udication. Tt did not appear that | whole account came to be fully examined Bis 
t if it to proteed: ad discovered “any “unwillingness | he did not believe that almost anyone £ Pe 
a sable | it P : with the suit; it did’not appear | these statements would be found to. be si ‘4 | 
fequale a iDeneetaane, src rath noe a Among the articles charged on the ihe 
, err ah ave ‘the matter brought to a| Prince to the public, were;, th , ia 
orm {ut issue; or that tie had! mide any application | his edubations.; Thine however, Bek telly ie 
eS 90 , * on his part, or submitted any over- |‘incorrect; as. the expensés,of; bis educati y an 
me etc y receiving 60,000/. as a condition of |»w def; Sage ducation yf 
,a mo relinguishi nh -foe + 13064 of were defrayed,| notwoyt of the, consolidated +g 
. tined wh ng alt farther proceédings.: But | funds, but paid. from the ciyil list... The. re- Ne 
incli ; en his ReHvhad'procee ed 50 far with his | ceipts ° fr h ere ¢ 
prong ie suit, when.-evety thi , P om t e dutchy ef Cornwall were at 
nation! termination, Mini ing announced a speédy de- | stated at 234,000/.; and to be deducted from ¥ 
intonest eect sae lide with this | this sam yhe, allowed the 125,000/., whigh had a 
"was to , sullichenthg a ' they thought that-his Rv Hs} been given, 'for the,paymeat of his R. H.'s 
; wei i ervnaia for his offences: Twelve | debts. The sums expended on Carlton, House 
grant baal enero rane ‘period“of his pro-| he could notiallow to be, fairly pl ter his 
ene and a half when atthe end of: seven yeats | R. H.’s account. If a Prince of Wales was 
is Ho™ oh tHe § ay the 3 of ‘his; clairhs |to be maintained at all, it was proper that 
n voi ‘whew tt trae shuts  MeeereioctsYpeoshonk! sis gunitigined in hi Bye. seifed fp 
U stint wasddie-to himiagewould: enable | turned out into the world without some ade- 
i * y 
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quate provision. The whole amount of the | 


sums which had been advanced for his R. H. 
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| many instances. which might. be produced, 
| It. would be recollected that the Hi office 
being fairly considered, it would, he con- | of Minister at War had been created in 1 
tended, be. found, that he was the least ex- | and that the salary of the Under Secretary 


796, 


pensive Prince of Wales who ever existed. of this department was fixed at r1s0o/, In 


If the accounts were fairly balanced, it would, 
he was persuaded, be found that 30,000/. 
was the amount of the whole of what had 


been advanced by the public by extraordinary | 


grants. True it was, that his R.H. had an 


annual revenue of 125,000/. assigned to him > 
in 1795: but this was what, from his rank | 


and situation, he had an indisputable right 
to possess. If, in the year 1738, the grand- 
father of his R. H. enjoyed a clear income of 
100,000/. 125,000/. would not be reckoned 
too ample in 1803, increased as was the price 
of every article of subsistence. He begged it 
to be understood that he did not speak from 
the knowledge of any incumbrances which 
existed on the establishment of his R. H.; but 


if a committee were appointed, and the re-| 


sult of their inquiries should be, that new 
incumbrances had during the last eight years 
accrued, this would not be matter of asto- 
nishment—it would rather appear the result 
of necessary causes. An Hon. Gent. on the 
floor (Mr. Fox) had on a former evening 
argued against the system of justifying incum- 
brances on the civil list, by considerations 
drawn from the depreciation of the value of 
money. In the general position which the 
Hon. Gent. laid down on this subject, he 
heartily concurred; but with the admission, 
that a depreciation to a very extraordinary 
degree had taken place within the last ten 
years, it was very hard that his R. H. should 
be the only individual to whom thé benefit 
of such an argument was not to be extended. 
Economy was the perpetual theme from some 
Hon. Members, but the manner in which 
this economy operated was rather singular. 
These economical gentlemen had, without 
the least evidence, granted 60,c00/. to his 
R. H. on the mere credit which they attached 
to the assertions of Ministers. They granted 
the money, but fhey would hear nothing of 
2 motion for inquiry. ‘his was a sort of 
economy very different from that which he 
had ever thought it his duty to preach or to 
practise. But had these scrupulous and eco- 
nomical Gentlemen never heard any thing of 
the increase of the salaries of persons in pub- 
lic offices during the few last years? He 
did not mention this with any view of object- 
ing to the increase; for, whatever were the 
views of economy which he encouraged, he 
had on all occasions been an advocate fora 
liberal provision to those employed in the 
public service. Without, therefore, meaning 
to infer any ground of censure, he only re- 





quested Gentlemen who were so pathetic on. 





increase of the public burdens, to recall 


“a . 


sir recollection to a few of these examples. 
of | n increase of salary, He might. just re- 
fresh their memorics by selecting one out of 


. 


four years after it was augmented to 2000/, 
which these Gentlemen would surely admit 
to be a considerable increase. within so 
short a period. He had already. stated that 
he was ignorant of what were the claims 
on the honour and justice of, his R. H. 
'which rendered the immediate resumption of 
| his dignity impracticable. Among these might 
be debts due. to individuals in foreign coun- 
tries, the legality of which was not admitted 
in this country, or the deduction of ten per 
cent. made by the,Commissioners, in the re- 
‘payment of which he might conceive his 
| honour implicated. If these were considered 
‘by the Prince as.debts of honour, his deter- 
mination to discharge them was surely laud- 
able in the highest degree. He professed to 
know nothing of-debts of any otber descnp- 
tion; but even if with an income reduced for 
these eight years, from, 125,000/.. to 60,000). 
a year, there should be, found. an increase of 
a few thousand pounds annually above his 
revenue, he should find no difficulty in giving 
his vote for the payment of such sums. Jn 
giving sucha vote, he should not. be guided 
by. indiscriminate liberality. While he was 
ready to admit the fairness of such an increase 
as arose out of causes, the operation of which 
every one experienced to a. greater or less 
degree, he should, as a faithful representative 
of the people, feel it his duty, to resist avy 
extraordinary demand on the public. A long 
Series of acts of kindness, on the part of his 
R. H. had impressed his mind with the wann- 
est gratitude; but at present he appeared 
the performance of his public duty. He 
f the dignity and 
stood up for the supporto g tb 
splendour of his R.H. but he, was to be the 
advocate of his dignity and splendour on'y 
so far as they were consistent. with the duty 
which he owed to his constituents. 4 ps 
position had. been made. by Nipisters , 
giving his R. H..an establishment ee 
his station; .which, from an_ official 4a 
munication, the House. were, assured ren 
tally inadequate to the end in view. A ie “ 
therefore, was in the possession of sey oe 
respecting the causes which rendere F aitf 
ReotCog Byte R. H. to resume his: ae 
immediately after the additional grant ee a2 
ferred. This secret the House had gy t dow2 
tains,and it was with this view that ewe 
with giving his hearty assent to the 


Sg easineetalh rot ! be- 
“The Cuancetror of the Excuegets 


by alluding to the. . 
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mained ‘a few moments after the Speaker had | his rank and situation in the community ; 
resumed the chair, he would have heard that | and that every measure consistent with public 
he*had moved for receiving the Report on | duty would meet with their cordial support, 
the subsequent day. This he had been in-/| if it had this object in view. He was not 
duced to do from respect to his R. H. by | prepared to contend that the House could 
avoiding all appearance of unnecessary delay. | not entertain any motion which offered for 
If, however, he had heard from any one | their acceptance a proposition more exten. 
Member any objection to receiving the Report | sive than that which was now the ground of 
on that day when the House was to go up| a bill which was in its progress through the 
with the Addréss, he certainly should have | House. This, however, he had no hesitation 
felt it his duty instantly to have yielded to | in affirming, that any proposition for paying 
this suggestion. If the Hon. Member had ' debts of his R.H. not included in the pro- 
then wished ‘to object, he had it fully in his | visions of 17955 could not, consistently with 
power; and if he did not choose to urge his | the regularity and independence of Parliament, 
objection, ‘then’ the fault was wholly im- | be received, Even if a vote for the appoint- 
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putable to himself. Having said so much on | 
this paar topic, he adverted to the | 
question immediately before the House. The | 
Hon. Gent. who had introduced the motion, | 
had stated that it was introduced without 
the smallest communication with his R. H. | 
but was the unbiassed result of individual | 
opinion. This was an assurance which was | 
hardly necessary on the part of the Hon. | 
Member. Knowing, as he did, the sentiments | 
and feelings of his R. H. on this subject, it | 
was impossible for him to conceive that he | 
should have given the motion the slightest | 


ment of the committee were now to pass, it 
was impossible that the House could stir a 
single step, or come to a single decision, with 
the view of raising money, without a previous 
recommendation from the Throne. He could 
state explicitly to the House, that he had, 
on the present occasion, received no such 
recommendation; and if the Hon, Gent. had 
moved for a committee to grant a sum for 
the payment of any debts contracted since 
1795, he should have felt it his duty to have 
opposed it. It never was the intention of 
any one of his Majesty’s Ministers to move 


countenance or support. Knowing, indeed, | for any proposition, the object of which was 
the manner in which those sentiments and | to provide for the payment of any debts due 
feelings had been declared, he needed no | by his R.H. beyond those, the payment of 
assurance of his R. H.’s total ignorance of | which was provided for by Parliament. It 
the motion now submitted to the House. He was not that the Members of the House, or 
had the satisfaction of stating in the most | individuals, might not admire that high sense 


explicit manner, that every part of the pro- | of honour, or of justice, which might induce 


- ceedings which led to the proposition which | him to make their payment an object indis- 


had been unanimously adopted by the House, | pensable previous to the resumption of ‘his 


was unreservedly communicated to his R. H. 
and had been honoured with his unequivocal 
approbation. ‘The account as it stood be- 
twixt his’ R. H. and his creditors, had been 
prepared and submitted to his inspection. ' 
The propositions founded on it’ had been 
communicated, and his R.H, had declared 
that they perfectly accorded with his wishes. 
If, therefore, his R.H. had condescended to | 
communicate any opinion on the subject of 
the motion, he had every reason to expect 
that he himself would not have been over- | 
looked; and as no Communication had been 
made to him,’ he was fully justified in con- | 
cluding, that it was'a motion to which his con- | 
hdential friends would not be disposed to. 
give their nt ars Proceeding to the more | 
direct consideration of the motion, the Rt. 
Hon. Gent. adverted particulaily to an obser- | 
vation made by an Hon. and Learned Member 
(Mr. Erskine), who spoke second in the debate, 
that the message of his Majesty ought to be 
amended; and that the House ought to carry 
further than the proposition of 

. “The Hon. and Learned 

Te . r — when he | 


: 





dignity ; but in their aggregate capacity they 
could ‘accede to no grant for this purpose, 
without compromising the dignity and the 
consistency of Parliament. Without this in- 
consistency the House could admit the va. 
lidity of no debts contracted since that period, 
since to admit them would be to cast a 
suspicion on that steadiness of opinion for 
which, throughout his reign, the Sovereign 
had been distinguished ; and to suppose that 
there were any debts not provided for by the 
act of 1795, would be to impeach the accu- 
racy of the account then taken; but the 
accuracy of the account continued undisputed. 
As to the debts du: to persons in foreign 
countries, he had only to say, that their 
validity had been already determined on, and 
they had been pronounced to be of a nature 
for which payment could not be demanded. 
With respect to all other claims, he had to 
state unequivocally,” that they were wholly 
provided for, with thé exception of one debt, 
which his R. H. ‘had taken upon himself 
Proceeding to thé consideration *of the claims’ 


of the’ Prince on the dutchy of Cornwall, he’ 


observed that he ‘was: not presi ou8 
enoug to think ‘that he: poss sed sufficient | 
és ct to ef ‘ C 
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might be permitted to say, that they were 
held doubtful by some of the first law au- 
thorities in the country, The Noble, Lord 
at ‘the head of the law department of this 
kingdom had not yet. pronounced.a decided 
opinion; but as often as he had found it ne- 
cessary to speak on the subject, his senti- 
ments had been unfavourable. With regard 
to the opinion of the Noble Person presiding 
over the law department in Ireland, he would 
not now state what was his opinion: thus 
much, however, he could say with safety, 
that Gent. who contended for his R, H.’s 
right were not entitled to satisfy their opinion 
by’ the idea that such high authority was on 
théir side. Having gone over these points, 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. reverted to some calcula- 
tions relative to the amount of the supposed 
claims of his R. H. These did not at all differ 
from the accounts we have already given (see 
p- 1291 et seg.) in our detail of the proceedings 
on the cansideration of the message. In con- 
clusion he stated, that as there was every rea- 
son to think that his R. H. was perfectly satis- 
fied with the proposition agreed to on a for- 
mer night, and as the appointment of the 
committee might be productive of great in- 


convenience, he should strenuously resist the 
motion, : ' 


Mr. Fox expressed great surprise at hearing 
the present described as an indirect question. 
Of ‘all 'the motions he had ever heard discussed 
in Parliament, the present appeared to him 
one of the most simple, and the most plainly 
deducible from his Majesty’s message. If the 
motion was, however, conceived to be of this 
direct nature, it had been attempted to be got 
rid of in a very odd way, by resorting to an 
expedient which was confessedly indirect, and 
that was by moving the previous question. 
The Rt. Hon. Gent. who spoke last had started 
several objections to the motion. Of these 
objections the most striking were, that it was 


impossible to proceed in the inquiries which | 


the proposed committee was to pursue, or at 
least to found any measure on the Report, 
without previously receiving the recommenda- 
tion of the Crown. ‘To this objection the 
answer was ¢asy. The motion, in the. first 
instance, had not any direct connexion with 
any grant for raising money. It. was besides 
to ‘be considered, that the general. constitu- 
tional L paseiple to which the Rt. Hon, Gent. 
had referred admitted of innumerable excep- 
tions. In every session it was almost unne- 
cessary for him to remind the House, that a 
variety ‘of measures were adopted in conse- 
quence of particular motions, which in their 


consequences involved a grant of-money 3 and 
this too without, any previous recommenda. 
tion from the Cro present motion 






S38 Wn, . 
one which obviously resulted from. 
nessage. He. did not pre- 
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da- | new, debts,, because the Hone of bit 
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presume; shat. the vdeseribed. in the #6 








blishment;should be formed for. his: Ri H. as 
would enable him to resume the dignity ade. 
quate to his illustrious station. For this pur- 
pose, the annual. sumof 60,000/. had. been 
proposed by his Majesty’s Ministers. A com. 
munication from. the Prince had. stated that 
this sum was, in the present situation in which 
he was placed, incompetent to this. object; 
and if, Gentlemen, on this ground, thought 
the provision inadequate, he begged leave to 
ask whether, in inquiring into the. cause of 
this incompetency, they were not, following 
up and obeying the object and spirit of the 
message? On aformer day, 60,000/. had been 
votedbe the House for the re-establishment 
of his. R. H.’s. splendour and dignity. From 
the highest authority it had. been stated ‘to the 


House that this sum was. inadequate, and . 


therefore the House had a right to know what 
circumstances prevented the resumption. of 
that establishment which was so much. the 
subject of general desire and. expectation, 
This, indeed, had been put in so clear a point 
of view by an Hon. Gent. (Mr, Tierney) un- 
der the gallery, that it was unnecessary for 
him to trespass long on the attention of the 
House. In the message of his Majesty, the 
House were apprized. of his anxious desire 
that his R. H. should, as soon as possible, be 
placed in a situation to resume his full: esta- 
The Prince had unequivocally 
stated, that certain circumstances operated as 
obstacles to the resumption of his dignity. 
What therefore was a. more distinct right, or 
a more plain,duty, than that the House should 
be apprized of the nature. of these obstacles: 
Was it thus to be understood, that, whatever 
the nature of these obstacles were, they were 
immediately. to be removed, and that the 
Prince was, as a matter. of course, to appear 
in all the splendour in which he ought to ' 
pear as Heir Apparent to the British ahr 
Certainly no such conclusion was, fairly to De 
drawn. Allthat was contended for was sim 
ply, that every obstacle, should be mee 
it could ‘be removed by the Members o! ! 

House in a manner consistent with the wi 
cise of their public.duty. If the obstacic 
were of that nature which could be a pl 
without materially adding to ,the burdens , 
the people, he should certainly feel ae . 
inclined to vote for discharging. pes A - 
brances, though he would not go 80 rs af 

Rt. Hon. Gent. to whose sentiments ‘ em 
particularly alluded. But. what cg 0 pee 
ture.of the obstacle was he had nat t or Chan: 
of discovering. A Rt. Hon, Gent. ( that the 
cellor of the Exchequer), had. said; these 
House were not at liberty tosuppose a ae 
ye had no right *° 
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gree of ingenuity it appeared easy to prove 
that it was. fundamentally..erroneous, The 
Hon. Gent. was, however, quite shocked at 
the ideas In,1795, the amount of the Prince’s 
debts: was calculated at 630,000/. and beyond 
this sum-ne-one,is to-venture to estimate. their: 
extent. The language of the Rt. Hon. Gent. 
was singular. The,» House were now, to be 
told that they were not even, to: suppose the 
existence of any excess beyond this estimate, 
and this too at a -time, when the existence of 
such, an. excess was fully ascertained. The 
existence.of some difference betwixt the esti- 
mate and the actual amount;was naturally to 
be accounted for. This was found in domes- 
tic economy,, even, in.the, smallest establish- 
ment. It was therefore, not to be wondered 
at, that under the circumstancesin which the 
amount of the Pringe’s debts was ascertained, 
an excess to.an,,amount considerably beyond 
the original. estimate should be found to exist, 
If, therefore, .such),an excess existed, on the 
face of papers and, documents already before 
the Houses it was not fit that speculation 
should be left.continually at. work on this sub- 
ject. The whale of the. business ought to be 
fully and unequivocally explained. As to the 
claims which his Re H. possessed on the pub-) 
licy.a good, deal, had. been advanced,: in the 
course of the discussion to which’ the matter 
had given rise. On the subject of the right 
of the Prince to the arrears. of ‘the dutchy of 
Cornwall, the House had heard from a Rt. 
Hon, Gent.(the Chancellor of the Exchequer), 
that the preponderance of opinion. was hos- 
tile to the right.. But it appeared that a series 
of continual set-offs were the principal argu- 
ments against the right. Was it, however, to 
be tolerated, that..if the matter had been 
brought to a fair discussion betwixt the Prince 
and his Royal Father, the claim of the expense 
of.education might have been set up and suc- 
cessfully pleaded? Such a plea never could 
have proceeded from the real lovers of mo- 


_ Narchy. The Hon. Member illustrated this 


part of the subject with his usual force of rea- 
soning and strength of argument. He ridi- 
culed the argument, that if the Prince’s claims 
had been fully considered, they would ‘have 
been found nugatory.. The simple statement 
of the case was, that the Prince was anxious 
for the prosecution of his claims; that the 
Matter was nearly brought to an issue, and at 
that moment Ministers had consented, by of- | 
fering a considerable equivalent for the sus- 
Pension of the process, though they knew 
~ the party to which this equivalent was. 
Olered, had not the slighest chance of suc- 


cess in the prosecution of these claims... The-} 


Canduct of the Prince on this occasion formed: | 
a striking contrast.to every. thing. like a disho- 
Petes mompromine,. Sensible: of the.-im- 
Portance of supporting.an establishment suits 
able to: his rank, he’ gra ived. the 
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consideration not less -important, and this his 
R, H. had attended ;to with still more scrupn- 
lous care. With thankfulness he, had received 
the offer. which the: unsolicited liberality of 
Parliament had conferred; but it was equally 
due to his own:character, and to the character 
of Parliament, to letithe public clearly under- 
stand the situation in which their liberality 
would place him. He had cautioned the House 
andthe: public:against: the «indulgence of ex- 
pectations which: at: this moment :it was im- 
possible to. realize. It-was impossible to con- 
ceive any Jine of jconduct more. calculated. to» 

raise his Rs Hs in-the,opinion.of every one Cas . 
pable of appreciating the -excellencies of cha-. 
ractere The Hon. Member, after dwelling ay 
good deal on:this ideay.proceeded-to state and » 
to compare the various:sums)advaneed in. be« 
half of his R. H. at different periods. He 
sheweds that. many. of >the incumbrances of 
his: Re He were the effect of) unavoidable¢ 
causes, and were the natural result of circume ; 
stances peculiar to his situation... At. this pe 
riod, when it was professedly the intention of ¢ 
Parliament to ensure the comfort 7nd support » 
the dignity of his:R.s H. according~to ther 
terms of his Majesty’s message, it. was essene « 
tial that he should be fairly and honourably- 
dealt with, If he was to be placed in thats 
fair and: unembarrassed. situation every loyat.; 
individual. so anxiously desired, it was but an ; 
act of common justice:that the nature-of the “ 
obstacles which obstructed this most desirable « 
arrangement. should be. satisfactorily ascer . 
tained. He saw no better way of ascertain- . 
ing their nature, than by the committee which 4 
had been proposed, and therefore it had his des . 
cided support, 


Colonel Grosvenor warmly supported the » 
motion, and earnestly hoped that something + 
might immediately be done to enable his R. H. 
‘to resume that kind of establishment in which ; 
his birth, and the nature of the constitution, . 
required him to be placed. 


throughout the whole of the transaction -his ; 
R. H. the Prince of Wales had been extremely : 
ill used. He anxiously hoped that the Hon.- 
Gent. who brought. forward the present moe. 
.tion would exert his best endeavours to acs: 
complish the object which it: had ii views 
The plan proposed by the Rt. Hon, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer must, in his mind, 
prove inadequate to place his R.H. in thatsituae . 
tion in which it seemed to be the general wish » 
of the House and of the nation that he should 
be placed ; for it should be recollected that 
p the. style-and splendour of a Prince of Wales’s + 
éstabhshment should be suitable to the dignity 
Patrons the United Kingdoms: 


| Lord STANLEY rose merely ito putia uese:, 
tion, .Whether all. the measures ‘which swere> : 








Sir W. W. Wynne «was of opinion, that: - 
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the affairs of the Prince of Wales, had re- | whatever might be the opinion entertained 


ecived the complete approbation of his R. H.? | some Gentlemen, he could ‘not help consid 


He, for one, understood it to be otherwise, 
or, at least, that some alteration, different 
from what he expected, had taken place in 
the manner in which the communication re- 
specting his situation had been made to the 
House. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUVER de- 
clared that no alteration whatever, of a ma- 
terial nature, had been made in the statement 
which his R. H. had approved of. The only 
omission, if any occurred, was of some. ex- 
pressions contained in the communication of 
1783, which were omitted because inferences 
might now be drawn from them, for which the 
present case left no room. 


Mr. Erskine observed, in explanation, that 
he was wholly ignorant of the tendency of 


the Hon. Gent.’s motion, until it was stated | 
to the House. The object of the motion | 


scemed to him to be, that a committee be ap- 
pointed to inquire into the amount of the sum 
which may be requisite to enable his R. H. to 
resume his household, and to offer that sum 
to his Majesty, in order that his Majesty might 
accomplish his wishes respecting the renewed 
establishment of his R. H. Upon this ques- 
tion he should give his vote as an independent 
Member of Parliament, and not as any way 
influenced by the situation which he held un- 
der his R. H. Much had been said about the 
opinion of our legal authorities respecting the 
claims of the Prince to the revenues of the 
dutchy of Cornwall during his minority. It 
happened that he was never absent, except 
once, when that question was under the con- 
sideration of the House; but he might ven- 
ture to say, that no one professional Gentle- 
man -had given a decided opinion against the 
title of his R. H. to the revenues of the dutchy 
of Cornwall; net even the Learned Lord who 
now so:ably presides in his Majesty’s court of 
Jaw. But all these opinions, to whatever side 
they might incline, were wholly foreign.to the 

resent question. It was his opinion that the 

ouse should enable his Majesty to fulfil his 
paternal and Royal intentions respecting his 
son’s situation; and that if the specific sum 
proposed was not sufficient to enable his R. H. 
to support and maintain his due dignity, the 
House should come forward and offer his Ma- 


jesty the.further means of accomplishing an 


object which his Majesty, the House, and the 
nation, seemed equally to have at heart. 


Mr. CAnninG said, he was not disinclined 
to vote for the motion ; but in voting for it, 
he'did not intend to pledge himself to concur 
in- the recommendation which might be sug- 

by the committee. His opinion might. 


si in @ great measure depend upon the citcum- 
’ stances which «the -report,'of that ‘comniittee 


might’ disclose, As‘ to the question: itself; 


é ef 
ing the Prince as completely passive in it. 


|The proposal did not come-from the Prince 
but originated in the advice of Ministers. 
| Whether, therefore, the application was ji] 
‘timed or not, or-whether it was consistent 
| with the regulation of 1795) he should not 


|now. consider: he was désirous that a vote . 


| should be given on the present question, with- 
| out looking backwards or forwards, but merely 
to the present question itself. The Rt. Hon. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer has proposed 
a certain.sum, namely, an addition of 60,0007, 
or 73,000/. to the income of his R. H. That 
sum is found inadequate to fulfil the object 
for which it was proposed, and here his doubts 
began ; for he felt anxious to know what was 
the precise chiect to be obtained, and what 
was the amount of the sum requisite for its 
accomplishment. On this point he was not 
prepared to deliver an opinion; but when he 
was informed of the sum to be proposed, and 
of the object to which it was to be applied, 
then he might be able to say whether the ob- 
ject was worth that sum or not. All he now 
knew was, that the sum proposed was inade- 
quate to the attainment of the object the ac- 
complishment of which the House had in view. 





ascertained, he should not pledge himself to 
any particular measure. 


Mr. FuLLER, in explanation, very warmly 
espoused the motion, and assured the House 
that nothing should deter him from giving It 
his most decided support. 


Mr, Go.tpinG expressed his conviction, 
that every means should be afforded to his 
R. H. to resume, as as soon as possible, the 
splendour and dignity suitable to his birth 
and rank, — i 


Mr. SHERIDAN, after the manner in which 
this question had been deprecated, and the 
manifest indisposition that had been shewn 
on the other side to enter into it, thought 't 
unnecessary to assure the House that it = 
not his intention to detain them long. ie 
questionably if a division were to take places 
he should vote for the original motion; but 
so little real difference of opinion did he se 
that he could have no apprehension of coming 
to a division. “There was but one object pro- 
fessed on both sides, and he was sure the “9% 
ner of attaining that object, though tt mee 
in the first “instance, strike Gentlemen F 
ferently; would not -ultimately be 4 para 
dissension. From -the- tardiness of the ®* 
Hon: Gent. (the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and*those abotit him, to: reply to the qr 
inente ‘of: his’ Hon. Friend (Mr. Fox), be 
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reason to-conclude that they erties ist 





d tone riche his R. Hy to-whicl 
aos diy entitlédé His’ Rs. upon the’ 


But until the precise amount of that sum was - 













TL RN ‘a 































sear 


ch 
he 
mn 
‘it 


Ine 
Ces 
put 
CC, 
ing 
ro- 
an: 
hts 
dif- 
> of 








PT SAL AOR SS NN IRE IES ATI ER 2 cer seat aapeeiee os aia Aaa 


; 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.—{Mancx 4.] (1349 i 


13.43] ¥ 
| 

cious intention conceived by his Majesty, and | the prosecution of the suit, and the legal ad Af: 
; ; : , ; ae a eer >t hie 
communicated to, the House by his Majesty’s | visers of his R. H.. who would give no advice i; ti 
} t Wy 


message, with the advice of his law oificers, | inconsistent with his honour. ‘The Hon, Gent. wifes 


adopted the resolution of abandoning. his | conceived it an insult to the public to suppose 
claims to the dutchy of Cornwall. ‘There | that there is any balance due to his R. H. on 
was no doubt but his R. H.’s advisers, as well | the arrears. He was as little inclined to insult 
as the one who had a seat) in that House (Mr. | the public as the Hon. Gent.; but he could HY 
Erskine), as the one who had not (Mr. Adam), | uot conceive the public so irritable as to fly ie 
had given his R. H. the advice most consistent | into a rage at being called on to enter into an 
with his dignity. But it was not for the House | account on a matter in which the best informed 
to consider that he, did not go on the autho- | persons were of opinion that there was a large 
rity of private communications; he was bound | balance against it. He gave the public credit 
as a Member of Parliament not to do so. Was | for more justice and less irritability than the 
there any reason to believe that his R. H. was | Hon. Gent. The indelicacy of entering into 
indifferent to the restoration of his rank and |-such an account had also been mentioned. 
state, or to the restoration to the same rank |He knew of no indelicacy in it, except, in- 
of that family which had shared. in his obscu- | deed, in the set-offs which Gentlemen made 
rity? Let Gentlemen look to the communica- | against the revenues of the dutchy. Was the 


et 
* aie 


ae 


_=-~ ; 
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F nase 


tion made by his R. H. and they would there | Prince to be told by his Royal Father, “ It is ‘ih 


find it acknowledged that he was not indif- | true, I owe you a large arrear accumulated 
ferent. This was not information from pri- during your minority, but I have to deduct 
vate duthority: the House had it from his R. | the expenses of your nursing and education: 
H. himself; they had it on the face of their there is so much for your cradle, and. so 
journals. All opinions. weve therefore agreed | much for your coral, and so much for your 
as to the object that was to be attained. His | pap, and so much for your books?” The 
Hon. Friend, if the form of his motion pro- | whole of the indelicacy was in this: the Prince 
duced any difficulty, would, he was sure, not | of Wales had shared the same education and 
hesitate to change it to the shape that would | the same maintenance which had been enjoyed 
be the least exceptionable. Let it be said that | by the Duke of York. They were both mains 
the House would consider of it. The Rt. | tained out of the Queen’s privy purse, and it 
Hon. Gent. (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) | was on the occasion of that maintenance that 
had said his R. H. was in a situation in which | Parliament had made so large and liberal a 


—— at eo 
- 


— - es 





it was not to be endured that he should con- | grant for her Majesty’s service. The Hon. 
tinue one hour longer; that he was in a situa- | Gent. (Mr. Johnstone) said, that the settle- relia 
tion in which he could not have that inter- | ment made in 1795 ought not to be changed, (4 i 
change of hospitality with the noble families | and that there was no reason why it should Meh 


of the country, which it was most material | not be continued in 1803. That may be a 
that the Heir Apparent of the Crown should | good argument, but it came rather too late; 
keep up; that he could not promote the arts, | it ought to have been advanced last week, 
patronzie talent, or contribute to the advance- | when the original grant on his Majesty’s mes- 
ment of those various laudable institutions for | sage was proposed. The Hon. Gent. held his a 
which the present time was so remarkable. | tongue then; and now, when his Majesty’s ae 
The House appeared to feel as the Rt. Hon. | message had recommended the object to. the 
Gent. did; but now, as something more was ; House, when the Chancellor of the Exche- 
required to .accomplish the object, was the | quer had stated that the object was so import- 
feeling of the House and the Rt. Hon. Gent. | ant and so desirable as to admit of no delay, 
to be altered 2: We were told that those things | when the House assented to the principle, 
must be endured for which there was no re-; and seemed to feel no other objection to the 
medy; but if there was a remedy, why should | measure proposed on it, than that it. did not 
2 great and confessed evil be longer endured? | go far enough, the Hon. Gent. came out with 
His attention to this subject had lately led him | this argument, which went, against the bill 
to look over what had been done in it in for- | brought in on the resolution; of the. House in 
mer times.. He had found in the former de- | every stage. The Hon. Gent. adduced a cu- 
bates a great deal of asperity, which he was | rious reason for not doing more now than was 
‘orry to find mingled with such a discussion. | done in 1795. He said it was particularly ne- 
He Was pleased to find that nothing of that | cessary that the Prince of Wales should keep 
kind had entered into. the present discussion, | up a greater state than in 1795, and haye more | 
With the exception of one Hon. Gent. (Mr. | trappings and Lords of the Bedchamber, &c. 
Johnstone), whose accuracy in figures had) because there was then a great number of Ja» 
fen complimented by the Chancellor of. the} cobins in the country. Thus, Sir, said Mr. S. 
Exchequer, though. that accuracy had com- | though we did not know it before, and Iam, 
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jo ~ te NS, 











menced in miscalculation, and ended in. false } afraid the doctrine will not find many adhe» ge 
inference. That Hon. Gent, declared himself }.rents among us even now, the Jacobins are. at 
ait that a compromise had taken place: he, |. the greatest supporters of the splendour. of . oa 
on the contrary, rejoiced at it, because much | the Royal. Family; and.as we are told,in the.» | hE | 

ate @Onseguence might, result from | fable of the two owls perched on a ruin, whe - Th chai] 
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‘the devastation passed by, “Long live King 
Massand, for while he reigns we shall have 
‘plenty of ruined villages;’’ so our Royal Fa- 
mily should say, “* Heaven send us plenty of 
Jacobins, for they are the best support of our 
rarrk, and’state, and dignity.”’ An Hon. Gent. 
‘opposite (Mr. Cartwright), and the worthy 
Baronet ‘near him ‘(Sir Robert Buxton), ‘said 


that trappings were of no importance, that | of the object desired without reference to un 
virtue was every thing, and they deprecated | 
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“said to’ each other when the tyrant who caused 





Of these things. The debts contracted since 
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different to ‘the resumption of his rank: he 
should be sorry he was, as‘he should not they 


‘have the ‘high opinion ‘of him that he had, 


The House may therefore well go a ctes' 
yond Ministers. It was no consideration 1) 
Ministers had done what they had, nor | 

that the Prince ‘had 2bandoned his clair. - 
the revenues of Cornwall-in consequence. L 
the House make its grant for the attainment 


y 


the assumption of rank and state accordingly. | 1795 might, it was true, be brought forward 


‘He ‘had no objection ‘to this doctrine, if the | 
‘system so early established, so invariably | 
Mairftained, and handed down to us by our | 


aneestors, was proved to be foolish. But let 


‘the rule be general, let not the splendour of | 


as debts which the Prince of Wales ought to 
acknowledge, but which he should be sorry to 
make known. There would be that difference 
between money voted for these debts, and 
that voted on former occasions, that no per- 


one be curtailed, while that of another is ex- | son would claim it( laugh.) There was 
tended. If, as a great man in this country (the | the Landgrave’s debt also, unless it could be 


Jate Earl of Chatham) had said, “ Every fea- | 


ther cf the royal bird aids his fiight,’’ though | 
he should not go to the length that Noble! it was clandestine-—/(A Jaugh.) 


supposed that he, like those creditors, con- 
trary to law, would fly from payment, except 
It surely 


Lord did, in saying, “that when they droop- ; would have been ‘much better for the Commis- 


ed, or were shed, the bird would fall to the | 
ground ;” yet all should be. cautiously pre- ' 
served. In order to bring this contending | 
system home to Gentlemen’s minds, let it be | 
applied to the House—let it be supposed that | 
the Speaker possessed sufficient ‘dignity, and 
commanded sufficient respect by those virtues | 
which it was acknowledged he possessed ; let | 
the chair be removed ; let the other badges be | 
stripped off; let that bauble (the mace) be | 
taken away; let the fine house that was build- | 
ing for him, in which he hoped he would 
soon entertain the Members with his accus- 
tomed hospitality and splendour, be demo- 
lished; let the state coach be laid down, and 
instead of proceeding in it to St. James’s, at- 
tended by a grand procession of Members in 
their private coaches, let him go on foot with 
the addresses, covered with a warm surtout, 
and honoured with the privilege of an um- 
brella in case of rain—/Loud bursts of laugh- 
ter.) Let the Judges be conducted by no 
sheriffs, or sheriffs’ attendants, to the assize 
towns; lect the Chief Justice go down in the 
mail coach, and the puisne Judges content 
themselves with travelling as outside passen- 
gers.— (A loud laugh.) Letthe Lord Mayor, 
instead of coming to Westminster Hall in the 
state barge, accompanied by the several com- 
panies in their state barges, let him come ina 
plain wherry, without any attendants; and in- 
stead of going back to feast on turtle at Guild- 
hall, with the great officers of state, and fo- 
reign ambassadors, let him content himself 
with stopping on his way back, and taking a 
beef-steak at Dolly’s chop-house.— (Loud 
laughing.) It was not ¢asy to have done with 
citing instances in which the abridgment of 
their happiness, which foreigners admire, but 
-which, according to these Gentlemen, are not 
egg and unnecessary in the Prince of 
ales, may be with great saving to 
the public. The Prince of Wales was not in- 








sioners, in the first instance, to have come to 
Parliament for an additional grant, when the 
original sum was found insufficient, rather 
than strike off ten per cent. indiscriminately. 
It could hardly be surprising that his R.H. 
should now wish to make amends for their 
inconsiderate deduction. He would hardly be 
suspected of having any interested view 1 
supporting this motion; and certainly he 
would not be suspected by those who recollect 
the declaration he made at that time. But he 
thought it a weak thing, that after we had 
voted away 250,000,600/. for the support © 
the thrones of Europe, an object in which we 
failed, we should not give r1c0,c00/. to main 
tain the dignity of our own, an object which 
we could not fail to accomplish. 


Lord Hawkessury contended, that whet 
ever might be the interpretation put sr 
conduct of Ministers on the present occasions 
it would evidently appear that it was age 
by no other motive but a strict regard to -% 
duty which they owed to his Majesty; f0 
Prince, and to the public; and that ed 
did not concur in the present motion, : oa 
because they did not imagine it to be O” 
lated to accomplish the object whic tie 
House had in view. But these were oe ‘e. 
points to which he was more particularly 7 
sirous to call the attention of the ete 
object in rising was to observe on the o sib 
in which some Gentlemen seemed to +o tte 
derstand his Majesty’s message rea hat 
present question. ‘There was noth ne 
message that went to shew, that SP ihc » of 
of 600,000/. being granted to the 4 on the 
Wales, his R. H. would be oblige 5 resume 
coon of that sum, immediately a ‘Jott 

is household, and the state and SP 
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taken into consideration the period which had 
elapsed since the adoption of those arrange- 
ments which were deemed by the wisdom of 
Parliament to be necessary for the discharge of 
the incumbrances of the Prince of Wales, &c. 
&c. recommends the present situation of the 
Prince to the attention of the House.’’—And 
again, that * Notwithstanding the reluctance 
and regret which his Majesty must feel in sug- 
gesting any addition to the burdens of his 
people, he is induced to resort, in this in- 
stance, to the experienced liberality and at- 
tachment of his;faithtul Commons, in the per- 
suasion that they will be disposed to take such 
measures as may be calculated to promote the 
comfort and support the dignity of his R. H. 
the Prince of Wales.’”? Now, in conformity 
to this Royal recommendation, Parliament 
had agreed to grant his R. H. the sum of about 
70,000/. to relieve him from his difficulties, 
and to promote his comfort; but nothing ap- 
peared either in the message, or the proceed- 
ings of Parliament wpon it, which made it a 
necessary consequence that the Prince should 
unmediately resume his household. The No- 
ble Lord then went into a defence of the mea- 
sure proposed by his Rt. Hon. Friend (Mr. 
Pitt), and adopted by Parliament in 1795, 
and contended that the present measure was 
grounded on the same principle. It was true, 
indeed, that his Rt. Hon. Friend (Mr. Ad- 
dington) was now desirous that his R. H. 
should be restored to the situation in which 
he stood previous to the arrangement in 1795 ; 
but with all the respect which was due to the 
feelings of his R. H. (feelings for which the 
House must entertain but one sense), yet was 
the House prepared to take cognizance of 
debts, with the nature of which the House 
could not be supposed to be acquainted ? or 
rather, on the contrary, would not their wis- 
dom dictate to them that they should not open 
any new account of any debts whatever? and 
in that opinion they surely would not press 
upon his R. H. the necessity of fesuming his 
household, until these debts, which he felt to 
Weigh upon his honour and justice, were fully 
discharged. This was the spirit and tendency 
of the measure now proposed by his Rt. Hon. 
friend (Mr. Addington) for the alleviation of 
— incumbrances under which his R. H. la- 
heating antihe trusted the prudence of the 
econ " direct them to adhere to the set- 
‘ of 1795, and not to open any new 

Ccount for debts, of the nature of which they 
a not judge as Members of Parliament, 

nd which should be left entirely to the ho- 
hour and prudence of his R. H. 


™ Jouy Wrorrestey declared, thatafter 
prego. minute consideration he could be- 
as on the merits of the motion, he could 
add Support it unless some farther proofs were 
to “ey to satisfy his mind. There appeared 
wwe an ambiguity about the whole of the 
‘business which called for explanation. In 





Vou, III 


whatever way he looked at it, he saw mucl 
subject for regret; and he was firmly con- 
vinced that another system should be adopted 
consistent with the dignity of his R. H.’s cha- 
racter, and the justice due to his claims. 
When it was contended in favour of the mea- 
sure, that both his Majesty’s Ministers. and 
the Prince’s servants were perfectly of the 
same opinion, he begged leave to say, that 
their agreement was not a satisfactory ground 
to induce the House to vote with them. He 
thought it his duty to oppose the previous 
question, and felt no difficulty in declaring that 
a further inquiry into a subject of so much 
importance was absolutely necessary. 


Mr. W. Situ said, that he thought 
not only a great ambiguity, but a great con- 
tradiction (if he might be allowed to use the 
expression), existed in what had been said. 
It was his wish that an inquiry might be gone 
into. When Gentlemen talked of the Princ 
living in a proper style, they meant, of course, 
that he should live as became the Heir Appa- 


rent to the Crown. A Rt. Hon. Gent. not. 


now in his place, had, on a former occasiou, 
moved that the income of his R. H. should be 
125,000/, a year. He had also, at the same 
time, moved, that 60,o00/. a year should ic 
applied to another purpose. For his own part, 
he thought that the true dignity and true com- 
fort of his R. H. were inseparable. The Hon. 
Gent. concluded by stating, that it was bette: 
to examine the question as it really stood. Le 
was against the previous question. 


Lord CASTLEREAGH said, that there were 
two grounds of objection to the inquiry: first, 
that it would be indelicate, because no di:- 
«inct grounds had been stated from the Prince. 
The second was, that it was receding from 
the principle laid down by Parliament.  I1is 
Lordship concluded by paying some very warm 
compliments to his R. H. 


The question was very loudly called for. 
The House now divided.—For the previous 
question 184—Against it 139.—Majority 45. 


List of the Minority. 
Andrews, M. P. Bagenal, W. 
Aubrey, Sir J. Barlow, F. W. 
Amyatt, J. Barlow, H. 
Adair, R. Boucherett, A. 
Alcock, W. C. Burdett, Sir F. 
Acheson, Hon. A. Barclay, G. 
Baring, Sir F. Bligh, T. 


Bernard, T. Bampfylde, Sir ¢, 
Brogden, J. Bouverie, Hon. FE, 
Birch, J. Cartwright, W. R, 


Beaumont, R. 
Bunbury, Sir C. 
Bent, R. 
Barclay, Sir R. 
Butler, Hon. J. 
Butler, Hen. C. 


Creevey, T. 
Canning, Rt. Hon. G. 
Cowper, Hon. Spence 
Calvert, N. 
Caulfield, Hon. H. 
Ccphane, W. 
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Curzon, Hon. R. 
Coke, T. W. 
Carberry, Lord 
Courtenay, J. 
Dillon, Lion. H, 
Dundas, Hon. L. 
Dundas, Hon. C. 
Dundas, Hon. G. H. 
Dundas, C. 
Dent, J. 

Dupre, James 
Erskine, Hon. T. 
Elford, Sir W. 
Falkiner, F. J. 
Fox, Hon. C, J. 
Fonblanque, J. 


Fuller, j. 





Manners, Lord C. S. 
Milford, L. 

Moore, G. P. 
M‘Dowall, Colonel 
North, Dudley 
Northey, W. 

Noc!, G. Noel 
Newcomen, Hon. J. 
Ord, W. 

Osborne, J. 

Obrien, Sir E. 
Odell, W. 

Oliver, C. S. 

Paget, Lord 
Porter, G. 

Petty, Lord H. 
Porchester, Lord 


Fitzpatrick, Rt.Hon.R.Palk, Sir L. 


Folkstone, Lord 
Forrester, Cecil 
Fellowes, R. 
Grosvenor, T. 
Gower, Lord G. L. 
Giles, D. 
Graham, Colonel 
Gunning, G. ~ 
Huntingfield, Lord 
Hurst, J. 

Hiliard, E. 
Hughes, L. H. 
Harrison, J. 
Hamilton, H. 

St. John, Hon. St. A. 
Kensington, Lord 
King, Hon. E. 
Lemon, J. 
Ladbroke, R. 

(La Touche, R. 
La Touche, J. 

La Touche, P. 
La Touche, D. 
Lubbock, J. 
Lemon, Sir W. 
Lenox, C. - 
Lambe, Hon. P. 
Lawley, Sir R. 
Macmahon, I. 
Miibanke, Sir R. 
Mathew, Lord 
Milner, Sir W. 
Monckton, Hon. E. 
Madocks, W. A. 
Manners, Lord R. 


Palk, W. 

Potter, P. 

Paget, Hon. E. 
Ridley, Sir .M. 
Russel, Lord W. 
Ross, Sir C. 
Richardson, S. 
Stanley, Lord 
Spencer, Lord R. 
Sheridan, R. B. 
Smith, T. 

Smith, A. 
Somerville, Sir M. 
Somerset, Lord C. 
Sibthorpe, H. 
Shum, G. 
Shakespeare, A. 
Smith, W. 
Tyrwhitt, T. 
Tarleton, B. 
Taylor, C. 
Thellusson, c. 
Thornton, T. 
Tierney, G. 
Vereker, C. 
Vaughan, H. J. 
Wrottesley, Sir J. 
Wynne, Sir W. W. 
Weston, c. < 
Willett, J. W. 
Ward, Hon. J. 
Wynne, C. 
Walpole, Hon. G. 
Wharton, J. 
Wilkins, W. 





0 See Sew 


a aa see 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, Mar. 7.—( See Minutes, fp. 403. 


[Ixish REVENUE. |—Mr. Corry moved the 
second reading of the Irish custom-duty bill. 


Colonel BAGWELL said, he was in general 
satistied with the explanations which he had! was another subject upon W 
received from the Rt. Hon, Gent. upon the 
subject of these duties; but still there were sane for th 
certain points upon which he required some | stated, that the regulations tc 
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further information, particularly with respect 
to the schedule of duties: he wished to know 


| whether they were the same as they were the 


last year? 


Mr. Corry said, he was always happy to 
give any Hon. Member the fullest information 
in his power. Upon a former occasion, he 
had stated to the House the differences which 
subsisted between the duties contained in the 
present schedule, and in that of last year. 
One of the alterations which it contained 
arose from a wish, on the part of Govera- 


/ment, to afford every possible facility and ac- 


/-commodation to the merchants. 


that some of the late duties were what were 
termed ad valorem duties, the others were 


rated duties; the consequence of which w2s, 
| that merchants were obliged to make two en- 
tries of the articles they imported—that is to 
Say, an entry according to the rate for the old 


new ones, 


duties, and according to the value for the 
Now, it was proposed in the pre- 


| sent bill to convert the ad valorem duty into a 


| rated duty for the convenience of merchan's, 


who would now only have to make one ent'y. 


| With respect to the duties upon drugs, they 


| 


—— 





were in some instances raised, and in others 
reduced ; and in cases where there were irtc- 
tions of a penny, they were generally raised 
tothe integral sum. With regard to the cu- 
ties on licenses, they were, as he had betore 
stated, in some instances raised. These were 
the principal alterations which were contained 
in the schedule; but he could not sit cown 
without expressing his thanks to the officers 
employed im this business, for the exertions 
they had made on this occasion. 


» Colonel BAGwELL. thanked the Rt. Hoo. 


Gent. for the explanation he had given, but 


said it was not altogether satisfactory: 5 
wished to know what were the additional Q ? 
ties that were laid on. He understooa a 
there was a great increase in the duty upon te 


the 

Mr. Corry said, that the duty upon © 

7a ‘eit was im some lis 
licenses for rectifying spirits was i $0 
stances raised from 2/. ros. to sé 

. nad n rustle 

Colonel BAGWELL said, he was a + this 

° . - — e s1daer tus 

fied in asking for further time to — of the 

subject, because it appecied Oe we of Ire 

4 ‘i e . e 3 The istiile 1€ a 

duties were doubled. 1 great extent 

“hls a3 larly 

° fae atin? a ic: at) 

and were in very great perfection, ae made 

about the city of Cork, — os cearcelf 

brandy, rum, and even liqueurs; oe Nich gett 

to ‘be distinguished from ees 4 were 

imported. The — = ct. But there 

¥ r 4% ovpject. - . 

| therefore a very materia a ie wished 19 

and that was with regu 


+ ant. had 
. Hon. Gent. “ 
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say a few words, 
the tax on windows. 
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of that duty were merely to subsist during 


the war, and that they were of course no | 


longer in force. He had looked diligently over 
the different acts of Parliament enacting this 


duty, and he found that they had been regu- 


larly continued in all the acts, and therefore 
he conceived that they were now 1n force. 


Mr. Corry, in reply, stated, that the re- 
gulation to which he alluded certainly was not 
nwin force. When the duty was first lard 
on, it was thought necessary to propose this 
ciause for the collecting of the tax, because it 
was the avowed purpose of the discontented 
people in Jreland to adopt every means in 


their power to injure the revenue; but the 


clause containing these regulations stated, that 
i: should continue tn force for three years, 
provided the war should continue so long. 
The Hon. Gent. might therefore make himself 
perfectly easy upon this subject; but at all 
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| proper dignity and splendour. 


events, this bill had no reference to the mode | 


of collecting the dutics; that would be the 
subject of other bills, and when they were 
introduced, the fullest time would be given for 
examination. 





(ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PRINCE OF 
WALES.}]—The CHANCELLOk of the Excue- 
OUER moved the third reading of the Prince of 
Wales’s annuity bill. 


Mr. Kinnarrp said, he wished, before the 
bill passed, to make a few observations; not 
that he wished to oppose the bill, for such 
were the sentiments he felt for the Royal per- 
sonage to whom it related, that he wished it 
to pass with the greatest dispatch. He enter- 
tained an opinion upon this subject, he be- 
lieved, in common with many Gentlemen in 
that House, and with many persons in the 
country, that the Minister, in bringing down 
the message, and in bringing in this bill, had 
made a very advantageous bargain for the 
country. But though that House ought cer- 
tainly to take care of the interests of the peo- 
ple, they were also the protectors of the rights 
and interests of the Prince of Wales. He rose 
now for the purpose of stating, that although 
‘Ae voted for this bill, it was with a protest 
that he considered it as not dwing above one 
half of what they were pledged to do by the 
inswer which they had returned to his Ma- 
Jesty’s message. He therefore protested against 
this bill being considered as a definitive ar- 
‘angement upon the subject, because it did 
not satisfy the intentions of his Majesty, or of 
“i¢ Prince, He wished to explain what he 
meant by using that expression. ‘The object 
of the message was, that such measures should 
o¢ adopted as would promote the comfort and 
Neport, the dignity of the Prince of Wales. 
ies re bill, though it would tend to pro- 
port th € comfort, certainly would not sup- 
port the dignity of the Prince of Wales. It 





' would, in his opinion, have been more candid, 


if, when the Minister brought down the mes- 
sare, he had stated what the message of the 
Prince of Wales had communicated to the 
House, viz. that the measure now proposed 
would not enable his R. H. to resume his dig- 


_ nity: he protested, therefore, against the bill, 


as not being a sufficient answer to his Majesty’s 
message. When he said the Prince was not 
satisfied with this measure, he did not allude 
to the personal feelings of his R.H. He meant 
that the friends of the Prince, that the public, 
were not satisfied with it. After the example 
of economy which the public had observed on 
the part of the Prince, he was sure they would 
feel gratified in seeing him restored to his 
He conceived 
that the public feeling was not satisfied, and 
that they called for something more than was 
proposed in the present bill. Upon these 
grounds he contended that the present bill was 
not sufficient, and therefore he laid in his 
claims not to be considered, when he voted 
for this bill, as preciuding himself from voting 
for any further measure that might be brought 
forward. 


Sir W:tLt1amM Doveen begged leave, be- 
fore the bill passed, to submit to the House a 
motion which he intended to have made on 
Friday last, if the House had not adjourned 
so suddenly. He wished to suggest for the 
consideration of the House, whether, when 
they were making this provision for the Prince 
of Wales (of which he highly approved), they 
ought not to come to a resolution, which, in 
his opinion, would tend most. essentially to 
support the dignity and comfort of his R. H. 
Ife was sure the Prince of Wales would never 
enjoy the outward splendour which it was pro- 
posed to restore him to, with that real and 
true comfort which he ought to do, unless 
his Royal consort had some share in that mark 
of attachment which the House was now about 
to shew to his R. H. He conceived there 
-ould be nothing improper in this proposition, 
because his R. H. had expressed himself ready 
to cubmit himself to the wisdom of Parliament, 
and had, with that noble ingenuousness which 
always marked his conduct, declared that he 
could not at present resume his dignity. The 
object of the motion which Sir William said 
he should submit to the House would be, to 
appropriate a small part of the annuity of 
60,000/. a year, which it was proposed by this 
bill to grant to his R. H for the better esta- 
blishment of her R. H. the Princess of Wales. 
His R. H. had supported his retirement from 
the proper dignity of his situation, in a man- 
ner that entitled him to general admiration ; 
and he was sure that Royal personage would 
think that one of the first calls upon his ho- 
nour would be, to take care that the Princess 
should have soine share in the bounty of that 
House. She had also supporied her retire. 
ment with the ae” dignity, and therefore 
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| highly approved the motion, and he was glad | 
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was fully entitled to that mark of respect and | that there were Gentlemen who had spirit 
attachment which he now proposed to shew. | enough to bring it forward. ai 


Jn doing so, he was sure they would do that | 
which would be agreeable to his Majesty; 
théy would prove themselves the true friends 


Mr. SHERIDAN said, he was surprised at the 
expression used by the Hon. Member, as he 


of his Royal house, and also give the strongest | could not conceive that any spirit was neces. 


mark of respect and attachment to the Prince 
of Wales. He should therefore propose a 
clause for appropriating a small part of the 
annuity of 60,0000/. a year for the better esta- 
blishment of the Princess of Wales. The sum 
he should propose to appropriate for that 





purpose, would be 6ooo0/. a year: he was sure | 
the adoption of that motion would be agreeable | 


to the whole nation. He concluded with 


/ 


sary to bring forward this motion; he was 
also surprised that there had been introduced 
into this debate any thing like warmth of lan- 
guage or vehemence of gesture [Mr. Kinnaird 
had, while he was speaking, accidentally struck 
the Member who sat below him, on the head). 
The House, he was sure, must feel the pro- 
priety of what had fallen from the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and he trusted that the 


moving a clause to that effect, by way of rider. | worthy Baronet would withdraw his motion. 


Colonel Stan ey said, he rose with the 
greatest pleasure to second this motion. Her 
R H. had conducted herse!f, ever since her 
arrival in this country, in the most exemplary 
and meritorious manner. He hoped most sin- 
cerely that the House would adopt the mo- 
tion, and that they might have an opportunity 
of paying their tribute of admiration for her 
conduct. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUER Said, 
he hoped his two Hon. Friends Would not 
persist in this motion, which he was convinced 
was made with the best motives. With re- 
spect to the virtues and conduct of her R. H. 
the Princess of Wales, there was, he was sure, 
but one sentiment in that House and in the 
country. But it was their duty to recollect 
what was due to the Royal person to whom 
this bill alluded, and whilst they were giving 
him a proof of respect and confidence, he 
hoped they would not imply, by adopting the 
motion now proposed, the possibility of their 
entertaining a suspicion of his conduct: for 
the adoption of this proposition would cer- 
tainly imply a doubt of that which the House 
ought not to doubt. If, therefore, the Hon. 
Baronet would not consent to withdraw his 
motion, he should feel himself bound to op- 
pose it. 


Sir WiLttiaM Dovesew said, if he thought 
the clause he had proposed tended to imply 
the least doubt of hi R. H.’s conduct, he cer- 
tainly would be the last man in the House to 
propose it. He had made the motion upon 
the ground, that his R. H. had thrown him- 


self entirely upon the wisdom of Parliament; | 


and he thought his R. H. had rather that this 
measure should proceed from a resolution of 
that House, than that it should be his own 
act. It was upon that ground, and because 
he conceived it to be a debt of honour due 
from that House to the Princess, that he made 
the motion. 


Mr, Martin (of Tewkesbury) said, he 


| 
| 








An Hon. Member had stated, that th Prince 
was not satisfied with this measure, but he 
afterwards explained distinctly what he meant 
by that expression. The Prince was certainly 
grateful to the House for this mark of their 
bounty, and would be grateful for a further 
mark of it. With regard to the suggestion 
contained in this motion, he hoped there was 
no person in that House who supposed that 
the Piince would resume his dignity without 
the Princess; and he could assure the Hon. 
Member that a suggestion of that kind to the 
Prince was not necessary either from him or 
from the House; but as the Prince must now 
continue to apply the same sum of money to 
the discharge of his debts that he had done tor 
some years, no increase could take place Jor 
some time. ‘This, however, furnished ano- 
ther reason why Parliament ought to enable 
the Prince and Princess of Wales to resume 
their dignity. 


Sir W. Dosen then consented to with 
draw his motion, and the bill was read a third 
time and passed, and sent to the Loras 10 
their concurrence. 


SE 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Wednesday, Mar. 9.—( See Minutes, p: 403-) 


THE KING’s MESSAGE. ]—The order 0! 
the day for taking his Majesty’s message "0 
consideration being read, 

Lord HozartT rose to move 
his Majesty on the occasion. 
that he could not entertaip the s1 
with respect to the motion which h 
have the honour to submit to the rn est 
felt himself justified in anticipating ¢ : ‘A 
perfect unanimity in the present instanc se 
communication is made from the pescew™: 
that the most extensive military Prcpa'h 
were making on the coasts of here ene 
land; and also, that important disc gp 
were pending betwee 
French government, t 
very uncertain. In such 
hardly believe himself j 


an address to 
He observed, 
smallest doubt 
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that a difference of opinion could prevail as to | 
the line of conduct proper or necessary to be 
adopted. In a partial consideration of the 
subject, he by no means wished to disguise | 
from their Lordships—indeed it was a point 

of which they must in general be well aware, 
namely, that there existed reasons for thinking 
that the state of certain of the French posses- 
sions abroad was such as might warrant or | 
call for the preparations that were making by | 
France, independent of any hostile designs | 
which possibly might, be harboured by her go- 
vernment; but they must also at the same time 
see and feel for the situation of their own 
country; and that, while discussions of the 
utmost importance are depending, they could 
not be justified in not taking those precautions 
which the security and honour of the country 
required. With respect to any detailed expo- 
sition of those discussions, he could hardly | 
think that at the present time any thing of the 
kind could, with any shadow of propriety, be 
expected from him. He conceived it sufficient 
to say, in the present instance, that he saw no 
necessity for the discussions not terminating 
satisfactorily; at the same time, it must be 
perfectly obvious to the House, that it was | 
the duty of Ministers to be prepared for the | 
alternative. Jt was certainly the earnest wish | 
of Ministers not to see the tranquillity which | 
subsisted between the two countries inter- | 
rupted; but they at the same time hoped that | 
nothing would be wanting on the part of the | 
country to enable them to maintain that tran- | 
quillity in a way consistent with the honour, | 
the security, and the true interests of the Bri- | 
tish nation, the spirit, the energy, and the re- | 
| 
} 





| 


! 





sources of which, he doubted not, would be | 
successfully exerted on such an occasion as | 
the present. Under these impressions, he would 
no longer detain their Lordships, but move an 
address to his Majesty on the occasion of his 
most gracious message. ‘The Noble Secretary | 
of State then moved the address, which was 
couched in the usual form, echoing his Ma- | 
jesty’s message, and fraught with assurances 
of the cordial support of the House. 


On the message being read from the Wool- 
sack, and the question put, 

Earl SPENCER rose, chiefly, if not entirely, 
for the purpose of signifying his full approba- 
tion of the proposition just now made by the 
Noble Secretary of State. He anticipated with 
the Noble Lord the most perfect unanimity on 
the occasion, and felt with him cordially as to 
the right line and system of conduct which 
as proper to be pursued on such a crisis as 
the present. Hie also felt that in the relative 





situation of Great Britain and France, there 
oe circumstances, that, under whatever 

egree of uncertainty, called for the measures 
er length resolved upon by his Majesty’s Mi- | 
en The present crisis in which this coun- 
‘FY Was invelved, he held to be of that import- 
Ace and magyitude, as to render him confi- | 
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dent there was not a man in that House, or 
scarcely an individual in the country, who 
would not join in offering to spill the last drop 
of their blood, or to spend their last shilling, in 
support of its honour and its most essential 
interests; for his own part, after the uniform 
and decided opinions he had so frequently 
given, as to the relative situation of the two 
countries, it could be little expected that a 
firm and vigorous system of conduct should not 
meet his full assent and approbation. He could 
not, however, at the same’time avoid observ- 
ing, that he should feel more satisfaction if 
the Noble Secretary of State had, not only for 
the satisfaction of the House, but for that of 
the public and the country, explained a little 
fuller the situation of the moment, and ad- 
verted to those circumstances which have pro- 


| duced such a sudden and marked alteration in 


the tenour and complexion of his Majesty’s 
councils and measures. He would repeat, that 
his own opinions on these points had been 
long formed. He was perfectly satisfied that 
a system of conduct like that now resolved 
upon by Ministers, was that most likely to 


| conduce to the preservation of peace, a wish 


in which all true friends to their country must 
unite. A system of firmness and vigour was 
much more likely to ensure the continuance of 
peace, than that line of conduct heretofore 
adopted by Ministers. Indeed, in his opinion, 
the only chance that now remained for the 
preservation of that blessing, was the effect of 
the measures now proposed: of concession, and 
attempts at soothing our late adversary, we had 
had too much. Had this line of conduct been 
adopted earlier, in all human probability no 
necessity for it would exist at the present mo- 
ment. However, as matters stood, he hailed 
this first appearance of spirit and vigour in 
the national councils with joy and gladness, 
as the only means left for our salvation. He 
had at present nothing farther to offer; but 
upon an occasion of such great importance 
and magnitude, he could not give a silent 
vote, consistently with his feelings of duty, or 
the dictates of his conscience. 


Lord GreENvILLe said, he had but a few 
words to offer on the present occasion. He 
cordially agreed with what fell from his Noble 
Friend who spoke last ; but, like him, the part 
he had always taken with respect to similar 
discussions, prevented him from giving a silent 
vote. He thought with his Noble Friend, that 
the adoption of the system now about to be 
acted upon was the only one that could pre- 
serve the blessings of peace to the country; 
he was likewise of opinion, that a system of 
firmness and dignity, if earlier acted upon, 
would have ensured the continuance of peace, 
and certainly have obviated the necessity of 
such an incipient system at present. It was, 
he was firmly convinced, only because such a 
system was not earlier adopted, that the con- 
tinuance of peace was now questionable, 
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However, its adoption even now, would af- 
ford to the country the best chance for the 
maintenance of that blessing; but at the same 


time he had to observe, that the conduct of 


Niinisters in the present crisis should be such, 
as to cnable the country to teel and know its 
real situation ; by which means, if the injus- 
tice of our adversary rendered it necessary to 
call forth the full powers and resources of the 
country, they could be used with the greatest 
vigour and effect. ‘The reasonings of that day 
were warranted by the experience of the last 
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sion, no serious apprehensicns from our late 
enemies were declaredly entertained by Mini 
sters, though, notwithstanding these declars. 
tions, they thought it necessary to propose an 
Increase Of our establishment: at that time 
every thing was doing or done in France, 


nee e 
HLL, 2G 


| tully as at the present moment, when cuch ce. 
| Ti0us apprehensions seemed to be entertai 


as ‘ IT ed 
Phey should be given to understand at lea 
what it was that had thrown such a new co. 


_lour on the pretensions of the enemy; what 


‘ 


eighteen months; they had seen the conse- | 


quences resulting from a system of concession 
and meanness, in which ail thcir attempts at 
conciliation only elevated the arrogance and 
the prctensions of the French government. If 
there was any chance remaining for the pre- 
servation of peace, it would proceed from the 
measures now resorted to; at the same time 
it was with regret he had to consider, that in 


sters, if we were now driven to the alternative 
of war, we should have to meet a state of war 
under many and great disadvantages. Ces- 
sions the most important and valuable had 
been made with a view to operations either of 
an offensive or a detensive nature: these con- 
siderations should not withhold his concur- 
rence from the present motion; on the con- 
trary, he rejoiced at this first appearance of 
sound political wisdom and vigorous deter- 
mination on the part of Ministeis; he hoped 
such a system would be acted upon with due 
energy and perseverance. Upon the whole, 
the motion had his hearty concurrence; and 
he was confident there could be no diiference 
of opinion in that House on such an occasion. 
They were in the present tiistance simply called 
upon to concur i measures for strengthening 
the hands of the King with necessary powers, 
at a crisis wherein discussions of acknowledged 
importance and magnitude were pending, the 


result of which was known to be uncertain— | 


they were called upon no iarther. His Lord- 
ship concluded with expressing his hearty as- 
sent to the motion. 


The Eari of Moira, in expressing generally 
his concurrence in the motion, observed, that 
his support was rather qualified by the seem- 
ing backwardness in the Noble Secretary of 
State, to give that degree ot explanation which 
he thought necessary, and at the same time 
unexceptionable ; there were of course certain 
reservations, and these proceeded chiefly upon 
the following grounds: First, they were by no 
means satisfied that the causes which induced 
Ministers to come as they now did, did not 
exist even long before: the conduct of the 


French government in many respects was well | ; de would bes 
| for instant war!’ Such a moce % | 


known. They were also unsatisfied whether 
the crisis said to be now arrived might not 


have been prevented or obviated if earlier | 
taken up, and the attention of Parliament | 


called thereto. 


At the close of the last ses- |! 





change there was in the situation of France. 
or in the tone held by its ruler. Some inti. 
mation of these should at least be given, in 
order to enable them to judge of the extent of 
the proceeding now going on. Perhaps to 2 
certain degree these explanations might be de. 
clined, on the ground that speaking too fully 
out might give umbrage to the ruler of France: 
umbrage to that new Hannibal, who has sworn 


| or the altars of insatiable ambition an eternal 


enmity to this country! He would ask, ho 
this man never shewn any disposition to in- 
duce unfavourable sentiments and conduct, 0: 
ihe part of others, against this country? Atte: 
expatiating some time on the manifest dispo- 
sition of the First Consul of France agains 
Great Britain, he contended that we shou'd 
place ourselves on the defensive, but ina c3- 
nified attitude; that we should be prepared 


for the worst; that we shou!d betray no mar. 


| forward manfuliy, and shew ourselves not 


whatever of despondency or dismay, but cone 
afraid of the result of the alternative of we’. 


wry 


5 A - 
A genuine and useful spirit should be snc\ 


by our government, and not an empty para 


of valour; for if the First Consul had really 
advanced so far in his system, as avowedly to 


render such precautionary measures necessal® 
on the part of our government, he had lost ai 
hope of its stopping there; their conduct 1 
‘such case should be such, 2s in effect to ap- 


| they would be willing agai to plunge into 


peal to the sense of the French nation agains 
the ambition and injustice of its ruler; to 
them fairly see and decide, whether, mm cont 
quence of the headstrong passions of one Mars 
t 


The effect of suc 
ee 


the calamities of war. 
line of conduct, if any thing of that ene 
could, would be to restrain the ambition © 
the First Consul, and to induce hin serion”, 
to pause before he should proceed to a f 
ties. A decied tone and vigorous system © 
policy on our parts, would more oaetioe 
other be likely to prevent hostilities aise 
the two countries: such, in fact, . a a 
have the effect, comparing little thre” 
great, of preventing a quarrel between ye 
manly Englishmen—“ On such terms Evot 

wish to remain at peace ; but set yoeehe sical 
such a place, and I shall consider It asthe * 


‘9 
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yen 
‘hae 


, —— eace 
canduce to the preservation of Pe despot 
with a country governed by the most cesy 


. i +ant obiec™ 
ruler, With respect to any importam™ © 
in a train of negotiation, be ¢ 
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be improper now to inquire; but he hoped 
that information respecting those would, as 
soon as practicable, be laid before the House, 
[ as the people should, as soon as possible, be 
apprized of their real situation. Considering 
the subject in another point of view, and urg- 
ing the policy of vigorous preparation, his 
Lordship observed, that we should not calcu- 
late upon the attempts of Buonapartc, accord- 
ing to those principles or motives of conduct 
which actuated any other man. We should 
make up our minds, as to the probability at 





™ §@©«>. least, of attempts upon this country; but for | 
» these we should be prepared; we should look | 





$ the danger full in the face; and more, we 
4 should let our adversaries know that we are 
F etermined. ‘Their boast, * that Eneland 
me so determined. ieir boast, that Enelanc 
Ge cannot contend single-handed against France,” 
Se = should not go unnoticed. Whatever purpose 
Se «they might have against us was, perhaps, when 


Me =0we -were encumbered with what they would 
a call assistance. But how stood the fact? It 

Pi was, that when we were single-handed with 
Se France we were always successtul, and of this 
% he thought his Noble Friends near him (Lords 
= Nelson and Hutchinson) afforded a good prac- 
ticalillustration. But above all, our adversaries 
should be made to understand, that if econ- 
| tending with them in this country, we most 
ee confidently looked for signal and decisive suc- 

s cess. In such a possible contingency, the 
safety of the capital should be especially looked 
oe to. We should not talk of the impracticabi- 
Te lity of invasion; we should consider the ex- 
tent of coast possessed by, as well as the cha- 


ae 


with. Therefore, what was possible was prac- 
uicable, and what was practicable we should 
consider as likely to be attempted. We should 
4 consider that in such a contest we should be 
Oe =«playing our last stake. Such a contest should 


‘em or official practice of war: if so, we were 


the energies of the people and the country, 
should be called forth and fairly brought into 
action. The first object of the enemy in a 
descent, would doubtless be the capital: its 
sccunty should be first looked to. <A great 


to be understood; and so circumstanced, he 
was of opinion, the officer commanding the 
British force ought to lose his head if he did 
not come to an action with the enemy before 
they reached the.capital. In such a crisis, the 
destruction of one army ought to be risked 


« “se points, and urging the necessity of se- 
curing the capital especially from attack 
‘mong other ill effects of which, the temporary 
elation it might give to the few disaffected 
coon should be guarded against), he again 
: ked the superior policy of vigorous prepara- 
ons, and a determination to be prepared for 

Worst; and, above all, to assume that 
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me ‘acter of the adversary we had to contend | 


hot be managed under a common-place sys | 


lost indeed! but the streneth, the resources, | 


A a , . ; 
and powerful army should be stationed be- 
tween it and the coast; this he would wish | 


against that of the other. After dwelling upon | 


(13,8 


tone and attitude which should convince the 

‘enemy that no invader that should set his foot 
in this country should be suffered to return to 
tell of his fate. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
; 
' 
} 
} 


observations upon the general subject. He 
contended, that Great Britain was of herself 
amply capable of asserting her honour, main- 
taining her dominions, and preserving her in- 
dependence. In sucha contest she needed no 
ally. Let republics court the alliance, or unite 
hemselves to the Great Nation; the kingdom 
of Great Britain, under the auspices of its so- 
| vereign, aided by the spirit and resources of 
its people, would stand alone, and in a dig- 
nified attitude. It was then unnecessary, as 
well as obviously improper, to enter into the 
discussion of certain points adveried to by the 
| Noble Earl, though in another point of view, 
the forbearance of that Noble Lord to inquire 
was hichly entitled to approbation. He trusted 
that due confidence would be placed in Mini- 
sters on the present occasion, as it was but 
fair to deem of them that they would not 
rashly throw away those blessings of peace 
which they had so greatly exerted themselves 
to attain and secure. He could assure his 
Noble Friends t his Maiesty’s Ministers 
were as anxious for the preservation of those 


blessings as any men possibly could be. 


| The Earl of WESTMORLAND made a fev 
| 





lL, 4 
{ 


Lord AucKLAND expressed his conviction 
that the steps lately adopted were not unad- 
ised] " that no wish whatever was 
y Ministers to plunge the coun- 
try again into the calamities of war. He ad- 
| 
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verted to the colossal strength of France, and 
to the great extent of her continental posses- 
sions or influence, and scouted the principle 
advanced on the part of France, that Great 
Britain had no right to interfere in the con- 
cerns of the continent. ‘There were several 
| instances, as illustrated by his Lordship in 
| argument, where that interference would be 
| not only justifiable, but laudable. After com- 
| menting some time on the prosperous situa- 
| tion and circumstances of this country, and 
| her ability, in every point of view, success~ 
fully to cope with France, his Lordship ac- 
verted particularly to the financial concerns 
of England, which, he observed, it was of 
| late so much the practice to depreciate in 
France: it was to evince to the world, and to 
that country in particular, the unprecedented 
prosperous financial situation of this country, 


. 


that he moved for the various accounts which 
were then before the House. To establish 
| the positions adverted to, the Noble Lord en- 
| tered into a variety of financial calculations, 
| from which he deduced, tHat the country now 
possessed, 2iter a discharze « f debt, anincome 
of not less than seventeen millions a year. This 
| income, in consequence of various operations, 
| was increasing from day to day; and a rapid 


rast 


progress was making in the liquidation of debt. 
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Added to these considerations was the im- 
mense territorial possessions of Great Britain, 
particularly in the East Indies, and which na- 
turally increased the magnitude of her strength 
and resources. These were leading and im- 
portant facts, which his Lordship observed, 
could not be too generally known, and with a 
reference to that publicity, he originally pro- 
posed the discussions he had alluded to, 


After a few words in explanation between 
Lords Moira and Auckland, the question was 
put, the address was voted nem. diss. and the 
Lords, with white staves, ordered to wait 
upon his Majesty respecting the same. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, Mar. 9.—(See Minutes, p. 404.) 


[THE kinG’s MESSAGE.]—-The CuHan- 
CELLOR of the ExCHEQUER moved, that the 
order of the day for taking into consideration 
his Majesty’s most gracious message be now 
read; which being done, and the message 
read by the Speaker, he moved, “ That this 
«¢ message be now taken into consideration,” — 
Ordered. 


The CHANCELLOR of the Excuequer then | 


rose to propose an address in consequence of 
his Majesty’s most gracious message, which 
the House had just heard read from the Chair ; 
and he felt perfectly confident that the appeal 
which his Majesty had thereby made to the 
wisdom, the public spirit, the liberality, and 
the fortitude of his Parliament, had not been 
made in:vain. ‘There were two points to 
which his Majesty’s message referred: that of 
military preparations on the coasts of France 
and Holland, and the discussion now subsisting 
between his Majesty and the government of 
France: either of those points, separately con- 
sidered, would have required a great degree of 
vigilance and circumspection on the part of 
his Majesty’s government; but both com- 
bined, required still more of their vigilance and 
attention. It had been stated to the House 


by his Majesty, that the preparations in the | 


ports of France and Holland are avowedly di- 
rected for the purpose of colonial services. 
That, Mr. Addington said, it was possible, 
and he hoped probable, was the purpose of 
these armaments; but on the authority of his 
Majesty, it was also stated, there were dis- 
cussions of great importance still subsisting, 
the result of which must, as it was obvious to 
the House, be uncertain; his Majesty had 
therefore made his gracious communication 
to the House; for the House must be aware, 
that, however inoffensive these armaments 
might avowedly be towards us, yet they might, 
under circumstances, be applied to another 
purpose, and which it was of the utmost im- 
portance to our interests to counteract. With 
respect to the discussion referred to in his 
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Majesty’s message, he trusted the House 
would not expect that he should enter into 
| the nature, still less the detail of that disens. 

sion; but he had the satisfaction of thinkine 
‘that the result of that discussion might be 
consonant to the true interests of this country ; 
if, however, unfortunately such should not be 
the result, his Majesty, conscious of the good. 
ness of his cause, had expressed a determina- 
| tron to refer to the great resources of the coun- 

try, the wisdom of the councils, and the pride 
of the nation, in support of the honour of his 
crown and the essential interests of his peo- 
ple. If that unfortunately should be the re- 
sult, the House might be assured they should 
be possessed of every topic which could cast 
light on every subject which might be desired 
to come under discussion, on the conduct of 
his Majesty’s government, from the momen! 
of the ratification of the treaty of Amiens to 
the present moment. With regard to the n- 
ture of the measures to be adopted in conse- 
| quence of the present state of things, he was 
| not disposed to enter, at present, into that 
| subject; but it would readily occur to the 
House, that there should be some augmenta- 
tion of his Majesty’s naval force, and probably 
some increase to our internal security, for the 
latter part of which he had reason to imagine 
that an intimation would be made by his Ma- 
jesty to his Parliament; that he had resorted 
for that purpose to the constitutional force, 
by embodying the militia, It would indeed 
be matter of regret, that those who had em- 
ployed themselves during a long war, and ha¢ 
already done so much, should now be called 
on to make additional sacrifices; but he hac 
no doubt, if requested on such an occasion, 
they were sacrifices which would be cheerfully 
made: but here he begged it to be understoot, 
that all which was stated in his Majesty’ 
message had reference to a system of defence, 
and was only matter of precaution. poet 
sanguine enough to hope, that on this day rm 
House would give proof of an ‘unanimous - 
termination to enable his Majesty to adop 
such measures as were essential to the true ~ 
terests of the country. He should aye 
pose.to convey the sentiments of the + . 
in terms by which any individual shou i. 
pledged or committed to any ee ; 
or by which the discretion of ca perenne 
be pre-engaged ; but he trusted that w nt ‘ 
Gentlemen’s sentiments might be on sol” 
the measures of Government, ve porter 
terms of the peace, or the supposed ad “ oncut 
of a state of war, yet that all er we she 
in supporting the motion he shou oe 
honour of submitting to the Houses | 
stance of which was to assure nes - 2 - 
that he may rely on his ~omneeee as may 
porting his Majesty in such _— crown a 
be necessary for the honour of He then 
the essential interests of his peop!*- pstance? 
moved an address to the following “ 
“ That an humble address be pres¢? 
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«‘ Majesty, to thank his Majesty for his most 
“ eracious message; to assure his Majesty 
“that his faithful Commons are impressed 
« with a full sense of this fresh proof of his 
‘« Majesty’s unceasing attention to the welfare | 
“ of his people; that, under the present cir- 
« cumstances, they could not hesitate to con- 
“cur with his Majesty in thinking it expedient 
“to adopt additional measures of precaution 
“for the security of his dominions; that 


“ though the preparations to which his Ma-| fore say but a very few words. 


“ jesty referred were avowedly directed to co- 
“ Jonial service, yet as discussions of great 
“ importance were still subsisting between his 
“ Majesty and the French government, the 
“result of which might be unceriain, that 
“they partake of his earnest and unvazying 
“ solicitude for the continuance of peace; and 
“that his Majesty might rely with confidence 
“on their exertions to enable his Majesty to 
*‘ adopt such measures as circumstances might 
“require, for supporting the honour of his 
“ crown and the essential interests of his peo- 
“ ple.” 


This address being read, and the question 
put, ‘ 

Mr. Fox said, that no vote had ever been 
given on any occasion, and particularly by 
him, in such complete and utter darkness as 
that which was now proposed. ‘To thank his 
Majesty for his gracious communication, to 
concur with him in the support of the honour 


of his crown and the essential interests of bis | 


people, were propositions which it was mo- 
rally impossible to oppose. The message 
stated two grounds: first, the ground of the 


armament in France and Holland: this was | 


matter of fact, capable of proof, and there- 


fore must be supposed to be correctly stated. 


The next was the ground of discussion: and 
here he was entitled to avail himself of what 
had been said by the Rt. Hon. Gent. in the 
opening of this subject to the House, which 
was, that the address did not pledge the 
House to any thing. His Majesty stated there 
were subjects of discussion: he did not give 
to the House the remotest hint what they 
might be, whether in Europe, Asia, Africa, 
or America; upon no part of which did he 
£lve any opinion whatever. He must assume, 
that whatever he stated to be of importance 
was of importance; but he had no means of 


forming his opinion upon it; he was left in a | 


State of entire darkness. That they.were ready 
to thank his Majesty for his gracious ¢om- 
munication, and ready to join in any mea- 
sures whith might be necessary to support the 
“ienity of the crown and promote the welfare 
of the people, were propositions in this ad- 
dress to which he ‘gave his assent most rea- 
Gly; but not further, without some informa- 
ton. Having said this, he would add, that 


. y One who would carefully examine the pre- | 
nt state of ‘the Britivh empire, would feel | 
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essential to this country to avoid the calami- 
ties of war as the present, and therefore, if 
we were involved in war by any fault of Mini. 
sters, they would be more guilty than any 
other advisers or counsellors of this or any 
other country. 


Lord HawkeEspury said it would not be 
necessary for him to trouble the House long 
upon the present occasion, he should there- 
In one part 
of his speech, the Hon. Gent. who spoke last 
had rather misapprehended his Rt. Hon. Vriend; 
he meant, in the two objects he had stated, 
that of the preparations of armaments in the 
ports of France and Holiand, and the discus- 
sion remaining between his Maiesty and the 
government of France. The Hon. Gent. 
seemed to think his Kt. Hon. Friend had 
| stated, that one of these grounds only was fit 
| ground for this address, whereas what his Rt. 
Hion. Friend had said was this, that one of 
these grounds was sufficient for the circum- 
spection and vigilance of Government, but 
that both combined, that was, the prepara- 
tions and the discussion, called for something 
more, and required that Ministers should ad- 
vise his Majesty to send the present message 
to the House, and to exert that caution and 
that vigilance. As to what the Hon. Gent. 
had said upon the address in the latter part of 
his speech, he agreed with. him that the ad- 
| dress did not pledge or commit the House to 
jany thing. As to the subject of discussion 
| which might at present be subsisting between 
'his Majesty and the French government, he 
| would repeat what his Rt. Hon. Friend had 
already stated. Jf this discussion should lead 
| to war, it would be the duty of Government 
ito lay before the House all the information 
| it could, as to the causes of the war and the 
;conduct of Ministers: he would go further, 
and say, it would be right, under the present 
circumstances, not to confine it to objects im- 
mediately depending, but he should wish most 
| anxiously, that the whole conduct of Govern- 
‘ment, from the conclusion of the definitive 
treaty to the present moment, should be fairly 
laid before the House and the country. He 
| was satisfied, on a review of that conduct, his 
| Majesty’s Ministers would have no reason to 
repent of it; and when that came before the 
House, he should be ready to enter into the 
discussion of the whole or any part of that 
conduct which any Gentleman in the House 
might think proper to require. Under the 
present circumstances, however, he thought 
no advantages could arise by entering into the 
measure of negotiation at present, or events 
that antecedently took place: that would 
now answer no useful purpose. . The ad- 
dress, if it pledged the House to any thing 
upon it, might embarrass the,House. The 
address pledged the House to. nothing but that 
to which the House was ready to assent at all 
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taining the dignity of the Crown and the essen- 
tial interests of the country. 


Mr. WInpDHAM assured the House he had 
NO intention to claim its attention long. He 
agreed with an Hon. Gent. who spoke before 
him, that the House was put into rather an 
hard situation, because it was called upon to 
actin the dark: he did not think it was suf- 
ficient for the House to be told, that hereafter 
they shall be in possession of the ground on 
which the present proceeding was proposed, 
‘The House ought to be in a situation where it 
might have some knowledge of events in a 
crisis so considerable; the House ought to 
know something upon this subject, instead of 
proceeding upon a nullity of information; for 
upon this matter which now occupied its most 
Serious attention, the House knew literally no- 
thing: it was told only in general terms that 
exertions are necessary. The House indeed 
knew that very considerable armaments had 
been made, and a great change effected in the 
system of what was called peace. He must 


therefore enter a species of protest against the | 


mode now adopted (the necessity being, in h's 
opinion, such as to-call for it, and requiring 
exertion), that the force proposed to be used 
should be used merely as defence: now all 
species of force might be so used, especially in 
the first instance ; but it was here of the last 
importance, when great force was necessary, 
to know what that furce was, because pru- 
dence might require force of different sorts in 
different circumstances: there was some that 
was in its nature defensive, and defensive 
only; that must be the case of the militia; but 
for the imterpretation of the present vote, no- 
thing more need be said than that the House 
concurred init. They pledged themselves to 
nothing but that which had been already stated, 
and in that no man could have any difficulty. 
Here he should have ended, if it had not been 
for some observations made on the other side 
of the House. It was said on a former occa- 
sion by an Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox), that peace 
was his policy and first wish, said Mr. Wind- 
ham, and that war was mine. ‘I am at pre- 
sent in no state to say, | cam be in no state to 
say, whether war would be expedient or not; 
if it were necessary to come to an opinion, no 
conclusion could be drawn from the concuct of 
those who were the most vehement opposers 


of the F pigs what their opinion would be | our honour and dignity, 
‘h 


now. 
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wise, in proportion to the conviction of his 
mind at the time he Opposed the peace. He 
might be the less ready to catch at war now 
than he was then, because he might be of Opi- 
nion that we had lost the opportunity which 
might have been then afforded, and therefore 
persons entertaining the opinions which he did, 
would consider this as a very serious matter, 
An Hon. Genr. (Mr. Fox) had often said, that 
no evils conld be stated which were equal to 
the evils of war. He believed that it now be. 
gan to be suspected, perhaps felt, that there 
were dangers in peace as well as in war, and 
they might go on as rapidly too in that state 
as the evils of war, and might lead a country 
into that state in which no war could stop 
them. Now he would beg leave to observe 
to the Noble Lord who spoke last, that there 
was a double responsibility attached toa mi- 
nister, that of making an improper peace, and 
also that of making an improper war: the 
danger of the one might in some cases be equal 
to the danger of the other. Consigning this, 
'as he did, completely to his Majesty’s Mini- 
sters, he could only remind them of their re- 
sponsibility, and that it applied to either side, 
the alternative of peace or war. 





Mr. SHERIDAN said, that there was some- 
thing very extraordinary in the speech of the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. who had just sat down. That 
Rt. Hon. Member had stated, that he might 
fez] an extreme reluctance in agreeing to a War 
at present; that he had been a vehemev' “A 
poser of the peace, and that by being so, he »4s 
necessarily seluctant to our now going [0 +e 
He understood the Rt. Hon. Gent by vest 
mean, that this country had, by agreeing to! 
peace, incapacitated itself from going to "3. 
The Rt. Hon. Gent. had also said, that we were 
not now able to renew the war; he had even 
stated, that we were not now able todefend ou 
selves. Such language had certainly ete 
by the First Consul of France, but he ~~ - 
expect to hear it re-echoed by any mem Z 
the British House of Commons. paren 
had observed great moderation o" - “ 
ance, in order to maintain peace 7 nt ie 
peated insults and provocations ren caer “4 
cessary for usto gato War, single- “a ale 
we were, yet he had the most per'es’ 
‘dence that we should be able to con” 
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at they should be supposed to be | dual in this country would be ready he Prince 


glad of what was now proposed, that they ex. the illustrious example of his R. H.t 


ulted in it, and would catch with impatience at , of Wales, in determining 
any prospect of the renewal of the war, would , sideration of personal co 
us un- | modation, when the inter 
| was at stake, and with for 


be a conclusion as false in reasoning, 
founded in fact.” The very reverse was the 
fact; he who was a vehement opposer of 
the peace of Amiens, who had no reason 
now to alter the opinion he gave then, but 
abundant reason to adhere to it, might ne- 
vertheless not conclude now that war could 
be made with advantage : he might think other. 
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said, for he had given no decided opinion 
whether this country ought to go to war or 
not. 


Mr. CANNING gave his cordial support to 
the address, as it pledged the House to nothing 
but that in which all members were agreed. 
He was unwilling to suppose that Ministers, 
in the conduct of the discussions now depend- 
ing, were exposed to censure; he wished to 
suspend his judgment till they had an oppor- 
tuni'y of explaining to the House the circum- 
stances of their conduct. Ministers had pro- 
mised this explanation, which, indeed, was 
what the House had an undoubted right to de- 
mand, In the manner in which this assurance 
had been given, there was something on which 
he found it impossible not to animadvert. 
The House were assured, that if, unfortu- 
nately, the discussions now depending should 
terminate in hostilities, Ministers would feel 
it their duty to explain the whole cause of the 
Negotiation: but no assurance was given of 
this explanation in the event of an amicable 
adjustment of the points in dispute; the House, 
however, had as clear and undisputed a right 
to explanation in the one case as in the other. 
The message from his Majesty had excited 
throughout the country the greatest anxiety 
and alarm; and the public, as well as the 
House, were entitled to be apprized of the 
circumstances on which the expediency and 
policy of such a proceeding was tianded. He 
must be allowed to say, that a refusal to give 
such an explanation would be a striking evi- 
dence of the want of that good understanding 
which ought to exist between the people and 
the Government. On the part of the people 
there had been of late manifested a great de- 
gree of docility, a strong disposition to give 
Ministers credit for the purity of their inten- 
tions and the uprightness of their views. It 
Was fit that this disposition should be met with 
rea of a corresponding spirit of con- 
fidence afid openness of communication. ‘Mi- 
nisters, however, seemed determined to act 
on a perfect!y different principle: they ap- 
eared studious of mystery sad concealment. 
The address was of the must interesting nature ; 
it referred to subjects of the highest national 
importance, Nothing hke confidence was to 
be seen, however, on the part of Ministers ; 
they put the House and the public in possession 
of no one circumstance which might account 
for measures of new and extraordinary prepa- 
ration. Never, he veritured to assert, was so 
important a measure proposed on the grounds 
Which were made the foundation of the pre- 
Sent address: alarm and anxiety were excited, 
and the grounds of this anxiety and alarm 
Were carefully involved inobscurity. Heshould, 
ME ty support the motion, putting in, as 
tne in the strongest manner, his claim 

emand a full and satisfactory explanation 


of the grounds wi 
peri od” of the address at a subsequent 
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The CHancetitor of the FxCHEQUER, 
in explanation, alluded to what had fallen 
froma Rt. Hon. Member (Mr. Canning), who 
had stated, that no information had been pio- 
mised to the House, except in the alternative 
of war, and that no communicution would 
have been made but in that event. He begged 
leave to state, that he had given no pledge 
whatsoever; but this he would say, that what. 
ever might be the event, he disdained the re- 
serve which had been imputed to him, and 
that he never would withhold any communi- 
cation from Parliament upon any subject rela- 
tive to the public interest, which might be 
communicated with a due regard to that in- 
terest. 


Mr. T. GRENVILLE rose to make a few 
observations. upon what had fallen from a Re. 
Hon. Gent. respecting the answer which had 
been given by the Minister. He admitted that 
which he was sure was felt by every Member 
in that House, that upon such a subject as this 
there ought to be no dissenting voiwe; but a 
question had been put to the Ministers, whe- 
ther, in any alternative except that of war, 
they intended to lay any information before 
the House? To this question the answer was, 
that no pledge whatever had been given upon 
the subject. Now he could not help observ- 
ing, that the very mode in which this answer 
had been given, was a satisfactory justification 
of the Hon. Member who had put the ques- 
tion. Having said thus much, he begged to 
observe, that no man was more unwilling than 
himself to enter into any discussion whatever 
that could operate to retard, or even to throw 
a shade upon the resolution which had been 
proposed. He did feel a great deal of embar- 
rassment on his mind as to the ignorance in 
which the House was placed on this occasion 5 
for when Government proposed to the House 
an address, which the Rt. Hon. Gent. had de. 
scribed as containing no pledge whatsoever, 
yet the House must be supposed to be pledved 
in the customary manner to the facts to which 
they assented. He could not help remarking, 
that if on the one hand unanimity was felt to 
be so desirable, yet on the other the effect of 
| it would be considerably lessened in the eyes 

of all mankind, if the present vote did not 
i convey the tangible opinion of, every man in 
that House: for so it must be when the House 
voted an address without any information re- 
Specting facts. Wirth these few remarks he 
should conclude, assuring the House that there 
was no man in it more ready or eager than he 
was to Carry upto the Throne the answer con. 
tained in the present address. His mind was 
certainly impressed with sentiments of great 
anxiety upon this subject, but he trusted that 
the measures now proposed would be of a 
nature to produce peace and tranquillity. 





The Arrorney Generat said he could 
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curred in the vote should wish to lay in his 
protest against giving any pledge as to the 
future sentiments he might think proper to 
adopt. He thought nothing could be more 
reasonable, than that at a time when a message 


of this sort was brought from the Throne, and | 


when the House was called upon to express 
its thanks for the gracious communication, 
those Gentlemen who were of opinion the 
statement was not sufficient to justify the war, 
should lay in their claim to express their sen- 
timents, whatever they might be, on a future 
occasion 3 but he could not help thinking, that 
the House had no reason to deem itself hardly 
dealt with by information being kept back, 
when, in fact, no information had been called 
for, and when the question to be considered 
was only a communication from the Throne, 
stating there were certain measures which ren- 
dered it necessary for us to make defensive 
preparations and hold ourselves on our guard, 
and when it was expressly stated too, that a 
satisfactory communication would in due time 
be made to Parliament. The Hon. Member 
who had last spoken had said the message 
seemed to augur well, because it manifested a 
disposition to exertion; but he thought he 
might as well have spared that observation: it 
inferred, that no conclusion the House should 
adopt could be too violent. With respect to 
what had fallen from a Rt. Hon. Gent. behind 
him (Mr. Canning), he answered him a little 
prematurely, as to the disposition he had anti- 
cipated of his Majesty’s Ministers withholding 
any communication up6n the subject. ‘There 
had’been no disposition expressed by his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers, that, in the event of war be- 
ing unnecessary, no information would be laid 
before the House. Whether such information 
should be laid before the House, must depend 
upon circumstances. When it was pressed 
for, if it was withheld, it would be in the 
tid of any Member to demand it; and the 
Flouse, if it thought proper, would enforce 
its production. He would not prolong the 
debate, except by mentioning one circum- 
stance. ‘he Hon. Gent. he had mentioned 
seemed to have recurred to the opinion he 
had expressed respecting the calamities pro- 
duced by the conclusion of the definitive treaty 
of peace of Amiens, on the ground that it was 
calculated to promote a war; and that, in the 


_ event of this country going to war, we should 


be so crippled, that the circumstance of having 
had peace would be attended with the effect 
of rendering a future war more difficult. He 
waglly disagreed with him. He maintained 
that the opinion of the people at large, going 
aloug with the opinion of Government, upon a 
question so important as the present one, was 
infinitely more to be considered than the pre- 
cise state of the proportion of military force 
referring to the period when peace was con- 
cluded. If it should-ultimately turn out that 
thisconntry should be oblized to renew hosti- 
Lties, the Government, “he had no deubt, 
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would be able to state to the House, that those 
hostilities had not been provoked, and that 
they could not, by any proper, temperate, 
and honourable conduct, be prevented. If his 
Majesty’s Ministers should lay before the 
House this state of the case, he was persuaded 


| that the spirit of the country would be in uni 


son with that which actuated his Maiesty’s 
Ministers; and that the absolute necessity of 
renewing hostilities, would give more strength, 
vigour, and energy, to those which should be 
undertaken, than could possibly be imparted, 
by preserving the exact military position of a 
particular period. He trusted the House 
would think the question was left open to dis- 
cussion, and that, whatever the measures of 
Government had been, they would be fully in. 
quired into. He hoped that Parliament and 
the country would not be too fond of peace— 
an unstable delusive peace. He trusted that 
they would not be induced to think that nothing 
short of an attack on the country would justify 
hostilities. He flattered himself they would 
bring their minds temperately to the discussion 
of the subject, and to the consideration of— 
whether his Majesty’s Ministers had acted 
wisely in taking the course they had done with 
regard to these points; he was persuaded 
there could be no material difference of opinion 
on general grounds; and, respecting the ques 
tion immediately before the House, nothing 
else was proposed, than that, supposing the 
case to be exactly as it was stated in his Me- 
jesty’s message, the House should pledge itself 
thus far and no farther; that it should admit 
it to be a case which justified military prep? 
rations, but nothing more. If afterwards ‘ 
should appear, that the circumstances al 
situation of the country did not justiy t 
present application, it would properly arts 
subject for future consideration. To give - 
Majesty an assurance of our determination * 

j i ras all that the House 
guard against surprise, was Se Geaetal 
was at present called upon to do; ae 
therefore, that there could be no a a 
ground of complaint on the one han = 
that on the other there would be no relucta! 
in giving further information. 


Dr. LAwRENCE said, that the meaning ¢ 
his Rt. Hon. Friend had been rune} it 
when it was alleged that he professe ‘ ee 
to have been adverse to all peace, at t He did 
when that of Amiens was panctnde® ost 
not then oppose peace !n general, but 2 1 
that could be nothing better than w2 caged 
guise. He did not mean, that — we high 
the greatest strength in that aso gas Prt 
spirit which it might be expecte ats of the 
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f the people was not likely to shrink from 
ay ord difficulties of war which they might 


be now called to encounter. But neither 
could it be in reason affirmed, that they would 
have been now utterly destitute of that spirit 
if the peace of Amiens had not been conclud- 
ed. If, in consideration that no specific en- 
gagement was made in the address, he should 
avoid to press, at this particular moment, 
for further information from Ministers; yet, 
if the discussions and preparations on which 
the message was founded, should end in a re- 
newal of war, and if his Majesty’s Ministers 
should come, as they of course must, to that 
House, for the supplies necessary in carrying 
it on, he would then expect the most unre- 
served communication of every document 
which could throw light upcn the quarrel; 
and he should undoubtedly be disposed to 
enter into the fullest discussion of the wisdom 
of their conduct. He wished to know, if war 
must be resorted to, whether it was necessary 
to the safety and honour of the empire. His 
wishes were for peace, and he should there- 
fore oppose equally an unseasonable war, and 
a war waged without that full energy which 
could alone command success. It was argued, 
that since, in the alternative of war being yet 
averted, Ministers did not now say that they 
would give no information of the causes of this 
alarm, therefore they were not to be at pre- 
sent blamed for not offering information as 
freely in the one alternative asin the other. But 
he thought it their duty, in either case, to offer 
that information which it was disrespectful to 


Parliament, and to the country, and for Mint- | 


sters, not to offer, whenever they had to ap- 
peal to the good-will of both, in a case of so 
much magnitude. There might be some pieces 
of information which it were sufficient to give 
when the House should call for them; but 
there were undoubtedly others, as in the pre- 
sent instance, which it were highly unbecoming 
in Ministers not spontaneously, in all events, 
to bring forward. He concluded with ex- 
pressing himself friendly to peace; but willing, 
uipon due information, to grant the requieite 
supplies for war. For the address he would 
Vote, as making no specific engagement. 


The address was then unanimously voted, 
and it was ordered, that such of the members 
2s were of the privy council should carry it up 
and present it to his Majesty. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, March 11. (See Minutes, p. 423.) 


CAFrairs oF swiTzraLanD.] Lord Min- 
TO rose, and galled to their Lordships’ recol- 
lection a notice which he had given, previous- 
ly to the Christmas recess, of his intention to 
bring forward, as » ig a oe possible after that 
recess, 2 mation for inquiry into the conduct 
ef big Majesty’s Ministers respecting the 
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affairs of Switzerland. That motion it was 
his intention to have brought forward in the 
course of the present week, but the interven- 
tion of important circumstances, already well 
known to their Lordships, circumstances pro- 
minently developed by his Majesty’s cracions 
message to both Houses, pressed so much more 
urgently upon the entire attention of their Lord- 
ships, as totally to avert their eyes from all re- 
trospective views, and to turn their regard 
to the prospect immediately before us. The 
plain path for Englishmen to pursue on this 
occasion, was so obviously chalked out by the 
animated and eloquent speech of a Noble 
Lord, a few evenings since (Lord Moira), that 
no man could mistake the great line of his 
duty to his country. Under such circum. 
stances, he said, it was impossible to withhold 
his expressions of the perfect satisfaction he 
felt ter the unanimous sentiments’ of both 
Houses of Parliament within doors, supported 
by the opinions, the fortitude, and the bold, 
manly, and patriotic sense of every class of 
the people without. Actuated by euch a sense 
of our situation and our common duty, sti- 
mulated by sentiments at once so national, so 
animated, and so truly characteristic of Eng- 
lishmen, there could remain no doubt as to the 
final issue of any conflict, into which the exi- 
gency of circumstances might, however reluc- 
tantly, force us; and in such a contemplation 
of the existing circumstances of our country, 
their Lordships, he was confident, would not 
impute to him any dereliction of his duty, if 
he now declined bringing forward the motion 
which he intended; at the same time, he con- 
gratulated the country upon the spirit and 
energy manifested by his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, On an occasion so interesting to the 
henour and the rights of the British mation. 





[MESNE PROCESS BILL. ]—-Lord Moira 
moved the order of the day, for the second 
reading of the bill for the better prevention of 
vexatious arrests on mesne process. The order 
of the day being read accordingly, 


Lord Morea rose, with a view, he said, of 
trespassing, as shortly as possible, om the at- 
tention of their Lordships, in explaining his 
objects under this bili, which he had intro- 
duced, after many years of deliberate consi- 
deration, as the best result of his own judg- 


ment on the subject. His main purpose in 
this bill, he said, was public justice between 
all the parties concerned; tempered, at the 
same time, with as much humanity as was 
consistent with, as well as indiepensably ne- 
cessary to, the administration of that juctice, 
consistently with the spirit of British legisla 
tion and British jurisprudence. He had to ex- 
press his sincere thanks to those law Lords, 
who, happily for this country, preside at pre. 
sent in the pubic administration of national 
justice, for the deliberate consicteration and 
wholesome counsel, whereby they bad¥avoured 
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him in his endeavours to bring this bill forward. 
‘To their wisdom, as well as to the collective 
sense of their Lordships, he would now submit 
it, describing, as briefly as possible, his views, 
under the several clauses it contained. His 
first principle was grounded on the quantum 
of debt for which a man may, as the law now 
stands, under the rath of Geo. I. be arrested 
on mesne process, namely, a debt of ro/. Con- 
sidering the very material change in the value 
of money from the period at which that bill 
passed and the present, and the great prompti- 
tude of creditors for small sums, and the low 
class of practitioners, by whom they are but 
too much influenced, to arrest their debtors for 
smali sums, his Lordship thought that an in- 
crease of the sum from 1o/. to 20/. could in 
no degree alter the spirit of the 12th Geo. I. 
though it should prevent many instances of 
cruelty and oppression, which it could never 
have been the purpose of that law to authorize. 
The next abject was the sum of maintenance 
to be allowed by the arresting creditor to the 
imprisoned debtor. Than the principle of this 
regulation, as it stood now authorized by law, 
nothing in his Lordship’s mind could be more 
just or reasonable. It was, however, exclu- 
sively appropriated to those debtors only who 
were detained under execution. But if a man 

ras thrown into prison for a debt which he 
was alike unable to bail or to discharge, it was 
to all intents and purposes the same as if he 
had been held in execution; and therefore the 
Noble Lord could see no rational cause why 
the creditor in that case should not be obliged 
to afford some assistance to the unfortunate 
debtor whom he throws into prison, and de- 
prives of all means to earn bread, as in the 
other. Certainly the raising of the sum which 
would warrant arrest from ten to twenty 
pounds, went considerably to diminish the 
evil as it now stands; but the principle in his 
mind was equally valid in the one case as in 
the other. ‘The next principle of his bill was 
one, which he conceived highly necessary, to 
prevent oppressive and fraudulent arrests, and 
the adoption of which could never, in the 
slightest degree, impede justice. For instance: 
as the law now stands, nothing more is neces- 
sary to procure a warrant for the arrest and 
imprisonment of any man than swearing to a 
debt. Upon such an oath a warrant is issued, 
the man thrown into prison; and thongh the 
oath be absolutel; false, and not one penny 
fairly due to the plaintiff, yet the arrested 
person has no alternative for his liberation but 
to pay the debt, or enter bail. If he does the 
former, he submits to injustice withont any 
privilege of subsequent appeal; and as to the 
latter, he may be an utter stranger, with his 
pocket full of money, and ample estates in 
another country, yet he may remain imprison- 
ed for many months until the issne of a suit is 
determined, without any certain mode of 
forcing the plaintiff to proceed, in order to 
axcelerate the issue of such suit.-- Now, what 
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his Lordship wished was, to enable the 

wea to pay into the hands of the ven 
or some eligible officer, the amount of the 
debt and probable costs for which he should 
be arrested, and then be entitled to go at large 
| until the debt should be fully investigated and 
fairly proved in law. It might be said that g 
man, for maliciously swearing falsely to a 
debt, for the purpose of embarrassing a man 
by arrest, is severely punishable in law; but 
such is the complicated nature of debt, under 
so_many balances, counter-balances, and set- 
offs, as may be pleaded, that nothing would be 
more difficult to substantiate on a prosecution, 
than. such a malicious swearing. The remedy 
which the bill proposed, however, he con- 
ceived with deference, to be a reasonable one 
for the evil he mentioned. On this ground, 
having barely mentioned his objects in the 
bill, he thought the committee would be the 
proper place for suggesting such emendations 
as to their Lordships should seem necessary; 
and for the present he would offer nothing 
farther on the subject. 


Lord ELLENBOROUGH said, that certainly 
those Noble Lords whose more peculiar func- 
tions led them to the administration of the laws 
in this country, had many cogent objections to 
the alteration of those laws, where strong mo- 
tives for such alteration were not made clearly 
apparent. His Lordship was, however, ready 
to acknowledge that there were some of the 
alterations proposed by the Noble Lord’s bill 
on the existing laws between debtor and cre- 
ditor, which were but just and reasonable, 
and might have a very salutary effect; that, 
for instance, which proposed an increase 0 
the sum warranting arrest on the mesne pro- 
cess, from 1o/. to 20/. on which subject ~ 
agreed in the principle laid down by the ose 
Lord. But on that part where the Noble 
Lord proposed to increase the allowance a 
the creditor to his debtor in prison, —— 
the present sum allowed by law, or to . 
debtor confined on mesne process, and not ‘t 
execution, he could not so readily agrees 
would be rather hard upon the creditor Ww ¥ 
arrested his debtor-in pursuit of redress, : hed 
obliged to increase the debt and his “ le 
jury, by an extra subsistence to his oes 4 
who might stay in gaol capriciouslys r ya 
in many instances able to pay; 4 Noble 
respect to. the, liberty which the “nig 
Lord wished to give the debtor arres vedo 
paying the debt, and the trivial costs a ie 
in the first instance by such arrest, oo hes 
procuring his liberation, the ap fe as it 
had already that privilege under the Y eoutts 
now stands, and may pay the sum rea bs pre> 
or to a judge at his chambers, an 
cure his liberation. 
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the point last mentioned, certainly a man ar- | 
rested, however fraudulently, by paying debt 
and costs in the first instance, would be en- 


titled to his liberation. But then, in such a 
proceeding, he admitted the justice of the 
claim, and had by law no subsequent ground 
of appeal against its injustice; so that to be 
entitled to a fair trial on the merits of such 
claim, he had no alternative but to go into 
gaol, or enter bail to stand the issue—a thing 
which the almost universal objection which ail 
men entertained to becoming sureties, even 
for their dearest friends and relations, render- 
ed very often impracticable to men of good 
character and property. However, as the bill 
was to undergo a full discussion in a com- 
mittee, a proper remedy might suggest itself 
on this point; but he trusted that discussion 
would not take place in the absence of the 
Noble and Learned Lord who usually presided 
in that House. 


On the motion of Lord Moira, the bill was 
committed for Tuesday, under the supposition 
_ the Lord Chancellor would then be in his 
place. 











HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, March 11. (See Minutes, p. 428.) 


[Suppry.]—-The order of the day was 
moved for going into a committee to consider 
further of the supply to be granted to his Ma- 
jesty—The House accordingly resolved into 
the committee, and Mr. SErJEANT moved, 
“That ten. thousand seamen be added to the 
“ number now existing.” 


_Mr. Francis rose to offer a few observa- 
tions on the motion, and it is with regret we 
mention that the commencement of his speech 
was delivered in a tone of voice too low 
to be distinctly heard in the gallery. The 
vote which the committee were now called 
upon to accede to was one which involved 
considerations of the most important nature ; 
and before any Member could, consistently 
with his duty, agree to it, some general ex- 
planation was due on the part of his Majesty’s 
Ministers, It was of importance to the com- 
mittee to have some information communi- 
cated respecting the situation in which the 
pepe was placed, the reasons which render- 
ed such extraordinary preparations necessary, 
the character of those in whom the applica- 
tion of those preparations would be vested, the 
views they entertained in calling on the House 
to make preparations, and the degree of confi- 
dence to which, by their past conduct, they 
Were entitled. He wished sincerely that the 
address on a former evening had passed with- 
The discussion which 


©ut any observation. 
had taken place had put the House in posses- 
sion of no new information, and at its close 

embers separated as completely ignorant of 
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the circumstances on which the address was 
founded, as before the motion was brought 
forward. While he called for explanation, he 
disclaimed all opposition or hostility to his 
Majesty’s Ministers, and indeed he was the 
more entitled to demand this explanation, as 
he had hitherto given them his support, and 
had reposed confidence in their conduct. He 
had therefore at this momenta peculiar night to 
know whether circumstances existed to justify 
the continuance of this confidence. Ie hada 
right to be informed whether it was to the 
fault or the misfortune of Ministers that the 
present situation of the country was to be 
attributed. When the preliminaries of peace 
were first signed, and before the terms on 
which it had been concluded were known, he 
had been thankful for the termination of a 
disastrous war. With this sentiment he felt 
obliged to Ministers for the peace which they 
had concluded, viewing it merely as the deli- 
verance from a war without object or end. 
When the terms of the peace were known, 
they had been strenuously objected to by Gen- 
tlemen, of whose talents it was impossible to 
speak without the greatest respect. He did not 
mean to say that these objections, separately 
considered, did not possess great weight; but, 
viewing the conditions of the peace, and con- 
necting them with the consideration of the 
continuance’ of war, the sacrifices which had 
been made did not appear to him greater than 
the object deserved. With such views, there- 
fore, he was still willing to give Ministers 
credit for the conclusion of peace. That the 
executive power had the full right of deter- 
mining, in the first instance, on peace and 
war, was a doctrine which he by no means 
wished to controvert. ‘This, however, did not 
by any means interfere with the right of the 
House to inquire how far the servants of the 
Crown had exercised their power in a treache- 
rous manner, or preclude them from presenting 
an address to his Majesty for their removal, 
if they should be judged incapable of managing 
the affairs of the nation under perilous circum- 
stances, connected with the maintenance of 
peace or the renewal of war. On these prin- 
ciples, he therefore ventured to ask, whether, 
when peace was concluded on terms in- 
volving considerable sacrifices, great as these 
sacrifices were considered, as the price of 
an object of anxious desire, and there was now 
reason to apprehend a renewal of hostilities, 
the House had not a fair right to be informed 
what, after all these sacrifices, was the return 
which was to be expected; what, forall these 
sacrifices, was the return which had been ob- 
tained? It was not peace, but the prospect 
of war, after every concession had been made 
as the price of tranquillity and repose, Were 
the House now to be told that they should 
obtain no explanation? Was the country to 
be brought into the perilous situation in which 
it was now placed, and was no account to be 
given of the causes by which this situation Lad 
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been produced? Till the House and the 
country were informed what the circumstances 
were which had led to this situation, he could 
not, consistently with his duty as a representa 
tive of the people, justify the present motion. 
As far as the defence of the country was con- 
cerned, there was no need of a recommenda- 
tion from the Throne to induce the House to 
do what loyalty, unanimity, and harmony 
would have suggested. This was an object 
which, in the view of a threat of invasion from 
any quarter, the House wouki ever have in 
view, but they would more particularly con- 
sider it if that threat came from France. At 
a moment when that which is dearest was at 
stake, there was no room for difference of 
opinion, because every man in defending the 
country only consulted the means of his own 
defence. But had not the House and the 
country a right to have it made out that the 
conduct hitherto pursued: by his Majesty’s 
Ministers was unwise and impolitic; that im- 
proper concessions had not been made3 that 
the country was not unnecessarily again to be 
plunged in war? ‘Till the explanation was 
given, he could net, consistently. with his 
public duty, continue the same confidence 
which he had formerly reposed. He did there- 
fore hope that some explanation would be 
given by Ministers how far they meant to go 
with the preparations, the necessity of which 
they had stated. By agreeing to this vote with- 
out explanation, they would, in fact, say that 
the same Ministers, who had by the greatest 
sacrifices concluded a peace, were to be allow- 
ed to bring the country into a war, without 
affording the smallest information as to the 
grounds. of the renewal of hostilities. He 
threw out these suggestions, not so much with 
the view of entering into any detailed discus- 
sion, as of engaging gentlemen of greater abili- 
ties to take up the subject. Ministers owed it. 
to their own characters, to the House, and to 
the country, to shew that we were not brought 
into our present perilous situation by any fault 
on their part. Perhaps to their conduct the 
extraordinary preparations now called for were 
owing, and it was surely not fit that those 
who had brought the country into a situation 
where war was the only. alternative, should 
pledge the House to the support of that war, 
without affording, any information respecting 
. ‘the circumstances on which it was to be fonnd- 
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capacity could tend only to disheartcn the 
people, and to fill them with astonishment 
and terror, Ata moment like this, when we 
might be called upon to struggle even fox 
our existence as a nation, it was a lamentable 
consideration that the whole ability of the 
country was excluded from the Government. 
At the most perilous crisis in which the 
country was ever placed, we were deprived 
of the opinion, the advice, the talents of al} 
those great men whose cordial co-operation 
was so essential to the salvation of the coun- 
try. This language might give offence to 
many Members; but this was not a moment 
for an independent representative of the peo- 
ple to conceal his sentiments, It was ne. 
cessary to speak out under the existing cir- 
cumstances... Jf the ship sunk, then all would 
go down with the unskilful pilot. He wished 
to press these considerations on the attention 
of the House. They were considerations 
which he had not offered to the attention 
of the House without due reflection. He had 
viewed the subject with the greatest possible 
seriousness, aud he had suggested what his 
anxiety: for the safety and welfare of the 


country..suggested, 


The CHAanceLtor of the ExcHEQUER, IM 
reply,, spoke to the following purport:—! 
think it my duty, on the present occasion, to 
follow the same course which I thought t 
expedient to pursue when the motion for the 
address to his Majesty was under consider- 
ation. I then stated, that, under the present 
-circumstances, any explanation was what | 
conceived the House had no reason to expect; 
and to this opinion I still adhere. At present 
I rise solely with the view of animagvcrns 
very shortly on the observations yhich Oe 
Hom. Gent. has made with the view © 
shewing the necessity of explanation. | aa 
fess that the arguments which the we 
Gent. used in pote? of the promo : 
explanation, appeared to me, 9 
liewe that. they appeared in the same 6 he 
to the House, totally inconsistent i pa 
wish which he professed when he th 
that the address had been carried vim ra 
any comment at all. I leave it to ti 
reconcile this ‘opinion with the sen! 


Pg | ccasion ¢% 
which he ‘has*on the present © a desire 















ed. This, he contended, was the clear law. of. 


Parliament. .The present was. net a moment 
rashly to. plunge the councry in war. It: had 
already been. seen what effect his -Majesty’s 


message, had produced. on public-credit, ‘and, 
how much the prespect-of aawar, no one ob-. 


ject.of which was explained, would dishearten 
the people. _ At-atime like the present, when 
every. cxertionmight be necessary for the sup- 


port of, our. independence,! it-was.of high im-. 
pertance,.that the, people should. repose the, 


mast ample confidence in .his Majesty’s..con- 
fidential.cervanis...Pne Jeact-distrust: of their 


ressed. e Hon. Gent, professes 7 
that vb which fell from ay pr vat 
considered as designed to distr Te sbjet 
-nimity which prevailed wiren s a 1a, 
‘was formerly before the House. wich ue dered 
if prudential reasons existed’ whit oem 
any explanation  inexpedient Oe ime pri 
evening, whether, acting, on the be now t0 
ciple, his Majesty’s, Ministers OUs™” "it 
gett explanation? 1,8 9 Ss 
was politic and expedient. that eM jor an? 
should. -be cbservedy it--is impossio"e a: 
gentleman,.to ehew that the same 
not “operate. with equal force. 
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Gent. had said, that at a crisis when we may 
be called upon to contend for our very ex- 
istence as a nation, it is a matter of deep 
regret that the whole ability of the country 
is excluded from his Majesty’s Government. 
I will readily allow for myself, and I believe 
I may take upon me to make the same avowal 
for my colleagues in office, that we feel in 
their utmost extent the difficult and arduous 
duties which we are called upon to perform, 
and are sensible of the responsibility we owe 
tothe country for their due performance. This 
may be a very fair subject of observation to 
the Hon. Gent.; but I may be allowed to ask, 
on what principle it is that this Gentleman, 
who tells the House distinctly, that a Ministry 
enjoyed his confidence from which the whole 
ability of the country is excluded, should 
now bring forward against them the charge 
of weakness and incapacity? This is a sort 
of conduct which I leave the Hon. Gent. 
satisfactorily to explain to the House. I leave 
it to him to explain the reasons for with- 
drawing the confidence which he formerly repo- 
sed. On this part of the Hon. Gent.’s speech 
I shall not at present further enlarge, but 
proceed to make a few remarks on some other 
observations which he adducéd.—The Hon. 
Member laid down the principles. by which 
the declaration of peace or war is regulated 
with accuracy and precision, By, the coh- 
stitution of this country, this declaration is 
wisely made to rest with, the ‘chief magistrate. 
If, however, a peace inconsistent with na- 


_ tional honour and safety is concluded, T adinit 


most .unequiyocally with the Hon, Gent. 


_ that his Majesty’s confidential  seivants “are 


deeply responsible for the advice which they 


have given to their SovVereigh. “The Hon. 


Gent. has applied the general doctrine, to 
the present situation of the coutitry; and he 


| has argued, that if by, the “misconduct ‘of 


Ministers the country has been. brought into 
its present perilous situation, they are deeply 


and seriously responsible, for this situation. 


To this sentiment I am “bound explicitly to 
assert, and I havé no difficulty ‘in saying, that 
if it can be shewn that his Majesty’s Ministers 
have lost sight of the motives which induced 
them to recommend to his Majesty the con- 

4 the Hon. 
Gent. himse f, though in qualified terms, has 


 applauded—if ‘it can he, proved that any of 
| the principles which they have hitherto de- 


clared to be the guides of their conduct have 
been departed from, then I ‘will allow to 
the Hon, Gent, that they ‘havé been guilty 
of a very serious violation of theit duty to 


the House and to the country. But I aver 


that that step has not been taken by me or 
my colleagues in office, that no advice has 

en given respecting the discussions now de- 
Pending betwixt the two Governments which 
did not originate from the most ardent de- 
re of Preserving the peace, and which was 
: or the trie spirit of peace. It is 


> 
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with the same views that Ministers thought 
it their daty to recommend to his Majesty 
to send to Parliament the message on which 
the present motion is founded. It was solely 
with the view of giving the greater pro- 
bability to the continuance of peace that 
additional preparations have been recom-~ 
mended. In these preparations Ministers 
looked forward to the most likely means of 
bringing the points in dispute to an amicable 
adjustment. ,The Hon. Gent. however, in- 
sists on the right of the House to explanation. 
I do not mean at all to dispute the ultimate 
right of the House to a full and fair explana- 
tion on this subject. This right I have already 
over and ovér agdin fully admitted. I do 
contend, however, that the House have not 
a constitutional right to’ demand explanation 
at a moment when explanation would essen- 
tially injure the advantages which Govern- 
ment might derive from existing discussions. 
It is clear that if Ministers were now to yield 
to this call for explanation, they might lose 
most important advantages resulting from 
concealment, and at the same time give no 
satisfaction. ‘The points on which different 
Members require explanation are various and 
discordant. One’ Member says, Let us not 
hazard a war, and therefore let Ministers 
shew ‘us that’ their “system is conciliatory. 
Another party. are. afraid of too much con- 
cession, and nothing will satisfy them but a 
full explanation, to ~prove that the national 
honour. has not’ been compromised. What 


‘advantave, ‘thén, "ig to be derived “from 


explanation, amid such contrariety of opi- 
nion? swhile, on the other hand, the in- 
convenienciés of explanation under the pre- 
sént* circumstances ‘are Obvious. It must be 
clear that when negotiations’ ate pending 
which have given risé to considerable dis- 
putes, if they are brotight to ‘an amicable 
adjustment, this can only be accomplished by 
concessions ‘on the one side or the other. I 
ask, then, would it be prudent that the nd- 
ture of these concessions should, in the’pre- 
sent stage of the ‘business, be explained? ‘I 
believe that 2 great majority of the Honse 
think with me, that such’ an explanation 
would be highly inexpedient. From ‘what “I 
now say, I beg, however, that‘ no ’ifiference 
may be drawn to countenancé the ided'that 
Ministers have consented, or will consent, to 
any improper concessions. My ob68étvatiolis 
refer solely to the prudential considerations 
which would, in the present’ citctiinstances, 
render any explanation highly ‘itypolitic arid 
disadvantageous. “AS to the mo gt rm 
fore the committee, the Hon. Cent? does ‘ndt 
object to it: he gives it his ‘cordial acqui- 
escehce. He even goes ‘so far as to'say, that 
if the number of seamen proposed to be voted 
had been greater, he should Have piven ttle 
motion his support. His only. objection is 
founded on the want of explanation, which, 
I think, has been ry ‘shewn to be 
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inexpedient at the present moment. I repeat 
what I have already more than once distinctly 
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ment to outs. In the fullest conviction of 
the propriety of the measure, and of the 


stated, that I hold myself deeply responsible | justice of its application, he should conclude 


for the course which his Majesty’s confiden- 
tial sertants have thought it proper to adopt; 





with moving the amendment he had already 


mentioned, namely, That instead of 10,006, 


but never shall I deviate from the principles | we insert 25,600 seamen and marines in the 
which I hate laid down on this subject. I | ¥ote flow upon the table.” 


tiust it will ultimately. be found that in the | 
hands of Ministers the security of the country | 
will not be endangered, its rights curtailed, 
of its honoir sullied. I trust that it will be 
found that no concessions have been made 
which they will not be able fully to justify | 
hy. the combined desire of preserving peace 
and supporting the honour and fhe inde- 
fendence of the country. I know that in 
some Gentlemen this language may excite 
disgust ; but if the pericd shall ever come, 
which God grant it never may, as it would 
involve the renewal of hostilitics : if ever 
that time come, J hope the conduct of Mi- 
nisters will stand fully justified. Whatever 
may be the result of this; whether Gentlemen 
shall or shall not be satisfied with such expla- 
nation as may be then given, I am ready to 
hear every objection, rather than violate that 
duty which prescribes to me the impgopriety 
of affording any explanation of matters now 
in dispute Bet went the two governments. 


Mr. Dent observed, that in the late war 
we had upwards of 130,000 men engaged in 
our sea service. The peace establishment had 
reduced the number to 50,000. The Rt. Hon. 
‘Gert. opposite (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer; had proposed a vote of 10,000, leaving 
us an establishment of 60,000... Now, he 
should propose that instead of 10,000,. we 
should have 25,c0os, which would give us a 
naval -force of 75,000. This, he supposed, 
would be fully sufficient for any common 
exigency, and he would wish Ministers and 
the country to be safe beyond all possibility 
of doubt. As to the expression, “‘ God grant 
that period may never arrive!’”’ used by the 
Rt. Hon, Gent. he thought it liable to con- 
siderable objection. With respect to the outcry 
raised against this armament, and the con- 
sequent effect on the public funds, in his 
opinion the monied men had reason to com- 
pl in if property fell 10 per cent. He had 

ard various reports as to the possibility of 
what was the cause of these discussions and 
these armaments, . Whether the object was 
Malta, or whether it was Egypt, he did not 
wish to pry into the nature of these objects 
_ which isters had thought fit not to dis- 
close, He thought them entitled to his con- 
fidence, and gave it accordingly. ere was 
one point, however, which he could not help 
_ lamenting, that was, that we had now come 
.to the eve of war, when we. had given up 
almost every conquest, and we had returned 


several thousands of seamen to France; and, 


as far as he could learn, not a farthing of 


_ 


money had been as yet paid by theif govern- 





; 


- 


Mr. Fox. J cannot help feeling some de- 


‘gree of surprise at the language which my 


Hon. Friend who began the discussion, and 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. over the way, have used 
respecting the conversation which took place 
on the motion for the address, on which the 
present proposition is founded. I myself cer- 
tainly began that discussion, but I do not feel 
that I was guilty of bringing out from any 


one Gentleman who spoke, a single sentiment 


Or expression which could produce a feeling 
of rancour or animosity in France, in this 
country, Or any other part of Europe. My 
Hon, Friend is unwilling to negative the pre- 
sent motion, though he is desirous of an 
explanation on the grounds on which it is 
proposed; and the Rt. Hon. Gent. is sur- 


‘prised that this explanation is demanded, 


When my Hon. Friend expresses his readiness 
to vote for éven a much larger number of 
seamen, if such ‘a number were necessary 
to the public service. I am as ready as avy 
Member to vote for the proposed addition of 
seamen, on the principle that they are ne- 
cessary for the public service; but 1 have at 
present no better ground for my vote than! 
253000, 00,000, or any other number 0! 
additional seamen ‘had been proposed. My 
objection rests on this plain, constitution! 
ground, that as r-presentatives of the people 
in the proper discharge of our duty, we ae 
a right to have the causes of these inereax 
preparations explained, and not be calles 
upon to vote on the unlimited confidence 
which we choose to repose for a time : 
Ministers. 1 have always understood that the 
preroga’ve of the Crown to conclude a fe 
was Clear and undisputed; and I can OY” 
no difficulty in agreeing with the nog 
which my Hon. Friend entertains 0” he 
point. 1 certainly do agree with him, 0 
those who have counselled his Be oe the 
conclude any peace, are responsible 10F ©’ 

merit of the terms of that peace, 
liable to censure if they appear 1nCO I cat 
with the national honour and_safety- se he 
not, however, allow, that after the pea te 
been concluded, and after its erage tet 
‘been canvassed and approved, if sa tt 
stances occur which ae oto ; / 
of peace impossible, Ministefs arc 4 
colatrily, celled of having; by the oe 
‘produced these circumstances. | ye thet 
to his Majesty’s right of declaring Wah 
was gs little doubt in theory, but In Fry, 
a very important distinction existe ink 
declaration might be involved every Pnecte? 
of a free constitution, every thing ¢ 
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with the property, nay, the very existence of 
the subject. The Sovereign might be ill 
advised, and experience had fully proved that 
this is not merely a possible case. The coun- 
try might be Pearse into a war, of which 
it was impossible to see either the equity or 
the necessity. It might be continued against 
the will of the Parliament or the people; and 
the whole, or part of every man’s property 
might be wrested from him, if in practice this 
prerogative of the Crown were carried to all 
the extent which theory supposed. But 
such a construction of the prerogative strikes 
every one in a moment as monstrous: and 
while in theory we admit the power of the 
Sovercign to declare war, in practice and in 
substance we possess the privilege by which 
alone that declaration can be carried into 
effect. This privilege is founded in the means 
we possess of giving or withholding the ne- 
cessary supplies. This has an operation to 
the prevention of war to a considerable de- 
gree, though it is only the privilege of the 
purse which we enjoy: this House must 
therefore be necessarily parties to every war. 


IJow is this to be done? Why, the mode of | 


our becoming parties is simple. His Malcsty 
all in cases states to us the grounds on whic 

he has thought a declaration of war necessary ; 
and he calls upen us to grant the supplies 


We all know that instances are not wanting 
in which the Sovereign has been compelled to 
rclinguish a war, because Parliament, con- 
vinced of its injustice and ruinous effects, 
no longer afforded the supplies. I will not 
here determine how far the American war 
Was put an end to by the voice of Parliament; 
but there is one striking instance in which 
a war was put an end to by the exercise of 
this constitutional power, and that was the 
instance in which the Parliament of Charles II. 
compelled that prince to relinquish the Dutch 
war. Now how does the case stand at pre- 
sent? and here I will yest my argument. We 
kuow that in practice armaments precede any 
oficial communication from the Throne, or 
any vote of supply; and I trust, that, if 
danger really exists, armaments are now going 
on with a.rapidity correspondent to. the emer- 
gency on which they are founded. The 
certain effect of the vote is only to make us 
direct parties to any war to which these 
armaments may be applicd. What [ object 
to then, is simply, that I have heard no 
grounds stated to. justify any extraordinary 
Preparation ; and therefore I must, on cons 
stitutional principles, enter my protest against 
the mode. of proceeding which has been 


adopted. ‘Phe case of th ssian armament | 4 
ae 00. BN , 4 and J haye seen no reason to alter my ops 


Sone in which many persons were desirous 


to pursue 3 course gimilar to that now pio- 
Posed to be adopted; but I do not think, 
When the consequences of that armament 
ffe considered, that the proceedings then 
adopted will be yery likely to encourage | 











imitation. I hope I may be allowed to 
reason hypothetically respecting the inde- 
poncence of Parliament in granting supplies 
) 


r carrying on any war. I trust that we are 


not necessarily to be constantly guided by a 
spirit of humble docility, though our inde- 
pendence may appear more clearly in theory 
than in any cases of modern or recent ex- 
perience. In whatever we chagse to exercise 
our constitutional right, the possibility of its 
exercise will not be disputed, Possibly we 
might think that negotiation was preferable 
at a moment when Ministers had plunged the 


country in war; or, on the other hand, we 


might suppose, that measures of a more vyi- 
gorous description would haye done much 
more for the national honour than any nego- 
tiation: and how is our opinion to be ex- 
pressed, except in withholding the supplies 
before we bind ourselves to become parties to 
awar? { therefore, for one, contend against 


| the House of Commons being a mere echo, a 


mere docile receiver of whatever communica 
tion Ministers may think proper to make 
under the form of a message from the Throne, 
I do not wish to flatter Ministers when I say, 
that I believe that the preparations which have 
been recommended are founded on a firm 
and honest conviction of their expediency. 
I will not suppose that they would willingly, 


- necessary for the prosecution of this contest. | and without reference to any one object of 


adwantage, take such steps if they did not 


_imagine that: they were essential to the in. 
| terests of the country. Their interest, ‘as 
| well as their character, equally forbid’ me ta 


suppose, that in- this instance they are de- 
ceiving the Mouse or the public. This I 
have no difficulty in stating generally, though 
I must add, that instatices of the guilt to 
which I have now alJaded, are not entirely 
unknown. But let Genflemen ‘recollect, that, 
with the best intentions in the world, Mi- 
nisters are liable to error; and that what they 
conceive to be wise and politic, might, if ex- 
plained, appear unwise and inéxpedient. ‘This 
I must only say, that we aré fotally without 
all means of forming any judgment. Tn the 
message of his Majesty, or in the speech of 
the Rt. Hon, Gent. there is not 4 sifigle word 
stated by which I can Venturé*to form ‘any 
opinion of the points in disputes” A’ great deal 
has been said with the view of shéWihg, that, if 
a rupture should take place, it Would’ bed) 

the natural result of the treaty ‘of ‘Amiens, 
Now, I am one of those whohold 9 yery 
gittrnt 0 ak and without-hesitation Taay, 
that, if war doesnow’take place, theré is ti 

necessity for supposing that it ‘has the lightest 
connexion with thai treaty, or ‘that this was 


a treaty not fit to be conclnded.’ "1 thoiight, 





that the treaty of Amiens wa’ an ‘cli 

treaty; not eligible compared with othe 

treaties, that under other’ circums@tanees mig 

have heen formed, but Aligible as freeing the 

country from a a4 err war. Are 
2 
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we to be told that Ministers dare to make no | such an unfortunate result, I profess to } 
peace, because the unreasonable ambition of | totally ignorant. Whether they refer to the 
Fyance may now drive us to the renewal of | possession of Malta, the evacuation of Alex. 
hostilities? Are we to be told that we were | andria, or whatever other point of discussion 
to wage warfare till we had obtained a satis- | they involve, T have no means of forming an 
fa¢\ory assurance on the part of the enemy, | opinion. I shall just say generally, that if 
of a sincere desire to cultivaie all the blessings | our national rights are involved, if attempts 
of tranquillity in the true spinit of peace? No} have been made to lower that rank which 
rgasonable man will, I believe, hold so ex-| we have been accustomed to hold among the 
traordinary an opinion as that which I have | states of Europe, and all attempts at ami. 
now. staled. It may be further urged against | cable adjustment have failed, then I have no 
Ministers, that since the conclusion of peace | difficulty in saying, that a war, undertaken 
they have shewn too much forbearance, that | under such circumstances, would be just. 
they have a°i:4 too much in the spirit of | Of the necessity and policy of such a war no 
concession. ow far this charge is true, I} man can for a moment doubt. But I know 
have no means of determining, though there | it is said that it is necessary to hold out to 
appears no reason to conclude that their) the people some ostensible object of war 
dispasiticn to conciliation has gone beyond | beyond what is the real object of contest: 
a commendable desire to preserve the peace. | without this sort of language the national 
If they have been guilty of such forbearance | enthusiasm cannot be animated. This I hold 
or concession as has in the smallest degree to be a very false and a very pernicious doc- 
compromised the honour or safety of the trine. Ifa war is really necessary, I am con- 
country, unquestionably their conduct has | vinced that no measure of this sort need be 
been highly criminal; but this is no conse- resorted to to animate the national spirit. 
quence of their haying concluded the treaty , False pretensions and high-sounding words 
of Amiens. But perhaps, we are to be told, do not appear to me to be likely to animate 
that it was impoli‘ic to make peace till we the energies of a people. Nothing, indeed, 
had a vigorous administration to support it.! in my conception, so much dispirits a people 
{ certainly do not think that want of yigour called upon to make great exertions, as ig- 
in any administration is a sufscient reason norance of the precise object of contest; and 
for not entering into a war, if a legitimate | this ignorance was, I am fully persuaded, one 
cause of war exists. As an objection to the | of the leading causes of the evils which the 
conclusion of peace, it is one of the most | late calamitous contest entailed on the country, 
ridiculous and inconclusive that ever was! After the experience of these calamities, 10 
brought forward. If Ministers have conceded | one would wish to go to war for a light 
too much, or done too little for the support , object. On this point I shall speak in very 
of the honour of the country, they have in-| plain terms. If war is unavoidable for great 
curred a very grave responsibility; but let national objects, then I am’ convinced it will 
not this be laid to the charge of the treaty of | be sustained with a corresponding national 
Amiens. If I am fond of that treaty, it is| energy; but at all events let that object be 
because it was the means of ridding us of | fajrly and fully defined. Do not let us again 
incumbrances of the most oppressive kind ;} involve the country in the same calamities 
not that it freed ns from connexion with| which the want of a specific object hé 
allies, for allies we had note at the time it| already made us so severely experience. = 
was concluded ; but that it delivered us from| was the want of this specific object a 
the detestable and abominable principles on | made the people cold and uninterested throug” 
which the late war was conducted. I.doj|a great part of the late contest, S° far ry 
sincerely hope that we shall hear nothing| events on the continent were nego 
more of wars undertaken for religion and| though loyal and unanimous in the oe 
social order. I speak not disrespectfully of| of the country. I hope and trust. then. 
‘religion or of the blessings of social order ;| that before Ministers call on us to be pan” 


but I speak of that detestable hypocrisy which| in another war, they will fairly explain 1 


held forth these as the ostensible objects of| circumstances which have given Tse oo 
contest, while-we were all along fighting for| and the object for which it 18 geno ; 
ends of a ‘natute totally different and oppo-| Rt. Hon. Gent. opposite has said a grea . 
site. I believe that such hypocrisy is for} of the responsibility which attaches a Li 
ever destroyed; and I trust that as long as a} nisters from their present, conduct , < - 
sentiment of justice, as long as a detestation| this I fully agree with him. He have 
‘of such base and infamous deception, shall be| something of the reproach which aye my 
reprobated among men, such attempts to im-| to encounter for too great liberality | sigh 
-}o°e on 2 generous people must be held| cession: ‘On this point allow wrt it ever be 
“In. eternal cxecration, If, unfortunately, we| press my “confidence, that saline aa 





.’ . : : = ban on 
are to be doomed toa renewal of hostilities,| imduced by any fear of reproach to ? 


‘ . . . : “one - ; 18 cone 
J hope that the object of the war will be] a system of conciliation, so long heer t9 
clearly and distinctly paderstood. Of what] sistent with honour, and promises £0 ail 
‘are the subjects which may cventually lead to} an amicable’ result: J phalk not 
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accused of endeavouring to influénce Ministers 
to go to the opposite extreme. But while I 
am the advocate of conciliation, I shall never 
be the apologist of dishonour. My Hon. | 
Friend has spoken of the present government | 
as excluding the whole ability of the kingdom. | 
On this point I wish not at present to enter: 
but I may be just permitted to say, that in 
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tleman to demand or require any explanation 
at the present crisis. Ministers ought not, 
under the present circumstances, to disclose 
any information which, in’ consequence of 
their official capacity, they might be possessed 
of; it was contrary to their duty’ to do 680. 
Other Gentlemen might entertain their patti- 
cular objections to the measure ‘now before 


the prospect of war, with such a'man as Earl St. | the House ; but, for his part, he thought it 


Vincent at the head of the Board of Admiralty, | 
there would be little reason to dread the want of | 


suitable preparation ; and the signal naval tri- 
umphs of the late war afford us the best 
grounds to hope for future success. Of the 
merits of our land forces no man thinks more 
highly than Ido. JF am no military man my- 
self; but forming my judgment on the opinion 
of those best qualified to speak on this sub- 
ject, I believe that we have officers equal in 
skill and in courage to any officers in Europe. 
Of our troops, my opinion is not less favour- 
able. Jam convinced, that in any contest in 
which they might be called upon to engage, 
they would be found fully to support the cha- 
racter which they have so long maintained. 
Of what then should I be afraid in the event 


of the renewal of war? Of subjugation to 


France! The idea cannot for a moment be in- 


dulged. When, however, I consider the many | 


vulnerable points in our situation—when I 


take a view of the whole state of the empire— | 


when I look even to our financial resources, 
though in some points of view their appear- 
ance is flourishing—when I take all these 
things into consideration, I cannot but think 
the renewal of war is a most xrievous cala- 
mity. Though for years we should on every 
occasion be successful, though every expedi- 
tion should be crowned with glory, still pro- 
longation, even of a successful contest, could 
not but be infinitely calamitous.—The Hon. 
Member, after a few more remarks, concluded 
by declaring that he should not yote against 
the motion. = hig 


Mr. Francis begged the permission of the 
committee ‘that he might explain the senti- 
ment which had fallen from him in the course 
of his former speech, and which had been 
alluded to by the Hon. Member who spoke 
last. He certainly did say, that “the whole 


ability of the nation was excluded from its | 


councils ;” but; at the same time that he said 
this, he wished it ‘to be understood that he 
entertained the highest respect for both our 
army and our navy; it was not only the No- 
ble Lord (St. Vincent) to whom his Hon. 
Friend had alluded; but he was convinced 
that there were many, very many men Of the 
first ability in’ the countfy engaged in both 
these departments. He therefore did not in- 
tend that they should by any means be included 
in that general expression, athe Marnonad 


. Mr. Burrovocns declared that he thought 
an outrore on tht constitution fer any Gen- 


fit and proper to attend to tne words of his 
Majesty’s message. It stated that great arma- 
/meénts were preparing in the ports of France 
and Holland, and that at the same time im- 
portant discussions are going on between their 
‘government and ours. Under such circum- 
| stances he thought it our duty to arm: also; 
/and the demand of 1o,coo seamen appeared 
|to him very moderate; so much so, indeed, 
‘that he was inclined to draw a very satisfactory 
inference from thence, and conclude that war 
was not inevitable. If Ministers had come 
forward with a demand to the amount an Hon. 
| Gent. had just now proposed (Mr. Dent), of 
| 25,000 men, he then should have taken alarm, 
/and concluded that war was certain; but with 
‘this moderate supply he was perfectly satis- 
fied, and he thought it the best ground for 
-confidence in Ministers, that we see they are 
‘not disposed to leave the shores of this coun- 
try, or of Ireland, in a defenceless state. We 
were not now engaged, the Hon. Gent. said, 
‘in actual hostilities; but if we were, we had 
| this consolation, that we were not fallen or 
degraded as other nations were; we were still 
in a situation capable of exertion sufficient to 
resist the ambition or the baseness of any 
neighbour, however powerful he might be, 
He should now conclude with giving his most 
hearty assent to the vote upon their table. 


Lord HAWKESBURY next rose.—I agree, 
said he, with the Hon. Gent. who spoke last 
in much of what they have advanced on the 
present occasion. But I chiefly rise shortly 
to observe on the doctrine which the Hon. 
Gent. opposite to me (Mr. bb has endea- 
voured to inculcate. I perfectly acquiesce 
with him, indeed, in the general constitu- 
tional principle on which he seemed disposed 
to grotind his observations; and differ with 
him only respecting the application which he 
has made of it. No-doubt there is a wide 
difference between the prerogative of the 
Crown, when it is exercised in negotiating and 
concluding peace, ‘and when it is exerted in 
preparations for and a declaration of war. 
In opening negotiations for peace, and in con- 
cluding them, the exercise of the prerogative 
of the Crown is unlimited; though it be com. 
petent afterwards’ for Parliament to canvass 
and consider the nature of the conditions upon 
which peace has been concluded, and to im- 
peach Ministers and propose their removal 
froin office, if the terms of the treaty betray 
incapacity on their part. But as the question 
of war invelyes a much greater magmtude of 
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difficulties and dangers, so should the House 
be placed (and in reality it so stands) in a very | 
different posture respecting that momentous | 
question. Most undoubtedly the Hon. Gent. 
(Mr. Fox) is perfectly justified in asserting 
that the prerogative of this House in granting 
or withholding the supplies, should be held as 
sacred as that of his Majesty in declaring war; 
-and though the House may not possess a nes 
gative on the, act of declaring war, yet it most 
certainly can exert a practical negative on the 
continuance or the termination of a war, by 
granting or withholding the supplies necessary 
to its prosecution. This privilege of the 
House grows out of the nature of the consti- 
tution, and I hold it, with the Hon. Gent. as 
highly essential to the interests and rights of 
the nation.—As to the degree of information 
which, on points like the present, the House 
is entitled to call for on Ministers, I must 
now beg leave to offer a few observations. In 
cases like the present, where the objects in 
view are not brought to a conclusion, and 
‘where measures, simply of precaution, are 
proposed, Ministers may think it their duty 
not to afford more than what may justify the 
measure they bring forward. After the cir- 
cumstances which called for that measure are 
brought to issue, then if the degree of inform- 
ation that has been afforded to the House 
appear insufficient, is it not in the power of 
the House to move an address to his Majesty 
for the production of additional and more sa- 
tisfactory information?—-The case of war is, 
mo doubt, a case which primd: facie would 
justify Parliament im calling for all possible 
information: it is the duty, and the serious 
duty of Parliament to inquire into the grounds 
and causes of war, and cautiously to examine 
whether they be necessary and just. But in a 
case of peace, although the terms of that 
peace might not be looked upon as satisfac- 
tory, yet the same degree of information re- 
specting the mode in which it was negotiated 
should not be insisted upon. Besides, the two 
cases differ materially from each other. The 
inconveniencies that may attend the one are 
much greater than what might ensue from the 
other. In the case of war, those inconveni- 
encies are comparatively small: but in that of 
peace, after all differences and bickerings were 
icably adjusted and composed, how serious 
ight be the inconveniencies that would re- 
bult from exposing to Parliament all the irri- 
tating circumstances that may have attended 
the progress ef a negotiation, while no one 
adequate advantage | pepe could be ex- 
ee from an mucplied or revealing of them? 
ither am. I here going so far as to say, that 

af peace should me result, no inform- 
ation should be afforded respecting such an 
event. I merely contend, that such disclo- 
ures should be allowed much to depend on 
circumstances, ‘much on the nature of the 
‘arrangement concluded, and much on the pru- 
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proper for them to:disclose. These few ob 
servations, I imagine, were called for upon 
the general principle, and the nature of 
doctrine which the Hon. Gent. (Mr, Fox) hs: 
laid down,—The House, I trust, will now in. 
dulge mein a remark or two upon the appli. 
cation of it; but first J must beg leave to ade 
vert to an expression which dropped from the 
Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox) in the course of his ob. 
servations. ‘The expression I allude to is that 
in which the Hon. Gent. seemed to insinuate 
that by the vote given en the question now 
before the House, the House would be com 
mitted to approve a war. I here again am 
ready to repeat, that the House should not 
give its countenance to any war, unless it 
were in complete possession of the grounds 
on which that war was to be entered on, 
and thereby. be enabled to judge whether it 
was just and necessary, or otherwise. But 
neither by the vote of this night, nor by that 
given on a former night on the question u: 
the address, was the House by any means 
committed to support a war. Ministers called 
merely for the means of taking such precau- 
tions as prudence might suggest, while nego» 
tiations were subsisting, and while prepara. 
tions were making on the part of one of the 
powers, which, on a contrary issue to that 
which was earnestly looked for, might be con- 
verted into means of hostile aggression. The 
same information was therefore not to be c- 
pected in the case of an armament, proposed 
under such circumstances, as if it was defini- 


| tively intended for the resumption of hostills 


ties. The Hon. Gent. in alluding to the Russ 
sian armament, seemed inclined to assimilate 
it to the present case; but the comparison | 
do not think very just. That was a question 
upon which a great difference of opinion pre- 
vailed, and the Hon. Gent.’s Fah pants 
upon it did not well apply to the present mes 
site Could a war etl Russia and Turkey 
immediately affect our security? or rather, 28 
not that armament intended to maintain the 
olitical balance of power? If that armamen 
ad no other object in view than the mainte 
nance of the balance of power, and was ¢™ 
barked in for political reasons only, then pe 
haps I might say, let us have no wa vai 
Russia for such reasons. There have, sg 
ever, been times and. circumstances when 2 
mere armament. in the ports of a rival pox” 
(in the port of Brest, for example), thou 
there appeared.no adequate reason to supp’ 
it to be.intended for hostile purposes, a 
con¢eive it should induce Government on " 
in like manner here ; and how could such 


: e from 
remanent be prepared without a meee dows 


jesty, such as has been brought 
nre: i then, in suc 
amy present occasion se titvieable, 


, or, rather ge 
caution, ¥ 


case, an armament is judg 


much more expedient, - 
must it be to adopt a similar pre 
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‘Kircumstance is added a pending negotiation of | 


considerable importance. For even although 
that armament should really be intended for 
jts avowed purposes, yet if the négotiation 


- ended in a rupture, would the House, in such 


a possible case, hesitate to vote the number 
of seamen now proposed, even as a measure 
of inere precaution? In that light alone it 
should now be viewed, nor would the vore of 
this night pledge Parliament to any thing far- 
ther. The subject would still be open to fur- 
ther ingwiry and discussion, when further 
communications should be received respecting 
the progress or issue of the negotiation. Even 
my Rt. Hon. Friend (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) has also assured the House, that 
no attempt should be made to con:mit Parlia- 
ment any further, without his previously hav- 
ing laid before them every possible informa- 
tion upon which to form a fair and accurate 
judgment of the case.—Now let me assure 
those Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox and Mr. Francis), 
that Ministers do not pretend to call for any 
greater degree of confidence than what the 
spirit of the constitution usually grants to per- 
sons in their situation, a degree of confidence 
which is generally atforded to Government, to 
whatever hands it may be intrusted; and no 
greater degree of confidence has any Ministry 
a right to demand than what is founded on the 
ge Parliament entertains of their princi- 
ples and conduct. All that I request or can 
expect on the present or any future occasion 
is, that Ministers be fairly dealt with, and that 
the House do not prejudge their conduct, un- 
less, upon due examination. and inquiry, they 
find we have forfeitéd their confidence. From 
the first hour we entered into office, we had 
severe difficulties to struggle with, and our 
best efforts have been eagerly exeried iu per- 
forming owr duty to our King and country. 
Whatever our conduct may be, we shall al- 
Ways be ready to explain it, and to lay before 
the Howse every possible ground by which 
that conduct may be judged, in the hopes that 


the circumstances attending it will be fairly 


considered, and that we may be permitted to 
stand or fall in the opinion of Parliament and 
the country. As to the proposed amendment, 
Ido not well see how’ the Houise Can possibly 
adopt it. It was usual enough for the House 
to agree to the number of men proposed to be 
voted; but there were few instances in which 
a greater number was proposed. If the pre- 
Sent question was agreed to, our naval force 
would consist of 60,600 men; and if hereafter 
It should appear that a larger number Was ne- 


essary, there would be no difficulty in in- 


Creasing it, 


Mr. Fox, in explanation, said, that he was 
happy to have the Noble Lord’s concurrence 
in the constitutional principle he had advanced, 

hen he said that the vote of this night would 
Take the House parties to the war, he per- 


¢ 


haps might have expressed himself more ac- 


‘CUurate’y by saying, that ir would make them 
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parties to the armament; and should the ar- 
mament produce a war, then would not the 
House be indirectly, at least, parties to it? It 
is notorious that armaments are preparing in 
the ports of France and Holland, but. their 
destination js not positively known; yet it 
may be proper to arm im consequence: but 
the House was not merély told of the exists 
énce of those armaments, but they were also 
informed that important negotiations were sub- 
sistine between the two countries; when, 
therefore, the, discussion is coupled with. the 
armament, the House is made a party not only 
to the armament, but is also called upon to 
sanction the importance of the negotiation 
with which it is connected. The Hon. Gent. 
in support of his opinion, that more informa- 
tion should be given before the House agreed 
to the vote, quoted two motions made by am 
Hon. Friend of his (Mr. T. Grenville) at the 
time when the Russian armament. was pro- 
posed: the tendency of these motions was, 
that it was the duty of Parliament duly, to ia- 


dens were to be imposed on the people, Did’ 
the House inquire sufficiently into. the object 
that new called for fresh burdens on the coun. 
try? If they did not, they deviated fram the 
spirit of the constitution, which says, Do not 
vote away the money of the people wxhout 
solid reasons to justify such a vote. 


Lord HAWKESBURY explained, and_ said, 
that if, on the mere ground of an armament 
on the part of.a rival power, it was right to 
propose a proportionare armament.on the side 
of this country, surely such a measure of pre- 
caution must be doubly necessary when the 
arthament was connected with a negotiation 
which possibly might te:minate in a rupture, 


Mr. ELLiottT complained. of the scarcity 
of information with which the Househad been 
supplied, He was always willing togive evéry 
support in his power towards the detence of 
the country, whenever Ministérs urged a suf. 
ficient reason, or the necessities of the coun- 
try appeared to demand it; but he must com. 
plain of the sort of systematic darkness in 
which Ministers wished ta keep that House. 
In former times the custom constantly pre- 
vailed, whenever such a vote was submitted to 
the House as that now upon their table, uni- 
formly to afford the most full and satisfactory 
information as to the nature Of the case, that 
ey might judge whether, it was such as pro. 

y 


perly required the vote proposed by Admi- 
ittation. Ever since the pee of Amiens 
had been concluded, that House had not been 
put in possession of a single word of informa- 
tion as to the exterior relations of the country. 
The parliamentary history of the country jus- 
tified him in the observation, that it was ex- 
tremely improper and unwise to goon session 
after session, without such information as we 
had formerly been accustomed .to receive 





when votes of men and money were demanded. 


quire into those objects for which fresh bur- 
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However, considering himself not pledged to 
any thing further than as a measure or pre 

caution, he gave his vote for the measure now 
before the committee. 


Mr. Canninc began by observing, that 
the difficulty he felt in rising on the present 
occasion was greatly lessened by the speeches 
he had just heard. When he rose to express 


‘his sentiments on a former question (the mo- | 


tion on the address), it was by no means his 


intention to disturb the unanimity by which | 
all he wished then | 
was to obtain some information; but on calling | 
for it he received for answer, which, no doubt, | 
conveyed great vews to him, viz. that he was | 


that question was carried : 


at liberty to move for such papers as might 
afford himinformation. Informatiouhe should 
not now look for. He was now So situated, 
that there could be no doubt about his vote on 
the present question. When the country was 


stated to be m danger, he should not pause to | 


ask in what kind of hands the reins of governs 
ment were pluced. He was ready and anxious 
to go as far as any nian in endeavouring to 
place the country in a state of security; but 
if Ministers give no precise idea of the degree 
of the danger, how was the Hceuse enabled to 
proportion the means of defence? He should 
willingly vote for the number of seamen pro- 


posed by Ministers, or for any other means of | 


defence the nature of our circumstances might 
require. ‘Lhose, means of defence are called 


address: one, the armaments in the ports of 
France and Hollands; the other, the arma- 
ment as Connected with the negotiations now 
subsisting. i 


a state of profound peace, was sufficient to jus- 


country, without adducing any information in 
Support of the measure, but the mere appear- 
ances. Agreed: but the case before the House 
was different. There were additicnal cirecum- 


Stances in the present case, which called for | , 
the precise object. 


additional information ; and when both were 
joined together, the necessity of information 
wis still more urgent. 


for St, Domingo, how were those persons 
treated by Ministers who ventured to call in 
question the innocence and sincerity of Buo- 
naparté’s intentions? Were they not arraigned 
as endeavouring to create ill blood between 
the two countries? Now, however, the inten- 
tions of the Fitst Consul may be. questioned 
without dreading any rebuke from Ministers. 
They even go so far as to put doubts in the 
mouth of Ins Majesty respecting the destitia- 
tion of the armaments carrying on in the 
French ports. The armament at the present 
moment would no doubt be unanimously ap- 
proved of asa measure of precaution; but as 
soon as “the appearance or ‘apprehension of 
danger passed over, some Gentlemen might 
think differently about it. Many who now 
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His Noble Friend (Lord Hawkes- | 
bury) had observed that a mere armament, in | : oe 
‘the present vote, and disappoint the hopes 
tfy a similar armament ‘onthe “part of this | 


On a former occasion, | 
when the first expedition sailed from France. 
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cheerfully voted for it, would think it no longer 
necessary, if they found the French expedi. 
tions had sailed; for their destination. lle 
shouid not be of that number, It was not 
against invasion only that we should be pre- 
pared; we should be so armed—we should 
arm Ministers with a force to enable them ty 
bring to issue those discussions which had 
long, too long been depending. They should 
be enabled to change a nominal and insecure 
repose into a real and solid peace. He was 
ready to confer any power on them by which 
they might convert doubt into certainty, mys. 
tery into eclaircissement. He was anxious to 
behold the treaty of Amiens consolidated — 
at length to be informed what the country had 
to expect, and when it was to enjoy the :eal 
blessings oF peace, instead of being left in a 


| situation worse than that of any war—a situa- 


tion which had no name or example in history 
—a situation which exposed the country toa 
degree of agitatioh, anxiety, and alarm, greater 
than accompanied any war—a situation which 
had given 2 zreater shock to public confdence 
and public quiet than any contest the country 
could possibly be engaged in. It was indeed 
to be hoped that a real peace might be ob- 
tained without the renewal of hostilities; but 
then it must be obtained by a firm tone, by 
vigorous measures, by cordial unanimity. But 
after being so long baffled and deluded, 1! 
Ministers should let the present opportunity 


escape from them, in what state would the 
for on tWo grounds stated in both parts of the | 


country be left, but in that slumber which did 


‘fot recruit her strength, but harassed her 


imagitvation with terrific dreams? If Ministers 
did siot empley the resources of the country 
to rescue it ence for all from so deplorable a 
situation, they would frustrate the object of 


which the House might be inclined to entertaud 


' from its unanimity. | 


Sir WituraM Putteney observed, that 
the country might be reluctant to enter into a 
war, of which the people could not perce's 
But if once they wet 
shewn and enabled to see that a war was Ui 
voidable, they would cordially and oe 
mously determine upon a vigorous prose" 
of it. AnHon. Gent. (Mr. Fox) had saicy 
that if the armament in the French ports wes 
was proposed as the ground of adopting mer 
sures of precaution, he should not cal! 'v “a 
information to induce him to support sean 
tion; but when thar measure of preca ae 
had further in view a pending peg i 
then he conceived that some further ay" KE 
tion should be given to the House. ge 
fered entirely from the Hon. — — 
point, for it must be injurious to 4 cid be 
tions that anseasonable information s aie 
called for or granted respecting igen 
crecy was not necessary on such ace to the 
why intrust the power of war or pe forms 
executive government? Producing amg 
tion on such subjects, could only 1 
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lence and secrecy promoted pacification. Be- 
sides, Ministers were under an awful respon- 
| sibility, and would they attempt to carry ona 
| war, while the House had the power to say 
No, and refuse the supplies? Now, in his opi- 
nion, was the time to shew all Europe that 





this country was prepared for any alternative. 
e He hoped, indeed, it was so prepared as to be 
enabled to meet any hostile attempt, not only 
_ with its fleets, but that precautions were also 
taken for its internal defence and security. 
That the country was not able to enter into 
> such a contest, he could not agree with the 
7 Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox). It was as able as 
7 ever; and since, to every considerate observer, 
> it must appear that a struggle must come be- 
~* tween England and France, it was better it 
> should come now than hereafter. France was 
>» not so well prepared to meet it as some per- 
"sons would imagine, while this country was 
~® never better able to enter the lists with her. 
It was obvious a struggle between the two 
_ countries cannot be far distant; it would bea 
terrible one, and must require all our united 
strength and best-combined exertions. 




























Mr. Trencu said, he thought proper to 
' make two observations to the committee : the 
one respecting a remark made by an Hon, 
Gent. (Mr. Canning) as to the words of his 
Majesty’s message—‘* avowedly for colonial 
| purposes.” That Hon. Gent. has said, that 
| such words being put into that most gracious 
_ communication, indicated a doubt of Buona- 
| parté’s good intention, which, perhaps, in all 
§ the circumstances, Ministers were not war- 
/ranted in doing. The Hon, Gent. (Mr. 
Trench) observed on this, that an enemy, or 
person having hostile intentions against the 
“country, most certainly would not acquaint us 
with what was the nature of his designs; 
therefore, as we at present could only have 
‘their declaration upon the fact of the arma. 
“ment, of which, no doubt, his Majesty’s Mi- 
‘Nisters have certain information, we could 
Consider this as no other than the avowed pur- 
‘pose. The other was, with respect to a point 
in the speech of an Hon, Gent. opposite (Mr. 
Fox): he had declared, that he should not 
think himself nor the House committed as to 
the war, by the vote which he or they might 
Bive to the measure now submitted to their 
onsideration: he (Mr. Trench) should go 
arther than him; he should say he did not 
onsider himself pledged even to the arma- 
ent, by voting as he now did for the supply, 
Vhich was the object of the present commit- 
fe; he considered himself as only pledged to 
measure of precaution. 








Mr.S. THORNTON professed himself ready, 
only to vote for the 10,000 seamen, but 


So to propose the means of raising them im- 
ediately, 
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Mr. Cannine advised his Hon. Friend (Mr. 
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that, if he persisted in it, it might endanger 
that unanimity which was so very desirable on 
the present occasion. 


Mr. Denr acquiesced, with the consent of 
the House. 





The guestion was then put on the resolu. 
tion, and agreed to nem. con, 








—— — - -—_- -—-- 


HOUSE OF LORDS, 
Monday, Mar. 14.—(See Minutes, p. 428.) 


[PRINCE OF WALES’S ANNUITY BILL. |— 
Lord PetHam moved the order of the day 
for the second reading of the Prince of Wales’s 
annuity bill; which being read, the Noble Se- 
cretary of State observed, he deemed it unne- 
cessary to trouble their Lordships at any length 
in the present instance. It was generally 
known to the House, that by the bill for the 
arrangement of his R.- H.’s affairs in 17955 @ 
portion of the aggregate then allotted him was 
set apart and vested in Commissioners, for the 
gradual discharge of his R. H.’s debts, The 
present bill proceeded from his Majesty’s gra- 
cious message to both Houses on the occasion, 
and was meant in a great degree as an antici- 
pation of the act of 1795, and by it the opera- 
tion of that act for discharging the remaining 
debts in four years, was fully provided for. 
But his Majesty, desirous that so illustrious a 
branch of his Royal Family as the Prince of 
Wales, should be restored to that degree of 
State and dignity becoming his rank and sta- 
tion, had sent the communication alluded to 
to Parliament, «nd upon which the present bill 
was founded. With these observations, in the 
present instance, he should move that the bill 
be now read a second time.-~ 


The Earl of Moira said, he should detain 
their Lordships very shortly on the present 
occasion; but as he had the honour of being 
one of his R. H.’s council for the dutchy 
of Cornwall, he had authority to declare, that 
his R. H. felt the most dutiful and affectionate 
regard, first, to his Majesty, for his most gra- 
cious interposition, and to Parliament for its 
liberality on the eccasion, as manifesied by 
the present bill. However, he thought it ne- 
cessary to state On the partof his R. H. that 
there still remained some claims upon him, 
which in honour and justice he felt it incum- 
bent on him to discharge : for this purpose he 
should think it necessary to create a pretty 
large sinking fund out of the aggregate of h's 
income, as it was the wish of his R. H. that 
those claims should be cleared off previously 
to his assuming that degree of state and dig. 
nity with.which the Roe 0 at large, and the 
Parliament, had expressed their wishes to see 
the Heir Apparent of the Crown invested. 
These: s were not of a secret nattire; the 
public were aware of them; it was therefore 
unnecessary to go into a discussion of thtsn 





nt) to withdraw his amendment; observing, 
ou. III. 
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at present; but his R. H. thought it proper to | 


have thus much stated, in order to avoid any 
imputation of unfairness on his part, of having, 
in the least, contributed to baulk the public 
expectation in seeing him immediately resume 
his full state and dignity. With respect to his 
R. H’s claims on the revenues of the dutchy 
of Cornwall, from 1762 to 1783, he had, from 
the best legal advice, been satisfied of the va- 
lidity of those claims, and accordingly insti- 
tuted a suit for their recovery; but in con- 
sideration of his Majesty’s royal interposition, 
and the liberal conduct of Parliament, with 


R. H. had made a due impression on his mind, 
he had given directions to his law officers to 
drop the suit. 


The Earl of Car is et observed, it might be 
in the recollection of their Lordships, what he 
said on a former occasion relative to his inten- 
tion to bring forward a specific proposition on 
the subject before the House. 


and important considerations induce him to de- 
part from it. 
they had heard from the Noble Earl who last 


as coming from authority, should, with a refer- 
ence to the respect and decorum which they all 
felt due to the illustrious personage in ques- 
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| hands of his Majesty, 
| generally aroused as it was, the nation could 


| on the contrary, their feelings should, inste 
_of despondency, be those of exultation. 


edly in view. 
respect to the present bill, added to other con- | 
siderations, which to the infinite honour of his 


That intention | 
might have remained, did not some very serious | 


First, the satisfactory statement | 
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saw that Parliament so cordially unanimous 
in the support of measures to strengthen the 
and the public spirit so 


not be said to be in perilous circuinstances ; 


ad 


The Duke of NorFo tk, in the course of his 
observations upon the subject, expressed his 
dissatisfaction at the measure which had been 
adopted, as falling short of the object profess. 
He thought the Heir Apparent 
should be enabled, not only to live in ease and 
affluence, but to display a splendour superior to 


| that of the richest private nobleman. He seemed 
impressed with these considerations so fully, 
| that were it constitutionally regular to originate 
a bill of this description in their Lordships’ 
_house, he would be induced to propose the 


rejection of the present bill, in order to bring 


in one on the principles he had alluded to. 


The Earl of Carnarvon spoke at some 
length, and in a certain degree took a similar 
ground with the Noble Duke. He strongly ex- 
pressed his disapprobation of the bill, conceiv- 


ing it not to be one formed upon the genuine 
spoke, which may be regarded to acertaindegree | 


: . - . ° - 1p 
principles adverted to in his Majesty's mes 
sage; it was rather, he thought, in its opcra- 


‘tion and effect (with a reference to the arrears 





of the dutchy), a bill for paying off a part of 
the civil list debts, &c. Pursuing this line ot 
argument for some time, he concluded with 
expressing his dissent from the bill. 


tion, induce him to forego it. Another con- 
sideration, and which operated still more for- | 
cibly upon his mind, arose out of the great | 
and important change in public affairs, since | 
the interval alluded to—the magnitude and | 
unportance of the political communications | 
made from authority to Parliament in the 
course of last week, should swallow up every 
inferior consideration, and primarily ingross ; aa 
the deliberations of both Houses. The coun- | For his part, he highly approved of the go 
try he regarded as in a perilous crisis:—the | adopted. ‘The Noble Secretary observecs pe 
utmost vigilance both of Parliament and the | a direct interference on the part ot i ggoamegh 
Administration were requisite at present; the | in the concerns of the Royal Family oy i 
wisdom of the former, and the exertions of the | best but an awkward thing. He thought = 
latter, should be called forth to avert the dan- | proceedings of that kind should so: 
ger. Under such circumstances, therefore, he | ceed from the latter quarter. In concluding, 
was unwilling to take any steps that might 
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Lord Petwam spoke in explanation at some 
length. He contended that the measure i 
question had nothing whatever to do with the 
| civil list. ‘he money alluded to by the Noble 
| Earl had been wholly applied to state service 
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he expressed his approbation of what had bee 
tend ever so slightly to embarrass Ministers, or 


to divert their attention from the present pos- 
ture of affairs; and so determining, he would 
support the bill. 


The Earl of DARN vey rose, principally to 
animadvert on an expression which had fallen 
from the Noble Earl who had just sat down. 
He would not, he said, admit the country to 
be in a perilous situation. 
of Ministers different from what it was, were 
they less alert and vigorous, did they remain 
supine, listless, and inactive upon their posts, 
then indeed the country might be said to be in 
such circumstances. But when they saw the 
Sovereign coming forward to his Parliament 
on the occasion, as they had done; when they 





| taken place. oprik 
served, could the bill be considere¢ 


(of the Crown, as it had never 
Were the conduct | 





stated by a Noble Earl (Moira). 

at some 
idea of 
{ving 


The Earl of Moira spoke ee 
length in explanation, and scouted the : 
any thing of the nature of a compromiss o ‘4 
With as little propriety, |S" 
1 asin an} 
e civil list, a 

been at any 


. at the 
time or by any person considered, et 
revenues of the dutchy, during the oat af 
question, had been applied to the ll of ‘the 
of the Sovereign, or to the purpo® 


‘ed to the 
civil list, but that they had been apple ques 
public exigencies of state. Had it sovercifh 
tion between his R. H. and the neve? 

, would have 


mode paying off the debts of th 


Parliament, he 
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heard a word upon the subject ; that illustrious | and as an Hon, Gent. opposite to him had very 
personage knew his duty too well, and had too | properly observed, that the House could bal- 
delicate a sense of his situation, to have | lot but two committees a week, he thought 
troubled Parliament with any matters respect- , the Middlesex petition could not, at all events, 
ing his individual interests which could affect | be tried till the ad of June. He believed that 
the quiet or repose of that illustrious family of | the time generally allowed for the exchange of 
which he was so distinguished a branch. ‘The | lists was a month. Under all these circum- 
Prince’s conduct, so far from being regarded in | stances he thought the first of May a period 
the light of a compromise, or wearing any ap- | that would not be objected to for the deliver- 
pearance of it, should be, and truly is, re-| ing the lists now moved for by the Hon, Gent. 
garded in the most dignified point of view, and | 
as a spontaneous act of magnanimity on the Mr. SHERIDAN said, that Mr. Mainwaring’s 
part of the Prince, who never wished for the | agent had called on Sir Francis Burdett’s soli- 
possession of those arrears, with any other | citor, who agreed to the 7th of April as a pe- 
view than to enable him to pay off those de- | riod for the delivery of the lists. 
mands which he felt it incumbent upon him, 
in duty and in honour, to discharge. Mr. Fox observed, that he had understood 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that 
The Earl of SurFrowk shortly expressed his | only two ballots a week were to take place 
opinion, that, considering the comparative va- , prior to the holydays, in consequence of many 
lue of money at the different periods of making | gentlemen having to attend the sessions and 
the arrangements for the establishment of his | other public business, which rendered it in- 
R. H. and those of his Royal grandfather, the | convenient, nay, impossible for them to pay 
income of the former should be double what it | close attention to the business of that House, 
had been made. tillafter the holydays. ‘The ballots, he under- 
stood, were then to go on as usual. 





The bil! was then read a second time, and | 
committed for next day. After a few observations from the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, the question was put, 

— eee and the first of May was the time agreed to by 
the House for receiving the lists of each party. 











HOUSE OF COMMONS. 





Monday, March 14. (See Minutes, p. 428.) 





[InpiaA BuDGET. ]—-Lord CASTLEREAGH 
[MippLEseEx ELECTION. ]—Mr. SHERIDAN | moved the order of the day for the House go- 
moved, that Mr. Mainwaring, the Rev. Wm. , ing into a committee on accounts presented 
Winkficld, and J. Wm. Knap, who have com- | respecting the East India Company. 
plained of an undue election for the county of | The House having resolved itself into a 
Middlesex, should be ordered by the House to | committee, 
send in a list of the persons who have polled | Lord CAsTLEREAGH said, that the com- 
for Mr. Mainwaring, together with other ob- | mittee would be aware that many of the ob- 
jections to the sitting member; and that the | servations waich he had to submit to their 
sitting member be ordered to send a list of the | consideration, respected the accounts which 
persons who polled for him, on or before the | had been presented to the House last session. 
7th of April. The accounts for the last year had not been 
received trom India, otherwise it would have 
_Sir Ropert Buxton said, he thought the | been his wish to have brought both the ac- 
time mentioned by the Hon. Gent. was too | counts under the consideration of the House 
short, for the preparation of the list now called | at the same time. But as the House must 
for, as the committee would not sit till the | wish to know the present state of the affairs of 
21st of May; he therefore did not think there | the East India Company, as they must be 
Was time enough to prepare the list. | naturally anxious to know what measures the 
| finances of the East India Company would 
Mr. SHERIDAN said, he never heard such a | enable them to take for the liquidation of their 
strange objection as the Hon. Gent. had just | debt, he should now, with the permission of 
made; he did not see much difference as to the committee, proceed to call their attention 
the length of time, between the 7th of April to the accounts which, as he had before stated, 
and the 21st of May. It was now seven months | were laid upon the table of the House in the 
since the election took place; he therefore last session of Parliament. The affairs of the 
thought that time enough had been grantedto East India Company naturally divided them- 
each party, to be ready with every thing con- selves into two classes, viz. those abroad and 





; nected with the Middlesex election. jthose at home. Their affairs abroad were 


divided into three distinct heads, namely, rst, 

Mr. Bracce said, it was a question of the revenues and charges; 2d, the extent of, 

doubt with him, whether the merits of the and provision for, the investments; and, ad, 

Middlesex petition could be tried this session ; the state of their ot and their assets. With 
C2 


== © . - 


— 


“2 GH WT. +e See 
=% 


» en Se 
' bs aie Zt. +8 
‘Si 6 Fe ee 


> 


ay 





=< < 
~~ 


tex 





4 

a |; 

Po at 

1) 
-4 
; 








1399] PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.—[Manrcu 14.] 


respect to the revenues, he would state them 
first upon an average ef three years, compared 
with one year preceding; 2dly, he would 
make a comparison between the estimated 
amount and the actual amount of the revenue 
of the last year; and, 3dly, the estimated re- 
venue for the succeeding year. He should 
therefore now proceed to state the revenues, 
charges, and estimates with respect to 
BENGAL. 
Revenues—Average 1793-9 to 1800-1 £/.6,436,897 


More than average last drawn 289,776 


Estimated for 1800-1 65339203 
Actual amount 6,658,334 


More than estimate 319,132 
Charges—Estimated for 1800-1 41422,047 
Actual amount 4,780,611 


More than estimate _ 358,564 


Deduct excess of revenue from excess of charge, 
the net revenue is Jess than estimated 399433 


Pn a 


And the net revenue for 1800-1 is 1,877,723 


ESTIMATES I8o0!-2. 
Revenues _- — -+ 7,051,164 
Charges -- oo -— 49582,201 


Net revenue — 25468,963 
Revenue estimated more than in 1800-1 392,830 
Charges ditto, less ditto — — 198,410 


Net revenue estimated for 1801-2, more than 

preceding year —- -—— 5925240 
The committee would observe from this 
statement, that the estimated charge for 
1800-1, WaS 4,422,047/. and that the actual 
amount of the charge was 4,780,611/7. m ing 
a difference between the actual and the €sti- 
mated charge 358,564/. As the officers of the 
Company had always shewn great accuracy in 
making up the estimates, and had been parti- 
cularly cautious not to mislead by overrating 
the revenue, he wished to explain to the com- 
mittee, how it happened that there was this 
excess of the actual over the estimated charge, 
and to shew that there was no ground for im- 
peaching the accuracy of the officers who had 
prepared the accounts. In the first place, 
these estimates referred to a period of war, and 
every body must be aware of the impossibility 
of strict accuracy and precision in estimates 
during the war. But in addition to this, he 
begged to state, that in the year to which he 
was alluding, the.expedition to Egypt took 
place, which certainly was not in contempla- 
tion when the estimates were made; and from 
this circumstance there would be found a 
difference between the estimates and the actual 
charges in all the presidencies. He then pro- 
ceeded to state the revenues, charges, and 


estimates with regard to Madras, but, in do- 
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ing so, he begged to apprize the committee 
that the estimates and accounts related only to 
the old possessions annexed to that presidency; 
otherwise it would be impossible to make a 
comparison between its present and its former 
state ; because, from the accession of territor 
and revenue, not only by the conquest of the 
Mysore, but by treaties with the Nizam, an ave- 
rage of the aggregate of the receipts would not 
constitute a fair mean of comparison with any 
former period. Having made this preliminary 
observation, he proceeded to state, that 
The average of these revenues, from 1798-9 

to 1800-1, was — — £.1,035,068 


_—_—_s— 


Which exceeds the average on the years 
1797-8 to 1799-1800 


Estimated for 1800-1 — — 
Actual amount — 39 540,268 


ee eee 


More than estimate 263,195 


Charges—Estimated for 1800-1 — = 39765913 
Actual amount — 293,310 


~—<---- + 


More than estimate — 5275397 
Deducting excess of revenue from excess of 
charge, the net charge is, more than 
estimated —~ — ~ 264,208 


_— —- —--- 


And the net charge of the year 1800-1 is 7531942 
ESTIMATES, I8o0I-2. 

Revenues — — — = 3899)040 

Charges —_ ome — 485931! 


——— 


Net charge _ 660,271 
Revenues estimated more than actual, 1800-1 353977? 


Charges ditto more than ditto 266,000 
——_" 


Net charge for 1801-2, estimated less than a 
the preceding year — — — 9%i7 
The committee would see from. this - 
ment, that there was a greater difference Dt 
tween the estimated and actual charge n Ma- 
dras than there was in Bengal: this differen’ 
arose from two circumstances} first, — 
was principally from this presidency — 
forces were sent upon the expedition to ai 
and secondly because there was a great in a 
ruption in the tranquillity of the southern Pi 
vinces, occasioned by the Poligars, ‘ ; 
caused much additional expense.— With reg : 
to the revenues and charges of Bombay, : 
wished to observe, that the crcgge * 
Malabar province to Madras in Ju Y mbsf 
having greatly reduced the receipts - be gro 
in the year 1800--1, an average on rope 
collections of three years could oe P ek 
be drawn for a comparison. In t oe ra 
was also proposed to make an — 7 
take the average, excluding the reven¥ 
ceded countries, which was, 7” 
L 211,99 


From 1788-9 to 1860-% - 
3 
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Which exceeds the average on the years 





1797-8 to 1799-1800 — £. 24,767 
Estimated for 1800-1 —_— — 3009475 
Actual amount — _ 286,457 
Less than estimate a _ 14,018 
Charges—Estimated for 1800-1 _ 1,030,993 
Actual amount — ome 1,329,176 


More than estimate a — 298,183 


Add deficiency of revenue to the excess of 
charge, the netcharge is more than estimated 312,201 


And the net charge of the year 1800-1 is 1,042,719 





ESTIMATES, I8o0I-2. 


Revenues — — ome 271,825 
Charges —_ _ —_— 1,185,308 
Net charges —_ — — 913,483 
Revenues estimated less than 1800-1 14,632 
Charges ditto less than ditto = 143,868 





Net charge estimated for 18012, less than 

preceding year -= — 1295236 
There then only remained Bencoolen and the 
other settlements. 
Revenues of Fort Marlborough, on an average 

of three years, 1797-8 to 1799-1800, were 6,985 


Charges ditto, ditto, _ 106,197 
Net charge _ _ a 999212 





Supplies from Bengal to Fort Marlborough, 
Penang, &c. estimated for 1800-1 — 82,360 
Actual amount — _— -—_ 156,325 





More than estimated os — 731965 





Supplies estimated for 1801-2 — 85,840 
He then proceeded to take a general view of 
the statement he had made. The result of 
the year 1801 collectively was as follows : 
Revenues—Bengal — £.6,658,324 

Madras a 39540,268 

Bombay — 286,457 








Total revenues 10,485,059 
Charges—Bengal —_ 4,780,611 

Madras —_ 452931310 
Bombay — 3,329,176 

Total charges 10,403,097 

Net revenue of the three presidencics $1,962 

Deducted from supplies to Bencoolen 156,335 

, The difference is 743363 
Which being added to the interest paidon the 
debts At Bengal £:7465184 
Madras 212,488 


Bombay 135,289 


a= 1,093,961 





The deficit of revenue from the territories, 


&e. then is om ow 1,168,324 
Deduct the amount sales ef imports 493,667 


The remainder £574,659 
is the amount of the deficit, after allowing 
for the produce of the sales of the imports, 
Amount advanced for the purchase of in- 
vestments, pay ment of commercial chaiges, 
and in aid of China investment, 
At Bengal £397,691 





Madras 453990 

Bombay 400,48 5 
Total advances for investment 1,752,136 

Cargoes invoiced from India to Europe in 
1800-1, with charges — 15399)°33 


The result of the estimates for 1801-2, col- 
lectively, was, 














Revenues—Bengal £+7905 1,164 
Madras —_ 39899,040 
Bombay — 271,825 
Total revenues — 11,222,029 
Charges—Bengal — 4,582,201 
Madras _ 495599301 
Bombay — 1,185,308 
Total charges 10,326,820 
Net estimated revenue of the three presi- 
dencies — — —_— 895,209 
Deduct supplies to Bencoolen, Sc, 85,840 
The remainder $09,369 
Deducted from interest on debts a 1,342,854 
Shews the net deficiency of the revenues 
from the territories, &c. to be 533435 
Which deducted from the estimated amount 
of sales of imports — _ 564,527 
— 
The remainder was 31,042 


And this was the amount estimated to be appli- 
cable in the year 1801-2 to the purchase of in- 
vestment, payment of commercial charges, &c. 
—Having gone through this general account, 
and having stated the magnitude of the deficit, 
the committee would not be surprised that the 
amount of the investments was not so great ag 
it might otherwise have been expected.—The 
next subject which he wished to submit to the 
committee was the debts of the Company is 
India. They were as follow: 




















Amount stated last year — £.14,640,402 
Amount this year —_— — 179674)532 
Increase — 319345130 
Debts transferred in the year — 8 1,888 
Debts bearing Interest. a 
Amount last year _— — 12,301,570 
Amount this year — _— 1551355354 
Increase of debts bearing interest 2,833,984 
Amount of interest payable by the accounts ss 
of last year ~e — 1,082,042 
Amount of interest payable by the accounts 
of this year _ a 1,342,853 
Increase of interest payable annually 260,818 
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Assets in India, 
Consisting of cash, goods, stores, &c. Jast 
— $£:191569,553 
12,113,923 


year — — 
Ditto, ditto, by present statement 


Increase of assets 





Deduct 

Increace of assets from increase of debts, the 
state of the Company’s affairs in India | 
wi)! year Worse by —a 25439 761 } 

The next subject to which he called the atten- | 

tion of the committee was the home accounts | 

of the Company. 

Aizgregate amount of sales 180i-2 

Less than last year 


99155,987 


On the Company’s goods alone 9715554 
Private goods éhem 75367 
Neutral property — TIS, 54g 
1,167,465 
Sales on Company’s goods, estimated at 797195400 
Actually amounted to _ 6,630,487 


—_—_— —_ 





Peing less than estimated osm 438,913 

The receipts on the sales of the Company’s 
goods, estimated at _— ome 
Actually amounted to — ‘ities 


7,161,918 
6,336,192 
Being less than estimated mee 825,726 
Charges and profit on private trade estimated 
at —_ —“ — 100,000 


Actually amounted to _— 19395°3 


Bein more than estimated — £,-93,563 
The balance estimated to be remaining in fa- 
vour on the rst March 1802, amounting to 
486,7312. would by the actual accounts have 
been considerably against the Company from 
the disappointment in the receipt on the 
sale of goods, and from deferring the disposal 
of the loyalty loan; but from some additional 
receipts on profit on private trade, and from 
Government for stores, &c. with postpone- 











ment of the payment of the debt to the Bank, | 
amounting to 800,o00/. the balance the rst | 
March 1802, although the supplies to India | 
and China exceeded the estimate upwards of | 
200,oco/, still remained in favour to the | 
amount of 168,759/. being less than estimated 
317,972/.—The estimates for 1802-3 were as 
follow: 
Receipt for sale of Company’s 

goods — -- _ £ 6,500,600 
From the small balance at the com- 

mencement of the year, and the 

extensive supplies required for 

India and China, also the expect- 

ation of liquidating the debt to 

the Bank, the balance against the 

Company on the rst March 1803, 





is estimated to amount to 194345556 
DEBTS AT HOME. 
Ox tst March 1808 — a 


Oa rst March 1¥02 — nt 


593932989 
4,322,633 


ome 


Decrease §713306 
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ASSETS AT Home, 
On Ist March 1801 aor ow L640 
On ist March 1802 ae ma eas 
wy9K 2,709 


Increase a, f 
T3920 24 


Adding decrease of debts to increase of ASSELS, a: 
the improvement of the home concern in 
this year is — — _ 
; 1,969,330 
CHINA AND ST. HELENA, 
Balance at China last year in 
favour — £,-1,226,079 
Balance at China by the pre- 
sent accounts — T,O19,55¢ 
Decrease 206,528 
Balance at St. Helena on 
30th Sept. 1799, in 
favour — £58,366 
Balance at St. Helena on 
zoth Sept. 1800, in 
favour _ 775852 
Increase 195486 
Net decrease at China and St. Helena 189,042 
GENERAL COMPARISON OF DEBTS AND 
ASSETS. 
Increase of debts in India 390249130 
Decrease of debts at home 5715306 
Net increase of debts — 2,462,324 
Increase of assets in India £ 5441359 


Increase of assets at home 15398,024 


156425393 
Deduct 


| Net decrease of balance in favour 


at China and St. Helena 137,042 


Net increase of assets 15755535! 
Deducted from the increase of debts would 
shew the state of the whole concern to be 
worse than at the conclusion of the last 
year in the sum of — — f, 7079473 
Which sum was subject to alteration on the 
final adjustment of the claims of the Company 
on Government, included in the home asset's 
to the amount of 3,573,339/. making an 
crease in this year, under this head, of 900/899 
—Having gone through a general ae : 
the affairs of the East India Company, bot! # 
home and abroad, comprising their Fevenuch 
charges, debts, assets, &c. he should n of 
proceed to put the committee In possession © 
the best outline in his power of the gems 
view of their situation. The best ory ai 
occurred to him of doing this, wou d i 
state to the committee, first, the “vue 5 the 
incumbrances upon the Company; Saal 
extent of their means to meet si a0 
brances; then the mode in which It ‘melior® 
posed to apply those means for the . sauielt 
tion of their affairs, and the result t - i 
fairly be expected from the — eee 
measures; and lastly, to state Compas 
expectation of the public from the 
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either in the alternative of peace or war. In 
order to elucidate this subject, he had move d 
for these accounts, which would put the House | 
in possession of all the material facts. And 
first, with regard to the incumbrances: the 
estimate of the revenue and charges had been | 
prepared by the proper officers abroad, and | 
also the interest of the debt; but there was no | 
certified amount of the capital ot the debt, he | 
was therefore obliged to form the best estimate | 
in his power. In order to prevent mistake, 

and to be as sure as possible, he would take 

the capital of the debt at the highest amount, 

and state it at 18,500,000/. which would com- | 
pletely cover the whole of the debt. Of this | 
sum, as he had before stated, 16,000,coo/. bore 
interest, the annual amount of which was 
1,438,791/. This certainly was a most serious 
sum, and must necessarily be a most serious | 
deduction from the income of the Company. 
But, great as it was, still it was a most satis- 
factory consideration, that if the state of the 
Company in 1793, with all the necessary in- 
crease of expense in the course of the war, was 
compared with its present state, there would 
be a corresponding increase in the assets of 
the Company, at least equal to the incum- 
brances incurred, so that the Company were 
in as good a state as they were at the com- 
mencement of the war. In considering the 
debt of the Company, the first thing that na- | 
turally occurred to the mind was the very high 

rate of interest which they paid for their debt; | 
the interest amounted to very little short of 9 | 
per cent. He stated this, in the hope that the 
committee would bear it in mind, while he ad- 
verted to what occurred to him upon another 
part of the subject. If the Company had no 
surplus revenue at all to apply to the liquida- 
tion of their debt, still there was another ope- | 
ration which they might have recourse to, and | 
which would contribute very materially to that 

object, and that was the conversion of their | 
Indian debt bearing the high interest he had 
stated, into an European debt. This would 
put the Company into the possession of a con- 
siderable fund for the extinction of their debt, 
because the difference of interest between an 
Indian debt, to the amount he had stated, at 
9 per cent. and an European debt at 5 per 
cent. would afford to the Company a saving 
of about 5,380,coo/.a year. He wished there- | 
fore that the committee would always bear in 
mind that there were apolicable to the extinc- 
tion of the debt not only the existing funds, | 
but the saving to be made by this change in 
the nature of the debt. The present means 
which the Company possessed to meet their 
incumbrances must arise from their revenues 
abroad, and from their capital at home, The 
estimated revenues, according to the latest 
accounts which had been received, would be 








Were 9,346,369/.3 there would then remain a | 
op Of 2,729,811/.; from this, however, were 
to be deducted the commercial charges, the | 
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supplies to Bencoolen, and the interest of the 
debt, and there would then remain a net sur- 
plus of 1,053,582/. ‘Jhis surplus arose partly 
from an increase in the revenue, and partly 
from some reductions which have been mace in 
the expenses. No reduction, however, had been 
taken credit for, which had not been ectually 
accomplished, though there were others in 
contemplation which he hoped would be ex- 
tremely productive. In adverting to this sub- 
ject, it was impossible that the attention of 
the committee should not be turned to the 
Noble Person now at the head of the governs 
ment in India, the Marquis Wellesley ; and he 
would venture to say, that, high as hs charac- 
ter stood upon other grounds, it would stand 
still higher when the measures he had adopted 
for improving the finances of the Company 
were considered; it would be found that the 
same energy of mind which carried him through 
the other difficulties which surrounded him, 
had particularly characterized his financial ar- 
rangements.—Having, however, mentioned the 
reductions which had been made, he wished 
that the comniuttce should not entertain any 
apprehensions that they were such as would 
in any degree endanger the safety of our em- 
pire in India; and perhaps the best way to 
satisfy the committee upon this head would be, 
to state the amouat of our army in India. It 
amounted to 24,000 Europeans, of whom 
17,000 were King’s troops. The native force 
amounted to 89,coo0 men; and the irregu- 
lar force, including Lascars, to 10,000, making 
altogether an army of above 124,000 men. 
With such a force, there was no ground for 
apprehensions either from attacks from Europe 
or from contests in India.—His Lordship then 
proceeded to comment upon the commercial 
state of the Company, and contended, that 
nothing could shake them in the com- 


_merce of the East, because nobody would em- 


bark a large capital against. a company that 
had so large a surplus revenue, which they 
must remit to Europe, and which must enable 
them to drive any competitor out of the market. 


| With regard to the sum which at the last re- 


newal of the Company’s charter was to be 
paid to the public, the non-payment of it had 
only been occasioned by the war, but un- 


_doubtedly in the event of the continuance of 


peace, the payment would be regularly made, 
According to the act for the renewal of the 
charter, the appropriation of their surplus re- 
venue was as follows: the first half million 
vas to answer bills from India, the second 
half million was to be paid to the public, and 
the remainder was to go in extinction of the 
debt. The result of this statement would be, 
that after paying the public s00,c00/. a year, 
there would remain a surn of above one million 
applicable to the reduction of the debt, inde- 
pendent of the measure to which he had before 
alluded, of the conversion of the debt. He 
wished here to observe, that it was not in 
contemplation to liquidate the whole of the 
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a part of the debt should remain; one of 
those reasons was, that the natives should 
have an interest (independent of the advan- 
tages they have under our government) in 
the permanence of the Company. Suppos- 
ing then the amount of debt to be reduced 
WaS 12,000,000/. and the sum applicable to 
the reduction to be 2,000,000/. a year, it 
would obviously be liquidated in six years, and 
the interest due upon the remainder, taking 
it even at 6 per cent. would be only 240,000/. 
ayear. He presumed that the interest might, 
under these circumstances, be reduced to 6 


per cent. and in the present state of the Com- | 


pany’s affairs, they would not have occasion 
to raise any money for the first two years. 
He was aware that the committee might sup- 
pose that he was giving an exaggerated account 
of the affairs of the Company, but he would 
state the grounds of his calculation as applying 
to the alternative either of peace or war. His 
Lordship then entered into the following state- 
ment of the Company, and applicability of 
those means to the liquidation of their debts. 
He had before stated the surplus of their 
foreign revenue ; he now came to consider their 
home surplus. ; 

Four years average to March 1802 £- 366,874 
Add net surplus abroad 1,053,582 


1,420,456 
1,500,000 


Say net proceeds 
The proportional profits on an investment of 
four millions will be more. 


DISTRIBUTION OF NET PROCEEDS: 
Public participation 500,000 
Reduction of debt ¥,000,000 
Proposed sinking fund to be applied each year 2,000,000 
Till the capital in India bearing interest is re- 

duced to 
Amount to be reduced 
Time required, six years, 
Annual sinking fund to be constituted as 
follows : 
From net proceeds as above 1 200,000 
From savings of interest and loans in Europe 1,000,000 


ene 


— — 


—~ —ee 


a ne oo 


4,000,000 
12,000,000 


ee ee 


Total {£:2:000,000 
The sinking fund will operate as underneath, 
supposing the rate of interest to be gradually 
reduced, till it shal! stand at 6 per cent. 
Indian debt will be reduced April 1809 to £.4,000,000 
Interest 240,000 


The twelve millions paid off will have been 
supplied as follows: 
Surplus from net proceeds for six years 
Savings of interest in the same period 
To be furnished from Europe 


6,c00,000 
2,713,COO 
3528 7,000 


- 12,000,000 
Of the sum to be furnished from Europe, not 
more than 2,000,000/. need be raised by loan; 
therepayments from Government for the Egyp- 
tian expedition, &c. will cover the remainder; 
and this sum subject to be reduced by any 
unprovement of net proceeds which may hap- 
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1 or commercial 
profits.—State of affairs at the end of SiX years: 
Indian surplus, April 1809 " 
Home surplus 


ae 


£:252.50,000 

450,060 

§00,0c0 

; 5. licsaca, 25200,C00 
Supposing two millions raised in aid of sink- 
ing fund, by adding to capital, deduct in- 

terest at 5 per cent, 


anes ee 


Deduct—Public participation 


— 100,000 
25100,000 
Net proceeds, subject to ulterior appropria- 
tion, viz.—1-6th to proprietors to increase 
dividends 
5-6ths to be invested in the funds to counter- 
secure capital 


350,000 


1,7 50,000 
2,100,000 
The operation of the above appropriation until 
the year 1813-14, when the charter would ex- 
pire, unless sooner renewed, would be to in- 
crease the Company’s dividends annually, by 
one half, viz. 350,000/. and to accumulate, at 
4 per cent. compound interest, during the five 
years, a guarantee fund of 9,485,000/.—In the 
event of war, the Indian surplus must be 
necessarily reduced. The reductions of charge 
since the peace amount per estimate to 
783,000/. per annum. Allowing for a war 
establishment equal in extent to that at the 
close of the late war, there will still remain 
net proceeds 717,000/.—But to make the most 
ample allowance, take the war charges at 
1,000,000/. there will still remain net proceeds 
500,000/. applicable to the reduction of debt. 
—In this case the participation of the public 
would necessarily be suspended during wal; 
and would revive upon the reductions resulting 
from peace.—With such a disposable surplus; 
provided the transfer of funds from Europe t 
India shall meet with no interruption in time 
of war, the contracting of fresh loans may n0t 
only be avoided, but a system of liquidation, 
upon principles similar to those above state¢s 
be pursued even during war, though neces 


-rily upon a reduced scale.—For executing te 


above measure, and for the extension of - + 
the Company possess the following aval 
resources ; 
May addto their capital two millions, at2200 0 
r cent, — f24igoor 
More bonds may be issued with consent of 
Treasury - 


1,000,00° 


— 


a st 
——— 


§ 400,009 
2.4000 ,000 
-——_™ 


0 
Remains for the extension of trade : Ste 
Having gone through the whole oy aio, 
ment with the greatest clearness an Pe ntiOu- 
his Lordship said, that although 4 ~ " 
ance of peace must be to India, as pe he 
to this country, and to the sy ie 
greatest blessing, yet if, contrary a lunged 
and endeavours, we should be ag 


Suppose as above, raised for sinking fund 
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native of war, than the India Company. They 
had now finished a war of ten years continu- 
ance; they had not only to contend against 
the European war, but they also had to con- 
tend with the powers of India. In fact, it 
might be said that they had been constantly at 
war since the first operations of Lord Corn- 
wallis, All this they had done with unim- 
paired means, with undiminished resources. 
They had now an empire double in extent and 
inrevenue; and although they had added ten 
millions to their debt, their means had in- 
creased in a corresponding ratio. If this was 
their situation in a period of war, what would 
have been their condition if in the enjoyment 
of peace? But their revenue had not only kept 
up in the manner he had stated, they had also 
provided against great and heavy establish- 
ments; they had made arrangements for more 
comfortable provision for the officers and 
troops on their establishment; they had also 
made an establishment for the better admi- 
nistration of justice; and all this had made an 
increase in their expenditure of near one mil- 
lion a year, a sum almost equal to the amount 
of the interest of their debt. This statement 
must, he was sure, be satistactory to the public, 
and must shew that there was every probability 
of this country deriving a great and essential 
suppcrt from India, and that the Company 
| would have the means, at no remote period, 
_ ot paying to the public a sum of half a mil- 
lion a year, and of reinforcing the sinking 
ftind with no less than one million and a half 
/ 2 year. This completely justified the state- 
@ ment of his Noble Friend, who had preceded 
Ro him in the office he now held, and whose pre- 
dictions would have been sooner verified if it 
a had not been for the war in which this coun- 
| try was engaged. In the event of another 
' War this country must, for atime, give up the 


| One million a year applicable to the reduction 
of its debt, which, even upon the least fa- 
PYourable calculation, must discharge it in 
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into a war, he was sure there was no part of | now move the resolutions; but if any Gentle. 
our empire better prepared to meet the alter- | 
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men wished for further time to consider the 
| subject, the resolutions might be moved pro 
forma at present, and the discussion postponed 
to another day.—He then moved the first re- 
solution. 


Mr. JoHNSTONE said, he should not trou- 
ble the House many minutes; he had to ob- 
| serve, that the Indian debt had greatly in- 
| creased within a short time: on looking over 
| the papers, he found that the Company were 
| 700,000/. worse at this period than they were 
a few years back. He said, the money owing 
to them was to be considered as bad debts, 
which in all probability they never would re- 
ceive. Some of the accounts contain very 
accurate statements, but many others of the 
accounts are very incorrect; and he would 
venture to say, that when the Company paid 
all their legal debts, they would find a defi- 
ciency of many thousands. The extraordi- 
nary revenue arose from the Company having 
such a desire for territorial possessions, which 
involved the Company in additional and unne- 
cessary expense. ‘The customs also came un- 
der his observation, which he very much dis- 
approved of, as inimical to the prosperity of 
that country: he said, every article that was 
sold in India bore a heavy tax; the same spe- 
cies of tax was known in Spain, which had in 
some measure reduced the importance of the 
trade of that nation; but which tax Lord 
Cornwallis (whose policy was sound and bril- 
liant) had repealed in India, from a thorough 
conviction of its ill effects to that country. 
The successive estimates of the state of that 
country prove that the expenditure has gone 
much farther than was expected. He stated 
that the trade of China had been more pro- 
fitable to the country, than the trade of any 
other part of India. The Court of Directors 





ry | had told the public, that the Indian debt had 
j annual half million which the Company was | increased to 1,200,000/. which arose from their 
to pay; but still the Company would have | extraordinary disbursements, but which has 


been found to turn out a deficiency of 
1,800,000/, He observed, that his Lordship 
had told us with great pleasure, that we have 





twelve years. Therefore, in whatever view 
pthe subject was considered, whether in the al- | 
ternative of peace or war, there was no ground | 

for alarm, but the most solid and well-grounded | 
Prospect of prosperity. He had thought it | 
is duty to submit these considerations to the | 

committee as subjects which they ought to 
Understand; and if he himself understood the 
subject, the prospect was founded upon the 
we: solid basis. If the peace continued, the 
4 ic would next year obtain their participa- 
on of the Company’s surplus revenue, and 
noes. d would have 2,000,000/. appli- 
"Sao the reduction of its debt. If war 
orego rae took place, this country must 
a Or atime the half million a year, but 
oMpany would still have one million a 


} 




































pear for the liquidation of its debt. He should 


Vou, Il, A 





| increased the Indian territories, by which we 


had received many advantages; but he was 
sure that we had reduced the consequence of 
the country. He said, that we had ‘com- 
mitted a breach of faith in India, and that we 


had been guilty of as much injustice in India, 


as the French had been in Europe. He con- 
cluded by saying, that the estimates pre- 
sented to the House were far from accurate, 
and not to be depended upon, 


Lord CASTLEREAGH Said, he did not wish 
to enter into a discussion on the subject to- 
night, nor did he wish the vote of the House 
till they had minutely examined the estimates 
laid before them; yet he could not help say- 
ing that the Learned Gent. had misconceived 
many parts of wet sy oe His Lordship 
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then entered into a long explanation, which 
was only a recapitulation of his former state- 
ment, and concluded by saying, that when 
the resolutions were read he should be happy 
to hear any Gentleman address the committee 
on the question; and he should also be happy 
to give evcry explanation that could possibly 
be wished for, 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUuER said, 
he should not have said a word on the present 
subject, had it not been for an expression made 
use of by the Hon. Gent. who had just spoken. 
He had charged our conduct in India as a breach 
of good faith. The Hon. Gent. must allow 
him to complain of this statement, and of the 
time in which it was made—for it was a time 
when the subject to which the assertion re- 
ferred could not be examined, and when 
therefore no correct opinion could be formed 
by an individual upon the subject; it was 
therefore to him a matter of regret that this 
assertion had been made: therefore he would 
ask of the House, and he was confident that 
he should not ask in vain, that they would 
keep their minds clear upon the matter, and 
free of bias, until they should have an oppor- 
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object to this country to preserve it in its pres 
sent course, instead of suffering it to run into 
another channel. He thought it necessary 
also to do away false impressions, which 
might be made by unfounded assertions, 


Mr. Francis objected to the statement of 
the Noble Lord who brought this subject for. 
ward that night, because the whole of it pro- 
ceeded on estimates which contained many 
things that might or might not be made 
good; and also some false documents. He 
looked upon all estimates as no better than 
promises; and although he had no claim to 
infallibility, yet he possessed some experience 
upon this subject; but he should speak this 
night as a mere Member of Parliament, as if 
he had never been in India. Now these esti- 
mates were no better than promises, and he 
knew very well that promises had been held 
out from year to year; but the result was, 
that the affairs of the Company were always 
rather worse afterwards than when the pro- 
mises were made. Nothing could be more 
distinct than that, on the renewal of the char- 
ter, 500,000/. a year was to have been paid 
by the Company to the public, upon which, 


tunity of looking into all the circumstances of | however, no more had ever been actually re- 


it, and this he was aware the House would do 
without any suggestion from him; but he 
stated this merely by way of caution to some 
individuals, because he knew that unfavour- 
able impressions might be made, when bold 
though groundless assertions were advanced, 
affecting the characters of meritorious indivi- 
duals, who had been zealously engaged in the 
service of their country. It was too much 
that they should be made to suffer in their 
character from a broad unfounded assertion ; 
it was painfyl to suppose that they might be 
affected in this manner, and that tiey should, 
for a time even, be deprived of that which 
was a considerable part of their reward, 
uamely, the approbation of their country; 
the whole of their conduct therefore ought to 
be left untouched, until they had an oppor- 
tunity to explain it themselves, or by those 
who might derive information from them when 
they returned, when he had no doubt their 
conduct would do them honour: for these 
yeasons he begged Jeaye to object to the ex- 
pression of the Hon. Gent. which stated that 
Great Britain was stigmatized with a breach 
of faith in India. He begged pardon of the 
committee for haying called its attention aside 
upon this occasion for a moment, but it ap- 
peared to him to be a debt of justice to take 
tare that no injurious impression should be 
made gn the characters of gallant men, who 
had so bravely acted in the service of their 
country, ) 


Sir HuGu InGuis supported the conduct of 
the Bast India Company. He gave an account 
#f the trade, public and private, for the last 


{pur years, and maintained that it was a great 





ceived than the fruits of one year. The No- 
ble Person who had the arrangement of these 
affairs formerly under his care (Lord Viscount 
Melville) had considered the affairs of India 
as if there had been no war to interfere in the 
arrangement $ and now the Noble Lord could 
not make the difference he proposed in his 
statement as between war and peace, without 
deserting the system of his noble predecessor. 
The Noble Lord had said, that India would 
never be a drain on this country, but — 
afford it material support, in which he adopteé 
the language of his noble predecessor; but" 
was not to be forgotten, that was a proms 
which had been held out for the last “ne 
years, but which had never yet been rin 
60 much of promises, and estimates, ¥" Z 
were no better than promises. He then pre 
ceeded to take a view of the accounts so 
had been laid before the House on the pat! 
the India Company, and contended t as 
extremely defective, and that the — oh 
ment of to-night was fallacious, and the ants 
not to be relied on: he charged the ond 4 
with having been fabricated for the ake "i 

imposing «on the House and the + that 

making a false balance. He sa sagen 

the capital stock of the East India anh | 

ought to have been stated, which It wounted 
It was stated in the year 17933 and — also ? 
to no less than 7,807,000/.; there etlOe tb 
claim stated by the Company, — inset 
33900,099/. which the Noble “ doubtfu 
said was of a nature that made ; ++ go tht 
whether it would be allowed or vam of the 
this made the real state of the acco 


: ard 
Company 10,000,000/. more than it PO of 





on the face.of the present statement le 
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counts of the India Company, instead of a 
balance in their favour, it would be against 
them. He complained of these statements as 
contrivances to give to.the House and the 
public a false view of the affairs of the East 
India Company, and that made him have re- 
course to his original proposition, that upon 
the subject of the East India Company’s af- 
fairs, promises had been held out from year to 
vear, Which had never been realized. 































Lord CASTLEREAGH admitted, that it was 
fair that the accounts of the affairs of the East 
India Company should be examined; but the 
committee would recollect, that what was 
now before it was a comparison of the affairs 
of the Company at different periods, chiefly 
with a view of considering whether the war 
had injured their affairs or not, and comparing 
all the debts of the Company and their assets 
together. The Hon. Gent. had said that these 
accounts were made up with a view of giving 
incorrect information; and this, he said, was 
done by leaving out of the account the whole 
of the capital of the Company, which he 
stated to be above seven millions. ‘There 
was no force in this objection; there could be 
no imposition upon any body by this, because 
™ =it was known by every body what the amount 
® «of that capital was; and leaving out of the 
» account that which was perfectly notorious, 
could answer no purpose whatever of impo- 
sition: and therefore, when the Hon. Gent. 
| called this a false account, for the purpose of 

imposing upon the pablic, he was carrying the 
© argument further than, upon reflection, he 
| would be inclined to do. He took off from 
_ the account the whole of the note of the 


pany from Government. Whether it was to 
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tended, that upon’ a fair statement of the ac- | ments, the Company will have one million 2 


year, even in case of war, applicable io the 
reduction of their debts; and if there wae 
another such company in. this world, he should 
be glad to be informed where to find it. 


Mr. Francis persisted in his former state- 
ment, and maintained that he was borne out 
by the accounts now upon the table. 


Mr. Witi1aAM DunpAs observed, that the 
manner in which his Noble Friend had opened 
this subject was so clear, that there was but 
little to go over in the accounts again; buf 
something stated by the Hon. Member who 
spoke last called for an answer, and that 
which he should give should be very short. 
‘The Hon. Gent. said, that the account before 
the committee was false, inasmuch as it did 
not contain the capital stock of the Company. 
By this one would think there was some mys- 
tery about the matter, that there was somes 
thing unknown about it; but instead of that, 
it was a matter of so perfect notoriety, that 
one of the clerks of the India House would 
laugh at any body that made a question upon 
it. Imposition was therefore impossible in 
' this case. The Hon. Gent. had said that he 
was not infallible; he was glad of that assu- 
rance from himself, otherwise he could not 
have been Sold enough to offer any answer to 
him. For want of that absolute infallibility 
to which the Hon. Member approached, he 
had, by. the merest accident, omitted to take 
notice of one line which was at the head of 
this account, and in the very title of it: for it 
was stated to be an account of the affairs of 
the East India Company, “ exclusive of their 
capital stock.”” And this was the account 








| charge made as being due to the India Com. | 


that was framed for the purpose of deceiving 


the public, by omitting that which they pro 


fall on Government or on the Company, was | fessed to omit; but this was the observation 
| 4 point hereafter to be determined; but it ; of an Hon. Gent. who was not infallible. As 
' could only be stated in the way it had been. | to what had been said upon the conduct of 
: As to the result of the statement, the Hon. | the Noble Lord (Lord Melville) who preceded 
Gent. might make it for himself. It would | his Noble Friend in this department, Mr. 
Stand thus debts in Europe, including the | Dundas said that he had stood some time in 
capital which the Hon. Gent. alluded to, i the light of a parent to him, that any thing 
amounted to 2,600,000/; debts in India, bear- | he could say of him must of course be accom- 
Ng interest, 16,000,c00/.3 assets in Europe | panied by partiality, as well as veneration. 
Were 17,000,000/.3 in India, 11,000,000/.; | That Noble Person ‘stood upon his character 
PMaking in all 28,000,000/.. In this account _in that House, and before the public, by whom 
there was no dead stock stated, though that _ he was well known, and. he hoped esteemed. 
Was of great value; nor was this all the pro- , But the Hon. Gent. had said that that Noble 
perty of the Company, for it must be remem- | Person had, for the last twenty years, held out 
ered, that they had great territorial posses- | promises which had not been kept on the afs 
sions in India, besides what they derived un- | fairs of the East India Company ; that he had 
o* sweeping clause of their charter; and | made no difference in his comparative state- 
ome ore there was a vast mass of property in | ments between a time of peace and atime of 
© vompany, which was-not brought to the | war. In the first place, for twenty years he 
Credit side of this account; consequently the} would not have made this comparative estie 
Sommittee would clearly see, that this was | mate as between peace and war.at all, because 
hot an account laid before them for the pur-| for much of that time there was no war, nov 
Pose of imposing a false balance in favour of | did'this comparative estimate commence untik 
~ Company. The truth of the matter was | the year 1793, which was the period of the 
WS: that after discharging al} ‘their engage- | renewal of meauees 5: 9 the Company.: but 
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since that period, the Noble Lord alluded to 
bad uniformly made a difference between the 
estimate in time of peace and that of War, | 
and that the 500.000/. a year from the Com- |. 
pany ta the public could never be thought of 
until a time of peace; and yet the Hon. Gent. 
had roundly aid that that Noble Lord had | 
made no difference between peace and war in | 
the statement of the affairs of the East India | 
Company ; but then this came from a Gentle- 
man who was not quite infallible. | 
{ 
Sir F. Barinc observed, that the Noble | 
Lord who had brought forward this important . 
business had speculated upon some topics in 
which he could not follow him; but the No- | 
ble Lord had an ardent mind, and took upon | 
himself a burden which another had staggered | 
under for many years. ‘The Noble Lord. 
who had so long had the superintendence of | 
the affairs of the Company, had some time ; 
since published something of a political testa- | 
ment: he had stated that the Company, by | 
great exertions in time of peace, might pay | 
off one million annually. ‘The Company had 
entertained an idea of doing this in a more 
vigorous manner, and instead of paying off 
one million, to pay two millions annually, and 
not to create one penny additional stock. The 
Noble Lord’s predecessor, in his calculation 
for the thirteen years, never alluded to the 
g00,oco/. participation of the public, which 
the Noble Lord this night promised to the 
public, He believed, that in a few years the 
public would have the gratification of seeing 
that paid, provided peace continued. His 
principal reason for rising was, to take notice 
of what the Nobie Lord said respecting the 
increase of capital stock, or debt. ‘That was 
a matier which the Court of Directors would 
receive with great reluctance; and by the at- 
tention which the Noble Lord paid to the af- 
fairs of the East India Company, he would 
observe, that great progress was made by them 
in the payment of their debts in India, with- 
out raising stock; but the mode proposed 
would be taking money away from commer- 
¢ial purposes, and applying it to the pay- 
ment of political debts. The capital already 
in the service of the East India Company was 
fully adequate to the payment of their debts. 





Lord CASTLEREAGH said, he gid not mean 
to express any opinion how far it would be 
proper forthe East India Company to raise 
funds, by adding to the capital of the Com- 
pany’s debt. He had stated, that ho more 
than two millions would be wanted, and that 
in the worst point of view thereswould: be 
three millions applicable to’ the purposes of 
their commerce.» He would not now enter 
into the question of whether it was expedient 
to refer to these resources:for’ the payment of 
their debts; perhaps they might raise their 
eredit. by redeemable’ securities in Europe. 
‘Lhe Company had ‘ue difficulty; for: whether 
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they added to their capital or not, they would 
in time of war, have one ‘nillion, in time of 
peace two millions, applicable to the reduc. 
tion of their debt annually, after providing for 
all their engagements. 


Mr. Mercatre proceeded to answer the 
observations of Mr. Francis: he said they were 
unfounded, and he defied that Hon. Member 
to shew wherein the statement now upon the 
table was false. He had abused all the India 
Company; he had said they had fabricated 
accounts, for the purpose of deceiving the 
public with a false balance: he would tell that 


‘Hon. Member that he had asserted this incoy- 


rectly; and he would tell him further, that 
every Member of the Court of Directors of 
the India Company was as incapable as he was 
of making out a false account for the public, 
or of imposing on any body. - He denied this 
charge, and he told that Hon, Gent. that he 
could not prove it. He would also ack whe- 
ther it was likely that this was a fabricated ac- 
count on the part of the Company? Had it 
been fabricated, they would have made it in 
their own favour; whereas this was agaiist 
themselves, and in favour of the public. He 
wished Gentlemen to take some care of what 
they said: that Hon. Gent. best knew why he 
made this attack on the Directors of the Last 
India Company ; but this he knew, it was #0 
light matter to charge them with fabricating 
false accounts for purposes of deception. The 
Hon. Bart. who had lately spoken had —_: 
in some points from the Noble Lord who or 
brought this subject forward; but then he . 
too much candour and liberality to charge tie 
accounts as being false to deceive any _— 
The truth of the matter was, that the re 
situation of the affairs of the Company 
undergone great alteration both at yoy 
abroad. Now the reverse was the case; 
abroad they had debts, and here they “i 
rich. For the purpose of military a 
they were obliged to borrow money satel 
disadvantageous terms, and they had ny aoe 
their bonded debt, which, in point : ite 
policy, ought never to have reached aa 
sent state ; but the whole account \ r ~~ 
the committee, and it was a: this 
it said that they fabricated any accow’ ect 10 
was an assertion which he did — + House 
hear from any Hon. Gent. of t ¢ the Cont 
Having passed over the accounts © vf the 
any, be proceeded to take notice O° bad 
pany, be p ‘ch the Hon. Gent: 
pital of 7,730,000/. which the © seus 
said was wilfully left out of the I egislature 
fact was, that by an act of t 7 Company at 
itself this was guarantied to the 


ath e it woure * 
twelve millions, and therefor There 3 


. ’ 3 ot de- 
here something which was the rete Cot 
ception, for being guarantied are in fv 
pasy at twelve milhons, it va Hon. Gem 
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sum and 7,860,000/, There was now a 
clear balance in favour of the Company, im 
comparison of the year 1793, Of 2,200,000/. 
and upwards. He then proceeded to observe 
on the conduct of the Noble predecessor of 
the Noble Lord who brought this business 
forward (Lord Melville), whose whole con- 
duct he approved highly, it being distinguished 
by the wisdom of an able and upright states- 
man. The Noble Lord now in the same de- 
partment was treading in the steps of his most 
able predecessor, and, from the diligent ap- 
plication of his excellent talents, he might be- 
come his equal; more perhaps was unattain- 
able. But there was much yet to be done in 
the subject of Indian politics; and if this 
pleasing prospect held out, the Company 
would be relieved, and the public have a par- 
ticipation of s00,000/. a year besides. Having 
said thus much on the general question before 
the committee, he must beg permission to say 
a few words on behalf of the proprictor of 
India stock, at whose risk India had been un- 
der great agitation, and quartered and di- 
vided, but yet preserved to the British em- 
pire. The proprietor had never received more 
than five per cent. for his capital, a sum with 
which no shopkeeper in London would be 
satisfied. He submitted whether or not -it 
would not be wise to take the subject of India 
stock into consideration, and allow the holder 
eleven per cent. which he was convinced would 
be of ultimate advantage to the public. India 
never could be a drain upon this country, but 
might assist it abundantly. The granting of 
this eleven per cent. would raise the price of 
stock immediately. Having stated some ad- 
vantages from this plan, he concluded with 
observing that India, under wise directions, 
might produce more advantage to this coun- 


try, than it derived from all its other colonies 
together. 


The question was then put and carried, and 
all the resolutions were voted pro forma. The 
House being resumed, the Report was received 
immediately.—Ordered to be taken into fur- 
ther consideration on that day sennight, and 
that the resolutions be printed. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tuesday, March 15. (See Minutes, p. 427.) 


(PRINCE OF WALES’S ANNUITY. ]—The 
Order being read for the committee on the 
Prince of Wales’s annuity bill, the House ac- 
cordingly resolved into the same, Lord Wal- 
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proposition-on the subject, it could not be ex. 
pected that he should: have to trouble their 
Lordships with any detail thereon, the more 
especially as the bill was now before a come. 
mittee of the whole House, in which stage of 
it no efficient alteration could be proposed. 
With respect to the subject, -however, he 
would then state generally, that he retained 
those opinions upon which he had formerly 
avowed, that, with a reference to the present 
transaction in particular, he was of opinion 
the illustrious personage who was the object 
of it was as ill used-as any man could be. 
The bill before the committee would be pro- 
ductive of those effects which would disap- 
point hopes held out, and frustrate expecta- 
tians formed. Without adverting to the per- 
sonal feelings of his R. H. upon such an occa- 
sion, it was now, he said, known that the 
public expectation of seeing him resume that 
state and splendour with which it was agreed 
on all hands the Heir Apparent to the Crown 
should be invested, would be entirely disap- 
pointed. He thought the question of the ar- 
rears of the dutchy of Cornwall should be Ile- 
gally decided; the general subject would then 
come before Parliament in a clearer point of 
view, and they would be the better able to 
judge what course to take. The bill before 
the committee would, he contended, not af- 
ford that relief to his R. H. which it professed: 
that illustrious personage would be left by it, 
at least for some time to’ come, in that de- 
graded, nay, almost ignominious situation, in 
which for a considerable time he would be 
placed. His R.H. it appeared, was so cir- 
cumstanced with respect to claims upon him, 
that the bill could not have even its proposed 
effect for at least one year and a half. Mi- 
nisters had much better have waited until the 
period of the liquidation of those claims, 
when they.*could have effectually come for- 
ward; but though, netwithstanding he felt 
himself called upon to offer these general ob- 
servations, yet his principal motive for trou- 
bling their Lordships was, to explain an ex- 
pression which he made use of yesterday, 
which then seemed to make some impression 
upon a Noble Earl, and which appeared to be 
since, in some degree, misapprehended. Re- 
curring again to the subject of his former ani- 
madversions, the Noble Earl observed, “hat 
the meastre under the consideration of the 
committee was, like all the other measures of 
the present Administration, weak, inefficient, 
futile; in fact, a half-measure, inefficacious 
as to its object, and falling short of its avowed 
end. He then adverted to his language of 
yesterday: he had, he observed, expressed 








singham in the Chair. 

_ On the first clause being read, and the ques- 

tion put, 

— Earl of Carursxe rose and observed, 
at after his declaration of yesterday, re- 

*pecting his intention not, under the present 

cucumstances, to bring forward any distinct 


his opinion that the country was in a perilous 
state; and he would repeat, that the country, 
under all its present circumstances, was peril- 
ously situated: this idea, however, was pro- 
visional. We were to be regarded as on. the 
eve of experiencing an invasion; at least, little 
less than such a state of things was to be in- 
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munications to Parliament. Thus circum- 
stanced, and when it was considered that the 
guidance of the affairs of the country was 
left in the hands of the present Ministers, its 
situation could be truly said to. be no other 
than perilous. The public, he asserted, did 
not look up with confidence to the talents and 
abilities of the present Ministers; the national 
gpirit or the public energy could not be called 
forth or efficaciously exerted under their aus- 
pices. Were men of eminent talents and real 
abilities as statesmen, called to the guidance 
of affairs, the situation of the country would 
be diametrically opposite to that in which it 
was placed at present: from a state of dismay 
and despondence, it would pass to one of 
hope and exultation; public confidence and 
energy would revive, and we may bid defiance 
to all the efforts of France, and laugh her me- 
naces to scorn. We may then say, in the 
concise but comprehensive language of the 
poet, ** Come take!” which he feared we 
could not do at present. . These were his feel- 
ings when he used, perhaps hastily, the ex- 
pression that the country was in a perilous 
state: under its present rulers he feared it 
was; but under the guidance of those great 
characters he had in contemplation, its state 
would be full of well-founded hope and justly 
confident expectation. 


Lord PELHAM rose to answer some obser- 
vations which: fell from the Noble Earl, the 
greater part of which, however, were obvi- 
ously irrelevant to the subject before the com- 
mittee. With respect to the affairs of the il- 
lustrious personage who was the object of the 
bill, the Noble Earl seemed to be under some 
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tions, however strongly made, did not amount 
to proof, and that the feelings and opinions of 
a whole country, or the public, were not to 
be collected from the sentiments of a few indi- 
viduals. His Majesty’s Ministers held opiniong 
on that point very different from those held 
by the Noble. Earl. He denied that they had 
forfeited. or lost the confidence of the country. 
As one of those Ministers, he could say, that 
he had never courted the possession of the 
office he had then the honour to hold. It had 
been his lot to be placed in situations of great 
public trust and importance, in which situa- 
tions, as well as in his present, he always ex- 
erted his honest endeavours to perform his — 
duty to his Sovereign and to his country ina 
proper, fair, and unexceptionable manner. That 
he had filled offices of importance, in situa- 
tions of extreme peril and danger, fully to the 
approbation of those by whom he was in- 
trusted, he assumed no personal merit, for it 
was hig.duty so to act. ‘The Noble Earl and 
the House should recollect, that at the time 
his Majesty’s present Ministers were called to 
their offices, the country was in a state of un- 
precedented difficulty and peril; and the Noble 
Earl would do well to recollect the situation 
in which the country was left by those men 
of great abilities and eminent talents, whea 
they had retired from their offices. 


The Earl of Caruiste, in explanation, ob- 
served, that what he had. said relative to the 
subject regularly. before the committee, he 
merely offered as an independent Member ot 
Parliament, actuated by no other motives thaa 
those arising from a sense of his duty to the 
public and the country. He had had no com- 
munication with the illustrious personage on 


the occasion, who, the. Noble Earl repeater, 
had been ill treated in the present instance, 
and was, in effect, left by Ministers wore 
degraded and comfortless situation from , a 
they professed to extricate him, With 8 
to what had fallen from the Noble — 
of State relative to the situation of affairs ns 
former period, he deemed it then unnecess* 

° . > sal, he ov 
to expatiate. Though a great deal, cl 
served, might in ordinary cases, apes 
presumption, yet when the safety anc waa 
ence of .an empire was at stake, such e ect 
of action should be exploded. W ith a 
to the character and conduct of a certain ong 
and illustrious man, which not only ci 
but by the nation in general, was oe a 
with feelings of gratitude and admira ox “4 
would aver of that great man, a of his 
Pitt, that he was the palace seh anak 
country. This great man Was, é of 
pai and suspected by Mr. cera d 
being concerned in the affair of what his lifes 
the infernal machine, for taking Way 
Of this accusation, he ‘believed rtd anothet 
man would acquit him; but ony toe but 4 
machine, he could not say anim a yndel* 
very mischievous one, which (so 
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misconception, and in obviating which, the 
Noble Secretary was necessarily led into some 
detailed exposition of the affair, from the time 
when the first arrangements were made in 1795 
to the present moment; which train of circum- 
stances being already known to our readers, 
we deem it unnecessary to repeat them. By 
the operation of the bill of 1795, the debts 
of his R. H. would not, his Lordship ob- 
served, be liquidated before the end of four 
years, instead of the expiration of a year and 
a half, as misconceived by the Noble Earl. 
Much stress seemed to be laid on what fell 
from Noble Lords supposed to be in habits of 
communication with his R. H.; but he could 
state, that, as far as his own observation went, 
the Prince himself seemed to be very well sa- 
tisfied with what was proposed by his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers. The operation of the pre- 
sent bill was to restore to his R. H. the full 
possessign of that income, which, after much 
deliberation and discussion, was deemed. in 
the year 4795 to be sufficient for maintaining 
the dignity and splendour of the Heir Appa- 
rent. With respect to the other considera- 
tions to which the Noble Earl’s observations 
' were directed, he would only say, that asser- 
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the wisdom of spirit of their conduct, they 
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stood his Lordship) possibly he had some con- 


cern in, namely, the formation of the present 
ministry, whose conduct had abundantly com- 
pensated Buonaparté for whatever injury he 
might have sustained from the machinations he 
at first alluded to. 


The Lord CHANCELLOR answered the re- 
marks of the Noble Earl shortly. He first ob- 
served upon the evident irregularity of the 
greater part of what had fallen from the Noble 
Earl. Upon the measure itself before the 
committee, he had applied the general ex- 
pressions of weak, inefficient, and an_half- 
meisures such as, according to the Noble 
Earl, were all the’ measures of the present 
miserable Administration of the country. How- 
ever, with respect to the bill regularly under 
diseussion, he would tell his Lordship and the 
committee, that it was such as Ministers, 
upon a full consideration of the subject, with 
a reference to the situation of the Prince him- 
self, and their duty to the public, in which 
view of the subject that situation made a part, 
thought it advisable and proper to propose. 
That it was an half-measure, would be con- 
tradicted by the very tenour and spirit of his 
Majesty’s message ; and the Noble Earl should 
be aware that there was more real magnani- 
mity and genuine spirit in firmly adhering, 
zgainst the opinion of others, to a measure 
which, upon due deliberation, they decided 
upon as good and serviceable, than there was 
in leaning to what the precipitation of others 
may wish to be done. With respect to the 
general question of confidence to Ministers, 
he thought precisely with his Noble Friend 
who spoke second in the debate; and person- 
ally to himself he had to observe, that the 
favour of his Sovereign had elevated him to 
that situation which certainly he most coveted, 
but which at the same time he thought it his 
duty to his Sovereign, to others, and to his 
country, to accept of; and he hoped he had 
honestly and conscientiously performed his 
duty therein while he held it. With regard 
to the Noble Earl’s explanation of his language 
of yesterday, he would only say, that he 
hoped the Administration had shoulders broad 
enough to bear that and even more. Much was 
said of the confidence of the country ; but that 
Ministers were not destitute of it was plain, 
by the almost unanimons approbation of their 
measures, by that constitutional organ of the 
nation, the Parliament; those measures were 
founded in their sense of what they deemed 
the best interests of their country 3 and by the 

ccisions of that Assembly, with respect to 


Would wish to be judged, and not by the 
Observations of individuals. 


PE clauses and provisions of the bill were 
en agreed to without further observation 
om the committee, and the House resum- 


ing, ordered the Report to be received the 
next day.° 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, Mar. 15.—( See Minutes, p. 506.) 


[Ir1sH mititra.]—-The House resolved 
itself into a committee upon the Irish militia 
bill. 


Mr. WickkHAm moved the insertion of a 
clause, authorizing the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland to cause a sum, not exceeding four 
guineas, to be paid to each person enrolling 
himself in the militia of Ireland. 


Mr. Ettior requested ‘to know, whether 
this bill was intended to extend to every part 
of the militia of Ireland, or only to apply to a 
particular part of that country. 


Mr. WickHam said this bill was brought in 
to authorize the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
to raise militiamen at four guineas, in conse- 
quence of the difficulty which had been ex- 
perienced in getting persons to serve, when 
chosen by ballot; at the same time, it left the 
Lord Lieutenant the power to get them at a 
smaller bounty if possible: he however had 
the privilege to offer every inducement to per- 
sons to enter. 


Mr. Eriior observed, that he thought it 
his duty to make a few observations on this 
bill before it passed into a law: he thought it 
would tend to subvert the recruiting service of 
Ireland. He was not an enemy to the esta- 
blishment of a militia in that country. ‘There 
was a practical difference between England 
and Ireland as to the formation of the militia. 
In this country, men are chosen by ballot; 
but in Ireland, it has been formed and con- 
ducted both by ballot and bounty. He thought, 
and indeed experience had taught him, that if 
a bounty of four guineas were given to induce 
men to enter into the militia, it would operate 
as a great injury to the recruiting service, par- 
ticularly as so large a number of men as 40,000 
were to be raised. . 


Mr. WickKHAM said he was sure that the 
Hon. Gent. (Mr. Elliot) had not taken the 
trouble to look over the bill, otherwise ‘he 
would not now have made those observations 
on it. It was almost unnecessary to state the 
manner and method adopted in this country 
to raise militiamen, as every Gent. in thé 
House knew there was but one ; but in Treland 
the same method would not effect the esta- 
blishment of a militia: and he did not hesitate 
to say, that the militia had not been raised ip 


that country by ballot. In Treland it was the 


province of the Lord Licutenant to procure 
militiamen in- every way that ‘was honourabte 
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and just, and it was found from experience 
that the methods tried had been in some mea- 
sure defective, which has given cause to the 
present bill, which bill will extend the power 
of the Lord Lieutenant to give a better bounty 
to persons who may be inclined to fight for the 
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protection of their liberty and laws. The Learn- 
ed Gent. had observed, that he was an advo- 
cate for raising the militia by ballot, and that | 
he thought a bounty of four guineas would be | 
hurtful to the recruiting service ; but he would 

beg the Hon. Gent. to consider, that if the 

militia was raised by ballot, substitutes would | 
be consequently got at a heavy price; by that 

means, men would sooner wait for offers of 

this kind than enter into the regular service. 

He was convinced that the present measure | 
was calculated to benefit the militia force of 

Treland. 


Mr. Errtor said he did not think it aj 
measure calculated to augment the militia | 
of Ireland: he thought if men were not 
raised by ballot, they could not be raised 
at all. 


The SEcreTARY at War said he could not | 
help complaining that the Hon. Gent. had | 
thought proper to enter into an examination 
of the militia laws of Ireland, upon an inci- 
dental expense of this kind, particularly at the 
present moment, when every exertion was ne- 
eessary to complete the force of the empire. 
Whether particular parts of the militia law 
were good or bad, it was now the duty of 
every man to make the best of it; and it was 
rather singular that the Hon. Gent. who was 
one of the first to sound the trumpet of alarm, 
should now take an opportunity of dishearten- 
ing the public mind with respect to the public 
force. It would certainly have been more pro- 
per for the Hon, Gent. when the other hill 
was brought forward in December last, to 
come forward and to have stated his general 
objections to the measure; but he then sat 
perfectly silent, and did not offer one single 
objection; but now, when it was necessary 
to amend that bill in some particulars, the 
Hon. Gent. came forward with general objec- 
tions to the whole of the system. The Hon. 
Gent. must know that the militia of Ireland 
had never been, nor could now be raised en- 
tirely by ballot. Why, then, did he not bring 
forward a bill to correct that evi!? it had, 
however, been suffered to go on to the pre- 
sent time, and it was therefore necessary to 
make the best of it. The object of the pre- 
sent bill was only to enable the Lord Lieute- 
nant to grant a greater bounty, if it should be 
found necessary, and to continue a bill which 
would expire in a short time, to the end of 
the year: and if the bounty did not exceed 
four guineas, it certainly would not materially 
affect the recruiting service, if, indeed, it would 
at all interfere with it, 
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Sir L. Parsons said there appeared two 
points for consideration ; the one was whee 
tier the method adopted by this bill was cnn, 
stitutional? and the other was, whether the 
way of getting men by a bounty would answer 
the purpose of the country better than by hal. 
lot? He thought with the Gent. who preceded 
him, that the present bill would answer every 
purpose the country could wish for, and give 
a much greater satisfaction to the persons who 
served in the militia. He could assure the 
committee, that choosing persons by bullot 
very often rendered the officers very unpleae 
sant, as they had frequently to associate with 
men whom they would not have taken among 
them, if such a bill as the present had been in 
force. 


Mr. FitzGerAtp said that he approved of 
the present bill, and thought it was a much 
better method of raising men than by ballot, 
as it would do away that trouble and expense 
which attended an individual in geiting a sub- 
stitute. 


Genera] TARLETON expressed his high ap- 
probation of the bill now under discussion, 
which would tend to facilitate the getting of 
men in Ireland. He well knew the state of 
the Irish militia, and was praud to say, he 
had the honour to command a regiment of 
militia in that country, who had given ample 
proof of their loyalty and affection to their 
King, and who were an honourable example 
of courage, and every requisite that can acorn 
the character of a soldier; and he hoped that 
the militia of every county in the empire 
would shew the same desire to protect it from 
the attacks of an enemy. 


Mr. Ettior said he thought that four gu- 
meas was too great a sum to give for mel, 38 
it would add a very heavy expense to the 
country; with a less bounty the Lord Lic 
tenant might increase the militia to double - 
number mentioned in the bill. He coud ho 
but express his disapprobation of the measu's 
as he thought it would not tend to serve tt 


country. 


The Arrorney GENERAL of IRELAND sti 
e could not but express his astonishmen ” 
the objections made by the Hon. Gert. ve 
Elliot) who sat with him in another oh 
ment; and he must be permitted to call to 
recollection of the Hon, Gent the time a 
fectly agreed to the very principle adgre 
probates. A bill went through the Iris wit 
of Commons, granting the sum of att 
to every man who would serve in the oie 
and the Hon. Gent. never objected gee” oi 
ciple of that bill. The Gentleman we" ® 
his statement to be correct. He ange zi 
there were several instances to prove © 


effect. af a ballot; men got agcoults 
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| ther inquiry, he thought it would be better 


| justice and security to the creditor. An in- 


More liable than they were at present: he 
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clothed, and then left their duty for the ser- 
vice of the rebel party. 


Mr. Lercu said that the sum of four guineas 
would induce men to enter into the militia ser- 
vice, which was a much better way of getting 
them than by ballot. Many ill consequences 
had attended a ballot, and much confusion 
might attend it again. 


Colonel BAGWELL said that it appeared to 
him to be impossible to raise a militia by bal- 
lot; it had been proved an act of danger; the 
experiment had been tried, but without suc- 
cess: he said there were men who would ra- 
ther enter into the recruiting service than the 
militias and as the bounty was larger, the 
sum proposed in the present bill would not 
hurt the recruiting service. 


The report was ordered to be received the 
next day. 





= 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, Mar. 16,—( See Minutes, p. 506.) 


[Frivolous ARRESTS. |—On the order for 
receiving the report of the bill for the better 
ote of frivolous and vexatious arrests, 

c. 

The Earl of Morra observed, that he had 
an additional clause to propose, which was of 
that nature that could be introduced into the 
bill either in the present stage, or on the occa- 
sion of the recommitment of the bill, which 
he intended afterwards to propose for to-mor- 
row. However, as he should probably be 
unable to attend in his place to-morrow, he 
should take the present opportunity of offer- 
ing the clause. The Noble Earl described it 
to be of that nature which would go to render 
the measure more perfect and effectual in its 
altered state than it otherwise would be. The 
Noble Earl took the opportunity to state his 
intention of relinquishing, with respect to the 
present bill, the raising the amount of the 
sum for which arrests should take place, from 
1o/, to 20/. Upon consideration and fur- 


to leave that part of the law in its ori- 
ginal state, on grounds as much of practical 
and substantial humanity to the debtor, as of 


conceivable number of debts of an amount be- 
tween these sums, were afloat, and there was 
4 Certain description of persons whom, instead 
of wishing to take out of the power of their 
creditors, he intended if possible to make still 


meant thase persons who passed as gentle- 
men, and who contrived to get into the books 
of tradesmen to different amounts. The No- 


ont ro, then moved the clause above men- 
vs ed, 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR was of opinion 
that the mode proposed by the Noble Ear, in 
point of form, for the introduction of his 
clause, was not the most regular. He thought 
it would be more proper to recommit the Dill 
immediately, for the purpose of receiving the 
clause. ‘The Noble and Learned Lord took 
the opportunity to express his sentiments with 
respect to the Noble Earl’s intention of rais- 
ing the amount of the sum for which debtors 
could be arrested, to 20/. It had in the first 
instance struck him that such an alteration 
could be well and safely made, but he had 
since considered the point with the most anxi- 
ous regard, and the result of that considera- 
tion was, as the Noble Earl had stated, that 
such a regulation would not eventually tend 
to the ease or relief of the debtor, but would 
certainly operate oppressively with regard to 
the creditor, on whom indeed it would prove 
a kind of hardship, and tend considerably to 
lessen his security. 


The Earl of Morra explained; after which 
the bill was recommitted, and the clause in ques- 
tion received and agreed to. The final alter- 
ation made in the bill was on the suggestion 
of the Noble Earl, and respected its. title, 
which was to expunge therefrom the words, 
“and for the relief of persons imprisoned on 
mesne process.” 


The House then resumed, and ordered the 
report to be received next day. 





[IrtsH POST-oFFICE.]—The order being 
read for their Lordships going into a com- 
mittee on the Irish postage rates bill, 

Lord AUCKLAND rose, and urged the ob- 
jections whick he offered last night against a 
particular clause of the bill, in some detail. 
His Lordship seemed to object to it on the 
ground of irregularity, cn a constitutional 
principle, and, but comparatively in a very 
slight degree, with a reference to the question 
of revenue. Among other officers in Ireland 
to whom the exemption was extended, was 
one whose office was no longer in existence: 
it also had the effect of recognising, as it ope- 
rated with respect to this country, a fourth 
secretary of state, which possibly may render 
the vacation of a seat in the other House of 
Parliament requisite. With respect to the 
consideration of revenue, he expressed his dise 
approbation of extending the exemptions upon 
slight grounds: he stated the net proceeds of 
the Post-office revenues from the regulations 
in 1783, at certain periods to the present year, 
in which he stated they amount to the enor- 
mous sum of upwards of 930,000/. payable 
into the Exchequer. After urging these seve- 
ral considerations with great precision and 
ability, his Lordship expressed himself aware 
of the possible effect of any alteration ina 
money-bill in that House, namely, its rejec~ 
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tion by the other; but he wished to learn from | Speaker be directed to the Clerk of the Crown 
his Noble Friend on the woolsack, the best and | to issue a new writ for Nottingham, until after 
most regular course of proceeding in the pre- | the Report shall have been taken into cons 
sent instance. | sideration, 


eae 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR observed, there’ ‘The question being put, 
was an evident inaccuracy in that part of the; Mr. Fox said, if the House came to this de- 
bill alluded to by the Noble Lord. He coin- | termination now, they would act most preci- 
cided with what fell from his Noble Friend, pitately. The Hon. Gent. who moved this, 
and said it would be for the consideration of | and the committee of which he was a member, 
the House how far the probable event of the knew the circumstances of the case, and might, 
intended alteration should tend to deter them | for aught he knew, be justified in wishing that 
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from doirg what they themselves might con- {no new election should take place until after 


ceive to le right. However, the best course 
to take would, he thought, be to negative 
the commitment of the bill, to proceed im- 
mediately to the third reading, and then to 
expunge the clause, should their Lordships so 
determine. 


The Earl of Limerick took the opportu- 
nity to offer his sentiments upon the occasion, 
which he did at some length. He detailed the 
nature of the offices adverted to by the Noble 
Lord, some of which he said were recognised 
in the Imperial Parliament by the bills of 1800 
and 1801. He was the decided friend and ad- 
vocate of the Union; he was confident of the 
advantages which would eventually arise to 
Ireland therefrom; but he could not help ob- 
serving, that in consequence of it she was 
shorn of some of her brightest feathers, many 
of which were transplanted hither; and the 
Noble Earl seemed to justify the drawers up 
of the present bill, as following the example of 
former bills of the kind. 


Lord AUCKLAND, in reply, vindicated him- | . dent. | 
| appeared from the Report which had just been 
_read to the House, that it was the opinion ol 


self from any imputation of disrespect to Ire- 
land, or want of due attention to the welfare 
and interests of that part of the United King- 
dom. In the course of the Noble Lord’s ex- 


planation, he repeated his disapprobation of | 


too widely extending the exemption, and took 
occasion to state, that no less a sum than 
9 3,000/. was at present lost to the Post-office re- 
venues by the privileges of Members of the Le- 
gislature, exclusive of between 94 and 95,00c/. 
jost by the exemption ofother privileged persons. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR expressed similar 
feelings respecting the interests of Ireland with 
those avowed by his Noble Friend. 


Lord CARLETON made a few observations 


on the occasion, after which the question for | 
negativing the committee on the bill was car- | 
ried, the bill read a third time, when the clause | 


“in question was expunged, and the bill after- 
‘wards passed in the usual way. 


ee 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
. Wednesday, Mar. 16.—( See Minutes, p- 506.) 


_ (NoTTinGHaM ELECTION.]——Mr. H. 
BROWNE Moyed, 
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this Report should be considered; but the 


House collectively had no such knowledge. 
He thought the Report ought to be perused for 
a few days by the Members of the House, and 
afterwards it would be time enough to bring 
forward a motion of this nature: he did not 
see there was at present sufficient ground for 
the House to determine at once that the town 
of Nottingham should remain unrepresented 
for ail this time. He said there was a good 
deal of inconvenience likely to result to the 
town if this motion should be adopted, be- 
cause it would be keeping it all that time as it 
were in a state of election ; for every one knew 
that such would be the practical effect of 
keeping it for that time unrepresented, and in 
a state of uncertainty as to the time a poll may 
recommence. For these reasons this motion 
had his decided negative, though he did not 
know that he should take the sense of the 
House upon it. 


Mr. Bonp said that this motion was made 
in form and manner conformably to parli- 
mentary usage and established precedent. It 


the committee who had investigated the mat- 
ter, there was no reasonable ground of hope 
of a peaceable election for the town oi Not- 
tingham, unless some means be taken for its 
preservation different from those which at oa 
sent exist. He submitted to the House te 
propriety of giving to the Report of this com- 
mittee the same inne ee that “ aoe 
i : if any such co 
posed in others; and ss oom Report 
itself that no new election ought to take yond 
until after that Report should have been con 


sidered. 
t have 


sons 


Mr. H. Browne said he should not 
made this motion without assigning pron 
for it; but that he thought the House ¥ aoe 
have seen the propriety of it immediate ee 
evidence given before the committee * ad 
before the House, and ordered to be ae mn 
for the use of the Members; he oe prt 
therefore disrespectful to the Rowe: fo ne 
ceed to assign to them reasons upon es 
the House had agreed to take wagh reset 
ation on a future day, 2 subject 4 
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posed the committee. The House, however, 
would so far give credit to the Report in the 
first instance, as to say that no new election 
should take place until this matter be consi- 
dered; for it appeared on the face of the Re- 
port which had been read to the House, that 
the freedom of election had been grossly vio- 
lated by a systematic tumult, which was as 


disgraceful as bribery and corruption. ‘The, 


House would so far confide in the committee 
as to believe they would not have reported these 
serious matters without foundation ; and if the 
House gave that confidence to the committee, 
the case would need no further argument. 


Mr. Fox said he did not mean to refuse 
every confidence to the committee of which 
the Hon. Gent. had been speaking, any more 
than he should to any other; but he wished to 
know the subject on which he was to confide 
before he gave that confidence: at present he 
had no such knowledge. This was a measure 
similar to a proceeding against an individual 
for crimes; for depriving the electors of the 
town of Nottingham of the exercise of the 
right of election, was in the nature of a punish- 
ment, a course which he was not now going 
to debate; he only thought that the House 
ought to take a little time to consider before 
it adopted it. He did not want time to con- 
sider*‘whether any confidence was due to the 
committee, that he was ready to repose; but 
he wanted time to consider what the com- 
mittee had reported. 


Mr. W. Dunpas said he did not see how 


the House could refuse that sort of credit to | 


the Report of this committee which this mo- 
ton only required, for the motion was almost 
of course, if the Report of the committee was 
a4 proper one. The Report stated, among 
other things, that there was no reasonable 
ground to hope for a peaceable election in the 
town of Nottingham, unless some measures 
be taken, which in the present state of things 
in‘that town cannot be taken: now if that was 
the opinion of a committee which had been 
lor so many days carefully examining the mat- 
ter, what reason was there for doubting that 
such will be the opinion of the House when 
they come to peruse the labours of that coim- 
mittee upon that subject; and if such was 
likely to be the ultimate opinion of the House, 
Would it not be extremely improper to pro- 
ceed to a new election at this place before this 
matter was seriously considered ? 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER Sakl 
¢ was led to concur in the proposition now 
t fore the House, on the ground stated by the 
oon Gent. who spoke last. ‘The committee, 
d ie Repost the House had heard read, bad 

sit ared that a legislative provision will be ne- 
Cessary to secure the freedom of election for 


the town of Nottingham. The House would 


Rot adopt any legislative provision, except on 
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the ground on which the committee had formed 
their opinion. Was it not therefore fit, after 
an inquiry had been carried on by the com- 
mittee, that the same inquiry should be car- 
ried on by the House in examining the mate- 
rials on which the committee had formed its 
opinion, acommittee composed of Hon. Mem- 
bers of that House, sworn to do their duty 
faithfully and impartially, and who had told 
the House by their Report that which was oi 
the highest importance to the community, and 
the security of the constitution, namely, that 
freedom of election could not be had at Not- 
tingham without the interference of Parlia- 
ment. He would ask, was it or was it not fit 
to give credit to the committee who had ex- 
amined this matter, until the House should 
have an opportunity of considering the ground 
on which their recommendation was founded? 
He did not consider himself pledged to follow 
up their resolution; he should suspend his 
opinion upon the subject, until after he should 
have read the Report; but in the mean time 
he should asquiesce in the opinion expressed 
by the committee: he should have time to 
consider the grounds on which that opinion 
was founded. 


The question was then put and carried. 
[Sik THOMAS .TROUBRIDGE. ]|—-Captain 
Mar KHAM said he was under the disagreeable 
necessity of obtruding upon the House on a 
subject of a very delicate nature. When the 
character of an individual belonging to the 
House was attacked, he thought it was abso- 
lutely necessary that some investigation or in- 
quiry should take place into the circumstaiices, 
so that either the honour of the individual 
should be cleared, or, if he had been guilty of 
what had been imputed to him, that the stigma 
might fairly rest upon his character. He was 
very sorry he was under the necessity of taking 
this course, particularly as the Hon. Gent. to 
whom he alluded was a friend of his; but as he 
was also high in general estimation, and at the 
Board to which he belonged, he thought it the 
more necessary to bring this matter forward. It 
was now some days since an Hon. Gent. now 
in the House, stated that some improper trans- 
actions had taken place on the Stock Exchange. 
He did not mean to say that he alluded to any 
one person in particular, he only meant to say 
that it seemed to have a reference to some part 
of his Majesty’s government. He did not mean 
to state particular words; but since the state- 
ment he alluded to was made in the House, a 
number of reports had been circulated to the 
prejudice of his Hon. Friend: he meant Sir 
Thomas Troubridge, of whom he might speak 
since he was not present. Upon the state- 
ment to which he had already referred, a Jet- 





ter appeared in the newspapers from an agent. 


He wished to state, as nearly as he could, what 


the nature of the transaction was. It wastbis: 
—in the month of June or July last, Sir Tho- 
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mas Troubridge wishing to purchase an estate, 
and having fixed on the place, the name of 
which he believed was Chitham, in Sussex, 
he entered into a treaty for that estate, and in 
consequence of it was very near becoming 
the purchaser; to complete which purchase 
he sold out his stock, to the amount of 2000/. 
or 3000/. more or less. ‘The person who lived 
on the estate and rented it, had laid out a 
great deal of money upon it, and from attach- 
ment to it, or from pride, or some other mo- 
tive, chose to give a great deal more money 
for the estate than Sir T. had agreed to give; 
so that Sir T. had not the estate, and therefore 
he replaced the money again immediately in the 
funds. He still wished to lay out this money on 
the first opportunity in the purchase of an 
estate,and with that view he gave general orders 
to his agent, that he should, on the very first 
depreciation of the funds, sell out for him, in 
order that when he wanted the use of his 
money, he might not be obliged to relinquish 
his object, or sell out at a great disadvantage. 
This agent, so directed, found some deprecia- 
tion of the funds on the Saturday; on the 
Monday there was a greater depreciation, and 
then the agent, without communicating with 
Sir T. sold this money out of the funds for 
Sir T.; and he now begged leave to read to’ 
the House an affidavit, stating, that Wm. E. 
Cook, an agent fer Sir T. had, for several 
weeks past, had particular instructions to sell 
out stock for Sir T. Troubridge, when it 
might appear to him to be prudent to do so: 
that he did sell out for Sir T. when he so 
judged; and that Sir T. did not know of that 
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sale of stock until he, the agent, had reported 
it to Sir T.; and that he always had power to 
sell out for him without further communica- | 
tion. Now, Captain Markham said, he did 
not know how any man wasto act, if this was 
to subject Sir T. ‘Troubridge to any suspicion. 
How was Sir fT. to act with his agent? He 
gave directions to sell out, when, in the opi- 
nion of the agent, stock was likely to fall; 
and that agent sells out. Now, if Sir T. wished 
to have made any advantage of his ofticial situ- 
ation, he would not have done this, for he 
had money besides this in the stocks, besides | 
that of which he is trustee for his children, | 
over which he has the entire control, ard he 

would not have confined himself to the sale of | 
the stock that happened to be thus sold out | 
by the agent; but none cf the stock he had | 
just mentioned had been sold, neither did the | 
agent, Mr. Cook, know of what was going | 
forward, for he had of his own 3c00/. worth | 
of stock, and which, if he had been let into | 
the secret, he would have sold out. Under | 
these impressions, Captain Markham said, and | 
feeling, as he did, for the honour and long and | 
valuable services of his Hon. Colleague, Sir 

Thomas ‘Troubridge, it was impossible that 

he could romain quiet while any imputation 





'. rested on such a character. He believed every. | 


3 ' 


. . a: - way 
‘have got before that time to the know ledge 
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man in that House knew the character of 
Sir T. as an Hon. Member, and every man in 
the service knew him as a gallant meritorious 
officer, and a man of honour: he felt so much 
for his honour and integrity, for the unsullied 
purity of his mind, that he declared upon his 
honour, and he would utter it if he was going 
to stand before his Creator at this moment, 
that he believed Sir T. was absolutely spotless 
with regard to the reference which had been 
supposed to have been made to him, and of 
his having made use of his official situation to 
avail himself of the sale of property in the 
funds. Under this impression, there was but 
one thing he could desire the House to do for 
the satisfaction of Sir T. and that was, to yo 
into a full and minute investigation of thi: 
matter. He hoped that an investigation best 
adapted for that purpose would immediately 
take effect, and therefore he should move, 
That a committee be appointed to inquire 
into this matter. 


Mr. Dent declared that any allusion which 
he made in the House on this subject was not 
in the least degree to Capt. Troubridge. The 
allusion he made was as general as possible, ad 
he believed as generally taken as it was made. 
That very considerable sums of money had 
been sold out of the funds previous to the event 
of the King’s message being publicly announced, 
was beyond doubt; and when he took notice 
of it in the House, he took care to acquit the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. (Mr. Addington) of being 4 
party to it, for he believed him to be as unis 
culate as his predecessor. ‘The statement he 


made was on this ground: that having given 
! . es . me yt was 
‘credit to Administration for the time It was 


known, and having considered when it = 
made known to the Lord Mayor in the city, ! 


did appear somewhat unfortunate that it should 


some other persons in the city, not within 
knowledge of any one in administration O° 
something of that sort had got out, from io. 
quarter he did not know; he did not insinuate 
that it came from any individual se 
ment, but that something was known a 
city no one would deny. [He made no bes 
sation on any man, he only mace Bs id: 
allusion: every man knew it as well as art 
that he mentioned it as a report, and pet 
else; but upon his honour he ney ie 
insinuate any thing against the age 1, 
Sir ‘I’. Troubridge, for whom, from ‘ot 
count of others, without being known , shat 
he had the greatest esteem. He ass occis® 
any affidavit had been made upon't ad red hi 
on behalf of Sir ‘T. because »¢ — ved Pa 
character above all suspicion. He oot be 
den of the House for stating *° geen 
could have wished that his Majes't Mavor xt 
ment had sent down to the eat day the 
nine o’clock in the morning oe ve inces’™ 
press-warrants were to be issued ; 
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nience would then have been avoided ; for he 
verily believed that nothing of this kind would 


have happened. | 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcuEqueEr said 
he knew the irregularity of getting into a con- 
versation of this sort, but he hoped it would 
be excused by the House on account of its ex- 
traordinary nature. The Hon. Gent. had said 
truly, that what he had said on a former night 
was couched in general terms; but it went 
forth to the country as a stigma upon some- 
body. The Hon. Gent. whose character had 
been brought forward to-night, was a distin- 
guished officer, and who was now, he maii- 
tained it without the least hazard of contra- 
diction, absolutely and entirely exculpated 
from all possible suspicion of misconduct. He 
was in a situation which the House could not 
fail to feel, and it must be matter of commi- 
seration and regret to every one who knew 
him, and to every one who knew what were 
the feelings of wounded honour, to think that 
any suspicion should have attached on him. 
That gallant officer and honourable man had 
had recourse to what the Hon. Gent. who 
spoke last lamented, namely, the oath of his 
agent, which proved incontestably his perfect 
innocence. That agent had sworn positively 
that Sir T. had no communication with him 
respecting money in the funds for several weeks 
previous to the sale of this stock, and it was 
not until after the period the stock was sold 
the agent communicated any thing to him 
upon the subject of it; a circumstance so ma- 
terial, that it was absolutely conclusive upon 
the case, and no doubt could remain upon it. 
He was sure there was not one Member in the 
House who did not believe that the character 
of this offizer was pure. He was sure there 
was not one man in that House, or any con- 
siderate man out of that House, attentive to 
what was said in it, who did not feel how im- 
portant and essential it was to the welfare of 
the country itself, to support the characters 
of men of station and officers of distinguished 
merit. The people of this country were a 
steady and reflecting people, and they would 
not be very ready to set up any presumptions 
whatever without proof, against the character 
“i a man whose life had been one constant 








| 


| 





scene of public services, adorned by unble- | 


mished honour. If there was any distinction 


of good qualities to be made, where all the | 


qualities were good, he would say of Sir T. 
that he was most remarkable for a sturdy pu- 


rity and unimpeached integrity. The Hon. | 


Gent, had said, that his allusion was in gene- 
ral terms: that was the very thing he com- 
plained of. He called on the Hon. Gent. to 
speak out, to state any circu.nstance that at- 
tached the most minnte or the most remote 


degree of suspicion, not only on Sir T. but on | 


| 





4ny individnal connected with Government, | 


"pon the subject to which his allusion was 


and inconsiderately made: Ministers had se- 
crets to preserve, and he hoped they would 
preserve them when it was proper they should 
do so. ‘They had secrets to preserve at the 
time of the signature of the late preliminaries 
of peace; nothing transpired previous to that 
event; but after it happened, there was no 
unnecessary delay in the communication of it. 
But they did not imagine they would have 
been accused of making an indiscreet disclo- 
sure on this occasion. ‘The very preparation 
made on the coast of the enemy might have 
had the effect of which the Hon. Gent. Spoke, 
for that was a matter which could not be 
known exclusively to Government; many 
merchants in the city might have known, and 
he had no doubt many merchants did know, of 
these preparations; so that this was not mat- 
ter confined to persons in an official situation. 
The Hon. Gent. mentioned the circumstance 
of information to the Lord Mayor at nine 
o’clock in the morning. Upon this it naturally 
occurred to observe, there was no magic in any 
communication to the Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don: no individuals could have been prevented 
by this from speculation. ‘The fact was, that 
a diametrically opposite conduct was ob- 
served, until the time came when it became 
necessary to apply to the Chief Magistrate of 
the city of London to back press-warrants, 
and then it could be no longer concealed ;_ and 
this was not known until the Stock Exchange 
business was over, and he had left the House : 
it was the determination of himself, and all 
the Ministers of his Majesty’s government, 
not to disclose any thing upon this subject 
until the last moment.. He begged pardon of 
the House for say-ng so much on this occasion, 
but he thought what he was anxious upon was 
accomplished, for the character of Sir T. he 
maintained, was perfectly clear and spotless. 
And he called on the Hon. Gent. or any man 
in or out of that House, to do their duty, for 
it was their duty to state, if they knew the 
name of any one individual connected with 
Government, who had been guilty of such a 
breach of trust as that of turning to his own 
personal advantage, against the public, any 
knowledge which his official situation pave 
him. He meant this not only as applicabie 
to every Member of Government, but to 
every individual in the remotest degree con- 
nected with it. 





[IRtsH MILITIA. |—Mr, ALEXANDER brought 
up the Report of the Committee on the Irish 
militia bill; when the resolution respecting 
the bounty to be given to militia-men wag 
read, 

Mr. WINDHAM said he rose to submit to 
the House some objections to the present 
measure, though he did nct hope, by any 
arguments he could use, to be able to make 
any impression upon the Houce, or produce 
any modification in the measvre now under 
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his pratest against this measure, and to throw 
out some observations, which perhaps might 
be attended to in future, when any similar 
measure was brought forward. He begved, 
mn the first place, to declare, that he was not a 
friend to militia institutions in general: he did 
not approve of them in England, still less in 
Scotland, and his objections were still greater 
when applied to Ireland. He would take it 
for granted, because it was the unanimous opi- 
mion of all the Irish Gentlemen who had 
spoken upon the subject, that the militia could 
yot be raised in Ireland as it was in England, 
viz. by ballot; but he totally differed from 
them in the conclusion which they drew from 
that circumstance, viz. that if the militia could 
not be raised by ballot, that therefore it ought 
to be raised by bounty. If iteould not be had 
by ballot, he would not have it at all. He 
spoke without any undue bias upon his mind; 
he was not a military man, and had neither 
prejudice or partialities, but he certainly was 
not a friend to institutions of that sort. When 
he said this, he hoped he should not be sup- 
posed to speak in disparagement of the militia, 
or of those gentlemen who had exerted them- 
selves with so much spirit and zeal in that ser- 
vice, and who had foregone many of the com- 
forts of life for the service of the country. He 
did mean to say that institution had been 
brought to a degree of perfection beyond the 
most sanguine expectations of those who first 
proposed the establishment of the militia. He 
knew that many regiments of militia were as 
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expert, and made as good a figure upon the 

arade, asany regular regiment: he meant to 
umpute to them no detects which were not in- 
herent to the institution itself. The militia 
army, however perfect iis d:scipline might be, | 
was an army without experience; and indeed | 
he hoped in common with every body else, | 
that it would always continue so, because they | 
could only gain experience by being called to 
act against an enemy in this country. He 
should not be told, that in the whole range of 
arts, mechanical, intellectual, and manual, 
the art of a soldier was the only one that did 
not require experience. It might be said that 
the mea who formed the militia were of the 
same description as those who constituted the 
regulars; that the officers of the militia were 





as brave as those in the troops of the line, and, 
from the interest they had in the country, 
miust be as anxious to defend it, All this was 
true, but valour would not do without expe- 
rience; may, spirit without experience was 
often productive of great danger. If even raw 
troops were going into action, they would fee] 
great confidence if they knew they were led by 
officers of experience ; if they could say, Such 
an officer distinguished himself in the glorious 
campaign in Fgypt, such a one commanded in 
guch an attack in the West Indies, &c. But 
if raw men were commanded by officers with- 
out experience, the caqurage of the officers 
would only make the men apprehensive that 
they would lcad them into useless danger. It 
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was true that one militia regiment, if actin 
with regiments of the line, might do perfect] 
well; but the case was very different when 
the whole, or early the whole of an army was 
composed of inexperienced troops, who cer. 
tainly were not fit to go through the wear and 
tear of acampaign. Without enlarging upon 
this subject, he wished to observe, that he did 
not think the discipline of the militia equal to 
the regulars, particularly when we might be 
going into a struggle which might decide the 
fate of the empire. 


Mr. Noex here called Mr. Windham to 
order, as he did not consider his arguments as 
applying to the question before the House, 


The Speaker said he considered the Rt. 
Hon. Gent. as perfectly in order. 


Mr. WINDHAM said, that with respect to 
the defects which existed in the militia force, 
they did not arise from the fault of any per. 
son; they were defects that necessarily arose 
out of the nature of the institution itself. But 
it was obvious that a militia force could not be 
equal to a regular force, because the latter was 
as good as the former for defensive operations, 
and might be employed for purposes of of- 
fence; whereas the militia could only be em- 
ployed at home for purposes of defence. If 
you have a large force, which might be em- 
ployed both for offensive and defensive pur- 
poses, though you might never send them cut 
of the country, yet they would keep the enemy 
in check, because they could not foresee whie- 
ther you would send them on foreign service 
or not; but if the enemy knew that you had 
a large force in the country, and also knew 
that you could not send that force out of the 
country, it certainly would relievathem from 
any apprehensions of attack on their = 
coasts. Suppose at the time when Buonapar'e 


t marched into Italy, previous to that most un- 


accountable battle of Marengo, when he i 
lected all the troops he could in France, am 
made that memorable passage of the Alps 
which was almost as celebrated as the Peed 
of Hannibal; suppose at that time we had te 
30 or 40,000 men ready to make an attack UP 
the enemy’s coast, he believed that the F ee 
would not have ventured to have sent so 4/5 
a part of their force to Italy. 


Mr. WALLACE called the Rt. Hon. Gent. 


these observa 


der; conceived that 
to order; he ject before the 


tions did not rise out of the sub 
House. 


‘ ~ . ugh he 
Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY said, e * 


did not agree with the Rt. Hon. yo 
hoped he would be suffered to go 0M, vould be 
it Was necessary that his observations § 


answered. 
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_ the least error, the least relaxation, might be 
| attended with the most serious consequences. 


| only lost a point or two in our course, we 
/ tun the risk of going to leeward of our port. 
/{t had been said, that at such a moment as 


| Wtong to comment upon the nature of those 
'¢xertions; but, in his opinion, the more im- 


exertions of the country should be properly 


id not intend to have taken any part in this 
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tional principle, that it prevented the neces-' to this measure, he only complained that the 


sity of a standing army: but he thought there 
was now no ground for the apprehensions that 
used to be entertained against a standing 
army: at all events, the danger, if there was 
any, was remote; while the danger which 
now threatened was immediate and pressing. 
He could not consider the militia as a con- 
stitutional force in the view it was first in 
tended, because it was now formed almost 
entirely of substitutes. With respect to the 
economy of the measure, he wished to ob- 
serve, that in such a crisis as the present, it 
would be absurd to be governed merely by 
views of economy; but certainly when they 
were considering whether they should give 
four guineas to militia-men, or six guineas to 
regulars, they ought to consider the difference 
there was in point of utility between the two 
descriptions of force; and, in his opinion, 
the difference between the two descriptions 
of force was greater than the difference be- 
tween the bounties. If this bounty was given ; 
to men to serve in the militia, it certainly 
would very materially impede the recruiting 
service for troops of the line. He knew that 
there must be a great degree of partiality 
upon this subject in gentlemen who had de- 
voted their time and exertions to perfect the 
militia, and who must therefere feel unwilling 
to see the effect of all their labour lost; but 
at a moment like the present, the country 
must not be governed by such considerations 
as these. The danger with which we were 
threatened was of so immediate and para- 
mount a nature, that it required the constant 
€Xertion of all the ability of the Government ; 


We were now going close-hauled; and if we 


the present the only object was to call forth 
the exertions of the country, and that it was 


minent and pressing the danger was, the 
greater the necessity was that the spirit and 


directed. 
The Secretary at War said, he certainly 
ebate, because he did not think that any 


zentleman would have introduced such sub- 
€cts as they now heard; but he could not 





t still after hearing observations which he 
eclared had given him asmuch uneasiness as | 
¢e had ever felt since he sat in that House. He 
greed with an Hon. Baronet (Sir Wm. Pulte- 
iu. that such arguments ought not to go 
« unanswered, even if they were irregular 5 

ugh he thought that the Rt. Hon. Gent. 
“S sirictly in order. He did not by any 





sans Complain of the Hon. Gentes objections ) 
‘ 


Rt. Hon. Gent. had made his general ob- 
jections at a time and upon an occasion 
when these objections could lead to no prac- 
tical conclusion. He complained that the Rt. 
Hon. Gent. entertaining such opinions upon 
this subject as he now appeared to do, should, 
while he was in office, have augmented the 
militia to a degree heretofore unprecedented; 
for the Rt. Hon. Gent. was at that time ina 
department immediately connected with the 
public force. The Rt. Hon. Gent. had not 
only suffered the militia in England to be so 
augmented, but while he held an important 
office in administration, the militia of Scot- 
land was formed, and he believed that of Tre- 
land; and yet upon these occasions the Rt. 


Hon. Gent. had urged no objection. But 


now, even if the Rt. Hon. Gent.’s objections 
should prevail (unless the Parliament were to 
supersede all the militia laws at once), he 
stated them for the first time. When the 
bill, of which the present one was only a 
part, was before the House, and when, from 
the situation of the country, his objections 
could have been more deliberately and ma- 
turely examined, the Rt. Hon. Gent. sat per- 
fectly silent. He really could not comprehend 
how a Gentleman who had served his country 
so long, in many important situations, and for 
whose talents and sentiments he had the 
highest veneration, could have allowed him- 
self at such a time to make such observations. 
The Rt. Hon. Gent. had occupied a con- 
siderable time in proving a proposition which 
nobody ever attempted to dispute, viz, 
that the militia were not in every respect 
equal to the regular force. It was never in- 
tended that they should be; they were merely 
meant as subsidiary to the regular troops, and 
he was convinced that a better system could 
not be adopted with a view to the consti- 
tutional principle, which he was convinced 
would never be given up. He begged the 
House and the Rt. Hon. Gent. to consider 
what the militia had done. In the year 1786 
they saved the capital of this country; and 
upon every occasion where their services 
were required, they came forward with 
promptitude and alacrity; and he was con- 
vinced that no country possessed a force, 
maintained at so small an expense in time of 
peace, that could be made so effectual in time 
of war, and called forth at so short a notice. 
With regard to the militia of Ireland, it was 
not necessary to remind the House, that at 
the time of the rebellion they displayed a 
degree of courage that shewed them to be 
inferior to no troops in the world, and, in 
conjunction with the yeomanry, put down 
and trampled that rebellion under foot, and 
saved that country to the British crown, 
As to the militia of England, at one of the 
most critical periods of its history, they vo- 
luntarily offered their services in Jreland; and 
though the rebellion was put down ‘sefore 
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many of them arrived there, yct it must be | 
allowed that they rendered most essential | 
service. In one of the most important expe- 
ditions which was undertaken last war, viz. 
the expedition to Holland, the greater part 
of the army was composed of volunteers from 
the militia; and though that expedition failed | 
in part, from causes very diflerent from those 
which had been stated, yet our troops con- 
ducted themselves in such a manner, that 
those who had upon that occasion to look 
them in the face, felt no great disposition 
to repeat the experiment.—Much of the Rt. 
Hon. Gent.’s argument went upon the sup- 
position that the militia was preferred to the 
regular force-—that was by no means the case. 
But when the immense possessions of this 
country were considered, the necessity of 
the militia for home defence would be ob- 
vious. He had the satisfaction of stating that | 
the militia would soon appear to be in a state 
that would excecd the most sanguine ex- 
pectations that couid have been formed of it— 
that the regular force was more numerous | 
and in a better condition than it was in any 
part of the Rt. Hon. Gent.’s administration, 
and that there were more troops now in 
Great Britain and Ireland than there were 
at any period of the last war. He trusted, 
therefore, that the country would not be 
disheartened at any observations which the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. had made, for it was now 
in a better state than when it had bid de- 
fiance to all Europe. He wished that the Rt. 
Hion. Gent. had heard the sentiments of the 
Gent. from Ireland, who all concurred in the 
impossibility of raising the militia of that coun- 
try by ballot. But at all events, he wished 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. to recollect, that if the 
militia ot Ireland was not raised in the manner 
now proposed, it must be attempted to be 
raised by ballot, or by volunteers, and in that 
case a bounty of six pounds per man would 
be given, which would interfere much more 
with the recruiting service than the present 
plan. It was true that the present mode 
would, in some degree, interfere with the 
recruiting of the army, but certainly not ma- 
terially, because the persons who entered into 
the militia were such as would not enter into 
the regular service. He was sure that the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. did not wish to dishearten 
the country, though his observations had that 
tendency. The Rt. Hon. Gent. had stated, 
that all the abilities of the country ought 
now to be brought into action. Undoubtedly 
every exertion was necessary; but at the same 
time much would depend upon the firmness 
and good sense of that House, and upon the 
prudence which Gentlemen used in the ob- 
servations which they made in that House. 





Sir Witttam PuLrinety said, he gave 
the Hon. Gent. every credit for the ability 
he possessed, in painting a bad side of the 
question in such colours, as would render it 
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apparently wise and proper for adoption. But 
he could not help saying to the Hon. Gent. (Mr. 
Windham), that he had mis-stated facts with 
regard to the militia in the two countries, as 
well as the disposable troops of the nation; 
and though the militia of the two countries 
had shewn their courage in numberless jn. 
stances, and had met with the disapprobation 
of the Hon. Gent. yet the country at large, 
except him, had bestowed every praise on 
these constitutional bodies, who are of na- 
tional importance. He said the Hon. Gent, 
seemed to be very much attached to a stand- 
ing army, as he thought they were more 
essential to the safety of the mation than any 
militia that could be established. He said, 
he thought the Hon. Member appeared too 
fond of a regular force, and had not gives, 
in his opinion, a single argument sufficicrtly 
strong, to induce any Member in that House 
to support his side of the question. Sir Wil- 
liam then noticed several arguments which 
had been used by Mr. Windham, none of 
which he said would convince the House that 
a regular army was preferable to a militia 
in Ireland, agreeably to a plan proposed by 
the bill now under discussion, He hat to 
observe, that if the plan now mentioned by 
the Hon. Gent. was to be adopted, he was 
sure you would not get the countenance and 
support of the country gentlemen, and a nu- 
merous body of persons who have and will 
enter cheerfully into the militia. Many hut 
dred persons felt it their duty, for their own 
private safety, and the safety of the nation, 
to assist in the constitution of a miluam 
their respective counties; but few men = 
had many private ties, as dear as life, @ 

on which life itself depends (such as men 
business, and who could not leave { a 
country and families for any length of — 

would enter into the regular service, — “sh 

glorious and honourable the name of 2. soe 

soldier must sound to the ear of a 

this he thought one important reason wre 

maintenance of a militia in both mince 
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sent against that country. 
knowledve enough to kaow, that a greate 


than into the recruiting service. The Hon 


since its establishment in the year 1757. 


we have to deal with a restless neighbour; 
it was therefore prudent to guard our coast 
with militia, as well as to have a sufficient 
body of regular disposable troops at the im- 
mediate service of Government. He thought 
no measure could be suggested to answer the 
purpose of Ireland as well as the one now 
under discussion, which he hoped would not 
meet an opposition sufficiently strong to de- 
stroy it. He considered it a measure that imme- 
diately called for the support of every Member 
10 the House: it therefore should have his vote. 


Sir L. Parsons said, he had had an opportu- 
nity of knowing something of the militia of Ire- 
land as well as of the regular troops, and he 
Was convinced he should not do justice to 
himself and the brave militia-men of that 
country, if he had continued silent on a ques- 
tion in which they were concerned. The 
} militia of Ireland had served several years, 
_ and had proved themselves a noble and coura- 
geous body of men; and though they were 


| in Ireland, it would be extremely impolitic 
| not to increase the numbers of such a useful 
anda praiseworthy establishment. He would 
call to the recollection of the House, the 
period when the French landed at Bantry 
» Bay: their conduct at that time, as well as 
) Om many other occasions, did them the highest 

credit; no troops in the universe evinced more 
energy in the field than the militia of Ireland: 
‘Ose Drave men only felt disheartened when the 
Wind would not permit the remaining part of the 
French 
Appointment to those courageous heroes, who 
Would have carried victory had the French 
army been double the number. He was sure 
the Irish militia were of the first consequence 
to the country, and ought to receive every 
honour and attention which their courage and 
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number of men would enter into the militia 


General TARLETON observed, that he con- | 
curred with the Hon. Gent. (Mr, Windham) | said any thing offensive of that body of men; 
on many occasions, yet he must differ from | he had taken objections to the militia on 
him on the present. Experience had proved | general principles, and offered arguments to 
the utility of a militia in Ireland as well as | prove, that a disposable and regular force 
in this country. Every man must know that | was of more importance to the country ¢han 


at present but a skeleton of a military force | 


to land; this indeed was a painful dis- | 


Verty ° 
*xertions had long merited; and he could not | 


at present in a critical situation, and therefore | 


_ Lord Kensincron said, it was the pond 
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He had military | question, and it was not his intention to tres- 


r| pass on their time for many minutes. ‘The 
only inducement he had in addressing them, 
was, a mis-statement made by the Hon. Bart. 





Member had by his speech endeavoured to | behind him (Sir William Pulteney), who had 
destroy every thing connected with the militia | said, his Hon. Fnend (Mr. Windham) had 


| made an attack on the militia of the two 
countries. This, he was sure, was not the 
case; his Hon. Friend had, by no means, 





the augmentation of the militia could possibly 
| be. Whether his Hon. Fricnd’s arguments 
/would convince the House of the propriety 
| of his position, would be seen by the vote of 
| the House: yet he must be permitted to say, 
from some knowledge in military affairs, that 
| he concurred with his Hon. Friend in some 
| points, and thought that a regular disposable 
| force would be more serviceable to Ireland 
| than the militia. At the same time he had no 
| objection to a militia in either country, yet 
'he thought a regular disposable force was 
better for either an offensive or defensive pur- 
pose than a militia was, as the regular force 
was generally better constituted and disci- 
plined for actual service than a militia could 
possibly be. In proof of his assertion, he 
begged the House to call to their recollection 
the militia that were sent to Holland, whose 
exertions proved their defective power, and 
evinced a want of discipline. ‘This was well 
known to Government; and had they been all 
regular troops, there is no doubt but they 
would have made a better figure. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUER said, 
that the Noble Lord had not stated what 
Mr. Windham had observed to the House ; 
but as his Lordship’s mistake must be obvious 
to any Member, he would go to his own 
remarks on the militia; in doing so, he must 
call to the recollection of the House, that the 
army who had distinguished themselves in 
| Egypt, were volunteers taken from the militia; 
| and that he was sure that most of the King’s 
officers would be proud to have the regular 
troops mixed with militia-men. An Hon, 
Membcr of this House had said, very properly, 
'that the militia of Ireland had distmguished 
| themselves in the field at the time the Frenth 
made an attack on their’ native soil, which 
did them great honour, and evinced a courage 
highly praiseworthy. During the Jast war 
the militia of Ireland had proved the utility 
of such a constituted body; and there was 
not an officer in the House who had to con- 
' duct the militia of Ireland, but was proud of 
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had been made on his observations on the 
militia of America, it appeared necessary for 
him to repeat what he meant. He observed, 
that he had before stated, that the militia of 


America had beat the regular troops, and that ' 
he did not doubt but the militia of this | 
country and Ireland would beat the French 


whenever they met. 


Sir Eyre Coore said, he rose merely to 
say, that the militia who had been sent to 
Holland had not evinced any want of courage 
or discipline, and all they were then in want 
of was a little more time; but there were 


many circumstances that combined at that | 


period which rendered their exertions abor- 
tive. 


the two countries was highly necessary to be 
supported with the utmost vigour. 


General MAITLAND made several observa- 
tions on the militia of Ireland, and concluded 
with saying, the measure should have his 
support, as he thought the establishment of 
a militia was of the first importance to the 
two countries. 


Mr. WILBERFORCE Said, at a period when 
the public safety was endangered, it was cer- 
tainly highly necessary to consider of the most 
effectual means of providing for that safety. 
If any Hon. Gent. thought that the present 
was such a period, then it was their duty to 
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From the best information that could | jn his mind, was an objection against the 


be obtained, he had no doubt but a militia in | stehiieed a o ellie. 





propose whatever means they thought the 
most effectual for providing for that safety. 
There was a period, however, when we had | 
to contend against the whole force of France | 
and Spain, when the militia was increased 
without any objection being made by his Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Windham), which enabled him 
to plead his Rt. Hon. Friend’s authority 
against himself. The militia was the proper 
constitutional force of the country, and form- 
ed that which we ought to have, a large 
defensive force. Io man could look upon a 
standing army with more constitutional jea- 
lousy than himself; but perhaps his Hon. 
Friend (Mr. Windham) had a great love for 
expeditions, and therefore thought that a 
militia force was not so immediately applicable 
for those purposes. If a standing army were 
to be raised in Ireland, instead of the pro- 
posed militia, it must necessarily be inex- 
perienced, and therefore those who opposed 
the militia had no right to make use of the | 
argument of inexperience against it. Some- 
thing had been said by his Hon. Friend, as 
if his Majesty’s Ministers were to set them- 
selves above the opinion of the people; but 
he thought, in a free country like this, that 
ered opinion, to a certain degree, was the 

st regulator of the conduct of Government, 
and ought to be consulted. 


‘Mr. ALEXANDER defended the system of | 
militia laws in Ireland, and observed, that 
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gentlemen of rank and fortune could not be 
expected to enter as volunteers into the 
regular service; they could best defend their 
country at the head of the militia. - 


Mr. W. ELLior adverted to the point of 
order, and said, it appeared to him to he a 


|new question, that, when the House were 
called upon to vote an additional bounty like 


the present, they should not be allowed to go 


into the general question. He objected to 
the proposed bounty, because it would tend 


to injure the recruiting service in Jreland, 
The constitutional mode of obtaining a militia 


was by ballot; but he was answered, that in 
Ireland a ballot could not be effected. This, 


This measure 
went to raise a force in Ireland on the prit- 
ciple of the fencibles; it would no longer be 


‘|a militia, but a fencible force of the worst 


species. He had been told on a preceding 
evening, by the Attorney General of Ireland, 
that he voted in the House of Commons in 
Ireland for a military force. 


Mr. BAGWELL spoke to order, observing, 
that the Rt. Hon. Gent. was referring to an 
argument used on a former evening by 2 
Gent. not then in the House. 


Mr. Et.iot proceeded. When he was in 
office in Ireland, he said, the militia were not 
only embodied, but encamped; it would 


‘therefore not have been a very safe measure 


to have proposed at that period to dissolve t. 
What was the case now, when the militia 
was disbanded? The question now was 4 
to its revival, and he objected to the policy 
the measure. He did not wish to excite alam; 
but if any measure was calculated to exci 
alarm it was one like the present, which went 
to lay the country prostrate at the = 
enemies. With respect to the actual cane 
of the country, he hoped it would not be led 
into a war in darkness and obscurity; but * 
should even think a war in any shape Pr* 
ferable to a continued series of submissive 
pusillanimous conduct. 


sine be 
Lord CasTLEREAGH said, the — 
fore the House could not justify Oe We 
Gent. in going into charges — a 
jesty’s Ministers for submissive an¢ P'™" 
mous conduct. He was not cot siete om 
disposition being evinced to ery ect 
sent measure, as it arose out of 4 “ie his 
which was dear to the community. th 
Hon. Friends thought the —, 4 by! 
country would be better a Ath ther 
standing army than by 4 sone! > paki 
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defence than a constitutional ™ 
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Balloting was undoubtedly the constitutional 
mode of providing that militia; but if the 
question was as to the injury done to recruit- 
ing, there could be no doubt that the mode 
of ballot was the most injurious.—There were 
contrivances in this country to render the 
ballot less onerous by means of parish sub- 
scriptions :—the present was only a mode of 
making the country subscribe, as a body, to 
raise the men which it was called upon to 
provide. 


security, if it was trusted to the protection of 
the regular troops alone. 


Mr. HiteEy ADDINGTON said, the argu- 
ment which had been used, that the present 
measure would be injurious to the recruiting 
service, had been conclusively answered by 
his Rt. Hon. Relation. In fact, there was a 
conclusive answer to it in the nature of 
things, as it was well known that many per- 
sons would prefer a larger bounty and en- 
listing for life, whilst many also would prefer 
a small bounty and a limited period of ser- 
vice. He had held a pretty high situation in 
a fencible regiment, part of which he had 
himself raised, and he did not know any indi- 
vidual of it who would recruit; and even 
_ when it was disbanded, not one fifth of the 
whole became regular soldiers. With respect 
» to the militia, he would ask a distinguished 
officer (Sir Eyre Coote) who had spoken in 
| this debate, whether a regiment of militia in 
) service at the period of the expedition to 
| Holland, and sent thither, would not serve 
with as much courage and discipline as any 
_ other? The Hon. Gent. (Mr. Elliot) as well 
_as his Rt. Hon. Friend (Mr. Windham) had 


the regulars, but in such a way as to give 
all the merit to the latter; and he confessed 
| Some comments had been mace upon the 
' militia, which excited uneasiness in his mind. 
If the present was, as had been stated by a 
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| taken a comparative view of the militia and | 
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| of granting the whole bounty mentioned in 
the resolution. 


Mr. WiNDHAM, in explanation, said, he 
did not distrust the loyalty or the spirit of 
| the militia; but he still thought them inferior 
to troops of the line. 





Mr. Dawson thought it whimsical that the 
| present measure should be opposed onlv by 


He was satisfied that Ireland could | the late Secretary at War for England, and 
not be considered as in a perfect state of | the late Secretary at War for Ireland. The 


Irish militia, he said, had put down rebellion, 
and had materially contributed to repel in- 
vasion. 


The resolutions were then agreed to, and 
a bill ordered pursuant thereto. 





oenetinendll 
——= 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, March 17. (See Minutes, p. 507.) 


[IR1isH# CHALKING ACT.]—The second 
reading of the Irish chalking act being moved, 


Lord AUCKLAND rose to make a very few 
observations on the bill. He did not mean to 
go into detail on the subject, but considered 
it his duty to allude to the difference which 
the bill went to establish betwixt the criminal 
laws of the two parts of the United Kingdom. 
A difference of this kind was in every case 
to be deprecated, but more especially when 
it regarded the criminal laws of the country. 
Some delay, therefore, in proceeding to the 
committee on the bill might be desirable, to 
enable their Lordships to consider how far 
it might be expedient to extend the provisions 
of the bill to this country. 


The ArcusisHop of DuBLin professed his 
inability to form an opinion how far the ex- 
tension to which the Noble Lord alluded 
might be applicable to the circumstances of 





' Rt. Hon. Gent. a period of greater danger 


thinking that they shewed a want of con- 
| Sistency. The Rt. Hon. Gent. (Mr. Windham) 
had thrown out a charge against his Majesty’s | 
Government, of a want of prospective wis- 
dom; and another Hon. Gent. (Mr. Elliot) 
had charged them with submissive and pusil- | 
lanimous conduct. He defied those Hon. | 
Gent. to produce a single instance to prove | 
those charges; and till they did that, such | 


charges must be considered as mere ran- 
dom assertions, 


Mr. WickHam said, it would be still open | 
to the colonels of militia, or the Lord Lieu- | 
tenant, to continue the bounty as it was 

ore this measure, or to lower the present | 

uty. There was no intention at present | 


| 


, than any during the late war, why depreciate | 
_ one of our best supports? He could not help | 


this country; but of its necessity, as far as 
Ireland was concerned, no one acquainted 
with the state of that part of the United King- 
dom could doubt for a moment. In this 
country the crime was of rare occurrence, and 
therefore it might be a matter of doubt how 


‘far policy would suggest the propriety of 


making a general enactment on the subject. 
No man, however, could have lived twelve 
months in Ireland, without being convinced 


| that it was essential to the safety of the peace 


able part of the community. 


The LorpCHANCELLOR called the attention 
of their Lordships to a point which was ene 
titled to particular attention, He had more 
than once had occasion to advert to the mode 
in which bills of the most important kind 
were introduged into that House. The sccond 
reading was not a as it certainly 
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ought to be, with respect to bills whose 
general nature was not understood, by a short 
explanation of their object, but as a mere 
matter of course. This observation, in the 
present instance, was suggested by the title 
of the bill. It was entitled, A bill for the 
more effectual prevention of chalking; a prac- | 
tice, of the nature of which he professed his 
ignorance, and he believed many other Noble 
Lords would acknowledge the same ignorance. 
it was certainly the duty of those who were 
employed in introducing the bill, to have 
given this exptanation, and thereon he took 
this opportunity of alluding to a general 
ground of complaint. His Lordship agreed 
with the Noble Lord who began the discus- 
sion, that it was highly desirable to have as 





little discordance as possible betwixt the cri- | 


minal laws of Ireland and this country, but 
gave no decided opinion how far the extension 
might be necessary. 
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Lord CarLeTon gave ashort sketch of the 
circumstances which rendered the present bill | 
necessary. The practice which it was de-} 
signed to punish was one which, at the time | 
when the act was framed, had become highly | 
alarming; and it was to cognteract so serious 
an evil, that it was originally submitted to 
the Irish Parliament. About two years ago 
it had expired, but at the present moment it | 
had again appeared necessary to renew it. 
He agreed with the Noble and Learned Lord 
who spoke last, that the title of the bill was 
not one very intelligible in this country, where 
the practice from which it was derived was 
almost unknown, In Ireland, however, the 
practice was unfortunately too well known, 
and the title was one universally understood. 
He professed himself not in possession of such 
a knowledge of the existing circumstances of 
the country as to be able to judge of the ex- 
pediency of the extension, 


Lord ELLexsorouGH saw very powerful 
reasons for some improvement in the criminal 
law of this country, so far as assaults, with 
intent to commit murder, were concerned. 
He alluded_particularly to the case of a trial 
at the Old Bailey (the trial of two men for 
cutting and maiming a man near Hammer: 
smith, at one of the late sessions), where, 
under circumstances of the greatest atrocity, 
the capital part of the indictment was done 
away, because the crime of the prisoners 
«lid not come within the meaning of the act 
under which they were tried. He was de- 
sirous, therefore, that their Lordships might 
have ah opportunity of considering how far 
the extension of the act to this country might 
be desirable. His Lordship adverted parti- 
cularly to the manner in which the bill was 
framed, There.was agreat deal of superfluity 
af expression, which might in the committee 


be curtailed, His Lordship therefore wished 





} 
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that Monday might be fixed for going into 2 
committee on the bill, 


Lord ALVANLEY corroborated the state 


7 
“eile 


ments of the Noble Lord, and argued in 


favour of some improvement in our criminz! 


code. As the law now stood, an assault with 


a view to robbery was a felony, though not 


of a capital nature; whereas an assault with 
the view of perpetrating the crime of murder 
was a simple misdemeanour. He agreed en- 
tirely with his Noble Friend in what he had 
said about the case to which he had alluded, 
and he was sure all of their Lordships must 
see there was a necessity for revising the law, 
when a crime, in all its circumstances so 
atrocious, had escaped adequate punishment, 
merely from want of evidence that the 
criminals had lain in wait with the intention 
of perpetrating the crime. His Lordship was 
very pointed on the loose and inaccurate man- 
ner in which the bill was couched. In this 
respect it required very considerable improve- 
ment. He alluded to several clauses in which 
the language was extremely inaccurate. In 
one part of the bill it was enacted, that no 
person being in Ireland, should, without siub- 
jecting himself to certain penalties, be guilty 
of the crime specified in the bill. There was, 
however, a great want of precision here, 
because it might be inferred from that, though 
a person could not, without subjecting him- 
self to penalties, be guilty of this crime it 
Ireland, he might with impunity perpetrate 
it in England, in Scotland, or, in short, 9 
any other quarter. After dwelling on th 
topic, his Lordship concluded by declaring "'s 


‘complete approbation of the proposed delay. 


. ail 
The bill was then read a second time, aie 
committed for next day—Adjourned, 
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Friday, March 18.—( See Minutes, p- 5° yA 

(Tae navy.J]—The Earl of eae 
called the attention of their Lordships th t 
motion, which he proposed to — bf 
evening, had he seen those Ministers aie 
expected in their places. The aang nn 
was of that nature, which he though" . 
considerations of fairness and ong (oe 
would not be proper to urge vig ary ab 
giving some notice. What he evil) ree 
templation (the Noble Earl observ’ 
spected the artificers in his Majesty “oct he 
yards, on the discussion of which ee ) eat’ 
thought it would be proper that a resents 
Ministers in that House pot. - a ry the 
particularly, his Lordship seeme se arine cc 
Noble Earl at the head of the matty to be 
partment, from whom it was me nir assistance 
expected, peculiar information an att, 
would be derived. For his owt P 
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came forward as an mdependent Peer of Par- 
liament, and actuated by no other motives 
whatever than his own sense of what was his 


duty in that character. He came forward on | 


his own motion, unconnected with parties, 
as an unbiassed and independent Member of 
that House :—he was, happily, | 


‘¢ Unplac’d, unper sion’d, no m in’s heir or slave ;” 


as such, he would freely, and without re- | 


serve, deliver his sentiments upon all publ 
questions, in the discussion of which he 
should take a part, without reference to the 
opinions, the feelings, or the language of any 
person. He was unsolicitous whom his public 
conduct er his language offended, while it 
was inspired by a strong sense of what he 
conceived to be his Parliamentary duty. He 
was regardless of what the effect, under such 
impressions of his language, in delivering 
what others might deem his poor and narrow 


opinions, might be. He was regardless of the | 


remarks, which their delivery might draw down 
from any quarter, either in the way of in- 
vective, sarcasm, or pretended admonition, 


He was utterly regardless of what might be | 


asserted of him in that respect: whether his 
notions and sentiments pervaded only the 
narrow and limited circle of society in which 


he moved, or whether their effects or conse- | 


quences were said to be more extensive ; it 


was of no consideration to him what might | 


be said in that respect, so long as he felt he 
performed his duty conscientiously as an in- 


dependent Peer of Parliament. With respect | 


to his proposed motion, the Noble Earl said, 
it was his intention to bring it forward on an 
early day next week, should he see Ministers 
in their places. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR quitted the Wool- 
sack, and observed, that with respect to the 
motion which the Noble Earl had announced 
his intention to bring forward, he could of 
course say nothing, because he knew nothing 
of ite nature, from what the Noble Earl had 
stated. It might be of an unobjectionable, 
or perhaps of a questionable nature—he 


could not then possibly decide. With re- | 


épect to other parts of the Noble Earl’s 
observation, he should only say, that, in re- 
kard to the Noble Farl’s Parliamentary con- 
duct, he was convinced it would always be 
guided by pure and honourable motives. The 
Noble Earl would, at the same time, recollect 


that others had their feelings with respect to | 


what may be said, as regarding unfounded 
Imputations thrown out, as well as the Noble 

arl himself. ‘The question was not so much 
What individuals may think of themselves, as 
What others thought ofthem. As to the con- 
tice of the country, those with whom he 
Nad the honour to act, had every reason to 

- Satisfied from the conduct of that con- 
Stitutional organ of the country, the Parlia- 
Ment~that confidence, they trusted, would, 
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without reference to the opinion or assertions 

of individuals, be continued to them as long, 
| and in such degree, as they continued to de- 
serve it. 


} 

| The Earl of CARLIsLe and the Lord Cuan. 
| CELLOR afterwards spoke severally in expla. 
| nation ; in the course of which the Noble Karl 
| stated, that his motion should be for the pro- 
duction of the monthly returms, at certain 
periods, respecting the artiicers in his Mae 
jesty’s dock-vards. 





Aa. tee Pe 


HOUSS OF COMMONS. 
Friday, March 18.—(See Minutes, p. 507.) 
fMILITIA OFFICERS’ BILL.}—The order 


of the day was read for taking Mito considera. 
tion the militia officers’ bill. 


Lord Fotxstone said, he was surprised 
that an opposition had not been made to this 
bill on its first reading, and he could not bute 
express his astonishment that no other Gent. 
had stood up to oppose a bill, whieh he 
thought went to reduce the dignity and con. 
sequence of the militia of this country. The 
/militia was supported by men of fortane, 
whose situation in life would not permit them 
| toenter into the regular service, as they could 
not leave the country, or conform to many 
necessary laws which attend the regular sere 
_vice; and therefore every care ought to be 
|taken to prevent improper and unqualified 
| persons from mixing with gentlemen of the 

fret consequence in the country. The bill now 
| under discussion would allow persons to enter 


|into the militia who were by no means qua. 
| lified, which would prevent men of fortune 
ifrom considering a situation in the militia as 
}an object of their ambition, consequenthy its 
| present importance would soon be on the de- 
cline. A number of half-pay officers would 
be daily entering into the militia in preference 
/to the regular service, where they ought to 
be. He did not mean by this observation to 
| Say any thing disrespectful of those gentlemen; 
_ but he thought every care ought to be taken 
ito keep up the dignity of the militia, and 
every inducement held out to gentlemen of 
fortune to enter into it. On these grounds he 
thought proper to oppose that clause of the 
bill, which allows unqualified persons to enter 
into the militia, 


The Secrerary at War said, he thoughe 
the speech just delivered by the Noble Lord, 
went to give a death-blow to the militia of 
this country. The clause objected to by the 
Noble Lord went to thiseffect, that those gen- 
tlenren who held arank in the militia last war, 
should have the privilege to hold the same 
rank in the present militia. This principle 
had been acted upon before, and he now saw 
that this clause would not be productive of 
any ill effects, or tend to lessen the dignity of 
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the militia of this country. He thought that 
the Noble Lord’s observations, with respect 
to qualified persons going out of the militia, 
if the persons alluded to enter into it, was 
very improper, and ought not to have been 
made. No Gent. in the House could feel a 
greater desire to support the dignity of the 
militia than himself; but he thought the 
Noble Lord’s objection to the clause he alluded 
to would not meet with the support of the 
House, as it was highly advantageous to the 
constitution of the present militia. 


Mr. SHERIDAN said, the Noble Lord ought 
to have had a better reason than what he had 
just offered, as an objection to the bill. If 
the country is in that critical state that re- 
quires an immediate defence, he hoped that 
courage and exertion would be esteemed in 
preference to property. He thought the Noble 
Lord had been very illiberal on the gentle. 
men who fill various situations in the army. He 
was astonished to hear the Noble Lord say, 
that qualified men would leave the militia, if 


half-pay officers and indigent persons entered | 


jato it. He would ask the Noble Lord, how 
many qualified persons the Lord Lieut. would 
be able to get to answer the exigence of the mo- 
ment, particularly when the young gertlemen of 
the country at present think of nothing but 
horse-racing and the sports of the field: if 
the country gentlemen are so jealous of the 
dignity and consequence of the militia, they 
should use their endeavours to fill the present 
vacancies in the militia with their friends, 
and not neglect the safety and interest of the 
country, from a false ambition for property. 
It is only courage and honour that will place 
the Jaurel on the soldier’s brow. He therefore 
thought the Noble Lord’s objection to the 
bill would have but little weight with the 
House. 


Mr. BAsTARD said, notwithstanding what 
the last Hon. Gent. had said, he thought 
the dignity of the militia ought to be sup- 
ported. 


Lord Fo.xsTowne said, that Gentlemen had 
misunderstood him. He never said that un- 
qualified parses being admitted into the mi- 
litia, would prevent qualified gentlemen from 
enfering into it. He spoke without any in. 
tention to be personal to any body of gentle- 
men. The Noble Lord then repeated his 
observations on the question, and perfectly 
concurred with Mr, Sheridan, that the young 

entlemen should, at this moment, exert 

remselves for the defence of their country. 
He said he had applied, yesterday, to the 
Lord Lieut. for a regiment, and it was his 
particular wish that the militia should be sup- 
ported by gentlemen of fortune. 


Mr. SHeRipan expressed his approbation 
of the Noble Lord’s intention to exert himself 
for the safety of the country; butif gentlemen 
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did not come forward, Government 
m 
such measures as will be necessary gee 
| security of the nation; and he hoped the Noble 
| Lord's example would have a better effect than 
his speech. 


| General TARLETON made a few remarks on 
the bill, and concluded by Saying, that he 
| thought the clause would produce disagreeable 
| effects to the gentlemen now, or at any period 
in the militia. 


Colonel MitForp agreed with the Noble 
Lord, that men of fortune should not associate 
with persons who are not qualified; but the 
honour and dignity of the militia depended 
much on the colonels, who ought to be very 
particular as to the gentlemen they brought 
into the militia. 


Mr. FRANKLIN Said, the bill now before the 
House gave the Lord Lieutenant the power to 
_ select persons for the militia, and reject those 
| who should be considered as unqualified for 
| the service; therefore there is no danger of im- 
| proper persons being offensive to this honour- 
able establishment. 





The Secretary at War said, he hoped 
, the young gentlemen of the country would 
feel a disposition to enter, that the vacancies 
may be early filled; and it was his particular 
wish, that gentlemen should deliver their sen- 
timents on the bill as it went through the 
committee. 


The bill was read a second time, and ordet- 
ed to be committed on Tuesday. 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, March 21.—(See Minutes, p. 5°%:) 


[Nava artiricers. ]—The Earl of Car- 
LISLE rose to bring forward his promised mo- 
tion relative to the artificers in his Majesty ° 
dock-yards: his Lordship prefaced it with a few 
general observations, referring to the necesst) 
which existed in the present situation of oe 
country, for Parliament to be informed 
certain points respecting the conduct © ie 
most important branch of the Governmen ha 
which the subject of the motion related. = 
a due administration of the affairs of that = 
partment, the security of the country, = 
present state of affairs, in a great a tke 
pended. The information called “i Y ob. 
motion, was important, the Noble pe 
served, as forming the groundwork 0 1 fn 

ropositions, which, perhaps, he oe ys 
it necessary to bring forward. He fe We 
peated some of his former we ‘ini ah 
specting the general conduct 0 ot faitlf 
who, he seemed to say, were ne a appeat 
tried; when they were, it would . Sic 
how far they enjoyed that confidence 
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they boasted. After some further comment 
on these topics, the Noble Earl moved to the 
following effect :—“ That the proper officers 
«‘ do lay before this House, a monthly return 
«¢ of all the artificers employed in his Majesty’s 
«“ dock-yards, from the month of May 1802, 
‘to the present period.” 


Lord Hopart rose, and expressed his opi- 
nion, that the House ought not to agree toa 
motion of such a peculiar nature and import- 
ance, without hearing adequate grounds and 
reasons assigned for its adoption. Not one, 
he contended, had been advanced by the Noble 
Earl. His Lordship seemed to regret the 
absence of the Noble Earl at the head of the 
marine department, who of course possessed a 
more detailed knowledge of the subject to 
which the motion referred, than he could be 
supposed to possess. With respect to what 
the Noble Earl had been pleased to advance 
relative to the general conduct of Ministers, 
he could only then assure him generally, that 
these Ministers always held it their duty, and 
had so acted, to do that which they firmly 
believed would most conduce to the real in- 
terests of their country, and <o acting, they 
were secure of its confidence. The Noble 
Earl had spoken of the trial of Ministers, but 
let that trial come on when it may, he, for 
one, was not apprehensive of its result. He 
was sure that Parliament had sufficient grounds 
for judging of Ministers by their conduct, 
and the conduct of Parliament had as clearly 
manifested its sense of their merits. He then 
vindicated, in general terms, the character and 
conduct of the Noble Earl at the head of the 
Admiralty, against every imputation; and he 
must believe that that character stood as high 
in the public opinion as ever, until he heard 
that something like a specific charge was urged 
against him.—Indirect insinuations were of no 
weight with him, until specific charges were 
made. He had every right to presume that 
there was nothing in the administration of the 
important department in question, that called 
tor an inquiry to be set on foot; and with re- 
spect to the particular motion then before the 
House, he held it his duty to resist it, until he 


should hear adequate reasons assigned for its 
adoption. 


The Earl of Carisve in reply observed, 
that the thing was so simple in itself, and he 
had so plainly stated the object of the motion, 
that he did not think it necessary in the first 
instance to take up their Lordships’ time. He 
contended, that Parliament should have every 
degree of information which could be attained 
without dangerous consequences to the real 


re of the country. Nothing could be 


urther from his intention than to offer an 
Personal imputation against the Noble Earl, 
or disrespect towards him. On the contrary, 
HO man in that House could more highly value 
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that Noble Lord’s services than he did. He 
felt the obligations which the country owed to 
Earl St. Vincent, and no man could more duly 
appreciate his great and eminent services. But, 
on the other hand, the more especially on 
such a crisis as the present, he had to consider 
his own duty as a Member of Parliament, The 
Noble Lord in question was to be regarded as 
a public character, and it was essential that 
the management of the affairs of the depart- 
ment over which that Noble Lord presided, 
should be such as to meet the present exigency 
of affairs. Its vigour and alertness, his Lord- 
ship seemed to say, should be such as to enable 
us to meet the French off Brest. He must be 
allowed to entertain his own doubts, and to ob- 
serve, that even generally, in the public mind, 
some existed with regard to the management of 
the affairs of the Admiralty. It was important it 
should be known how Ministers had acted in 
these respects during the summer, and at a 
time when they were alternately arming and 
disarming, and whether the other measures of 
Ministers at home were commencurate to their 
conduct abroad. In this view, he thought it 
was incumbent on Ministers to afford every 
information. He had, at first, no wish to 
urge the motion, but entertained an idea of 
withdrawing it; but after what had passed, he 
had his doubts with respect to the propriety 
of such a proceeding. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR then put the ques- 
tion. 


Lord GrenviLueE begged leave to offer his 
advice to his Noble Friend, namely, that on the 
present occasion he would withdraw the mo- 
tion. However, should he be compelled to 
give a vote, he would do it on the ground of 
his having heard no argument whatever for its 
rejection. Ina moment like the present, he 
should be sorry that any thing should come 
from those with whom he agreed in opinion— 
even a motion in that House, which might 
throw any thing like embanassment on the 
conduct of the King’s servants. With respect 
to the subject to which the motion referred, 
it was one, he thought, into which inquiry 
should be instituted at a proper time. Ie 
consequence of the line of conduct adopted by 
Ministers for the last eighteen months, for 
some time past their responsibility was great 
beyond all former precedent, inasmuch as they 
had afforded no satisfactory information to 
Parliament, nor explained any part of their 
conduct whatever. They had seen measures 
done and undone, adopted and altered, and 
Parliament called upon to vote large estimates, 
merely on grounds of supposed notoriety. 
Ministers and the country were now so cir- 
cumstanced, that he wished it might not be 
said with truth, that those with whom he act- 
ed, had done any thing tending to throw diffi- 
culties in their way; there would be future 
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epportunities for discussion, and on these 
ounds it was that he requested his Noble 
riend to withdraw his motion for the present. 


The Ear] of Caruisie, in a few words, ex- 
ges his acquiescence in the proposition of 


is Noble Friend, but at the same time ob- | 


served, that no well-founded objections had 
been offered against it. 


Lord PeLuam expressed his opinion, that a 
motion likethat inquestion shouldnot be agreed 
to, except distinct and adequate reasons were 
assigned for its adoption, and specific grounds 
urged for going into the inquiries alluded to. He 
peifectly agreed in what had fallen from his 
Noble Friend, that nothing had been suggest- 
ed by the Noble Earl, in reference to the naval 
department, that constituted sufficient ground 
for inguiry; he should not, therefore, at pre- 
sent enter into that line of discussion. With re- 
spect to the point of which so much had been 
said, the conduct of Ministers, that, with refer- 
ence to the peculiar circumstances of the coun- 
try, would, at a proper period, be a fair ground 
for inguiry. But it was the consolation of his 
Majesty’s present Ministers, that, with a re- 
ference to the existing circumstances of the 
country, their conduct had been such, as they 
conceived to be most conducive to the honour 
and the interests of the nation. On that ground 
it had been satisfactory to themselves, and had 
been sanctioned by Parliament ; in that line of 
conduct they would persevere, nor would they 
be drawn from it by any taunts which may be 
thrown out against them. With respect to 
motions of such a nature as the present, he 
expressed his hope that the House would not 


«countenance a sudden investigation at any 


time, without adequate grounds being pre- 
viously assigned. 


Lord GRENVILLE in explanation observed, 
that Ministers could not consistently be said 
to rely on the confidence of Parliament and 
the country, as they uniformly withheld all 
knowledge and information whereby cither 
could rightly judge of their conduct. They 
bad gone on arming and disarming, without 
condescending to let the public know the cir- 
cumstances which warranted such contradic- 
tory and opposite measures. 


Lord Hopart, in reply, observed, that it 
was with Parliament alone to draw such con- 
clusions ; the sentiments of which had plainly 
indicated how far it approved of the conduct 
of Ministers. Since their accession to office 
two very great and important political mea- 
sures had heen completed, namely, the peace 
with the Northern Powers, and the subsequent 
peace with France. ‘The unanimous approba- 
tion which both these measures met with was 
unprececented in the annals of Parliament. * 


Lord Gktyvirie shortly observed, that 
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these circumstances had no application what. 
ever to the points in question, which referred 
only to the conduét of Ministers during the last 
eighteen months. | 


The Earl of Caruisie spoke shortly in fur. 
ther explanation. 


The Lorp CHAnceLior quitted the wool. 
sack, and after noticing the tenour of the mo. 
tion, observed that the Noble Earl’s complain. 
ing that no reasons were given why the motion 
should not be agreed to, appeared to him a 
little extraordinary, as he had always under- 
stood, that when motions of that kind were 
made, it was necessary that some reasons 
should be given for their adoption. ‘The sub- 
sequent conduct of the Noble Earl appeared 
to him to be equally extraordinary. After 
having proposed the motion, without assigning 
any reason why it should be adopted, he now 
contents himself with withdrawing it, because 
he had heard no reasons for its rejection. The 
Noble and Learned Lord then proceeded to 
enforce the objections offered by the Peers on 
the ministerial bench, and added, that the 
Noble Earl had rather inconsistently asserted 
the object of the motion to be for the corree- 
tion of evils, without condescending to state 
what those evils were. His Lordship then 
proceeded successfully to combat the general 
assertions made by the Peers in opposition, 
argued the inconsistency of their conduct, on 
their own principles, in judging the concuct 
of Ministers, previously to the institution 0 
those inquiries they so loudly called for. 


al 

The question was then put, on a ae 

from the Noble Earl (Carvisir) for with 
drawing this motion, and agreed to. 


i 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, March 21.—( See Minutes, p- 508.) 


[East INDIA accounts. J—The neon 
the committee on East India accounts - 
taken into further consideration. The Teo” 
tions were all read and agreed to, rere 
any observation being made on ayer 
except the last; and the question D*l"s } 
ypon which ’ 

; Mr. FRANCIS said, he thought it 
the satisfaction of the House, to ¢*P ‘ied t0 
he meant by the word “ false, 4° OY 
the Indian accounts now before Peenties2 
and in doing this, he hoped every wn the i 
would put the liberal ceanres res reall 
tended application of the word, t - need the 
neant by the use of it. When «ats befor 
word false, as applying to the —e 
the House, he did not mean to 
Hon. Gent. of having comm 
that would stain his honour; he “~ 
it to convey this meaning, that 
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18 his mind, appeared something like a puffj 
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which had been offered to Parliament were in- 
correct; and, therefore, to express his opinion 
of those accounts, he had cdiled them false—a 
word used and well understood in logic, which 
is not of personal application, but only ex- 
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presses the inaccuracy of a position or state- 
ment. He could assure every Gentleman pre- | 
sent, that he had no intention to apply the | 
word in any other way than as explained by 
him. He understood of the Noble Lord who 
had laid the Jndia papers before the House, | 
that the Legislature was to guaranty the 
stock of the India Company, tothe amount of 
twelve millions of money, with other circum- 
stances connected with the Company, which 
kad not in his mind been clearly laid before 
the House; the neglect of which, and inaccu- 
racy of the accounts, were the objects of his | 
complaint, 
' 
Mr. Tueornirus METCALF said, every 
Member in that House had a right to investi- 
gate the papers now before them relative to 
the afiairs of India, but no Gefitleman should 
gO so far as to say, that the East India Com- 
pany had taken any measure to conceal any 
part of their accounts, with an intention to 
deceive Parliament. If the Hon. Gent. thought 


- the accounts were false, it was his duty to 


bring the business before the House in a re- | 
gular way. The article alluded to by the Hon. 
Gent. (Mr. Francis), he had taken every me-, 
thod to explain on a former occasion, and 
had pointed out to the House, in the clearest | 
possible way, how the money had been applied, 
and every circumstance connected with the 


hy that Hon. Gent. He said, he was aware 
that publishing the debates in Parliament, was 
contrary to the privileges of the House; how- 
ever, on that subject he should not dwell, but 
he could not bat make an observation c+ a 


and intended to have some weight with the 


cussions but he could assure the Honse and 
the Hon. Gent. that the Company's accounts 
would bear a minute investigation, and con- 
wince those Gentlemen who may feel inclined 
to examine them, of the justice and honour of 
the East India Company, and that the affairs 
of the Company were in a better state by a 
trillion or two than they had been. Mr. Met- 
calf then requested the Clerk to read the jour- 
nals of the House with respect to the sum of 
twelve millions alluded to by the Hon. Gent. 
[ weed the Clerk had read the record] he de- 

ared that there was a balance in favour of 

¢ Company of upwards of two. millions, 
otwithstanding they have had heavy difficul- 
s to Struggle with, and which must always 

end taem during a war. The Hon. Gent. 

<n Went over. several parts of the accounts 


ue had on a form : 
cr occasion entered at large | 
Vou. dil. ion entered ad 
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into, which, he said, must be clear to any 
Gent. who would take the trouble to give 
them a minute consideration. 


Lord CasTLEREAGH said the last Gent. 
had, in Hismind, given so clear a statement of 
the facts, that it was unnecessary for him to 


‘trespass on the attention of the House a mi- 
nute, but he thought it right to observe that 
‘the Company had a claim on the public. He 


said that the original capital was 6,700,000/. 
His Lordship then went over several parts of 
the accounts which he had before explained 
on the night he brought the subject before the 
House, and concluded by paying Mr. Metcalf 
a compliment on the accuracy of his states 
ment. 


Mr. W. Dunpas made a few general re 
marks on the Company’s accounts, and con- 
sidered them as very accurate. 


Mr. Jounstone said, that it was very clear 
from the accounts which had been laid before 
the House, that the Company’s affairs were in 
a worse state this year, than they had been 
found to be for several years back, by thirteen 
hundred thousand pounds, together with other 
deficiencies, which fully evinced, that they 
were not in that flourishing state which had 
been reported ; and on a minute investigation 
of the accounts, they would be found very 
defective. 


Mr. WALtaAct contended,. that the esti- 
mates ought to be depended vpon, inasmuch 
as they were always made with great care, and 
they had always been found to be as correct as 
the nature of the subject would admit. He 
then referred to a statement made by Mr. 
Dundas in his budget in 1796, and contended 
that he bad never stated, that the public were 
to enjoy their participation at all events, whe- 
ther the Company should be in a state of peace 
or war. 


Mr. Kinnatrp said, he was highly gratified 
with the statement given by a Noble Lord on 
a former night, respecting the situation of the 
East India Company; but there was one ques- 
tion which he wished to ask. It had been 
stated, that the war did not break out in India 
till 1798, therefore from the year 1793 to 1798, 
a period of five years, the Company enjoyed a 
state of peace. He wished to know whether, 
during that-period, any and what money had 
been paid 46 the commissioners for the gua- 
rantee fund, 


Lord CasTLERn2acu said, that if the Hon. 
Gent. had read the act of Parliament, he 
would have found that no money could be 
paid towards the guarantee fund,-until th 
East India Company’s debt was tedu~te te ; 
point required by laws Set 


*Gg 


- 





oat 


natin 


ae 
so 


St ere 
—— -— 4 


— 


js ro 


, pees ee na 
ORG OR ne ae 


“ PP EE meme OO eur 
. oo 


No tee het al 
A 


~. 


‘ oe _ 
aa aig Saag Se es com Som 
> ~~ ~ —_" ~ «@ 


ae 


ito 


- 


eS 
<) — ee as aile, 


é 
i} 
4 
ve 
tf 
ne 
19 
7a ‘ 
f 
4 
9 
' 
“J 
i 
is 


; 
ye] 
1 a 
ry 


5 ie 
pan 
ee 


Ss 
De eel 


Ete SS ie sal Rcd 


emis se 


1459} PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES-(Mixcu 2.) rata 


Mr. KinwArnp said, he was -perfectly-satis- 
fed with the explanation. 


The resolution was then agreed to. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tuesday, Ma c)22. (See Minut p. 508.) 


fMruitta OFFICERS’ BILL. ]—On the mo- 
tion of the Secretary at War, the House 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole 
House on the militia officers’ bill. He ob- 
served, that he had made a few alterations in 
the words of a clause or two, which were 
merely technical. 


Mr. BAsTARD said, notwithstanding much 
had been observed to the House with respect 
to the clause which gave the Lord Lieutenant 
the power to accept the services of non-quali- 
fied men, he could not but express his disap- 
probation of the clause, as it would prevent 
men of landed property from giving their ser- 
vices to the militia. He was sure if persons 
were indiscriminately suffered to enter in the 
militia, as the clause in question would allow, 
men of property would not enter. 


The Secrerary at War said, the pro- 
priety of the clause must be obvious to every 


offer themselves. 





first consequence, but they had not 
treated with kindness; and “there was a > 
when men of the first consequence felt an am. 
bition ‘to enter into the militia; but the treat. 
ment*they had experienced had chilled the 
desire of many gentlemen for the support of 
its dignity and consequence, and therefore 
there was no wonder that Government found 
a difficulty in filling the vacancies in the militia; 
as, during the last Parliament, a bill went 
through the House, that went at once to rob 
them of every dignity and comfort—and if that 
act was renewed, the House would again wit- 
ness the great support of the country lessened 
and degraded. But he hoped Parliament 
would be cautious how they treated this valu. 
able bulwark of the nation, on whom we 
should depend for the protection of those 
blessings we now enjoy.  Use,’’ said he, 
‘¢ your militia with kindness, and you will find 
they will stand before an enemy with zeal to 
defend the country.” 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQuER said, 
in answer to the observations of the Hon, 
Gent. who spoke last, that his Rt. Hon. 
Friend, who had brought in this bill, was a 
true friend to the militia system, but that the 
observations of the Hon. Gent. who had just 
spoken (Mr. Bastard) did not apply to the 
principle of the bill now under consideration, 


one, as the Lord Lieutenant must have the! though the Hon. Gent. undoubtedly meant 


power to fill up the vacancies with unqualified | 
persons, if men of landed property did not | 


that they should. He denied that the militia » 
were insulted by the acts of the last Parlia- 
ment, neither were they degraded; some ot 
the measures of Parliament were indeed such 


The Hon. Henry Lascevtes said, that as | as might have been wished to have oon = 
the clause now stood, the Lord Lieutenant | wise ; but the committee, as well as the Hon. 


had the power of choosing whom he pleased : , 


Gent. who spoke last, would have the good- 


he wished that men of landed property should } ness to remember, that the measures to “—~ 


have the preference. 


The Secretary at War said, he thought 
it proper to vest the exercise of that authority 
in the Lord Lieutenant, as a man might be a 
proper person for the militia in consequence of 
his property, but a very improper person from 
var:ous other circumstances. 


Colonel MrtForD contended for the im- 
portance of the militia; he observed he did 
not mean to say any thing unhandsome of 
those gentlemen in the regular Service, but he 
thought the militia ought to consist of men 
of landed property ; and as many gentlemen 
in the regular service “were often not very 
wealthy, the. two descriptions of characters 
ought not to associate with each other, in-the 
sense he meant it, as public men. 

‘Lord Fouxstons concurred with the ob- 
jections which had been made to the clause in 
questionn. 2... 7 


Mr. Basrarp said, there was.2 riod when 
the militia of this country was'a 


he referred were not measures of choice, but 
of secessity, and the Hon. Gent. as yor . 
others, acted under it from necessity ; and A¢ 
would be as ready as any one to obey _ 
cessity if it existed now; but would the * : 
Gent. state, that we were in the same situa 
as we were then? Certainly we were - 
That situation arose from a consciousness th : 
the other forces of his Majesty were €mP wd 
in every part of the world; and — sa 
get what was due to the militia for . yp fue 
vices, in consequence. of his sia er “' 
being so employed? What were : we The 
ments by which we supported our g°0ry ny the 
militia. How was Ireland defended © ed of 
militia. How were our victories rage 
the coast of Egypt? By the very ane he laws 
the last Hon. Gent. condemned; DY 

which were made in the last Parliam 
regulation of the militia, and by  f force— 
conduct of that constitutional becy bs but ia 
we could not have had those cea parli 
consequence of the measures, age had ab 
ment: with regard to the militia. eo 
ready said, however, that these nf necesit!” 
the last Parliament were the effect 
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God grant that the necessity of recurring to 
such measures might never be felt again! 
These observations he thought he was called 
upon to make, in consequence of what had 
just fallen from the Hon. Gent. or he should 
not have made them, for he had no intention, 
when he came to the House, of taking any 
share in the discussion of this bill. But now 
that he was up, he could not help making a 
few, and they should be a few, observations. 
It had been stated, that the clause now pro- 
posed was a direct infringement on the militia 
laws. That it was an invasion on the original 
system, or a novelty in it rather, he did not 
deny ; but he submitted, that it had been ren- 
dered unavoidable by the change which had 
taken place in the militja since the institution 
of that constitutional force, He knew that 
the militia was supported at its commencement 
with the ardour of the landed interest of this 
country. He knew also, and he had much 
pleasure in reflecting, that that ardopr con- 
tinued to a great extent; but it should not be 
forgotten there were other claims upon the 
patriotic exertions of gentlemen of the landed 
interest; that there were demands on their 
public spirit, and some novelties which ope- 
rated upon their patriotism, and called forth 
their efforts in support of their country. All 
these things considered, it would be obvious 
there was not now the same fac.lity as formerly 
in procuring officers for the militia. It was 
otherwise at the establishment. The difference 
of circumstances had introduced some novel; 
ties into the system. What was here proposed 
was not to outstep the ancient system, but to 
provide that the change of circumstances 
should not produce great inconveniences to 
that part of the service. The great object was, 
as the Hon. Gent. and many others had stated, 
to provide, as much as possible, the militia 
with officers from the great landed property 
and gentry of the kingdom; but if that could 
not be done, if they could not every where be 
found ready to take upon themselves that ser- 
vice, then that others, who, although not as well 
qualified in fortune, might be qualified in abi- 
lity, should take that service. This measure 
Was not intended to exclude the gentry from 
being officers of the militia; on the contrary, 
%t was much desired that they should come 
forward in that service, but to provide for the 
service in case of their absence; for if we 
could not have officers qualified in fortune, in 
the way which was most desirable, we must 
take care that the militia service should not’ be 
left without officers. It was upon that prin- 
ciple he approved of the clause now before 
the committee, and it was upon that principle 


his Rt. Hon, Friend proposed it. 


Lord ForxstTowe observed, though several 
on. Gent. had said on a former occasion, 
that the present period was not calculated to 
be too nice as to the qualification of persons to 
fill the vacancies alluded to, yet he thought 
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gentlemen of landed property would not asso- 
ciate with unqualified persons, notwithstand- 
ing the exigency of the mo vent, to complete 
the militia of the country; he therefore ‘could 
not, with any satisfaction to himsell, agree to 
the clause. 


Colonel MitrForp also repeated h‘s former 
observations on the clause. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHrQuer said 
a few words in answer to the last Hon. Gent. 


Several other Members expressed various 
vpinions on the clause in debate, which was at 
length carried, leaving out the words which 
were imperative on the Lord Lieutenant to fill 
up the vacancies in the manner prescribed. 


SSS Se 


HOUSE QF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, March 23. (See Minutes, p. 509-) 


(Roman catnotics. |--The MAsTer of the 
ROLLs said, the object of the motion of which 
he had given notice, and which he now rose to 
make, was merely to remedy an inconveni nce 
which resulted to the Roman Catholics fom 
the provisions of two acts of Parliament. The 
inconvenience was simply this: that the Ro- 
man Catholics were obliged to take two sepa- 
rate oaths, whereas one would be completely 
sufficient, There had been, during his Mu- 
jesty’s reign, two acts of Parliament passed in 
favour of the Roman Catholics. The first 
was the 18th of the King, brought in by Sir 
George Saville; the other, the 31st of the 
King, brought in by the present Chancellor of 
Ireland. ‘The object of the former was to 
relieve the Roman Catholics from the penalties 
and incapacities imposed by the 11th and rath 
of William III. The secgnd bill was to re- 
move the penalties, &c. imposed since the 
itth and 1s2th of William I{I. Neither of 
those acts entirely repealed the Jaws to which 
they referred—they were entirely conditional 
in theiroperation; they extended only to such 
Roman Catholics as gave assurance of their 
fidelity, and disclaimed such principles as were 
inconsistent with the safety of the state. An 
oath, containing such disclaimer, was intros 
duced into gach of the acts. If the oath in 
the second act had been precisely the same as 
that contgined jn the former one, the inconve, 
niences which he now proposed to remedy 
woujd never have arisen; for, by taking the 
second oath, the person would have complied 
with the provisions of both the statutes; but 
when the second act was brought in, it was 
thought necessary to make some alterations in 
the wording of the oath, in form, but not in 
substance. The fact, however, was, that a 
Roman Catholic, to entitle himself to the be- 
nefit of both the statures, was under the neces- 
sity of taking both the oaths, For, if he only 
took the ogth prescribed in the second stature 
(which was more a, than the one contain. 
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ed in the first statute), he still remained liable 
to all the penalties, &c. imposed by the sith 
and sath of William II]. Now it happened, 
that a great number of Catholics had only 
taken the last oath, thinking that there was 
but one Catholic test, and that that was the 
One imposed by the last statute. They sup- 
posed that they were not under the necessity 
of taking the first oath, which in substance is 
included in the second one. Instances had 
occurred, where, when their titles to estates 
came to be examined, they had been found 
defective merely from the inadvertency of not 
takin» the first oath. There appeared to him 
to be noconceivable reason why both the oaths 
Should be retained, because the state derived 
no additional security from retaining the first 
oath, The second oath differed from the first, 
in an omission, the nature of which he should 
state. The first containe} a renunciation of 
allegiance to the person assuming the title of 
Charles If. “he being alive when that act 
passed 5 but it was omitted in the second act, 
ecause he wasthen dead. This was the only 
Om 'ssion in the second vath, which, with that 
exception and some small additions, was the 
same as the former one. Now, it was rather 
singular, after a man had taken the more per- 
fecr oath, to call upon him to take one that was 
less perfect. A Catholic who had taken. the 
Jast oath, could have no objection to take the 
former one, and therefore, if he did not take 
it, it could only arise from ignorance or inad- 
vertence. It was therefore perfectly useless 
and inconvenient to retain it; besides, it led to 
a degree of incongruity in the law, which ought 
not toexist. Upon these grounds he should 
move for leave to bring in a bill to extend to 
Roman Catholics the benefit of boih statutes, 


upon their taking the oath contained in the 
first. 


This being a motion respecting religion, it 
was relerped to. a committee of the whole House. 





(Micitia OFFICERS’ BILL.}—Mr. Winp- 
HAM said, he had taken a very comprehensive 
view of the measure now about to be adopted 
by the bill before the House ; upon the whole 
he did not mean to object toit, yet he thought 
it necessary to state how far he approved of 
the bill, and the clause relative to the admis- 
sion of half-pay officers into the militia. It 
was nothing but the exigence of the moment 
warranted the present measure: he there- 
fore should make a few remarks on the militia, 
aS to its first Constitution and present establish- 
ment, As the militia was first constitpted, it 
was the armed force of the country, and con- 
tained those regulations which must be ap- 
proved of by every man who took the trouble 
to compare it with the established militia of 
the present day. Within these few years it 
had been torn to pieces by many.new Jaws, and 
its members embodied into the regular service. 
‘Such measures had Cone much to destroy the 
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importance of this constitutional] body. The 
militia, for these few years past, had been 
carried to a great and improper extent, and 
nothing but the exigence of the moment could 
justify the alteration which had taken place in 
the militia of the country, and which, in his 
mind, had reduced its importance. He thought 
it would be of advantage to the country if the 
regular army assimilated with the militia, and 
that those who came into the service, should 
enlist for the term of six years. The Hon. 
Gent. then repeated many of the observations 
on the army, he had made on a former occa- 
sion. It was a doctrine laid down the other 
day, that no opposition should be given to 
this bill, unless Gent. who opposed it, should 
suggest some plan that would answer the pur. 
pose of the country better than what the pre. 
sent bill had offered; but he did not think this 
doctrine good, as a man may be able to disco. 
ver defects in a picture without being an artist, 
or be able to judge of a poem, without being a 
poet; and therefore he thought the opposition 
any Gent. might be inclined to give to the bill, 
was not improper. The militia, as it was now 
constituted, went a great way to destroy the 
regular army, for it was a known fact, that the 
militia officers were now giving nine guineas 
per man, consequently they could not suppose 
that men would enter into the regular service. 
He said, he would acknowledge with candour, 
that he had conversed with many military men, 
some of whom were advocates for the augment- 
ation of the militia; others, indeed, did not sip 
port the principle.—He could not but again 0: 
ject to the militia as it was now established; lor 
every Gent. in the House must own, it was ne! 
like the militia that was originally constitutce, 
It has long appeared like the regular — 
without its perfections. The Hon, Gent, ther 
said, there ought to be no distinction — 
the gentlemen qualified for the militia,and tot 
unqualified officers whose character and a 
should be approved of by the Lord ey . 
The army abounds with gentlemen 0 ~ 
highest honour and talents, and therefore |” 
> Tr their sitll 

want of property should not rencer © ee 
ation and duty urpleasant to them; eee 
the same time, every care ought to be amitted 
prevent improper persons from being 2e™ 

to join the militia. 


. ia not 
The Secrerary at War said, he err 
think it necessary to follow the ee The 
through all his remarks, but he must Ap a 
observation he had before made on ‘his mie 
alluded to by the Hon. Gent. If t Pont 
moment of exigency, a strong and e 1, Get 
tuted militia was necessary, 45 the * ques 
had allowed. He was sure the clause per: 38 
tion would not be considered as er ol alitied 
the vacancies might not be filled with d'™ 
men in time, therefore it was — which 
Lord Lieutenant should have a powe plete the 
this clause grants to him, to r teration 
numbfrs as carly as possible. *A¢* 
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which the Hon. Gent. wished in the militia! fore the House. He then read it, but it was 


Jaw, so as to enable the militia to enlist men 


considered as not sufficiently close to govern 


for the term of six years, could not be carried | the question. 


into execution on account of colonial service. 
There was a material difference between the 


arrangements of our military force, and that | he thought it would be better to postpone any’ 
| further steps, till the House was better pre- 
Hon. Gent. had suggested could not be car- | 


on the continent; therefore the principle the 


ried into effect. He said it was his intention 
to move a proviso to the clause, that if the 
Lord Lieutenant could not fill the vacancies 
with qualified men within two months, half- 
pay officers should not be advanced to a 
higher rank in the militia than a captain; this, 
he said, would satisfy the Gentlemen who had 
opposed the clause in question, 


a eee 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, Mar. 25.—( See Minutes, p. 509-) 


[James TROTTER. ]—Lord Euston pre- 
sented a petition from James ‘Trotter, who had 
surrendered himself a few days ago, on a 
charge of not having attended as a witness on 
the Dunfermline committee, he having been 
summoned for that purpose. The petition 
expressed his contrition for the offence he had 
committed, and prayed the indulgence of the 
House.—Lord Euston then moved, “ That he 
“ be brought to the bar of the House on Mon- 
“day, and discharged.”’—On the question be- 
ing put, 

Mr, TrerNEy rose, and said it was the duty 
of the House to punish the offence this man 
stood charged with: it had been stated that 
this person had wilfully secreted himself, in 


| order.to perplex the business of the commit- 


tee, and injure the Member, for whom his evi- 
dence would have been of considerable ser- 


vices He could not help expressing his ut- 


most detestation of this oftence, which he 
considered of the very worst kind, and, if 
possible, execeded ip wickedness the crime of 
perjury, as his evidence might be very ma- 


| terial to. the support of the case; therefore 
} there was no calculating how far a Member 


might be injured by this yile offence. On 
these grounds, he should move that James 


Trotter be committed to Newgate for six 
months, 


The Speaxer said, it was necessary that 
the Hon. Gent. should only negative that part 
of the motion which expresses the discharge 
of James Trotter, and that when he was 
brought up ou Monday, the Hon, Gent, might 
then make his motion. ; 


Mr. StRanGe said, he thought that a severe 
Punishment should not be inflicted on any per- 


60n from th 
Member... .. bare repost of an unsuccessful 


The Speaker mentioned a case, which he 
thought had a near application to the one be- 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHFQUER said, 


pared to discuss the merits of the question. 


Lord Hawkessury said, he thought some 
reason ought to be stated before the Hon. 
Gent. (Mr. Tierney) could bring forward this 
motion, 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL said, it was his 
wish that the House would agree to postpone 
the discussion of this question to a future pe- 
riod, in order to guard against inroads on the 
privileges of the House. 


Mr. BrRacce thought it would be better to 
withdraw the motion; then time would be 
given to consider the case. 


Mr. Tierney read a case, which, he said, 
he thought went to support his motion. 


Mr. SHERIDAN said, he could not but ex- 
press his surprise that the Hon. Gent. (Mr. 
Tierney) should have said that Trotter, the 
prisoner, had been convicted of his offence. 
This, he observed, could not be the case; 
the man had not been heard in his defence, 
and therefore could not be convicted. And 
now he must be permitted to say, the prisoner 
could only be heard in palliation of his offeace, 
and not in justification, as he had acknowledged 
his crime. 


The question was then put, that James 
Trotter should be brought to the bar on Mon- 
day next. (The words, “ and discharged,” 
were left out.}—Ordered. 


ts eee 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, Mar. 28.—( See Minutes, p. 510.) 


[Ik1sH CHALKING BILL. |—Lord Evien- 
BOROUGH Called to the recollection of the 
House generally, what had transpired relative 
to the Irish chalkigg bill, the further consi- 
deration of which was, by their Lordships’ 
order, deferred till after the ensuing recess. 
He then held a bill in his hand, which he was 
about to submit to the consideration of the 
House: this (so we unde:stood his Lordship) 
would tend, in a great degree, to render the 
measure he alluded to unnecessary. It would 
go, to a certain extent, to assimilate and ren- 
der uniform some very important parts of the 
criminal code of the United Kingdom; and 
also to introduce some amendments to certaia 
parts of the existing criminal laws, which 
were universally allowed. to be greatly want. 
ing. The Nobie and Learned Lord took up 
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that part of his subject first which was more 
particularly connected with the, measure, the 
discussions on which seemed to give rise to 
the present bill, namely, the Irish chalking 
act. The apparent inaccuracies in that bill 


were done away in the relevant parts of the | 


bill he*was about to propose; the spirit of its 
provisions was consolidated, and given in a 
more correct and technical form. He then 
adverted to the provisions of the Coventry 
act, to render which effectual, it was ne- 
cessary that a “ lying in wait’” should be 
proved ; and he also noticed the existing legal 
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distinctions in this country between assaults’ 
with intent to rob, and those made with in-. 


tent to murder, the latter of which, it ap- 
peared at present, amounted only to a misde- 
meanour : there were provisions in the bill to 
amend those parts of the existing law, and to 
render both offences a felony. With a re- 
ference to the provisions of the Coventry act, 
&c. the bill went generally to enact maiming, 
wounding, disfiguring, &c. any of his Ma- 
. jesty’s subjects in any part of the body, a 
capital felony. The bill which he now pro- 
posed took into its purview other parts of the 
criminal code, where amendment was held to 
be highly necessary. His Lordship proceeded 
to state the leading provisions; particularly 
that which renders the administering any me- 
dicine, drug, &c. to procure the abortion of 
a child,. a capital offence. The bill went also 
to provide some amendments in the existing 
Jaws, as relative to child-murder. In effect- 
ing these, it was necessary, in some degree, 
to repeal the statute of James I. a satisfactory 
application of which had in many instances 
been found difficult by the Judges. In this 
_wview of the act referred to, his Lordship 
seemed particularly to allude to that part of 
the statute, which makes the fact of hiding 
.the body evidence against the mother; but 
this act, in the proposed bill, was afterwards 
in spirit re-enacted, but with the qualifying 
provision, that there should be probable evi- 
dence of the child’s being born alive. The 
bill contained provisions for amending, to a 
certain extent, the laws relative to the heinous 
offence of arson, which his Lordship generally 
Jaid down; and, on this part of his subject, 
finally observed, that, as the law stood, to 
burn one’s house with intent to defraud the 
“underwriters, was only a misdemeanour, but 
which, we understood the Learned Lord, was, 
by“ the: present bill, proposed to be madea 
capital‘offence. There were other legislative 
“provisions enacted in the bill, under the gene- 
‘yal principle he had stated in the autset of his 
“address, tending to render certain parts of the 
‘criminal code of both s of the United 
Kingdom regular and uniform, and amending 
particular parts of the existing criminal law; 
‘such as extending the operations of the black 
‘act toTreland, &c. His Lordship concluded by 
‘abserving, that the bill he now submitted 
would, in a great degree, supersede the ne- 
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cessity of that which he had occasion 

to allude to. He would propose, in the S 
instance, that the bill should be now read q 
first time ; after which it would lie over for 
further consideration. Having moved ac. 
cordingly, 


Lord AuCKLAND observed, that the House 
and the country were undoubtedly under an 
high obligation to the Noble and Learned Lord, 
for coming forward so landably as he had 
done.’ There was no person in the kingdom 
fitter, perhaps not one so fit, for the task he 
had undertaken; and he doubted not but the 
bill would prove a considerable emendation of 
the criminal law of the United Kingdom. 
Whilst he was on his legs, he wished to make 
one further observation: with respect to what 
he had said when a part of the present subject 
was under discussion, he was misunderstood, 
when he was conceived to say, that the cri- 
minal laws of Great Britain and Ireland, ge- 
nerally speaking, should be assimilated. He 
certainly could mean no such thing ; as it was 
well known, not only to himself, but to se- 
veral Peers present, that there existed such a 
difference between the habits, manners, &c. 
of certain classes of the inhabitants of both 
countries, as to render different legislative re- 
gulations indispensably necessary. He ap- 
proved of the course suggested to be taken by 
the Noble and Learned Lord respecting the 
bill he had brought in, and also with regard 
to its effects with respect to the other bill al. 
luded to. 


The bill was then read a first time, and, % 
we could collect, ordered to be printed. 


a 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
: . \ 
Monday, Mar. 28.—(See Minutes, p+ 53%) 


[JAMES TROTTER. ]—On the motion : 
Lord Euston, the order of the day was - 
for bringing James ‘Trotter to the bar of t : 
House, who had wilfully absented himset 
from the committee appointed to try the mc 
rits of the Dunfermline election. 


The SPEAKER said, before he put the 4 
tion, he thought it his duty to inform ¢! 


to be brought ' 
at Arms, 
and that 


House, that the prisoner was to 
the bar of the House by the Serjeant 
who is to stand there with the mace; 
no. Gent, could put any question ¥ “i 
prisoner, but through the sadinm on 
Chair. It was therefore necessary paler 
Gent. who had any intention os oe 
the prisoner, to furnish him with m hed 
tions they wished to be put to “ raw 
not mean to put any question to hl dp 
own account, having no autherity t 


eR saids 
The CHanceLcor of the ExcHeqo’ yor 
that the Hon. Gent. (Mr. Tierney) should 
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the points on which he meant to rest his mo. 
tion; at present ‘there was not sufficient be- 
fore the House to warrant a punishment equal 
to that whiclt was moved for on a former 
evening. 





















Mr. Trerney said, he had no intention to 
put any question to the — through the 
meditm.of the Chair; all he meant to propose 
was, that James Trotter may be heard in his 
detence. 





The Speaker then addressed the prisoner : 
“ James Trotter, a select commitiee of this 
House,. appointed to try the merits of the 
Duntermiine election, have reported that you 
were summoned by the Speaker’s warrant to 
attend the said committee,.and afterwards by 
an order from the committee, both whichvyou 
have wilfully neglected to obey. What have 
you got to Say in your defence ??’ 


His defence was ordered to be taken down 
| in writing; it was accordingly done, and read 
|. by the clerk, which is as follows: ** That he 
_ was not at home for ten days previous to the 
| time the first summons was left with his fa- 
' mily, and when a-second notice was left at his 
house, his.wife did not inform him of its he 
© therefore left his dwelling, ignorant of his hav- 
| ing been served with a.second summons; and 
he added, that he was extremely sorry for the 
offence he had committed, and would have 
come up to London at his own expense, if he 
| had known the dangerous consequences in net 
attending to the summons.” 


The prisoner was then taken from the bar 
by order of the Speaker. 





Lord Euston said, he understood it was 














a4 Severe reprimand for his offence, and then 
discharged on paying his fees. 


EYE NRA 


be discharged on paying his fees. 


Mr. Trexney said, he could not help ob. 
serving, that the punishment Trotter had al- 


ready received was by no means adequate to 
the offence. 






















ander Morris, in the year 1796, had wilfully 
nevlecred to-attend a committee agreeably to 

summons he received for that purpose; in 
onsequience of which he was taken into cus- 
ody and brought to the bar, and the House 
mmitted him to Newgate for the offence. 
¢ could ‘pot but think this-a case in point. 
ames Trotter had evidenrly concealed him- 

from the committee; for if Gent. would’ 
over the Speaker’s warrant was’ dated 
8 the 2d\ of Rebruary, the Chairman of. the 
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committee’s warrant on the roth of fhe same 
‘honth, and the prisoner never made his ap 
pearance till the 21st of March, tt was his 
wish that the minutes should be laid before the 
House, and then Gent. would better judge 
of the conduct of the prisoner. 


* Mr. W. Dunpas said, he cou!d not agree 
with the desire of the Hon. Gent. in having 
the minutes of the committee laid before the 
House, as it wascontrary to custom, and would 
operate as a bad precedent. 


The Speaker said there was nething iim. 
proper in reading the minutes mentioned by 
the Hon. Member. 





Mr. BraGce observed, that the introduc- 
| tion of the minutes would be highly imp: oper, 
; and that extracts from the evidence given be- 
| fore the committee had nothing to do with the 

present question. The prisoner was placed 
| before the House as a person guilty of an of- 

fence, and therefore there was not any reason 
again to prove his guilt; that had already been 
done, 

Mr. Trerney said, he surely ought to be 
allowed to read the minutes as a part of his 
speech. It was his wish that the minutes should 
be read, in order to form a proper judgment 
_of the case now before the House, He found 
great difficulty in his present situation to please 
several Hon. Gent. as to his manner of ad. 
| dressing the House on this question. He again 
reverted to the case of Alexander Morris, 
| which he considered a case in pont and the 
punishment the House had inflicted on him, 
/as an-example to others, evinced much wis- 
{dom. ‘That this man now before the House 
had wilfully neglected to attend the commit- 


the custom of the House, for any person placed | tee, was beyond all doubt: he heard what he 
Fin the situation of the prisoner, to be called to | was about to say from good authority, that a 
the bar on the motion of a Member, to receive | witness for Sir John Henderson was ready to 


| 


| prove, that the prisoner was offered sool. to 
| keep out of the way. This offence was too 


| gross to pass unpunished ; he therefore should 


j 
| 


| 


} 


| 


The SPEAKER said, the question now before | move, * That James Trotter be sent to Newgate 
the House was, whether James Trotter should | ** for six months.” 


Mr. SHERIDAN said, it did not appear to 
him necessary to offer any additional proofs 
of the prisoner’s yuilt: he had acknowledged 
his fault, and very candidly told the House, 


There was a similar case on the | that he should have obeyed the summons had 
records of the House, which stated that Alex- | he known the bad consequences which would 


attend his improper conduct; this, he said, 
was the common language of persons who have 


been made sensible of the offence they have 


committed. It was now necessary to inflict 
some punishment on the prisoner as. an example 
to others. 


The Lorp ApvocatTt of ScoTtann said, 
it was his wish that the House should act with 
moderation; and, on a cool consideration of 





the case, he had. no deubt but the House 
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would treat the prisoner with lenity, notwith- 
standing the Hon. Gent. opposite to him had 
painted the prisone:’s conduct in the blackest 
colours. He was ready to acknowledge that 
the prisoner had done wrong, and he was glad 
to see that the House was determined to punish 
persons guilty of any offence that went to in- 
jure any of its Members. But before punish. 
ment was inflicted, it was proper to be master 
of the case: he said, the Speaker's warrant 
was dated on the 2d of February, and the pri- 
soner received it on the 7th of the same 
month; and, by the purport of the warrant, 
he was ordered to make his appearance on the 
following day, the 8th, at the House of Com- 
Inons, a distance of 400 miles. It was unne- 
cessary to make an excuse for his not being in 
London at the time mentioned in the warrant, 
as the distance was beyond human power to 
accomplish. The poor man, who knew no- 
thing of the nature of a Speakei’s warrant, 
thought, as he could be in fondo in a short 
time, it was of no consequence, consequently 
left his house on business, which has occasion- 
ed him to incur the displeasure of the House. 
‘The case which had been mentioned by the 
Hon, Gent. was a very different one: Alex- 
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guilt, was to be sent to prison, while 2 conf. 
dant, a false witness, who had insulted the 
committee by his gross Previrications, had 
only received a reprimand from the House, 
This did not accord with his sentiments, and 
he hoped the House would shew every indule 
gence in their power to the prisoner, 


Lord Dun tow said, the question before 
the House is, what punishment ought to be 
inflicted on a man who had committed such 
an offence. It was certainly an important 
question, and deserved much consideration: 
but under all the circumstances of the pre- 
sent case, he thought a sufficient punish. 
ment had been inflicted to prevent a repe- 
tition of the offence. The case, he said, was 
very different with respect to Morris: it was 
clearly proved that he knew the nature of his 
offence, and therefore he added insult to the 
dignity of the House, by setting its order and 
laws at defiance. But he thought the case of 
a Mr. Sirick applied more than the one men- 
tioned by Mr. Ticrney, where a contested 
election had been determined by a committee, 
without the evidence of Sirick, who had kept 
out of the way, consequently one of the peti- 





ander Morris was acquainted with the nature 
of the offence, and it was clearly proved that 
he wilfully neglected to attend the committee, 
for which offence he was very properly sent to 
Newgate. But this poor man resides in a part 
of the country where he had no opportunity 
of learning the nature of the warrant, as be- 
ing of retired habits, he did not suppose it of 
any consequence, particularly when he found 
it impossible to comply with the meaning of 
its letter in so short a time. He hoped the 
House would take into consideration the sim- 
plicity of the man, his family, and situation | 
in life, as every day’s confinement in London | 
would injure him much, as this was a time of 
year his services were required on his farm. 
He thought this was a case where indulgence 
might be granted, as the object before them 
Was a poor, ignorant man, who did not know 
the meaning of the warrant. 


Mr. W, DunDAs recommended tv the House 


|jury was not worse th 


tioners was precluded from having the benefit 
of his evidence: this case he thought similar 
to the one before the House, and the records 





| would shew that Sirick was not sent to New- 


gate for the offence, but kept in custody a 
short time, then censured, and discharged. 


Mr. Fox said, he was astonished that ary 
Member in that House would sanction th 
motion made by the Noble Lord, as It was 
necessary to punish offenders of this deserip- 
tion, for the support of gs biph; 

igni ’ the se. The crime of pe 
the dignity of the Hou sn the, offence Bo¥ 
the subject of debate, and Gent. mah 
the indulgence of the House to be nei he 
offenders, and say that there is no prectt’” 
for the motion: he would ask if the House . 
Commons could not punish the offence a 
complained of? The prisoner had seed i 
knew no dangerous consequences that 





to be merciful rather than severe with the pri- 
soner, who had said in his defence, that he 


follow his conduct, but he ought to know, 


agg it 18 St 
> €X2 - of others; and unless vee 
for the example ‘ eae 


. ” ~ . ” J In 
did not know the consequences of not attend- | verely punished, a party pipe way, till the 
i » 


ing to the order of the House: this arose 
from his ignorance in not being acquainted 
with the nature of the warrant, and for this 
offence the Hon. Gent. opposite to him would 
wish to send the prisoner to Newgate for six 
months. He could not but think the Hon. 
Gent. wished to push his principles of justice 
too far. The poor man had been brought up | 
from his farm, and locked up at the top of: 
this House; yet Shuttleworth, who had been | 
guilty of gross prevarication, was discharged. 
He thought his offence deserved the most se- 
vere castigation; but he found Gent. had 
now shewn a difference of opinion, and the 
prisoner, whose ignorance had occasioned hig 


ritnesses at any time out of the Way, 0" 
euinies of a Ldiadled election 1s spr) a 
be able to calculate the exact a ad 
ing the witness in confinement; a” ee ~ 
careless as to the light Punisher ov 
accompany his ctime, 1D the Course endl 
week or two be able to return “ a oko 
with an ample compensation for ~ 6 ar 
up in the House of Commons. PP fy 
upon. the face of the repo 
mous, conduct of the prisoner a 
doubt, whether the minutes are **" 
and-he believed that the su 
House were similar to the s 
courts of law, and. therefore ¢ 
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nalty ought to attend those persons who neg- 
lect to obey them. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQueR said, 
he confessed that he felt considerable anxiety 
upon this subject. He certainly was not dis- 
posed to proceed with any. degree of severity 
or rigour beyond what the. occasion called 
for; but he also felt the necessity of preserv- 
ing the authority of the House; and he also 
felt what was due to a committee such as the 
present; and when the chairman of the com- 
mittee recommended a proceeding, it certainly 
came with great weight. If any doubt was 
entertained with regard to the punishment to 
be inflicted upon this man, the leaning of his 
mind would be to adopt the opinion of those 


» who had ample means of judging upon the 
F subject. But as the House might have the 
» same means of judging, all he asked was, 


that Gent. would suspend their opinion till 


'they were in possession of all the materials 
» upon which they might form their judgment. 


He confessed, that when this subject was first 
brought forward, he was astonished that a 


' proposition of this kind had not been made. 
If he could not have access to such materials, 
he should certainly accede to the proposition 
-made by the chairman of the committee; but 


he could not shut his eyes to the proceedings 


sof that House in cases which appeared to him 
to be similar to the present. In the case of 


Alex. Morris he was committed to Newgate, 


‘but there was certainly some degree of dif- 


ference between that case and the present; he 
had not acknowledged his offence, besides, he 
Was residing in this town, and had not under- 
gone the degree of punishment which has 
been already inflicted upon the prisoner in the 
present instance. But though these considera- 
tions might operate upon the compassion of 
he House, it should be recollected that they 
vould not appear upon the Journals of the 
fouse, and therefore could not operate in 
Point of example in future times. With re- 
gard to the case of Sirick, it undoubtedly 
‘as notin point; he pleaded ignorance of the 
rime, the present prisoner pleaded ignorance 
bf the consequences. He at present only 
‘ished to ask the House to pause before they 
nflicted their judgment. He should therefore 
Propose to get rid of the present motion, 
ither by proceeding to the orders of the day, 
bY Negativing it, or, what would be much 
more agreeable to him, by the Noble Lord’s 
onsenting to withdraw it. If the Noble 
ord should consent to withdraw it, he would 
xe aware that he would be at liberty to bring 
forward, if he thought proper, on another 
casion, 


Mr. Rose said, he was of opinion that this 
westion could be as well decided by the 
House as by the committee. He wished to ob- 

rve, that he knew nothing of this case but 


hat he had heard in that House. He had 
Vou. JU, 


always understood it to be a fundamental rule 
of justice, that a person should not benefit by 
keeping witnesses out of the way. It had 
been stated, that perjury was a greater crime 
than the one for which this man was now to 
be punished; undoubtedly, morally speaking, 
it was a more enormous offence than that of 
a witness wilfully absenting himself. But he 
believed that it very seldom happened that a 
man either served himself or his party by per- 
jury, because, when he came into court, it 
was almost always possible either to extract 
the truth, or else to detect him in his false- 
hood; but it was impossible to foresee or to 
guard against the consequences of a witness 
being kept out of the way. It had been stated 
by a Noble Lord (Dunlow), that there was a 
case in point in which the person had been 
dismissed with a reprimand; but if this man 
was dismissed with such a punishment, and 
with an expense, perhaps, of s50/. it would 
really-be an encouragement to others to com- 
mit the same offence. He was therefore of 
opinion, that calling this man to the bar, and 
reprimanding him, would by no ‘means be a 
sufficient punishment. It had been urged in 
the course of the debate, that the courts of 
law were armed with powers to punish wit- 
nesses who did not attend; but he had long 
thought it a great defect in our laws, that the 
courts of law had not powers sufficient for 
that purpose. He had had opportunitics, as 
a grand juryman, cf secing, that if a witness, 
whose name was on the back of the bill, did 
not attend, the only punishment was, that he 
forfcited his recognizance ; therefore, if a per- 
son was rash enough to keep a witness out of 
the way, the ends of justice might be de- 
feated. This was not an opinion now taken 
up for the first time; he did not wish to pu- 
nish this man more than was necessary to de- 
ter others from committing similar offences, 
but he really thought.a reprimand at the bar 
would not be sufficient. 

Mr. Geo. VANSITTART Said, the recom- 
mendation of the committee was. resolved 
upon, before this man had been heard in his 
defence ; but that defence was so inconsistent 
and evasive, that there would be an end of 
the authority of that House if he did not un- 
dergo a further punishment. 


Lord Euston said, he had not stated that 


| he made the motion at the desire of the com- 


mittee; he distinctly stated that he had com- 
municated with several Members of Parlia- 
ment upon the subject. 


Mr. T. Grenvitve said, he hoped the No- 
ble Lord would not press the motion, but 
that he would adopt the advice given by the 
Rt. Hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and thereby relieve the House from the diffi- 
culty in which it was now placed. He was 





firmly convinced, that if the present motion 
- 
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was adopted, all hope of purity of electian 
would be at an end. But that was not all; 
he was afraid of putting this motion upon the 
Journals, because then it would appear to 
posterity, that in a most serious case, like the 
present, the first question which the House 
considered, was merely whether the offender 


should be reprimanded, and then it would be | 


urged as a precedent in all cases of a similar 
nature. The case had been so fully discussed, 
that he would not occupy the time of the 
House by making any further observations 
upon it. If any Gent. felt any doubt 
upon the subject, and requited any further 
information, there could be no objection to 
the minutes of the committee being laid be- 
fore the House. 


Lord Euston said, as the House seemed 
to be of opinion that his motion ought to be 
withdrawn, he had no objection to withdraw it. 


When the Srpeaker put the question for 
withdrawing the motion, several Members ob- 
jected to it, and the discussion therefore pro- 
ceeded. 


The CuAncector of the EXCHEQUER Said, 
that the Noble Lord had relieved his mind 
from one great difficulty, by stating that he 
was not instructed by the committee to make 
the motion which he had made to the House. 


The motion was then put and negatived 
without a division. 


The CHANCELLor of the ExcHEQUER then 
moved, that so much of the minutes of the 
said committee as related to the summoning of 
james Trotter to appear as a witness, be laid 
before that House. 


Mr. Tierney said, he did not think that 
motion went far enough; he thought if they 
were to call for the minutes of the evidence, 
they ought to have all the evidence that re- 
lated to the prisoner, in order to know whe- 
ther he was or was not an important witness ; 
because if they merely wanted to know that 
he had been summoned and did not attend, 
the House was already in possession of that 
fact by the report of the committee. 


The Hon. R. Dunpas said, that if the Hon. 
Gent.’s proposition was acceded to, he thought 
the whole of the evidence ought to be laid be- 
fore the House, so that they might judge as 
well upon the evidence which was given on 
the one side as the other. 


Mr. Tierney, én explanation, said, that 
nothing could be further from his intention 
than to call for the whole evidence that was 
given before the committee, or to go at all 
into the merits of the decision of the com- 


mittee, which he wag convinced was perfectly | 
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80 much of the 
conduct of Mr, 


proper; he only wished for 
evidence as related to the 
Trotter. 


The CHANCELLOR of the Excurquer said, 
that if the proposition of the Hon. Gent.who 
spoke last but one was agreed to, it would 
tend to destroy all the advantages that resulted 
from the Grenville act, and would lead the 
House to try over again the whole of tie case 
which had been decided by the committee, 
He was disposed to accede to the proposition 
made by the Hon. Gent. (Mr. Tierney), ex. 
cluding, however, all idea of going any fur. 
ther, or of referring to any thing but that which 
immediately concerned the prisoner: with this 
exception, he had no objection to the produc- 
tion of the further info: mation which the Hoo, 
Gent. required. 


Mr. Tierney then proposed to amend the 
motion. of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, by 
calling for such parts of the minutes of the 
evidence of the said committee, as related to 
the said James Trotter. 


The motion being put on the amendment, 


The Lord ADvocATE of SCOTLAND rost 
to oppose the motion: he contended, that the 
House could not have punished this person 0 
the manner now proposed, unless he had ad- 
mitted the fact at the bar of that House. The 
question was not now, whether this ma 
should be punished for disobeying the order 
of that House; but the object of the prescit 
proceeding would be to punish him for anc 
fence with which he was not charged by the 
committee. It had been said that this mn 
had offered a bribe ; but was that a crime 
which he was accused? And it would be = 
trary to every principle of justice to ee 
the examination of a crime with whic 3 
man had never been accused, and agains 
which he had never been heard in his aguas 
If the committee had entertained a 
cions of the kind that had now been oie 
out, they would have asked Icave . het 
their proceedings till the man could * 
found and examined. Suppose if shou tat 
stated in the minutes of the re lge 1 
this man did offer a bribe, would of d a 
mitted to enter into his defence L Ane ioe 
tainly would be unjust to punish a shat 
hearing what he had to say 17 als ala t0 
On the other hand, it would be its oe 
enter into an examination of the w! his i 
and to examine witnesses to em he Was 
nocence; upon the whole, there we 
of opinion that the proceeding 0° - 
ceuld not be listened to for a mome 


' . idedly 
Lord GLENBERVIE Said, he te yes 
ef opinion, that before the Hou s. ‘ 
to pass any sentence upon the pr f the 
ought to be in possession not only 0 
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fact 
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TS of his contempt of the order of the House, 
' but they ought also to know the degree of 
: guilt that was imputable to him. In calling 
’ for this further information, there was cer- 
' tainly no kind of imputation upon the com- 
mittee, because, in apportioning the degree 
of punishment, it would be necessary to as- 
‘certain the different shades and degrees of 
guilt. This was analogous to the proceedings 
in courts of law in cases of misdemeanour ; 
| after a person was convicted, the judge, when 
) the prisoner was brought up for judgment, 
Bread over the whole of the evidence of the 
p case, in order that the court might know whe- 
ther there was any circumstance of extenua- 
» tion or of aggravation. He admitted, that it 
-would be proper to have the minutes of the 
‘committee laid before the House; and if there 
/were on the face of these minutes any thing 
which gave a colouring to the conduct of this 
'man, he could not, as a Member of the 
House, refuse his assent to it. As to the pro- 
F pricty of not bearing this matter in aggrava- 
| tion, he saw no objection to it, for the whole 
of it was matter of aggravation. Would it 
/not be aggravation, if it should appear that 
this man was agent to any of the parties, or 
connected with any of the parties ? Most un- 
doubtedly it would be matter of aggravation, 
and such as the House ought to consider. All 
that the House knew at present was, that he 
;was here in the custody of the officer of the 
House, and that his name was James Trotter; 
that he had been served with the warrant of 
the Speaker of that House, and that he had 
‘disobeyed the injunctions of that warrant ; 
that a committee of the House had re- 
ported him to have been wilfully absent, and 
that he confessed his guilt: that was all the 
House knew of him, and therefore further 
information was necessary, in order to the 
proper understanding of the case; and if that 
information led to the aggravation of the case, 
that was not matter to prevent the House 
from considering it. But although this course 
appeared to be just, yet he must further ob- 
éerve, that this was not all which justice re- 
quired to be done, for the House must then 
hear what the prisoner had to say in his own 
behalf. That the House had done already on 
the case as it now stood: of ¢ourse, if the 
risoner was to be charged with something 
More, he ought to be heard again, for that 
vas no more than a common rule of justice; 
and this obviated, perhaps, the whole objec- 
tion which bad hitherto been stated against 
course which was now proposed. It was 
rue that the prisoner could not cail evidence, 
but he must admit the truth of the case exbi- 
ited against him: the Hoyse, however, would 
























































































ull benefit of whatever he could reasonably 
rg¢ in his own behalf, and the more so, be- 
ause he could not offer any evidence; but 
at was a situation, however hard, it must 
remembered he had brought upon himself; 
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for had he appeared in time, as it was his 
duty, he would have avoided ‘all this inconve- 
nience. Upon the ground that the whole of 
the evidence ought to be laid before the House, 
in order that it might be fully acquainted with 


was not, he concurred in the motion now bee 
fore the House. 


Mr. SHERIDAN explained.—He did not al- 
lude to the minutes of the committee as mat- 
ter of aggravation on the general misconduct 
of the prisoner, but merely as it related to 
the wilfulness of his absence, after he was 
served with the Speaker’s warrant to attend. 
He thought, however, that the House could 
not suffer this person to enter upon oath to 
contradict what appeared against him before 
the committee. 


The Lorp ApvocaTeE of SCOTLAND ¢X- 
plained and said, that all he contended was, 
that this was an ex parte proceeding, and 
might possibly affect some persons who ought 
not to be affected by it: it might in some de- 
gree affect the sitting Member, to whose elec- 
tion this matter referred, and that, he appre- 
hended, would not be regular. 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL said, he could 
not understand the distinction which some 
Gent. seemed to take in this case; that 
they would not receive any thing that went in 
aggravation of punishment, but they would 
receive that which would aggravate the colou: 
of guilt. Now, whether a man wilfully a! 
sented himself, or was absent from ignorance, 
was a question of colour to the offence, and 
to allow evidence of the colour of the offence, 
was allowing evidence of the aggravation of 
the offence; and he could not see how any 
aggravation of guilt could be received in evi- 
dence without drawing after it, as a necessary 
consequence, an aggravation of punishment. 
Whether the House should think that the pri- 
soner, who had once an opportunity of ex- 
plaining his conduct by evidence, but which 
he had lost, either by his own negligence or 
wilfulness, should now have that opportunity 
restored to him, was a consideration for the 
House; perhaps he was not now entitled to 
any such indulgence, nor was it easy to see 
how the forms ef the House would admit it, 
supposing such a thing was desirable, which 
he was not saying it was; this was not the 
time for discussing that point, but he should 
think that if the minutes, after they were laid 
before the House, shauld call for a larger pu- 
nishment than the House should be disposed 


| in its justice to inflict upon the present state- 
tar him with indulgence, and give him the | ment of the case, then he should think the 


matter deserved to be considered; for they 

should not punish a man for what he did not 

know the House were going to punish him, 

but that the House should at least allow the 

prisoner to give "<Ee favourable colour 
f 
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he was able to any thing that was objected to 
him. ‘That perhaps would be the course 
which the House would adopt in this case. 
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since the act of Parliament, as white salt, 
there should be no distinction in th 
whereas at present the bushel of bay salt, 
which Contained 84 pounds weight, and which 
cane from Spain, paid no more duty than the. 
British salt, which contained only 54 pounds 
weight in the bushel; he wished to do away 
this distinction, by which he said much more 
British salt would be imported into Ireland 
than there had been of late; and he com- 
plained that this part of our trade, particu. 
[Saur. ]—General Gascorene rose for the | larly at Liverpool, had greatly fallen off within 
purpose, he said, of moving, pursuant to no- | the last three years. He complained also of the 
tice, for leave to bring in a bill to equalize by | effect of smuggling. He said thismeasure would 
weight the bushel of all salt imported into that | lower the price of that article in Ireland, and 
part of the United Kingdom called Ireland. | be of great advantage to the lower classes in 
He entered much at large into the history of | that country, for they paid the same duty on 
the regulation of this article from the statute | that article as the higher classes, and consumed 
of the 4th of Anne, c. 14, down to the pre-| more in proportion to their wants, because 
sent moment, and observed that his object | they subsisted more on salt provisions than 
Was, in point of fact, to lower the duty upon | the higher classes. He saw no reason for con- 
Enghsh salt imported into Ireland, by equa- | tinuing the present duty on salt imported into 
lizing the duty upon all salt imported into | Treland to Spain, as a favour to Spain, 
that country. That was the effect of his mo- | for Spain was no ally of ours, and eis 
tion. At present, all salt imported into Ire- | unlikely soon to become an enemy, ““ 2 
Jand bore a certain duty per bushel; but there ‘the present state of things, might a 

was, however, an essential difference in the | enough be called our natural enemy. a 
duty on the different sorts of salt imported | gued at some length on the propriety : a 
into Ireland, and that difference arose from | he was about to propose, on the eT th 
the difference of quantity which the bushels | which he said it would produce to sa " 

contained. The salt which was imported into _in England and Ireland, which would be muc! 


and 
e duty; 


The question was then put, * That so much 
‘* of the minutes of the evidence given before 
“the Dunfermline committee as relates to 
« James Trotter, be laid before this House ;” 
which was ordered. 











Ireland from Portugal and Spain, which was | oo iegosegieenalhy 
commonly called bay salt, contained 84 pounds | 
weight in the bushel; whereas the salt which 
was imported from this country into Ireland 
contained no more than 56 pounds weight to 
the bushel, and yet the duty was the same on | 
both ; his object was to make the duties equal | 
in each, and he argued upon the policy of so, 
doing. He said it would lower the price of | 
English salt in Ireland, which was a very great | 
object, and which the people of that country | 
would receive as a great boon. He reminded | 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer of England | 
of mp ete yg to diminish the duty upon salt | 
soon after he came into office, and observed | 
that it was a promise which was received with 
great joy all over the country here and in Ire- | 
Jand: he maintained it was politic to do so, 
on account of the importance of this article 
to'various branches of our manufactures and 
trades in the curing of provisions, &c. and 
most particularly to the trade of Ireland; and 
he maintained, that if the object of his mo- 
tion Was carried into effect, the defalcation 
which it would occasion in the revenue would 
not’ be more than 13,000/, a year, a sum which 
the fertility of the mind of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer would too easily supply to 
thake this an objection to the motion. He 
was now only asking, that British salt should 
vot be made to pay tose on its being imposted 
_ itto Ireland, than Spanfth éait paid; that we 
Should, in this‘ respect, be put on a footing 
‘- with the most favoured nation. He main- 





tained that bay salt had been considered, ever 


more than a balance 
would create in the papi Sh Oe. ae 
that when the last duty was laid on, th a 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had sacs : 
the necessity of it, and had Sansieers - 
merely as a war tax. He considered Be Pe 
sent Chancellor of the Exchequer a eg 
in some measure to assent to the puree 
proposed, from his former ep se 
every principle of policy, as W : ‘hr re 
to the people of Ireland, who labo sg 
some difficulties which this paca! ane 
tended to remove. He then lee 
¢ Jeave be given to bring In a a ae 
“by weight the bushel of Say 
“‘ into that part ef the United Kingco 

“ Treland.” 


He observed, 


a ig Wasa 
The SPEAKER observed, that as this 


oan necessary that 
matter relating to trade, It was Havre ve the 
it should be referred to a — ape 
whole House, before any year apo 
could be had on the motion.— 
ing seconded, 


that the said motion be 


It was then moved, hole Houses 


weferred to a committee of the w 
2 ive view” 
Mr. Corry took a very comprehen in of 
of the subject 3 he esplosee ae = istinctio® 
the statute of Queen Ann, and y hi 
between the bushel under ee ? ; 
contained only the weet ya 
salt, and that of the Winchester 


contained 84 pounds weight, ™ 
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King Charles the Second; and gave an histo- 
rical account of the duties upon this article 
until they were made perpetual, and observed, 
that there had been no innovation in Ireland 
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but that was not all; there were no salt 
springs in Ireland, nor had RF there the 
means of manufacturing salt. They were in- 
debted to this country for two very material 


n the. upon this subject, but it was imposed there as | articles, rock salt and coals; and, even if they 
ounds 7 it was in England. He explained the whole | could manufacture the article, there was much 
away ee custom in the way of importing this article ; | consideration due to the expense which would 
more We and observed, that in Ireland all bay salt was | attend it in Ireland under its disadvantages for 
reland 7 entered as white salt; and it was the same in | freight, commission, and a great many charges 
com- We this country, it paid nevertheless duty only | on the carriage of coals and other articles 
urticu- on &4 pounds weight to the bushel. He ex-| which must be brought from this country be- 
within plained the difference in the disposal of this | fore they could manufacture rock salt; so 
of the article between the customs and the excise, | that any measure tending (and this measure 
would and then proceeded to observe, that the Hon. | evidently and avowedly’ tended) to diminish 
dj, and Gent. had stated, that the export of salt from | the importation of bay or foreign salt would 
8s¢s 0 Liverpool to Ireland had of late diminished, | certainly be injurious to the trade of Ireland. 
ity on and he seemed to wish to diminish the import- | ‘There had been no complaints between the 
sumed ation of foreign salt into Ireland, for the pur- | British and the Irish manufacturers upon this 
CAUSE pose of increasing the importation of British ; subject; the trade had been carried on with- 
s than salt there; that seemed to be the object of the | out any difficulty in this respect, and such 
pr cons Hon. Gent. by the motion now before the | had been the policy of Ireland, that they had, 
ed into House: it was to discourage the importation } always used much foreign salt—they had al- 
Spain, of foreign salt, for the purpose of encou- | ways been obliged to prefer foreign salt, be- 
‘as not raging that of British manufacture, for the | cause, as he had said already, the article of 
and, if demand for the one must increase in propor- | provision required it. Now it might be said, 
tt fitly tion to the diminution of the other. Now, | that to lower the price of other salt, would 
He are upon this subject he must be permitted to | not be injurious to the manufactures of Ire- 
yf what observe, that bay salt was not. only of a re-| land in general; that was a sentence which 
A effect markably strong quality, but it was such as | sounded well, but it was not too lightly to be 
le, both was indispensable to the provision trade of | assumed; inconveniencies might follow this, 
ye much Ireland; and therefore, as long as the provi- | although they were not obvious to every one, 
ation It sion trade of Ireland remained as at this time, | This might be an inducement te manufac- 
served, the mode now proposed by the Hon. Gent. | turers to use the cheapest articles in curing 
the late would not answer the purpose for which he | their provisions, and in other manufactures, 
amented intended it: his object was to increase trade; | and which world not so well answer the pur- 
Jered It but the mode proposed would diminish it, | pose; the prowisions would neither so well 
rhe pre: because it would diminish the importation of | supply his Majesty’s fleets and armies as they 
pledged bay salt, and that article was actually neces- | formerly did—a vry important consideration 
rion he sary In many manufactures, and in the pro- | at all times, and particularly at the present 
nd from vision trade it was actually indispensable, | time, when we ought to take care not to expose 
beralitys Bay salt was very different in quality from | ourselves to any dange.* in this respect in parti- 
ed under other salt ; it was of a grain much larger, and | cular; nor would the character of the article 
was Ie of a quality much stronger, and less easily | of provision be long prvserved in the foreign 
«That dissolved than any other salt: it was there- | market—another very imp ortant consideration 
equalize fore peculiarly fit for packing in the provision | at any time, and still moi € so at this time, 
trade, and excellently adapted for provisions | when Ireland was successfilly endeavouring 
for his Majesty’s navy and army: it was su- | to enlarge its commerce. ““he Hon. Gent. 
pertor to any other salt for curing provisions | complained of the diminution (of exports from 
destined to hot climates, and had therefore | this country to Ireland, and ,articularly in 
been employed in the service of this country | the article of salt from Liverpool ; that might 
in every part of the world. It was well known | be very. true, and he believed it was as far as 
eof the that Ireland depended much on its provision | the Hon. Gent. took notice of it There 
ceeding trade, and this was owing in some degree to| might be a. diminution in the. exportation 
otion be the quality of the flesh of that country, but | from Liverpool to Ireland, but the general 
| ees to the quality of the bay salt they | importation into Ireland had increaved, not- 
ised In curing it; and if that salt was not | withstanding it had for the last two or three 
es Fa quality of the cured provisions | years diminished ; but that was a very partial 
soon ra greatly deteriorated, which must | way, as he conccived, of viewing,the suh ject. 
ead Lash a a decay of trade, by which Ire-| It should be taken on a fair average ot six 
ticular ee me her pre-eminence in this par- | years; and if the Hon. Gent. took that v,'ew 
meee we as in some other articles of | of it, he would find that this trade had riot 
in the fo ure, for it wouid lose its character diminished. It was true, that the quantity of 
had etna market; but he apprehended he | provisions purchased from Ireland for t he last. 
uote €d enough, when he said that the | two years, had been less than others ujson an 
Provision trade of Ireland was essential to the | average of the last six years: this,was ; artly, 
Support of his Majesty’s fleets and armies: | owing to the demands of the war h. wing 
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ended, and consequently less provision made 
up in Ireland, and of course less salt imported. 
Pork in particular, the salt for curing which 
came from Liverpool, had been much less de- 
manded for the last three years than in former 
times ; and soindeed had all demands of late 
for the provisions of Ireland into hot climates. 
As to the rock salt imported into Ireland, it 
had been nearly the same for some years. Bri- 
tish white salt had diminished considerably, 
and salt in the last year had diminished nearly 
one third; foreign salt had also diminished in 
much the same proportion; so that the Hon. 
Gent.’s apprehension was not well founded, 
that the importation of foreign salt into Ire- 
land was the cause of the diminution of that 
of the British. The diminution had been in 
not making up the same quantity of provisions 
for which the British salt was wanted. But if 
the Hon. Gent. would take the average of six 
years, he would have the consolation to find 
the importation of salt into Ireland from Li- 
verpool was much increased. Here Mr. Corry 
went over the different importations for this 
period, to justify his assertion, and main- 
tained there had been no increase of foreign 
importation, so as to stop the demand for the 
British salt; the general demand for the pro- 
vision trade had fallen off for the present only, 
but no doubt would again revive. When all 
these things were considered, Mr. Corry said, 
the apprehensions of the Hon. Gent. respect- 
mmg the trade between these two parts of the 
United Kingdom would cease. When the 
provision trade of Ireland should open again 
(as it soon might), all these apprehensions 
would be dispelled, and then there would be 
an end to the disadvantage which Treland at 
present laboured under by the enormous rate 
of exchange which was against it, and which 
would cease or diminish rapidly when funds 
were duly provided for the payment of its 
debt. Upon a full consideration of all these 
things, he was confident that the opulent and 
respectable people of Liverpool would be 
much too liberal to complain of the present 
state of exportation of salt from thence to 
Ireland, or to desire their representative to 
persist in the motion now before the House, 
for that there would be no occasion to come 
for an act of Parliament upon the subject. 
Here Mr. Corry explained the schedule which 


was now before the House on the subject of | 


duties on salt imported into Ireland, and then 
proceeded to observe, that the trade in this 
article had been uniformly carried on for a 
long time, without any complaint on the part 
of the manufacturers of this country, or of 
Jreland. He observed, that he had some re- 
gulations in contemplation upon this subject, 
and in which he had no doubt the Hon. Gent. 
would be able to give him some valuable as- 
sistance ; but he submitted, whether it would 
not be more wise or prudent, that no measure 
should be brought forward at present, but 


that matters should stand as they are, west 
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that they should be made matter of considers. 
tion next year, and then, Mr. Corry said, he 
should come to the discussion of this im. 
portant subject, with the Hon. Gent. or an 
other Hon. Member who should choose te 
take up the matter. Nothing could give him 
greater satisfaction than a renewed discussion 
of duties in Ireland, upon this or any other 
tepic on which he possessed any information, 
respecting that part of the United Kingdom 
for which he had the honour to act. With 
respect to smuggling salt into Ireland, of 
which the Hon. Member seemed to be so ap. 
prehensive, he assured him there was no pro. 
bability of it whatever, because the attempt 
offered no profit; there was much more proe 
bability of that article being smuggled from 
Ireland into this country, and that was in rea. 
lity the case. Upon this subject, as well as 
others, he should be happy to communicate 
his ideas to the Hon. Gent. and to consult 
with him: it was certainly a desirable thing 
to prevent smuggling of salt from Ireland into 
this country, a practice much too prevalent. 
After making an apology to the House for de- 
taining it so long on this subject, he submitted 
the propriety of not acting hastily on it; for 
which reason, and without the slightest disre- 
spect to the Hon. Gent. he should now move 
the order of the day. 


Colonel BAGWELL said, that nothing af- 
fected the people of Ireland so much as the 
duty on salt; and he understood, that the 
effect of the Rt. Hon. Gent.’s (Mr. Corry) 
statement, went to add 10,000/. to the duty. 


Mr. Corry observed, in explanation, that 
his object was to reduce the bushel, and, at 
the same time, to reduce the duty. 


Mr. Lee said, that his Rt. Hon. Friend 
had given up his schedule of Irish duties for 
this session, in compliance with the wishes ¢ 
several Gentlemen from Ireland; and he 
therefore thought it would be very unfair : 
take detached parts of it at present for oe 
purpose of arguing upon, instead of Phe 
poning the consideration of the whole to t 
ensuing session. 


Mr. Wickuam said, that his Rt. bor 
Friend (Mr. Corry) had had no grt 
proposing an additional duty on salt. out : 
convinced, that no man would wish to Bon 
preference to foreign salt: the only rom 
was, what was the best means of answ 
the proposed end? He hoped the aro 
would not press the measure at Pesci ct 
had not made up his mind upon the yk 
and must be under the necessity of opp 6 
such a bill at present in every stage O° 


¢ from 


Gent. 


General GASCOIGNE obtained leav 
the House to withdraw his motion. 
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'+-The subject was one of the most serious 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, Mar. 30.~-( See Minutes, p. 511.) 


[CLERGY NON¢RESIDENCE. ]—On the ques- 
tion for the second reading of the clergy resi- 
dence bill being put, 

Lord AUCKLAND rose, and shortly put it 
to the consideration of the Rt. Rev. Prelate 
near him, whether, for the sake of shortening 
the term of the leading provision of the bill, 
from two or three months to one, it would, 
under all the present circumstances, be expe- 
dient to risk the fate of the bill, as such an 
amendment in a bill of this peculiar descrip- 
tion would, with a reference to the constitu- 
tional privileges of the other House, in all pro- 
bability be fatal to it. 


The BisHor of St. ASAPH rose, and entered 
into the merits of the subject at some length; 
he argued that the bill in question, as con- 
nected with the general subject which gave 
rise to it, was one of considerable importance, 
and as it then presented itself, objectionable in 
a great degree. The Rev. Prelate detailed the 
léading provisions, and the effects of the sta- 
tute of Hen. VIII. from which the clergy, un- 
der the present circumstances, he said, were 
liable to considerable hardships, and these 
hardships not unfrequently fell on the most 
conscientious of the clergy: those in a great 
degree arose from the state of the parsonage- 
houses in different parishes, many of which 
Were not in a habitable condition. To remedy 
these, he observed bills were from time to 
time sent up to their Lordships from the other 
House of Parliament, and, in some instances 
he described, at a period of the session when 
the merits of the question could not be fully 
discussed. His Lordship enumerated the dates 
of these bills, and gave a history of their pro-| 
gress through both Houses. He expressed his | 
disapprobation of this mode of proceeding. 
The statute of Hen, VIIJ. was one which re- 
quired much amendment; but he was adverse 
to its operations being counteracted by peren- 
nial bills of suspension. He again lamented 
that it should so arise that the general subject 
could not have been adequately discussed ; it 
came before them at periods of the session 


proceeding, he observed, was against his sense = 
he advised him to bring in the bill on his own 
ideas, and to trust to parliamentary discussion 
for the rest. The Rev. Prelates, he observed, 
were, at least, not all equally weil versed in 
the Statute Book. He thought the statute of 
' Hen. VIII. should be fairly amended; but he 
had no hesitation in deciding, were he driven 
to the alternative of either totally abrogating 
the statute in question, or of suffering it to 
stand totally unaltered, in favour of the latter. 
Much had been said about the necessity of 
such bills originating in the other House. He 
saw no reason why a bill to the effect to which 
he had alluded, should not be introduced in 
that House; and he thought it should be ge- 
nerally known, that the Rev. Prelates were 
not in favour of the system of going on with 
such bills as the present from year to year. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR also tooka view 
of the subject at some length. He observed, 
that with a reference to the question regularly 
before the House, he saw no reason why the 
bill should not be suffered to go to a commit- 
tee. He seemed to argue generally in favour 
of the bill, as, under the existing circumstances 
of the case, a measure of a desirable nature. 
He had, in his judicial capacity, whik pre- 
siding in one of the courts below, opportuni- 
ties of observing, in many cases, the hardship 
and unequal operation of some of the provi- 
sions of the act of Hen. VIII. His Lordship 
cited in particular two cases, the one in the 
Rector of Bow church, one of the most ex- 
emplary men in all the various branches of his 
duty in the clerical profession, against whom, 
in consequence of his living in Ely Place, Hol- 
born, on account of its being, from peculiar 
circumstances, impracticable to live in the 
parsonage-house, he was obliged to direct a 
jury to find. Another case presented itself, 
the particulars of which he cited, of a very 
opposite description, and in which the penal 
operations of the bill in question were very 
properly applied. He adverted to these points, 
to evince not only the great importance, but 
also the difficulty of coming to a right de- 
cision upon the general subject. It was 
matter of serious and deliberate considera- 





when the attendance was generally thin; and 
surely that in question was one of the highest 
importance. If the residence of the clergy 
was connected with the practical religion of 
the country; if the practical religion of the 
country was connected with its morals; and 
if the morals of the people were worthy the 
attention of the Legislature, then, unquestion- 
ably, the subject in question was one of the 
highest importance.—( A ery of Hear! hear!) 


nature, and which should be deliberately dis- 
cussed. His Lordship alluded to the bill in 
the contemplation of a very learned civilian, a 
Member of the other House, who had con- 
sulted the Rev. Bench on the occasion: this 


tion. His Lordship alluded to the great dif- 
ficulty which men placed in offices of im- 
portant, severe, and complicated duties ex. 
perienced, in maturing great public mea- 
sures. He adverted particularly to the situ- 
ation of the Learned Judge alluded to by the 
Rev. Prelate, who, had leisure and health per- 
mitted him to pursue his labours relative to 
the subject in question, their Lordships would 
not at this time have any part of it to discuss: 
the indisposition u:der which that person then 
laboured, was in a great degree owing to the 
very close and unremitted attention which he 
paid to the subject in question: it was one of 
more extensive concern than perhaps the House 
were generally aware cf; it involved not only 
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considerations of justice and policy, but even 
of humanity. With respect to this point, his 
Lordship, with a creditable degree of warmth 
and feeling, alluded to the éffect which a ge- 
neral enforcement of residence would have on 
the fate of the unfortunate and indigent cu- 
rates; it would go in a great degree to deprive 
them of the scanty pittance they at. present 
hold. Even from what had already taken 
place, many curates .were turned out of em- 
ployment; this he had some opportunity of 


jearning in the exercise of his clerical patron-: 


age as Chancellor, and of which he stated some 
distressing instances. With respect to a com- 
prehensive bill, containing adequate provisions 
for all that was complained of, he seemed to 
say the session was too far advanced for bring- 
ing such a measure to maturity within its pe- 
riod; and he remarked upon the superior 
wisdom of deliberate and mature decision, in 
opposition to hasty and premature conclu- 
sions; and he also noticed the peculiar calls 
which the Rev. Bench had generally towards 
the end of a session in their respective dio- 
ceses. 


The Bisuop of St. AsAru spoke shortly in 
explanation, and disclaimed any intention of 
throwing the least imputation on the very 
Learned Gentleman alluded to, for whom, on 
the contrary, he had the highest respect. 


The Eart of CARLISLE made a few obser- 
vations, in the course of which he seemed to 
argue against the principle of bills of suspen- 
sion, and adverted to the strong claims which 
curates had to the consideration and humanity 
of the Legislature. 


Lord AucKLAND also made some observa- 
tions, chiefly in reference to the general sub- 
ject, respecting which he appeared of his 
Noble and Learned Friend’s opinion, that the 
present session would not afford sufficient 
time for the full and adequate discussion of 
the measure, so generally allowed to be neces- 
sary. He proceeded to describe some general 
regulations which could, in such a measure, 
be introduced with good effect; and concluded 
by observing, that a full attendance of the 
Rev. Bench would be peculiarly necessary on 
such an occasion. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR, in allusion to the 
point last adverted to by the Noble Lord, 
said; that the Rev. Prelates “had pleas for ab- 
senting themselves towards the close of a sés- 
sion, which perhaps temporal Peers, generally 
speaking, had not, namely, the exercise of 
their pastoral duties; and he lamented the 
thin attendance which took place of the tem- 
poral Peers ep sb the close of a session, a 
period when, from unavoidable circumstances, 
a great proportion of legislative business was 
transacted. 
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The bill was then read a second tim 
; + és 
committed for next day. » and 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, March 30. (See Minutes, p. $11.) 


[ GRENADA LOAN. |—The order of the day 
was read for the House to resolve itself into 4 
committee of the whole House on the Grenada 
loan bill. 


Sir RoBERT Buxton said he could not but 
express the sentiments he had done on a for- 
mer occasion, with respect to the bill now 
brought into Parliament, and he should give 
his decided disapprobation to that measure, 
which went to misapply the public money. 
Many inconveniencies and losses would stil! 
arise to Government if they continued their 
support to that part of the West India trade. 


Mr. Hosuouse said he could not agree 
with the last Hon. Gent.; he was certain that 
no loss had been sustained by Government: 
the plain, facts were, that 1,400,000/. had been 
advanced for the support of this trade, and 
that this sum had been reduced to 500,000/.; 
that being the case, every Member in the 
House must see, that notwithstanding war 
and other unpleasant circumstances, which had 
prevented the progress of trade in the West 
Indies, yet that mercantile establishment was 
in a fair way of being a benefit to Government. 
The West India islands produced upwards oi 
30,000 hogsheads of sugar and other valuable 
articles; therefore Government had the best 
security for the money they advanced. The 
whole of the West India debt had not been 
contracted more than six years, and with the 
assistance now about to be given by the House, 
there was no doubt of the prosperity that 
would attend this West Indian mercantile 
establishment. Under these circumstances he 
should give his approbation to the measure 


Mr. JouNsTONE said he could not agrs 
with the last Hon. Gent.: he knew perfect!) 
well the great difference between the mies 
interest and landed interest of the county; | 
was ho uncommon thing for persons copneriit 
with trade, fo come into that House e pu 
casions and support Government, ane 
fore the mercantile part of the country ™ om 
see their interest to support the present a p 
tioh. The Hon, Gent had made a mista A 
to the time the Grenada debt was gnc ; 
it was now upwards of eight years ae of 
six. He would now call to the recollec My 
the House the promise that was m2 oie 
liament on the former application for ng 
that it should then be the last they er A 
of the House to grant: but he a = ont 
‘say. thé Gentlémen had not kept che sf 
and the indulgénce then granted for "™ 
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port of this unprofitable trade has turned out 
not sufficient. He was of a different opinion 
with the last Hon. Gent. as to the security 
Government were in possession of for their 
money ; it appeared to him by no means good, 
and if this money now applied for is granted 
by the House, he would ask, what better se- 
curity we should get for this loan than we be- 
fore had ? 500,000/. were now owing, and there 
was but a chance of its being paid for a long 


time tocome. He thought the whole system | 
to be highly improper in lending public money | 
in such a concern. When the West India | 


market was overstocked, we were called upon 
to make good their losses. This was an in- 
dulgence allowed to the West India trade 
which was allowed to no other; he therefore 
thought it ought not to be supported, 


Mr. Wan. DunpaAs said he wished to sub- 


_ mit a few observations in reply to what had 


fallen from the Hon. Gent. who had just sat 
down. The Hon, Gent. had argued very much 
at length upon the abstract question of, whe- 
ther Government ought, or ought not, to ad- 
vance the public money to support the mer- 
cantile ‘interests of the country. But if the 
Hon. Gent. had such an objection to Govern- 


| ment giving such assistance to the mercantile 
| interest, how happened it that he had not 
stated his objections upon former occasions, 


when Government had adopted a similar con- 
duct to the merchants of Liverpool, and to 


| other merchants of this country? The fact 


was, that Parliament granted this aid to the 
merchants and planters of St, Vincent and 


| Grenada, in 1795, when these islands were 


desolated by an event which human prudence 
could neither foresee nor prevent, viz. an in- 
surrection of the blacks. The sum then ad- 
vanced was 1,400,000/.3 of that sum all had 
been paid off, except about s560,000/. and the 
interest had been regularly paid the whole time. 
It had been suggested, that more was paid in 


: bounties on the reeexportation of the produce 
of those islands, than was received by the cus- | 


toms on their importation. Admitting this 
Or a moment to be true, was there no advan- 
tage to the shipping interest of this country in 
carrying on the trade with those islands? or 
did the Hon. Gent. mean to say that those 
islands might as well be in the hands of France 
as of any other country? If of late the com. 
Modities of the West Indies had fallen in price, 
Would it be consistent with generosity, wis- 
dom, or policy, to press for the immediate 
payment of a debt, so large a part of which 
had been already discharged, the interest of 
rhich was so regularly paid, and for the 


Whole of which the public had such ample 
curity ? 


Mr. Rost said that the Rt. Hon. Gent. had 
4 great degree anticipated what he meant 
ave offered. The Hon. Gent. who spoke 


ast but one, seeme i 
Vou.’ ad to think that a greater 


“ 


| degree of favour was shewn to the West India 
‘trade than to others; he was not aware upon 
| what ground the Hon. Gent. made that asser- 
‘tion. The relief which Parliament had granted 
to the merchants of Grenada and St. Vincent, 
(they had granted upon other occasions to 
‘other persons; and though the Hon. Gent. 
seemed to think that Government ought not 
to lend the public money to support the mer- 
'cantile interest, he begged leave to observe 
that if it had not been for the assistance af- 
forded by Government some years ago to the 
manufacturing interest, the consequences might 
| have been such as he was almost afraid to con- 
sider. But when the Hon. Gent. talked of 
considerable favour being shewn to the West 
India trade, did he consider of what import- 
ance thai trade was to this country? Did he 
know that it employed nearly one third of our 
shipping? did he consider what a nursery it 
was for our seamen? or did he reflect upon 
the various advantages this country derived 
from that trade? At the commencement of 
the last century, Government had granted re- 
lief to some of the West India islands; but 
the mode in which that relief was granted, 
appeared to him to be neither so efficacious 
nor so economical as the relief which had 
been granted by Government on the present 
occasion. Under these circumstances, he should 
certainly give his vote for the Speaker leaving 
the chair. 


| 
| 
{ 
| 





--— 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Thursday, Mar. 31.—(See Minutes, p. 667.) 


[Mititta OFFICERS’ BILL.]—The order 
of the day being read for the second reading 
| of the militia officers’ bill, 
| Lord Hopart moved, “ That the bill be 
' © now read a second time.” 





The Earl of Carnarvon rose to oppose 
the proceeding ; he delivered his sentiments at 
some length, which were decidedly against 
| the leading provisions of the bill; his hostility 
' to the measure, he observed, was founded in 

constitutional principles. The bill, which 
| went to authorize the service of officers not 
| duly qualified, would, when superadded te 
| the other measures adopted by Government 
| of late years with respect to the militia, grind 
' down that constitutional force to a very stand- 
|ing army. He was aware of the necessity of 
| Great Britain, especially in periods like the 
present, having a large disposable force: how- 
/ever, at the same time, one constituted on 
| the original principles of the militia was ad. 
mirably well calculated for defensive service. 
The conduct of Government latterly was such 
as went to disgust the respectable qualified 
officers, and would tend greatly to disincline 
them from serving in the militia. 2ursuing 
this line of observation for some time, and in 
strong terms, the es Earl observed, that 
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were the bill passed in its present shape, he | observations of the Noble Earl, he conceived 


would never again come forward in the dis- 
cussion of the subject; so degraded did he 





none of them applied against the present mea- 
sure; they were the arguments adduced last 


consider the militia by such a proposition. At ycar on an occasion nearly similar; and he 
the pre. ent moment he urged the propriety of | begged leave to observe, that the measures re. 
a'lowine farther time for the consid«ration of | specting the militia, so strongly reprobated by 
the subject; and in that view he moved, in | the Noble Earl, were not, properly speaking, 


the way of an amendment, that the word 
‘now’ be icft ou of the motion, “ that this 
66 bili be now read a second time.” 


Lord Hosarrt expressed himself perfectly 
aware of the importance of the measure, and 
his inclination to concur in the motion just 
made, did he entertain any hope of being able 
to induce the Neble Ear! to agree to provi- 
sions which he thought wise and necessary. 
The Noble Secretary then proceeded to de- 
fend the provisions of the bill, which he 
thought, in sound argument and fact, not at 
all liable to the objections so warmly urged by 
the Noble Earl; a discretionary power was 
vested in the Lord Lieutenants, who, in cases 
of necessity, in the event of their not being 
able to procure officers possessing landed qua- 
lifications as heretofore, were authorized to 
accept the services of a description of officers, 


attributable to the-Minister, but approved by 
the Legislature after full and repeate’ discus. 
sions. ‘The Noble Duke expressed his 1; -t 
that men duly qualified were not seen at such 
a crisis as the present, cheerfully coming for- 
ward to serve in that highly useful and consti- 
tutional part of the national force. He ap- 
proved of the militia on other grounds besides 
those of constitutional principle; it was an 
excellent defensive system, and being on foot 
together with the standing army, they were 
reciprocally useful checks upon each other. 
Every man who possessed an acre of land in 
the kingdom was constitutionally bound to 
defend it; he owed a military service to the 
crown, on the old principles of the feudal con- 
stitution. It was necessary to procure an 
| effective force, and if it could not be done in 
| the way of bounty, stronger measures were 





necessary. He was adverse to any delay of 


whose admission the Noble Earl so strongly-' the bill, the principle of which was then as 
fully understood as it could be six months 


opposed. His Lordship then detailed the pro- 
minent provisions of the bill, which offered 
arrangements, he contended, not liable to the 
imputed objections. At the same time, he 
entertained no doubt of the Lord Lieutenants 
exerting themselves to find out officers fully 
qualified, and who would be willing to serve. 
Such officers would naturally be preferred by 
In concluding, his Lordship observed, 


the bill. 


Lord Ro.tte seemed to think that no neces- 
sity existed for the present measure, which, 
in some points of view, he regarded as highly 
qu:s ionable. .To ascertain his first point, he 
thought that an official return of the number, 
&c. of the militia officers should be laid before 
the House; and if it should appear that there 
were rot a sufficient number, he should have 
no objection to the bill’s passing. 


The Earl of Carnarvon spoke in explana- 
tion, in the course of which he repeated his 
observation, that the conduct of Government 
of late years relative to the militia, was such 
as to disgust the officers:in general : respecting 
this he entered into some details, and observed, 
that, were the present system persisted in, and 
the militia continued, it would be preferable 
to lower the number of that part of the na- 
tional force. The Noble Ear! was called to, 
order by the Lorp CHANCELLOR; &nd, after 
Some conversation respecting the question of 
order, the Duke of Montross rose, and spoke 
shortly in support of what fell from the Noble 


{ 


hence. 


The Earl of Rapwnor strongly disapproved 
some of the provisions of the bill, which he 
seemed to think would tend still more to dis- 
gust the officers alluded to. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR, in support of the 
motion, observed, that the disapprobation ex- 
pressed by Noble Lords of any particular pro- 
visions of the bill, was rather a reason for its 
going to a committee; beside which, a future 
opportunity would regularly offer for the dis- 
cussion of its principle. With respect to the 
maintenance of order in their Lordships pro- 
ceedings, the House would be aware of its 
necessity; and that it was his duty, to the best 





' 
| 


‘a ‘tachment to the militia, as 


of his judgment, to see that it strictly took 
place, without reference to the situation oF 
feelings of individuals: a necessity for acting 
in such a manner, he observed, had of late 
become more necessary than ever. 


[Here another conversation took place con 
cerning the question of order. ] 


Lord Cawpor delivered < ea he 

j length. He aecleisr 

the subject at some lengt constitutions 
ae Ie 

ad effective force; he expatiated 0 ie 
vices it had performed, and on er. He 
sional merits and patriotism of its . a 3b 
seemed to disapprove of part 0 he militia 
conduct of Government respecting t . to the 
and to express much anxiety ll fron 
practice of recruiting the standing | 





Lord on the woolsack. With respect to the 
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After a long and general conversation re-| observed a resident curate was, in many in- 


specting points of order, the question being 
called for, the same was regularly put from 
the Woglsack, on which a division took place, 
when there appeared for the immediate second 
reading of the bill, 41; against it, 2.—Majo- 
rity, 39- ‘ 
4 

On re-entering the House we found the 

Earl of CARNARVON on his feet, warmly 
contending against the bill. The question which 
furnished the Noble Earl an occasion for thus 
delivering his sentiments, appeared to be for its 
commitment. His Lordship spoke at some 


length, and urged a variety of detailed obser- | 


vations against the measure, founded on those 
principles which he had adverted to as above. 


He took occasion to combat an idea of the | 


Noble and Learned Lord’s, namely, that be- 
cause only some of the provisions of a bill 
were objected to, it should be suffered to go 
to a committee; such a mode of reasoning, 
he contended, may be urged in behalf of any 
measure, however worthy of censure or disap- 
probation. 





[CLERGY NON-RESIDENCE. ]—The House 
then, pursuant to the order of the day, re- 
solved itself into a committee on the clergy 
residence bill, Lord Walsingham in the chair. 


When that clause was come to which fixed 
ne termination of the suspension to the 8th of 

uly, 

The Bisuop of St. Asaru rose, and deli- 
vered his sentiments upon the subject of 
which the bill before the committee formed 
a part, at considerable length. He repeated 
many of his observations of last night, adverted 
to the indiscriminate operation of part of the 
statute of Henry VIII. and described the pro- 
gress of the various suspending bills, which 


were passed within the three last years. He 


expressed his disapprobation of those measures, 
and gave his opinion that if they were not re- 
sorted to, that statute alluded to would ere now 
have been properly amended. He would go 
farther ; he thought that if the present bill was 
assented to, they should hear no more of the 
amending bill till next springy and soon. On 
these grounds it was, he should in the present 
instance propose to. shorten the term of the 
Suspension. With respect to the statute of 
Henry VIII. of which so much had been said, 
and also on the effects of the proposed plans 
for amending it, he thought the penalties of 
that act should be mitigated. He was fully 
aware of the present and future contingent 
situation of curates: if residence were fully 
enforced, many of them naturally would be 
Ousted; but such a consequence could by no 
means generally follow. In illustration of this 
Position, the Rev. Prelate entered into a de- 
tailed view of the situation of curates in gene- 
ral, particularly those in the country. He 





|fore a certain period. 


| stances, as great a rara avis asa resident clergy 
man; this in a great degree proceeded from 
many curates undertaking the duty of different 
parishes. The Rev. Prelate also advertec, 
_and with great effect, to the unwillingness 
which especiaily young clergymen manifested 
to undertake the duty of country parishes ; 
they preferred the duty of populous or market 
towns, and, above all, that of the metropolis, 
where many, conceiving themselves men of 
abilities and eloquence, were fond of exhibit- 
ing inthe pulpits. Persons of this description 
generally employed curates for the country 
duty, who, in the event of an enforcement of 
residence, would probably be ousted: but at 


' the same time, there were numercus instances 


where, in cases of small livings, the incum- 
bents held also valuable curacies, of which, 
however, in the above event, were they to be 
deprived, they would obviously be not left: 
destitute ; and were one description of cases 
set against the other, those of real hardship 
would be found not so numerous as was gene- 
rally imagined. Drawing towards a conclu- 
sion, the Rev. Prelate repeated his opinion, 
that, were the bill before the committee passed 
in its present shape, no more would be heard 
of the general amending bill until the next ses- 
sion, &c. Under which conviction, he would 
move, * That instead of the 8th of July, the 
“13th of May be inserted.” 
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The Lorp CHANCELLOR observed, that the 
proceeding adverted to by the Rt. Rev. Pre- 
late, was a parliamentary acknowledgment 
that the statute of Henry VIII. wanted re- 
vision. With respect to the question regu- 
larly before the committee, he observed, 
that there was no difference of opinion as to 
the expediency of continuing the suspension ; 
but as to the interval of time, the Learned 
Prelate seemed to go upon an idea, that 
there existed an intention somewhere, to bring 
forward a general bill, which might pass be- 
On this head, he 
would say, it were better not to cramp such 
an intention by too limited a period, which 
might prevent exertion from having its full 
scope. For his own part, in this view of the 
case, he should vote for the longer term, be- 
cause it would naturally afford a better chance 
of the bill alluded to being brought forward; 
at the same time he seemed averse to a further 
suspension. 


2-2 = 


The Bisnop of Durxam, in delivering his 
sentiments, took occasion to advert to the 
very great fitness of the learned and respect- 
able Member of the other House, who had 
undertaken the task of the bill alluded to, to 
do ample justice to the eubject. But his 
Lordship begged leave to question the pro- 
priety of seeming to call upon that Gentle- 
man, when his present indispos'tion was con- 





sidered. He bad the highest possible opinion 
42 
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of the character of that Learned Gentleman, | Housé, as therein it would, 
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most probably, 


and was persuaded he would come forward as | have a more free and full discussion. 


soon as circumstances would permit him. 
His Lordship observed, he would not then 
follow the Rev. Prelate who opened the dis- 
cussion, through his detailed observations, 
as probably another oppertunity would pre- 
sent itself, 


The Lord CHANCELLOR wished it to be 
distinctly understood, that he grounded his 
preference to the longer term, only because it 
.afforded a better chance of something con- 
clusive in the interval. 


Lord ALVANLEY took occasion to observe, 
that if the general bill should be so far de- 
layed this session as not to be brought up 
until the beginning of July, he should hold 
it his duty to oppose it; and he perfectly 
agreed in what had been so ably stated by a 
Noble Lord (Grenville), towards the end of 
the last session, respecting the necessity of 
having a full attendance, particularly of the 
Rev. Bench, in the discussion of the subject 
in question. 


Lord AuCKLAND delivered his sentiments 
on the question at some length: he noticed 
the improper effect of such bills of suspension, 
which in some measure may be said to leave 
that part of the community without law. 
He argued in favour of a general amending 
bill, and which, among other good effects, 
would go to ameliorate the condition of the 
poorer orders of the clergy. With respect 
to shortening the term, the other House, in 
the view of its pecuniary operation, would, 
on that account, be induced to reject the 
bill. Adverting to the circumstance of a 
gencral amending bill, the Noble Lord ex- 
pressed his opinion that such a measure might 
very properly originate in that House; and 
he alluded to certain regulations, which, in 
such a legislative provision, would be attend- 
ed with the most salutary effects. In allusion 
to what had been said of the state. of the 
attendance in that House, particularly to- 
wards the close of a session, his Lordship 
made some admirable philosophical remarks 
on the nature and propensities of man, the 
almost irresistible attractions of rural retire- 
ment or occupations at certain seasons of the 


year, with a view to palliate that occasional, | 


and sometimes frequent secession from par- 
liamentary attendance, at the seasons of the 
year alluded to. 


. Lord ALvANLEY, in explanation, observed, 
xather jocosely, that were the Noble Lord’s 
ideas of green fields, &c. set up asa plea for 
the non-attendance of legislators, there ought 
to be a sort of qui tam proceedings insti- 
tuted on the occasion. With respect to the 
-bill -so frequently alluded. to, for his part, 
he rather preferved its originating in that 


- 





| 





The Lorp Crancettor, after shortly no. 
ticing what had transpired on the subject of 
non-attendance and absence from town, ob. 
served, that he saw no objection to the bill 
originating in that House; but in all pro- 
bability, a bill so originating, would require 
a very full second discussion, in consequence 
of the alterations which would most likely 
be made in it by the other House; and par- 
ticularly with respect to the subject of cu- 
rates, he observed, it would be found rather 
difficult to make a provision for them in that 
House. 


Lord ELrenporouGH delivered his. opi- 
nions on the general subject at some length. 
He was unfavourable to the practice of suspen- 
sion—a subject which was never warranted, 
save by considerations of public necessity. 
He took occasion to pronounce a splendid 
panegyric on the character and talents of the 
Right Hon, and Learned Gent. (Sir W. Scott), 
so often alluded to in the course of the dis- 
cussion. He adverted to the great difficulties 
as well as the importance of framing legis- 
lative provisions to remedy the evils com- 
plained of; but though they could not do all 


‘the good they wished, they should do all the 


good they could: they should, as far as in them 
lay, ameliorate the statute of Henry VIII. by a 
general bill. ‘The Noble Lord adverted toa 
variety of provisions which could in such 4 
measure be introduced with the most salutary 
effect. He alluded to certain descriptions of 
the clergy who he thought should not be 
exempted from residence on pleas which were 
at present held as admissible. The consider 
ation of how the Commons may afterwards 
treat the bill, should not prevent them from 
originating the measure in that House, 
which work he would be most happy '° 
assist, as far as the very little leisure his 
official duty afforded him. 


Lord Peruam delivered his sentiments 0” 
the oceasion, which in a great degree acer 
to tally with those of his Noble Friend on the 
He observed it would be im- 


Woolsack. , ion of what 
n the presumption - 
proper to act o p Pp -ydividual t0 


may be the intention of any Indiv “~ 
propose. He entertained no objection ae 
bill of the description alluded to origine™ g 
in that House: on the contrary, he pe 
to think it ‘the better place, particularly ay 
a reference to the Bench of Bishops; 2" 
the discussion of the measure he ot 
cheerfully assist to the utmost of his pows' 
The BisHop of DurHam spoke shortly 18 
lanation, as did ; ‘ 
The Bistiop of St. AsapH, in the eae 
of which he deprecated the effects ” per i 
apprehension, and observed, it was P 
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should be understood, that the statute of 
Henry VIII. instead of diminishing the power 
of the ecclesiastical courts, went in further- 
ance of the old law of residence. 


After some further observations, the Rev. 
Prelate, the Bishop of Rochester, having con- 
sented to withdraw his amendment, the bill 
went through the committee, and the report 
was ordered to be received next day. 








——— 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, April 1. (See Minutes, p. 667.) 
[CLERGY NON-RESIDENCE.]—The order 
of the day being read for receiving the report 
of the clergy residence bill, 


The Earl of CarLisie rose, and said, he 
had a few observations to make connected 
with the bill, which might be as formally 
offered on the present occasion as on any 
other stage of the bill. The Noble Earl then 
launched into a variety of observations, chiefly 
applying to the general subject. He declared 
his aversion to suspension bills in general, as 
they tended, so far as their operation applied, 
to leave the community without law, and to 
remove those landmarks which the wisdom 
of our ancestors had carefully established. 
The subject to which the bill related, was un- 
doubtedly one of considerable importance ; 
and it was generally admitted that something 
was necessary to be done to remedy the in- 
conveniences and grievances complained of. 
On such an occasion the Noble Earl said 
their Lordships should depend upon them- 
selves principally. It was improper to rely, 
in a case of such magnitude, on the exertions 
of any single individual, however learned or 
appropriately qualified : notwithstanding 
which, he was inclined to entertain little 
hopes of seeing an efficacious measure brought 
forward in that House. In framing a general 
bill, whenever it should be undertaken, there 
was one consideration which forcibly struck 
‘iM as necessary, in order to render the mea- 
sure complete and effectual; namely, an ade- 
«uate provision not only for the poorer cu- 
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rates, but for some of the other inferior orders | 


of the clergy, who were unhappily in very 
necessitous circumstances. Of the former, 
such instances of distress and misery could be 
detailed as would make their Lordships’ hearts 
ache. Respecting this provision, he thought 
that it should come out of the public purse. 
His Lordship enforced these leading ideas by 
Several relevant observations, in the course of 
Which he said, there were persons in that 
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pressed his surprise, that after what they had 
all heard in debate last night, any observation 
should be thrown out expressive of a degree 
of despair that the subject in question would 
not be effectually taken up, and originated in 
that House. What transpired in the diseus- 
sion of last night, was of considerable im- 
portance; it would, he was confident, be 
productive of much benefit, and for his own 
part, it made a deep impression on his mind. 
He must deprecate all objections to bills ori- 
ginating in that House, with a reference to 
what might be their probable fate in the 
House of Commons. To act upon such a 
principle would be something like a standing 
in awe of the other House, and would in a 


certain degree tend to render the House, in~ 


stead of its being, as it incontestably was, an 
efficient and component branch of the Legis- 
lature, a mere cipher in the constitution of 
the country. Though he thought and felt ia 
this manner for the estimation, on consti- 
tutional grounds, of a House of which he had 
not long had the high honour to be a Member, 
yet he duly respected the constitutional pri- 
vileges of the House of Commons, in which 
he had the honour to sit many years. After 
what had passed last night, he entertained 
no fears of an efficient measure originating 
in that House, which he was inclined to wish 
it should. The Rt. Kev. the Bishops formed 
a part of that House, to whose province the 
subject in question more particularly be- 
longed; and besides these there were several 
Noble and Learned Lords every way adequate 
to the task; among these he could not help 
especially regarding one, then in his place 
(Lord Elienborough), whose opinions seemed 
to make such an impression on their Lord. 
ships yesterday, and from the talents and in- 
formation which he displayed, he evinced him- 
self peculiarly well calculated for the task. He 
was aware of the important and various official 
duties of that Learned Lord, yet he could not 
avoid expressing his hope that his Lordship 
would come forward and give as much of hig 
precious time as he conveniently could to the 
subject. Were the Noble and Learned Lord 
to undertake it, he entertained the most cone 
fident hopes of a salutary and effectual mea- 
sure being the result; and he doubted not, 
that were a bill sent down from that House to 
the Commons, they would treat it with the 
most respectful attention, and contribute every 
thing in their power towards rendering the 
measure effectual, consistent with their own 
peculiar privileges, 


Lord AUCKLAND agreed with the Noble 
Lord as to the general propriety and good 


House fraught with ecclesiastical and legal ; effect of a measure of this kind originating in 
‘Mormation, who were fully competent to the | that House; and further, he thought their 


uudertaking alluded to. 


© 


i 
i 


Lordships should, on the present occasion, 
chiefly rely u on their own exertions. Did 


Lord Arptn begged leave to offer a few they rely solely on the other House, or rather 
“crvaticns ou the present occasion; he ex- | on the exertions of any single individual, one 
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of these results would, he thought, be the! 


consequence: either that no bill would be 
sent up to them this session, or, that it would 
be sent up at so late a period, that their Lord- 
ships would be unable to collect in sufficient 
numbers, fully and duly to discuss it. For 
his own part, he was not fond of giving pledges, 
but so deeply was he impressed with the con- 
sideration that something should be done in 
the affair, he would say thus far, and he 
begged to be rightly understood, that if no 
bill should be sent up to them on the subject, 
or no other Noble Lord came forward, at an 
early period after the ensuing recess he should 
himself, notwithstanding the importance of 
his official avocations, and however inadequate 

e might be in some parts of them, undertake 
it, so far as to commit his ideas on the subject 
to paper, and lay them before the House in 
the shape of a bill. He should certainly give 
his best attention to the subject, and what he 
should propose would be the result. He 
doubted not when he had gone so far, what 
he should crudely and indigestedly lay before 
the House would be attentively considered 
and discussed by their Lordships, among 
whom many men more competent than himself 
were to be found. He should have in view, 
in what he should propose, two principles, 
which he thought of the highest importance ; 
first, that the church should be left to govern 
itself, and, secondly, to keep the principle of 
residence in view, so far as to secure to parishes 
a due care and attention, with as little hard- 
ship or inconvenience to individuals as was 
practicable. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR called the atten- 
tion of the House to the precise nature of the 
question before them, which was, whether it 
would agree to a single amendment made in 
the title of the bill, and only going to correct 
an inaccuracy with respect to the dates as ori- 
ginally expressed? Their Lordships would 
judge how far what had been said was appli- 
cable to that question. However, what had 
transpired induced him to offer a very few 
observations. With respect to making pledges, 
he would remind any individual Peer of the 
extent, importance, and difficulties of the task 
to be undertaken, and he would beg leave par- 
ticularly to address himself to the Noble and 
Learned Lord who seemed alluded to by the 
Noble Lord who spoke second in the debate, 
and bring to his consideration the duties of 
his official station: these were so various, so 
important, so onerous and pressing, as per- 
haps not to afford him sufficient time to pay 
the necessary degree of attention to the sub- 
ject. . For his own part, his official duties were 
such as entirely to disable him from under- 
taking the task; but whenever the bill should 
come before that House, he would of course 
assist in its discussion, and in bringing it to 
see te Be the utmost of his power: indeed 
it was the bounden duty of all their Lordships 
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to assist on such occasions, to th 1 
‘ oC ’ € exten 
their respective abilities, " 


_Lord ELLENBOROUGH expressed his coin- 
cidence with what fell from the Noble and 
Learned Lord. He was fully aware how much 
of his time was necessarily engrossed by due 
attention to his official duties, and such consi 
derations should influence, with respect to his 
entering into a pledge for the performance of 
any thing that might clash or interfere with 
them. Indeed, generally speaking, he was 
not fond of pledging himself, or of making 
promises on such occasions; he had rather 
come forward and act where it was practica- 
ble, than make any promise at all. He was 
also as fully aware of the extent and import- 
ance of the subject in question, which he 
seemed to think admitted of two views, the 
greater and the less. His Lordship took oc- 
casion to panegyrize the talents and extensive 
information of the Rt. Hon. and Learned 
Gent. who had already come forward on the 
occasion; and in better hands, he observed, 
the subject could not be placed. However, 
with respect to the less or limited view of 
the subject, he did not see that degree of diffi- 
culty in it which some Noble Lords seemed 
to conceive—he meant the question of resi- 
dence. To this point he had lately given 
some hours close consideration, and the re- 
sult was, in his opinion, that the difficulties 
of it in a great degree may be obviated. With 
regard to the greater and more comprehensive 
view of the subject, he seemed to think him- 
self inadequate to the task, even were there 
any prospect of his important judicial avoca- 
tions affording him any leisure. 


Lord AEVANLEY, in the course of his ob- 
servations, remarked, that he never could en- 
tertain any doubts of the propricty of the bill 
originating in that House; he only meant to 
express his apprehension that the Commons 
would never agree to any provision for the 
inferior order of the clergy, out of the public 
purse, in the shape of a bill from that House. 
He then observed as to the tendency of hae 
had already been done in the affair, and seeme 
of opinion that something should be done 
with respect to depending actions, mS 
grounds of justice; in regard to oor © t 
might arise hereafter, it would naturally 
matter of future consideration. 


The question was then put, and the report 
agreed to by their Lordships. 


nace 


HOUSE OF LORDS- 


Monday, April 4.—( See Minutes, oar ‘ 

[Miritia OFFICERS’ pitt.]—T vie 
of the day being read for their i § , 
ing into a committee on the militia 


bill, and the question being put 
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Earl Romney rose, and expressed his senti- 
ments upon the subject of the militia at some 
length. He adverted to the measures lately 
adopted with respect to the militia, particu- 
larly those which took place last year. Of 
the latter he expressed his disapprobation, 
considering them at best but as unnecessary, 
in many Instances injurious, and generally dis- 
gusting to the constitutional officers of the 
old militias The addition of the three cap- 
tains to each corps clearly increased the diffi- 
cul.y experienced by the Lord Lieutenants in 
meeting with qualified officers. The measures 
of Ministers with respect to the militia were 
such as must disgust the commanders of mi- 
litia regiments, and induce them to retire. 
With respect to himself, he thought the mi- 
litia reduced to that situation, that, under all 
circumstan¢es, its continuance was no longer 
desirable. If any Lord should concur with 
him, he could almost himself move for the 


repeal of the militia laws, when the army | 


could go on as before the establishment of the 
militia. 


Marquis TOWNSHEND spoke shortly in an- | 


swer to what fell from the Noble Earl. He 
differed entirely from him with respect to the 
effect of the measures adopted by Govern- 
ment in regard to the militia, deeming 
them neither degrading nor injurious. He 
deprecated all ideas of suppressing the militia, 
and seemed surprised at hearing such an idea 
started, particularly at a period when the 
power of France was at such an alarming 
height. The militia he considered as necessary 
for the home defence, and, with a view to 
render the troops of the line the more com- 
pletely disposable, independent of offensive 
operations, a large disposable force would al- 
ways be necessary, particularly for the defence 
of our colonial possessions. 


The House then resolved into a committee, 
Lord Walsingham in the Chair.—When the 
clause objected to, on a former discussion, by 
certain Peers, namely, that authorizing the 
service, and settling the rank of officers un- 
qualified by the old militia laws, was read, 
some explanatory conversation took place in 
the first instance between Lords Radnor, 


Hobart, and his Royal Highness the Duke of 
Cumberland. 


_The Earl of Carnarvon expressed his hos- 
tility to the clause at some length. He as- 
serted, that, did the committee agree to the 
clause, a great sacrifice would be made with- 
Out any reasons being assigned, and, in fact, 
on the bare requisition of the Minister. He 
recapitulated several of his former observa- 
Fe respecting the original establishment of 

€ militia as a constitutional defenéive force, 
pss alluded to certain points of the late con- 

uct of Ministers, which he said were in di- 
Fect contradiction to their declarations only 


ten months ago. He would prefer the sup- 
pression of the militia to its remaining in its 
present altered and degraded state. He ex- 
patiated on the constitutional evils of remov- 
ing the necessity of qualifications, which he 
thought was done to bring the militia more 
into the power of the Minister. He depre- 
cated the practice of sending the militia out 
of the country, and which was followed up, 
he observed, with the more injurious measure 
of rendering it, in fact, a mere drill for the 
regiments of the line. 


The Duke of CumBERLAND observed, he 
ought to apologize to their Lordships for thus 
obtruding himseif (two or three Peers having 
risen at the same time, but immediately gave 
way to his Royal Hghness), when there were 
so many other Peers better qualified than he 
was to give an opinion upon the subject; 
but he assured the committee he should not 
detain them many minutes. With respect to 
the clause before them, and which was so 
strongly objected to, he observed, the effect 
of it was merely to enable the Lord Licute- 
nants to officer the militia corps, in cases of 
vacancy, by military men. The objections, 
_however, to this regulation were made in the 
way of an apparent insinuation that such 

would be a breach of the constitution. Did 
he view the operation of the clause in that 
‘light, he assured their Lordships he would be 
‘the last in that House to support it: but he 
considered the measure very differently. In 
the first instance, the Lord Lieutenants were 
| required to fill up with qualified officers ac- 
‘cording to the old regulations; nay more, 
the provisions of the bill before the committee 
went to strengthen the established principle 
of the old militia, inasmuch as it enabled the 
Lord Lieutenants to look for qualified officers 
in other counties than those to which their 
corps belonged, which they were not previ- 
ously authorized to do. This he considered 
as a constitutional advantage, as it could not 
be denied but that a gentleman of landed pro- 
perty in Yorkshire, and one of landed pro- 
perty in Wiltshire, had the same general in- 
terest in defending the country. He enter- 
tained no doubts of qualified officers coming 
forward in its defence; and must deprecate 
every idea of disbanding the militia, that esta- 
blished constitutional force. The proposed 
measure he regarded as one dictated by ne- 
cessity, for it was obvious the militia could 
not be brought into action, or marched, with- 
| out officers. He entertained the-highest pos- 
sible respect for the militia, yet he must think 
the introduction of military men would be of 
service. Some stress was laid by a Noble 
Lord on the circumstance of militia-men be- 
ing sent abroad: his way of putting the’ case, 
however, was not very correct; the army was 
in want of men, at the time, for a very parti- 
cular and important occasion, on which a cer- 
tain number of militia-men were authorized 
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by Parliament to enter into the regiments of 
the line, did they choose it, as volunteers, 
as the militia corps could not constitutionally 
be sent out of the country; for, with respect 
to Ireland, he must consider it, especially 
since the Union, as identified with this, and 
as forming but one country. He hoped the | 
militia of both parts of the United Kingdom | 
would be of reciprocal service. On these ge- | 
neral grounds he should give his full support | 
to the bill. 


Earl Romney, in reply to part of what had | 
fallen from the Royal Duke, expressed his re- | 
gret at feeling himself obliged to differ even 
on the slightest point from his Royal Highness; 
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but he was of opinion, that Ireland was very | 
limited, according to the ideas of the Noble 


differently circumstanced from Great Britain 
in regard to its militia. With respect to 


the idea of abrogating the militia force, he | 
certainly could not entertain it, as applying to | 


the present period, or in the present circum- 
stances of the country, but as a measure, un- 
der the consideration he had alluded to, de- 
sirable at a future period. 


Lord REDESDALE defended the conduct of 
Government with respect to the militia, and 





— out to the committee the essential dif- | 


erence between the constitution of the militia 
force as a permanent peace establishment, and 
as formed for purposes of war. 
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Ireland to this, volunteered their Services tg 
assist them. Such a proceeding was not an 
infringement of the constitution, and wicked 
indeed would Ministers have been, did the 
refuse such offers. With respect to the Union 
no man could possibly approve that wished. 
for consummation more than himself. But to 
render it fully effectual, or better than a parch- 
ment record, the two countries should assim. 
late in every thing. He even thought there 
should be a clause in the present bill for their 
service in Ireland, as it is already done with 
regard to Scotland. He knew not what dif. 
ference there was between those countries, 
equally united to England, unless it was that 
the one required a voyage of about sixty miles 
to reach it. Were the services of the militia 


| Lords, to their respective counties, it may be 


a good police instituticn, but could never be 
an efficient military force. 


The Earl of Rapwor, in reply to the last 
speaker, enforced some of his former objec- 
tions, and contended that the original com- 
pact made with the militia had been violated. 


The Duke of CumBervanp protested 
against the idea that the militia were drafted 


. into the regiments of the line; the case was 


| very different, the act only enabled them to 


The Earl of WEstTmorELAND followed on ' 


the same ground, and defended the militia as _ 


constituted at present, in which form it ren- 
dered the most essential and glorious services 
to this country. He observed, one great ad- 
vantage derivable from the militia was, that it 
superseded the necessity of having recourse 
to a foreign service for defensive purposes. 
The principle upon which the clause objected 
to proceeded, was by no means new in the 
militia system; there were acts of Parliament 
which gave a suspending power with respect 
to a proof of qualification. He thought it 
better, as now proposed, to vest the Lord 
Lieutenants with a direct power in case of ne- 
cessity ; and he could not help observing, that 
the ideas suggested by the Noble Lords oppo- 
site, was rather an odd way of shewing their 
friendship for the militia. 


The Earl of Limericx could not refrain 
from making a very few observations on the 
present subject. He observed, that the cir- 
cumstance of the English militia serving in 
Ireland was noticed by certain Noble Lords in 
such a way, as if those troops were compelled 
by Government to go thither against their incli- 
nations: that, however, was very far from be- 
ing the case; the militia corps in this country 
felt for the situation of their loyal brethren in 
that country, and, with a zeal and alacrity 
which reflected eternal honour on them, and 


turn out as volunteers. 


The Earl of Carnarvon spoke at some 
length in explanation. 


The Earl of Limerick, in reply to an ob- 
servation of the last speaker, observed, that 
the officers of the militia in Ireland, with the 


| . . } 
| exception of the colonels, were not appointee 





would lastingly attach the loyal inhabitants of 


by the Crown, 


Lord Botton approved of the present we 
sure, but observed, he, as one of those om- 
cers authorized to act by the bill, popu 
feel himself justified in accepting the © vs 
of unqualified officers, except he should no 
be able to meet with officers qualified agen 
ing to the former regulations; of which, oe 
ever, his Lordship seemed to think there ¥ 
no danger. | 


The Marquis of Siico, adverting to tre 
constitution of the militia of EN 
plained, that the officers there were Te expe 
in the same way as in this country. : ais 
tiated on the firm attachment of Se est he 
general to Great Britain, and monte “ch at 
markable expression of the nationa etal ie 
the famous meeting of Dungannon yi. 
share the Hbertics of the British he o 
Lordship expressed his heart-felt — inet! 
what had fallen from the Royal Du evita , 
ing the reciprocal services of the 0 


| Great Britain and Ireland. 
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Lord Peruam defended the measure on the 
gencral grqunds adopted by Noble Lords at | 
his side of the house. 

After which, some further discussion took | 
placc, chiefly between the Earls of Radnor and 
Carnarvon, and Lord Hobart, in which the | 
last-ementioned Peer expressed his hope, that | 
in general the provision would be unnecessary, 
save in a few counties, where it may be found 
indispensable. 


The question was called for, when the | 
strangers were ordered to withdraw, pepara- | 
tory to a division, which, however, did not | 
take place. 

The remaining clauses of the bill were then | 
agreed to by the committee, and the House | 
resuming, ordered the report to be received | 
the next day. 





Bow ener —— 
ene — 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, April 4.—(See Minutes, p. 668.) 


[james TRoTTer. |—Mr. SHERIDAN ob- | 
served, that the prisoner could not be heard | 
again at the bar upon. the present charge, be- | 
cause he had been heard already. He thought | 
the two resolutions of his Hon. Friend (Mr. | 
Tierney) perfectly regular, and that there was 
no occasion at present to go beyond them: 
the substance of these resolutions was, that 
James Trotter, now in custody of the Ser- | 
jeant at Arms, having been duly summoned 
by the warrant of the Speaker, and the order 
ot the Chairman of the committee, and hav- 
ing disobeyed such warrant and order, had 
been guilty of a breach of the privilege. of the 
Mouse. This Mr. Tierney had moved. The | 
next with which he preposed to follow it up | 
was, * That the said James Trotter be com- 
“mitted to his Majesty’s gaol of Newgate.” 





—_-— 


| 





Mr. Bracce observed, that he had no wish 
upon this subject, but that the House should | 
conform to the principles of justice; he had | 
no concern with any of the parties; he hardly | 
knew the name of the individual who was | 
the subject of this motion; but he thought | 


the House had rendered it necessary to hear 


the prisoner again, from the course the House | } 


pursued when he was before them. ‘The | 
House need not have taken that course, for it 
had full power to act upon the Report of the 
committee, and to have committed the pri- | 
soner immediately; but the House had not 
done so, but ordered another course to be 
pursued, and which, in his opinion, varied the 
rr Which the House ought to pursue now; | 
rs — he thought it proper to hear the pri- 
. a ss because, by ordering the minutes 
oy B ace before the House, they had aggra- 
ven. € prisoner’s case, and he had not been 
m answer to that aggravation, 


Vou, II. | 
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! to pursue the subject*further. 
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Mr. TrERNEY observed, that as to the 
course now proposed, he should be ready to 
assent to it on certain conditions, which were 
He had no difs 
ficulty in giving way to every suggestion that 
might appear favourable to the individual now 
in custody; his great object was to get out 
the whole truth. It was now said there were 


| two charges against this man, and that he had 


been heard only upon one of them. He knew 
but of one charge against the prisoner, James 
Trotter, which was, that he had disobeyed 
the warrant of the Speaker of that House, 
and an order of the Chairman of a committee 
of that House; that was the charge against 
this person: it was, indeed, true, that that 
charge was strengthened by the evidence 
which had been laid before the House in ad- 
dition to the Report of the committee, which 
stated him to be incontempt. The only ques- 
tion upon the evidence was, whether it fur- 
nished ground for a more harsh or a more le- 
aient punishment than the House would have 
thought itself called upon to inflict, in case 
the whole matter had rested upon the Report 
of the committee ? But the House, if it heard 
the prisoner again, must, in justice, hear the 
party accusing him again; and the House, if 
they felt any inconvenience in thiscourse, would 
bear in mind that they brought it upon them- 
selves, for the course was for them to commit 
the prisoner to Newgate at once, upon the 
Report of the committee, by which he ape 
peared to be in contempt; and the House 


_ would recollect also, that as to the inconve- 


nience felt by the prisoner, it was also an in- 
convenience which he had wilfully brought 
upon himself. For his part, he felt that he 
was shewing a great deal of forbearance in 
not carrying this matter further, nor did he 
wish to press against this man any thing barshs 
but if this matter was pursued, and any other 
person was concerned in this most unfair pro- 
ceeding, he ought to be brought forward 
and properly punished. He thought it an in- 
teresting matter to the public, that all the ad- 
herents of this man and his abettors, and per- 
haps the founders of the plan by which the 

urposes of justice had been defeated, should 
be punished. The motion which he should 
regularly make, after the present one was dis- 
yosed of, would be, that James Trotter be 
now sent to Newgate. If he should hereafter 
petition that he may have an opportunity of 
being hear2 to explain away any misconcep- 
tion he may say had been entertained on hig 


' case, he should wish the House to hear the 


petition ; but if that should be done, he now 
gave distinct notice that he should lay in his 
claim to be heaid on the other side. He 
should propose :o0 examine witnesses, and to 
bring home very serious charges, he believed, 
against some other persons, some of high sta- 
tion. He had reason to believe that this would 
distinctly appear if the matter was inquired 
into, and that was + aang which he had 
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much more desire to pursue than the punish- 
ment of this :ndividual. He now only should 
move that (hs person should ve committed 
to Newgate; but if Trotter took his advice 
as a friend, he would go to Newgate and stay 
a while quietly there, and stir no further in 
the matter. In point of public justice, more 
ought to be done in this business than he was 
now doing. He should now move, that James 
Trotter, having been duly summoned with 
the Speaker’s warrant and Chairman’s order, 
&c. and disobeyed such warrant and order, 
has been guilty of a breach of the privilege of 
this House. 


The question was put and carried nemine 
coniradicenie. 


The Speaker then suggested, that the lat- 
ter part of the vote, that of its being nemine 
contradicente, ought not to be entered, lest it 
should imply a doubt upon a matter which 
was clear, and have some effect upon future 
proceedings: by entering these words nemine 
contradicente, 1t might seem as if the House 
thought a case might happen in which dis- 


obedience to the warrant of the Speaker was | 


not a breach of privilege, and so the autho- 
rity of the House might be weakened in fu- 
ture, by endeavouring to mark this particular 
case: every disobedience to the warrant of the 
Speaker, or order of a Chairman of a commit- 
tee of that House, was a clear breach of pri- 
vilege, and therefore there was no propriety 
in marking one case more than another, in 
the event of such disobedience; the vote upon 
them always ought to pass nemine contradi- 
cente, but never to be so emered, lest it 
might bring a doubt where there ought to be 
none. 


The House immediately adopted this sug- 
gestion from the Chair, and the words nem. 
con. Were left out. 


Mr. TierNeEyY then moved, * That the said 
* James Trotter be, for his said offence, com- 
* mitted to his Majesty’s gaol of Newgate.”’ 


Mr. Bracce observed, that he had heard 
nothing which had changed his opinion rela- 
tive to the course which the House ought ul- 
timately to take in this proceeding. He had 
said, that in substance there were now two 
charges against. this person instead of one: 
1st, that he had disobeyed the summons’of 
that House; adly, that he had wilfully, and 
irom corrupt motives, been guilty of a teach 
of the privileges of that House: the latter 
was totally di8tinct from the former; to one 
of which the man had been heard, to the 
other he had not; for the one therefore he 
ought to be punished without further discus- 
sion, for the other he ought to be heard be- 
fore he was punished at ali. The Hon. Gent. 
whose motion was now before the House, had 


e.-, 
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a right to say, that thus absenting himself 
was a crime of considerable Magnitude, and 
that it was aggravated by what appeared on 
the minutes of the committee, which had 
been laid before the House; but then he could 
not help thinking that the man ought to be 
heard as to the matter of aggravation: but 
the Hon. Gent. said, he had no cb’‘ection to 
the prisoner’s producing evidence in his de- 
fence; now if he did not object to his pro- 
ducing evidence in his defence, how could he 
object to the man’s being heard in his defence? 
But he said, that if Trotter was advised to 
make any further defence, the other side 
must have an opportunity of offering evi- 
| dence. Now, this he could not assent to; he 
thought it impossible to hear any more cvi- 
dence upon the subject. It was impossible to 
hear any further evidence, even on behalf of 
the prisoner himself, because the House had 
already, by voting that the prisoner had been 
guilty of a breach of privilege, decided that 
he must be punished, and the House could 
not hear any evidence against that decision. 
Still, as to the quantum of the punishment, 
he thought that the man ought to be heard, 
not by witnesses; he never had an idea of 
that, because they could not be upon oath, 
and their testimony could not be received 
against that which was upon oath, and now 
before the House; but he might be allowed 
to address the House for himself, upon the 
matter urged against him as aggravation, for 
upon that he had not been heard. The Hon. 
Gent. stated, that the absence of this man 
was a crime—that he admitted; and he 
thought upon the evidence, that the absence 
must be taken to be wilful. The Hon. Gent. 
seemed to take this matter up on behalf of 
some of the parties: he had no knowledge 0! 
that sort; he knew nothiag of the case, fur- 
ther than as it appeared from the evidence on 
the table. But the Hon. Gent. took a more 
active part, and seemed to speak from further 
informatior, and to say there were others 
be implicated in this matter, if further inquire’ 
into: be then said, that if this man should at 
any time petition the House to be sagen 
he should move another inquiry. Now ue 
would be going farther than he thoug'’ 
the Hon, Gent. ought to go. Howeveh 
the prisoner was brought up and ona 
Bragge said his purpose would be answerc™ 


Mr. Tierney said, he did not see — 
advantage this man could have by yi 
at the bar of the House, if he was not s Aonet 
to give evidence; for how, without ev 
& ? . f the House 
| could he hope to alter the feeling 0! ingot 
-upon the case? He had no objection "| 
i i in behalf of this unto” 
| dence being given in be D + on him 
nate man, for it was not pana devee 
| that was his main object—he wante¢ dered bY 
‘lope the scene. He had been en as if 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. who ge as ce sinessi 
was some agent of the parti¢s in this 


















































cpidmmaiaieesmumens 


- 
) 
; 





Se 


en 


on { 


be ‘ 
mor 
and 
adr 
Ing | 
Wha 
agai 
have 
and 
riou 
agai 
had 
and 
Gre 























Mr. 
ed. 


what 

ve ard 

pwed 
ences 
{ouse 
» erie 
forts 
» him 
de yer 


od by 


ines 


ee 


emma unil 


ee ATONE RO 


1509 ] 


he was no such character. He certainly did | 
hear from Sir John Henderson the nature of | 
this case; aud he knew no reason whatever | 
why a Member of Parliament should not hear | 
the case of a party aggrieved, who came to| 
the House to ask redress—as a Member of | 
Parliament he addressed the House on such a | 
case. As to taking an active part cither one | 
way or the other, he saw no impropriety in | 
that, so that a man followed the conviction of | 
hisown mind. He denied that he took upon | 
himself this matter as an agent of a party. 
The Rt. Hon. Gent. ought to recollect, that 
none of this matter of aggravation was recom- 
mended at first by him; ror the course which 
he advised was, that the House ought to pro- 
ceed immediately upen the Report of the com- 
mittee, which course, bad the House taken 
it, would have saved all the trouble which 
must now be taken. Under these impressions, 
he could not help feeling a little sore, under 
the idea of being called upon in this manner: 
he shoulki repeat, that he had reason to be 
perfectly convinced, that if this matter was 
followed up, certain foul proceedings would 
appear, and facts would come out against 
some very high persons; and he thought, that | 
instead of accusing him of going further than | 
he ought, some parties ought to thank him 
for his lenity. 


Mr. BRAGGE saw no reason why the Hon. 
Gent. should feel sore at any thing that was 
said; there was nothing intended to hurt him. | 
If he knew of any underhand proceeding in 
this business, he might make it the subject of 
a substantive motion: all that was said upon 
that by him was, that the Hon. Gent. seemed 
to have some information from one of the par- 
ties in this proceeding. Mr. Bragge retained 
his opinion that Trotter ought to be heard 
upon the subject-matter of the aggravation of 
his case, because upon that matter he had not 
been heard at all; but that he could call no 
witnesses. 





Mr. SHeripan differed from both the Hon. 
Gent. who had spoken on the subject, both 
on the former day, and the present occasion, 
for he thought that the matter ought now to 
be concluded. The prisoner could have no 
more to say, for he had been heard already, 
and his crime stood established, and was even 
admitted by himself. But as to evidence be- 
ing g ven on the part of this man’s accuser, 
what would that be but trying this Cause over 
again; and, perhaps, implicating parties who 
have not had an opportunity of being heard, 
and perhaps, too, upon charges of a very se- 
rious nature? ‘This would be bringing forward 
again the whole case of the election, which 
had been already decided by the committee, 


and would be : ey of Me 
Grenville’s ee the authority of Mr 


Mr. Frawx Lane thought that the proposed 
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inquiry would not encroach upon the provi- 
sions of Mr. Grenville’s bill, because this was 
not an inquiry into the merits of the election, 
which had been settled Ly the committee, and 
whose decision was not to be reviewed by the 
House; butit was an inquiry into collateral 
matter, which the provisions of Mr. Gren- 
ville’s bill did not touch,-and in which the 
Ilouse was at liberty to proceed according to 
its usage, as if Mr. Grenville’s bill had never 
passed. 


The question was then put, that the said 
James Trotter, for his said offence, be com- 
mitted to his Majesty’s gaol of Newgate.—Cr- 
dered mew. cone 











= Saw 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Wednesday, April 6.—(Sce Minutes, p. 668.) 


[MILITIA OFFICERS’ BILL.—Lord Ho- 
BART moved the third reading of the militia 
officers’ bill. 


The Earl of Rapnor took the opportunity 
to propose some flight amendments in certain 
parts of the bill, which were agreed to by the 
House. 


The bill being read a third time, 

The Earl of Rapnor rove to propose the 
introduction of a clause by way of rider to 
the bill, the particulars of which he stated to 
their Lordships; but the leading effect he de- 
scribed, would be to restore the command of 
those companies to the field officers of the 
militia corps, of which, by the regulations 
not long since adopted, they were deprived, 
but which were still held by officers of cor- 
responding rank in regiments of the line. In 
recommending the clause to the adoption of 
the House, his Lordship recapitulated some 
of his former observations on the proceedings 
with respect to the militia, and urged, that 
besides tending so far to restore the militia to 
its original constitutional principle, it would 
diminish the difficulty of finding officers pro- 
perly qualified, by lessening the number of 
captains in each corps. The Noble Earl also 
made some observations with respect to the 
subordinate parts of the clause, and concluded 
by regularly moving for its adoption. 


Lord Hospart felt himself called upon, 
under the present circumstances, to resist the 
adoption of the proposed clause. In the first 
place, he observed, it would directly contro- 
vert a legislative provision made in the last 
session of Parliament, by which that altera- 
tion, proposed after a dye consideration of 
the point, was deemed advisable. The efs 
fect of that regulation, which he thought 
likely to be advantageous, had not yet had 
an opportunity of experiencing ; 2nd he was 
- opinion, that, t OK such an apportunity 

y . 
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should be given. Nor was this the only ob- 
jection he. entertained against the clause; it 
would go, in a great degree, to render ineffi- | 
¢acious one of the leading provisions of the | 
bill itself, as it would so tar give a greater la- | 
titude to the power of the Lord Lieutenants | 
in these respects, than was in the contempla- | 
tion of the bill. The Noble Secretary here | 
described the effect and intention of that part 
of the bill to which he alluded, and having 
argumentatively enforced the above points, 
concluded by observing, he felt it his duty to 
eppose thaclause moved by the Noble Earl. 
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_ Earl Spencer delivered his sentiments on 
the question at some length, in the course of 
which he expatiated on the importance of the 
militia as a constitutional defensive force, and 
expressed his regret at the alterations which 
had been la ely made in that system. He 
thought tie bill before the House, in that point 
of v.ew, one of considerable importance, and, 
with respect to it, he must observe, that no 
ease of necessity for it had been made out by 
Ministers, which he thought should have been 
done before they cauld be justified in calling 
upon the Legislature to adopt provisions so 
contradictory to the constitutional principles 
of the militia as originally established. On 
these general grounds, he was inclined to sup- 
port the proposition of the Noble Earl, whose 
particular observations in recommendation of 
the clause his Lordship also enforced. 


The question was then put, the proposed 
clause was rejected, and the bill read a third 
time and passed, and a message sent to ac- 
quaint the Commons therewith. 







ee ee ee ee eee 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Wednesday, April 6. (See Minutes, p. 669.) 


[CLERGY NON-RESIDENCE BILL. ]—Sir 
Wituiam Scotr addressed the House upon 
the nature of the bill he meant to offer to 
the consideration of Parliament. 
was not his intention to trespass on the House 
any length of time, as the subject had under- 
gone much discussion at various times; but 
he considered it necessary to observe, that 
ever since the establishment of religion in this 


country, there were existing laws which regu- | 


lated the national church, and these laws pos- 
sessed. considerable merit, and evinced the 
wisdom of those legislators who framed them, 
and which enforced the clergy to give the 
strictest attention to the duties of the church, 
as well as allowing a certain provision to ren- 
der her members ta every respect comfortable. 
But these ancient laws had for centuries lain’ 
dormant. There were also several acts of a 
‘more recent date; in Lord Bacon’s time, laws 
were framed for the regulation of the clergy ; 
the letter and spirit of them were nearly the 


He said it} 
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had also lain dormant till within these five 
years, since which time they have been 
brought into use, and, he was sorry to say, to 
the injury of many worthy men. Among the 
members of the church of England, he had 
to contemplate with pleasure many characters 
who were the highest henour to the nation; 
men of simple habits, amiable dispos tion, 
and laborious life, who were liable to feel the 
effect of one of these old statutes, and who 
would rather redeem themselves with nioncy, 
than suffer the exposure which an information 
founded on the act of Henry VII. would en- 
force. Notwithstanding, it was his wish that 
some measure should be adopted to make the 
clergy attentive to the duties of the church. 
As the laws stood at present, relative to the 
duty of clergymen, they doubtle:s contained 
much defect ; and it was high time to do what 
my Lord Coke had recommended above a 
hundred and fifty years ago, that was, to re- 
vise the statutes applicable to the regulation 
of the church. By the advice of his fricnds 
he had undertaken to give this subject serious 
| consideration, and it would give him consi- 
derable pleasure, if he could serve a respect- 
able class of men, consistently with the safcty 
of religion and the morality of the country. 
| Cn a former occasion, when this subject was 
discussed, he had expressed his wish that time 
should be given to deliberate on the bill thea 
before the House; but every Member musi 
recollect what a mob of bills rushed througo 
the House, in the last agony of passing; \« 
he did not expect that the former bill wor 
have been one of them. With respect to vr 
present bill, he would inform the House ¢Xp! 
citly, that it is fundamentally the same as u° 
former bill. ‘The bill he was about to svom' 
to the wisdom of the House, couiined 
exemption to several persous; whether this 
was right he would leave the House to cece’, 
He had not made any provision for the pv’ 
chial clergy, not but it would be right to i 
so, but he thought it ought to come trom a 
ther quarter. It was his wish that the a 
sonage-houses should be put in prope Iv? / 
for the reception of their proper Mhao’ “rae 
from the great decay these dwellings 3G b&-" 
| suffered to go into, many clergymen So" 
'under the necessity of residing at a grees 
| tance from their duty. As to those benence 
to which there is no house attached, te 
| provision ought to be made to . ssid 
clergy more comfortable. W ith respec ‘Cae. 
the Leasned Gent. to the small benese™ 
something has been done by Mr. Gilbert oe 
but he thought it had not gone far sage ; 
be of real service to this order of the 7 a 
The method he should propose Ww? eutt 
' that Government should advance 4 oi of 
of money, as a fund, to mend the eke het 
curates; this he thought necessary vty labo 
ter support of those numerous, new moralitY 
rious men, on whom the religion anc , 
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, recital of the gloomy stories which had been 
communicated to him, of the extreme distress 
these gentlemen have suffered since the act of 
Henry Vil. has been put in force, as it has 
been the means of their losing those livings 
which just gave them bread. ‘The letters he 
had received from clergymen of this descrip- 
tion, who are now in the greatest misery, 
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not wound the feelings of the House, by any | had been since made to Parliament for ad- 
‘ditional assistance, and repeated sums voted 


by the House for the suppoit of the West 
India trade. Different periods had also been 
mentioned for the repayment of the money 
advanced by Government; but the House 
well knew that it had been a promise without 
a performance. A large sum of money was 
granted in the year 1799, for the service of 








Lb § affected his mind much; he therefore hoped | our West India connexion, and not long after 
, a gome measure would be adopted by the wis-| this period an application was made for a 
, dom of Parliament to relieve their necessities. | longer time to repay the borrowed sums, He 
: The alteration of Queen Anne’s act has mace | was ready to acknowledge that he had no 
t some progress to relieve the evil of small bene- | objection to the West India security, but he 
. | fices, and it would be a matter of future con- | thought their applications grew upon us; we 
1, sideration, whether it would not be better to | therefore ought to be cautious how we make 
e | 3 consolidate Queen Anhe’s bounty for the ad- | use of the public money. And he did not 
rt vantage of small livings. He had not made | doubt but every Member in the House was 
at ; any provision for the sister church, if that | acquainted with.this fact, that year aiter year 
a 4 might be called the sister church, which was | application has been made to pay the St. 
e- 13 identically the same. The Learned Member | Vincent’s and Grenada loan, and that the appli- 
On ; said he had nothing farther to observe at pre- | cation was always granted without much oppo- 
ds . eenton the bill; but he hoped that it might go | sition. He must acknowledge that it appeared 
us through a committee after the recess, as it |to him that the longer the planters had our 
Si- possibly may be better regulated in a com- | money, the period for repaying it was farther 
ct. | mittee than on a first reading.—If, on the lremoved. It was his opinion, that the money 
ty perusal of the bill, the House should express | might have been employed much better than 
ry. their satisfaction, he should be happy that he sending it to the most vulnerable part of the 
vae had been the means of rendering an effectual | worid; indeed the late attacks which have 
me service to a large and valuable body of gentle- | been made on the West India islands, as well 
hen : men, who have been much disturbed within | as their internal inquietude, do not promise 
us! these few years, by the letter of an old act of | much return for éur assistance: it is therefore 
age Parliament.—But if the bill should be found, | necessary that the House should consider the 
ye by the good sense of the House, not to an- value of our money, and the many valuable 
wid swer the intended purpose, he should be one | uses to which it may be applied, before they 
che oi the first to relinquish it. He however | vole it away for the support of an unprofitable 
ipl hoped, that it would be found calculated to | connexion. He had long been of opinion, that 
te i answer every purpose for which it was design- | property was not to be considered safe in that 
omit ed; therefore he should move for leave to | country, and it would be extremely impolitic 
} an bring in a bill for preventing spiritual persons | on the part of Government, to lend large sums 
thie from holding farms, and to enforce their re- | of money for foreign use: in his mind it would 
cide sidence on their benefices. | be a dangerous practice, and if often carried 
S240 into effect, the nation would feel its bad conse- 
0 69 wp rm TY Be st | quences. It had been rumoured that this money 
ane HOUSE OF COMMONS. | was smepioyed for various purposes fore'gn to 
sae Thursday, April 7. (See Minutes, p» 669.) its. intended application, but he did not mean 
cpa ge: a 4 | to say there was any truth in the report: the 
ants: . [GRENADA LOAN.]—-The icport of the! only object he had in view, was a proper 
Lect Grenada loan bill was taken into consideration, | application of the public money: he thoaithe 
were with the amendments, and ordeied to be read | that if cur money was employed in our ae 
td a second time. country, it would answer the purpore of Gu- 
efrcet eee _ | vernment better than in giving it to the West 
gore tr. WILBERFORCE rose, and entered into | India islands. If he could judge fram the 
p tHe a long account of our first connexion with the | conduct of Government, it was their wish to 
, said West India planters: he observed, that what- get rid of the public money. These, he said 
efices: ever might have been the wisdom and policy | were his candid sentiments on the Grenada 
Ys acts ot Government in giving their support to those | loan bill; and instead of advancing any addi- 
igh t9 planters at one period, he did not think it | tional sums of money to the West India 
Jegy: politic to continue it at the present time./ planters, we ought to lose no time in gettin 
id bes When the measure was first discussed in the | back the money we have already advanced, r 
e sum House, Parliament were informed, that the , 
nds © money applied for would be very scon repaid,| The CHAncELtor of the Excuraver said, 
ne ht and that the House would not be troubled | he was sure it must have been felt by the 
, labo with any futare application for money; but} House, while his Hon. Friend was speakin 
oralit] fvery Member in the House must know that | that a great part of his argument was aicivenind 
wo! ad not been the case: repeated applications | to them against the policy of the aicasure it. 
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be supposed to bear on the measure now be- 


ris] 


self, and not to the circumstances of Grenada | respect was unfounded. His Hon. Friend | 
sand St. Vincent’s, either in the year 1795, or | also observed, that Government 
at present. His Hon. Friend had said, that by | know whether the money alr ady 


some Gentlemen that aid had been represented | 
as a profitable and lucrative application of the | 
public money, and his Hon. Friend had stated 

it as money lent out at interest to those per- | 
cons who were the objects of it. He thought | 
indeed it was both profitably and lucratively 
laid out at interest, but not in the way stated | 
by his Hon. Friend, who had said some things | 
which he could not hear from him without 
regret, particularly as the statement was made 
by one of so much general correctness of judg- 
ment. <A great part ‘of the arcument of his 
Hon. Friend went to underrate the value of 
the object, for which this aid was given tothe | 
trade of Grenada and St. Vincent’s, and he 
had suggested that it was employed in a differ- 
ent way from that which was professed to 
have been the object of it; that it had been 
employed on the subject of the slave-trade, or | 
cultivation for extending that traffic. Now, | 
Mr. Addington said, he hoped, let the senti- | 
ments of that House be what they might on 

the slave-trade, it had not made up its mind | 
to do any thing that was unfavourable to the | 
prosperity of any of our West India-colonies. 
Did his Hon. Friend not recollect that every 
hogshead of sugar, and every puncheon of 
rum, and every other article of the produce of 
our West Jadia colonies was material to us, as 
it tended to sustain the public credit of this 
country, by contributing its share in defraying 
our expenditure? Did his Hon. Friend not 
recollect, and feel how much the West India 
trade in general contributed to the maintenance 
of the maritime strength of this country? He 
was persuaded, that his Hon. Friend would 
upon refiection feel the weight of these obser- 
vations, and he was confident that the House 
would not suffer any considerations, even of 
humanity, to mix with the consideration of 
policy to which he had adverted, as it might 





fore the House; and in this he was confident 
he should have the concurrence of his* Hon. 
Friend, tor he was confident it was possible 
for many who wished for the abolition of the 
slave-trade, to attach the highest importance 
to our West India colonies and trade; but his 
Hon. Friend stated the danger which might 
arise igor Government lending money to per- 
sons over whom it might afterwards have an 
infiuence.—Could this be seriously stated in 
the House of Commons ?—Was this a loan from 
Government to ipdividuals ?—No; it was an 
aid given by Parliament to a particular part of 
trade connected with the public interest of the 
state. The sum was voted not by Govern- 
ment, but by the House of Commons, to in- 
dividuals not connected with Government, to 
be distributed, and security taken for the re- 
payment of it, not by Government, but by 
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had 

OURPT to 

advanced 

under this bill had been properly applied or 

not; whether some of the parties had not 

made use of it for the purposes of extending 

the cultivation of other iands besides those 

_ that were in a state of cultivation at the time 
when this bill was first introduced? To this 

the answer was, that it was the duty of the 





persons appointed for that office by Parliament; 





so that his Hon. Friend’s apprehension in that 


[is:4 


commissioners appointed to act under the au. 
thority of.the bill, to see that the aid of Par- 
liament should not be improperly applied; 
and he did not think it proper to apply it to 
the purposes of extended cultivation; but, as 
to the security of repayment of the money 
granted under the authority of this legislative 
measure, he could assure his Hon. Fiend, 
that Government had taken great pains to 
ascertain whether the parties were able to 
discharge the engagements they entered into 
on receiving this aid; and they were, as they 
ought to be, perfectly satisfied with the result 
of that inquiry, which was made by commis- 
sioners acting under the authority of that 
House. But it appeared also, from equal au- 
thority, that the individuals to whom the ac- 
commodation was granted, could not, without 
incurring more than inconvenience, discharge 
their engagements in the present year. “What 
then was now asked? Not a renewal of aid, 
but a continuance of indulgence, from the last 
session of Parliament for one year longer. 
What was the proposition in regard to the in- 
dulgence already granted? That 200,000/. 
out of the remaining sum should be discharged 
in the course of one year, and the same sum 
in the following year, so that the whole will 
be discharged in three years from the presen 
time. It was to be recollected that one third 
was discharged already, together with an 10- 
terest, not to call it lucrative, but a limited 
interest of 5 per cent. and if the House would 
refer to the price of sugar at the time thi» 
indulgence was first granted, and the price bei 
for the last two years, they would see clea 
the ground on which that indulgence 9 
granted. ‘The House had already acted on 
ground that extraordinary indulgence Me 
to be shewn, and in so doing the House 
proceeded with caution. In the present om 
sion of Parliament, a bounty had been grante’ 
on the exportation of sugar, in geek ig 
of the low price, occasioned by a glut n the 
market at home, from the arrival of a 
cargoes from the West Indies. Under t . : 
circumstances those who suffered in op 
spect, did so more than formerly, and "as 
stated to the House all the circumstances 
which it appeared, that by an ordinary P'" 
; fF 200,00° 

of sugar, they will be able to pay © eect 
in the present year, and a similar Nees years 
of the succeeding years, so that in thr rsons 
the whole of the engagement of these Pt the 
with the public.will be fulfilled; Be. would 
question now was; whether the Ho 
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continue the measure which had been already 
adopted for so many years with so much ad- 
yaniage, or Would contract its disposition, and 
subiéct these gentlemen, and all the property, 
perhaps, of Jamaica, to something more than 
incenven’erce’ Ue thought with his Hon. 
Friced, that this was an occasion which called 
for the vigilance of the House; not for its 
jealousy, but its attention, for there was no- 
thing to suspect, but much to encourage ; and 
on a view of all the circumstances of this case, 
he was convinced that the House would not 
only act liberally, but wisely, by acceding to 
the present proposition, 


Sir Ropert Prev said, he was relieved 
from a considerable anxicty by what the House 
had just heard from the Minister ; for it was a 
subiect that interested him greatly, and he did 
conccive it to be a subject, which, if discussed 
by men competent to that discussion, would 
appear in proportion as it was discussed, im- 
portant and interesting, not merely to the 
West Indies, and to persons concerned in that 
trade, but to the people at large of the com- 
munity in which we live, and even the great 
landed interest of this, not less than any other 
class of persons: it was therefore on this prin- 
ciple that he defended and supported the 
measure now before the House. What gave 
rise to this loan ?—he did not call it a°grant. 
Was it an unwise and imprudent speculation 
of a set of men who had no interest in the 
welfare of this country, with whom the mea- 
sure originated ? No; had it not been made ap- 
pear that it was a measure of the wisest policy, 
to protect our property in the West Indies, at 
atime when, without it, perhaps, it would 
have been questionable, whether Government 
itself could have done so?—There was no 


blame attached to Government in consequence ' 


of that state of things at that time in the West 
Indics; it arose from circumstances which 
were unavoidable. He spoke with perfect in- 
dependence upon this subject; tor he did not 
so much as know the gentlemen who solicited 
the assistance of Parliament.—They applied 
for pecuniary aid from the House, not to in- 
cur any expense to this country, but merely 
for aid until their own affairs should come 
round; and in the granting of which the 
ereatest advantage might be derived to the 
trade of the West Indies, which was so mate- 
nal to the whole of this empire. He was not 
only well convinced of the propriety of this 
application to Parliament, but he was also 
surprised very much they did not come for- 


ward with claims of a much stronger nature ; | 


that they did not apply to be reimbursed some 
losses which they sustained in consequence of 
a certain pressure which came on them.—The 
claim they brought forward was, in his opi- 
nion, moderate, nor was it an appeal to the 
humanity of the Legislature, or to the feelings 
of individuals, but an application to the good 
*ns¢ and the justice of those who were best 
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acquainted with the true and enlarged interests 
of this country. The Legislature saw it in 
that light, and afforded assistance to the per- 
sons who mace the application; in which it 
had acted wisely, for he had ever considered 
that West India property was a part cof the 
interest of this country, and which bad a per- 
fect claim to the protection ot Government. 
It was immaterial to him whether the produce 
of it was consumed here or tn any other part 
of the globe; it was enough for him that it 
constituted part of the strength, as indeed it 
did the sinew, which was the marine strength 
of this country; for it was impossible not to 
know that our ships of war derived much of 
their vigour from this trade; and those who 
conceived ‘that the landed Interest of this 
country was not intimately connected with 
this intcrest, were but superficial politicians, 
One would have imagined from some things 
ithrown out in the course of discussing this 
| measure, that Government had been flippant 
| in lending this money, when, in fact, Govern- 
ment acted in a manner that did it the greatest 
'credit, and by which they removed a very 
considerable embarrassment, not only from 
| Grenada and St. Vincent’s, but from this 
| country itself, which must have been ultimate- 
| ly affected if this measure had not been adopt- 
ed. The measure had hitherto been attended 
by the best effects, and by no inconveniences; 
but if the Hon. Gent. (Mr. Wilbertorce), by 
| the exertion of his talents, should impress the 
| Louse with an idea that this measure was an 
| improper one, he would do an act of great 








mischief, because he would do an injury to 
the trade and manufacture of this country, for 
indeed they derived great support from the 
trade which this bill was calculated to protect; 
and he should be very sorry indeed to see any 
Ministers in this country inattentive to these 
perme nvr yat7 He conceived this measure 
calculated for the interest of the whole, not a 
| part, of cur community. It had been said, 
| that our property in the West Indies was of a 
| precarious nature. Good God! that was the 
' strongest reason upon earth why it should be 
_ assisted in time of need by the strong arm of 
_ Government. If it could not be supported 
without our aid, then they had a double claim 
—one upon our policy, the other on our 
justice. In whatever light he considered this 
measure, it met his entire approbation, al- 
_though he should always be glad to see this, 
as well as every other matter, watched and 
examined. 


Dr. LAweEnceE said, he had not heard any 
| thing to convince him that our support to the 
| West India trade would be injurious to this 
/country. A loan had been granted from time 
to time; it was a principle that had been acted 
upon with great benefit to this nation; and he 
considered it the duty of Government to pro- 
tect the West India trade. If we were to 
withdraw eur support, he would ask what 
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would become of the natives, a numerous 
body of persons who were now employed to 
prepare those articles of commerce, which 
form an important part of our trade? The 


islands would be in a dreadful state of confu- | 


sion and misery, and every tie in nature would 
be separated and destroyed, by men not far 
removed from savages. We have already had 
a proof of the sanguinary conduct of the 
blacks in that quarter ofthe world; and if they 
cannot be employed by their cwners, in con- 
sequence of the want of that support we at 
present give to their trade, every thing that is 
miserable mustattend them. But he was sure 
that the House would continue their support 
ta that trade, which was of the utmost im- 
portance to the country. 


Mr. JOuNSTONE observed, that it had been 
said that the West India security was doubt- 
ful; but it must be recollected that two Lon- 
don merchants of great eminence had also 
given security for the money advanced by Go- 
vernment to the West India planters. ‘The 
landed interest and the monied interest of the 
country were inseparable, and therefore if one 
felt an injury, the other must. He was of 
opinion, that the West India merchants had 
not received our money and support, as an 
induigence, but had asked for the lean, asa 
claim. 


General GAscoyne supperted the bill: he 
said, he was rather astonished at the opposi- 
tion which it had received from some quarters, 
particularly when it was considered what sums 
had been advanced, not lent, to the Sierra 
Leone Company. He was much surprised at 
some observations which had fallen from an 
Sion. Gent. respecting the precarious. state of 
the West India islands. .Such observations 
were always dangerous, and he hoped they 
would not be used in future. 


The report was then agreed to, and the bill 


was ozdejed to be read a third time on the roth | 


of April. 






HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wednesdaj, April ro. (See Minutes, p. 670.) 


[NotTiInGHAM ELECTION.]-—-Mr, H. 
Browne rose to make his intended mo- 
tion. Having had the honour of being chair- 
man of the committee, it was in compliance 
with their wish, and fram the full conviction 
of his own mind, he brought forward this 
measure. He disclaimed any idea gf proposing 
it with a view to criminate any individuals. 
The bill he intended to move far, f. was aware, 
was a strong measure; but the facts that had 
been proved before the committee, and which 
bad been long enough printed to afford Gent. 
an opportunity of becoming acc ,:inted with 
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them, shewed the necessity of making some 


j 
; 


alteration in the government of Nottingham. 


That House was particularly cailed upon to 
interfere, because the freedom of election had 
been grossly violated by outrages committed, 
'not alone during last election, but on many 

other occasions, because the lives.and proper- 

ties of the inhabitants could not be secure 
Without some effectual measure to guard 
_ against a repetition of the same violence. The 
| outrages committed during the last election, 
| had been attended with such circumstances of 
atrocity, as to induce the committee to make 
a special report. In compliance with the de- 
sire of the committee, he had, on a former 
occasion, moved for a suspension of the 
Speaker’s writ till the report should be further 
considered ; and under the same authority he 
proposed to move now for a farther suspen- 
sion till the bill could pass through the House. 
The bill would not go to disfranchise nor to 
'criminate any persons, it would operate only 
{to enable Government to place the power of 
preserving the peace of Nottingham in proper 
hands, and would go no farther than a bill for 
appointing magistrates at Westminster. The 
object of it was to give to the magistrates of 
the county the same power which the magts- 
trates of the city of Nottingham had; to re- 
store to them a power which they possessed 

before the charter of incorporation was grant- 
'ed to Nottingham. He should not trouble the 
| House longer, but reserve himself to answer 
| any objections that might be advanced. against 
| his motion. He therefore moved for leave to 
‘bring in a bill for preserving the peace, an 
isecuring the freedom of election at Not- 
tingham, 








' 


} 
| Mr. Prerreront observed, that since he 
had the honour of a seat in the House, he haa 
not trespassed on its indulgence. If his fec!- 
ings could be known, it would be believes 
with what reluctance he now obtruded _ 
self upon it. He had been called to the 0a 
tion of Nottingham, and he was sorry to *@? 
that the most viclent excesses took place there, 
and continued during the election.—The oe 
gistrates had been guilty of the most shame" 
negligence, and if they had not piste 
they ‘had certainly continued ienaeners 7 
spectators of outrages that were a disgrace | 
aay civilized country. 


Mr. Fox did not rise to oppose the bill, but 


he wished to call the attention of the — 
to the state in which the Report wren by a 
thought it should not be prepossess¢ et ble 
counts from any quarter, however aa Pierre 
If the report of the Hon. Gent. (Mr. 


" hamefully 
pont) was true, the committee had shan 


. e t 
abandoned its duty, in not reporting ash 
gistrates to have incurred the severe 


imself be- 
versions of the House. He omg seanattes of 
stowed the closest attention on ding 


the minutes, and the result was, acco 
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the best effort of his judgment, a conviction 
that the mayor was not guilty. If the military 
were necessary, did he not, he asked, call 
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criminality was irrelevant. It was now only 
to be considered whether sufficient ground 
had been laid for the measure proposed. The 


them in on every proper oceasion? Did he | committee had, by their Report, informed the 


not go to Mr. Coke’s committee, and consult 
with them? Did he not do every thing but 
surround the booth with armed man? Did he 





House that scenes had passed during the last 
election at Nottingham, of the greatest out- 
rage, by which the freedom of election was 


refuse to make constables for either side, from | grossly violated; that no effectual means had 
a partiality for the other? Did he not, on the | been taken to put a stop to the riots; that the 


contrary, appoint al! proper persons that were 


proposed to him as additional constables ? | 


magistrates of Nottingham had proved inade- 


quate to discharge the trust delegated to them 


Did he not offer to do every thing in his | by high authority. In such a case it could not 
power, but what would have deserved the | be contended that the Crown might not depute 


severest animadversion of the House? 
bill was besides founded, as the Hon. Mover 
accurately stated, on the habitual riots at 
Nottingham. ‘fhat riots existed there at for- 
mer elections, was well known} and that such 
riots were always on the part of the interest 
adverse to the corporation. If on such occa- 
sious they had not been able to suppress the 
disturbauces, it was a strong presumptive 
evidence that the magistrates had not been 
guilty of neglect at the late election, Ag to 
the nature of the bill, the committee seemed 
to have decided the guilt, with a view to direct 
the proceedings of the House. But the con- 
duct of the magistrates was not materially 
ailected by the substance of the resolution. 
‘Their incapacity to preserve the peace must 
have arisen from a defect of duty or of means, 
it from the former, it would be proper to in- 
troduce others, better disposed to their duty ; 
¢ from the latter, it would require a remedy 
of another nature—to enlarge the means. ‘The 
case was not a new one, More than one had 
occurred of a like nature. In every such ins 
stance, remedial bills were enacted, but the 
magistrates never were altered. ‘The Hon. 
Mover admitted it was a severe measure; but 
he affirmed it would not go to disfranchise 
any one. It was only to restore the nights 
of the county magistrates, before the char- 
ter was granted. How x could restore, by 
overturning the charter, he could not .con- 
ceive. It would be for the House to see, 
whether or not the bill provided any remedy. 
Che magistrates appeared to him to have ce 
tvery thing in their power, except what, if 
they had dared to do, he trusted there was yet 
spirit enough in the House to punish with just 
and merited Severity. He trusted this country 
should never witness such an election as a 
naval officer had stated once in that House to 
have been made of some officers at Brussels, 
in the hollow square of the French army. It 
“ppeared that the mayor had not been guilty 
but in not calling in the military, and he was 
sure the magistrates of the county would be 
€qually incapable of such a preposition. He 
did not deny that a remedy was necessary, 


and on that account he would not oppose the 
Motion, 


Mr. Bond would not follow the Hon. Gent. 


a Poe a sat down. Every question of 





This | others, or that the power should continue 


vested exclusively in these who had already 
shewn them:elves incapable of their duty. It 
was much against his will, and to his great 
surprise, that the antecedent riots had been 
introduced in the examinations before the 
committee, and it had been found necessary 
often to interrupt counsel on that account; but 
it was then necessary to explain certain cant 
terms in use at Nottingham, such as punch, &c. 
&ec. A self-constituted tribunal also existed 
at Nottingham, which required explanation. 
These facts, fully authenticated, appeared to 
the committee to require aremedy. It would 
be for the House to judge, whether the mea- 
sure proposed would be adequate. As to the 
inability of the magistrates of the county, al- 
luded to by the Hon. Gent. that would easily 
be refuted, when it was considered, that they 
could carry the posse comitatus into the town 
to maintain the peace; and he should rejoice 
to see such a force employed on such an occa 
sion. After several other observations equally 
forcible, the Hon. Gent. concluded, by stating, 
that he thought sufficient ground had bee 

laid for the measures ! 


Mr. FaankLAnD agreed that the outrages 
of the mob, and the corruption of the magis- 
tra'es, called for some effectual measure. 
Besides, the jurisdiction of the town magise 
trates was limited, and culprits may escape if 
the bill now proposed were not adopted to 
give the county magistrates a right of. acting, 
+-Leave was given, 








HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Thursday, April 21.—+( See Minutes, p. 671+) 


[MERCANTILE ACCOMMODATION. ]—--A 
motion being made that the House resolve 
into a committee of the whole, on so much of 
the King’s speech of November last, as relates 
to this. susject—-Genoral GascoiGne said, 
that after baving had so long ago a communi- 
cation from the Throne, on the state of affairs, 
and hearing the speech of the Minister, the 
other night, on that subject, in answer toa 
few words from himself (Gen. Gascoigne), and 
an Hon. Friend of his (Col, Patten), he had 
postponed the motion, of which he had given 
notice, for an ao) the state of the 
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1523] 
nation, he should not now énter at large apoh 
that subject, although, in Stricthiess, it would 
have been regular in him to do so, because, 
upon any proposition that had for its object 
the laying any imposts wpon the people, a 
Member of the House of Commons was en- 
titled to look at the state of the imposts already 
laid, and how they bear upon the people; 
but although he intended to forego this privi- 
lege, he could not pass the subject over with- 
Out notice, and therefore he should make some 
observations, notwithstanding the remark of 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. who was pleased to say, 
the other night, that he did not see the con- 
nexion between the measure now proposed 
and that of a consideration of peace and war: 
on this matter he differed from the Rt. Hon. 
Gent. By a paper printed by order of the 
Lords of the Treasury, he received some in- 
formation, and from which he had no doubt 
it was intended to propose an increase of duty 
on the commerce of this country. Whether 
it was to be a new measure of duty, or that 


- Of increasing an old one, was not worthy of 


discussion, in his mind, because that was a 
distinction without a difference. Any subject 
which had for its object any increase of such 
duty, would admit of an extensive debate ; 
for, however certain it was, that the power of 
disposing of the question of peace and war 
rested with the Crown, yet it was as certain 
that the control of that power, in granting or 
withholding supplies, vested in the House of 
Commons; and in exercising that most im- 
eetere function, the Hotse would not only 
ook how the revenue was to be applied, but 
would also consider the state of the nation: 
he said this, not for the purpose of preparing 
the way to general observations at this time, 
but merely to recognise the right of doing so, 
in the discussion of any subject of impost 
upon the public. He could not help consider- 
ing this matter, although in terms only a mo- 
tion to consolidate the public duties, as. a mea- 
sure intended to increase them, and he had no 
doubt it would operate on the artitles of trade. 
There was to be a duty Of 3! per cent. pro- 
posed on the present duty; in some cases it 
would operate as a duty of 15 per cent. on the 
present duty. But this was not all the objec- 
tion; for the tax on tonnage, which was a tax 
laid on by way of. experiment, was now in- 
tended to be made permanent.—Now, after 
the very candid behaviour of an Hon. Member, 
who was not now present (the Lord Mayor), 
he did not think it proper to include that mat- 
ter in the present discussion, since that Hon. 
Member had a proposition to submit on that 
subject. And-in reply to the observations of 
the Minister on his (General Gascoigne’s) ob- 
‘servation the other night on his candour, he 
would say, -it would be more consistent with 
the candour of the Rt. Hon. Gent. to stay 
until that Hon, Gent. should make his propo- 
sition, or at least to defer this matter until 
after the conimunication which he promised 
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on the state of public affairs should have been 
made, that the House and the public thight 
see, and be enabled to judge of the state of 
public affairs. But he understood it was in. 
tended by the measure about to be proposed 
to the committee, to furnish ways and means 
to pay the interest of the money expended in 
the present armament. Before this was done, 
it was material to consider whether these 
duties were such as applied to war or peace, 
for there was a material distinction in this re 
spect. Duties might be objectionable in peace, 
which might be submitted to without objec. 
tion in time of war. How far that was the 
case here, he could not now attempt to say, 
but he thought it would be better, at all 
events, to delay the méasure for a day or two, 
and until after the promised communication 
of the. Minister on the state of public affairs 
was made to the House. It was not his inten. 
tion to oppose the principle of the measure at 
present, and he wished it to be perfectly un- 
derstood, that he should take an opportunity 
of hearing the opinion of those who were best 
qualified to form an opinion, and for whose 
interest it was his wish to act in particular, as 
well. as for the general interests ot the empire, 
before he took any decisive course whatever; 
all that he asked now was, that the Minister 
would not press this measure in any ot Its 
future stages-without affording ample time for 
considering it. 


The CHAncerror of the ExcHEQuer said, 
that the Hon. Gent. who had just sat down, 
had, asit appeared to him, véry wisely changed 
his intention as to the subject now about to be 
submitted to the House, as it related to a part 
of his Majesty’s most gracious speech from 
the Throne in tke month of November last, 
and which he had now the ‘honour of submt- 
ting to the House. The Hon. Member had 
said, that from a schedule he had seen, 24 
present object was that of an increase of the 
public revenue :—in this supposition the = 
Meniber was completely mistaken ; that wa 
not the object of the measure—its object Ws 
to simplify the collection of the duties o 
customs, and thereby, also, to make some ace" 


. 4 . T 
tion to the public revenue, in the same mann 


as it-was made in the year 1787; eri 
question of peace and war, to which the ~n 
Gent. had ‘referred, did not in any pn 
agitate the*feelings or the interests ® 
public. The Hon. Gent. had said, that 
ernie day, he (Mr. Addington) — she 
House reason to expect, that in a few pe 
should make a communication on an a - 
subject. He certainly did say he had 0 ¢ 
being able to make a communication oe 
subject interesting to the feelings of ets 
and the public, in the course of a ~ hee 
but he also said, at the same time, 'e ; Ad that 
impossible for him to pledge eh me tbat 
he did ‘not pledge or commit himse sa : 
subject. His object then was to take 
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to endanger the public interest, either by a 
premature discussion, which must have been 
the case in the absence of communication, or 
to endanger the public interest by a precipitate 
communication: but, from the very nature of 
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the thing, it was impossible for him to make 
any pledge upon the subject; nevertheless | 
the Hon. Gent. had seemingly inferred, and | 
others had industriously propagated as well as | 
inferred, that what was represented by him on | 
that occasion was, that which would give 
satisfaction to the House and the public on | 
the subject. He did not say a single word to | 
that effect. He said, he should, he believed, | 
be able in a few days to make a communica- | 
tion to the House, and that he thought would 
be necessary, because he felt the inconvenience 
and more than inconvenience of suspense; but 
as to the nature of the communication which 
it was probable he should be able to make, he 
not only did not say any thing, but he was 
not able to say anything. He should not now 
say ay more upon this subject, but pro- 
pose, that the House should go into a com- 
mittee on the subject he had moved; and if 
the House should assent to that, he should 
shortly open the outline of the measure he had 
to propose, 


The question was then put and carried, and 
the House resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole House accordingly. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcuEequer then 
said, that the object he had in view, was to 
submit to the consideration of the committee, 
means to simplify, consolidate, and amend 
the mode of collecting the duties of customs, 
and -he wished to conform to the communica- 
tion of his Majesty, in his gracious speech 
from the Throne, in the month of November 
last. He wished the committee to understand, 
that the proposition he had to submit, was 
pe of a system already adopted by the Legis- 
ature, the object of which was to consoli- 
date, simplify, and amend all the laws which 
relate to the revenue from customs, in every 
branch of that public revenue, and to remove 
every obscurity, embarrassment, or difficulty | 
in its collection, to render the appropriation | 
of each part of it, clear, precise, and uniform, 
as well as to facilitate the mode of its collec- 
tion, both with regard to those who collected 
these duties, and the public. ‘The measure 
he had to submit to the committee, was 
founded on the same principle as that which 
produced the act of 1787. After giving a short 
account of the mode of collecting duties, as 
established in the time of King William TIL. 
and the establishment of the consolidated fund, 
and also of the appropriation of a certain 
Tevenue to provide for services within the year, 
he proceeded to observe, that what he had to 
Suggest was, that all the duties of customs, 


Which are now raised under no less than 170 
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acts of Parliament, should be consolidated ; 
that in some cases where a consolidation took 
place, if there should be a fractional sum pay- 
able on a particular article, it should be raised 
to an integral sum above it, and in others be 
reduced to an integral sum below it. Some 
articles in the baok of rates of duty having 
become obsolete, were to be omitted; and 
on others an @d valorem duty was to be im- 
posed; and also for the sake of regularity in 
the entries, &c. a very small duty was pro- 
posed to be laid on all articles which at pres 
sent were imported duty free. With respect 
to the detail of the measure, he should like to 
spare time by passing it over for the present, 
unless it was the wish of the committee that 
he should enter into it, because he wa: de- 
sirous that every Member should be in posses- 
sion of the schedule, which the Hon. Gent. 
who spoke last, acknowledged he had seen, 
before the subject should be discussed im de- 
tail; and as tothe principle of the measure, 
he did conceive, that as it was to improve 
the collection of the revenue, there would 
have been no difference of opinion upon it.— 
There might indeed be some difference of 
opinion on the quantity; and on that he did 
not ask for any opinion until every Gentleman 
had an opportunity of considering it with 
minuteness. It was proposed that most ar- 
ticles imported from the East Indies, with the 
exception of sugar, should be charged with 
the same duties as articles from other quarters. 
As to the West Indies, to use the phrase of 
his predecessor, it was proposed to put a 
mark, but not an invidious mark of preference 
to those of the West Indies, but not such a 
preference as might have the effect of dis- 
couraging the productions of any other part 
of his Majesty’s dominions. Another object 
of the present measure was, that of further 
cqunteracting the practices of smugglers, 
which, notwithstanding the prohibitions and 
heavy penalties attached to them by enact- 
ments in our statute-books, still continued. 
It was his object not only to discourage this 
by regulations of duties, but also to afford 
mere ample protection to our trade and com- 
merce. Gentlemen had said, it was material 
that merchants should be consulted on this 


| subject before it should be proposed to the 


committee—that it was too important to the 
interests of the country to be adopted without 
submitting it to the judgment of those who 
had the best experience upon the matter. He 
understood the Hon. Gent. who spoke last to 
have said so; but whether that understanding 
was right or not, he thought it material to 
state, that he had endeavoured to obtain 
the opinions of persons of the greatest ex- 
perience on every part of the measure which 
he was now about to submit, and that had it 
net been for his having waited for such opi- 
nions, this measure would have been long azo 
submitted to Parliament. It had also been 
submitted to the ee of Customs and of 
*LTs 
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Trade, and he had reason to believe, that al- | under the pressure of unexampled difficulties, 


though some difference of opinion had arisen 
on a tew arlicles, yet on the outline very lit- 
tle difference of opinion had been entertained 
indeed, for it was to simplify the regulations 
of articles, the number of which was near 
6000. As to the precise ammount of the duties, 
he had nothing to say at present, for that was 
to be the result of communications and con- 
ferences with persons of the first ability upon 
the subject. Much labour had been already 
bestuwed on this subject, and he trusted the 


coiminittee would allow him 'o adopt the course 
which was formerly adoj)ted by his predecessor | 


in the year 1787, and also in the act of Union 
between this country and Ireland; namely, 
that of introducing the several heads of regu- 
Jation in the form of a schedule, instead of 
proposing a distinct resolution on each sepa- 
rate article, for in that course the House would 
have to consider little less than 6000 resolu. 
tions; whereas, by referring to a schedule 
containing them all in their different classes, 
they might be comprehended in a few votes. 
But here it was fit for him to observe, that he 
Should not do justice to the |ybour and abili- 


tics that were employed in the forming of this | 


schedule, if he were not to acknowledge, that 
the merit of it was chiefly owing to a Gentle- 


man of great knowledge and indefatigable at- | 
tention—he meant Mr. Frewin, than whom, a | 
more constant, accur te, and faithful servant | 


was not in his Mijesty’s employment. He 
wished the committee to unders‘and, that this 
measure, if the House should countenance and 
adopt it, was preparatory to another measure, 
of which he gave notice before Christmas, on 
the subject of warehousing and bonding. If 


this measure should pass, as he hoped it | 
would, it was his intention to propose alsoa | 


measure for that purpose. The examination 
of the schedule, and the investigation of mayy 
points towhch the attention of the commit- 
tee would be called, had impressed him with 
Sentiments of admiration of the extent and 
Vigour of the commerce of this country; 
growing out, as he knew it had (alihough com- 
mented upon, if he might be permitied to say 


sO, irrationally), of capital that was unex- | 


ampled in its amount; out of laws and regu- 
lations for promoting and encouraging indus- 


trious tiaffic; and out of a credit which was | 


founded or good faith and personal integrity, 
upon the true character of the people of this 
country, that good faiih between man and 
man, which was the foundation of its weal.h, 
and main cause of its pros: erity. It was thus 
that our commerce, while it afforded large and 
liberal aids to the exigencies of the public ser- 
vice for the last ten years, had yet continued 
to increase so rapidly, that the revenues of the 
customs had nearly doubled in that time, and 
the other branches of our commerce were in- 
creasing, particularly our navigation. This 
shewed us the abundance of our resources, an® 
manifested the radical strength of the coun- 
try; for we find our resources increasing 


and before unheard-of trials. 





This shewed 
the confidence which we were all warranted 
in feeling, and the public credit which might 
warrant usin triumph. He then read the first 
resolution which he intended to move upon 
this subject, for carrying into effect that which 
he had stated, and then said, he wished the 
committee to understand that he was now 
pursuing the same course as. that which was 
proposed by his predecessor, and adopted by 
the Legislature, in comprising the different 
heads of articles intended to be regulated, i 
_a schedule. Should the committee approve 
| of this course, he should propose that an in. 
| terval should be afforded to consider the sche- 
' dule, and then that the Chairman should ask 
| leave to sit again; and therefore, if the com. 
mittee should approve of this resolution, he 
should move that the Chairman do report pro- 
| gress, and ask leave to sit again; but he should 
|not propose that the committee: should sit 
again before this day se’nnight. The Hon. 
Gent. (Gen. Gascoigne) seemed surprised that 
l-e should propose so early a day for that pur- 
pose; but the session was advancing, and this 
and other’business could not be passed over 
to another: but if the interval now stated 
| should be found insufficient, he should not 


| only be ready, but desirous, to assent to a pro- 
| position for farther time. As to the tonnage 
‘duty, he should be extremely sorry to bg 
‘thonght wanting in candour towards a worthy 
magistrate (the Lord Mayor of London) in 
| proposing that which might be the subi ect of 
his motion; but he had put off becoming:ys 
if he might be allowed .to say so, the invest! 
gation of a question which, in one way Of Ge- 
ciding it, might operate to the diminution of 
the public revenue. Was it therefore ht that 
he should exclude from his plan that which 
had been the subject of public notice, bx 
had occupied a great part of his attention 
for the last six months? Besides, that worthy 
magistrate, as well as every other hati 
| would have ample opportunity of delivering 


. - o a “ It 
his sentiments on that Very subject ies 


ame to be discussed as a part of the m ah 
| now proposed: no part of it could pass be . 
out being canvassed; and the very sep 
was now taking, was for the Peeesing 
affording a proper opportunity of aisclis’'’s 
pe ssa of ts wad this he did oer 
readily, because there was no point to f the 
he should not wish to call the eientiOe he 
committee, in the whole schedule wales" 
was about to submit to its consideration. 
Mr. Burpon said, he hoped, from vader 
portance of the subject, sufficient er House 
be allowed to consider it, before Mts 
was called on to pass the pill. Ff anton a 
information he could get on the ‘ee made 
thought some amendments mig, was highl 
relative to the tonnage duties: -e nderge 4 
necessary that the schedule shoule ¥ 
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fair investigation before the sanction of the | been in circulation above a month. If the 
House was given to the measure proposed | Hon. Gent.’s constituents had not seen it, it 


by the Rt. Hon, the Chancellor of the Ex: | 


chequer. 


General GAscoiGne said, notwithstanding 
what the Rt. Hon. the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer had said, in answer to ‘his observa- 


tions, he was surprised that the present mea- | 


sure was proposed to the House, before sdme 
account relative to the state of the country 
had been given, in order to satisfy the public 
mind, It had been said, that schedules have 
been circulated throughout the kingdom, but 
he had only seen one, which had undergone 
many alterations; and he had been informed 
by his constituents that they had not received 
a single schedule. He must again repeat, that 


he understood the Rt. Hon. the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer to have said, that he hoped to | 


give the House a satisfactory account relative 
to the state of the country; and he was sure 


that many Hon. Gent. had received the same | 


impression, from the language the Rt. Hon. 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had used a 
few days back. But as far as related to the 
consideration of the present measure, he 
thought it would be better to postpone the 
time for going into a committee on the bill to 
this day fortnight. 


The CHAnce cor of the ExcnequeEr said, 
that the question now before the committee 
was, whether they would agree with the reso- 
lution which was proposed;,and the period 
when the committee was to sit again, could 
pnly be determined after the Speaker had 
taken the Chair. If the Hon. Gent. would 
assure him dona fde (and he was sure he would 
not assert it in any other way), that the addition 
vt a few days would enable his constituents 
more fully to investigate the subject, he would 
not be pnwilling to accede to a delay of a few 
days. The Hon. Gent. seemed to suppose 
that he avas desirous of precipitating the pub- 
hic business, with a view of a speedy proro- 
gation of Parliament; but he could assure 
that Hon. Gent. that there was public busi- 
ness enough before the House to afford a 
prospect of its sitting as long as he could wish. 


General GascoiGne said, his constituents 
had certainly not:seen the schedules, and he 
thought it was necessary that they should have 
time enough to-consider the nature of the sche- 
dules, after they get possession of them. 


The CHancertor of the ExcHEQueRr said, 
he begged the Hom. Gent. and the House to 
understand, that he had. in no degree varied 
on this occasion from what he had said upon 
a former day, respecting a communication to 
the House. The schedule of the duties had 
been made and circulated three months ago, 
but some alterations having been made in it, 


was not the fault of his Majesty’s Ministers: 
| he would not take upon himself to say with 
| whom the fault rested. With regard to what 
| the Hon. Gent. had said about the duties be- 
_ing raised in some instances higher than to the 
| next integral sum, the committee must be 
aware that he (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) could have no intention of deceiving 
them upon the subject, because the whole 
subject was minutely detailed in the schedule. 
In some few instances the duties were raised 
| higher than to the next integral sum, and in 
| other instances they were reduced much lower; 
but in general the whole plan was founded 
| upon the principle adopted in 1787. 


Mr. VANSITTART said, there were only 
four instances in which the present schedule 
varied from‘the oné which was printed and 
circulated three months ago. The four arti-~ 
cles in which altérations had been made, were 
'pimento, sugar from the East Indies, unma- 

nufactured articles, and horses imported from 
_ the East Indies, 


The resolution was agreed to, the Chair 
man reported progress, and the comthittee 
was ordered to sit again on Monday se’nnight. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, April 22.—( See Minutes, p. 671.) 


fILcHESTER ELECTION.] — Mr. SmiTH 
moved the order of the day for taking into 
further consideration the Report of the come 
mittee appointed to try the merits of the II- 
chester election petition. This motion being 
agreed to, Mr. Smith next moved that the 
resolutions be now read a second time; which 
being done, the Hon. Gent. proceeded to ob- 
serve, that in compliance with the instructions 
of the committee, he had laid before the House 
the evidence that was brought forward in the 
committee: that evidence contained” parts 
which proved that a conspiracy had been 
formed to employ undue influence in return- 
ing members for the borough of Iichester, and 
that flagrant acts of bribery had been resorted 
to in consequence of that conspiracy.. On 
the nature of the offence which the evidence 
proved to be committed, he should withhold 
all observation: when it appeared fully proved 
to the House, they would no doubt shew the 
sense they entertained of its deep criminality 
by the severity of the punishment which their 
justice would inflict upon it. The evidence 
had been long before the House, and every 
Gent. had full time to make himself master of 
it. They were, therefore, enabled now to 
decide on the question, and that with due re- 
gard to that justice which individuals bad a 
right to claim in a matter in which the effen- 
tial interests of the country were also involved, 
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that contained in the Report, viz. that such a 
system of corruption and of bribery was laid , 
open in this transaction, that it cailed for the 
gost serious consideration of the House. This 
motion he should follow up with others, the 
object of one of which would be, that the | 
House do order his Majesty’s Attorney Gene- 
ral to prosecute the persons who were guilty of 
this offence. 


Mr. WALLACE Said, that asthe Hon. Mover 
had opened a string of resolutions, he thought 
it was competent for him to direct his obser- 
vations to any of them. It did not appear 
to him that the House could proceed to in- 
struct the Attorney General to prosecute any 
individual, or set of individuals, until the 
— for issuing such instructions were 

ully substantiated. Besides, no opportunity 
had been given to Mr. Davison to make any 
answer to the charge that was brought against 
him. Would the House act like a Grand Jury, 
and find a bill on ex parte evidence? The only 
evidence against him was that of an accom- 
plice, and upon the evidence of an accomplice 
the House surely would not act, unless it was 
confirmed by other eviience. The Hon. 
Gent. then entered into a variety of strictures 
on the character and conduct of Mr. Oldfield, 
and endeavoured to shew how little stress 
should be laid upon it. The acts of bribery 
were committed in April, but Mr. Davison 
was known to declare in the preceding March, 
that he had relinquished all idea of becoming 
a candidate for the borough. He would not, 
indeed, deny, that there were proofs that Mr. 
Davison intended to bribe and corrupt the vo- 
ters; but no proof whatever went to shew 
that he attempted to carry that intention into 
execution in any one instance. 


Mr. Burpon contended that the evidence 
before the House was of the mast clear and 
distinct nature, and he was sorry that the ar- 
guments that were urged seemed entirely di- 
rected to cover an individual. As to the first 
resolution, he could not see why it should be 
negatived ; for that might be agreed to with- 
out convicting Mr. Davison, whose conduct 
should not be coupled with that of the other 
persons against whom the evidence was so di- 
rect. He made no doubt but they might be 
convicted on the evidence; but when the reso- 
lution was put, he hoped that the name of 
Mr. Davison might be expunged. 


Mr. JounsTone said, that he had paid the 
most strict and diligent attention to every part 
of the evidence, and, from the impression it 
left upon his mind, he could not but think 
that it clearly affected Mr. Davison. Mr. Da- 
vison concurred in all the suggestions started 
by Oldfield; and though the whole pian might 
‘not have been carried into execution, yet there 
was scarcely any change made in it, except as 
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to the mode of more effectually distributing 
the money; nor had he a doubt but Mr. Da- 
vison concurred even in that alteration of the 
plan. How the committee could have dis, 
charged their duty, unless they put Mr. Da. 


| vison on his trial, he was at a loss to see, So 


much at least he felt himself bound in conscie 
ence to say as a member of the committee. 


On the resolution being put, that the At- 
torney General be instructed to prosecute 
Alexander Davison, for the acts alluded to ig 
the former resolution, 


Lord Core said, that it appeared from the 
evidence that Mr. Davison had attempted to 
corrupt other boroughs; that, indeed, he had 
acted as a contractor for boroughs. Jf he 
was not to be prosecuted, neither should any 
of the other persons implicated in the offence, 
for he could not well see any difference be- 
tween conspiring to bribe and corrupt, and 
Carrying the intention and plan into execution. 


Mr. SHeripAw could not see that there was 
any proof of the strong nature alluded to, 
which went to implicate Mr. Davison. If 
such a case, indeed, could be made out, no 
doubt the sentence of the House must fall 
upon it with all possible severity. Some Gen- 
tlemen were much inclined to believe the evi- 
dence of Oldfield ; but why should they hesi- 
tate to believe the declaration of Mr. Davison? 
Was it consonant to the law of England to 
convict of an intention? Was it not facts that 
the law took cognizance of? He must admit, 
indeed, that Mr. Davison had betrayed an 30- 
tention to bribe; but no one circumstance 
appeared to prove that he followed up the 
plan ascribed to him. On the contrary, thet 
were strong presumptions that a different plan 
from that imputed to Mr. Davison ws 
adopted. ‘The plan that was adoped failed, 
even in a great measure from want of paee 
a difficulty which it could not be suppox' 
that Mr. Davison laboured under. Mr. — 
son abandoned the plan altogether; and 
the matter was more minutely examined — 
it would appear, as indeed it did appeat, “ne 
the evidence of Mr. Hopping, that the , 
tion was carried on neither on the plan, 
money, ‘or for the candidates of Mr. oat. 
Neither'was there any attempt to prove "| 
the land or the houses, upon which so a. 
stress was laid, were now the property © we 
Davison. If he has been guilty of -* an od 
for electioneering purposes, he sincere’) Ww ~ 
that Mr. Davison’s case was a singniat © 
But before the House proceeded to oor 
him of that guilt, he trusted ro Gent. nat 

ive a vote upon the question who 
minutely attended to the evidence. 
r the 


, IiTTART said, that whethe 
pA os rane: allowed or not directly t — 
on Mr. Davison, he would not pronou? 
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more than sufficient appeared to involve 
him in the guilt. It was pretty evident that, 
stibsequent to his declaration, steps had been 
taken by him to execute the proposed plan. 
Three days before the election the candidates 
were not known, yet by those unknown can- 
didates money had been distributed; and from 
whom did it come but from Mr, Davison? It 
was said that Mr. Davison had no opportu- 
nity to exculpate himself. Did not the evi- 
dence contained in the Report go forth with 
perfect notoriety? Why, then, did not Mr. 
Davison get a petition presented to the House, 
if he was conscious of being able to produce 
evidence in his exculpation that would over- 
power that which was adduced to criminate 
him? Much was wanted to give strength and 
weight to what has been urged in his favour. 


The Master of the Rotxs deprecated the 
interference of the House in the manner pro- 
posed. It did not appear to him becoming 
its dignity or justice to concern itself in the 
affair of an individual in such a way as might 
operate to bias the minds of a jury, by pre- 
judging a case which was to be made the sub- 
ject of legal investigation. If the House 
should so proceed, it might happen that two 
prosecutions would come before the courts 
for the same offence; for the Attorney Gene- 
ral had no control over the popular informer, 
who was, by the statute of George II. enabled 
to bring forward a prosecution for bribery, 
and by whom he understood that actions were 
already commenced against Mr. Davison for 
penalties to the amount of 48,o00/. This cir- 
cumstance, he conceived, ought to serve as a 
strong inducement to the House to decline the 
mode of proceeding recommended by the 
motion of his Rt. Hon. Friends but, inde- 
pendently of this consideration, he thought, 
on the ground of prejudging the question, the 
motion ought to be rejected. It was noto- 
rious, that the courts were so tenacious that 
no improper prepossession should be made on 
any case submitted to their deliberation, that 
any thing designed for that purpose was pro- 
hibited ; it was known that they had taken 
Rotice of even handbills, and statements sup- 
posed to have that tendency, lest they should 
have any influence on a jury: and what, he 
would ask, could have such important influ- 
ence on the minds of any jury, as the opinion 
of the House of Commons? There was, he 
was confident, no instance upon the Journals 
‘imilar to that now proposed, of the Attorney 
General being directed to prosecute for an of- 
fence which was already under prosecution 
before the courts. The objections he enter- 
tained, he wished it to be understood, applied 
equally to the proposed prosecutiofi for con- 
‘piracy as to that for bribery. Indeed, it did 
hot appear to him that the evidence would be 
tuffictent to sustain the charge, for no proof 
bln given of any act dove in uance of 

a at West Camel. In order 
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that no direct opposition should be given to 


“the opinion of the committee, and as the most 


becoming way to get rid of the subject, the 
Hon. Member concluded with moving the pre- 
vious question. 


Mr. Fox expreffed his concurrence with 
most of the arguments advanced by the Learn- 
ed Member who had last addressed the House, 
and owned, that nothing appeared to him more 
correct than the motion he had submitted, 
for when the House did not approve of a pro- 
position, or did not wish to go immediately 
into it, nothing was more proper than to move 
the previous question, which did not preclude 
the subsequent discussion of the same subject, 
if any Member should think it necessary to 
bring it forward. It left the case quite open 
for any future proceeding that justice might 
call for. 


Mr. Bracae had no objection to the mo- 
tion for the previous question, provided it 
was understood that it should not preclude 
the House from taking any proceeding which 
the nature of the case might hereafter call for, 
in pursuance of its own resolution, which 
could not consistently be abandoned. He was 
not unwilling to wait the result of the actions 
which were said to be pending against Mr. 
Davison, but those actions might be collu- 
sory; and suppose he were acquitted upon 
them, would it be becoming the importanee 
of the House to be controlled by such discus- 
sions, or implicitly to abide by them? On the 
part of the House he protested against such 
an idea. ' 


Mr. Grey was surprised that any Member, 
at all acquainted with the rules and practice 
of the House, could consider any express un- 
derstanding necessary to know that the adop- 
tion of the previous question was nothing 
more than a postponement of the debate, and 
did not by any means preclude the House 
from subsequently taking any step in the same 
question they might think expedient. With 
respect to the measure recommended by the 
committee, it did not seem to him calculated 
to meet the mischief of which they complained. 
That the most flagrant corruption prevailed 
in the election of Iichester, to which the Re- 
port referred, was a fact that could not be 
denied; but it would not materially avail to 
prosecute the agent of corruption, while those 
who were willing, or rather anxious to be cor- 
rupted, remained untouched, and retained the 
power of vitiating the freedom of election. 
The, committee, in his opinion, would have 
acted more wisely had they proposed a remedy 
with to this borough, such as was 
adopted in the case of Cricklade, when thre 
right of voting was extended; or that of 
Shoreham, where the voters who had accepted 


bribes were disfranchized. He hoped, hov . 


ever, the House would aot lightly pass over 
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this- business, nor suffer their resolution to be | 


nugatory. It was a case of that nature which 
ought not to be winked at, or allowed to es- 
cape in silence. 


Mr. SmitH stated, that the committee were 
quite ignorant that any actions were com- 
menced against Mr. Davison, as his Rt. Hon. 
Friend had stated. 


The MAster of the Rours observed, that 
he was informed of the actions having actually 
tommenced. 


The CHANCFLLOR of the EXCHEQUER co- 
incided in the observations of the Hon. Gent: 
(Mr. Grey), that this was a question which 
ealled for the fullest investigation. The House 
tinquestionably stood committed, and it would 
be disgraceful to abandon the resolution re- 
corded in the Journals. Not having read the 
mimutes of the committee, he could not now 
pronounce any opinion upon the proceedings 
which it might be advisable to adopt; but he 
thought it right that the Mouse should appoint 
some future day to take the subject into con- 
sideration, otherwise it might be supposed 
without doors that it was altogether dismissed, 
and that the House declined to follow up its 
own resolution. He therefore moved that this 
Report be taken into farther consideration on 
Monday fortnight.—Ordered accordingly. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Vhursday, April 28.—(See Minutes, p. 810+) 


[Care OF Goop Hops. ]—Lord Forke- 
STONE rose, pursuant to the notice he had 
given, to move for certain papers, with a view 
of obtaining information respecting the events 
that have occurred at the Cape of Good Hope. 
He wished, before he made the motion, to 
observe, that he had no desire, by this motion, 
to interfere with the negotiations which were 
now carrying on between the Government of 
this country and France; nor had he any wish 
to call for any information which, under the 
present circumstances, his Majesty’s Ministers 
might think it improper to give; though, 
perhaps, it might not be improper if the 
House were to call for such information, with 
a view of rescuing the business out of the 
weak hands in which it was now placed. But 
.as it was not his wish to urge on a discussion 
upon the general subject of the negotiation, 
if his Majesty’s Ministers would say that the 
production of the papers he now called: for 
would in any degee interfere with the nego- 
tiation that was pending, he would imme- 
diately withdraw his motion, and drop it alto- 
gether. it, however, this assurance was not 
given, he would persist in the motion, There 
Was another thing which he wished to pre- 
Ruse, aud that was, that in discussing this 
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subject, he should be obliged to refer to a spe- 
cies of information which. he was sorry to be 
obliged to refer to, viz. the French papers, 
Considering the ignorance iu which the public 
had been for some time kept, upon what was 
going forward, Gentlemen must either be cone 
tent to knew nothing, or to have recourse to 
the French papers for the official documents 
which they contained. The reason why he 
wished the production of the orders which 
had been sent out relative to the Cape of Good 
Hope was, that the House should really know 
what the fact was. He had heard, that at 
different times different orders had been sent 
out: at one time it was determined to give it 
up, and at another it was to be kept, without 
any reason whatever being assigned for it. 
After the signature of the treaty of peace, 
orders were sent out to deliver up the Cape; 
afterwards, in the month of October last, 
when there was a considerable ferment in con- 
sequence of the invasion of Switzerland by 
France, orders were sent out that the Cape 
should not be given up. He did not know 
these circumstances from any official account 
published by his Majesty’s Ministers, but from 
the accounts published in the French papers. 
In point of fact we did not keep the Cape; 
it was a kind of recapture, and there was 4 
regular capitulation. He was anxious that the 
country should be acquainted with all the facts 
upon this subject, because it proved such a 
wavering in the councils of this country, that 
the House had a right to full information upon 
the subject. There was another reason why 
he wished for the production of the orders 
which had been sent out, and the dispatches 
which had been received, and that was, to 
have an opportunity of comparing dates. He 
wanted to compare the date of the dispatches 
which informed Ministers of the detention 0! 
the Cape, with the date of his Majesty s mew 
sage to that House, because he did believe 
that those dispatches conduced to the =~ 
sage, and the consequent armament. = 
King’s message was delivered on the - “ 
March, stating that discussions were pen a 
between this country and France, and t 
armaments were preparing in the why z 
France and Holland. The French officia 40 
per denied that any discussions were ititped 
and indeed he did not see what discussione 
could be going on except with r egard Breach 
Cape. As to the armaments 1n a he 
, : than had bec 
ports, they were nothing more the "os gene 
carrying on for some time. ~* we rela 
rally supposed that the discussions ape pe 
: : Upon this pe 
tive to the island of Malta. Upom ” i. 
he wished to observe, that in the expo? 
French government, in which they oT it 
account of the situation of the cc 
was stated that the English still rot that £ 
session of Alexandria and Malta, othe gat 
ships which were to convey n0em the Me 
sons of those places, had arnv betwee? 
diterraneane . 
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Sir A. Ball and Moné. Bisséy, it was contehded | on must be about thé Cape ; and lastly, he 
by thé latter, that the English had, as long | moved for an account of the discussions which 
ago as the month of Jine last, consented that | were going on respecting the Cape. He was 
the Grand Master should be elected by the | therefore, he thought, justified im statings 
Pope, which had been doné; and that as to | that there was a considerable degree of incon- 
the guarantee of the great powers of Europe, | sistency between the professions and the 
they were to be solicited to guaranty the in-| speech of the Noble Lord. But surely, if 
dependencé of the island, but that such a/ the Noble Lord had been aware of the general 
guarantee was not absolitely necessary. He| acceptation of the notice which had been given 
did not state this as hig opinion upon this} by an Hon. Member (Col. Patten), which em- 
question, becanse this was not the proper | braced every object of public concern, he 
time to enter into it, though he had formed a| would have abstained from any specific mo- 
decided opinion upon it. He did not urge | tion. He really had entertained a hope that, 
this with a view to extract information from | underthe present circumstances, such motions 
Ministers, but to shew that the discussion | as the present would not have been made. He 
could not be abotit Malta, anid consequently | was by no means disposed to deny that the 
to strengthen his areument for the production | subject to which the Noble Lotd’s motion 
of the papers relative to the Cape of Good | referred, was one upon which the House had 
Hope. He again repeated, that if Ministers | a right to expect information and explanation. 
would state, that any public inconvenience | It was one upon which his Majesty’s Ministers 
would arise from the production of the inform. | were anxious to give information, when it 
ation he required, he would not press his| could be done without prejudice to the pub- 
motion; but if they did not state that, he| lic service. With this view of the subject, he 
should move, “ That there Se laid before this | could not consent to negative the motion: on 
“ House acopy, or copieés, of all orders sent | the other hand, he could not accede to it, 
“to the Cape of Good Hope, respecting thé | because it woald require explanations that 
“ surrender of that colony, since the signature | could not be given under the present cireum- 
“ of the treaty of peace with the French re-| stances, without inconvenience to the public 
“public: together with a copy, or copies, of | service. He should therefore move the order 
“all dispatches relative to the surrender or | of the day, or the previous question: he was 
“detention of that colony, as received by | inclined to prefer the former, because he could 
“the commanders of British forces by land | not approve of the form of the motion—he 
“‘ or sea there, and the times when they were | should therefore move the order of thé day, 
“received from his Majesty’s Ministers—Also | declaring again, that there was no inclination 
“an account of all discussion, if any, which | on the part of his Majesty’s Ministers to keep 
“has taken place between his Majesty’s Mi-| back any information that could throw any 
“ nisters and the French government, respect- | light upon the subject, when that information 
“ing that colony, since the signature of the | could be properly given. With regard to the 
“treaty, previous to the last order sent out | form of the motion, he suggested to the 
“for the surrender of the same.” Noble Lord whether it would not be better 
to put it into the form of an address to his 
The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER said, ; Majesty. 
the Noble Lord must forgive him if he ob- 
Served, that there was a strange inconsistency} Lord Fo.xestone said, if it was more con- 
tween his declaration at the commencement | sistent with the forms of the House, he had 
of his speech, and the arguments which he! no objection to move it in the shape of an 
had used in the course of it. The Noble | address. 
Lord stated at the beginning of his speech, 
that he did not wish to bring forward in his} Mr. WinpHAm said, he merely rose to re- 
Motion the general points which micht be sup-| mark, in answer to What had fallen from 
Posed to be in discussion at present between | the Rt. Hof. Gent. who had censured his No- 
this Country and France, more espetially as | ble Friend for some supposed inconsistency in 
an Hon. Gent. had given notice of.a motion! his speech, that there appeared to him no 
which would embrace the whole subject.! ground for such a charge. His Noble Friend 
After making this declaration, the Noble Lord | did not say, that he would not press his mo- 
bestowed a considerable part of his speech to | tion if it had any connexion with the discus- 
Prove that the only subject in dispute between | sion going on between this ccuntry and 
this country and France must be the Cape of | France; he had merely said, that he would 
700d Hope; and in the concluding part of | not press for the disclosure of any informa- 
his motion, he desired to know what were | tion that might be prejudicial to the public 
the discussions going on between this country | interést. Hé was therefore at liberty to con- 
and France relative to the Capé; so that the | jécture what were the points now in. negotia- 
Noble Lord first declared that he did not | tion. With regard to the nétice which had 
want to extract information respecting the | been given by an Hon. Member, he did not 
discussions now going on: then he endea-| consider that as any argument against his No» 
voured to prove that only Giscendicis $dity blé Friénd’s motions on the contrary, if the 
Vou. III, *Mm 
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general subject was to be discussed, it was a | 
strong reason why as much previous informa- | 


tion should be obtained as possible. If Mi- 
nisters would state that the production of this 
information would be injurious, in that case 
the House must wait until the proper time 
when the information could be given, restinz, 
in the mean while, upon the responsibility of 
Ministers. 


Lord HawkEsBury said, he was not in the 
House at the commencement of the Noble 
Lor<’s speech, but certainly he had very se- 
rious objections to the motion as it was word- 
ed, and connected with what he had heard of 
the Noble Lord’s speech. He had stated that 


it was not his intention to embarrass the ne- | 


gotiation, and yet the latter part of the mo- 
tion went to call for information respecting 
the discussions relative to the Cape. Now if 
this was one of the subjects under discussion, 
as the Noble Lord supposed, it would be im- 
possible to produce the information required 
by the motion, without going into explana- 
tions of other points which might be in dis- 
cussion. He did hope, that under the pre- 
sent circumstances, detached motions of this 
sort would not have been brought forward. 
The House and the country had a right to ex- 
pect all the information that could be given 
as to the way in which the affairs of the coun- 
try had been managed for some time past. 
But the way of obtaining that information, 
and of forming a good judgment upon it, 
was to have the whole subject before them at 
once, and not by taking up detached and un- 
connected pomts. Conformably with that 
principle, he thought it would have been bet- 
ter to wait until a communication was made, 
or until some general motion was made, which 
would bring the whole subject at once be- 
fore the House. He begged, before he sat 
down, to observe, in reply to what had fallen 
from the Rt. Hon. Gent. who spoke last, that 


his Rt. Hon. Friend had not said the produc- 
tion of the papers moved for would be preju- 
dicial; he had merely said, that the produc: | 


tion of those papers might lead to a discussion 


and explanation, which’ might be productive 
of public inconvenience. It was not proposed 
to negative the motion, it might therefore be 


brought forward at any future time. 


Lord Fo.xéstone spoke shortly in reply : 


he said, he was not bound by any notice 
which might have been given by any other 
Member, and observed, that great inconveni- 
ence might result from the practice of giving 


notices of motions. 


Mr. Fox said, that there was no want of 
candour, as he conceived, imputable to the 
Noble Lord who had brought forward. the 
motion now, for the manner in which he had 
done it; but although he felt that impression, 
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and he rose for the purpose of stating in’ a 
few words, why he should concur in the mo- 
tion for the previous question, or in any other 
that might be the best mode of setting it aside 
for the present. He agreed with the Noble 
Lord in what he had stated about the Cape; 
it was a subject fit to be examined—he appre- 
_hended that every body was ready to agree to 
that proposition: but the question was, whe- 
_ ther that examination should be on this day or 
not. If the House had agreed to the motion 
\for an inquiry into the state of the nation, 
then the inquiry now proposed would have 
been fit as a part of that general inquiry; be- 
cause that would be entering into the detail of 
| a matter, the principle of which had been ad- 
mitted. But whether, in the present state of 
| the nation, the House ought now to enter 
into an inquiry into the conduct of the King’s 
Ministers respecting the Cape—whether it was 
the best mode to take a view of that question, 
as the Noble Lord’s motion pointed out, or 
to wait until the House had decided on the 
general question of an inquiry into the state 
of the nation, was for the House to deter- 
mine. Now, upon that point he had no diff- 
culty whatever. There was another consi- 
deration, which was, in his opinion, prelim 
nary to this: the general state of the nation, 
in the first place; secondly, perhaps, the con- 
duct which led to the situation in which we 
are. These general points ought, as he con- 
ceived, to be disposed of, before any question 
in detail should be discussed. This appearee 
to him to be obvious. If it should be the 
opinion of the House, it is not fit at this mo- 
ment to enter into an inquiry into the state o! 
the nation, then undoubtedly the present mo- 
tion will have been premature, inasmuch ast 
| must be improper to enter on a acanet Pe 
of an inquiry, the whole of which wou os 
the opinion of the House, have a. 
lf the whole ought to be negatived, asp 
edly a part of it could not properly be He 0 
tained. If, on the other hand, the. :4 
| should agree to institute an inquiry into ee 
‘state of the nation, then this mapa EON 
| part of the detail of that inquiry, would © 
ery important pat 
| come a very proper and a very Imp 
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House of Commons ought not to 
asking questions of Ministers, ne! 
it screen itself from the execution oar 
by desiring Ministers, and relying - x aa 
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been of opinion, that the pageee:S Crown i 
upon itself the task of advising t x4 shew 
almost all cases whatever of apes > sine 
fore, if the House should, as he wre ee 
to wish, enter into an inquiry into vematurcr 
the nation, this motion would be Pp in 
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there was no ground whatever for saying Member would allow that some measure ought 
that the conduct of the Noble Lord was not | to be adopted, to keep the peace of the cor- 
candid. poration and county; and therefore those 
| Gent. whe object to the present bill, should 

Mr. MarTIN said, that the Hon. Gent. who | suggest some measure to render the inhahit- 
spoke last had used an expression, of which | ants secure from riots and continual dis- 
he could not help taking notice. He did not turbance. He would assure the House, that 
mean to pay the Rt. Hon, Gent. (the Chan- if the present bill passed into a law, and did 
cellor of the Exchequer) any compliments: not answer the purpose intended, he would be 
since he had been in power, he (Mr. Martin) | one of the first either to amend it, or give his 
had bestowed his best attention to his con- | vote for making it void, for any bill that the 
duct, and he conceived that that Rt. Hon. | House should think better calculated for the 
Gent. had acted with integrity and propriety. | Stfety of the public peace; but certainly some 
But, with regard to his responsibility, Mr. Mar- measure 1S highly necessary to correct the 
tin said, “T have now been a good while inthis | 40u rly complained Or. It must be evicent to 
House—I have heard ‘ responsibility’ often | the House, if we admit no blame can posibly 
used, but never to any effect: with regard to | attach to the magistrates, that their present 


bat =) . . 
the responsibility of Ministers in this country, | power 1s not sufficiently strong to secure the 
I would not give twopence for it.” | peace of the town. ‘The strong ground upon 
, | which he had gone, and the evidence adduced 
a a are ee tian | before the committee, go to prove that the 
evil complained of calls loudly for redress. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. | In his mind, the scenes of vice which have 


been witnessed in Nottingham exceed all de- 
scription. If we were to go beyand the state- 

[NoTTINGHAM ELECTION. |—Mr. Haw- | ment of the evidence before the committee, 
KtIns BROWNE said, before he moved that the | and suffer persons to be called to the bar of 
bill should go into a committee, he should | the House, there would be no difficulty to 
trouble the House with a few observations on | prove that tumultuous parties have destroyed 
the subject, and on the remarks of the Learned | the peace cf the town for these ten years past. 
Counsel. It had been said by the Learned | There were strong political parties in Not- 
Counsel, that no particular charge had been | tingham, and he would state to the House 
made out against the mayor and magistrates | one among many circumstances which gave 
of Nottingham by the evidence adduced in | rise to much confusion during the late war. 
the committee, to prove that they had taken | A number of persons would collect at the en- 
an active part in the riots, and were guilty of | trance of the town, to wait for the arrival of 
wilful neglect; but in answer to that Learned | the mail coach, to Jearn the success of our 


Friday, April 29.—( See Minutes, p. 811.) 


‘ Gentleman’s remark, he would say, if the | navy and army; and whatever intelligence ar- 


evidence had gone to prove that the magis- | rived of any importance to these politicians, 
trates had violated the law to that extent, he | was not argued on with temperance, but ge- 
should have taken a different measure, and | nerally caused great confusion between the 
have brought them before a court of justice ; | parties, and frequently eyded in a dreadful 
but it was a different species of impropriety | riot: by this detail of facts he did not mean 
that they were accused of, and that was, a | to censure any man for taking an interest in 
shameful partiality in favour of one candi- | the welfare of his country; but when politi- 
date, and a neglect of duty in not endeavour- | cal differences engendered tumults dangerous 
ing to subdue the riot which took place du- | to public safety, he thought it necessary that 
ring the election at Nottingham, and which he ; some steps should be taken to secure the com- 
had no doubt they might have done if they | forts of the inhabitants. Nothing a8 yet had 
had been so inclined. The evidence called | been adduced to satisfy him that the freedom 
before the committee not only proved, that | of election had not been violated, and that 
dreadful riots took place during the election, | there was no occasion to give a concurrent 
but on all occasions in that town: it was | authority to the magistrates of the county: 
therefore necessary some measure should be |on the contrary, he thought some remedy 
adopted for the safety of the public. The | onght to be taken to put an end to the confus 
bill now before the House goes to destroy | sion mentioned, and did not see a single evil 
those scenes of disorder and wickedness which that could arise from the bill now in the Houre, 
have been the companions of the town of | He should therefore move, that the bill should 
Nottingham too long; and he did not doubt | go into a committee of the whole House on 
but it would tend to produce that comfort’to | Monday next. 

the inhabitants, to which they have been’a A) 

considerable time strangers. He could not Mr. Hexprreon said, he concurred with 

suppose that any Gent. in that/ House would | the last Hon. Gent. that the «vils complained 

take it upon himself to say, that dreadful riots | of required amendment by law, and that the 

have not existed in Nottingham; and there- | peace of the town had been disturbed many 

fore, that being: the case, he thought every | years by tumultuous assemblies; he therefore 
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thought that the present bill was calculated to , 


produce much good in the town of Notting- | 
ham; but he had great doubts whether the | 
bill could pass into a law, consistent with the | 
ancient law of the nation. The object of the | 
bill is to increase the number of magistrates 
for the county and town of Nottingham; but 
according to an act of the 27th of Henry VITI. 
chap. 24. the appomtment of magistrates is 
vested in the Crown, and the office of magis- 
trate is procured by letters patent from the 
Great Seal. He observed, however useful the 
b:ll would be to the inhabitants of Notting- 
ham, he had not a doubt but it was not only 
contrary to the ancient charter of the town, | 
but the established law of the land. 


Mr. Fox said, before he came to state his 
objections to the bill now in the House, he 
could not forbear reprobating the unhandsome | 
way the Hon. Gent. opposite tq him had | 
treated the magistrates. If the mayor and | 
magistrates have acted contrary to law, it | 
would be the duty of the Hon. Gent. and the 
House to bring them into a court of justice ; 
but he thought the method taken to degrade 
them in the public opinion, without making 
any thing like a charge, was highly censurable, 
and ought to meet with the disapprobation of 
every man who considers the merits of the 
case. He would ask, what was the charge 
against the magistrates? Did the resolu- 
tions contain any thing like proof that they 
had safictioned a riot at Nottingham? He 
would answer, No. Why were these Gent. 
not accused of an offence in a direct way, if 
they had committed any thing criminal? But 
he was sorry to say, the Hon. Gent. had en- | 
deavoured to make out a charge in dark and 
unintelligible language, which goes to rob 
them of their peace of mind and character, 
without any thing, like proof of guilt. The 
resolution contained a charge apparently le- 
nient, but which teased them by pains and 
penalties. He would ask the Hon. Gent. if 
the magistrates were guilty of the offence | 
talked so much of, why not come forward and | 
exhibit their wickedness by something like | 
proof? He was satisfied the resolution, in | 
which the magistrates were mentioned as hav- | 
ing done wrong during the election, amounted ! 
to nothing that would incur either punish-_ 
ment, or censure of Parliament. Many Gent. | 
who have perused the resolution, acknowledge | 
that it only expresses a doubt of their guilt. 
This was the only meaning conveyed; it was 
therefore very hard that the mayor and magis- 
trates should suffer by mere assertion. It was 
true, the evidence was very voluminous, yet 
there was no part of it that affected the ma- 
gistrates for not having done their duty to 
the best of their ability—The preamble of 
the bill stated, that tumultuous conduct has 
existed for many years, and therefore it was 
Gynmon to the town. The facts are, that 
there are two. parties at Nottingham—one by 
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the name of Loyalists, the other by the name 
of Jacobins, who were continually opposing 
each other. He would mention a circum. 


_ Stance which the Hon. Gent. opposite to hin 


had concealed, and which would shew the 
difficulty there was in keeping an inflamed 


populace from acts of violence. A Gent. of 


the name of Davison, who is a magistrate, 
had his house pulled down some few years 
ago by a Nottingham mob, notwithstanding 


every endeavour was made to prevent the riot. 


This shews the difficulty there is, particularly 
at an election, to keep a mob from committing 
some acts of outrage, and therefore is it to be 
supposed that an election mob are easily kept 
in order? The magistrates, he could prove, 
had done every thing in their power to pre- 
vent the riots at Nottingham. The freedom 
of election was one of the blessings of the 
English constitution, and he would advise the 
Hon. Gent. opposite to him not to carry the 
law too far, as it might produce many evils, 
and occasion much confusion. The last war 


_has caused many persons to divide in opinion 
on the propriety of the nation entering into 


it; and as many persons had suffered much 
by the war, as far as related to their trade and 
manufactories, they therefore indulged a wish 
to support those Members who opposed the 
war. He therefore thought any attempt to 
prevent the inhabitants from shewing ther 
zeal for a particular Member, weuld be dan- 
gerous. He should repeat an observation he 
made on a former evening on the subject, that 
this was not the only town where riots accom 
panied elections; yet no notice had been taken 
of them. He begged leave to call the attei- 
tion of the House to the riots in the yea 
1780, which were suffered to get to an alarm. 
ing height before the magistrates exerted the 
selves to prevent them. No one could doubt, 
who knew the facts, but the City magistrates 
were yery inattentive to their duty; yet "™ 
attempt was made to get the concurrent jt 
risdiction of the county of Middlesex over wm 
corporation of the city of London, — 
would have been contrary to the ancient chs 
ter of that city—and it evidently was contrary 
to the charter of the town of Nottingha® 
He would be glad to know why the rood 
trates of Birmingham did not get the cone 
rent jurisdiction of the county of V iia 
when half the houses in Birmingham 
destroyed; yet the magistrates were -* a 
to an account for not having prevente oo 
destruction which took place on that — 
sion. The Judges have paid the — oat 
of Nottingham, on many — ea the 
praise for maintaining good © 


° . udge 
town; and it is also known, that a. J ~ 


served a smaller number 0 ‘A 
~ oo brought before them in tye 
of Nottingham, than in any other elections 
magnitude in England. During 4 ot to give 
it has always been thought prudent J 
the mob a certain indulgence 
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had not Mr. Coke stood the eontest, no con- 
fusion would have taken place. He could 
prove that the magistrates had done all they 
could for the purpose of giving each candidate 
satisfaction. If these gentlemen had acted 
contrary to law, and their offence was at all 
brought home to them, he for one would wish 
to see them punished, as an example to other 
magistrates. It was by charters that we pre- 
served the freedom of the constitution; and 
wherever we lost part of our freedom, it was 
by the destruction of ancient charters and pri- 
vileges: he therefore thought this bill would 
go a great way to rob the town of part of its 
freedom. He should not object to this bill, if 
it only gave a concurrent jurisdiction to ma- 
gistrates of the county during an election, or 
in case of a riot, except one clause which ap- 
plied to the magistrates, and which he so 
much reprobated. In order to slander the 
mayor and magistrates, it had been reported, 
that they had sanctioned the exhibition of a 
naked female, who was called ¢he Goddess of 
Reason. This, with several other stories, 
were circulated to their prejudice; and an at- 
tempt was made to prove the truth of these 
stories before the committee, but it failed, as 
the Chairman of the committee would pot 
admit the hired witnesses to give their evi- 
dence. 


Mr. Bonp said he had the honour to be one 
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of the committee on whose report this bill was. 


originally founded, and he had given much of 
his attention to the subject; he had formed an 
Opinion upon it, and that opinion was decid- 
edly opposite to that which had been expressed 
by the Hon. Gent. who had just sat down, 
and he felt it his duty to speak upon the sub- 
ject: he was anxious to do so, particularly on 
account of what was stated by an Hon. Gent. 
Opposite to him on the point of law, for he 
had argued it in some respect as contrary to 
our constitution, because it tended to create a 
magistracy, which was the undoubted prero- 
gative of the Crown ; but that was a misappre- 
hension of the operation of the bill: it was 
not to create any magistracy, but to extend 
the authority of a magistracy already created ; 
and that an act of Parliament may do this with- 
out any invasion of the prerogative of the 
Crown, he had many analogous cases to shew ; 
aud when he had done so, he should relieve 
the anxiety of the Hon. Member on the point 
of law. Asto the hearing of counsel at the 
bar, he did not think that in strictness the 
Parties were entitled to be heard by counsel 
on this subject ; but he assented toit, because 
he did not wish to shut the door against any 
information which the House might receive, 
and therefore counsel was heard. He had great 
respect for that ohse Gent. both for his 
abilities as a lawyer, and character as. a man, 
but he professed not to have changed his opi- 
hion from his arguments. He then pr 

to take notice of the arguments of that Leamped 


' 
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Sergeant, and said, that he made no observa- 
tions on the evidence on which this bill was 
founded, because he had no materials for that 
purpose, nor upon the preamble of the bill 
for the same reason; neither did he call any 
evidence on the part of his clients, and that 
for the same reason also. The preamble of 
the bill was important to be attended to in 
this debate; that preamble did not merely 
state the late riots at Nottingham, but took 
notice of many former riots there, and the 
single question now propounded to the House 
was, whether they should apply a remedy to 
that evil? As to the punishment, of which 
the Hon. Gent. who spoke last had said so 
much, and had said it was without conviction, 
he knew of no punishment or conviction neces- 
sary to support this bill, nor was any thing 
necessary to be adverted to for that purpose 
but the evidence and the resolutions now upon 
the table. He was surprised to hear the bill 
now before the House called the insulting 
language of lenity; if there was in that bill 
any language of insult, he was glad to bear 
his share of that insult. That any Gent. 
from reading detached parts of the evidence, 
should say that the Mayor of Nottingham de- 
served praise, he should net wonder; but if 
any body who had read it through, which was 
necessary to the proper understanding it, for 
it was not like some briefs that are delivered 
to counsel, where he might jump over the 
parts which were immaterial, and yet miss no- 
thing which was important, but if, he said, 
any bedy who had read the whole of the evi- 
dence, question and answer, should say that 
the Mayor of Nottingham deserved praise, be 
should indeed wonder. He had no hesitation 
in saying, that if any Member of that House, 
on reading the whole of that evidenee, woukd 
say that the Mayor of Nottingham deserved 
praise, ** why, then,’’ said Mr. Bond, “ he 
has a temper and a mode of thinking, which 
I neither have nor envy.’’ He had no scruple 
in saying, and he pledged whatever character 
he had as a lawyer in that House, that the 
magistrates of Nottingham were criminally re- 
sponsible for their conduct at the late elec- 
tion; but he did not advise them to be pur- 


sued, on that account, for this reason, there 


were many very material circumstances of ex- 


tenuation in their ease; and therefore, al- 


| 





though they were criminal, yet, with his im- 
pression of the circumstances of extenuation, 
it was his wish and his inclination, and if it 
was the language of insult, he must hold it 
still, that lenient measures should be adopted; 
but if it became necessary to adopt other mea- 
sures, and if he was driven to them by oppo- 
sition to this bil], and if he could have no re- 
medy such as this bill proposed, and which 
was congenial to his wishes and to his dispo- 
sition, he must pursue these magistrates as 
crimipals; for in such a case, when there was 
no.other remedy, he would pursue the course 
Qf public justice, witheut pegard to private 
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lenity ; but if this bill passed, he should not be 
driven to that course. He had hitherto avoided 
these considerations, by proposing the present 
bill, in which the House had not the trouble 
of trying the guilt, or discovering the inno- 
cence of the parties. Having said this, he 
would now call the attention of the House to 
the sort of case which was now before it. With 
regard first to the justice of the case, he would 
inguire, whether this was an invasion of the 
rights of any parties? and if it was an invasion, 


then whether it was strictly necessary? He | 


contended that this was no invasion whatever ; 
confining the right of election to a few, might 
render that right valuable to those who had 
it; but this was not applicable to the case of 
magistrates; it was not for the value of it to 
a magistrate that the power was given to him, 
it was for the better advantage of the place 
where he was to act; and if that advantage 
was not accomplished by the office not being 
properly filled up, the public interference of 
that House was necessary; this was particu- 
larly the case of corporations: from the nature 
of their constitutions, if their magistrates did 
not properly fill up their situations, they be- 
came a blot upon the character, for the inha- 


_bitants of a chartered corporation had none of 


the common privileges of another place. They 
were not like common subjects, to cure the 
evil of their magistrates’ inefficiency; they 
had no advantages but their charter, which, if 
their magistrates did not do their duty, they 
eould not enjoy; so that they might be said 
to be left out of the reach of the law, and 
might be said to be outlawed. This, he main- 
tained, was the case of the town of Notting- 
ham; for as the preamble of the bill stated, 
that riots had often happened at Nottingham, 
all the information the House had upon its 
table proved this, nor was there a single wit- 
ness called by the Learned Counsel at the bar 
to prove that the facts were not so. The 
truth was, that riots at Nottingham had hap- 
pened from time whereof the memory of man 
runneth not tothe contrary; but it seems they 
had been used to it so long, that it was proper 
they should endure it longer. This was an 
argument like that which the cook made use 
of when she was accused of cruelty in skinning 
live eels, that they were used to it: such was 
the case at Nottingham, they were used to 
riots there. ‘This was not only the case of an 
election for a member of Parliament, but of 
every election whatever. At the election for 
2 common councilman there was a riot and 
violent outrage, when the practice of what 
was called spencering was introduced, that of 
cutting off the clothes of those whom the mob 
did not like ; and that practice had continued. 
The election of a churchwarden, which was 
carried on in the church, was most impiously 
and scandalously outraged, where such scenes 
were acted as we never before heard of in'a 
church in any country, except one, thank 
God. . It had been said that the magistrates of 
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| the town of Nottingham had received + 

| thanks of the Judges once; now he nf ad 
_ formation on which he could venture to de. 
| pend, from some Learned Friends of his, that 
| riots often happened at the time of the assizes 
| at Nottingham. He knew that one Learned 
| Judge had said that he would never go there 


| again: that another Learned Judge had ob. 
| « 


| Served riots at the time of his sitting to admi- 
| nister justice ; that he had called on the Sheriff 
‘to do his duty, to put an end to the disturb- 
ance; the Sheriff, in a soft tone of voice, said 
' he could not: the Judge said, that if peace 
| was not restored in five minutes, he should 
| adjourn the court, and go to London and re- 
| port the matter, and then silence was ob- 
| tained: this proved that when a proper exer- 
| tion of authority took place, tranquillity might 
| be restored. It was said there was nothing 
like this bill to be found any where, whereas 
there were many cases analogous to this. 
The power of magistrates under charter 
had been increased where their power had 
been found deficient. This was the case of 
the borough of Leicester; the magistrates there 
had a power of concurrent jursdiction over 
parts of the county. The same case applied 
to Clitheroe, where the magistrates of the bo- 
rough interfere with those of the county, and 
this principle was recognised in a statute of 
Henry VII. which he cited. There was also 
an Irish act of Parliament of the 38th ot 
George III. c. 73. by which ‘the magistrates 
of the counties can go to all the boroughs to 
convict those who are guilty of selling spin- 
tuous liquors contrary to law. The Coventry 
case was likewise a case analogous to the pre- 
sent proceeding; it was an act for regulating 
the mode of admitting freemen, and making tt 
different from what it was before: all these, 
in his apprehension, were cases analogous t0 
the present; they shewed that Parliament had 
interfered in the conduct of magistrates in bo- 
roughs, as well as in places without charters, 
when the public welfare could not be sup- 
ported by these chartered customs. Here, ~{ 
deed, the evil was of a larger size, and there- 
fore the remedy should be of a larger extent: 
But did he ask for a larger remedy wort ber 
necessary? He said, decidedly, 10; "hich 
the bill was to be put into the shape ¥ “ho 
was recommended by the Hon. Gent. hich 
spoke last, it would deserve the name M aE 
the Hon. Gent. gave it in its present : ile 
that of a foolish bill; indeed, it should od 
be called his bill, he should beg leave 
draw from it altogether, and so he rt it 
would all his Hon. Friends who oP at the 
at present. The Hon. Gent. said, th? 
os pee, e istrates of the cour; 
jurisdiction of the mag it alone. 
should be confined to times of ers ; 
If he thought that mens antmating bum2? 
purpose, he had a mode of est 4 not posses 
nature which he (Mr. Bond) did 0 xcept from 
He knew nothing of Nottie table of ths 
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House at this moment. The Hon. Gent. had | 


given the House an accurate account of parties, 
and that Hon. Gent. had more reason to know 
Nottingham than he himself had ; but he must 
express what he felt, which was, an anxious 
wish that independent gentlemen should act 
for Nottingham; and if that was not to be the 
consequence of the bill, it would be an useless 
bill. .But he would ask, how, without insult- 
ing common sense, could it be required, that 
a person who was to act as a magistrate 
under the authority of this bill, should take 
out a dedimus potestatem, for the purpose of 
merely running his head into a riot, without 
having any means of preventing riot, which 
was the most interesting, anxious, and solici- 
tous part of the duty of a magistrate, of a 
good magistrate? Every one knew that every 
good magistrate exercised much of his autho- 
rity before a riot began, and that if he did it 
with judgment, it was the most valuable ser- 
vice he could render to his country, inasmuch 
as the prevention of crimes was much more 
desirable than punishment. How many riots 
had happened at Nottingham, and would con- 
tinue to happen, if this bill was thrown out? 
Magistrates had much to do ina quiet way, 
as well as acting on occasions of actual riot: 
they had no small discreticn to exercise on the 
subject of licensing alehouses. Did we not 
hear almost from every charge delivered by a 
Learned Judge to the grand jury at.an assize, 
something on these topics? To provide against 
these evils was one of the objects of the bill. 
He knew that these tumults could not grow 
up unless there were nests where they were 


Nottingham election. 
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Mr. Moors (of Coventry) said, that if he 
had been on the committee, he should not 
have confined his labours to what the com- 
mittee had confined their Report to upon the 
He thought the magis- 
rates had neglected their duty in this case. 


He read the Report of the committee with ac- 


curacy and attention, and he thought, that, 
from recent experience, he was competent to 


| form a tolerable judgment,how far this mea- 


|'which it was intended, 





sure was likely to answer the purpose for 
He’ had witnessed 
some riotous proceedings at Coventry, and 
other populous places, and he examined the 
description of the riot at Nottingham, in order 
to see whether it resembled what he had wit- 
nessed at other places. He saw, however, 
that in the business of Nottingham there was 
much to lament and much to correct; but he 
saw nothing in the Report upon this subject, 
which the magistrates at present in the town 
of Nottingham were not competent to cor- 
rect; and this, he thought, was fully made 
out by one witness, who was three days under 
examination; who had proved that tranquil- 
lity might be restored at Nottingham, and 
who had indeed restored it. He thought, that 
every necessary provision should be made to 
prevent the recurrence of the evil in this case, 
without overturning the constitution of the 
borough, and that was by rousing the magis- 
trates of the town from their dormancy. He 
had no doubt that the mayor and other officers 
had neglected their duty upon this occasion, 
and that they were highly criminal; there was 
an evil existing, but he did not think this pro- 


nurtured. He knew there was no turbulence | posed act of Parliament was calculated to re- 
or confusion of which the plot was not laid in | medy that evil, nor did he approve of any of 
some alehouse; and as to what the Hon, | the remedies which had been proposed: there 


Gent. observed on the posse comitatus, he felt 
no difference, such as the Hon. Gent. hinted 


at, likely to happen: but he knew that force | 


would never be drawn out unless there was an 
occasion for it, and then he should rejoice to 
see the efforts of the honest yeomanry of the 
kingdom opposed to a Jacobin mob. These 
Were the provisions which, in his opinion, 
Would render the bill efficacious, and without 
which it would be inadequate to the purpose 
fo: which it was intended. Considering this 
bill on the point of law, it was unobjection- 
able; considering’ it upon policy, it was expe- 
dient; considering it in point of probable 
effect, he had strong hopes it would be effica- 
cious. In a word, he believed that if the 
souse adopted this bill, they would adopt the 
¢st means that had yet been offered to re- 
medy 4 considerable evil; that if this bill 
Was rejected by the House, new blood and a 
vital Principle would: be transfused into the 
; Carcases of anarchy in this place, and 
m would again resuscitate; but if the bill 
ane agtged to, the magistrates would become 
at they ought to be, a protection to the 
Bo0d and a terror to the wicked. ._ 


7 











was nothing really wanting but to awaken the 
magistrates out of their dormancy, and that 
was to be effected by making them feel the 
severities of the law, for criminally neglecting 
their duty. In support of this, he referred to 
the instance given by the Hon. and Learned 
Gent. who had just preceded him,. of the 
threat of the Learned Judge having such an 
effect. He observed, that what was done with 
Simpson at the bar of the House might bea 
lesson proper to be taught to some others ; and 
concluded with observing, that he saw nothing 
in the case of Nottingham any more than an 
other place where there had been riots, whic 
could not be properly remedied by a due ad- 
ministration of the law as it now stands, and 
that could not be accomplished by rousing the 
magistrates to the performance of their duty, 
the which if they neglected, they might be 
reminded of by the wholesome penalties of the 
law. 


Mr. FRANKLAND said, that to incumber the 
present measure witha previous investigation 
of guilt, would. necessarily delay the, issuing 
of the writ; whilst on the contrary, the pag 
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ing of the bill would énable the town of Not- | dération of the fotther ridts whith had taken 


tingham to return a representative to Parlia- | 


ment. The concession which had been made | 
by the opposers of the present bill, in suggest- 
ing an amendment, necessarily destroyed their 
arguments against its principle. With respect 
to the amendment suggested, it was supposing 
a mode of controlling riots, by first permitting 
them to exist, and that a justice of the peace 
should first see the peace broken before he 
acts. 


Mr. Grey said he had not had time to read 
the whole of the Report, but he had a right 
to complain that those who brought in the bill 
had not brought forward in its support any 
specific parts of the evidetice contained in that 
Report. The Hon. and Learned Gent. (Mr. 
Bond) had set out with observing, that he did 
not mean to impute guilt to the magistrates of 
Nottingham ; and had concluded by making 
a very heavy charge against them of criminal 
neglect of duty, and secretly encouraging a 
Jacobin mob. He could not agree that extend- 
ing a magistracy was not, in many instances, 
destroying it. ‘The present bill was a bill of 
disfranchisement, and a severe’ bill of pains 
and penalties. He did not think that any of 
the cases adduced by the Hon. and Learned 
Gent. applied to that now under considera- 
tion. The Hon. and Learned Gent. had said, 
that the greater the evil the more extensive 
ought to be the measure which was proposed 
to remedy that evil: he asked the Hon. Gent. 
to state those points of evidence which maitle 
out his case. If the magistrates were criminal, 

unish them. Something had been said about 
enity: in this case the magistrates of Notting- 
ham were not convicted criminals praying for 
mercy, but persons calling out fortrial. The 
former riots which had taken place at Notting- 
ham, did not appear to enter regularly into 
the consideration of the committee. From 
the statement of the Hon. and Learned Gent. 
it Must be inferred, that the magistrates were 
either guilty of wilful neglect, or that they 
did not. possess sufficient powers; if the for- 
fey, they ought to be punished; if the latter, 
it did not appear to hiny that the giving a con- 
current jurisdiction to the magistrates of the 
county would be a sufficient remedy. It might 
be very possible, and if the bill went into a 
committee he should propose it as an ameénd- 
ment, to require ten housekeepers, in case of 
atiot, to sign a requisition to the neighbouring 
niagistrates, in which case the latter might 
bring in the posse comitatus. This would con- 
fine the bill to the fact complained of. 





Mr. Rose said, if he had any objectiot'to 
the bill, it was that it did not go far enough. 
No‘speech had ever satisfied him more | 
any subject than that of the Hon. and Learned | 
Gent. with re to the present bill. ‘The 
Hon. Gent.(Mr. Grey) had urged: that ‘the 





committee had no right to go into the consi-. 


place at Nottingham; but the fact was, that 
they were brought forward by the Magistrates 
of Nottingham themselvés, in order to prove 
that riots at an election in that town were no. 
thing new. The Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox) had 
taken credit to the people of Nottingham, be- 
cause the story fespecting the Goddess of 
Reason did not prove to be exactly true: but 
proceedings certainly did take place which 
were not very creditable—There clearly ap- 
peared either gross neglect on the part of the 
magistrates of Nottingham, or the greatest 
insufficiency of power. 





pemeetetastendiine 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tuesday, May 3.—( See Minutes, p. 811.) 


[Bank OF IRELAND. ]—The order of the 
day for the second reading of the Bank of Ire- 
land restriction bill being read, and on the 
question being put that the bill be now read a 
second time, 

Lord KtnG rose, and, in a speech of some 
length, delivered his sentiments upon the mea- 
sure before the House, and upon the important 
Subjects connected with it. In discussing 
these; however, he observed he should, though 
in a general view of them they might beara 
more comprehensive scope, confine himselt to 
those points which more immediately con 
cerned Ireland. The Noble Lord set out with 
observing the very great increase of Bank of Jre- 
land small notes in circulation, which within a 
comparatively short space of time had increas 
éd more than foutfold, and which considers 
tion should operate’ upon their Lordships minds 
with respect to the great discretionary pow + 
which the present bill continued to vest in Mc 
Directors of the Bank of Ireland. He yn 
aware, that in defence of the measure muct 
stress would be laid on the utility of — 
banks, the great assistance afforded on f 
the national bank, &c.; but with “nn ad 
Ireland, a part of this argument wo i 
hold good, for it was well known that rad 
banks had not increased of late a phn 
country, which was chiefly to be attrivu sca 4 
the unfortunate situation in which that ~ oa 
had for along time been plunged. * oti 
dering this part of the subject, ~ wire 
advertéd to the large issue of sma 1 to the 
for seven and ten shillings; Ke. = te ad 
effects producéd by such a Sethe banks 
alluded to one advantage which pr stentite 
possessed over those grounded oO y greatel 
public institutions, namely, the oe false 
control they possessed with respec” | he 
and fabricated notes. To 2 certain ©”, 
admigted that the competition Pro iy 
Senet ot ode x etreuntatances «DCN 
eaid reRieted Honour uport them, rar ble 
continuing to’pay in specie was issued 
time after the prohibitory order 
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1797. Their Lordships would be aware of the | 


exorbitant abuse of the discretionary power 
vested in the Bank P/rectors of freland, when 
they contemplated the excessive increase in 
the issue 6f small notes, and which was a suf- 
ficient reason that in 1801 the course of the 
exchange should be 17 per cent. against Ire- 
land, a circumstance which he regarded as _ 
singular in the history of commerce ; and | 
specie, he observed, had in a great measure 

disappeared in the southern parts of Ireland. | 
The Directors had perverted their discretion- | 
ary powers to ends of private advantage: he 

meant the Proprietors of the Bank stock, 

which was advantaged to the public detriment. 

He contrasted the large issues made by the 

Bank of Ireland with those of the Bank of | 
England, within a given period; and he con- | 
tended that it would be impolitic and im- | 
proper to vest in future such a discretionary | 
sower in the Bank of Ireland Directors, aft er 

they had seen the nature and tendency of their | 
former conduct. Lie had it in contemplation | 
to propose a clause to be introduced into the | 
bill, which in its effect would in some mea- | 
sure do away the nauseous parts of it: the | 
object of this would be, to oblige the Bank of | 
Ireland Directors, after a given period, sup- | 
pose six months, to pay in Bank of England 

notes, which would have the effect of placing 

the Bank of Ireland, to a certain degree, in 

the same situation as that of England was be- | 
fore the suspension of payments in specie. He 

argued, that such a reculation would be ate | 
tended with no ill effects; and he expatiated | 
upon the impropriety of vesting in the Bank 

of Ireland a power of depreciating the standard 

of the currency of that country. He thought 

the case at best an extreme one, and were 

Parliament called upon to act so with re- 

spect to the Bank of England it would cer- 

tainly refuse the interference. He knew not 

whether the present was the regular stage for 

proposing such a clause; but whenever it could 

be introduced into the bill, he most’ seriously 

recommended their Lordships to adopt it. 





—" 


_ The Earl of Limerick contended that the 
directors of the Bank of Ireland were driven 
dy necessity, and from step to step, to in- 
crease the issue of their small notes; and that 
the proposed remedy, instead of removing, 
would only aggravate whatever unavoidable 
¢vils might exist. ‘Towards the close of 1796 
it was a part of the-plan of a set of desperate 
and ambitious conspirators, who plunged their 
country into rebellion, fo palsy by every means 
in their power, the exertions and credit of the 
Bank of Ireland: a very considerable issue of 
small notes was the recult of their machina- 
tions. He contended that the credit and secu- 
rity of the Bank of Ireland was made stronger 
than evers it had withstood the shocks of re- 

liony invasion, and of untoward events, 
from a variety of other Causes. He expatiated 
at length on the various causes of the unfa- 
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| vourable course of exchange against Ireland, 
which however he denied prevailed to the de- 


gree laid down by the Noble Lord; the chief 


‘of these he stated to arise from the effects of 


the rebellion, the interest of debt remitted to 


| this country, and the increased drains of ab- 


sentees. ‘These various positions were esta- 
blished by the Noble Earl by calculations and 
details drawn from official documents, &c. 
le concluded by strongly recommending it 
to their Lordships to accede to the bill before 
them. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Tuesday, May 3.—( See Minutes, p. 811.) 


[NoTTinGHAM ELECTION. }—-Mr. HAws 
kins Browne moved the order of the day for 
the third reading of the Nottingham election 
bill. 


Mr. Fox said, though he had stated his ob- 
jections at some length on a former evening 
to the bill before the House, yet he thonght it 
his duty again to address the House on the 
same topic. ‘The bill now the subject of 
discussion, was of serious consequence to the 
kingdom, as it went to undermine the ancient 
law of the country, and intrust an improper 
power in the hands of Government: he 
therefore wished the House to give.the bill due 
consideration before it was suffered to pass 
into a law. Much had been said of the lenity 
which had been shewn to the magistrates by 
the present measure; but he thought there 
was no lenity in taking a man’s character away, 
when no charge had been made against him. 
This was exactly the case with respect to the 
mayor and magistrates of Nottingham; they 
have been abused, but nothing has been offered 
to prove that they were guilty of any offence: 
they have challenged the committee to come 
forward and accuse them of improper con- 
duct, but thechallenge has not been accepted 5 
it was therefore extremely improper to de- 
stroy the reputation of the magistrates, with- 
out giving to the House some proof of their 
enilt.. He did not mean to doubt but much 
disturbance had taken place in the town of 
Nottingham; the resolutions, however, did 
not go so far as to prove, in any way, that 
the magistrates had wilfully connived at the 
evil complained of. If the Hon. Gent. who 
had brought this bill into the House were satis- 
fied that the mazistrates were guihy of any 
wrong, why not bring those gentlemen before 
a court of justice? The magistrates have re- 
peatedly solicited to have*their conduct can- 
vassed in a court of law, bet a species of 
lenity has been shewn them that has gone 
to destroy their peace of mind and character. 
These gentlemen, by the present bill, were 
to account for the riots which took place, not 
only at the late election, but for these ten 
years past : he considered it a dangerous prin- 
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ceive the vote of the House. Agreeable to the! duced a pamphlet, and read several passages 


meaning of this bill, whenever an inhabitant is 
inclined to find fault with the conduct of a 
magistrate, he, in conjunction with a party, 
may increase the number of magistrates till 
there is no end to them, and in a few years 
half the men in the county will be chosen ma- 
gistrates, under the idea of looking over each 
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from it, which went to shew, that if the bill 
passed, it would operate as a punishment on 
the present magistrates, by the establishment 
of a concurrent jurisdiction of the county ma- 
gistrates, though it did not destroy their pre. 
sent power. He said he should trouble the 
House but a minute or two longer, in obsery- 


other: this certainly was contrary to the an- | ing he had no objection to the increase of the 
cient law of the country. It is a characteristic | number of magistrates, if there was an altera- 


feature of the perfection of the British constitu- 
tion, that magistrates should be under the nomi- 
nation of the Crown: no increase was made to 
the number of magistrates in London in con- 
sequence of the riots which took place in the 





tion in the manner of electing them: the pre- 
sent method he could never submit to. 


Mr. Bonp said, that what had been before 
said on the bill, rendered it unnecessary for 


Hong 1780; but he was ready to allow there him to go at length into its merits; but he 


ad been an increase of magistrates in the city 
and liberty he had the honour to represent; 
and he was proud to say, that the magistrates 
of Westminster had been highly useful to the 
inhabitants. If the riots at Nottingham had 
-been mentioned at the time the riots of Lon- 


don and Birmingham had taken place, little | 
indeed would have been thought of the com- ! 


plant. He must again repeat, if the magis- 


trates were guilty, there was not an inch of 
ground fer them to stand on; but they had | 


challenged a prosecution, they had solicited 
theiropponents toproceed against them, as they 
knew acourt of justice would send them into so- 
ciety free from disgrace. As he had mentioned 
the name of Mr. Coke repeatedly in the course 
of the debates on the present bill, he thought 
it necessary to say, he never knew a man of a 
better private character than that Gentleman. 
It was almost unnecessary to mention the great 
difference of opinion which has long existed 
at Nottingham with respect to politics: he 
however would say, if the present bill passed 
into a law, it would be in favour of Mr. Coke. 
It had been said, that the power of concur- 
rent magistrates would only be called in on 
extraordinary occasions; but he would ask 
the House, whether a man, having been once 
nominated a magistrate, would not, according 
to the state of human nature, take upon him 
all the authority of his office? and then his 
power would be a compound of duty and in- 
terest; therefore the Hon, Gent. saying, that 
the assistant daty of the magistrates was re- 
quired during a riot, was absurd. Notwith- 
standing all that had been said with respect to 
the magistrates of Nottingham, he would ask, 
whether the judicial power of Nottingham 
was worse than in any other town? He knew 
it was not, Mr, Coke brought a bill into Par- 
liament some years ago, to carry the causes 
from the sessions of the town of Nottingham 
to the county, byt no man had thought pro- 
pate avail himself of that law to thisday. 


were not only to syf- | hi 


present magistrates 
fer for the riots at the 5 pan but for all 
disturbances, | as pulling down 
j mills, &c. All these offences had been 
‘ iin a very ingenious way to attach blame 


" 
' 





could not but express his surprise, that the 
last Hon. Gent. should have said last night, 
when the bill was in a committee, that he had 
no objection to the bill if his amendment was 
acceded to by the committee, and to hear him 
now, in the most energetic language, repro- 
bate the whole of the bill: he thought the 
Hon.Gent. a little inconsistent in his conduct. 
The bill went, in his mind, to prevent future 
riots in the town and county of Nottingham, 
which must be the object of every man’s wish 
who was acquainted with the wickedness 
which had taken place in that town and coun- 
ty. Now the clause which the Hon. Gent. 
had proposed, went to give power to persons 
after a riot had taken place; this he thought 
very inconsistent, and not at all calculated to 
be of service to the inhabitants of Notting- 
ham. The Hon. Gent. had used many strong 
words to weaken the bill with the House, but 
he had to observe, that no threats should pre- 
vent him from doing his duty. He thought !t 
would be extremelywrong to wait for a riot be- 
fore the inhabitants nominated magistrates to 
put a stop to it, and therefore the Hon. Gent. s 
amendment could not be approved of. The 
Learned Gent, (Sergeant Lens) who addressed 
the House on the merits of the present bill, 
had stated that the measure had been con- 
ducted in a very lenient way to the mayor my 
magistrates, and that much blame certain'y 
attached to them: he should therefore giv¢ his 
decided opinion in favour of the bill. 


Mr. Grey said that the Hon. Gent. had = 
answered the arguments of his Hon. Frien¢, 
but be had ventured to make bold assertion’ 
he did not recollect that the Learned ere 
had, in his address to the House, said that of 
magistrates were guilty of wilful Tie 
duty, and he thought it was contrary se 
custom of the House to refer to any former ” 
bates. If he was permitted to recur to ¥ 
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it less cbjectionable: he however would not | 


trespass on the time of the House by repeating 
his Hon. Friend’s arguments; but he thought 
they had been perverted in a most unjustifiable 
manner. 


The ATTorNEY GENERAL expressed his 
surprise that the Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox) should 
have opposed the bill, after he had proposed 
an amendment yesterday in the committee. 
The Hon. Gent. then gave a statement of the 
facts which took place in the town and county 
of Nottingham; and observed, that the pre- 
sent bill was brought into the House from a 
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conviction that the magistrates had not done 
their duty, and he assured the House, that he | 
would not have given his support to the bill if | 
he had not. been satisfied the magistrates had | 
not done their duty. It was therefore neces- | 
sary that some measure should be adopted to 
keep the peace of the town and county of | 
Nottingham,- and ensure the freedom of elec- | 
tion. He could not approve of the conduct of | 
the magistrates and returning officer, notwith- | 
standing all that had been said in favour of | 
them; and it had been »pretty clearly proved, | 
that they had not taken any effectual means | 
to suppress the riots. If the magistrates had | 
made use of all their civil power, and that | 
would not do, he had no hesitation in saying, | 
that they ought to have called in the military | 
to their assistance; and he was sure the re- | 
turning officer would not have been censured | 
for seeing the peace of the town kept during a 
fair and legal election; and the House of 
Commons would pause, had the business come 
before them, ere they would censure the re- 
tnrning officer for doing all he could to sup- 
port the freedom*of election, and keep the 
peace of the inhabitants. An Hon. Member 
opposite to him had said, that the Judges had 
bestowed great praise on the order and regu- 
larity of the town of Nottingham ; but it must 
be recollected that was upwards of eighteen 
years ago; and, therefore, the encomiums of the 
then existing Judges could have no weight with 
the House now. It was necessary, in order to 
Prevent riot, that the magistrates should be 
known, that appearance and power should 
have some effect with a mob. Under all the 
circumstances of the case he should not trou- 
ble the House any longer, as much had been 
said with respect to the present question; but 
he thought it highly necessary that the bill 
should pass the House, in order to support 
the freedom of election, and the peace of the 
inhabitants, 5 


Mr. Grey explained. He said he did not 
advert to the Hon. Gent. having quoted the 
arguments made yse of on a former day, but 








debate, and some other serious inconveniencies 
in the discussions of that House. 


Mr. Fox explained also upon the subject of 
his having proposed, yesterday, to alter a 
clause of this bill in a committee of the whole 
House. He said he thought this a bad mea- 
sure; and he had therefore endeavoured to 
alter it, so as to make it less bad; but that 


' did not imply any approbation of any part of 


it, any more than if a land-tax bill of four 
shillings in the pound were now proposed, 
and he were to propose in a committee to have 
two shillings, instead:of four, inserted in the 
bill: he could not be said to be a friend to the 
bill itself; he proposed it as a less evil than 
that of the original bill. As to his having ob- 
served, that the town of Nottingham had been 
commended on account of the tranquillity, 
which had been approved of by two Learned 
Judges, the Hon. Gent. who had taken notice 
of it, had very much misapprehended his 
meaning. He did not quote it as an extraor- 
dinary case, merely on account of the absence 
of a riot, but he stated it to shew the police 
and general good government of the town un- 
der its present municipal authority; and he 
had accompanied it with an observation of a 
general nature, namely, that there were fewer 
crimes in the town of Nottingham than in many 
others of which no complaint had been made: 
this shewed the purity of the general admini- 
stration of justice in that town; and the ob- 
servations of the Learned Judges, to whom he 
had referred, fairly bore that interpretation ; 
and he thought the manner in which that sub- 
ject was now treated by Gentlemen on the 
other side of the House, full as hard on the 
Learned Judges as they could be on him. 
With regard to certain officers, who had been 
alluded to in the course of this debate, he did 
not say one word on them, because there was 
nothing concerning them in the present bill. 
As to any accusation that could be made against 
the magistrates for not bringing in the military, 
that was best answered by the fact—they did 
bring in the military. 


Mr. FRANKLAND said, he should suppose 
that if a tax was proposed of four shillings in 
the pound, and two shillings inthe pound was 
proposed instead of it, such an amendment 
might be made by a person who thought if he 
could not oppose the bill altogether success- 
fully, yet would wish to render it less objec- 
enabhes bie he had no conception of that 
sort of amendment, which, under pretence of 
lessening a supposed evil, introduced inde- 
pendent matter, that was of itself a 
evil than that which it affected to ish 5 
and this he considered to be the nature of the 
. Gent. had j ; ie 
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borough in the kingdom; upon which, he | 


confessed, he had no apprehensions whatever: | 
the riots of the town of Nottingham were the | 


foundation of this; they were not like the | which, in his opinion, recommended the bill 


riots of other places, for they were become 
habitual riots, and required a remedy like the 
present. 


that the question now before the House was a 


ther the freedom of election of the town of 


Nottingham should be continued? He disap- | 


remedy, and-he objected to giving to additional 
powecr_of interference tomagistrates appointed 
by the Crown: now this was the very thing 


most. He did not like the mode of choosing 


the present magistrates of the town of Not- 


tingham, because they were self-clected ma- 


Lord G ‘ PyRA A. | gistrates, they elected each other; and when 
rd GeorGe CAVENDISH said, he thought | 


) 


proved of the riots which had taken place in| 
that town, but he thought no ground was laid | 


for so strong a measure as the present, which 


proofs of the necessity of such a measure as 
this, before it was adopted by the House. He 
was himself an elector of Nottingham, but he 
had never exercised his franchise, nor did he 
oppose this measure from any personal con- 
siderations of any kind whatever. He looked 
upon the right of election as a very serious 
matter, and not to be altered but upon the 
most absolute necessity, such as in this case 
did not appear: he thought innovation in those 
matters very. dangerous. 


Mr. Rose said, that if this bill was founded 
on a mere riot happening once at Nottingham, 
he should have thought it prudent to have de- 
liberated a good deal; but that was not the 
case, for it was not merely on the last riot at 
Nottingham that the bill was founded, but on 
a proof of a system of rioting, and that proof 
came before the committee on the cross-exa- 
mination of the witnesses produced on behalf 
of the Petitioner, when it appeared as a sort 
of justification of the riot at the last elec- 
tion for Nottingham, that what then happened 
there was net new. Gentlemen seemed to 
say, “ God bicss us! riots at Nottingham! 
What do you complain of? We will shew 
you_that this is not new; there never was an 
election at Nottingham without a riot; it is 
not confined to the election of Members to 
serve in Parliament, but it happens at the elec- 
tion of every municipal officer of that place, 
and even on occasions when there is no elec- 
tion at all, and in some of which men have 


fect, to punish every person whom the pre- 
vailing party did not like; and that punish- 
ment was inflicted on them by burning their 

ty, destroying their cattle, and inflict- 





he saw a bench of magistrates who elected 


_each other, imeapable, or unwilling, to pre- 
very important one; no less than this, whe- | 


serve the peace of a populous town, he could 


| have no difficulty in agreeing to some remedy 


to that evil, but that remedy was not to con- 
sist of appointing more magistrates of the 
same description. He had no hesitation in 


Saying, that the conduct of the magistrates at 
was that of altering the jurisdiction of the ma- | 
gistracy of the town. He thought there should | 
have been laid before the House much further | 





the last election for the town of Nottingham 
was highly culpable; for it appeared, that men 
came to the booth and shook an halter at one 
of the candidates, and said, “ If I had you at 
another place, you should suffer death by 
this ;”’ and that very man afterwards sat down 
by the side of one of the magistrates. It ap- 
peared also, that men sat on the top of the 
booth, and gave notice to others stationed at 
a distance, to observe»their signals, to insult, 
in the most cruel manner, all those who did 
not vote for their favourite; and all this 
was followed up, on the part of the magis- 
trates, by merely saying, “ Gentlemen, all 
this is extremely: wrong ;’’ and there was no 
instance of the magistrates doing their duty 
properly. ‘The military were called in, but 
if the sheriff hacdsuspended the election during 
the riot, there would have been an end of the 
riet, because then there would have been an en- 
tire defeat of the object of the riot. The Hon. 
Gent. (Mr. Fox), in his explanation, had said, 
that he did-not mean that the Learned Judge 
took notice of the good government of the 
town of Nottingham in one instance, but that 
he gave it as evidence of the general good g0- 
vernment of the tewn: ‘but this he knew, to 
the reproach of a magistrate there, that 2 
Judge’s warrant was once sent there, for the 
purpose of appreliending a rioter, and the ae 
gistrate did not follow it up, and see It — 
ted. The Rt. Hon, Gent. then concluded oe 
saying, that this bill should have his cordia! 
support, and he was really sorry that the ~ 
mittee had not carried the matter — . 
thought they would have done well to oe 
recommended to the House to call upon one 
Attorney General to prosecute with the rig . 
of the law, those who by name had been re 
ported to have conducted themselves so cna 
nally. 


Lord GrorGe CAVENDISH explained, and 
said, that, so far from screening the wai 
trates, he syeecten, prviobing them, TT NoMine- 
ham, but he was for preserving ancie?® © 
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Mr. Hawxins Browne observed, that the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. who had lately spoken (Mr. 
Rose) had said, that the committee should 
have taken steps towards the punishment of 
the instigators of the late riots at Nottingham ; 
that they should have been marked out in the 
Report as objects fit for punishment: the rea- 
son why the committee did not do so was, 
that the persons alluded to were not parties to 
the cause before the committee, and could not 
be heard in their own defence, and so the 
committee thought it would not be fair to 
proceed te any step that. might lead to their 
punishment, without giving them an opportu- 
nity of being heard in their own defence: but 
the committee had recommended that the 
House might peruse the evidence, and upon 
which evidence it was as competent to any 
member of the House as it was to the commit- 
tee, to recommend a prosecution against all 
or any of those persons who appeared to have 
misconducted themselves. This bill had been 
called a strong measure; he proposed it as a 
strong measure, for he did not put the riots at 
Nottingham upon a footing with common 
riots; they were not like the riots at Coventry, 
nor any other election riots. He did not call 
the riots of Nottingham election riots; it was 
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was destroyed by this bill, for it only gave to 
other justices a concurrent jurisdiction with 
them. As to the precedent, of which the 
Hon. Gent. appeared to be so apprehensive, 
he owned he saw no danger in it, for such a 
measure never would be taken except where it 
was necessary, and it would never be neces- 
sary, but where such principles prevailed as 
those which made a system of riot at Notting- 
ham, and it was our comfort that such prine 
ciples had but little root in this country. 


Mr. SHaw Lerever said, that the present 
bill had his hearty concurrence. As to the 
améfidment proposed yesterday, by an Hon. 
Gent. who opposed this bill with much vehe- 
mence (Mr. Fox), he found it his duty to 
oppose it, not only on account of its general 
bad principle, but also because it tended to 
degrade the magistracy of the counties of this 
kingdom, to reduce them, and to place them in 
a situation with the posse comitatus of whichthey 
were thedirectors on fit occasions. Asto county 
magistrates being called crown magistrates, he 
begged it to be understood by the public, that 
they were persons generally appointed to their 
office (which was a laborious one, and which 
they performed gratis), upon principles of in- 





a planned scheme, long concerted; to insult 


dependence. They were appointed for the 


and ill-treat in the most outrageous manner, | general good of the country, and they gene- 
all those who should vote for Mr. Coke, and | rally acted upon the principle of their appoint- 


there were men stationed at and upon the 
booth for that purpose, and to give signals 
for persons at a distance to do the same thing ; 
it was in the estimation.of these rioters a capi- 
tal crime to vote for a Gentleman who had 
represented the town for upwards of twenty 
years, rather than for a Gentleman who, what- 
ever his merit was, was certainly a new candi- 
date. The outrages were the effect of a syste- 
matic plan; in short, it was a scheme founded 
on French principles, which produced French 
practices; and if this bill was an unprecedented 
measure, he answered, that the cause which 
produced it was unprecedegted in this coun- 
try. The Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox) had called 
this bill a measure of affected and insulting le- 
nity. Now the committee did not consider 
any thing of lenity, they were guided by views 
of justice, as it was their duty to be guided. 
There was net any difference of opinion on 
the conduct of the magistrates ; they all agreed 
that effectual measures were not taken by 
them at the last election for Nottingham to 
suppress riot, and to preserve the freedom of 
election ; but the committee had not expressed 
their opinion so.as directly to involve the ma- 
gistrates in criminality ; they did not think pro- 
per to propose any measure of prosecution, sup- 
posing that which was assumed on the other 
side to be correct, which was far from being the 


case; but supposing it to be so, namely, that 
these magistrates of the town of Nottingham 
‘were elected by the people, and that, as such, 


they were the guardians of the people 
yet it could not be said that their jurisdiction 


i ment. 


He did not like that it should go forth 
from that House to the public, that the ma- 
gistrates of the counties had either salaries or 
| emoluments for what they did, or that they 
had any dependance on the Crown or other 
dependance whatever; on the contrary, they 
devoted their time often from week to week, 
leaving the concerns of themselves and families, 
to perform some of the most important busi- 
ness of the county and of the public, without 
any other fee or reward than the approbation 
of their consciences for having contributed 
much to the public welfare. As to the licen- 
sing of public-houses, no advantages Were de- 
rived to the county magistrates from it; on 
the contrary, it was a power, the exercise of 
which gave them much trouble. Some clerks 
and inferior persons had fees and emoluments 
on such occasions, but the magistrates none. 


| 


Mr. Fox explained, and said he was misun- 
derstood by the Hon. Gent. who spoke last: he 
did not mean to cast the slightest reflection on 
the magistrates of the counties, on account of 
their being appointed by the Crown; on the 
contrary, he stated that the greater part of 
our magistracy was appointed by the Crown, 
and that he regarded as one of the excellencies 
of the system of our government when the 
were mixed with those magistrates who 
elected. He never knew any suspicion ent 
tained of the general character of the ju 
for the counties, He never ii 
sinuated that their power was 
corrupt motives: what he said was, there was 
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much merit in the principle, and great benefit | come back and. ‘solicit him to renew his en- 
from the practice of blending with them in | gagements with them; but this application 
the general government of the community, was refused by Mr. Taylor, unless the Board 
magistrates who were elective; and he had | gave him an additional sum of 1o per cent. to 
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only alluded to the general duty of a magis-_ 


trate, and observed that some parts of it were 
more agrecable to perform than others. The 
excellence of our general government by mu- 
nicipal authority was, that it was blended, 
that it was an union of those who were nomi- 
nated by the Crown, and those who were 
elected by the subject; for he detested that 
affectation of simplicity which would have 
one of them without the other. The excel- 
lency of our system consisted in providing that 
they should go on together, but each in his 
proper station. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, May 4.—( See Minutes, p. 811.) 
[Navy AaBuseE BILL. ]—Sir Henry Mi.p- 


what he before had from them. This, among 
_ other things, ought to come before the House 
| through the medium of the commissioners, so 
| that Parliament might form some. opinion of 
_Mr. Taylor’s conduct. He begged leave to 
| call the attention of the House to the time the 
| Navy Abuse Bill was &rst offered for the con- 
| sideration of Parliament: at that period he 
| well recollected, that the friends of the bill 
urged the necessity of passing it immediately 
| into a law, as many abuses in the navy were 
| known to exist; he therefore thought if there 

was good cause to pass the bill into a law at a 

very short notice, there was also good cause 

to know something of the good effect pro- 
| duced by the bill; he should therefore move, 
| that the commissioners appointed by act of 
| Parliament, to investigate abuses in the civil 
_ departments of the navy, as practised by prize 


MAY rose, and observed, that in any thing he | agents, &c. &c. do report the same to the 
was about to say on a question, in his mind, | House. 

of considerable importance to the House and | 

the public at large, he did not mean to attach | Sir CHAries Poe said, he had the honour 
any unjust conduct to any gentleman in his Ma- | to be one of the*commissioners appointed by 
jesty’s navy. He was entirely governed by an | the bill in question, and he could assure the 
act of Parliament which passed a short time | House, that no time had been lost, and that 
back, the letter and spirit of which required, | ever since he, with the other commissioners, 
that the commissioners appointed under the | had met, they had sat from five to seven hours 
act to investigate the abuses which have taken | a day; he thought it necessary to observe, that 








place in his Majesty’s navy, should report to | as soon as fair copies were made out, the Re- 


the House the nature and result of their 
minute inguiry ; but he could not but express 
his astonishment, that so much time should 
have elapsed since the passing of the bill, for 
the purpose mentioned, and not the least in- 
formation has yet been given to Parliament on 
the subject. He thought it would have been 
no more than the duty of the commissioners 
to have given the House some information 
how they were going on, in the business im- 
posed on them: but it did not appear that the 
public was likely to receive any information 


on the subject. Under this impression he rose | 


to address the House, on what he thought 
was his duty as a Member of Parliament. 
Tlere was one circumstance among several, 
that he should take the liberty to. mention to 
the House, which called for some investiga- 
tion. A gentleman of the name of Taylor, had 
entered into a contract with the Board of 
Admiralty, for the term of seven, fourteen, 
and twenty-one years, to furnish Government 
with blocks; but without any real cause of 
yy as Mr. Taylor, the Board of 
Admiralty thought proper to break the con- 
tract with him at theend of nine years: this 
sudden and strange conduct on the part of the 
Board of Admiralty to Mr. Taylor, operated 
for a time as hurtful to his arrangements: 


port should be laid before the House for the 
| inspection of Parliament, and which should 
be done as early as possible. He did not doubt 
but if the Hon. Bart. had made any inquiry 
respecting the business in question, of either 
of the commissioners, he would not have 
brought forward the present motion; he 
therefore could not but receive it as a re 
buke. 


Captain Marxua said, he had the honour 
to ag Member of the Board of Admiralty. 
but all he had to observe at present on the 
Hon. Gent.’s remarks ing Mr. Taylor 
was, that the Admiralty considered the a 
‘tract between him and them as a bad one 10) 
the public; he however should not ow 
into the particulars now, but when the - 
ness came before the House, he should ne 
at some length on the subject ; yet st mug “ 
nece for him on the present occasion “ 
inform House, that a very ingeusos es 
chanic had invented an engine to cut b wa 1 
at a much less expense than Mr. Te aety 
make them for, consequently it was lic 
of the Board of Admiralty to save the pu 
money, by getti as possible 
And i 


by gince 
the pleasure of informing the House, that 
the year 179%) we have a better naval fores ' 
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stand against any enemy, than we had before 
that period. As to the French naval force, | 
which had been so much talked of, it only 
existed in the minds of Gentlemen on the op- 
posite side of the House. He did not hesitate 
to say, that the French naval force consisted 
of nothing but a few fishing-boats. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUER said, | 
he concurred entirely with the Hon. Gent. 
who said there was no imputation whatever 
of blame upon the Admiralty Board; but his 
regret was, that some particulars had been 
entered into in the speech of the Hon. Member 
who made this motion. All that had been 
said on the subject to which the speech of the 
Hon. Bart. referred, must necessarily form a 
part of the object to which the inquiry of the 





committee was to be directed, and surely it | fieet could be manned. 
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part of it, had been starved by parsimony, or 
from any other cause neglected, or that there 
should rest a suspicion that it had been neg- 
lected; but he made no such declaration as 
that which had been imputed to him. He 
never said that fifty sail of the line would be 
ready for sea at a moment of emergency, with- 
in a month, as the Hon. Bart. stated; but he 
said then, and he said now, that although in 
time of peace, on an emergency, fifty sail of 
the line might be got ready for sea, he had not 
intimated, for it would be madness to intimate, 
that in that period all the men for that num- 
ber of ships could be provided. His expres- 
sion, at the time, conveyed no such meaning, 
and it would appear impossible, from the 
nature of the thing; so it was now impossible 
to say correctly the period within which that 
When a number of 


was not too much to ask that the discussion of | ships and proper equipments for them may be 


that and other points which were the objects 
of inquiry of the committee, should be sus- 
pended until the Report had been made.— 
An Hon. Gent. at the head of the committee, 
had stated that the Report would in part be 


ready, was a matter which might be calculated, 
and therefore stated, and that was all to which 
his expression referred, and that might be stil], 


better known by those who were at the head 


ready in the course of a very few days, and | 
he thought that Hon. Member had satisfied the | 
House there had been no delay in the progress | 


of the inquiry, nor needed that Hon. Member 
have brought forward any comparison between 
the present time and the year 1790, as to the 


interval that had passed between the form-_ 
ing of the committee and the making a report. | 
'festly impossible for him to say at what precise 


With regard to this motion, he did not feel 
there wasany thing in the nature of the motion 
itself that tended to reflect on any body, but 
there was something in the particular manner 
of the Hon. Bart. in the speech with which he 
introduced that motion, that might be called 
an intended rebuke, and also.a suspicion of an 
unnecessary delay. What was the statement 
of the Hon. Gent. at the head of the com- 
mittee of inguiry? That they were almost quite 


of the naval department ; but how was it pos- 
sible to know precisely when all the men ne- 
cessary for that ‘service could be procured? 
That referred to a variety of considerations— 
first, to the state of the merchants’ service in 
shipping, for the supply of men must come 
from that source; secondly, to the means 
taken to procure these men for the royal navy. 
It must therefore appear to the House mani- 


| period fifty sail of the line would be ready to go 


to sea on actual service. Hedid not intend to say 


any thing that could have been so construed, 


prepared with one part of the Report, and | 
that several other parts were soon to come 


forward: he could not therefore think it 
would appeur to the House there had been 


any negligence in the proceedings of this com- | 


muttee ; nor was the imputation of negligence 
indeed stated; it was only implied from what 
Was stated by the Hon. Bart. He hoped he di 
not intend to convey that imputation, and he 
Should be glad to hear from the same quarter, 
a disclaimer of such implication. That Hon. 
Bart. had alluded to some expressions which 
fell from him (Mr. Addington) previous to the 
Christmas recess, and he seemed, from. that 
observation, to think that the Admiralty had, 
_ from an ill-timed and miserable parsimony, 
starved a material part of the public service, and 
he had compared the present state of the naval 
rorees with the declaration made before the 
‘“ : i 1 said, be much ra- 
ther be found to hase made an improvident de- 
than that it should appear that any 


Part of the public service, and particularly that 


; 
i 
| 
' 


; 





and he should have been ashamed of having 
attempted it, if he had done so. He would 
not now, because this was not the season for 
it, state the number of ships which are ready 
for sea; but did Gentlemen know how many 
were so? This he would say, the number was 
much greater than any thing which had been 
of late generally stated to the public, and 
such as would gratify the wishes of the best 
friends of this country. Thirty-two sail of the 
line were in commission in British ports: more 
information would be given in a few days. 
The Admiralty had used no means that were 
not justifiable in procuring men: they had 
hitherto had recourse to none but the most 
moderate means; but let it not be supposed 
that because men were not procured, they 
were therefore not procurable. The House 
would learn that the exertions of the Admiralty 
to procure men, had hitherto had a strict re- 
gard to the interests of commerce, they had 
wisely proportioned their exertions to the 
emergency of the public ‘service on the one 
hand, and the interests of trade and merchan- 
dise on the other. They had not hitherto 
pressed any from protections, nor had the 
commerce of the country been, in the least 

interrupted. Gentlemen should re- 
collect, that the scale now was greatly altered 








































































er he Le . 
BOR am hay ain. 
CE Ie 
~~» +t = 


se 
* ; 


ef ee 
4 a ea 


9 tase 
ee ee . po Bs 
x stab Petite! teen ea? aoe 


es 


ne ee ee 


- ° — 
ee era Ae Laity 


an oe 


a ies 


“eget 


. 
~ ee ~~ 
= = ; : 
i hens eR ee = 
4 wt — ™ sé I a . 7 " « 


— ee 7 a 
ae tint 


~~ le 


wu aan 
ge gp re 
— mies é = 


he ge tet 
De dle ep 5 


~~ ae - . 
oe ee oe 


FS 
= 


ree 
ea 


OR hit Fyn, NRE 


* sd ee ee - +3 


el . 
‘et 


dia sd 





AOL AO A ee i 






from what it was in former yeats in this par- 
ticular. In former times it was thought a 
great exertion to raise from 16,c00 to 20,000 
‘seamen; but now we were to raise from 
30j000 tO 56,000 seamen, which was a very 
great difference of comparative exertion. He 
observed, however, there was no remissness 
im the present service ; on the contrary, greater 
exertion than at any former time, of the same 
length, and by much more moderate means; 
and bettet regard to the interests of tradé, 
than on ‘any former occasion. Hé was aware 
that he had gone more into particulars; on this 
eccasion; than perhaps was warranted by strict 
regularity, and by which he had fallen into 
the course which he had regretted to have 
been done by others. His apology was, that 
he was desirous to set the matter right, and 
to asqure the House, there was no period for 
which he was more anxious than the day when 
he should have it in his power to bring for+ 
ward a correct statement on this part of the 
public service, as well as that of endeavouring 
to do justice to every Member of his Majesty’s 
government, as well as himself, upon the 
discharge of their public duty im this and 
every other branch of the public service. He 
should then bring forward certain topics with 
More satisfaction than he was at present able 
to describe. No longer time than was abso- 
lately necessary would be taken to bring for- 
ward these topics, when, he was confident, 
they would undergo a rull and perfect discus- 
sion. For the present he apprehended, that 
his ton. Friend behind him had given to the 
House an explanation that was perfectly satis- 
factory. He had now only to say, that, in- 
stead of proposing to negative the motion now 
before the House, he should move the order 
of the day. 
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_ Mr. Cawninc observed, that the Hon. Bart. 
had at present received a satisfactory answer 
to his motion, and probably, if such an answer 
had been given formerly to his question, as 
had now been given to his motion, the House 
would not have been troubled with the present 
discussion; but there was one point in which 
it appeared to him that his Hon. Friend had 
not had justice done him—he was represented 
as persevering in this matter without necessity, 
when, in point of fact, his motion arose from 
his not having had an answer to a question 
which he had put on a former occasion. His 
Hon. Frictid was sented as imputing 
blame to the commissioners under the bill for 
inquiry into abuses in the navy; now if there 
any’one thing more remarkable*than ano- 
‘ther in the course of what he said with perfect 
fairness ow this occasion, it was that of a stu- 
dious assurance tothe House, that he did not 
blame the commissioners, and he thought it 
vie to accuse his Hon. Friend on that 
round, He. understood the motion as mere 

y to’ an ingwiry into the subject b 
the House, after an ote whatever ‘stolen. 
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tion should be \ conveyed the Repo 

This committée was heen before Christ. 
mas, onan allegation that great abuses pre- 
vailed in the civil departments of the navy, 
and so urgent. and crying were these abuses 
stated to be, that the bill was passed, he would 
hot say improperly, but in a very limited time, 
considering the constitutional principles which 
it involved. Parliament, however, concurred 
in passing it thus rapidly, under a conviction, 
that the abuses were so crying, that they must 
not be allowed to pass over the holidays, and 
one argument them made use of by way of 
sanction to the bill was, that if it did not pass 
before the holidays, a great deal of guilt would 
fly off and escape from punishment. Now he 
would ask, had any man fled to escape punish- 
ment? Had Mr. Taylor fied, of whom so 


much had: been said, and who had been so. 


treated? On the contrary, as a proof that he 
had no oceasion to fly, orto fear, he was even 
now reinvested with his contract. There was, 
therefore, an end of that argument of the neces- 
sity of the measure, for the purpose of providing 
against the flight of guilt. The object of his Hon. 
Friend: by the present motion, he understood 
to be this—that as the bill gave to these com- 
missioners an extraordinary and anomalous 
power, and applied an extraordinary remedy, 
and nothing but the extent of abuse stated as 
the cause of it; he wished to know what was 
done by that committee, that was to say, to 
know what use the Committee had made of 
such »power? And he owned he could not 
think: it-was unworthy the feelings of a Mem- 
ber of Parliament to express a wish for such 
information, in order that the uses of this ex- 
traordinary power might appear to the House, 
and that the House might see how it had been 
applied; in order that his Hon. Friend, and 
every other Member who had supported the 
bill, might stand well with himself for having 
assented to such a measure. If so much, and 
such extraordinary, power was given, was It 
too much for a Member of Parliament to ask, 
how such power had been employed? Was 
that an inquiry which was unworthy a Mem- 
ber of Parliament? His Hon. Friend 
charged with going into particulars upon : 1 
occasion, before the Report was brought for 
ward. Ona former occasion, mae eo - 
for the Report of the committee, Ne 
no answer; and as one head of the — 
must then have been nearly ready, as PP the 
by the statement of an Hon, Member ab 
committee, that might have been ee in 
his’ How. Friendy and then he was cones 
that he would not have goné into partct™ 
before he saw that Report. Another pol 
which his Hon, Friend was jattiiee i @4 
for the Repott, was this; when thiscomm 
was’ institutéd, the House was perpettt 

: ; is " * we were 

by Ministers to consider that 


warned wr 
ly | in a'state of profound peace, i 


fore;-no injury ‘could be felt” 
ioe imo abuees which had. crept into om 
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affairs in the course of a long wars and this 
argument must be supposed to have great 
weight, from such authority; for was it pos- 
sible that ameasure might be laudablein time of 
peace, and yet infinitely dangerous even to be 
tried in time of war. In time of war, it was 
possible to feel abuses, and yet we should | 
not attempt to remove them. Mr. Taylor got 
his contract again—Why? Because that. which 
was intended te supply his place was not ready. 
What did that prove, but that Members of 
Government bezan to destroy, before they had 
provided means for substitution? He would 
ask, if that was the situation in which it was 
wise to place us? and was a man to be rebuked 
afterwards for doing nothing but his duty, by 
calling on the House to examine,into the man- 
ner in which power so obtained had been exer- 
cised? It was very possible that the bill under 
which these commissioners acted, was meant | 
for peace and not for war—he was not saying | 
that was the case—but it was possible, and | 
that was a question fit for discussion; and his | 
Hon. Friend was now not only justified, but- 
he was performing a laudable duty in calling | 
the attention of Parliament to a subject of so | 
much importance: nor was this all; his Hon. | 
Friend would have been justified in taking the 
course he did, although none of these reasons | 
existed. He would have been justified upon | 
the principles of humanity and the feelings of | 
a gent. in calling for an account of the manner | 
in which this power had been exercised, if he | 
had only conceived that Mr. Taylor was an 
ill-used individual. He saw nothing discre- | 
ditable to his Hon. Friend in bringing this | 
matter forward, even if it appeared that he | 
had no other motive but that of vindicating | 
the character of an individual whom he had | 
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been done then in the same length of time,. to 
put this country in a proper state of prepara- 


tion for hostilities? The Rt. Hon. Gent. had. 


said, that when he said fifty sail of the line 
meant for service would be ready in amonth, 
on an emergency, he did not mean that they 
should be actually fit for sea, because they 
might not be.manned in that time.- He would 
not contradict the present statement of the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. but the way in which he ac» 
counted for. having deceived himself by hearing 
the statement was this: fhe Rt. Hon. Gent. 
had said on that occasion, the men were more 


| easily collected now than they were formerly, 
| because they were now distributed in frigates, 


and that therefore the ships might be equipped 
in a shorter time than formerly. This was the 
reason alleged by the Rt. Hon. Gent. why we 
could fit out fifty sail of the line within so short 
a time upon an emergency, and this could not 
formerly be done. -How the men might 
be brought together, and so form. a force suffi- 
cient to fit outa fleet of fifty sail of the line, he 
could not understand, and that was the sense 
in which he comprehended, or thought he 
comprehended, the assertion of the Rt. Hon, 
Gent. upon that subject. But how frigates 
can be changed into large ships of the line, he 
owned he did not understand. He could not, 
understand how frigates could be changed 
into ships of the line, but he could, conceive 
how the men taken out of a great number of 
frigates, were brought together, and put on 


| board ships of the line; and this was the only 


way in which he hoped to atone for the mis- 
conception he had formed of the assertion of 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. What. he had heard, to- 
night, excited his astonishment; and he must 
now beg that the King’s. message of the 8th 


thought ill-treated; why, then, his Hon. Friend | of March be read.-—{'The message was read 
Was Justified in calling the attention of the | in part—* His Majesty thinks it necessary to 


House to the subject on the feelings of com- 


acquaint the House of Commons that very 


mon humanity. He was justified in doing so,| considerable military preparations are carrying 
from the civility of a gent. a point which no | on in the ports of France and Holland.” ]— 
Gent. wonld dispute, and as a Member of | Mr. Canning proceeded: he: said, that was 


Parliament not only was he justified in what he 
did, but he was laudably performing a labo- 
rious task, The conduct of the Admiralty 
was not in guestion now, nor need it have 
been brought into this debate, in the course 
of which, without any reference to any per- 
sonal question, it appeared that persons who 
‘nean to speak on one side, might happen to 
contradict each other; and this had been the 
oy to-night in this debate between his Hon. 
Mei behind him (Captain Markham) and 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. upon the floor (the Chan- 
on of the Excheguer), The Rt. Hon. Gent. 
i said, that with regard to the preparations 
of the navy of this country, it is, in point of 
ee IN a greater state of preparation than.on 
of spprehension of hostilities at the beginning 
rfl ‘ last war. That was not the.question 5, 
, € question was, whether, ,with- reference. 
© the comparative establishments at. both 
yor ae had’ been done now than had 


| enough for him. It was now for the first tume 
| that the House had heard, from the best autho- 
| rity, from one of the Lords of the Admiralty, 
| that ‘there was no preparation in the ports of 
France and Holland. Until to-day the House 
had been led to believe there were consider- 
| able preparations carrying on in the ports of 
France and Holland.—But now we had a plain 
assertion from one of the Lords of the Admi- 
ralty, directly contradicting the whole of the 
most material sentence in the message from 
the King... In-the very teeth of all our alarm, 
a Gent. from the Admiralty told the House. 
there was no foundatio® for any part of it, for 
that we had nothing to oppose but a few fish« 
ing-boats. .This was an agreeable surprise, 


Friend. Captain Markham’s vigilance, to’ 

doubt the correctness of his information, and 

too high an opinion of his veracity, forian in=. 

stant to suspect the oo. of his assertion—too 
re) 





and. he had.too high an opinion of his Hon... 
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high an opinion of his integrity, to suspect that 
he would attempt to delude the House. If 
not, then the question would be, who have 
deluded the House? On what pretence was 
that message sent? If the statement of his 
Hon. Friend (Captain Markham) was correct, 
he believed he understood the case a little, and 
that it was not difficult to judge why the 


House had no information. The Report of 


the committee would soon be made, and then 
the House would take the matter of it into 
consideration. The material question which 
would arise on it would be, not only whether 
the con missioners had exercised their powers 
properly or not? but also, whether this mea- 
sure did more good than harm? or whether, 
which was a possible case, instead of redress- 
ing grievances, it had been applied to the op- 
pression of a worthy individual, and exercised 
to the detriment of the state ? 


Mr. Fox said, that the Rt. Hon. Gent. who 
spoke last must perceive that no motion had 
been made at present upon the conduct of the 
Board of Admiralty; if that subject should 
come under discussion, he had such a perfect 
reliance upon the high character of the Noble 
Person who presided over that Board, that he 
had no doubt but a complete and sufficient 
answer would be given to any charges that 
might be brought forward. It was certainly 
natural to wish, that upon a point of great 
public importance the House should have in- 
formation upon the subject, but it was impos- 
sible sometimes to have information simply, 
and at the same time justly, because informa- 
tion, to be satisfactory, must embrace all the 
points connected with it. He was perfectly 
convinced of the good intention of the present 
Board of Admiralty: by good intention, he 
meant not only the disposition, but the ability 
to reform and root out the abuses which were 
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subject, even though the Hon. Member’s 
opinion upon that point agreed with his own. 
The words of the message certainly were 
military armaments; now the word military 
was certainly sometimes used in contradistinc- 
tion to naval; but when the subject came to 
be inquired into, it would make very little 


| difference in what sense the word was under- 


stood. He had merely risen to state his per- 
fect confidence in the ability of the present 
Board of Admiralty to carry the reforms into 
effect, either in time of peace or war. 


Capt. MarKkHAM, in explanation, said, that 
when he spoke of the respective naval force 
of this country, and of that which he must 
call our natural enemy, he certainly outstep- 
ped the strict line, as men sometimes used 
strong expressions without expecting to be 
held to the strict letter of them. Perhaps, 
too, it might be a little allowable to Gent. 
of his profession to hold the naval power of 
France in contempt, and it was in that view 
he spoke of the navy of France. He begged 
to refer to the history of the last war, and it 
would be found that he had not much out- 
stepped the bounds of truth, when he called 
the navy of France mere fishing-boats. He 
did not say there: were no armaments in the 
ports of France and Holland, but he hoped 
he should always be able to speak of them 
with the same contempt. 


anf. 
— 
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HOUSE: OF LORDS. 
Thursday, May 5.—(Sce Minutes, p. 811.) 
[TRISH BANK RESTRICTION. ]—Lord Kine 


‘took the first regular opportunity that pre- 


sented itself, for proposing the introduction of 
the clause he had given notice of on two ve 
mer occasions: the substance and effect o 


known to exist in parts of the naval service. | this clause was, to authorize the creditors of 
He trusted that in the prosecution of this great | the Governors and Company of the Bank of 
werk, the Board of Admiralty would not suf- | Ireland to compel, by legal process, that cor 
fer themselves to be intimidated by the cla-' poration to pay them the amount of their de- 
mours or insinuations which were thrown out | mands in Bank of England notes, allowing for 


against them by jobbers, or by persons who | the difference of the currency in Ireland. 


The 


P| 
were interested in continuing those abuses. | adoption of this measure, the Noble Lore 


Strong powers were certainly given to the 


commissioners by the bill which had been al- | 


luded to: he certainly was not a friend to 


vesting strong powers in any persons; but if 


he were to give them in any case, it would be 
where they were to be used to effect reforms 
in the abuses of the state. He had seen in- 
stances in which former administrations had 
been anxious upon all occasions to take strong 
measures against the subject, and it would be 
too much now if they were to refuse strong 
wers, which were to be exercised for the 
of the subject. This certainly was not 
the time for entering into any discussion upon 
the armament; he could not, however, help 
pe ser | his surprise at what had fallen from 
an Hon. (Captain Markham) upon that 
5 vy 


; 
; 
; 


| 





contended, would in a great degree remedy 
the evils produced in Ireland by the ges gem 
tion of its currency, in consequence © e 
enormous circulation of Bank er S 
pointed out the difference between a we - 
nominal exchange, and argued tbat Ee f a 
was by no means so Towg saaiet a _ 
was generally su ; inasm 

actiial bélende of trade would be — oo 
in its favour. The causes of the LS e- 
able state of the exchange with respect # ~ 
land, arose, he contended, chiefly, . 
rency. The chief objection against 

u ‘was, that it would tend to draw the 
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that an adequate supply of Bank of England 
notes could be procured by means of bills of 
exchange, and in the way of commerce. He 
contended, that unless the causes of the de- 
preciation of its currency were done away, 
which his proposition would tend more than 
any other measure, equally unexceptionable, 
to do, the consequences must eventually be 
ruinous to that country. The Noble Lord 
concluded with moving his clause, which was 
to the effect above stated. 


The Marquis of StiGo said, nothing could 
more clearly shew the difficulty of finding any 
remedy for the grievance under which the 
Irish laboured in the high and increasing ex- 
change, than that a proposition should come 
from a Noble Lord, who had considered the 
subject so much with intent to do it away, 
which was in no sort practicable, and which, if 
practicable by any possible means, would be 
productive of the most serious mischiefs. His 
Lordship said, he had considered the subject 
a great deal, not only as a duty to Ireland, 
but also for the purpose of giving such local 
information to their Lordships, as they might 
not otherwise obtain; and by doing of which, 
perkaps, on such occasions, the seat he had 
the honour of filling would be of most public 
utility. A bill for continuing the restrictions 
on the bank of Ireland could scarcely have any 
clause added to it more entirely inconsistent 
with its principle, than that which was pro- 
posed; neither could his Lordship possibly 
understand what difference there was between 
allowing the Bank to pay their engagements 
with guineas, or with notes from another 
country, which they must buy with guineas. 
it would open the Bank in the worst manner 
possible, by allowing all the specie to go out 
of the country, without circulating any of it 
through it for its own internal purposes. His 
Lordship said, the difficulty in discussing 
money questions arose partly from not consi- 
dering specie like any other article of com- 





might be worth 4o/. now, without any depre- 
ciation in the notes of the Bank of England ; 
and the same argument would apply to specie. 
His Lordship said, that the high price of bul- 
lion in Ireland, and the high exchange against 
that country, were both circumstances much 
to be regretted; and yet though acting in 
some degree as cause and effect, they tended 
to counteract the mischiefs of each other; 
and if it were possible to remove the one with- 
out the other, it would be attended with con- 
sequences the most ruinous. The high value 
of specie for internal purposes kept the mo- 
ney in the country, which otherwise would 
be forced out by the high premium of the ex- 
change; and the high exchange reimbursed 
the merchant what he had paid for specie, 
without obliging him to add to its price upon 


the consumer. ‘The exchange operated as a: 


tax upon all imports, and as a bounty on our 
own manufacture; and thus perhaps it car- 
ried with ita kind of sinking fund, that might 
ultimately do away a grievance for which it 
was scarcely possible to find a direct remedy; 
and all the proposals for which were so full 
of difficulty and danger, that in his mind it 
was better far to bear the ills we have, than 
taste of others that we know not of. With 
respect to the causes of the high exchange 
against Ireland, they were pretty generally 
known: a great military establishment, in 


| times when the country was disturbed, had 


incurred expense, the means for which were 
necessarily got out of it. The interest on 
those loans, great in comparison to the wealth 
of the country, and paid out of it, was one 
cause; coals imported, and amounting to near 
700,000/. a year, one half of which was used 
in Dublin, and paid for in specie, was another 
cause; an increase of expense in those who 


‘lived out of the country, by the rise in every 
| article of consumption, was another cause; 
_an increase of foreign trade, and every other 
‘natural cause for the balance of trade, also 
operated; and it was unfortunately too true 


merce. Take it in that view, and much of what was advanced by the Noble Lord, that 


its apparent complicacy vanished. Gold, it 
Was very certain, bore a premium of above 
five per cent. in Ireland above its nominal va- 
lue in Bank notes; but though he was not pre- 
pared to say paper was not in some degree of 
depre¢tation, he would not agree that it was 
a necessary consequence resulting from it; 
and in the present instance he was much in- 
clined to think it was not the case. Specie, 
it was well known, was indispensably neces- 
me for the linen trade, the great staple ma- 
hufacture of Ireland, and not necessary, from 
any preference given to it alone by those who 
Carried on the trade, but from other very good 
and sufficient reasons. With a limited quan- 
uty of specie in the country, it was very na- 
tural, when indi ly wanted any where, 
that those who chanced to hold what there 
was of it, should give it an increased value. 
A horse worth 30/. at Smithfield last month, 





Ireland had not a balance of trade in her fa- 


| vour with any country in the world. Such 
| were her present circumstances, but he hoped 
_and trusted with much better prospects be- 
'fore her. His Lordship said, there was one 
point advanced, to which, from personal mo- 
tives, he was particularly anxious to allude: ° 


it had been very industriously circulated, that 
the high exchange against Ireland had been 
occasioned by an increase of absentees in con- 
sequence of the Union, and that it was a fair 
price to pay for it. His Lordship said, the 
fact was not so, there was no increase of ab- 
sentees worth naming—that he never believed 
the Union would increase the absentees—and 
that if he had, he never would have voted for 
it, not from regard to the paltry sum which a 
few individuals might expend, and which’ 
would be provided for by half the value of a 
linen ship, but met nothing could com-~- 
o2 
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pensate any country for the loss of its resident 
gentry. The example’ of their lives, the en- 


couragement of their countenance to indus-" 


try, the projection of the weak, and seeing 
and enforcing a tégular and impartial admi- 
Nistration of justice, were duties which the 
great owed to their situation ; they belonged 
to their residence, and the want of them no 
advantage could compensate. 


aa 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 6.—(See Minutes, p. 811.) 


[INsoLVENT DEBTORS. ]—On the motion 
for the committal of the insolvent debtors’ 
bill, | 


Lord Morera rose, and took a wide and 
comprehensive view of the laws of this coun- 
try with respect to debtor and creditor, and 
complained of the power which, contrary to 
the principles of the constitution, and the 
precepts of universal justice, the creditor now 
possessed of inflicting punishment upon his 
debtor. It was the only instance in which an 
individual was allowed to be judge in his own 
cause, and permitted to subject another man 
to penal imprisonment (for it was cavilling 
with terms to call it any thing else), without 
any proof of delinquency. Against this de- 
fault it was his wish to provide a remedy, not 
by a temporary act, but by a permanent re- 
guiation. It was a common saying, that there 
were twenty evil debtors to one cruel creditor. 
He would not deny that fraudulent debtors 
were numerous—perhaps, more than half of 
those who contracted debts did so, either 
with no intention to pay, or squandered the 
means which should be applied to that pur- 
pose. Such persons it was the object of his 
measure to exclude; but though he meant to 
propose so to do, he would not be understood 
to accede to the whole of the saying he al- 
luded to. There might be many evil debtors, 
but that could only be assumed, while the 
cruelty*of creditors was proved by many re- 
cords. It was proved by the Report of the 
Society for the relief of persons confined for 
small debts, from which it appeared, that 
in the year ending the 1st of March 1802, 
they liberated 1125 persons, who were con- 
fined for debts, on an average not exceeding 
al, 75. 2d. per head; and these poor prisoners 
had sco wives and 3400 children. On the 
feelings and justice of such creditors, he 
thought a comment would be superfluous. 
He cited the case to shew the pressing neces- 
sity for legislative interposition. The Noble 
Lord stated the bill he held in his hand to be 
merely a transcript of the last bill which the 
ning Hk adopted; but pri in the commit- 
ee be meant-to propose a re which would 
obviate the necessity of any further insolvent 
biliss for the object of it would be to give a 
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| power to confined debtors to appeal to th 
magistrates at quarter sessions, and that, if 
those magistrates "see cause, they should be 
invested with an authority to refer the case to 
a jury, whose decision should be final, cither 
to liberate the prisoner, or, if found to be 
fraudulent in'his views, to recommit him to 
prison, as a punishment, for such time as 


his plan, that the creditors, on a similar ap. 
peal, should be able to obtain from debtors 
who may be disposed to prefer a prison to a 
fair settlement, a full account and surrender 
of their effects. These were the prominent 
features of the clause he should submit; pro- 
viding also that the magistrates should, in all 
cases where they saw proof of fraud in an 
appealing debtor, be at liberty to remand him 
to prison for another year, if they thought 
necessary. The Noble Lord concluded with 
saying, that his wish was, that the bill should 
| be now committed, that the clause he described 
| should be inserted, the bill printed, and that 
|the discussion should take place on a re« 
committal on Thursday next. 





Lord ELLENBOROUGH defended the system 
of arrest which had so long existed, as ne- 
cessary to maintain that credit which was the 
life and sonl of the country, and he therefore 
opposed the Noble Lord’s project. With re- 

| spect to the Noble Lord’s allusion to the 1100 
prisoners released by the Society for relieving 
persons confined for small debts, he observed, 
that their confinement was necessary to main- 
tain that credit upen which so many thousands 
of the poor subsisted; and if these eleven 
hundred persons were not confined, perhaps 
eleven millions would have starved. As to 
the general operation of ‘the insolvent bill, he 
could state that persons were in the habit of 
rushing into the prisons the moment such bills 
were announced, in order to avail themselves 
of this indulgence. He believed, in fact, that 
the prisoners really entitled to the benefit of 
such acts were very few; and he was certa!n 
these few would, when their case was ¢+- 
plained, not fail of success in an appeal to 
their creditors. 





The Lorp CHancettor followed on the 
same side, and asserted, that among the gost 
prominent features in the British a oat 
was the humanity of an English creditors @" 


this he had an opportunity of knowing, from 


his own experience in the administration, 0 
the bankrupt laws. He had therefore no ac 
that persecution would: be practised on mS 
debtor whose inability was not attributed 
want of principle or industry. With, a 
to the insolvent debtors’ bills generally, ail 
were to be considered with’ relation to aed 
creditors as well as to'the debtors, and to 
public at large. ‘To creditors he considet pr 
them unjust, to’ the public ms, 20 
even 





inhuman, for “encouraged 
wien: oh OE HP 


pate 
Fi 


should seem proper. It was also a part of 
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imprevidence. So much was he of that opi- 
nion, that, instead of agreeing to the Noble 
Lord’s proposition to prevent airest for any 
sum under 20/. he would rather recommend 
to allow it for any sum over </. as really more 
humane and best calculated to prevent litiga- 
tion. As to this bill in particular, he under- 
stood, that from the first time it was men- 
tioned persons rushed into prison, in the hope 
of benefiting by it, and that every step it had 
gone through the House the number was in- 


creased. 





After an able reply from Lord Morra, the 
motion for committal was rejected, with only | 
one dissentient voice, and the bill of course 


was lost. 





[NecotiaTion.]—Lord PretyAm began 
by adverting to a notice of a motion from a 
Noble Lord, which stood for Monday, and 
stated that he had a communication to make, 
which would, he supposed, supersede the ne- 
cessity of that motion, though he had to re- 
gret that this communication was not quite 
conclusive upon the subject; and he had still 
more to regret, that it was of a nature which 
must be more painful to the feelings of their 
Lordships, than all the suspense and uncer- 
tainty in which the House and the country 
had been so long but so necessarily placed. 
The subject of this communication he ob- 
served to be, with regard to a circumstance 
particularly which had taken place this morn- 
ing, and of which he thought it his duty to 
inform their Lordships. The French Ambas- 
sador had, in pursuance of instructions from 
his court, applied for a passport, which was 
of course granted. He had also to mention, 
that his Majesty’s Ministers had some days 
since sent directions to Lord Whitworth, that 
if he should not be able, within a certain pe- 
nod, to bring the negotiation to a point, 
he should leave Paris, They had not, how- 
ever, yet received any communications from 
that Noble Personage to apprize them.of the 
event, whether he had terminated the nego- 
uation, and actually left Paris, though, in his 
opinion, his Lordship was on his journey 
home. However, until Ministers received in- 
telligence from him, his Majesty would not 
be enabled to communicate to the House that 
full and satisfactory information which he was 
anxious to do, and which was desirable and 
necessary. This, he had confident expecta- 
tion, would be laid before their Lordships on 
Monday next, to which day he should pro- 
pose an adjournment. Understanding, that 
some Noble Lords objected to the ow ol he 
thought it nec to observe, that it would 
pe perfectly impossible to make the, wished- 
or communication sooner; and he saw no 


necessity that existed, nor any use that could 
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Lord DARNLEY could not persuade him- 
self that it would be proper in him, from the 
kind of statement which the Noble Secretary 
of State had made, to withdraw the notice 
he had given of a motion for Monday ; on the 
contrary, he thought it still more necessary. 
However he felt under these circumstances, 
he was most decidedly of opinion that it 
would be highly improper to adjourn over till 
Monday. In such a state of affairs their 
Lordships should continue at their post, for 
something might occur, even within twenty- 


‘four hours, which would require the assist- 


ance of their advice. The Noble Secretary 
had indeed promised a satisfactory communi- 
cation on Monday; but he spoke not in the 
language of certainty, and he therefore felt 
disinclined to abandon the motion he proposed 
to bring forward. The system of confidence 
in Ministers had been too long followed up— 
this indulgence ought now at least to termi-~ 
nate. The mischiefs of delay were but too 
obvious; and, among its consequences, the 
late disgraceful transaction at the Stock Ex- 
change was very fairly to be classed. He 
would not, therefore, consent to any farther 
procrastination, but would on Monday, un- 
less the proposed communication should be 
made on that day, call upon Ministers for 
their defence, and for an explanation as to the 
present state of the country. Upon this he 
was determined to take the sense of the House. 
With respect to the adjournment, he thought 
it ought not to.go beyond to-morrow; but he 
would leave it to some Noble Lord of more 
weight to propose a motion to that effect. 


Earl SPENCER was surprised that Ministers 
could attempt to propose any adjournment 
beyond a single day, in such a conjuncture as 
the present. It was to be sure stated, that it 
would be impossible for Ministers to give full 
information to the House as to the cause of 
that conjuncture before Monday; but that 
was not a reason why their Lordships should 
not continue to sit, at a time when we might 
perhaps be within an hour of absolute war, 
when we were unaware of the amount of the 
dangers which menaced the country, and of 
the provision made against them. The House 
would desert its duty, if upon such an occa- 
sion it consented to any longer adjournment 
than was really necessary. It was rather, in 
his judgment, incumbent on their Lordships 
to take up the subject of public affairs. with 
zeal and promptitude, and interpose between 
Ministers and the Crown, in order to save the 
country. It might be said that he was pre- 
maturely entering into the question, that he 
was making observations which had.a ten- 
dency to excite ill humour; but he would not 
be influenced by arguments drawn from such. 
sources. It would be le any. longer to. 
attend to such remarks. 





arise from sitting to-morrow, contrary to the 
&eneral custom, ’ , 





o much forbear-. 
ance had been manifested, and the country 
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had reason to regret it. The Noble Lord 
concluded with moving, that the word “ to- 
morrow” should be substituted for “* Monday 
next.” 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR professed his re- 
gard for all those who felt a warm solicitude 
for the public interest, and paid a close atten- 
tion to their public duties; but he did not see 
that any advantage could arise from the at- 
tendance which the amendment proposed. 
As to the censures which a Noble Lord had 
thought proper to pronounce on the measures 
of Ministers, he thought that it would be but 
‘candid in that Noble Lord to suspend his cen- 
sures until he should know what those mea- 
sures were. It was undoubtedly desirable 
that their Lordships should, by the faithful 
execution of their duty, deserve the approba- 
tion of the country; but he was certain their 
attendance to-morrow would not in the least 
degree tend to raise them higher in the esti- 
mation of any part of the thinking and ra- 
tional public. The House coukl not go into 
the subject of the present state of the coun- 
try, until the communication should be made, 
which his Noble Friend had said it was impos- 
sible to prepare before Monday, and therefore 
he would ask, what end it could answer to 
meet to-morrow ? 


Lord Darntey could not pretend to the 
accuracy of expression which distinguished 
the Noble and Learned Lord who spoke last, 
and he was therefore, perhaps, liable to be 
misunderstood. He could assure that Noble 
Lord that he had quite misunderstood his sen- 
timents, for he meant not to make any stric- 
tures on Ministers at present. He only ex- 
pressed the anxiety which he, in common 
with every Englishman, must feel for a com- 
plete and explicit statement as to the present 
situation and prospects of the country. 


Lord Carvisve remarked on the objections 
made to the amendment by the Noble and 
Learned Lord on the woolsack. His Noble 
Friend, when he alluded to the protracted 
negotiation, did not, he was sure, mean to 
confine the allusion merely to the seven weeks 
which had elapsed since the message of his 
Majesty was delivered to the House, but to 
the nineteen months negotiation in which Mi- 
nisters had been engaged since the signing of 
the preliminaries which succeeded the treaty 
of Amiens, and which had so long kept the 
country in suspense. This was the first ob- 
ject of his Noble Friend’s animadversion. It 
was not to be supposed that their Lordships 
would not rise higher in public estimation | 





at this moment, as their nature urgently called 
for. The Noble of State had in- 


formed the House that the French Ambassa- | 


dor had applied for a‘ and was about 


DEBATES.—[May 6.] [1580 
was instructed to leave Paris, and in 

ble Lord’s cpinion he had eels ee 
If so, was not that, he would ask, a state of 
war, and could the House then agree to one 
hour’s unnecessary adjournment? The public 
mind was in /a state of inexpressible anxiety 
and their Lordships should use their utmost 
endeavours to allay it. According to the re. 
port without doors, he would not say that it 
came trom Ministers, but he understood it to 
prevail among intelligent persons, a messen- 
ger was hourly expected from France, with 
intelligence from our Ambassador. If 50, 
why postpone the satisfaction of the public 
mind to Monday next? Curiosity ought to be 
gratified as soon as possible. Ministers ought 
to have felt it, and the proposition for a short 
adjournment ought to have come from them- 
selves. However, he trusted the House would 
fully consider their duty, and adopt the motion 
of his Noble Friend. 


i) 


— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, May 6.—( See Minutes, p. 811.) 


[THE NEGOTIATION. ]— The CuHancet- 
LoR of the ExcHEQUER rose.—Before, said 
he, I make the usual motion, that the House, 
on its rising this day, do adjourn till Mon- 
day ygext, I think it proper to say, that I 
expect to have a command from his Majesty, 
to make a communication to the House on 
that day respecting the issue of the discussion 
between the two governments, together with 
an intimation that all the papers and docu- 
ments connected with that important subject 
shall also be very speedily submitted to the 
consideration of the House. Even under the 
circumstances in which the House and the 
country stand at-the present moment, I feel 
anxious to inform the House, that the French 
Ambassador has this morning applied for pass- 
ports, for the purpose of availing himself im- 
mediately of them as soon as he should learn 
that Lord Whitworth had quitted Paris, which 
he had reason to suppose had already been 
the case. It is true, indeed, that Lord Whit- 
worth was instructed to leave Paris on a cer- 
tain day, if he found it impossible to obtain a 
satisfactory answer to the point upon nin 
his Majesty’s Ministers had pressed for a fina 
decision, No accounts have yet been received 
that this answer has been given, and eccviy 
it-is probable, indeed more than en pe 
that before this time Lord Whitworth had le 
Paris. I trust the House will feel the propriety 
of my not*entering into any further explana- 
tion on the present occasion, and of agreeing 
to the motion, that the House, on its rising» 
adjourn till Monday next. 


Mr. Fox would trouble the House but oe 
very few words. ‘The House must feel 





Passport, 
to leave England; and that Lord Whitworth 


the present was a most critital and awful mo» 
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ment: and if things were brought to this me- 
lancholy state, he could not help saying that 
the House should take the earliest opportu- 
nity of obtaining information respecting it. 
Any delay might be of the most serious in- 
convenience; and if it was possible that any 
further communication could be made to- 
morrow, the House should hold itself in rea- 
diness to receive it. If the House did not 
meet to-morrow, two days must elapse before 
they could receive any additional light on the 
present uncertain posture of affairs. There 
was nothing decisive in what the Rt. Hon. 
Gent. had said: on the contrary, the House 
were left in a still more painful suspense. The 
sooner the matter was brought under consi- 
deration the better; for the discussion that 
would take place upon it might prove of the 
most material importance. Not a moment 
should therefore be lost in taking the opinion 
of the House upon it. 


Lord HawkEssBury did not think that any 
official and regular communication could be 
made to the House without the knowledge 
that Lord Whitworth had. actually left Paris. 
It was uncertain whether that could be known 
early enough to make any communication re- 
specting it to the House: he was also at a 
loss to conceive what inconvenience could 
possibly arise from so short a delay. It had 
already been intimated to the House by his 
Rt. Hon. Friend (the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer), that a message would be brought 
down from his Majesty on’ Monday, and that 
his Majesty would order the different papers 
and documents relative to the negotiation to 
be laid before the House for their considera- 
tion. These documents would enable the 
House to decide upon the propriety or impro- 
priety of the conduct which Ministers had 
pursued during the important and arduous 
discussion in which they have been engaged ; 
but before these papers were duly before the 
House, and before they were possessed of the 
information to be gathered from them, it was 
impossible for the House to see the question 
in a full and fair light, and consequently they 
must be unable to come to any thing like a 
determination respecting, it. Surely so short 
a delay, under such circumstances, could not 

€ productive of any bad effect, more espe- 
cially as Ministers were ready to assure the 
House that they should not lose a moment in 
advising his Majesty to order every possible 
information to be laid before them that could 
afford the fullest explanation of the actual state 
of the difference between the two countries. 
Before that information was before the House, 
any discussion of -the question must, in his 
mind, be unsatisfactory and premature. 


Mr. Grey—The present occasion I con- 
ceive to be one when the House should not 
altogether and implicitly rely on what was 
recommended by his y's Ministers. 
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The present is a moment of such serious 
difficulty and danger, that the House should 
judge and decide for themselves; and J trust 
that the House will not agree to postpone 
their sitting till Monday, but that they will 
determine to meet to-morrow. The Rt. Hon. 
Gent. (Mr. Addington) says, that he has rea- 
son to apprehend that Lord Whitworth is on 
his return. Indeed, I cannot pretend to know 
officially on what particular day Lord Whit- 
worth had orders to leave Paris; he did not 
receive the final answer which Ministers seem 
to have expected: but if any attention was to 
be paid to the rumours that were afloat, it 
was neither impossible nor improbable that 
his Lordship might arrive in the course of this 
day, or early to-morrow. Most undoubtedly 
Ministers, in compliance with their duty, m 
compliance with the anxious desire of the 
House and of the country, and in compliance 
with the severe and heavy responsibility they 
had incurred —a responsibility heavier than 
ever hung upon the shoulders of any former 
Administration, should seize the earliest op- 
portunity to relieve the House from its pre- 
sent anxiety, and not let a day or an hour pass 
in making that communication which has been 
so impatiently expected, and so long delayed. 
The advice which the House might give his 
Majesty on so trying an occasion might, un- 
der the present circumstances, be of the most 
important consequence, and such indeed as 
might rescue the country from the difficulties 
and dangers to which it was now exposed. 
The delay of an hour might therefore be of 
incalculable disadvantage. When the commu- 
nication was made, a day would be appointed 
for examining and discussing the conduct of 
Ministers, and that conduct must, no doubt, 
be brought to a strict inquiry and examina- 
tion. But if the House decided to meet to- 
morrow, that discussion might be entered into 
two days sooner than otherwise it can be, 
The Noble Lord (Lord Hawkesbury) objects, 
however, to its being brought forward until 
all the papers respecting the negotiation were 
ready to be laid upon the table. Was it pos- 
sible then, that, after all that has been said, 
Ministers could be so remiss as not. to have 
prepared every possible document that can 
tend to explain and justify their conduct—a 
conduct which to every observer must appear 
so mysterious and unaccountable? That they 
were so prepared I cannot permit myself to 
doubt. Under that conviction, and under the 
present circumstances of the country, I am 
almost confident the House will not agree to 
the proposed adjournment ; for when the pro- 
mised information is laid. before the House, 
some time must elapse before it can be printe 
ed, and before the discussion can be fully ene 
tered into. The least delay should not t 
fore be admitted; and with that view he 
should move an amendment, “ That the 
“ House do adjoura till to-morrow, instead 
of Monday.” | yt dg 
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Mr. CANNING Was anxious to distinguish | 


the grounds upon which he should vote for 
the earlier day. He could not agree with the 


Hon. Gent.-who moved the amendment, that | 


Ministers could be prepared to lay before the 
House the full information that was expected 


from them}; at least he had no expectation of | 


receiving any such information to-morrow; 
but he still was anxious that the House should» 
meet to-morrow, even though they should | 
only meet to adjourn again; because, at a. 
moment of such unprecedented alarm to the | 
country, the House should not be absent for | 
a moment from their post. Both the Rt. Hon. | 
Gent. and the Noble Lord have acknowledged | 
that they cannot as yet make a final commu- 


able to give some additional information to- 
morrow to what they have given this day. 
From what they have said this day, the House 
might conclude that Lord Whitworth has al- 
ready left Paris; but certain information is 
yet to be obtained respecting that event; but 
this information may be had to-morrow, and 
it will make that certain which is now only a 
strong conjecture, and a conclusive probabi- 
lity. Was any man prepared to say, that after 
what has passed within these two days, the 
earliest possible information was not necessary? 

A cry of Hear! bear!)—But it might be said, 
there were other modes of making tle com- 
munication, should any accounts arrive to give 
room to one. To this he should only reply, 
that if any’one knew a more constitutional 
mode of conveying such information to the 
country than through Parliament, he wished 
that mode might be pointed out to the House. 
If to the doubtful intelligence now given to 
the House, one single atom more of certain 
information could be added within twenty- 
four hours, he could not see with what con- 
sistency those who have all along expressed 
such anxiety for information could vote for 
taking away from the House the opportunity 
of réceiving'it. On this ground it was that 
he wished the House not to adjourn beyond | 
to-morrow. He was not eager for any hasty | 
discussion, nor would the meeting to-morrow 
tend in the least to precipitate the expected 
discussion. But surely the House should 
shew the country that they sympathized with 
the feelings of the country, and they would 
not be thinking of giving themselves a holiday, 
while all around was confusion, anxiety, agi- 
tation, and dismay. 


‘The SecRETARY at War did not’imagine 
that it was possible to afford any more inform- 
atiow to-morrow thaty was communicated to 
the House this day. He hoped ‘the House 
would consider how derogatory it would be 
from their dignity to continue sitting'on a day 
not usually employed in ‘business, merely be- 
cause Nedguhendienanmnes had thought 
proper to y tor passports, especially when 
there was no probability of seatog any 








DEBATES. [May 9:] {58 
more distinct, information than what had ale 
ready been submitted to them. Were it pre 
bable that any practical advantage could be 
derived from sitting to-morrow, he was read 

to admit the propriety of so doing; but when 
there was no such probability, he must again 
repeat ‘that it would be beneath the dignity of 
the House to sit waiting in momentary cx- 
pectation of some accounts from the French 
government, and that merely because the 
French Ambassador had applied for passpoits. 
Lord Whitwerth most likely may have left 
Paris on Tuesday or Wednesday last; but it 


should be recollected that he travelled with a - 


numerous retinue, and consequently it could 
not be expected that he could arrive sooner 
than to-morrow evening; or at an hour too 
late for any communication to be brought 
down on that day: even should the Houre 
meet to-morrow, It would be impossible for 
them to enter a moment earlier into the dis- 
cussion of the question, than at the time to 
which it was intended to defer it ; for it could 
not be fairly discussed until the House were 
in possession of all the papers connected with 
it. When they were before the House, then 
would be the time to enter coolly and delibe- 
rately into the discussion, and m a manner 
suitable to the wisdom and gravity of Parlia- 
ment. If the House met to-morrow, it was 
likely that something might be started which 
would give rise to a discussion that might be 
attended with the worst consequences both 
here and abroad: on that ground principally 
he should resist the motion. 


Mr. CANNING, in explanation, said, that he 
did not look for any papers being presented 
to-morrow. All he insisted on was, that i 
the fact’ that Lord Whitworth was actually 
arrived could be ascertained to the House, it 
was their duty to be at their post to reccive 
the intelligence, 


Mr. Lascetves and Mr. WHITBREAD rose 
at the same time. There was a general Cry 
to hear Mr. Lascelles, but the Speaker called to 


Mr. WiiteReapd, who gave it as his Pe 
nion, that the House would’ but ill cg 
their dignity if they were not to be foun ; be 
their post, waiting to see in what state 
country was really placed, and how it ot 
best be extricated from its present yee 
He therefore differed widely from aN << 
Secretary at War, for not a moment s ee 
be lost in inquiring into the present posture 
affairs—it was truly alarming. 

an 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 


“Monday, Mayg-—( See Minutes, p- 81°) 
Nagoriarion.]oLord Petia m obser™ 
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the case, he had a communication to make to 
their Lordships relative to the negotiation 
with the government of France. He alluded 


motion respecting the subject, if no commu- 
nication were made. Motives of respect to 


that Noble Lord, as well as to the House in | 


general, induced him to come forward, and 
state what had come to the knowledge of his 
Majesty’s Ministers, as having taken place 
since the period he had last mentioned the 
subject to their Lordships. He reminded the 
House, that he had stated on a former even- 
ing, that on Friday morning the French Am- 
bassador had applied for passports; and he 
had farther apprized the House, that his Ma- 
jesty’s Ambassador had orders to quit Paris 
on a certain day, in case the matter in discus- 
sion were not likely to be brought to a favour- 
able issue. He had now to state, that cir- 
cumstances, however, had since occurred, 
which had induced a delay on the part of his 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris; but this cir- 
cumstance was not attended with any other 
changes than the necessary delay which arose 
from the proceeding. However, he enter- 
tained a confidential hope that he should, in 
a short time, be able to come down with a 
— communication upon the subject to the 
ouse, 


The Earl of Darnvey could not avoid ex- 
pressing his sense of the degree of candour 
with which the Noble Secretary of State had 
conducted himself on the present occasion. 
As circumstances stood, he felt himself in- 
clined, with a reference to what had fallen 
from Ministers, and considering what was due 
to deccrum on such an occasion, to decline 
giving their Lordships any further trouble at 
present, than merely to state his understand- 
ing, that it was the intention of Ministers to 
take the earliest opportunity of bringing this 
long-protracted negotiation to a speedy issue. 
However, while he was on his legs, he should 
take the opportunity, with the permission of 
their Lordships, to state the grounds of his 
projected motion. In framing that proposition, 
re had no idea of attempting to criminate his 

wee Ministers, on account of any thing 
: ich hitherto appeared in their conduct; but 

‘7 Im common with all their Lordships, and 
with the country at large, felt that it was de- 
sirable and proper, that such a long and pro- 
tracted negotiation should be brought to a 
nemas his wish, however, was not to do any 
rare. that might embarrass Ministers. At the 
whether al he might be permitted to doubt 
ps . ¢r any good could possibly arise from 
tal procrastinated delay; and on these gene- 
fo ne It was that he intended to come 
Sarthe Having said so much, he wished 
chould matteo at the same time, that he 
pers el it incumbent on him, if it should 

‘Vornt ee every expectation held out 
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that night, and contrary to his own feelings 
as to what should be the right line of conduct 


| that Ministers should think fit again to enter 


to the notice recently given by a Noble Earl, | into a protracted negotiation, and (so we un- 


that he should on that day bring forward a | 
‘themselves in terms of uncertainty, to come 


| forward and again trouble their Lordships on 


derstood the Noble Earl) again to express 


the subject, and with a detailed statement of 
his reasons in favour of an address to his Ma- 
jesty, expressive of what he thought should 
be the sense of the House in such circum- 
stances, and urging an inquiry into the causes 
of a delay, which he was convinced must be 
injurious to the real interests of the country. 
He concluded by moving, that the order which 
was made respecting his intended motion of 


to-day be discharged. 


Earl Spencer begged leave to take the op- 
portunity to offer a few observations upon the 
subject under their Lordships’ consideration. 
He perfectly coincided with the Noble Earl 
who had just sat down, in the propriety of 
his waving his proposed motion under the 
present circumstances. He was of opinion, 
that, after the communication of this day, it 
would be highly unadvisable to make a motion 
of that kind: when the obvious situation of 
the country was considered, it could not sa- 
tisfactorily be discussed. ‘The real grounds 
on which he thought the House would con- 
sent to a farther delay were, in his view of 
the affair, neither more nor less than these: 
all who thought they saw reason, from what 
they knew, to approve of the conduct of Mi- 
nisters, would of course agree to the propo- 
sition; while, on the other hand, others, and 
those with whom he joined in opinion, were 
averse from taking any steps which might em- 
barrass his Majesty’s Ministers, who were al- 
ready in a situation of great difficulty. How- 
ever, in other points of view, those who acted 
on the principle he had latterly alluded to, 
might think it proper, and in other circum- 
stances would feel themselves called upon, to 
urge repeatedly for the necessary information 
on the real state of the country. With re- 
spect to the line of proceeding that day adopt- 
ed by the Noble Earl, he repeated it was, in 
his mind, judiciously conceived; but he could 
not help observing, that, by what transpired 
that day, it appeared that unforeseen circum 
stances, as alluded to by a Noble Friend of 
his, had actually happened, which it was pro- 
per the public should be informed of, and, at 
the earliest opportunity, through the medium 
of Parliament, the more especially for the 
purpose of relieving those doubts to which 
uncertain reports must necessarily give rise. 
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he should ground his motion having been laid ‘more clearly justifiable than the other.—A 
before the House, Gent. were of course in | Noble Lord had given notice yesterday, that 


possession of the subject: his intention was to 


| . : 
he should this day move for certain papers re. 


move for a bill of indemnity tor all the per- | specting the prohibition with regard to naval 


sons who issued, or who carried into execu- 
tion, the orders for prohibiting the exporta- 
tion of military stores, and for permitting the 
exportation of a certain quantity of seed corn 
to Norway. As these two orders depended 


upon circumstances that were distinct, he | 


would take them separately; and first, with 
regard to the permission to export a certain 
quantity of seed corn to Norway. Represent- 
ations having been made by the Danish go- 
verninent, stating the great distress that was 
experienced in Norway in consequence of the 
failure of the harvest last season, and asking 
for permission to export 5000 quarters of bar- 
ley and oats from this country into Norway, as 
seed corn, the Secretary of State communi- 
cated that request to the Lords of the Trea- 
sury, and urged the importance of the object, 
and the advanced season of the year. That 
such a request ought to be complied with he 
did not suppose would be for a moment doubt- 
ed, when the nature of the application was 
considered, and the quarter from which it 
came. ‘Lhe application was made by a neigh- 
bouring nation, in amity and friendship with 
this country, and it was only for a small quan- 
tity of seed corn to rescue Norway-from the 
danger of a famine. He should do injustice 
to the House if he took up their time in ar- 
guing such a point. ‘The propriety of grant- 
ing this request was not only clear upon the 
principles of liberality, charity, and good 
neighbourhood, but even the most narrow and 


contracted mind must be sensible of the expe- | 


diency of complying with it; because this 
country was interested in the produce of the 
harvest of neighbouring countries; because, 
if their harvests failed, they must be supplied 
trom those sources from which we derived our 
own Importation. ‘These considerations would 
induce Government at any time to comply 
with such a request; but this application was 
made at a time when there was nothing con- 
nected with our own markets, which would 
justify a refusal. The application was made 
on the 24th of March: all that time the order 
of Council for prohibiting the exportation of 
corn Was near its expiration, and Government 
were actually considering whether that order 
should be renewed or not. Urgent applica- 
tions were made by the trade against the re- 
newal of the order; but it was renewed upon 
other considerations besides those which re- 
Jated to the state of our markets. Under these 
circumstances, an order was issued by the 
Lords of the Treasury to permit the exporta- 
tos of the sooo quarters. It was at first in- 
tended that the whole should be exported 
trom Scotland, but it was afterwards thought 
expedient that a part should be sent from 
isngland. With respect to the other order, 
that depended upon other circumstances---but 
“pon circumstances that made it, if possible, 


stores. (Lord Temple said across the House, 
| that was not the notice he had given.) ‘Lhe 
_ Attorney General said he had then misunder- 
stood the Noble Lord. The House, he pre. 
sumed, were aware how the law stood with 
regard to the power of the Crown to prevent 
_the exportation of naval and military stores, 
That power, to acertain extent, was granted 
to the Crown by an act of Charles I. and had 
been extended to different articles of naval 
Stores by other acts, particularly the acts of 
29th Geo. II. and 33d Geo. ILI. therefore 
there was no question that Government had 
the power of preventing the exportation of 
those articles. Under these circumstances, 
information was received that a considerable 
quantity of stores was on the point of being 
exported to Holland and France; that inform- 
ation being received, he apprehended there 
could be no doubt but that it was proper to 
prevent it: but as it was a subject of great 
urgency, it was necessary that no time should 
'be lost; a letter was therefore immediately 
written to the Board of Customs for that pur- 
pose. On the 6th of April an order was 1s- 
| sued to prevent the exportation of gunpow- 
| der, sultpetie, arms, and ammunition, found- 
ed upon the 29th Geo. II. and not upon the 
33d Geo. III. and therefore it did not extend 
to naval stores, This omission proceeded ¢n- 
tirely from an inadvertence. They were af- 
terwards informed that an unusually large 
quantity of Jignum vite was ordered for vs 
portation, which was also prevented. Under 
all these circumstances, he must admit, that 
in point of form neither of these measures 
were strictly legal; but he really could not 
bring his mind to believe that any body could 
find fault with the conduct of Government 


'upon this occasion. The only pot upon 


which any objection could be made was, that 
the House of Commons had not been aoa 
diately acquainted with it: this bane 
should be explained. ‘The necessity of an ae 
mediate communicaticn to Parliament em 
be measured by the importance of the su oe 
If it was acase of great doubt, it wasa sir nger 
reason for an immediate communication. 
was thought expedient that both 
should be communicated to the Hou 
same time; and Government were © te 
that, under the existing circumstanc he 
would be better not to make a ee cea, 
which might appear to be of an — et 
Upon these grounds, he hope cet hich 
would give him leave to bring in the 

he then moved for. 


7 ibuted 

Mr. Coxe (of Norfolk) said, he ee 

this measure to the motion he sn. tose do ¢ 

ago for papers relative to the a Ministers 
erain. He did not find fault wit 


measures 
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ters, he was only surprised that the permission | the unusually short space of one month. As 
to export was not made general. If they had | to what the Hon, Gent. had said about the se. 
done so, they would have been entitled to the | lection of persons to export this grain, he 
thanks of the country. He understood that | could assure the House he knew of no selec. 
permission had been given to particular per-| tion; Government did not interfere in any 
sons to export this grain: this he considered | manner; he did not even know the names of 
as being done with a view to influence, for he | the persons till he came into the House, and 
understood that the permission was given to | then he learnt that a Gent. of great respecta- 
persons who were Members of that House. | bility had been employed, not by Govern- 
Last year there was permission given to re- | ment, but by the Danish Minister.—[ Hi re 
export some damaged corn, which was actually | Mr. Fox shook bis bead, and smiled.]—The 
sent to Barcelona. If ever there was a Mi- | 


+ | Chancellor of the Exchequer said, he asserted 
nister Who ought to have granted general per- | this to be the fact, and he was entitled to cre- 
mission for the exportation of grain, it was the | dit for his assertion. As to what the Gent. 
Hig ye pin i yor a the enormous | alluded to, as happening in 1802, he was to- 
uty he last year laid upon malt; but he was | tally unacquainted with it; but if the Hon. 
hie mdi ished at i, because no Minister, in| Gent. would move for any papers upon the 
RAE i shia had ever attended to the subject, he should have no objection to it. 
fivias On the 2gth of March the application was 

: , made by the Danish Minister: directions were 

gt F CREE setts ne 0 OF Cneect to | sent to the customs of Scotland on the Fri- 
pedheeas Kip ; ci inisters were | day, and the House did not sit on the Satur- 
pada gh tire. the exportation of naval | day or Sunday. The next week the question 
nap 3 ee ae 30 heey dpa sd there | of continuing the order of Council was dis- 
exportation of se, aa ° at agenrs the | cussed, and on the grst of March the order 
. pe y SAR PRSRY SNOTRS- respecting naval and military stores was sent 

The CHANCELLOR of the ExCHEQUER suid, to the Custom-house. These wesemeenen 
there was no order in existence before the one | occurring at the same time, it was thought 
alluded to of the 6th of April. That order better that the promulgation should not take 
was intended to extend to naval stores, but it place till the discussions which were going on 
wis Omitted by inadvertence. On the 31st of at Paris should be terminated, as a hostile in- 
3 terpretation might be put upon it. He was 


. + ~~ , j v . 


quiries had been made by persons connected | not to be any interval between a violation of 
y : , » , ‘ ott EE 
with houses on the continent, to know whe- | the law and a communication to Parliament, 


ther there was any order in force to prevent | if it was not justified by public convenience, 
the exportation of saltpetre, It was impossi- | It remained for the House to consider, whe- 
ble to hold a Council the next day ; bat he ther Ministers were justified in what they had 
consulted with some of his Majesty’s pea done, and whether there was any unbecoming 
dential servants, and they were unanimously delay, in making this communication to Par- 
of opinion, that the exportation of saltpetre liasnent; which certainly would have been 
should be prevented, till the authority of the delayed a few days longer, if it had not been 
King in Council could be had. This certainly for the motion of the Hon, Gent. 

Was not an order of Council, but an order was 
issued on the 6th of April, which, from the 
inadvertence he had mentioned, did not in- 


- 
Lord TempLce said, the point he wanted to 
be informed about was, whether there was 


clude naval stores. It was not thought expe- | any order to prevent the exportation of mi- 
dient to abstain from promulgating that order | litary and naval stores, between the signing 
at that time, but the Hon. Gent. (Mr. Coke) of the preliminary and definitive treaty cf 
was mistaken in supposing that it was his mo- | P€ace- 


tion that had induced Ministers to apply for 
this measure, though he certainly had in some |_ The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQueER said, 


degree accelerated it. But he wished to state | he did not immediately recollect, but he would 
generally, that similar considerations of po- | inquire into the subject. 

cy that led to the prohibition of the export- 
ation of naval and military stores, occasioned Mr. Fox said, he did not mean to insinuate 
the renewing of the order of Council to pre- | that the Rt. Hon, Gent. used the power he 
vent the exportation of grain. “He agreed | had alluded to from any improper motive 
with the Han. Gent. (Mr. Coke), that no- | Whatever, but yet it was apparent that such 
thing but strong reasons would have justified | practices as these were the grounds of abuse 
the prohibition of the exportation of grain ‘in all the governments of the world. The Rt. 
under the present state of the markets; and, 'Hon. Gent. had said, he did not know any of 
in his opinion, if it had not been for the cir- | the persons who had this leave to export corn, 
cumstances to which he had alluded, the pro- | nor had he any share in the recommendation 
hibition would not have been renewed; but | of any individn! for that’ purpose: now sup- 


he wished to observe, that it was renewed for pose the Rt. Hon. Gent. to be as fiee as le 
*Pp2 
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admitted he’was, for he was really as unlikely 
to have any share in such a transaction as 
this, as any Minister whatever, yet it was 
possible to suppose that persons in very in- 
terior situations, who had never been consi- 
dered the most pure of the people, had some 
share in recommending particular individuals 
to the conduct of this business; why then it 
would be a grievance in that sense, because it 
was a favour to some individual upon a sub- 
ject which the public ought to be acquainted 
with, either by law, or a direct communica- 
tion to that House; and therefore this practice 
was liable to make an unfavourable impression 
on the public, without imputing, as he cer- 
tainly did not impute to the Hon. Gent. or 
the lowest person connected with him, the 
least impropriety of motive. He thought, 
however, that application should have been 
made to Parliament at once, and as the thing 


had happened five weeks ago, some inconve- | 


nience had arisen by not coming to Parlia- 


ment; nor did he see the connexion between | 


the points of the exportation of corn and the 
other political topics stated by the Rt. Hon. 
Gent. and which prudence had required to 
have been concealed. He thought the whole 
of the argument laboured very much in that 
part on the other side. The Rt. Hon. Gent. 
said they were connected, but he had adduced 
no argument to shew their connexion. He 
did not object to any thing done by Admi- 
nistration, but to the manner of doing it: he 
thought it should either have been done by 
act of Parliament, or a communication should 
have been made to the House, and it should 
have been done under the sanction of the 
House; for he owned his inclination to be 
jealous of acts of indemnity for those things 
which might have been previously made the 
subject of communication to Parliament, the 
sanction of which might have made indemnity 
unnecessary, and that the more especially on 
subjects materially connected with the agri- 
cultural interests of the country. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQuER said, 
the Hon. Gent. had stated, that the argument 
laboured in that point where he said there was 
a connexion in the cases he had stated, that of 
the prohibition of naval and military stores, 
and the exportation of grain. Had it not 
been for those causes which produced both 
prohibitions, the order of Council respecting 
the prohibition, and the exportation of grain, 


_ would not have been renewed; but at the 


time the Lords of the Treasury consented to 
permit the exportation of grain, it was matter 
of great doubt with the Privy Council whe- 
ther they should or should not renew the pro- 
hibition: in one of these events, namely, the 
not determining to renew the prohibition, the 
application of the Danish Minister would have 
been unnecessary; and it was on that ground 
he conceived his Majesty’s Ministers were jus- 
tied in not coming to Parliament immedi- 
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ately. Had the order to prohibit exportation 
not been renewed, the exportation would not 
have taken place under the operation of law. 


Mr. RyDER admitted it to be a laudable jea- 
lousy in any Member to suspect corruption in 
Government, where there was a foundation 
for it; but here there was not any, and the 
suspicion of the Hon. Gent. who spoke lately 
seemed to be applied to all governments in 
general, but to have no specification as it re- 
ferred to our own. The Hon. Gent. had said, 
that Government should have come to the 
House at once with a communication upon 
the subject. Now if Government had in- 
tended to act corruptly, they would not have 
come to Parliament at all with the communi- 
cation the Hon. Gent. seemed to wish; nor 
would their so coming have prevented them 
from acting corruptly in this case, if they had 
been so minded: for if Parliament had been 
applied to for leave to export 5000 quarters of 
barley, all that Parliament could have done 
would have been to give that leave, and then 
who should procure and furnish it, would have 
rested with the Danish Minister, or it would 
have rested with Government to employ the 
person who was to export it. In neither case 
would the interference of Parliament have 
taken place to prevent corruption, if any such 
had been intended, which certainly there was 
not. He then took notice of the order in 
Council fer exportation, and approved of what 
had been done respecting it; and concluded 
with observing, that he could not help think- 
ing there never was an attack upon Govern- 
ment more feebly made than this, nor any that 
was less supported. 


Mr. Fox said, that if the thing had been 
done by Parliament, instead of being done by 
Ministers, it would not have given them powél 
to favour any persons whatever : besides; these 
things had a very serious effect ; for a man 
having a great deal of corn, and wishing to 
export, and another was allowed to do 90) 
and no communication was made of it, + 
would naturally say, why should one man 0¢ 
allowed to do this, and another should not. 
Now this inconvenience would be obviated by 
a communication to the House, for then the 
thing would be open. 


——t 
——e 








HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 13.—( See Minutes, p- 812.) 


[Finance.]—Lord Kino rose pursuant to 
the notice he had given, to state his er 
with respect to this important ee 
should not, he said, have come forwar Aer 
any other Peer, more able and more ae? 
sant on the subject than himself, wes sabe 
clined at least, in his mind, yeep shine 
to agitate the discussion. Their 
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counts, some of a voluminous nature, were | 


on their Lordships’ table. ‘These 
dered, for the most part, on the motions of 
a Noble Lord opposite to him; but in what 
he was about to submit to their Lordships’ 
consideration, he should chiefly confine him- 
self to those accounts presented previous to 
the delivery of his Majesty’s message, and 
from which too flattering deductions had been 
made, with a view, no doubt, of raising the 


vere OfT- | 


| 
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ing towards a conclusion, he censured the 
system, particularly with respect to finance, 
pursued by Ministers, in concealing from the 


‘country its real state in that respect, and 
| holding forth the hopes of secing a surplus, 


when in fact there existed an alarming deficit. 
Upon the whole, he deemed the general sub- 


| ject wel! worthy the serious attention and mi- 
| nute consideration of their Lordships; and in 


public confidence ; but under impressions of | 


public duty, and with a view to evince to the 
country its real situation in point of finance, 
he felt it incumbent on him to examine with 
strictness and precision, and the results which 
he should be able to make, he doubted not, 
would be of a very different nature from the 
deduction to which he had alluded. The Noble 
Lord then proceeded to a detailed examination 
of those points of the accounts upon the ta- 
ble, to which he said he should direct their 
Lordships’ attention. With respect to a part 
of these, his object seemed to point out some 
great and important differences in the modes 
of stating the heads of revenue, expenditure, 
&c. with a view to evince the necessity for a 
subsequent detailed and deliberate inquiry. 
From his view of these items, he argued that 
the different heads were in some instances, as 
those of income, revenue, &c. over-rated; 
in those items which regarded the expendi- 
ture and disbursements, under-rated. 
establish these positions, his Lordship entered 
into a variety of calculations and details, 
which, as they mostly consisted ef compara- 


i 
} 


To | 


! 


tive statements, were the more complex and | 


abstruse: we therefore, under the apprelen- 
sion of unintentional mis-statement, shall not 
attempt to follow his Lordship. He touched, 
but not weightily, upon the statements made by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and entered 
into some calculations to shew the erroneous 
tendency of part of his statements. 
adverted to what had fallen from a Noble Lord 
opposite to him on a former night, respecting 
the general subject, and contended that there 
could by no means be such an aggregate as a 
sum exceeding sixteen millions, applicable to 
public purposes. In arguing this point, his 
Lordship seemed to say, that the British and 
{rish expenditure were not sufficiently discrimi- 
nated. He then commented upon the real cir- 
cumstances of the consolidated fund, and the 
State of actual expenditure, and contended, 
instead of there existing a considerable sur- 
plus, as argued on the part of the Minister, 
there was a real deficit to a considerable 
amount, inasmuch as there remained, after a 
due and candid statement of the whole supply 
and ways and means, a sum of only 9,172,000/. 
to cover an expenditure of more than sixteen 
millions, He then took a view of the differ- 
ent ways in which the national income could 
be equalized, one of which means, namely, 
an appropriation of the sinking fund, he 
thought none could dare to propose. Draw- 


He then | 


| 





that view he should move for the appointment 
of acommittee for the purpose of inquiring 
into the real situation of the finances of the 
country, and to report their opinion of the 
same to the House. 


Lord AUCKLAND rose, and comhated the 
positions of the Noble Lord who had just sat 
down. He contended, that no satistactory 
ground whatever had been laid down by his 
Lordship for the institution of such an Inquiry. 
He tock a comprehensive view of the prin- 
cipal financial disquisitions which had taken 
place since the accession of the late Admi- 
nistration to power, and particularly dwelt 
upon the proceedings of the committee of 
1786, and exhibited a regular financial histor 
of the country since that period. With a 
view of bringing the subject fully before the 
House, he had moved for the production of a 
variety of documents, from a perusal of which 
any individual Peer could thoroughly satisfy 
himself there existed not the least necessity 
for the inquiry proposed by the Noble Lord. 
The statements with which he proposed then 
to trouble their Lordships, on the particular 
points in discussion, were comparatively re- 
ducible to a small compass. He reminded 
their Lordships, the discussion did not origt- 
nate with him: a Noble Earl opposite was 
the first mover for accounts; but upon what 
1ad been said, he thought it his duty to state 
his own sentiments, and to move for additional 
documents, in order to bring the subject duly 
before the House. He thought, that instead 
of there being a considerable minus, as was 
asserted, he could evince there was a surplus 
of between three and four millions. In en- 
deavouring to substantiate this position, he 
contended that the Noble Lord opposite had 
calculated upon erroneous grounds; the Irish 
part of the expenditure had nothing to do 
with his statement. He entered into a consi- 
deration of the different heads of the revenue, 
and dwelt with some stress upon the article of 
the bounties paid on account of corn and rice, 
the importance and extent of which never 
seemed to have been adequately considered. 
He argued, that every thing which occurred 
within the year made part of the real income 
of that period, and in the aggregate calcu- 
lated, that amount would be found to ex- 
ceed 34,345,000/. He then proceeded to the 


consideration of the consolidated fund, with 
respect to which we understood his Lordship 
to say, there existed a true and real surplus 
of more than seven millions. Recurring again 
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to the Reports of the finance committees, he 
observed the results shewed the progressive 
increase of the revenue, and the improved 
enerzics of the country. He then exhibited a 
view of the number of ships, men, and tons, 
employed at different periods in the merchant 
service, which abundantly proved that the 
comercial kept pace with the financial pro- 
sperity of the country: and those in the last 


year, he observed, were treble to what they , 


were in1779. Adverting generally to the na- 
tional expenditure, his Lordship did not deem 
jt incumbent on him, considering the view 
upon which he came forward, to dwell upon 
it in detail. He then alluded to the situation 
jn which the country was placed, particularly 
with respect to its late adversary, a power 
which had not, since the pacification, mani- 
fested any genuine proofs of conciliation to- 
wards us; and observed, that it would hardly 
be recommended from any quarter, to reduce 
the present expenditure. His Lordship con- 
cluded with stating his disapprobation of the 
motion, 


The Earl of Moira spoke in answer to 
what had fallen from the Noble Lord who 
spoke last, at some length: he complimented 
the Noble Lord who had introduced the sub- 


ject, for the repeated display he made of | 


talents which would one day become highly 
useful to hiscountry: he deprecated the mode 
of substituting a branch of the subject, for the 
main points of it, and observed, that it was 
not so much on the details of the subject, as 
on its final results, that the merits of the ques- 
tion depended. In that view it was indifferent 
to him whether the Noble Lord was in error 
one, two, or three millions. Hethen entered 
into some calculations to prove the nonexist- 
ence of the surplus advanced by a Noble Lord 
on a former occasion. The accounts before 


the House, particularly those moved for by the | 
Noble Lord, were of a very voluminous nature, | 


and, in his mind, the subject required farther 
and deliberate inquiry. 


Lord AUCKLAND just rose to explain, that 
the Noble Earl seemed to misconceive him; a 
part of what he adverted to, was by him only 
admitted for the sake of argument. 


‘The Earl of Morra proceeded, and after 
eontending that much of the financial state- 
ments on the part of Ministers was unfound- 
ed, adverted in some degree to their political 
conduct, of which, as it tended to operate, par- 


ticularly in a financial point of view, he spoke 


in terms of disapprobation, He thought Par- 
Jiament in these respects ought to act frankly 
with the country, instead of concealing its real 
Situation. In the present stage of the business, 
and considering the voluminous nature of the 
accounts, even Members of that House could 
not become masters of the subject, still less 
the public at large. 
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recommended the adoption of his Noble 
Friend’s motion, 





| Lord Gaenvinte observed, that he should 
| proceed to call their Lordships? attention to 
| the subject upon which the Noble Lord had 
| grounded his motion, though he, in some de. 
gree, differed from that Noble Lord as to 
what he had advanced; his object, however, 
in so Coming forward, was not to place himself 
in Opposition to any of the Noble Lords who 
had delivered their sentiments, but impelled 
by considerations of public duty, to shew, as 
far as he was able, and which he thought was 





the bounden duty of all, to shew to the coun- 
try its true situation, by a fair and manly state, 
ment of the circumstances under which it was 
placed. That system of concealment which 
prevailed too much of late, had been carried 
too far, and particularly upon a subject, the 
most interesting of all others to the country, 
He thought no Member of that or the other 
House of Parliament, had need to apologize 
for bringing forward a subject of such vital 
linportance fairly to the view of the country. 
There must, however, be persons conscious 
of not having thus come forward to serve the 
country: but with respect to Parliament gene- 
rally, it was necessary they should open the 
eyes of the country, and, particularly in such a 
momentous crisis as the present, shew them 
their real situation: it ought to be made clear 
to the country, whether or not its finances 
were in that state, that there existed a large 
disposable surplus, or a real alarming def- 
ciency. In contemplating the circumstance of 
a deficiency, it should be further inquired 
into, whether there really existed a necessity 
of supplying those deficiencies by that most 
ruinous of all financial measures, a system of 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


peace loans? He acknowledged the utility of 
the various accounts which had been laid betore 
the House; however, in the important, but 
perhaps rather general view which he then 
meant to take of the subject, he was saved the 


| trouble of adverting to them in detail ; acasual 
reference would be sufficient for lis purpose. 


Those which he should have occasion to rete! 


| to were of unquestionable authenticity, being 


- signed by the Secretary of the Treasury, = 
. 
| the results of these, he meant to contrast wil 





the statements made by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer himself, taken from a oe 
issued by authority into the world, and wit os 
view to the fullinformation of the public; 29 
statements which he could not pefenin: trom 
observing, had been fatally, to a certain sad 
gree, credited and acted upon by the woe 
interest of the country. In considering, nd 
subject before them, he disclaimed, the — 
idea whatever of exciting any sensation 0° ioe 
spondency. On a subject of this Poe ae 
nature, he knew a speaker was more  bject 
misrepresentation than on any other su sv 
and in that view he felt himself called up 


4 . . . ihe 
He contended for the | distinctly to state his firm convicnion, that 

existence of an alarming deficit, and strongly 
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spondenty or dismay, the country had upon | 
every account just reason to be confident of | 


the strength and adequacy of its own resources. 


The country was able to cover the existence of | 
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November last. In calculating those points, 
he should take the year as ending the sth of 


| January, and he had no hesitation in taking 


much greater deficiencies, and this he was per- | 


p 


fectly able to prove; and farther, that it was | 


not only equal to maintain its existence and 
independence, but even to repel aggression, 
and to take ample vengeance on the authors of 
that aggression: the Parliament, under such 
circumstances, should not shrink from its duty, 
but fairly call these resources into action, and 
provide a revenue fully adequate to meet 
the occasions of the country. It was in the 
recollection of their Lordships, that, a short 
time before the Christmas recess, the finance 
minister of the country, at an unusual period 
ot the session, and in circumstances of extra- 
ordinary moment, anticipated the customary 
Statement of the finances of the present year. 
The reason assigned for this proceeding was, 
the necessity of laying before the country a 
true picture of its finances; he was relieved 
from much trouble on the scure of reference, 
as his statements respecting that display of the 
finances, were drawn from a publication which 
he had reason to believe was ushered into 
public notice under the authority of Ministers, 
and therefore it could not be conceived tocon- 
tain a false account of those statements. Not- 
withstanding these specious advantages, the 
effect of this publication was to delude every 
monied man who placed confidence in 
it. On this head he could say much; but the 
consideration of the subject, in the view he 
alluded to, had better be left until the real 





budget of the present year should come for- 
sideration of the land and malt taxes. He then 


ward, which in the course of a few weeks may 
be found necessary. Among other points cf 
finance, that statement exhibited the melan- 


chely expedient of a loan; but the question | 


was, whether that was the last time such a | 
debt, and charges of the sinking fund: this 


measure would be recurred to? That publi- 
Cation Contained also a statement of the re- 
venue and expenditure of the country, and 
laid before the putiic the comfortable view of 
a surplus of even a million sterling. What 
the effect must be of such a statement on the 
public at large, and on the metropolis, may be 
easily conceived. It was not long, however, 
before doubts were entertained of the truth ot 
these statements, and they had nearly fallen 


his statements from the documents he had bes 
fore specified, and that the statement madé 
by the financial minister on the 19th of De- 
cember was full of the grossest fallacy. His 
first reference would be to the 29th page of 
the publication alluded to, and there the sup- 
posed expenditure was stated to be in the 
averegate 11,530,000/. from which were to be 
deducted the 2-17ths for the Irish proportions 
and also the Irish chatges upon the Conso- 
lidated fund: but afterwards was to be added 
a charge of 500,000/, which would make the 
total supposed expenditure of the navy, army, 
ordnance, and miscellaneous services, to 
amount to 10,533,0o0c/. for Great Britain. In 
this part of the calculation he had to observe, 
that one material article of expense was entirely 


overlooked, namely, the exifa buildings in the 


navy, which this year amounted to goo,ooof, 
The average amount of this necessary expense 
during the last peace was about 500,000/. per 


‘annum; but allowing for the various differ- 


ences which had taken place since that period, 
he thought the average expense of that de- 
partment could not be estimated at less than 
700,000], per annum, which, added to the 
other articles of expenditure, would form a 
total of 11,233,000/. This would be the ag- 
eregate when the expenses could be reduced 
to the amount stated in the speech. In consi- 
dering the amount of the revenue, as set forth 


| in the same publication, the Noble Lord atgued 


that certain heads thereof were not accurately 
discussed. le alluded principally to the con. 


passed to a review of the statements in the 
consolidated fund, and described the real free 
revenue to be only that which was disposable 
after the payment of the interest of the national 


was stated as amounting to 10,599,0008. to 
which was added, aiter the produce of the 
lottery (in calculating which his Lordship 


| seemed to say, there was some mistake)—the 


| expected contribution of 


into complete discredit, when a Noble Lord | 
was pleased to step forth, and contend that 


the calculations in question, instead of being 
exaggerated, were below the truth. In con- 
sidering the real state of the question, he 
would undertake to prove, that the actual re- 
venue at that very time, instead of yielding a 
surplus, was in fact more than two millions 
below the expenditure, which, as the result 
of that statement, exhibited a gross and inex- 
cusable etror of at least three millions sterling. 


soo,cool. from the 
revenues of India, In this part of his speech, 
his Lerdship took occasion to panegyrize the 
Administration, and the abilities of the Noble 
Marquis, at the head of the government in 
India, whose talents, ereat as they were, in 
negotiation, war, and civil government, 
were, pethaps, exceeded by those he pos- 
sessed for matters of finance, a ground upon 
which his enemies had unaccountably strove to 
calumniate him; but this reference, his Lord- 
ship observed, naturally depended upon the 


continuance of peace in India: this and other 


points made the supposed total of the ways 
and means to be 11,595,000/. which after 


_ deducting the hypothetical expenditure, as set 


In another point of view, he contended, that | 
the actual revenue wouid be found to fall even | : ) 
| statements, his Lordship entered into a variety 


four millions short of the peace establishment, 


@s voted by the other House of Parliament in 


forth in the same document, left an imaginary 
surplus of 1,032,000/. In controverring these 


of detailed calculations, drawn, as he had bes 
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1599] PARLIAMENTARY 
fore observed, from the accounts before the 
House, signed by the Secretrry of the Trea- 
sury. He first adverted to the different heads 
of proposed reduction, upon which the forego- 
ing conclusions were drawn, and which it 
would be superfluous to observe, were, inthe 
present circumstances of this country, totally 
out of the question. He would consider what 
the actual situation of the country now would 
be, were the proposed reductions carried into 
effect. Under the head of the army, to reduce 
the expenses in the sum proposed, a number 
of about 25,oco men should be reduced, 
which, according to the plan of disposing the 
army, would, at about the period of the deli- 
very of the King’s message, not have left one 
foot soldier in Great Britain. In the head of 
reduction proposed for the navy, about 
1,540,000/, was intended to be saved, and to 
do this, he calculated about 18,000 men must 
be reduced: this, according to the newly 
broached doctrine that ships might be ready 
for sea without men (@ laugh), may be practi- 
cable enough; but were the reduction actually 
made, we should’ now have no navy fit for 
service. Afier shewing the impracticabiliry of 
those intended reductions, and calculating upon 
the indispensable expenses of the actual esta- 
blishment, he contended that the permanent 
establishment, as arranged even in November 
jast, would be 13,436,000/. A diminution was 
a consideration of possibility, but a consider- 


‘able increase, one of great probability. His 


Lordship then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of the real income of the nation, and after 
touching upon the various sources from which 
it was derived, and the indispensable charges 
to be made thereon, he calculated the total of 
the actual ways and means to meet the real 
expenciture of the country, at not more than 
9,632,000/. He then adverted to the Austrian 
loan, upon which, after commenting upon its 
origin, and the important circumstances con- 
nected with that measure, he declared his opi- 
nion, that it behoved Parliament to make 
provision for the interest of it, which he stated 
at about 497,000/, Pursuing the line of general 
calculation further, he stated, that the free 
revenue amounted to about 9,185,000/. which, 
calculated together with the heads of the 
genuine state he had given of the supplies and 
ways and means, would evince the deficiency 
le had set out with stating, of more than two 
millions sterling. The Noble Lord then pro- 
ceeded to calculate the different heads of re- 
venue and expenditure, upon a more en- 
larged scale, and to demonstrate deficits 
to a more considerable amount. He then ex- 
patiated on the conduct of Ministers, in rather 
concealing the true financial circumstances of 
the country, than coming forward manfully to 
meet the exigencies of the case, and at once 
render the revenue equal to the necessary ex- 
penditure of the country; and condemned the 
system of the political conduct of Ministers, 
2s ory censurable with the others. He 
proceeded to comment on the conduct of 
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Ministers, particularly with respect to their 
financial measures. At the same time he dis- 
claimed all ideas of personal animosity; so tar 
from it, that for several of them he entertained 
the warmes: feelings of triendship and regard, 
The great object of his argument was to shew 
that they had not met the financial difficulties of 
the country in any one instance. He adverted 
to the salutary expedient of their predecessors, 
of raising part of the supplies within the year, 
which he thought they acted unwisely, as well 
as weakly, in not following up. Their aban- 
donment of the system of finance laid down by 
these Ministers, had reduced them to the 
miserable expedient of peace loans, measures 
which would palsy the operations of the sinking 
fund, and check the gradual extinction of the 
public debt: he principally condemned the 
financial system pursued by Ministers, which, 
| at the end of two years, left them witha real 
| deficiency of four millions, instead of the 
boasted surplus of a million sterling: and he 
insisted, that no financial minister, in the pre- 
sent circumstances of the country, would do 
his duty, if he shrunk from the project ot 
equalizing the actual revenue with the neces- 
sary expenditure oi the country. 


The Earl of WestMoRLAND defended the 
accuracy of the accounts. The expenditure, 
he said, amounted to 13,000,000!. ; and when 
the produce of the consolidated fund and of 
the land and malt was deducted, the deficiency 
would not amount to more than about 
3,400,000. The produce of the old taxes 
had, he said, increased more than 3,000,000/. 
He must, however, enter his protest against 
the practice of making statements made : 
other places, and pamphlets, the subyect © 
discussion in that House. In adverting to oa 
expenditure of the present year, he said, 
| it was undoubtedly large, and ought not to - 
taken as an average criterion; but it shou 
be recollected, that, under the present gure 
stances of the country, economy might only 
have invited the sword of the spoiler. 





Lord PELHAM likewise defended the = 
racy of the accounts, and objected to ma ~ 
the statements which had been made ~ tena 
places, the subject of discussion In that vie 
Those accounts would have been much e rf 
discussed in another place, where they — 
have been properly met by the ages tem 
brought them forward. A severe ape oe “ 
had been made against that person, ee 
should be recollected, at least if the - ol 
tion which had been alluded to, eae 
pended upon, that it had been state ne Oe 
person, that it would be aromnaty eae 
revenue equal the expenditure. * ae 
that the Imperial loan could not mcbew a 
priety be considered as a subsidy, 
to be paid by Austria. 

if it was 
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merely a question whether the acco 
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table were correct or not, it might certainly 
be proper to appoint a committee to investigate 
them, in order that, ifthere were errors, they 
mipit be cetected; and if there were not, that 
the accounts might remain unsuspected and 
unimpeached, It was, however, to be con- 
sidered, whether this was the moment for en- 
tering into such an investigation. This was 
peculiarly to be considered, because, perhaps, 
at the next meeting of that House they and the 
country micht be called upon to umie in re 
pressing the ambition and chastising the bad 
faith of one whom he could not, perhaps, at 


the present moment call our e nemy, but whom | 


he would designate as our most detesiable 
triend. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Friday, May 3-—( See Minutes, p- 813.) 


[STATE OF THE NEGOTIATION. ]—Lord 
GRANVILLE LEvison said, that he rose for 
the purpose of moving, that the House should 
at its msing adjourn till to-morrow. In making 
this motion he would not repeat the arguments 
Wuich had been urged on Friday last, which 
appeared to him to be unanswerable. The 
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ther would that be agreeable to the regular 
practice, until after most of the business 
which constituted the orders of the day was 
over: the Noble Lord would, therefore, allow 
him to say, he was not well advised with re- 
spect to the terms of his motion: he could 
have wished that the Noble Lord had given 
notice, that after the orders of the day were 
dispoved of, he should bring forward this sub- 
ject, ifany motion should be made to adjourn 
over to-morrow: and the Noble Lord would 
allow him to say also, that until a motion of 
another description was made, this course was 
irregular; but the Noble Lord would soon 
have an opportunity of submitting the sube 
stance of his present motion to the House, for 
he intended to move that the House do at its 
rising adjourn to Menday next. Having said 
this upon the form, he would now, with the 
leave of the House, state the objections he 
entertained to the substance of the motion of 
the Noble Lord. The Noble Lord had said, 
that the circumstances which had eccurred 
had disproved the statement made by his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers: the Noble Lord was not 
correct in that statement. ‘The statement made 
by his Majesty’s Ministers was not disproved 
by the circumstances which had actually oc 


events which had occurred since Friday appeared | curred. It was stated by him, this day se’n- 
to him completely to justify those who voted | night, not that he was convinced that Lord 
‘igainst the adjournment till Monday. It would | Whitworth had cuitted Paris, for he had no 
be in the recollection of the House, that the | knowledge of the fact, but that he had reason 


intelligence which arrived after that discussion 
completely contradicted the statement which 
had been made by the Minister. After the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. had stated, that Lord Whit- 
worth had left Paris, it surely was a matter of 
sufhcient importance to have communicated to 
the House on Saturday that he had not leit 
Paris, Lord Whitworth, it. was understood, 
remained at Paris, because some further pro- 
positions had been made; similar circum- 
stances might again occur; but at all events, 
It Was proper that the House should be at its 
post to receive any communication that Go- 
vernment might be enabled to make on so im- 
rae a subject: he should therefore move, 
pe. at the House should, at its rising, adjourn 
till to-morrow.” 


‘ The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUER said, 
“¢ apprehended, that, independent of the ob- 
Jection which he felt to the motion of the 
Noble Lord, in point of substance, there was 
One, in point of form, which rendered it, he 
presumed, inadmissible. Such a motion, he 
Hcweds was never allowed to pass.in that 
re as matter of course the House would 
’cjourn to to-morrow, without any motion, 
unless it should specifically determine to ad- 
journ to some other day; and, therefore, the 
— Lord’s motion was needless as well as 
mee the only way in which the 
an ‘on now before the House could be regular 
¢rms, would be that of an amendment to 


@ Motion to adj 5 nei- 
Vor yourn to some future day; nel 


} 





} 


to apprehend it, and that apprehension arose 
from his knowledge of the fact that General 
Andreossi had applied for passperts. It was 
an inference of his from this fact and accom- 
panying circumstances, that Lord Whitworth 
had quitted Paris, and he then believed that 
Lord Whitworth had quitted Paris; but he 
never said Lord Whitworth had quitted Paris 
—he made no such declaration. ‘The Noble 
Lord had expressed his regret that the House 
did not sit on Saturday last, and he had added 
his conviction that many gentlemen, and this 
was a circumstance worthy of observation, 
that many Gentlemen who voted in the 
majority for an adjournment to Monday, 
might regret the House did not sit. Now, he 
knew of no reason why that event should have 
excited any regret in the minds of any of the 
Gentlemen who voted in that majority; he 
was, on the contrary, convinced it ought to 
be matter of satisfaction on the part of those 
who supported the motion, that the House 
did not sit on the Saturday, as proposed by the 
amendment moved by an Hon. Gent. He 
alluded to the effect which might have result- 
ed from their sitting on that day, and he 
begged the House would pardon him for not 
stating the reason for saying this. It was, 
however, his intention, if the Noble Lord had 
not superseded him, to propose that the House 
should, at its rising, adjourn to Monday next, 
and that he intended to propose exactly as 
usual, without any comment, being perfectly 
prepared, however, if any question was put 
7 Qg 
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to him by any Member of the House, to an- 
swer it as distinctly as he could, consistently 
with his duty. Qn Friday last he had stated 
to the House the opinion which he entertained, 
which was, that Lord Whitworth was on his 
departure from Paris. He was not able, at 
present, to make any communication what- 
ever to the House, or to express an opinion 
whether Lord Whitworth was or was not on 
his way from Paris, but there was no proba- 
bility of any information whatever being re- 
ceived, so.as to enable him to make any com- 
munication from his Majesty to that House 
to-morrow. ‘The Speaker would observe on 
the regularity of the motion now before the 
House, after which, he presumed, the Noble 
Lord would pot persist in it; and if so, he 
should afterwards move, that the House do, 
at its rising, adjourn to Monday next. 


Mr. Canninc observed, that the Rt. Hon. 
Gent. who had just spoken, had stated two 
objections to the motion now before the 
House: one in point of form, the other in 
point of substance. If in point of form the 
motion was defective, the motion must fall, 
because it was irregular; but until he heard 
that from the Chair, he should be much in- 


ciined to doubt the irregularity of this mo- | 


tion; and he doubted it on the ground that 
the last motion upon this: subject, which was 
this day se’nnight, was entertained. On that 
occasion the Rt. Hon. Gent. moved, “ ‘That 
“* the House do, at its rising, adjourn to Mon- 
** day next,” and the amendment proposed to 
that was, to insert “ to-morrow ;” and ‘that 
was in substance the motion of his Noble 
Friend to-day ; and as all the rules of the House 
were founded on good scase, he saw no rea- 
son why this motion should not be entertained 
in its present form; he could not enter into 
any distinction which the Rt. Hon. Gent. in- 
tended to take, for ke could not see the dif- 
ference between debating a thing in the shape 
of an original motion, and that of debating 
the same thing in the shape of an amendment 
to an original motion. ‘The motion now be- 
fore the House wis the very same thing in 
point of sense as the amendment moved this 
day se’nnight by an Hon. Gent. and which 
was debated for several hours in that House, 
without any body being rebuked er corrected 
for ity He was not aware how the matter 
could be objected to. now, net having been 
objected to then. He confessed, however, 
after having heard the statement of the Rt. 
Hon. Gent. on his own conviction, that the 
meeting of the House to-morrow would not 
enable him to make any communication to the 
House; he should, for one, not wish to press 
for a division; but here, again, he must take 
the distinction of the Rt. Hon. Gent. who said 
he had formerly spoken his opinion, as it was 
formed in consequence of the conduct of the 
French ambassador; that from that condnct 
wee drew certain inferences, The Rt. Hon. 
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| Gent. was, however, he hoped, speaking not 
| again on conjecture, but from somie assurance 
that to-morrow he would not be able to make 
| any communication to the House: if that wae 
the case, the House should not take the trou- 
| ble of meeting, because it would be only mect- 
ing In vain; but then he wished to understand 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. distinctly whether he now 
said, that he should not be able to make any 
communication to the House to-monow? If 
he did not say so, he thought the House should 
be pressed to a division, and he should press 
it to a division, when so many Gent. felt 
as he did, and as his Noble Friend felt, that 
this was not a time when the House of Com- 
mons should consult its own ease, nor be even 
too scrupulous in adhering to its own usages, 
when either might be at variance with its great 
public duty. On tke contrary, it was a time 
when the House of Commons should be unre- 
mitting in its labours, for the purpose of at- 
tending to the interests of the country: the 
House of Commons was the proper organ to? 
conveying information from the Executive Go- 
vernment to the people; it ought therefore to 
be on its post, and be vigilant; nor could he 
| help thinking, that a communication from the 
' Executive Government to Parliament was 2 
more constitutional source of information than 
'a placard on the Stock Exchange, upon the 
‘question of peace and war. He did not think 
‘it consistent with the duty of the House ot 
iCommons to put itself into a situation m 

which they would not have the means of Te- 
ceiving information from the Executive Go- 
| vernment and conveying it to the people, and 
! that for no better reason than that they chost 
to take a holyday on Saturday. 





The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER OO 
served, that the observaticns of the last speaker 
‘were fair, upon the supposition that a com- 
| munication might be made to the House [0- 
| morrow on the substance of the motion now 
| before the House; but on the regularity o 
|the motion he should appeal to the _— 
from which the Heuse would derive corr** 
knowledge upon the subject: he should ‘h 
ashamed to refer to his own knowledges a 
though his attention had for many yea! Tne 
directed to the subject. He appealed to th 
Chair, whether, unless an adjournment ve 
proposed to a day after the peers “se ad 
was expressed other than as he had s in . 
namely, * that this House do now ac} 5% ; a 
What he had said this night had not e aa : 
rectly repeated. He had said, that nS 
thoroughly convinced that no commu! = ie 
would be made to his Majesty, to re Abe 
Majesty to make a communication ‘com 
House to-morrow}; he thought that Majest¥ 
munication ought to come from as the 
to that House, watil it was known 


. a turns 
negotiation had taken a satisfactory “4 
po totally broken off—until wan wer 
| worth had arrived in this cou ry: 
+} 
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begged pardor, he knew he was irregular; 


he would go further, and say, he saw no pro- | 
i- to all probability, be able to state to the Hous¢ 


bability of being able to make any communi- 
cation whatever to the House to-morrow : that 
was his opinion; but if he thought there was 
a chance of that, he should think it incumbent 
en him to make a motion to adjourn to Mon- 
day next, because he could not reconcile it to 
what was due to the dignity of the House, or 
to the feelings of this country, that the House 
should sit on an unusual day, for the mere 
chance of a communication, The present 
motion was not formal or regular, and on 
which, therefore, no proceeding could be had. 


Mr. Grey said that the motion of the Noble 
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much to ask, that the House should sit to- 
morrow, when the Minister would, according 


that decisive result for which the House and 


‘the public had so long and so anxiously 


waited? Let the House remazk the difference 
of the situation now and that of last Friday. 


On last Friday the Minister told the Hous¢ 


Tord was in such a form, that the House could | 


not, consistently with its rules and with strict 


vropricty, adopt it; but after that motion was 
2s 


— - ee 


‘ 


ave to consider whether it ought, under the 
present extraordimary circumstances, to ad- 
journ to Monday, or to sit te-morrow. When 


‘ 


‘spesed of in point of form, the House would | 


1 cruons came from such authority as that of , 
the Rt. Hon. Gent. they came with great 
| 


weight: if he was convinced that no commu- 
nication could in fact be made from his Ma- 
jesty to the House to-morrow, he should ac- 
cede to the motion of adjournment to Mon- 
day; but when the Rt. Hon. Gent. expressed 
some doubts upon that matter, and as it might 
happen that the House might require some in- 
formation which the Rt. Hon. Gent. might 


think it improper for him to communicate, he | 


owned he had some doubts as to the propriety 
of adjourning even to Monday. He wished 
the House to recollect a little the situation in 
which it was: it was now a week since the 


the Minister said there was none. 


that no intelligence could arrive that night, an 
assertion falsified by the event ; for intelligence 


did arrive, and at the very same time when 
The Mini- 
ster had said to-night, he was glad the House 
did not sit on Saturday last; and he seemed 
to congratulate the House that it did not as- 
semble; and as a Minister he seemed to ex- 
press a great deal of desire to impress the 
House with an idea of mystery, and to create 


|alarm, for he had expressed much apprehen- 


sion from the consequences which might have 


followed if the House had sitten on Saturday. 


What these consequences might have been, 


' besides the public deriving information from 


the proper channel, he was unable to compre- 
hend. Now the House wastold, that inform- 


ation could not be given to-morrow; he 


hardly saw why not; he thought there was 
every probability that the messenger would 
arrive this night or to-morrow morning. Tow 
then could the House be said to be ina state in 
which an important communication might not 
be made to it to-morrow? ‘ No,’’ said the 
Minister—and why? ‘ Because, torsooth, my 
Lord Whitworth is not arrived in this coun- 
try.’ Now the House would recollect, the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. told them last Friday, that all 


‘the papers by which information was to be 


Rt. Hon. Gent. made an important and alarm- | 


ng communication, which disappointed the 


House of almost all hopes of an amicable ter- | 


mination to the negotiation. Since that, the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. stated to the Houre, that un- 
foreseen and unexpected circumstances had 
prevented Lord Whitworth from leaving Paris 
ou the Wednesday, yet that matters would in 
afew days come to a decisive issue, and that 
he expected information in a few days. Now 
he wished the House to consider its situation, 
and to examine into the propriety of adjourn- 
mg over to-morrow. He knew that on the 
day when the Rt. Hon. Gent. had stated that 


conveyed, were actually in the press. He 
should be glad to know, as Ministers were 
in possession of that decisive result which the 
Rt. Hon. Geut. talked of, why should not the 
anxiety of the House and of the public be re- 
lieved? he could not comprehend that the ar- 
rival of my Lord Whitworth could be essen- 
tial for that purpose. But the communication 
may be such as that his Majesty’s Ministers 


‘might not wish to lay too soon before the 


Lord Whitworth was expected to have left | 
‘he hoped was not hostile, but which would 
_ perhaps lead to hostility; but if that decisive 
result should be, what he hoped it would be, 


Paris, intelligence had arrived to certain Mem- 
bers of that liouse, that night while the House 
Was sitting ; he had received intelligence him- 
self that very night in the House, that Lord 
W hitworth had not left Paris, for the truth 
of which, if doubted, he could appeal to many 
of his friends about him. ¢ 


know how the Rt. Hon. Gent. could be sure 
that the decisive result, of which he had 
spoken, would not arrive here to-morrow? 
How could ‘he say that such decisive result 
inight not actually arrive this night before the 
House adjourned? Why, then, was it too 


Now he wished to | 


| 
| 
| 


House: to which he would answer, any in- 
formation was better than suspense; and all 
the arguments of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, if indeed that could be called argument 
which consisted only of assertion, stood on 
the supposition of an unforeseen result, which 


for our honour and satisfaction, he should not 
think the time of the House misspent in wait- 
ing for such result. But Saturday was an un- 
usual day for the House to sit. He would not 


‘go over that argument much at length, but 


he would observe, that it was-by no means 
uncommon for the House to sit on a Saturday, 
for the purpése of transacting very common 
and ordinary, and sometimes even private bu- 
siness. Upon these grounds he must say, that 
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he was not satisfied by what he had heard 
from the Minister, concerning the propriety of 
the House adjourning until Monday. ‘The 
Rt. Hon. Gent. said there was no probability 
of any information arriving to enable his Ma- 
jesty to make a communication to the House 
to-morrow, and that such communication 
could not be made until my Lord Whitworth 
arrived in this country: if this was the rule 
by which we were to judge, he saw no reason 
to conclude that we may not be in the same 
situation next Friday as we are at this mo- 
ment, 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcnEequer then 
referred to the Chair, on the sub‘ect of the 
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the question now before the House, he was 
still of opinion that it would be better that 
the House should sit to-morrow, but, for the 
reasons he should give, he was determined to 
give no vote upon the subject. After the vote 
he gave on Friday last, he found himself ina 
situation he did not expect; he had stated in 
the few observations which he had submitted 
to the House upon that occasion, that it was 
by no means his intention to prejudge the ge- 
neral question, but when he came to vote, he 
found himseif voting with Gentlemen who 
were generally considered as the systematic 
opposers of Government (Here there was a 
ery of “ Order’ )—he meant that they were 
always in the habit of opposing Ministers, and 


vegularity of the motion now befor: the House. | therefore he was sorry he had given that vote, 


The Sreaxer said, that before the debate 
proceeded any further, he rose to say, that in 
the form of the question proposed by the 
Noble Lord to be put to the House, he was 
not prepared to state to the House, from his 


as it might appear as if he had, to a certain 
degree, prejudged the question, 





Mr. Fox said he rose to say a few words in 
' consequence of some observations which had 
' fallen from the Hon. Gent. and which appeared 


own memory or reading, any one instance, | to him to be a little singular. ‘The Hon. Gent. 


except that of last Friday, of such a motion 
being offered to the House in such terms, and 
it did not appear to him to be consistent with 
the orders and forms of the proceedings of the 
louse. 


lamented that he had been induced to vote on 
Friday last, with those whom he characterized 
as the systematic opposers of Ministers; but 
as the Hon. Gent. had stated, that he had 
voted upon the merits of the question, he did 
not think that the vote be had given called for 





The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUER- Said | such strong marks of penitence. It the ey 
that the Hon. Member who had just sat down | Gent. felt such concern for once voting wit! 


had stated, and stated truly, that on Monday 
last he informed the House, that probably the 
discussion at Paris would be brought to a de- 
cisive result in the course of a few days, that 
of the following day, or Wednesday morning : 
it was perfectly true he had said so, and he 
was justified in expressing that conviction, but 
circumstances had occurred which did produce 
some delay, but which delay would be incon- 
siderable; what these circumstances were, he 
was sure the House would not ask him to dis- 
close, but it was on those circumstances of 
that delay, that he should desire the Noble 
Lord to withdraw his motion, and then move 
that of which he had this night given notice. 


The Noble Lord’s motion was then with- 
drawn, 


The Cuancertor of the ExcHEQuer 
moved, That the House should at its rising 
** adjourn to Monday next.’ 


Mr. Henry LAScELtes said he wished to 
say afew words, merely to defend his own 
consistency with reference to the vote which 
he gave on Friday last, and to the conduct he 
should adopt this night. When the question 
of adjournment was proposed on Friday last, 
he gave his vote upon the best judgment he 
could exergise upon the merits of the question, 
and he was still of opinion, that in giving the 
vote he did upen that occasion, he had acted 
consistently with his duty, With respect to 


the systematic opposers of Ministers, he might 
frequently be placed in an unfortunate situa- 
tion, because whenever these systematic op- 
posers happened to agree in opinion with him, 
he would be under the necessity of not voung 
for a question which hz approved, or he must 
vote in company he did not likes But how- 
ever unpleasant the Hon. Gent. s sine rye 
would be in that point of view, it would 1¥ 
still more so if he should happen to take a . 
milar dislike to the systematic supporters * 
Ministers, for then it would be extremely di r 
ficult for him to decide how he should vote. 
The Hon. Gent. had shewn much more penl> 
tence upon the occasion than in his oe hed 
required, because he had declared, that ie as 
voted according to the best of his juc pe’ 
upon the merits of the question. How ror 
a vote could be a subject of lamentation, “ 
could not immediately discover, ease 
always understood that to be the way In ¥ on 
Members of Parliament ought to vote yt 
every question. But the Hon. SOROS eT seas 
also to labour under some sy es Ohi the 
he might be supposed to have alae yore 
question; how the Hon. Gent. a o ome 
tain such an apprehension, he coul car’ ani 
gine, because there was not one iy ‘lise 
upon the question of peace or gi d. Ih 
cussion to which the Hon. Gent. ac ny the 
however, the Hon. Gent. had bul ry ratify 
question by his vote that day, it W “ erent 
his curiosity very highly, if nS d rejudged 
would tell him on which side he hae prs) 
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it. for without some farther information he 
was really unable to form a guess upon the 
subiect. Did the Hon. Gent. apprehend, that 
by voting with the systematic opposers of 
Ministers, who were generally considered as 
strong advocates for peace, he might be sup- 
posed to have prejudged the question in fa- 
vour of peace? If that was the cause of the 
Hon. Gent.’s alarm, he had only to look at 
some of the company with whom he voted 
that day, and his apprehensions would vanish. 
There were some Gentlemen who sat towards 
the lower end of the House, to whom, he be- 
lieved, the epithet of “ bloodhounds” had, 
in seme publication, been applied, who had 
voted with him on that occasion, and if they 
were at all culpable, it was not from any ex- 
traordinary anxiety which they had evinced 
for the maintenance of peace. He would not, 
however, investigate this subject any longer; 
he could only say, that he was utterly unable 
to conccive what was the ground of the Hon. 
Gent.’s repentance, or on which sice he had 
prejudged the question: with regard to him- 
seit, he shonid prove his consistency by voting 
in the same way that he had done upon a fer- 
mer occasion—The Rt. Hon, the Ch ncellor 
of the Exchequer had laid down a principle to 
which he could by no means accede, viz. that 
no communication could be made to the 


House till Lord Whitworth had arrived. It 


that was a regular principle always to be acted 
upon, he could not account for what had 
falien from the Rt. Hon. Gent. on Monday 
Jast. He then said that the discusstcis would 
be brourht to an issue on Tuesday or Wed- 
Resday, and that he would be enabled to make 
a communication in a few days, Meaning evi- 
cently in the course of the present week ; 
though supposing Lord Whitworth had left 
Paris on Wednesday morning, it was not pro- 
bable that he would reach London in the 
course of this week. It was therefore pretty 
evident that the Rt. Hon. Gent. was not quite 
60 much attached to this point of form on 
Monday last as he now appeared to be . The 
Rt. Hon. Gent. had said, that circumstances 
had arisen which led him to expect that the 


answer would not come so soon as he had ex- | 


pected, and which circumstances were in some 
degree the ground of his present-motion. He 
could not guess what those circamstances 
were, nor did he wish the Rt; Ion. Gent. 
to explain them if it was. improper; but cer- 
tainly if the points in discussion were to be 
decided on Friday, the intelligence might reach 
this country.to-night or to-morrow morning ; 
and certainly if there was any thing to com- 
hiunicate, the House ought to be at its post 
to receive it.. He did not mean to enter into 
the question of decorum, but it certainly was 
no unimportant matter that the House and the 
country should know its fate with regard to 
the question of peace or war as soon as pos- 
sible. It had been said that no communica- 


ton could be made respecting the rupture of | 


—_——— 
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the negotiation until Lord Whitworth arrived 
at Dover; but he begged the House to recol- 
lect, that there was another alternative: sup- 
pose the messenger should fortunately bring 
the intelligence that all the differences were 
settled, would it not be material that the 
House should receive a communication to- 
morrow, rather than on Monday? and cer- 
tainly it could not be doubted that that Mouse 
was the proper channel of communication be- 
tween the King and his subjects. He did not 
mean to throw any blame upon the Rt. Hon. 
Gent. but he could not help observing that he 
had been mistaken in his expectation three or 
four times; but as it arose from circumstances 
which he could not foresee, it certainly was 
not a ground upon which any blame could be 
attributed to him. With regard to the delay 
which had taken place in Lord Whitworth’s 
departure, he was of opinion that that Noble 
Lord had acted in a most judicious manner, 
in deviating from the instructions which it was 
generally supposed he had received, and he 


could not help hoping that it might tend toa 


| more favourable issue of the discussion. Upon 
; 7 





these grounds, he was of op!nion that the 
louse ought to mect to-morrow, though he 
should not take the sense oi the House upon it. 


Lord HAwKEsBuRY said he should adopt 
the sane line of conduct, and upon the same 
erounds, that he had upon Friday last, viz. 
that it was not usual to sit on Saturday, unless 
there was public business of great importance, 
or even private business, where the object was 
to have some pro¢eeding, or to take some 
step; but when it was proposed to sit with- 
out the possibility of any proceeding on the 
part of the House, he thought it more con- 
sistent with the dignity of the House that they 
should follow the usual course, and adjourn 
till Monday. His Rt. Hon. Friend had not 
stated that there was no probability of any 
communication to-morrow; he had only said, 
that there was no probability of a communi- 
cation from his Majesty: and he did not think 
it consistent with the digriity of the House, 
that they should depart from their usual mode 
of proceeding, merely in the expectation of 
receiving an oral communication, upon which 
no proceeding could be had. It was perfectly 
true, that since the declaration of his Rt. Hon. 
Friend on Monday last, a probability of delay 
had occurred, but he hoped it would not be a 
delay of many hours; it was owing to circum- 
stances which it was not necessary now to ex- 
plain. ‘The Hon. Gent. had stated, that there 
were two alternatives, and that the issue might 
be in favour of peace, which might be imme- 
diately communicated to the House. But even 
in that case, he was not aware how any official 
communication could be made to the House, 
because he believed, though he did not speak 
with perfect certainty, that it was not usual 
for his Majesty to communicate the result of 
any treaty that was concluded until it was 
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actually ready to be laid before the House. In 
the event, therefore, of a satisfactory arrange- 
ment, he did not see that it could Icad to an 
oficial communication to-morrow. Under 
these circumstances, he saw no possible bene- 
fit that could result from sitting to-morrow, 
thinking, as he did, that the mere chance of 
an oral communication was not a sufficient 


ground to justify the House in departing from | 
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from a regard to the recommendation con. 
tained in his Majesty’s speech, but that 4 
foundation might be laid for another measure 
of very great importance, of which he had 
given notice in the previous part of the ses- 
sion: he meant to allude to the extension of 
the system of bonding and warehousing, the 
beneficial effects of which had already been 
experienced, and which could not be reduced 
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to practice till the previous measure was 
adopted. As to the observations which the 
Hon. Member had made respecting the ton- 
disposed to think favourably of the present | nage duty, it was unnecessary for him to enter 
Ministers till he heard something to induce | into any detail. The Hon. Gent. having, un- 
him to change his opinion. He only wished | der the present situation of the country, agreed 
to ask them what evil could result from their | to withdraw his opposition, it was not parti- 
sitting to-morrow, and to beg them to consi- | cularly incumbent on him to attempt a formal 
der whether something might not occur that | justification of the policy or the expediency of 
might draw upon them the displeasure of the | the duty even during the continuance of peace. 
country and the House. The Hon. Member had thrown out a sugges- 
tion about the propriety of dividing the reso- 
lution respecting the continuance of this duty 
| from the other parts of the bill, founded on 
the schedule. This was not the stage of the 
business in which this suggestion could best 
be eee whatever observations he 0 
= . to offer on the subject would apply with muc 
Timedy, May 2}-—( See Minutes, 2.'824-) more effect on the second eaten ‘of the bill, 


[CONSOLIDATING customs. ]—-General | if the House should suffer the bill to be intro- 
-Gascoyne rose to make a few observations. | duced, or rather in the committee, when the 
He did not mean in any case to object to the | different articles to which the bill referred 
principle of the bill. It was to the tonnage | would come to be particularly considered. 
duty being made a permanent tax in time of | Gentlemen, by consenting to go into the com- 
peace that his objections principally applied. | mittee, did not pledge themselves to the ap- 
Under the existing circumstances of the coun- | probation of any specific parts of the schedule. 
try, and after the communication which was | All that they did was to admit the propriety 

resterday made to the House, it was not his ; of the principle of consolidation, reserving to 
mtention to oppose the continuance of the | themselves the full right of examining minutely 
tax. He could not help thinking, however, | the different parts of a bill by which this con- 
that into any bill to be formed on the basis of } solidation was to be effected, and proposing 
the schedule now before the House, it would any amendment which to them appeared the 


Mr. Martin (of Tewkesbury) said, he was | 


Dy. Lawrence said a few words, after 
which the motion was agreed to. 
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be highly expedient that the duty on tonnage 
should not be introduced. It would, in his 
opinion, be much better that this should be 
made the subject of a separate bill, and he 
should hereafter take an opportunity of follow- 
ing up this suggestion by a specific proposi- 
tion. There were several parts of the schedule 
on which he meant to deliver his sentiments ; 
and though ke should not oppose the present 
motion, he Legged it to be understood that 
he reserved to himself the right of combating 
their expediency on any future occasion. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUER ap- 
pealed to the House, whether he had ever dis- 
covered any thing like a disposition to prevent 
Members from having a full opportunity to 
consider the different articles which the sche- 
cule contained, It would also, he was sure, 
be admitted that he had never pressed the dis- 
cussion while the circumstances existed which 
rendered a fair discussion impossible. He felt, 
however, the necessity and the propriety of 
carrying through the measure with all possible 
expedition. ‘Lhis was necessary, not only 


| best calculated to promote the general object 
with the least possible inconvenience. 


General Gascoyne rose again, with the 
view of obtaining some information how far 
| there was any plan of applying a similar mca 
sure of consolidation to the duties of excises 
and other branches ‘of the public revenue. 


Se 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHrQuEr, i" 
reply, stated his resolution to apply the same 
measures to the branches of the revenue to 
which the Hon. Member alluded. He meant 
that the mcasure should be introduced betore 
the close of the session, but he would pot 
pledge himself to any particular period. 


After a few words of conversation between 
Mr. Dent and the Chancellor of the Ente 
which we could not overhear distinctly, ° 
House resolved itself into the committee. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQuyt : 
dressed the committee in a short spe ane 


| which he touched on several of the 





| 








nt agen tareses we 


Rat oda 


peter ewe 


1613] 


portant alterations which the schedule pro-| 
posed. Very considerable alterations were 
proposed to be introduced into the schedule 
as it now stood. As he had formerly stated 
to the House, there was intended to be in 
many articles a large addition of duty, and in 
others, a very considerable reduction. It was 
meant that the duties on wines in the port of 
London and the out-ports should be equalized, 
and that the duty should in every instance be 
similar. it was somewhat difficult to see what 
were the principles which had in the first in- 
stance given rise to the distinction of duties: 
whatever the principles of this distinction 
were, however, they did not exist at the pre- 
gent moment. It was usual that in the port 
of London the duty on each pipe of wine 
should be r/. ros. higher than in the cut-ports. 
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Whatever were the circumstances which sug- 
gested the propriety of this arrangement,,. the 
tituation of the country was now such as to 
render its continuance unnecessary. ‘The con- 
sumption of wine was now by much more ge- 
neral than at any former period, and the means 
of conveying it from the out-ports to the inte- 
tior of the country were much increased. ‘The 
propriety of equalizing the duties had there- 
fore given rise to the intended equalization. 
The book of rates, in stating the amount of 
the duties payable on skins and furs, was not 
founded on any regard to the real value of the 
articles. A change was to be introduced, which 
would remedy this inconvenience, and make 
teal value the standard of taxation. In the 
ie 1795, certain duties were imposed on the 
mportation of wood; these were to be con- 
tinued, with the exception of certain exemp- 
tions, in favour of timber for ship-building. 
The duties on the importation of chemical oils 
were intended to be increased. ‘This increase 
Was founded on a wish to give encouragement 
to the use which might be made of the pro- 
duce of the Spice Islands. Since our acquisi- 
tion of Ceylon, the quantity of spices which 
might be applied to the purpos: of obtaining 
¢ssential oils was so great, as powertully to 
suggest the propriety of granting this encou- 
fagement. On the importation of diamonds 
and precious stones, there was to be imposed 
a duty of five per cent. ad valorem. On many 
unenumerated articles of East India produce 
there was to be a reduction from 71 per cent. 
to 20 per cent.; and on articles imported from 
China the reduction was proposed to be from 
og to soper cent. The duties on East india 
calicoes were to be reduced from 125 to 50 
per cent. ad valorem. ‘The Rt. Hon. Gent. 
explained the proposed arrangements with a 
degree of minuteness into which we conceive 
it unnecessary to follow him, and therefore we 
only profess to give the general results. He 
alluded to an addition of two shillings to the 
existing duty of twenty shillings on East India 
sugar. When the increase of freight and other 
favourable circumstances were considered, he 
did not think that this was an increase to be 


fr6rg 


the ground of any fair objection. On all in+ 


digo imported, whether from the plantations 
or from the East Indies, there was to be a di- 
minution of the duty. To every department 
of the dyeing trade, this would operate as a 
very important accommodation. On cotton 
wool imported, the propesed duty was to be 
one penny per pousd. It had formerly been 
subject to a duty of three halfpence per pound ; 
and though be was sensible that there were 
objections to the duty being laid on the raw 
material instead of the manufactured article, 
yet, aftera full consideration of the subject, 
he was of opinion that the manner in which the 
duty was to be imposed, was one which ope- 
rated with the lightest pressure. At all events, 
whatever objections existed could be urged 
with much greater propriety when the bill 
was regularly before the House. On the sub- 
ject of the importation of Bandana handker- 
chiefs and silk lace, there was a strong neces- 
sity for putting a check to that system of smug- 
gling which was the ground of very general 
complaint. On bale silk it was proposed that 
there should be a duty of 20 per cent.; and on 
the article of Bandana handkerchiefs, of 25 
per cent. besides 2 per cent. on warchousing, 
which was conccived to be adequate to the 
protection of the fair trader, as far as that 
could be affected by positive duties. The du- 
ties on the importation of hemp from America 
and the East Indies were to be diminished. 
The difference with respect to the amount of 
the revenue would not be a consideration. Jt 
was thought proper, however, that encourage- 
ment should be held out to the importation of 
this_article, an article at all times of great im- 
portance, but particularly so under the cir- 
cumstancesin which this country was likely te 
be placed. On Italian wines it was proposed 
that the duty should be the same as the duty 
now payable on port wine. On linen yarn 
imported the duty was to be sixpence instead 
of one shilling per cwt.; but this was to be 
counteracted by a new additional duty on nar- 
row linen cloths. As to the duty on tonnage, 
after the declaration made by the Hon. Gent. 
he thought it unnecessary to take up the time 
of the committee by going into any minute 
statement of the reasons which would have m- 
duced him to propose its continuance, even as 
a permanent tax, during peace. He could 
not help stating, however, for his own satis- 
faction, and the satisfaction of the House, that 
the view which he had on a former occasion 
given of the flourishing state of the trade of 
the country was strictly consistent with truth. 


| The trade of the country had indeed, for the 


last fourteen or fifteen years, been cxperien- 
cing, whether in peace or in war, a gradwal 
and constant increase. He was happy to be 
able to assert with confidence, that, during 
the last year, the same increase had been ob- 
servable. In proof of this, he had only to call 
the attention of the committee to the number 





of British and foreign ships which had during 
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the last year cleared outwards and inwards, 
and at the same time advert to the amount of 
their tonnage. The increase in the oumber 
of British ships which had cleared outwards, 
was above the preceding year 3275, and the 
Increase of tonnage was 414,755. On the 
other hand, the decrease of foreign shipping 
was 1704; and the decrease ef tonnage 299,9143 
on the other hand, the increase of British, 
shipping which had cleared inwards was 2730, 
and the increase of tonnage 269,24°: the de- 
crease in the foreign shipping, clearing inwards, 
Was 3274, and the decrease of tonnage up- 
wards of 344,000. He did not wish to go into 
any further detail on this part of the subject, 
but thought it proper to put the committee 





in possession of these facts, in support of his | 
former statement. The Rt. Hon. Gent. after | 
a few more observations, concluded with a 


motion, the object of which was to obtain 
leave to bring in a bill to accomplish the objects 
stated in his speech. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, May 19.—( See Minutes, p. 814.) 


[NecotiaTion. ]—-Mr. Grey said, that 
in consequence of the refusal of the Rt. Hon. 
Gent. (the Chancellor of the Exchequer) to 


grant the information for which he had applied | 


yesterday, he now thought it his duty to 
bring forward a specific motion on the sub- 
ject; and he was not sorry for the delay, as 
from the short attention he was able to bestow 
on the papers relative to the late negotiation, 


which were yesterday laid before the House, 


he had discovered that there were many points 


in which the information they contained was | 


defective. It was, therciore, his intention, in 
order to remove those defects, and to furnish 
the House with that ample knowledge which 


was necessary towards the complete compre- | 


hension of the important question that was to 
be discussed on Monday, to combine with the 
motion of which he had given notice yester- 
day, a number of other motions, in stating 
and commenting on which, it was by no means 
his wish to say any thing that might go to pre- 
judge the subject of Monday’s debate. He 
observed, that it was a very striking fact, that 
though in his Majesty’s Declaration it was al- 
leged that violence had been committed by the 
French upon the shipping and property of 
British subjects, yet it did not appear in the 
course of the papers yesterday presented, that 
any redress or satisfaction had been obtained 
on this point from the French government, 
nor indeed were the particular cases of vio- 
lence at all described. This was one of the 
points on which he meant to make a motion, 
for if such violence had actually taken place, 
it was alone a just ground of war: it was so 
held by that House in the case of Nootka 
Sound. The first motion, therefore, he should 
make would be, that there should be laid he- | 
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fore the House, an account of any acts of vio. 
lence which had been committed by the French 
on any British vessels, or other property, fiom 
May 1802, to the ist of March last; with 
| co) eS Of any representations that might have 
oecn made on the subject to the French T0- 
vernment, together with the answers thercto. 
The other motions he proposed to submit to 
| the House referred to the conduct of the seve- 
ral persons dispatciied by France to the dif 
| ferent ports of this country and Ireland, under 
the name of commercial commissioners, and 
_ the proceedings of our Government thereon: 
| the continuance of the French troops in Hol- 
land; the answers, if any obtained, to the re- 
monstrances contained in the account of the 
negotiations relative to Switzerland; the dif- 
ferent orders given with regard to the Cape of 
Good Hope since the treaty of Amiens; the 
remarks made by our Ministers upon some 
expressions in the declagation of the state of 
France, some time since published by the 
French government, with the replies thereto. 
He also wished that the House should be in- 
formed whether it was the fact, as generally 
understood, that Louisiana had been very 
lately ceded to America. This was material, 
as it made the relative situation of this country 
with France much more favourable to us, and 
was not less in a political than a commercial 
view of advantage to this country. There 
were other articles of information which he 
| felt to be highly necessary previous to the dis- 
cussion of Monday, and he was happy to hear 
that an Hon. Member had given notice of mo- 
tions for to-morrow respecting them. The 
Hon. Member now came to the motion of 
| which he had given notice yesterday, with re- 
spect to the substance of the intelligence com- 
municated to Government as to the armaments 
in the ports of France and Holland, which 
were alluded to in his Majesty’s message to 
Parliament in the month of March last. The 
truth of this statement it was desirable to as- 
certain, and ke worded the motion so that it 
' could not be liable to the common objection 
| of an unwillingness to disclose private sources 
of information, as no names were called for. 
Upon this point there was not one tittle of 1- 
| formation in the papers yesterday presented, 
| except the absolute denial of that assertion by 
the French government, and the statement 
that they had at that time but two frigates on 
the coast of Holland, and three corvettes 1m 
the port of Dunkirk: such was the descrip 
tion of their considerable naval armament, 
which was made the ground of aa alarming 
message to Parliament. Here the Hon. Mem- 
ber took occasion to allude to the observations 
made of late as to the situation of our mr) 
andl as the friend of the First Lord of the Ad- 
iralty dmired, he desired 
miralty, whom he much ad ’ are 
an investigation of the subject: he was he 
that Noble Lord was ready to meet it, cn the 
was fully certain that he would discial Gents 
petty subterfuge taken by the Rt. Hom. 
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en the Treasury Bench, as to the number of 
ships which were to be prepared at a short 
time after the commencement of war. If that 
Noble Lord promised fifty sail of the line, he 
surely could not be supposed to mean fifty 
hulks? However, he had no difficulty in say- 
ing, notwithstanding his regard for the general 
character of the Noble President of the Admi- 
ralty, that if we had not at present in the East 
and West Indies, and in the Mediterranean, 
fleets more than sufficient to encounter any 
force which can be brought against us, that 
Noble Lord would deserve the severest pu- 
nishment the country could inflict. If so, and 
that our fleets were equally strong at home, 
and he had little doubt of the fact, we had no- 
thing to apprehend from a military force 
which had nota fleet to convey it to any quar- 
ter where it might annoy us. After a short 
review of the several motions which he meant 
to submit to the House, remarking on the pri- 
vate instructions said to have been sent to Citi- 
zen Foubert, the French commercial commis- 
sioner in Dublin, directing him to take the 
soundings of that harbour, and upon other 
parts; the account of the negotiation, where 
no satisfactory explanation seemed to have 
been given by the French government, and 
where several instances of aggression occurred, 
any one of which, quite insulated, and uncon- 
nected with other proofs of a hostile mind, 
would have formed a legitimate ground for 
war, the Hon. Member reverted to the sub- 
ject of the alleged armaments in the French 
and Dutch ports in March last. He quoted 
the precedents of motions similar to that he 
now proposed, which had occurred during 
the war of 1756, and also one in the year 
1782, from the words of which he copied his 
motion. 


The first motion being put, 

Lord Hawkesspury wished the House to 
be particularly impressed with the idea that 
the conduct of Ministers in the course of the 
negotiation was not actuated so much by a 
view of the facts alluded to by the Hon. Gent. 
who had just sat down, or indeed by any 
single insulated act. They rested their justi- 
fication on the production of a body of evi- 
dence, tending irresistibly to prove the exist- 
ence of a hostile mind on the part of France. 
This he was desirous to mention, without 
meaning to prejudge the question for discus- 
sion on Monday. The Noble Lord then went 
over and replied to the several points touched 
on by the Hon. Gent. who spoke last. As to 
that which formed the subject of the motion 
now before the House, he explained how it 
was alluded to in his Majesty’s Declaration, 
and contended that it was quite misunderstood 
by the Hon. Gent.; for he appeared not to 
have made a just distinction between the not 
giving a proper satisfaction, and the absolute 
refusal to dso. Had the latter been the case 


iM any instance, particularly with respect to 
Vou. II, 
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the security of our shipping; had such a refu- 
sal been made, either in the conversations of 
the First Consul with our Ambassador, or in 
any official communication, most, undoubtedly 
Ministers would have been bound to consider 
it as a ground for war; but no such thing had 
ever happened until the final conclusion of the 
negotiation. ‘To the Hon. Gent.’s first motion 
he should not object; but as to that which re- 
lated to the commercial agents of France in 
this country, he observed, that the Hon. Gent. 
had taken an exaggerated view of that subject. 
It was perfectly true that many such persons 
were sent into this country, but as they ap- 
peared in a capacity in which they could not 
be recognised, no commercial treaty being in 
existence between this country and France, he 
had no difficulty in saying that very few of 
them were suffered to go tothe places of their 
destination ; and upon suspicions arising as to 
the objects of their mission, representations 
were made to the French government, and 
several of them were recalled. As to the de- 
claration of the First Consul upon the state of 
France, which formed the third of the Hon. 
Member’s motions, he would say, that though 
that paper presented a strong manifestation of 
a hostile mind in the French government, yet it 
was thought more consonant with the usual 
course of diplomatic transactions, to notice it 
only by directing our Ambassador to refer to it 
upon any allusion being made in his inter- 
course with that government to the publica- 
tion in England. Switzerland was the fourth 
point touched on by the Hon. Gent. In an- 
swer to the note verbale which his Majesty’s 
Ministers had thought proper to present to the 
French government on that subject, they cer- 
tainly did not receive a communication of the 
same kind with that given to Bavaria and 
other powers; but they were shewn by M. 
Otto an ostensible dispatch, in which was a 
solemn assurance that the First Consul did 
not mean to invade the independence of Swit- 
zerland. How far that assurance had been 
observed, it was open to the House and to 
Europe to judge; but as to the dispatch itself, 
it was a copy of that which appeared about 
the same time in the Moniteur and other 
newspapers, under the title of a proclamation. 
To the Hon. Gent.’s motion respecting the 
Cape of Good Hope he had no objection, nor 
to that either which regarded the cession of 
Louisiana to America; for there was a docu- 
ment forthcoming on that transaction which 
had lately been presented to his Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters by the American ambassador, and 
which confirmed that important fact—a fact 
which, though it took place subsequent -to, 
the close of the negotiation, was yet consider- 
ably promoted by our conduct during its pro- 
gress. As to the motion respecting the Prench 
troops in Holland, he had to inform the Hon. 
Gent. that no such representations had ever 
been made to the French government as the 
Hon. Gent. seemed a To the last 
ir 
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motion of the Hon. Gent. relative to the intel- | then followed up the arguments urged by his 


ligence received of the armaments referred to | Hon. Friend (Mr. 


Grey); he insisted that if 


in his Majesty’s message in March last, he felt | offensive expressions had been made use of by 


it his duty strongly to object, because he did | 
not see any good that could result from the | 


motion, nor any necessity that called for it, 
though he was aware of the evils which would 


ation; and those evils were very manifest, even 
from one of the precedents cited by the Hon. 
Gent.; for the inconveniencies which arose 
from cases alluded to in 1754, were not to be 
forgotten. ‘The acquiescence of Parliament in 
that motion served to break up a channel of 
private communication which was of the ut- 
most importance to this country, and which 
had subsisted for years. Against such conse- 
quences the House should be particularly 
guarded, and before such a danger were even 
risked, a very strong case indeed should 
be made out. He did not think the grounds 
stated by the Hon. Gent. to be at all of that 
description, and therefore his motion could 
not be acceded to. It was not upon the arma- 





the First Consul in his communication to the 
Legislative Body, Ministers had failed in their 
duty at the time in not calling for an explana- 


| tion of those expressions. Ministers had also 
result from such a disclosure of secret inform- 


laid much stress on the mission of the com- 
mercial agents into the more considerable sea- 
port towns of the empire, and on the views 
and projects which they were commissioned to 
prosecute. But the Noble Lord confessed 
that this cause of complaint had been done 
away ; for, on a representation of it to General 
Andreossi, those agents who had already ar- 
rived were sent away, and the arrival of those 
who were preparing to come over was sus- 


| pended: this, in his mind, was a satisfactory 


explanation upon that point. As to the case 


|of Switzerland, the note wverbale upon that 


point was communicated both to the Ministers 


_of our government and to those of the other 


governments of Europe. But there was ano- 


_ther point upon which the House must un- 


ments in the ports of France and Holland that | doubtedly be anxious to obtain some informa- 


his Majesty’s Ministers meant to rely for the 
vindication of the message referred to by the 
Hon. Gent. but upon the whole tenour of the 


conduct which distinguished the French go- | 


vernment, and which was sufficiently exposed 
in the papers presented yesterday. It was upon 
a series of circumstances tending to demon- 
strate a hostile purpose, which convinced Mi- 
nisters of the necessity for active preparation ; 
for he begged to call to the minds of the House 
that his Majesty’s Ministers were not the first 
to arm; the First Consul preceded them, and 
he prepared his troops with a view to those 
hostile objects which are ailuded to in his con- 
versation with our Ambassadcr, and also in his 
declaration addressed to the Legislative Body, 
which took place before the delivery of his Ma- 
jesty’s message. He would ask whether, under 
such circumstances, Ministers would not have 
been highly culpable if they had neglected to 
eet the country in a proper state of defence 

y calling out the militia, &c.; and he would 
also ask, whether such steps of precaution 
could have been consistently taken; whether 
the militia could have been called out, without 
a communication from his Majesty to Parlia- 
ment? Such were the motives which dictated 
the communication of the 8th of March last; 
and to a combined view of all the existing 
circumstances, he trusted with confidence for 
the proof of its necessity, and for the justifica- 
tion of Ministers. 


Mr. WHITBREAD was sensible that the 
House must feel themselves much indebted to 
his Hon. Friend for the motions he had this 
day brought forward, as they must afford the 
House an opportunity of obtaining more ample 
and satisfactory information respecting the 
great question which was so soon to come 


under their consideration, The Hon. Gent. 





tion. The point he alluded to was, what com- 
munications, if any, had taken place since the 
departure of Lord Whitworth from Paris, be- 
tween Mr. Talbot and the French government. 
In the present state of the country, surely no 
information could be more material or more 
requisite for the House to be in possession of 
before they came to any decision on the great 
question. Now as to the more immediate ob- 
ject of his Hon. Friend’s motion, viz. the ob- 


_ taining information respecting the armaments, 


their extent, destination, &c. &c. said to be 
carrying on in the ports of France and Hol- 
land, he was at a loss to discover what danger 
could be apprehended from granting such in- 
formation as was called for, especially in the 
shape in which it was moved for by his Hon. 
Friend. His Hon. Friend called only for the 
substance of that information; but it was ob- 
jected to on the ground of its being dangerous 
to cut off the sources of such intelligence. But 
the House would, no doubt, recollect the dif- 
ference in such cases between a time of war 
and a time of peace. In time of war it might 
be difficult to obtain information, and _ 
gerous even to communicate the substance © 
it; but in time of peace, as was stated by the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. (the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer), in time of profound peace, when muon 
was open to every Englishman to visit W 2 
parts of France he thought proper, to janpes 
the ports of Boulogne, Dunkirk, Cherbourg)» 
&c. &c. how could any objection be ow po 
granting the substance of any information, 
might be communicated at such a perice: om 
indeed if any danger was to arise to the _ 
sons who-made the communication wt e 
substance of the information being laid on 
the House, would they not be exposed 
danger from the very fact of that inform 


being alluded to in his Majesty’s message? Ds 
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sides, Ministers, by the message they brought | fluous for him to travel over the same ground. . 


down from his Majesty, intimated a near and 
great alarm; and by sounding this alarm they 
shut the mouth .of the House, and called on 
Parliament to leave their conduct, under such 
circumstances, free and unembarrassed. ‘They 
represented the preparations in the ports of 
France and Holland as not intended for colo- 
nial purposes; and that during a negotiation 
it was proper to take every precaution against 
their being intended for any hostile project. 
They might have in view an invasion of this 
country. But in the whole course of the ne- 
gotiation, and on the face of the papers laid 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.—[Mary 19.] 





[162 


As to the question put by the Hon. Gent. 
whether Mr. Talbot had not had further com- 
munication with the French government after 
Lord Whitworth had quitted Paris, he had 
only to say, that no further attempt had been 
made to carry on the negotiation after the de- 
parture of his Lordship, and that Mr. Talbot 
was only employed to wait on M. Talleyrand, 
while Lord Whitworth was still at Paris; nc- 
thing had been done subsequent to his leaving 
that city. When the whole of this important 
matter came to be more fully and minutely 
discussed, whatever might be the opinion of 


before the House, there was not a single word | the House on its ultimate result, he was con- 


to prove a meditation of such designs. 


It was fident that on one point they would be unani- 


a mere assertion on the part of Ministers, and | mous, viz. that Ministers never betrayed any 
that assertion was flatiy denied by the French | wish to conceal their conduct, but, on the 


government. But Ministers say they are re- 
sponsible; if so, let them not shrink from 
granting the information called for, and let 
the House go into an examination of their 
conduct on Monday, with all the evidence 
before them which can possibly be adduced to 
explain and clear up their conduct. 


Lord CAsTLEREAGH contended that the 
very aspect of the armaments carrying on in 
the ports of France and Holland rendered it a 
duty in Ministers to bring down a message of 
the nature of that which had been delivered 
to the House in the month of March. At first 
it was notorious that a great expedition was 
preparing in the ports of Holland for Loui- 
siana. The message did not assert that this 
expedition was intended to act hostilely against 
this country; it merely stated the fact, that 
such an armament existed pending a negotia- 
tion; and that combined with the subsisting 
Negotiation, it was the duty of Ministers to 
make a communication of it to the House. 
Nor was it only the armament of Helvoetsluys 
that Government had to attend to; if due at- 
tention was paid to what was observed by the 
First Consul himself, it was evident that ap- 
prehensions might also be rationally entertained 
of the armaments fitted out at Toulon and 
other of the southern ports of France, said to 
be intended for St. Domingo, but which af- 
forded the facility of invading Egypt, if such 
had been the First Consul’s wish and design. 
Were not these, then, just subjects of alarm ? 
To these armaments might be added another 
fitted out at Brest for the East Indies, all of 
which, when combined together, afforded am- 
ple room for precaution and for well-ground- 
ed apprehension; and unless a message was 
brought down to Parliament expressive of these 
apprehensions, how could the militia have been 
called out either in this country or in Ireland, 
im which latter part of the United Empire 
such serious alarms were to be apprehended ? 
It was therefore, no doubt, the duty of Mini- 
asters to provide for every exigency. But on 
all these points his Noble Friend has enlarged 
with so much perspicuity, that it was super- 








contrary, were anxious to submit it to the 
severest parliamentary ordeal. 


Mr. WItnDHAM supported the motion of 
the Hon. Gent. who introduced the discussion, 
with his usual force and energy. He conceived, 
that one important point of information had 
been already gained by the discussion, and 
that was, the declaration of Ministers that no 
information had been communicated. A good 
deal of argument had been employed respect- 
ing those persons whom, under the character 
of commercial commissioners, the French goe 
vernment had chosen to send into this coun- 
try. It was not enough that remonstrances 
had been employed by Ministers, and that in 
eonsequence of these remonstrances they were 
forced to withdraw. The House had a right 
to know on what grounds they were in the 
first instance received into the country; for 
after they were admitted, it was no sufficient 
cure for the evils which their appearance might 
have created, that they should be dismissed 
from the kingdom. It was a matter of very 
serious consideration, that in time of peace a 
set of men had appeared in this country pos- 
sessed of no definite character, but under the 
pfetence of acting as commercial agents in the 
absence of any treaty of commerce, acting as 
spies, and employing themselves in collecting 
information hereafter to be employed in faci- 
litating any plans of national annoyance. The 
House were entitled to know whether this had 
ever been a ground of remonstrance. on the 
part of Ministers, and in what manner these 
remonstrances had been received by the French 
government. But passing from this point, the 
Hon. Member adverted particularly to the 
subject of the armaments, as described in his 
Majesty’s message delivered in March. When 
peace or war was to be founded on these ar- 
maments, it was no matter of light considera- 
tion. It had been said by a Noble Lord (Lord 
Castlereagh), that armaments were nothing, 
independent of circumstances. With this opi- 
nion he perfectly coincided. But it was not 
to be forgotten, that in circumstances there 
was nothing of peculiar alarm, independent 
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of armaments. The great question to be con- 
sidered was, whether the armaments were such 
as might in all cases be expected to exist, ex- 
tended as the military force of France now 
was; or whether they were armaments which 
might be pointed to any specific object, or 
made the ground of any peculiar alarm? The 
Hon. Gent. with great acuteness illustrated 
his argument on this point: he saw no reason- 
able objection against the motion for ascer- 
taining on what grounds Ministers had stated 
the existence of the military preparations in 
the ports of Holland and France. The man- 
ner in which the motion was made for the pro- 
duction of this information, met his entire 
approbation. As nothing more than the sub- 
stance of the information in the possession of 
Ministers was required, he saw no solid rea- 
son for refusing to accede to the motion. It 
was absurd to urge any reasons drawn from a 
wish of concealing the sources of this inform- 
ation. In a time of peace, when there was 
a constant succession of travellers from all the 
different parts of France and Holland, an af- 
fectation of mysterious means of information 
was ridiculous. Whatever was necessary to 
be known might be disclosed to the House 
without any danger. Ministers had, for a 
very long period, enveloped the whole of their 
proceedings in impenetrable mystery. They 
at length condescended to lay some docu- 
ments before the House; but no sooner did 
any Member advert to a blank in these docu- 
ments, than they took shelter under the same 
system of mysterious responsibility. After 
the House and the country had been so long 
famished for want of knowledge of the pro- 
ceedings of Ministers, complaint was very na- 
tural when it was attempted to satisfy them 
by supplies of information furnished in so 
scanty and unsatisfactory a manner, After 
urging some strong considerations in reply to 
the last speaker, Mr. Windham sat down, with 
giving his hearty support to the motion. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHequer dis- 
claimed, on the part of Ministers, every wish 
to conceal any part of their proceedings. It 
was from a wish to have their whole conduct 
fully and fainly considered, that they had not 
limited the papers to the particular points in- 
cluded in the late negotiation, but had referred 
to all the intercourse betwixt the two govern- 
ments since the definitive treaty. The Rt. 
Hon. Gent. in the course of his observations, 
went over the grounds insisted on by two 
Noble: Lords who preceded him in the debate. 
He illustrated and confirmed their statements: 
he endeavoured to shew that the expressions 
of his Majesty’s message relative to the arma- 
ments in the ports of France and Holland, 
were strictly justified by circumstances; and 
that if Ministers had acted in any other way 
than that which they had pursued, they could 
not have acted consistently with the honour of 


‘their country. In corroboration of his state- 
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ments, he on several occasions referred to the 
correspondence betwixt the two governments. 
The information required on this subject could 
answer no useful end. If it was too general, 
it could not be applicable to the purpose which 
was iutended. - If, on the other hand, it was 
too particular, it might disclose sources of in- 
formation which it was important to conceal. 
He descanted on all the topics touched on by 
former speakers at some length, and concluded 
by declaring, that whatever reasonable degree 
of information was required, should not will- 
ingly be withheld. 


a _—_—_—_————————— 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Friday, May 20.—( See Minutes, p. 815.) 


[ NeEGoTIATION. ]|—Lord BorinGpon be- 
gan by stating, that from the very candid man- 
ner in which his Noble Friend, the Secretary 
of State, had declared his wish to furnish the 
House with any information that could be 
deemed necessary to the full comprehension 
of the subject which stood for discussion on 
Monday next, he had no doubt that the mo- 
tions he. was about to submit to the House 
would be acceded to, if Ministers thought it 
consistent with their duty to grant the informa- 
tion which these motions sought for ; and if 
they did not think so, he confessed that he 
would feel very unwilling to press them. He 
stated, that the motions he meant to propose 
would comprehend the attacks alleged to have 
been made on British shipping, from the sig- 
nature of the treaty of Amiens up to the 8th 
of March last, with the proceedings of Mi- 
nisters thereon, and the consequences; also 
an account of the correspondence which took 
place upon the arrest and interrogation of 
Capt. D’Auvergne ; and as he understood that 
a projet had been presented by Lord Whit- 
work to the French Minister, immediately 
previous to his departure from Paris, demand- 
ing the possession of Malta in perpetuity, and 
directing the contre-projet, if any should be 
delivered, to be given to hjs secretary, who 
would remain behind him to receive it, he 
wished to know whether any such contre-projet 
had been received by Ministers; and if it had 
been received, he thought it would be highly 
proper that it should be laid before the House, 
as certainly the last step in any negotiation was 
the most essentially necessary, In gee 
enable men to form a correct judgment, wit 
respect either to the policy or necessity © 
breaking off that negotiation, 


Lord Peruam expressed his readiness 
to concur in the first motion § but with ~* 
spect to the arrest of Capt. D’Auvergne, . 
confessed he was-unable to form any dec! 
opinion, until he should have examin 
papers concerning it: he however as 
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Noble Lord that he should come down on 
Monday fully prepared to give the House a 
satisfactory answer upon that subject. With 
regard to the third point alluded to by the 
Noble Lord, he had to state that no such 
contre-projet as that described had ever been 
received. It was, however, a fact, that com- 
munications had been had from France since 
the departure of Lord Whitworth from Paris; 
but they were of a secret unofficial kind, and 
he cautioned the House against entertaining 
any hope that they were of such a nature as 
could at all lead to form the basis of a nego- 
tiation. They were not indeed by any means 
entertaized; and as they could not tend to any 
proceeding, they were not, of course, such 
documents as it would be proper to lay before 
their Lordships. 


Earl STANHOPE Said, he was happy that the 
Noble Secretary of State had agreed to the 
proposition relative to the outrages said to 
have been committed on our shipping; but 
he objected to the Noble Secretary’s purpose 
to postpone the information applied for as to 
Capt. D’Auvergne, to Monday next; for 
surely it would then be too late to communi- 
cate information so immediately connected 
with a subject which was fixed for discussion 
on that day. He conceived that the Noble 
Secretary should either adhere to what he 
could now state on that point, or he should 
propose the adjournment of the discussion, 
which stood for Monday, to some future day, 
in order to give farther time for consideration. 


Lord Borincpon said, that he felt so 
forcibly the propriety of the reasons stated by 
his Noble Friend, with regard to the two other 
motions he had intended to submit to the 
House, that he certainly should not persist in 
proposing them. 


_Earl Firzwititam, after some observa- 
tions on the defects which appeared to him in 
the information afforded by the papers pre- 
sented to the House on Wednesday last, stated 
several motions which he wished to propose 
for obtaining farther information. ‘Those mo- 
tions he described: they were precisely the same 
as those moved for the preceding day in the 
other House of Parliament, with the addition 
of two motions relative to the interference of 
France in the Ionian republic, and the con- 
duct of Ministers by written representation, 
or otherwise, in consequence thereof; and 
also the representations, if any, which Mi- 
msters may have made agzinst the spirit of 
aggrandizement which France had manifested 
on the continent, together with the replies 
thereto, 


The Noble Earl's first motion as to the con- 
duct of his Majesty’s Ministers respecting the 
Persous sent into this country by France, un- 
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der the denomination of commercial agents, 
being put, 


Lord Pet.HAmM rose, and recited the several 
motions which the Noble Earl had announced 
his intention to bring forward, commenting 
on each. Upon those which we have al- 
ready referred to, as forming the subject of 
debate the preceding day in the other House, 
he gave the same explanation as that delivered 
by his Noble Colleague (Lord Hawkesbury); 
but as to the conduct of Ministers upon the 
interposition of France in the affairs of the 
fonian republic, he referred the Noble Eart 
to the Appendix to the Report of the Nego- 
tiation already before the House; and as to 
the representations made respecting the spirit 
of aggrandizement manifested by France on 
the continent, he held in his hand a paper, 
which he was directed by his Majesty,to lay 
before the House, and which he supposed 
would supersede the necessity of the Noble 
Earl’s motion: it was the copy of a letter 
addressed by Lord Hawkesbury to Lord Whit- 
worth, immediately on his leaving this coun- 
try, directing him to watch with peculiar care 
any spirit of aggrandizement which might be 
manifested by the French government after his 
arrival in France, and to take proper notice 
of any evidence of that spirit which might 
have occurred since the treaty of Amiens. As 
to the Noble Earl’s proposition for an acconnt 
of the nature of the intelligence upon which 
the assertion in his Majesty’s message of 
March last, respecting the French and Dutch 
armaments, was founded, it was unnecessary to 
the question fixed for consideration on Moi- 
day, and impolitic to grant—unnecessary, be- 
cause it was matter of notoriety, that there 
was at the time quite enough of armaments 
then preparing to warrant the assertion in his 
Majesty’s message: for there were then nearly 
in readiness, French armaments for the East 
Indies, Louisiana, and St. Domingo, which, 
though ostensibly intended for legitimate 
objects, might, in the then state of discussions 
subsisting between the two governments, be 
converted te very hostile purposes: of this it 
was reasonable to entertain apprehension. 
The intelligence sought for, however, upon 
this subject, it would be impolitic to grant, 
because it would be to endanger the loss of an 
important source of private information. 


Earl Cartiste admitted the importance 
and necessity of the information being ob- 
tained, which the Noble Earl’s motions sought 
for; and so convinced was he of that neces- 
sity, that he intended to submit motions of 
precisely the same nature to the House at a 
future day, but he conceived them quite un- 
necessary towards enabling their Lordships to 
decide upon the subject fixed for consideration 
on Monday next; from which it was highly 
desirable to exclude all matter not strictly re- 
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Jevant, lest it should tend to prevent that una- 
nimity—[ A ery of Hear! hear !)}—which he 
hoped and trusted would prevail on that oc- 
casion. ‘That nothing collateral should be in- 
troduced was his wish; but, no doubt, when 
the conduct of Ministers came to be examined 
—when the question should be discussed, 
whether they had acted so as to maintain the 
dignity and secure the interests of the country, 
then indeed the information which the Noble 
Lord had now in view would be material. 
With respect to the armaments alluded to in 
his Majesty’s message of March last, he would 
say, that if Ministers had meant merely the 
armaments referred to by the Secretary of 
State in the course of this debate, the grounds 
of that alarming message, and of calling out the 
militia, such a conduct was so culpable, that 
they ought to have accompanied it bya proposal 
for a bill of indemnity. This, however, with 
other circumstances of their administration, 
would be hereafter brought before the House ; 
but in the present instance he deprecated any 
thing that could lead to discussion, or to damp 
that zeal upon which his Majesty, in his gra- 
cious Declaration, expressed his reliance for 
upholding the honour and dignity of his Crown, 
and for asserting and maintaining the rights 
and interests of his people. 


Lord Hosart said, that he felt the utmost 
pleasure in the declaration which the Noble 
L:wd had just made, respecting the unanimity 
which was so very desirable in the discussion 
of Monday next, and he hoped that Parlia- 
ment and the people would ever feel a com- 
mon interest in the maintenance of a public 
cause, particularly one of a nature so import- 
ant as that which was appointed for considera- 
tion on Monday. With regard to the threat- 
ened inquiry into the conduct of Ministers, 
he would observe, that whenever the day of 
investigation should come, he could assure the 
Noble Lord that they were perfectly ready and 
willing to meet it. He was not so confident 
as to say, that their conduct was without any 
faults; but under all the difficulties of their 
situation (and difficulties perhaps unprece- 
dented in our history they had to encounter), 
he was quite certain that they would be found 
to have been uniformly actuated by the best 
intentions towards the honour of their Sove- 
reign and the safety of their country. 


Earl FitzwitL1AM expressed himself satis- 
fied with the explanation of the Noble Lord 
(Pelham) as to the conduct of Ministers to- 
wards the soi-disant commercial commission- 
ers, and said he should, with the consent of 
the House, propose to withdraw his motion. 
As to the increased armaments of France, he 
took occasion to observe, that, though so 
much talked of, they were incapable of injur- 
ing us, unless the statement.as to the prac- 
ticability of conveying an army under the sea 
to invade this country, was to be attended to. 
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Of this, however, he had no apprehens; 
(A laughjn ited? 


The motion being withdrawn, and a motion 
as to the representations made by Ministers 
respecting the French troops in Holland, being 
proposed and read, 


Earl STANHOPE rose to disclaim having ever 
stated any thing which could warrant the in- 
ference drawn by the Noble Earl who had 
spoken last. The idea was quite absurd. 
What he said on a former occasion referred 
solely to the celebrated project of Fulton, the 
American, and which, to save his own life, he 
was obliged to communicate to the French 
government. ‘The intelligence of this fact he 
had from seven different sources; and in order 
to save the lives of his fellow-men, and to 
save the fleet of his country, he thought it 
his duty to mention the scheme in that House, 
as Ministers had made no endeavour to inquire 
into it; though he could assure the House 
there were many scientific and professional 
men who were of opinion that this plan was 
practicable ; and there were three Noble Lords 
in that House, among the friends of Ministers, 
who offered to investigate the plan, if called 
upon by them. It was properly a subject for 
private consideration ; but if Ministers did not 
think proper to seck for knowledge in this 
way, he would certainly bring the business be- 
fore the House and the public. 


Lord BortnGpon rose to order, and begged 
that the Noble Lord might speak to the ques- 
tion before the House. 


Lord STANHOPE aseerted, that he knew the 
orders of the House at least as well as the 
Noble Lord, but he was aware of the Noble 
Lord’s reasons for interrupting him—he was 
unwilling to go into the investigation.—/ A 
laugh.) 


Earl Spencer, after expressing his — 
ingness to take up the time of the House ~d 
adverting to the subject of the Noble Lore § 
observations who had just sat down, declare 
that he cordially concurred in the oop aye 
of his Noble Friend (Lord Carlisle) as to ¢ 
propriety of avoiding any topic that ~ : 
produce the least dissension in the vo oad 
Monday next—a vote which must so wo 
rially concern the best. interests of the _ 
He therefore confidently trusted ave on 
mity would prevail; and, in his jue em ’ 
there were more than sufficient groun i as 
papers already before the House, to é: yu 
that confidence; to induce their Lords es 
accede to the propriety of adopting a 
to vindicate the insulted consequence Ann 
country. No further information appear aif 
cessary upon that head; but the eet Mic 
ferent witb,respect to the system Wi, 
nisters had pursued. He wished, 0 
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that those two great questions should be kept 
quite distinct, namely, the one as to the deli- 
beration and judgment of the House upon the 
cause of the country, with respect to France; 
and the other as to the cause of the country, 
with respect to Ministers. ‘These were topics 
which he thought ought to be quite distinctly 
considered; and the motions of the Noble 
Earl on the floor seemed to him more pro- 
perly to belong to the latter question, than to 
that which stood for discussion on Monday. 


Lord PELHAM agreed with the Noble Earl 
who had just sat down, as to the propriety of 
separating the two questions to which he had 
alluded ; and, with respect to the Noble Earl’s 
motions, though some of the information 
they applied for did not appear at all neces- 
sary to form a correct judgment on the subject 
of Monday’s debate, and therefore he objected 
to them, yet, with reference to the other objects 
alluded to by the Noble Lord who had spoken 
last, he should most probably feel it to be his 
duty to adopt a different line of conduct, and 
therefore he would recommend the Noble 
Earl, according to the suggestions of these 
Noble Lords, to withdraw his motion for the 
present, and in ail likelihood, by the time the 
intelligence he wished for might be neces- 
sary, his object would be answered through a 
private conference; and if not, perhaps the 
paper he was just about to lay before the 
House would enable the Noble Earl to frame 
his motions in a more satisfactory way. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR said, that he could 
not conceive of what stuff that man’s mind 
must be made, who would hesitate in de- 
ciding, from a review of the papers on the 
table, what course the country ought to pur- 
sue for preserving its honour and security. 
Some Noble Lords, indeed, were free to ad- 
mit, that the act of Government, in this in- 
stance at least, stood upon good grounds; 
but laying his claim to a candid consideration 
of the whole of the proceedings of Admi- 
mstration, he had no difficulty in stating that 
they would be found to stand upon justifiable 
grounds, 


The motion was withdrawn, 


Lord PetHam presented the paper which 
the Noble Lord had described in his speech as 
the copy of instructions to Lord Whitworth 5 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 


a eee ere 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, May 20.—( See Minutes, p. 814-) 


(Mititia.J—The Secretary at War 
rose, pursuant to a notice which he had given 
yesterday of a motion for leave to bring in a 
Will for the more speedy completing of the mi- 
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litia, and for making several amendments in 
the acts for that purpose. The principal ob- 
ject of the intended bill was to complete the 
quotas of the different counties, and to facili- 
tate the means of calling out the supplemen- 
tary militia, should his Majesty think fit to 
have that measure adopted. Although he had 
the satisfaction to mention that the adoption 
of the measure proposed last session had pro- 
duced great effect, and that nearly four fifths 
of the militia were already assembled; yet he 
could not disguise it from the House, that there 
were still many deficiencies to be made up in 
several counties. These he was sure the House 
would see the necessity of filling up without 
delay: there would consequently be a clause 
in the bill, empowering the Deputy Lieute- 
nants of counties to proceed forthwith to fill 
up those vacancies, without any reference to 
their cause. As the law now stood, vacancies 
caused by desertion could not be filled up till 
three months had elapsed; but he should pro- 
pose so to amend the bill, as to cause such 
vacancies to be filled up within the space of 
one month. He should also propose a clause, 
empowering the commandants of regiments 
of militia to report the vacancies, and the ma- 
gistrates to levy the penalties that might be 
incurred, at every quarter sessions. Several 
abuses had crept into the enrolment of men 
for the militia, which it was essential to ccr- 
rect; and if the measure proposed appeared 
to be a strong one, the House, upon reflec 
tion, would see that it was not stronger than 
the nature of the case required. It might 
also happen that his Majesty would issue a 
proclamation, calling in deserters from the 
militia, in like manner as deserters from the 
army are invited to return. Those who should 
return within a given time would be free from 
the penalty they had incurred, while those 
who refused to return within the time limited 
would be punished as they deserved, anda 
description of their persons published all over 
the kingdom, while the magistrates would be 
enjoined to aid and assist in causing such per} 
sons to be arrested. ‘Towards facilitating the 
enrolment of the supplementary militia, there 
would also be a clause in the bill similar to 
that introduced during the last war, for ad- 
mitting men of five feet two inches; and 
should the course of hostilities make it ne- 
cessary to embody the supplementary militia, 
his Majesty should be empowered so to do 
without being under the necessity of calling 
Parliament together. He should also propoce 
that all seamen who may be serving in the 
militia might be turned over to the navy, and 
that they should be replaced by substitutes, 
provided at the public expense. These were 
the general outlines of the bill, which, when 
duly examined, he trusted the House would 
agree to, though the provisions of the bill 
might in some instances appear rather strong. 
They were not, however, stronger than the 
nature of the case, and of the circumstances 
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that called for it. The Rt. Hon. Gent. con- 
cluded with moving that leave be given to 
bring in a bill for the more speedy completing, 
&c. the enrolment of the militia. 


Col. Porter asked the Rt. Hon. Gent. if 
he did not intend to propose some mode for 
preventing the frauds that were so frequently 
practised by persons chosen to serve in the 
militia ? 


The Secretary at War replied, that it 
was intended to propose an oath similar to 
that prescribed by the mutiny act for recruits 
for the army. A man, for instance, should 
be examined on oath with regard to his resi- 
dence, the number of his family, and whether 


he was enrolled in any other corps of the 


militia. 


Mr. WinDHA™ highly disapproved of the 
multiplication of oaths. He did not think 
that men’s consciences were strengthened, like 
their bodies, by hard and frequent exercise. 


Mr. Buxton wished that persons serving 
in the militia should be made to declare upon 
oath to what parish they belonged. 


Sir W. E.rorp said, it would prevent great 
iMconveniencies and much injustice to declare 
in the first instance upon what plea they 
grounded an exemption from serving in the 
militia. 


The SEcrETARY at War observed, that the 
idea started by the Hon. Bart. had not escaped 
him, and that a clause would be introduced 
to that effect. 


The question was then put for leave to 
bring in the bill, and agreed to. 





[THE NEGOTIATION.]—Lord HAawkEs- 
BURY presented the papers which were or- 
dered yesterday, pursuant to the motions made 
by Mr. Grey. In presenting them, his Lord- 
ship took an opportunity of observing, that 
though a variety of memorials that may have 
been presented, complaining of violence of- 
fered to the property of his Majesty’s sub- 
jects, were not as yet arrived in this country, 
there were sufficient documents, however, now 
on the table to answer the purpose which in- 
duced the Hon, Gent. to move for them. 
There were also among them the papers that 
related to the Cape of Good Hope, and to 
the cession of Louisiana. In addition to the 


. Papers moved for, he had also laid upon the 


table, by his Majesty’s command, a copy of 
a dispatch, which proved that no actual re- 
monstrance had been made to the French go- 
vernment respecting the French troops occu- 


ying Holland, but merely an instruction to 
Lord Whitworth respecting the manner he 
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should observe, and the language he should 
hold, when discussing that point with the 
French government. 


Mr. Grey thought that the dispatches al. 
luded to should be printed, together with the 
other papers already ordered by the House. 
Perhaps they might enable the House to judge 
of the nature of the violence offered, and of 
the remonstrances which that violence must, 
no doubt, have drawn from his Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters. If any other papers, containing fur- 
ther and more satisfactory information, could 
possibly be laid before the House, he readily 
trusted to the Noble Lord’s candour to pro- 


duce them. The dispatch ordered by his Ma-. 
_jesty is said to relate to representations made 


respecting the continuance of French troops 
in Holland, contrary to the will of the peo- 
ple, and in direct violation of solemn treatics. 
As that was made a principal cause of com- 
plaint, surely there must exist some official 
document as to the answers made to those com- 
plaints. Lord Whitworth had undoubtedly 
obeyed his instructions in making the repre- 
sentations prescribed to him, and must have 
conveyed to Ministers the answers that were 
made to them. Of these answers Ministers 
must surely be in possession. But it appears 
from the case, as it was stated last night, that 
many points have been confined to verbal com- 
munications, and these have not been reduced 
to any official form: yet most undoubtedly it 
was material to know what passed here between 
his Majesty’s Secretary of State, and the 4m- 
bassador from the French republic; for with- 
out that knowledge, how could a fair and ade- 
quate judgment be formed of the conduct and 
issue of the negotiation? The Noble Secretar} 
of State must greatly increase his responsibi- 
lity, if, for points of such magnitude, he 
trusted merely to his memory, without com- 
mitting them to something in the form of an 
official record. Might they not be laid —_— 
the House in that shape? The Noble Lord 
should endeavour to hit upon some mode 0! 
submitting the tenour of these conversations to 
the House. 


Lord Hawxessury observed, that _ 
was suggested by the Hon. Gent. appeare ' 
him wholly new, and had never yet occur 
as far ashe could recollect. As to the a 
course of the negotiation, it was agi 
known that it was carried on at Paris, an side 
here. No doubt frequent conversations eae 
carried on in London between himself an ad 
French Ambassador, in Nagorno oo pe a 

ortunity to insist on the justic ; 
meni that the French Ambassador — 
repeat these conversations to his gov a i 
But the principal seat of that negotiats = on 
Paris; and indeed it could not be easel 
both there and in London, without P ore 
the greatest confusion, “The prem’ 


ree 
were negotiated here, and he was ready P 
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pared to produce all the documents respecting | 
that negotiation, in case it had failed. | 
Mr. Grey said, he understood the Noble | 
Lord to say that there were no written re- | 
presentations respecting the continuance of | 
the French troops in Holland. Was he there- 
fore to understand that these unwritten repre- | 
sentations took place here? If so, some ac-| 
count of them might in one shape or other be | 
laid before Parliament. 


Lord HawkesBury contended, that in| 
what he had said he meant no reference to | 
Holland, but to the consuls, or commercial | 
agents, to whom allusion was made last night. | 


Mr. Grey then moved, that the papers now 
presented be printed. 


Mr. SHERIDAN thought it of the highest | 
importance that the House should be in pos- | 
eession of every possible information thit could | 
cuable therm to come duly prepared to the 
discussion of the great question that was to 
be subinitted to them on Monday next. But 
to him it appeared frivolous to have any addi- 
tional papers printed, unless sufficient time 
was allowed attentively and carefully to pe- 
Tuse them, which could not be the case if the 
discussion took place on Monday. In his 
mind it was not so useful to come to the Cis- | 
cussion expeditiously, as to come to it with 
minds fully prepared to give the question a 
thorough and complete investigation. To that | 
end he ventured to suggest the propriety of 
deferring the discussion till Wednesday. He 
should now, however, beg leave to ask whe- 
ther Mr. Talbot still continued at Paris, and 
whether M. Portalis#had left London? Many 
reports were abroad on this subject, respect- | 
ing the truth of which it was essential the 
public should be informed. 





Lord Hawxessury had received no au- 
thentic account of Mr. Talbot having left 
Paris, neither did he know if M. Portalis was 
still in Lwndon. As to the reports alluded to 
by the Hon. Gent. that these Gentlemen might 
be still employed in carrying on a negotiation, 
there was no foundation whatever for them. 
He should oppose any delay in bringing on the 
question on Monday, unless some very urgent 
reason was adduced in support of it. The 
Papers now produced and moved to be printed 
contained no new fact, nor any information 
with which Gent. might not already be ac- 
quainted, He was therefore at a loss to see 
any necessity for deferring the consideration of 
the papers already before the House. 


prt 


Mr. CanninG objected to deferring the dis- 
cussion beyond Monday. The papers, of 
Which the House were already in possession, 
contained ample matter on which to make up 


3] PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES,—{May 20.] 


| parture of Lord Whitworth from Paris: 





Vou, Ul. 


"£1634 


their mind on the great question that was then 
to come before them. 


Mr. WHITBREAD rose to repeat a question 
which he put last night, but to which he had 
obtained no distinct arswer.. The question 
was, whether Government had received no 
new communication from France since the de- 


Lord Hawxesrury had no difficulty in 
saying that he had seen a note, but not ofii- 
cially, until this day. He mght, perhaps, 
produce that note, but it came to him in that 
sort of way, that, as to the political poimt 
which the Hon. Gent. seemed to have in view, 
Ministers would not be justifiable in drawing 
any inference from it. 


Af... tr, reo nit TU 1m Tu Py tt 
Mr. WoHirTrsreap and Mr. Grey agarn 
act } » NAlnhile 4 avchethey oe wy Tis 
asked the Naeble Lord, whether substantially 
t nicatson 


there was not received some commu 
from France, whether signed or not, whcther 


‘in an official or unofficial form ? 


Lord Hawxerssury would feel no difficulty 
in producing the communication alluded to, 
if it had come to him in an official form. ‘Che 
communication was made in a confidential 
manner, such indeed as prevented him from 
producing it. As to the substance of it, how- 
ever, he had no disposition to cenceal it. 


| The communication came through a circuitous 


channel, and proposed a possible ground of 
arrangement,; but it was so inadmissible, that 
it could not be listened to for a moment. Not 
only was it not put in an official shape, but it 
contained a proposition which it was imposei- 
ble to accede to consistently with the good 
faith of the country, and that sense of dig- 
nity and honour which would. ever characte- 
rize the conduct which this country would in- 
variably pursue. 


Lord Temp e repeated the question, whe. 
ther Mr. Talbot was not left at Paris for the 
purpose of entering into negotiations with the 
French government; ard has General Andre- 
ossi leit his secretary here with a similar in- 
tention? They were said to remain merely for 
domestic purposes, Surely it was a new oc- 
cupation for secretaries of legation to be em- 
ployed in packing up trunks! 


Lord Hawxessury replied, that neither 
Mr. Talbot was at Paris, nor M. Portalis hefe, 
for the purpose of carrying on any negotiation. 
Mr. Talbot remained to take care of the pa- 
pers belonging to the embassy, and to give his 
countenance to such of his Majesty’s subjects 
as ¢till remained m France. 


"Mr. Gee'y would not inquire into the pre- 

cise nature of ‘the communication, or whether 

it was admissible or Rot. It was of extreme 
Ss 
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importance that the House should at least be | an arrangement, the subject of which was, 
acquainted with the substance of it. He could | that we were to-be left im posse - on of Malta 
not but suppose it to be the contre-projet | for a stated number of years, proviac. Fraice 
which was to have been delivered to Lord | was permitted to take possesston of Otranio 
Whitworth, and he trusted that the absence | and Farentum for the same number of years, 
of official form, and its having come through | As to the proposed mediation of the Emperor 
a circuitous channel, would not be made a! of Russia, the report was so far founded in 
reason for refusing to lay the substance of it | fact, that his Imperial Majesty, while he 
before the House. Such a mode of commu-! seemed disposed not to interfere, had genc- 
nicating information toe the House was not un- | rally expressed a wish for the maintenance of 
usual—it had been resorted to in the begin- | peace; but it did not appear to him that his 
ning of the last war. It was also desirable to | Imperial Majesty had sent any precise instrac- 
know whether no ether communication had | tions for bringing his mediation to any distinct 
been made to Ministers since Lord Whitworth point whatever. The whole appeared to him, 
leit Paris. As for delay, he should not press | on the part of the French government, to be 
it, though he entirely agreed with his Hon. | nerely calculated to protract the negotiaticn, 
Friend, Mr. Sheridan, that there would be | and to gain delay. 

more advantage gained by a perfect consi- 
deration of the case, than from any over-ex- 
peditious or precipitate discussion of it. If 

the House would but pause, and he hoped | answer to the remonstrances respecting Hole 
they would, the more ample and minute the | land: the dispatch instructing Lord Whit- 
information that was laid before them, the | worth to remonstrate on that point, was dated 
less strong might be found the case of violence | November 14. There must surely have been 
and aggression : for however strong that case | some reply to that remonstrance, and it Wae 
might have appeared in the first instance, yet | essential the House should be put in posses 
subsequent explanations might in a great mea- | sion of it. He hoped the Noble Lord would 
sure have done it away. These were the ex- not persist in refusing to produce it. 
{ 
| 
| 
! 





Mr. WHITBREAD and Mr. SHERIDAN ant- 
iously pressed for laying before the House the 


~ e+ 


= 


t 


planations which he felt so anxious to obtain, 
because they might materially contribute to 
guide the House in the judgment and opinion | there was no distinct remonstrance made upou 
they were to pronounce on the present critical | the subject. Lord Whitworth was merely in 
situation of the country. But as he was now | structed what language and manner he should 
on his legs, he must beg leave to ask another | employ in the conferences he held with the 
question of the Noble Lord, and that ques- | French government on these points. Waat 
tion referred to reports which were this day | that language was, abundantly. appeared on 


Lord HAWKESBURY must again repeat, that 


ery generally circulated, and which seemed 
to be taken from the French papers, viz. that 
the Emperor of Russia had interposed his me- 
diation for the adjustment of the differences 
now subsisting between the two countries. 
On this point he was extremely desirous to be 
accurately informed, and he wished to know if 
any official communication had been made re- 
specting it. 


Lord Hawkesnury professed his readiness | 


to afford the House every information in his 


power; and he perfectly agreed with the Hon. 
Gent. who spoke last, that no deficiency in 


mere point of form should preclude him frem 
communicating a fact on which the House 


could be enabled to form a judzment. The | 


communication that had beer made since the 
departure of Lord Whitworth from Paris, was 
conveyed in a way that might justify him in 
concluding that it did not come from the 
French government, though in his own mind 
he had no doubt of its authent’city. Indeed, 
it was his intention to have stated it to the 
fiouse on Monday next; nor would he hesi- 
tate to state it now, if he was sure it would 
fot provoke any premature discussion.—( A 


genered ery of Hear! obear ! )—The commuri- | 


cation that was thus made to himin an un- 
Ofaal manner, had for its object to propose 


the face of the papers already before the House. 


| Mr. SHERIDAN contended, that it would be 
' of the utmost advantage to Government to 
‘produce the paper; for if it appeared om 
‘these remonstrances were treated ial 
shew 


‘tempt, and a disregard had thus been s ‘n 


° Fe eee c woud { 
ito the faith of treatics, Ministers wou'e 0” 


, Ossidic 


able to’ take the strongest ground possid'. 
from that single instance in the behaviour of 
the French government. At all events, _. 
| Whitworth must, in some way or other, 1 

reported the manner in which his sc 
' strances were received ; and it was that rep P 
| which the House must be desirous to get 
session of, 


—————— 


- 


seidat 
Shericat, 


“ee 
| Mr. Canxine concurred with Mr. Siew, 


and saw the question in a double pomt Ser, 
‘both as it affected the cause of the county) 
and the conduct of Ministers. 


. ; re- 

Lord Hawxesspury had only ee Saate 

peat, that as there was no formal ae} ex 
on this subject, neither could ther 


pected any formal answer. 





his 
Mr. SHEripan moved for an address to 


‘ be 
| Majesty, praying that he would order to. 
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formation which had been received by his Ma-] Mr. Liston to acquaint Government of the 


jesty’s M'nisters, in what manner the repre- 
sentations of Lord Hawkesbury, if any, re- 
specting the armaments in the ports of Hol- | 
land, had been received by the French go-' 
vernment. 


The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER as- 
sured the Hon. Gent. that any official docu- | 
ment which was in his power, and which | 
might tend to satisfy the wish of the House | 
on that head, should be produced. He also | 
stated, that up to the period of the dis-| 
cussions, Ministers were led to believe that 
the French troops would be withdrawn from 
Holland. 


- ee 


Mr. SHERIDAN, after the assurances of the 
Rt. Hon. Gent. consented to withdraw his | 
motion; he, however, thought that there 
might be other, though not official papers. 





The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQUER de- 
clared there were none but such as would lead 
to a disclosure of some of the persons con- 
cerned in giving the information. 


Mr. Grey said, that he had been informed 
that there had been no representations made 
by Mr. Liston to the Batavian government on 
the subject, at the time alluded to. 


Mr. CANNinG was of opinion, that the sub- 
stance of the information might be given with- 
out any disclosure. 


Mr. Jounstone moved for the production 
of certain papers respecting the Emperor of 
’ 2 * - . : 
Kussia having refused to garrison Maita. 


— 


Lord HaAwKEsBuRY thought it would be | 
more advisable for Gentlemen to give notice of 
such motions, as a matter of personal conve- 
nience towards the persons who were to pros 
duce them, and matter of urbanity in regard 
to the mover himself.—Motion withdrawn. 





General Gascoyne, after a few prefatory 
observations, moved for the production of pa- | 
pers respecting any representations made by | 
the Maltese to our Government, from October 
1801, to March 1802, and of the proclama- | 
tion issued by Col. Graham to the inhabitants; 
also for all papers respecting the annexation 
of the Italian republic; also the papers rela- 
tive to all the islands taken, and afterwards 
eeded, in the Wevt Indies: they might have 
been retained with the same propriety as 
Malta. Another point he would submit to 
the Noble Secretary of State, was contained 
in No, 38 of the official correspondence, rela» 
tive to the sending of General Georges to 
Canada; but on this he did.not medn to take 
the sense of the House. Another motion 
which he did not mcan to press,was, for a 
copy of any accounts which had been sent by 





armaments going on in the ports of Holland, 
The Hon. Member also moved for the produc. 
tion of all papers that related to the island of 
Lampedosa, since the signing ot the treaty of 
Amiens. — 


Lord HAwKEsBuRY rose to take up the ate 
tention of the House for a few moments. He 
had no difficulty in saying, that to the motion 
relative to the orders for the evacuation or re- 
tention of the West India islands, he had no 
possible objection. Whatever papers were 
connected with this subject should be readily 
produced. With regard to all the other mo- 
tions, he entertained a very different opinion. 
As to the motion which had been put from the 
Chair, he felt himself called on to say, that 
he had seen no parliamentary ground tor the 
production of the papers which it was the 
object of the motion to bring before the House. 
If motions of this kind, referring to subjects 
which were connected with events antecedent 
to the treaty of Amiens, were once acceded 
to, it was quite impossible to determine how 
far the same principle might be carried. It 
was beyond the means of calculation when 
such inguiries would be suspended. Though 
he should resist the motion, he thought it due 
to the House to state a few circumstances 
which would, in his opinion, be very satis- 
factory to the House. It had been asserted, 
and had even been introduced into periodical 
publications, that a remonstrance had been 
made by the Maltese deputies, in which they 
brought forward a grave subject of complaint 
against the Government of this country for 
indifference to their just rights and privileges 
in the arrangement of the definitive treaty, 
This was a charge which he felt it necessary 
on his part to repel in the strongest terms. 
With this view he could not do better than 
direct the attention of the House toa letter, 
written by the deputie. subsequent to the 
treaty of Amiens, in which they expressed 
their perfect satisfaction with the canduct held 
towards them by Ministers, and their gratitude 
for the exertions which had been resorted to 
in their favour. TVheir great object, he did 
not mean to deny, was the privilege of being 
under the direct protection and government of 
his Britannic Majesty; but if this could not 
be obtained, the arrangement made in their 
behalf was one which they thought demanded 
a warm expression of gratitude.—[Here the 
Noble Lord read a part of the letter, which 
fully justified his statements. The deputies 
declared, that they considered it their highest 
honour to be admitted to the privileges of 
British subjects. As this, however, was im- 
practicable, they could not, without the most 
affectionate gratitude, refit on the efforts 
made by Ministers to secure their privileges, 
These efforts they should communicate with 
the history of their couniry to the latest pose 


terity ; and, while they gloried in the conti, — 
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nuance of their privileges, they would tell, 
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dignity, were deeply involved. The truth of 


that to the British government was their pro- | the case was what the House ought to call for 


tection to be ascribed. ]—Taving finished the 


on every principle of duty. In the papers to 


reading of this extract, the Noble Lord pro- | which he had already alluded, a good deal 


ceeded to state, that he did not consider that 
any parliamentary ground had been laid for 
the motion. This constituted his objection, | 
which he conceived sufficient to induce him to 


resist the production of the papers required. 
Hie bad already declared his opinion, that, 
with the exception of the first motion, all the 


thers were such as ought not to be acceded | 
to by the Louse. To the last motion the 
answer was simple and satisfactory; it was | 
nothing more than a repetition of the motion, 
which, after a’great Ceal of argument, had 
been rejected ona division. The motion re- 
specting the orders sent out to the West 
Indies he should willingly accede tos on all 
the others he should, as the most convenient | 
way of disposing of them, move the previous | 


17% + . 
question. 


Mr. WiNDHAM thought that the first mo- | 


| ™ . 
_ was said of the treatment which the deputies 


had received. It was not pretended by Mi- 
nisters that those remonstrances should nct be 
received ; but the remonstrances of allies hav- 
ing every claim to protection, were not to be 
heard in a regular official manner. Now of 
all the possible disgraces which could attach 
to the government of a country, such con- 
duct as this he could not but consider as of 
the most degrading description. What he de- 
sired the House to consider was, the case 2s 
described in publications circulated not only 
in this country, but all over Europe. It was 
not less than this—that the Ministers of the 
King of Great Britain had refused to listen in 
a regular official way to the remonstrances of 
allies who had every claim to their good offices. 
What, according to the statements in these 
publications, had been the language held to 
the Maltese deputies \ Had they denied the 


tion was one highly necessary to the national | justice of their claims, or rejected the urgency 


dignity, the national interest, and the national 
honour. After it had been generally circu- 
lacd over the country, that the representa- | 
tions of allies had not met-with a suitable de- 
grce Gf attention and respect, it was highly | 
Important to know how far their rights and | 
their wishes had been regarded by his Majes- 
ty’s Ministers. If Ministers were prepared to 
say that these statements were not consistent | 
with fact, this he allowed would certainly be | 
a sufficieat answer to the motien, and would 
supersede its necessity. But if it was said, 
as the Noble Lord who spoke last contended, 
that papers of a different description were in 
possession of Ministers, this he considered to 
be no satisfactory answer to the motion. One | 
party said that they avere perfectly satisfied 
with the exertions which Ministers had made 
in their favour. This was expressly denied 
by another party, who, instead of being sa- 
tisied, complained of the conduct of Minis- 
tcrs in the bitterest terms. Those who were 
connected with this party, not only gave Mi- | 
nisters no credit for the arrangements they | 
had made in their favour, but positively ac- 
cused them of surrendering their most im- 
portant rights. ‘These allegations were not to 
be set aside by declarations of a contrary de- 
scription. It was essential that the House 
should know the character of the different 
parties ; and a fairer ground of inquiry could 
not, in his opinion, be easily produced. But 
the Noble Lord had contended, that no par- 
liamentary ground had been laid before the 
House for entertaining the motion. He con- 
fessed himself at a loss to define what parti- 
cular ideas were meant to he attached to this 
expression. Of this, however, he was well 
convinced, 2s he had observed at the begin- 
ning of his speech, that the motion was one 





in which the national interest, honour, and | that he was induced to support 


I 


| siness was of a nature not to be discussec 


of their rights? No. Ministers had not taken 
grounds of this nature, which, if facts cor- 
responded with their assertions, would ha\: 


_ been perfectly justifiabie. They had admitted 


the claims in their fullest extent; they had 
not denied them an opportunity of enforcing 


i them, but in the mode of hearing these r- 


monsirances the ground of accusation ap- 
peared. The Maltese deputies were not sui- 
fered to wait on a Noble Secretary of Stat: 
(Lord Hobart) at his office, because their bu- 


in 


an official situation. No: but because an o'- 
ficial discussion might give umbrage to the 
French government. If there things were 50, 
whatever circumstances of disgrace previously 
existed, this conduct was certainly the con 
summation of infamy. He begged it to be 
understood, while he made use of such lan- 
guage, that he used it merely with reference 
to the actual existence of such disgraceful 
conduct. He was far from meanmg to 4 


 sert that Ministers were guilty of the charge 


: %. _ shorces 
imputed to them; but after such charse 
were made against Ministers, it was ft that 


° Sl el a 

they should have an opportunity of excul 
: . ; ; IT ¢ 
pating their conduct. What, he desirea '0 


know, could be more ignoiminious than for 
the Ministers of a great empire to tell aliic’s 
who were entitled to every degree of owe 
and protection, that their complaints, for or 
of giving umbrage to another power, “+t 

not be entertained, but that they might intvo- 
duce their complaints by stealth, and trust . 
this indirect way to some chance of redress . 
These were the grounds on which he aan 
support inquiry. He showld be glad oh had 
that no truth existed in the reports whic! on 
gone abroad on this subject, but it was ™ 


i rn out to be the casts 
hope that this would tu ne io 
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If the grounds which had been stated in sup- | 


port of the motion were not parliamentary, 


he again repeated what he had already hinted | 


| 


at. that he misconceived the term, or was un- | 


able to understand its application. 


The CHANCELLOR of the 
agreed with his Noble Friend near him (Lord 
Hawkesbury), that no parliamentary ground 
had been laid for the motion. He begged this 
assertion to be understood in the way in which 
the Noble Lord had employed it. When the 
Noble Lord said, that no parliamentary ground 
was laid for the motion, he meant, as he un- 


EXCHEQUER | 
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first of these projets his Majesty was to pos- 
sess the sovereignty of Malta, but the civil 
covernment of the island was to remain ¢X- 
clusively in the hands of the order of St. fobn 
of Jerusalem. By another projeg, his Majesty 
was only to have a temporary possession of 
the island, and at the expiration of that period 


‘the island was to be given wp to the inhabit- 


‘ants, and their independence was 


derstood his language, merely to say that the | 


motion was of a nature which was not at 
all applicable to the subject to be considered 
on Monday. He therefore contended, that 
under the present circumstances the produc- 
tion of the papers, which it was the object of 
the motion to bring before the House, could 
promote no useful purpese. With this senti- 


to be re- 
cognized. What the causes of these varia- 
tions were, it was important that the House 
should know, as by the first of these propo- 
sitions the treaty was made the basis of the 
arrangement; whereas in the other the nghts 
and privileges of the inhabitants appeared the 
objects of most peculiar consideration. ‘The 
Hon. and Learned Member having established 


‘ 


ithis argument, touched on the consideration 


ment of the Noble Lord be entirely coincided. | 
| their claims and supporting their rights—whe- 


But it had been contended by a Rt. Hon. 


Gent. on the other side, that as reports of in- | 


dignities being offered to the Maltese deputies 
were abroad, the production of the papers 
was necessary to vindicate Ministers against a 
charge of the most grave and important na- 
ture. 


a charge in the most direct terms, and to deny | 
| Secretartes of 


that any thing approaching to indignity had 


ever been offered to the deputies. Such a sen- | 


of the necessity of the motion, drawn from 
views of national honour. ‘The question here 
was not whether the deputies had suffered 
any particular indignities, but whether they 
had been denied a fair opportunity of stating 
had been delivered 


ther their remonstrances 


‘in an official form, or whether they had been 
| 


disgraceful to the allies of an im 


He must take on himself to repel such | 


timent as this he had never heard, till it had | 


been uttered by the Rt. Hon.-Gent. on the 
present occasion. ‘The fact was, that curing 


!pointed them a private ¢ 
itrue, was a most disgraceful anx 


their stay in this country they had experienced | 


every mark of respect and of kindness, and 
at their departure a ship was specially pro- 
vided, by order of his Majesty, to convey 
them back to their own country. The extract 
from the letter read by his Noble Friend was 
amply sufficient to do away any impression of 
their being treated in a way unworthy of the 
claims which they possessed to a reception of 
the most distinguished kind. The Rt. Hon. 
Gent. in ‘conclusion, referred to a similar mo- 
tion being made in May last. On that occa- 
sion the motion had been rejected; and cer- 


| for iInquil Ve 


‘concerned. 


in & manner 
‘ependent go- 
vernment? In the papers which had already 
been repeatedly alluded to, a charge was 
brought forward, that one of his Majesty’s 
State had refused to receive 
them at his office, but, with the view of avoid- 
ing all cause of umbrage to France, hud ap- 
interview. This, if 
! reprehen- 
sible proceeding, and one which loudly called 


~ AIDE > , e] - ‘ 
communicated by stealth, and 


Col. Granam thought the motion inappii- 


cable, as far as the debate on Monday was 
As to the proclamation which he 


'had issued to the inhabitants of Malta, he 


could assure the House that the productien of 
a copy of it would be altogether useless, and 
this on a very simple ground. He had issued 
the proclamation on his own private opinion 


of its expediency, and not on the authority 


tamly whatever reasons existed to justify its | 


rejection at that time, operated with much 
greater force at the present moment. He sat 
down by declaring his determinatian to vote 
against all the motions, with the exception of 
that to which his Noble Friend had adverted. 


Dr. Lawrence argued that the motion was 
directly connected with the great question to 
be discussed on Monday. It had been argued, 
that because a motion to the same effect had 
been rejected in May last, it ought not now 
to be received. But he desired the House to 
aivert to the difference of cire:rpstances: 
there were now in the papers on the table 
three projets of an ultimatum proposed by 
Ministers.to the French government, By the 


| 
| 


of any orders which he had received from Go- 
vernment. 


The SccreTary at War did not mean to 
deny that the subject to which the motion re- 
ferred was one which might hereafter be 
thought worthy of discussion. At the pre- 
sent moment he could not see of what ad- 
vantage it would bé to press it, as the pro- 
duction of the papers could not at all throw 
any additional light on the subject to be dis- 
cussed on Monday. On this ground he shogld 
have no difficulty in voting for the previous 
questiog. 


Mr. Warp, considering the reports circu, 
lated to the prejudice of a Noble Lord (Lord 
Hobart) as being in every point of view infa.. 
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mous, wished to have a categorical answer, | 


whether language of the nature alleged had at 
any time been employed to the Maltese depu- 
ties? When he reflected that the calumnies to 
which he had alluded were circulated not 
only in this country, but all over Europe, it 
was the more necessary that a direct answer 
to this question should be given by Ministers. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExCHEQUER, as 
Qt 


a direct question had been put to him, thought | 


it his duty to give a direct answer. ‘This 


answer was in the same terms which he had ! 


formerly employed, that until this evening he 
had never heard of the charge which had, in 
the course of the debate, been so frequently 
referred to. He had the strongest reason for 
asserting, that no one of his Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters had.ever used language of the nature 
described. 


Mr. CANNING, though he agreed in the in- 
ferenee of several Gentlemen who had spoken, 
that the papers which it was the object of the 
motion to produce, had a direct application 
tu the debate to take place on Manday, 
thought that the point of national honour 
which it involved of far greater importance. 
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| Lord CAasrrereaGu shortly resisted the 
motion, on the ground of its not applying to 
the grand subject of discussion. He denied 
that the Maltese deputies received any treat- 
/ment which was not highly honourable and 
| distinguished. He reprobated the charges 
| thrown out against a Noble Secretary of State, 
| who he was sure was utterly incapable of using 
| the language imputed to him. 


‘ 
? 


Lord Trempce thought inquiry peculiarly 
'necessary. He protested, however, against 
any inference being drawn against the cha- 
‘racter of the Noble Secretary of State: he 
| believed him incapable of the langnage and 
‘conduct represented; but if such languaye 
| was used, he was sure that it was contrary to 
‘the Noble Lord’s own feelings. It was surely 
‘a part of the general system which Ministers 
had adopted, and was a proof how little con- 
sistent that system was with every view of na- 
tional character, dignity, or honour. 


| Mr. Witt1am.SmitH gave his support to 
the arguments, and commended the candour 
of the Noble Secretary of State. He trusted 
that the Hon. Member would consent to with- 
draw his motion. 


As, however, he understood, from the speech | 


of the Secretary at War, that there was no | 


disposition to resist the introduction of the 
motion at a future period, he was the less in- 
clined to oppose the motion for the previous 
question. It certainly was a matter of very 
grave consideration, to inquire whether a Se- 
cretary of State to the King of Great Britain 


had refused to the allies of the Crown an op- ! 


portunity of explaining their grievances and 
supporting their rights. This was a question, 
i Which not only the character of the Go- 
vernment, but the character of the country, 
were deeply involved. If it was understood 
that there would be no objection to a full 
consideration ef this question on a future oc- 
asion, he had no wish at present to press the 
discussion; but ceriainly this was the only 
cround of his forbearance. It would give him 
infinite pleasure to find that representations 
which had obtained very general currency 
were completely unfounded, and he fully 
agreed with thos who thought that this ex. 
pectation was the best reason for w:shing the 
motion to be adopted. He considered the in- 
quiry the more necessary, as, if his recollece 
tion did not materially fail him, when infarm- 
ation was required respecting the represent- 
ations of the Maltese deputies, it was an- 
swered, that no official papers on this subject 
existed. Was this because the deputies had 
not been received in an official way? Was it 
because the Secretary of State could not re- 
ceive them at his office, but only admit them 
by stealth to a private meeting? He did not 
say that this was the case, but at the same 
time he thought that this was an additional 


ground of inquiry, 


After mutual explanations between the Hon. 
Mover, Lord Hawkesbury, and other Gentle- 
men who had previously spoken on the subs 
ject, the question was put, and the motion 
for the previous question carried on all, ex- 
‘cept that which related to the islands in the 
West Indies. 





L 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 
| Monday, May 2 3—-( See Minutes, p. 816) 


[ADDRESS TO THE KING. ]—Lord PELHAM 
rose to move the address. From the papers 
which were on the table, he was confident 
that their Lordships must sce that Ministers 
had no wish whatever to conceal any part of 
their conduct, not only during the late nego" 
tiations, but through any part of the Pe the 
which had elapsed since the signature of the 
definitive treaty. For himself he could state 
) his conviction, that in the whole of this con- 
‘duct there was no reasonable ground of * 
proach, Of this he was at least sure, the 
| Ministers had, to the best of their abilities 
-and knowledge, acted a conscientious a 
‘during the whole of that important ee 
|He was not now disposed to contend that 
‘their conduct might not, on a future raggg O 
'be made the subject of solemn gh dis 
he could not but express a hope that he, piel 
cussion en the present occasion might AL tp 

ducted with ag little reference as pos! That 
‘the conduct and merits of Ministers. | tne 
conduct and those merits might be Se sat 
ona future day, without at, all comp? 
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any support which might be given to the ad- | instance to be admitted into the island, and 
dress. To introduce these two subjects at | to their admission, on the part of his Majesty, 
the same time would only have the effect of | not the smallest obstacle was opposed. Ina 
fettering the decision. From a ptrusal of the | word, without going into any minuteness of 
pape ‘rs on the table, the great and indeed the detail, he would content himself with refer- 
only question was, whether a distinct and le- | ring their Lordships to the clear and unequi- 
vitimate ground of war had been established. | vocal proofs of a pacific spirit which had, 
After having seriously and maturely considered | throughout the whole of the stypulated ar- 
the whole of the papers, and after reflecting |1 rangements relative to Malta, been exhibited 
on the part which, as one of his Majesty’s | on the part of this country. It w as about the 
confidential Ministers, he had thought it his | 27th of January that the French government 
duty to pursue, he had no difficulty in cee | beg an to press, in a very peremptory manner, 
claring that he considered the ground of war the evacuation of Malta; and it was about 
contained in the documents in the hands of | that period that Ministers thought themselves 
their Lordships to be the most strong, the | bound to demand some satisfactory explana- 
most clear, the most distinct which were ever | tion of the pretensions advanced and the 
submitted to Parliament. ‘The conclusion | views disclosed by the French government. 
which those documents, in his opinion, left | Circumstances then existed, which rendered 
on the minds of all unprejudiced men, must it necessary to refer back to what had been 
be, that war was, by the conduct of the, the conduct of the First Consul from the pe- 
French government, rendered inevitable. It | riod when tiie treaty was concluded. In the 
was necessary to the support of the national | course of this review, the plain, the irresisti- 
honour, the protection of the national rights. | ble inference was, that the conduct of the 
The interests of our commerce, the safety of | French government had been one constant 
our liberties, the existence of our independ- | series of acts totally inconsistent with a sins 
ence, were all involved in the appearance of | cere desire of preserving the peace of the two 
effect ual resistance to French aggrandizement ‘countries. At an early period after the treaty 
and ambition. His Lordship declared it not | was signed, represent: itions were made about 
to be his wish or intention to go minutely | the freedom of the press in this country, the 
through the papers, because he had no doubt | publications reflecting on the French govern- 
that their Lordships had given them a very iment, to which this freedom rave TIS€,y and 
attentive consideration, and had formed the | the necessity of subjecting not only the press, 
conclusion which a careful perusal was caleu- | but the deliberative assemblies of the coun- 
lated to induce. It was only necessary for try, toade gree of restraint inconsistent with 
him to trace the outline of the conduct pur- | the genius of our excellent constitution, The 
sued by the two governments since the con- | stay of the Princes of the house of oo 
clusion of the treaty of Amiens. Proceeding | of certain bishops particularly named, and ; 
on this principle, he adverted briefly to the number of emigrants who continued to wear 
principal points of dispute betwixt the two | the badges of extinguished royalty, were 
governments, as described in the documents | made the subjects of complaint. What the 
on the table. With respect to Malta, the \é answer of Ministers to these complaints was, 
‘onduct pursued on the part of this country | was sufficiently explained in the papers; and 
was such as must prove the sincerest desire of | “ay entertained a confident expectation that it 
peace. A very ‘short period had elapsed be-| was of a nature to meet with universal sup- 
fore, with the vicw of facilitating the evacua- | on and approbation. With regard to the 
tion of the island, an ee officer wv as | ci mmplaint “ab out the gars m of discussion in 
2ppointed to arrange the mode in which it | different publicat ions, it was hardly necessary 
was to take place. Capt. . Sir ir Alexander Ball | for him to say that he was a « lecided friend to 
received full powcrs a i 








a inst: uctions to con-| a free press. “kie did not mean to deny that 
cert with an — on the part of the French | this freedom was sometimes carried to an un- 
government the means of executing the article | justifiable length, and was applied to very im- 
of the treaty with th le: ist possible difficulty. | proper purposes. He would allow that he 

Previous to the evacuation, the election of a| had met with publications whose spirit and 
Grand Biiaaee was an object of important | tendency he extremely disap proved of, as 
con: ideration, and to this his Majesty had | being calculated only to produce irritation, 
given every possible facility. The Grand | and to ferment that spirit of inveteracy which 
Master then chosen had seen reasons for not | it was one great object of the peace to extin- 
acceding to the election, and a new clection | guish. Ministers had shewn their disposition 
became indispensable. Again, his Majesty, | to give no countenance to publicat ions of this 
acti tated by the same desite of peace, and | kind, by referring the French government to 
the same wish of c: uUTYINZ x into effect the sti- | the tribunals of the coun trys in whi ch alone, 

pulations of the ‘tre ary with scrupulous fide- | according to the genius of our const ‘,ution, 

lity, acceded to an arrangement for a subse- | adequate redress could be obtained. This 
“Quent election, with the view of removing | answer was not held in all re ere satisfactory 
evcry obstacle to th e evacuation of the island.| by the French government, an ul a spirit of 
A body of Neapolitan troops were in the first | distrust and an imosity contin ued to be chee 
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rished. He was convinced that it was unne- 


cessary to remind their Lordships minutely of | 


the various oc:her proofs which the French go- 
vernment had given of a hostile and dangerous 
spirit. It would be necessary only to refer to 
a few which were most prominent and worthy 
of consideration. 


rous about the evacuation of Malta, it would 


not be forgotten by their Lordships, that an | 


official document of a very extraordinary na- 
ture made its appearance in France. He meant 
to allude to the Report of Co!. Sebastiani, an 
agent dispatched by the First Consul to make 
the tour of the greater part of the provinces 
of the Turkish empire. 
this Report necessarily excited suspicion. It 


disclosed views and unfolded projects which | 


could not fail to aitract the peculiar notice of 
Ministers. In every page one most important 
lesson was to be collected, tint the views of 
the Virst Consul relative to Egypt had not 
been for a tioment abandoned. It was clearly 
seen that the possession of that country 
the constant object of his ambition. ‘The in- 
ternal evidence of the Keport proved this in a 


way which could not be misunderstood by the | 
It, however, this in- | 


most careless observer. 
tereuce had been at all doubtful, this doubt 
must have been completely removed by subse- 
quent circumstances. In an interview with 
our Ambassador, the First Consul had not 


thought it necessary to throw the slightest | 


veil Of secrecy over his designs. ‘The publica- 
tion of the Report was sufficient to rouse our 


jealousy; but the language of the First Ma- | 


gistrate of France rendered it more peculiarly 
worthy of observation. In a formal confer- 
ence with the Ambassador cf an independent 
power, the-First Consul had not hesitated to 
declare that Egypt must sooner or Jater be in 
the possession of France. He would put it 
to the candour and the feelings of their Lord- 
ships, whether. Ministers were not entitled to 
cemand trom the French government some 
fecurity for its future views relative to Egypt, 
beyond what the treaty of Amiens provided. 
In the continued possession of Malta, Minis- 
ters conceived that this security could be 
found; and hence originated the discussions 
which this. subiect had created, and the im- 
portance which the possession of the’ island 
afterwards assumed. Malta, in the hands-of 
this country, could only be viewed as a se- 
curity: it could afford to France, or any other 
power, no reasonable ground of jealousy or 
alarm. No other place was liable to co little 
objection, and on this ground Ministers rested 
their claims to its possession. But, independ- 
ent of these considerations, there were others 
which justificd Ministers 


i 


tiens of that treaty, the island was to be-re- 
stored to the order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
certain revenues were undcrstcod to be appro- 


At the period when the | 
First Consul began te be so extremely clamo- | 


‘The publication of | 


mn retaining the 
isla: ,! Whe he en ? Aes 
ISla’ ss shen the treaty of Amiens was | 
formed, and when, according to the stipula- | 
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| priated to their support, in a way consistent 
with the objects which the treaty proposed to 
establish. Without this support, it was ab- 
surd to talk of that independence which the 
treaty professedly guaranticd. But their Lore. 
ships could not have forgotten, that in Spain 
the revenues of the order had been confiscated. 
The same thing had taken place in Italy and 
in Bavaria. The French government, so far 
from oppcsing any obstacle to this seque:tra- 
tion, had appeared to have encouraged it, in « 
way which shewed a very great degree of dis- 
inclination to the executien of the treaty. 
| After pursuing this species of conduct, it w: 
“with a very bad grace that the First Con: 
| came forward to insist on the peremptory ex- 
i ecution of the'treaty. As long as the hope « 
peace could, with the smallest degree of rea- 
son, be entertained, Ministers had shewn the 
utmost reluctance to resort to any mcazsure 
which might hasten on a renewal of hostilt 
When, however, the conduct of the ] 
government had become such as could 
tent 


i = ay | 
longer be tolerated, consiste 


With nati 
|} honour, dignity, or safety, it became Paria. 
ment and the country to speak in terms ci 
suitable indignation of these repeated acts cf 
insult and aggression. If war had become it 
| evitable, it ought to be a war in which the 
| national spirit should be excited in a way 
which would demonstrate to a proud anc ir- 
solent foe, that while the peepie of 
try were not anxious for an opportunity « 
' taking offence, they were sensibly alive to the 
‘least imputation of dishonour, and determinee 
/on punishing insults with the most exemplary 
| vengeance. If the conduct of Ministers vs 
lin any respect’to be blamed, it possibly mignt 
' 
| 


this coun 


| he on the ground that they had not, at a much 


- 


earlier period, shewn a determina !on Lo long 
‘to suffer the insults or the injuries of t 


| French governntent to pass over with = 
nity. Peace was in itself so important a bic: 
ing, that great allowances were to be mac: 
in favour of exertions to preserve its conun'- 
ance. He would deny, however, = 
strongest terms any imputation against M:- 
'nisters for yielding to any dishonourable s2- 
‘crifices, with the view of presers ape 
‘They had certainly manifested extraonss’: 
forbearance, but he trusted it would be foun 7° 
' that in no part of their conduct bad aris = 
played a spirit unworthy of the loity — 
which England had long held among the oom 
monwealths of Europe. Delay had, no vol’ 
to a considerable degree, taken place; U" 
was convinced, that any lmconvemence is om 
mizht have taken place from the delay» one 
more than counterbalanced by the pdditio02, 
evidence which was given to this eehich ‘the 
ito Europe of that pacific sp:mt by ¥ ot A, 
councils of his Majesty had been gover” 
Under all these circumstances of “4 en a 
| Lordship thought that there a rederte a 
| culty in agreeing to the address ve ‘Isat sit 
meant to conclude. It should be cf te 


ing peace. 
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ple and precise nature which would be the 
least liable to create any thing like the appli- 
cation of party spirit; it should be such an 
address as might be voted on true English 
principles, without at all involving a pledge of | 
approbation to the whole conduct of Minis- | 
ters since the conclusion of the treaty; it | 
should be such an address as naturally origi- | 
nated out of those views of French aggran- 

dizement, encroachment, and ambition, which | 
the papers in the hands of their Lordships dis- | 
closed.—His Lordship concluded by moving 
the address, in which an assurance was given 
to his Majesty of the conviction entertained 
by their Lordships of his sincere and anxious 
desire to preserve to his subjects the blessings 
of peace; their regret that these wishes had 
not been met by a corresponding disposition 
on the part of the French government; of the 
feeling of lively indignation with which they 
heard of the spirit of encroachment and am- 
bition which that government had, ever since | 
the conclusion of the treaty, manifested ; of | 
the reliance which his Majesty might have on 
the support of their Lordships in maintaining 
the just rights of his kingdom, the honour of 
his crown, and the security of his people. 


The Duke of CumBERLAND rose to se- 
cond the motion, which he did in a very ele- 
gant and impressive speech. His R. H. thought, 
that from the papers on the table the only 
question was, whether England was to conti- | 
nue a free and independent kingdom; as she | 
had existed for so many ages, or whether she 
was to sink into that state of degrading vassal- 
age to which many of the continental powers 
were now unhappily reduced? This was a 
question for which their Lordships and the | 
country had long been prepared by the con- 
stant proofs exhibited of the operation of | 
French ambition. If any evidence had been | 
wanting to establish the existence of this am- 
bition, by the papers on the table such evi- 
dence would have been abundantly supplied. 
Never, in his opinion, was a specific case of 
ambition and encroachment, inconsistent with | 
the independence of all other states, more | 
satisfactorily proved. Threatened then as the 
country was by a power to whose lust of do- 
minion there was no restraint and no end, he 
trusted that it would be animated by one ge- 
neral sentiment of patriotism. ‘The present 
was a moment, above all others, when cvery 
man was called upon to unite hand in hand, to | 
put his shoulder to the difficulties in which | 
the country was placed, and to make light of | 
all personal consideration, with the view of 
more effectually co-operating in the great | 
cause. We were not now called on to con- | 
tend for light objects, or indifferent and | 
Coubtful interests; our liberty, our religion | 
Was at stake. At this moment we were to | 








contend for all that is most valuable in civil | 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.—[May 23.] 


ject of procuring liberty. 





[1650 


It was hardly necessary for him to recall to the 
attention of their Lordships those times of 
civic dissension, which formerly desolated this 


fair land, and rendered the country a prey to 


every foreign invader. Firmness and unani- 
nimity were only wanting to enable us to tri- 
umph over every enemy, however formidable. 
The character of the First Consul of France 
could not be too often a subject of contem- 
plation. When he spoke of this personage, 
he meant to apply his observations merely to 
his character. Speaking then of him merely 
in this character, he must be permitted to say, 
that he considered him as the decided enemy 
of this country—and this was the only country 
which could stem the torrent of his insatiable 
thirst of dominion. Putting the most favour- 
able construction on his conduct, it could not 
be denied that he was a man whose friendship 
was dangerous, and even destructive. What, 
he desired their Lordships to consider, was 
was the present state of France? The French 
had given up their nobility and their wealth; 
they had seen their altars stripped of their ac- 
customed worship, and the rites of their re- 
ligion profaned; they had submitted to priva- 
tions of the most grievous kind: and all these 
sacrifices they had endured for the great ob- 
But had they ob- 
tained this liberty by all these painful exer- 
tions ? On the contrary, were they not now 
subiect to the most alling and the most igno- 
minious despotism? What was the situation 
of Holland, professedly under the protection 
of the First Consul? Was she not bending 
under the yoke, and deprived of all her an- 
cient energies? Did she not exhibit a humi- 
liating contrast from the picture she exhibited 
in the better times of her history? What was 
the view which Switzerland presented to the 
eye of humanity? Peace and tranquillity were 
driven from that region, which for ages they 
seemed to have taken up for their favourite 
abode ; and the mild virtues of a free and in- 
teresting people were contaminated by the 
pollution of French fraternity. But what had 
been the conduct of the First Consul to this 
country? Was there a single part of Europe 
where French influence had not been exerted 
to undermine and destroy the influence of this 
country? Was there any one effort omitted 
to create a prejudice to our disadvantage? 
He needed only, for the answers to these ques- 
tions, to refer their Lordships to the open and 
avowed exertions of the French government 
on the subject. Whatever obstruction our 
commercial! prosperity could meet with had 
been offered, with a degree of continued hos- 
tility which sufficiently manifested the dispo- 
sition of the French government to be essen- 
tially and irreconcilably hostile. But the views 
manifested by the French government with 
respect to Egypt were particularly worthy of 
attention. ‘The possession of that country 


society, for all that is most esteemed by men | had been avowed to be the object of peculiar 


Who have experienced the blessings of liberty. 
Vou. Ill, 


avidity; it did not require much political sa 
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gacity to point out the connexion betwixt the 
possession of Egypt, and the insecurity of 
our Eastern dominions. His R. H. took occa- 
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sion here particularly to refer to the conver- | 
sation of the aist of February, betwixt Buo- | 
naparté and our Ambassador, in which the | 
First Consul, with so little desire of conceal- | 
ment, discloses his certain prospect of the ul- | 


timate possession of Egypt. After shortly 
alluding to the atrocious and malignant accu- 
sation brought by the French government, 
that eminent public characters in this country 
were for encouraging assassination, which he 
reprobated in terms of very strong indigna- 
tion, his R. H. adverted to the claims set up 
by France for curtailing the liberty of the 
press, for dismissing emigrants from the en- 
joyment of that hospitality which had been 
their refuge when driven from their native 
Jand, and to the other propositions intended 
to introduce changes into our domestic sys- 
tem. He was confident that he spoke the sen- 
timents of every one of their Lordships, when 
he said that such attempts to dictate to the 
government of this free and independent coun- 
try were such as ought to be resisted with the 
utmost vigour. The First Consul was, in- 
deed, so much in the habit of dictating to 
dependant powers, and he had so completely 
established a system of absolute sway in France, 
that such requisitions, however firmly and in- 
dignantly they might be resisted, did not ex- 
cite much astonishment. Whole countries 
had, from the time that the treaty of peace 
was concluded, been annexed to France, and 
every new act of the government was a new 
ground of jealousy and alarm. This system 
of encroachment and ambition she had, in so 


many various ways, so unequivocally dis- | 


played, that forbearance became impossible, 
and a war on the part of this country had be- 
come the only means of preserving inviolate 
the free constitution which had been trans- 
mitted to us from our fathers as the price of 
their labours, their sufferings, and their blood. 
As this great inheritance had been received un- 
sullied and unpolluted, so he trusted that it 
would be handed down entire and unchanged 
to our children, who might, in their. turn, 
perpetuate its descent to distant times. After 
witnessing all the encroachments of French am- 
bition, was this country at last to fall a sacrifice 
to the ambition which knew no bounds? He 
would not for a moment detain their Lord- 
ships with such an unworthy idea. He trusted 
that the period would never come when our 
nobility would be overturned, when our con- 
stitution would be destroyed, the sanctuary of 
domestic virtue invaded, the altar of religion 
defiled. Then, indeed, would be the consumma- 
tion of national infamy, and the glory of Eng- 
land would be stranded in darkness never to be 


dispelled. Such a crisis could never approach, | was to be given up by this country 1 
if the people were true to themselves, and de- | months after the ra calf to $292 
termined, as he was confident they would be, ! He would not take on himse 

Ja resisting any foreiga invader. I they were | np circumstances might have 
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animated by a general sentiment of loyalty, if 


they discovered a proper degree of affectionate 
attachment to their Sovereign and their coun- 
try, we should continue what we had long 
been, the freest and happiest nation in Europe. 
It had been said in an official paper of the 
French government, that England, single- 
handed, could not contend against France. 
This was a sentiment, the fallacy of which 
the whole history of this country contra- 
dicted; and he trusted, that, when driven to 
hostilities by unprovoked insults and aggres- 
sions, we should never want an arm to check 
injustice, and to punish lawless ambition. 
His R. H. concluded his speech by again urging 
the necessity of unanimity, and expressing 
himself in decided terms in favour of the ad- 
dress, which, in his opinion, was most une- 
quivocally justified by the papers on the table. 


Earl Sranuore gave the Noble Lord who 
moved the address great credit for the fairness 
and the candour with which he had introduced 
it. There were not many of the propositions 
which he had laid down that he was at all dis- 
posed to controvert. On a few of the posi- 
tions, however, he should beg. leave to offer 
some observations. He trusted that their 
Lordships would unanimously be disposed to 
follow the wise and patriotic line of conduct 
which his R. H. who had just sat down, had 
so eloquently recommended. All party feel- 
ings and party distinctions would, he was con- 
vinced, be banished at a period so perilous as 
the present was, whether the nature of the 
contest, or the enemy with whom it was to 
be sustained, were to be considered. W - 
the great question was, in_what yess i 
country was to be most effectually saved, 2¢ 
conceived that moderation and mildness o 
temper ought to be the predominant -— ~ 
of opinion. So much convinced was he wth . 
propriety of this, that in the observations 
which he had now to offer, he should no 
consider himself at all as debating in Par “4 
ment, but rather as giving sentence In a judi 
cial proceeding. He should Sperrfore vou 
your to keep his mind as free from the nl 
ence of passion or prejudice as if he “ ore 
ciding on an impeachment in W on “4 
Hall. In doing this, he should ae 
state what the real differences betwixt t so 
countries were ; and in his description of t “4 * 
differences he should take as little as at a 
from his own recollection, and * ss she 
possible from the papers on the table. evar’ 
to2d page of the Correspondence, 4 DY that 
tion was brought forward by wre uae 
Malta should remain in the Nancas t seve 
try for ten years, and it was hard et agree 
for him to remind their Lordships, thats “6°” 
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rendered the non-execution of the stipulation | nate states of Europe were virtually under her 
highly proper and highly expedient. Whether | control, and any formal cession was merely a 


such circumstances did occur, was the great 
subject for examination at the present mo- 
ment. Now, with reference to the possession 
of Malta, it was of consequence to ascer- 
tain whether Ministers had always represented 
it as the grand object of dispute betwixt the 
two governments. In paper 83 of the Corre- 
spondence, he found that the acceptance of a 
projet relative to Malta would, according to 
the representation of a Noble Secretary of 
State (Lord Hawkesbnry), remove one of the 
most material of the difficulties existing be- 
tween the two governments. For himself, he 
was ready to confess, that there was an object 
much dearer to his heart than the possession 
of Malta, anportant as he considered it. This | 
was the maintenance of the constitution and | 
the liberties of his country. One single iota 
of those liberties and that constitution he 
would on no account consent to relinquish ; 
and any attack on them, on the part of a fo- 
reign power, he would consider as a ground 
of war, on which no possible diversity of opi- 
nion could prevail. He did not think, that in 
the principle on which the retention of Malta 
was required, Ministers were justified. Their 


nominal, not a real accession of power. But 


} . . 
he begged their Lordships to consider what 
| was the decrease and influence of power which 


the French government had sustained in other 
parts of the world. Did their Lordships bear 
in mind, that, since the signature of the defi- 
nitive treaty, the important colony of St. Do- 
mingo, a colory, in point of real value and 
importance, superior to all the other French 
possessions in the West Indies, had been lost 


‘to France? In stating the debtor and creditor 


side of the account, this was a circumstance 
deserving of peculiar attention. His Lord- 
ship, in this part of his argument, took 0. ca- 
sion to refer to the exertion of a well-known 
society at Paris (Les Amis des Noirs ), who, 
with the most philanthropic views, had esta 
blished a system as applicable to the Blacks in 


‘the West Indies, which, if carried into full 


effect, might have been productive of the most 
serious consequences. ‘The negroes might 
have been conciliated and effectually trained 
to arms. A numerous and formidable body 


of soldiers might have been employed in at- 


argument was, that because, since the signa- | 
the most respectable authorities it had been 


ture of the definitive treaty, France had re- 
ceived a considerable accession of power, 


therefore England was required to hold Maita | 
by way of additional security. To such a_ 


principle as this he never could give his appro- 
pation. He would put a case to the candour 


of their Lordships, from which some idea | 
' whole West India povsessions might have been 


might be formed of the principle which Mi- 
nisters set up in defence of the retention of 
Malta. Supposing that Cuba had, during the 


intermediate period, been ceded to this coun- , 


try by Spain, or Sicily by the King of Naples, 


What would any of their Lordships think if. 
Buonapaté had come to this country with | 


a demand fer additional security in conse- | 
quence of this cession? Was there a single in- | 
dividual, having a drop of English blood in 
his bosom, who would not have indignantly 
spurned at such a requisition ? How then were 
Ministers to be justified in the principle which 
they had laid down for the retention of Malta? 
S it appeared to him, the whole of their ar- 
gument fell to the ground. But he was ready 
to admit, for the sake of argument, the prin- 
ciple which Ministers seemed 60 anxious to 
establish, and all that he had to require on his | 
part was, that if their proposition was true in | 
principle, they would have no objeetion to his 
contending that it ought to be equally true in 
pomt of fact. With this understanding he | 
should contend, that, instead of the power of 
France being augmented since the peace, it 
had been materially decreased. In Europe it 
might indeed be said, that it had been in- | 
creased ; but this was a necessary consequence 
of antecedent events. Afier the batties of 








/ 


Marengo and Hohenlinden, all the subordi- 


| Egypt. 


tempting a descent on some one or other of 
our West India islands. Jamaica itself might 
have fallen in a warfare so conducted. On 


stated, that ships with quantities of ammuni- 
tion, and a proportionate number of troops, 
might have been landed in some one of our 
islands before such an event could be antici. 
pated, and the most disastrous consequences 
might have ensued. The existence of our 


exposed to the most imminent peril; but now 
all this danger had entirely disappesred. By 
the unwise conduct of the First Consul, tor 
whatever was contrary to the rights of man 
he must always consider unwise, a system of 
extermination had been pursued, by which 


to madness, and France was deprived ot one 
of the richest and the fairest colonics of the 
world, But Ministers, after all cubis, still ree 
verted to the views of Buonaparté respecting 
Putting this question fairly and can- 
didly, he wished to ask thcir Lordships, whe 
ther it was meant to be insinuated that the 
predilection of Buonaparté for Egypt was any 
thing novel? Was it not well enough ascei- 
tained, that the possession of it was oi of 
his most favourite objects? Did he not, for 
the accomplishment of this object, sacrifice 
one of the bravest armies that ever followed 
the fortunes of a favourite general? Becau:e 
the First Consul had at one time expressed a 
very strong inclination to cbtain possession of 
Egypt, he did not think that this was a suffi- 
cient ground for the retention of Malta, in the 
way n which it was by M nisters proposed to 
be retained.. He desired their Lordships +o 
reflect on this circumstance, that a favoura’.e 
change might be inwonares into the sciti- 
Tt. 
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ments and views of the First Consul. He had 
not shiwn himself to be guided by any sys- 
tematic or invariable principles. It was im- 
possible, from what he had done to-day, to 
calculate what he would do to-morrow. This 
m'ght, with some persons, be a ground of cen- 
sure; but he liked the First Consul the better 
for this disposition. There appeared to him, 
his Lordship argued, something laughable in the 
whole of the arrangements relative to the reten- 
tion of Malta. The ultimatum of Ministers 
was, that Malta should remain in our possession 
for ten years. Now he would beg to know 
what was the object of such arrangement ? 
Was there any thing mystcrious in having 
Ma‘a in our possession by a bond for ten 
years? He should wish to be informed, whe- 
ther any important national advantage could 
result from it? After the ten years were ex- 
pired, were the ambitious views of Buona- 
parte to be moderated? Was he to divest him- 
self of all the qualities which were now the 
objects of anxiety and alarm? He certainly 
eniertained no sort of doubt of the views of 
the French government respecting Egypt, and 
he would be the last man in the world to deny 
that, with a view to the security of our East- 
ern domintons, the possession of Egypt by 
France was certainly an event most earnestly 
to be deplored. He differed, however, from 
Ministers on this point in the most decided 
manner. He differed from them on the sim- 
ple principle, that Malta ought to be kept in 
perpetuity by this country. But how had 
Ministers conducted the discussion? Their 
conduct, as he had before hinted, was ridicu- 
lous in the highest degree. It appeared in 
page 110 of the Correspondence, in a dis- 
patch dated as near to the present day as the 
r2th of May, thaf at the time when Lord 
Whitworth was preparing to set out from 
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parties, what they respectively. wanted? He 
should make an equitable adjustment,. and 
leave them to settle the difference. But Mi-~ 
nisters did not rest their case with Malta. 
They had a lone s‘niag of complaints against 
the French gov::ament, respecting the cur- 
tailment of the hbcriy of the press, the dis. 
missal of emigrants, and the seditious publi. 
cations of bishops. The insolence of Buona- 
parté, in requiring these concessions to his 
haughty demands, had been made a subiect 
of very general complaint. He was ready to 
declare, that after having perused the pa- 
pers with the greatest possible attention, he 
saw no proof of his insolence in the corre- 
spondence betwixt the two governments. If 
the French government really required that 
the liberty of the press should be curtailed, 
that the freedom of discussion in Loth Houses 
of Parliament should be |:muited, then he de- 
clared that Ministers ought to have insisted on 
an immediate and distinct explanation. If 
the answer of the French government was not 
satistactory, what was to be the concuct pur- 
sued by Ministers? They ought to have re- 
called our Minister that day, and on the suc- 
ceeding day our cannon cught to have roared 


| to avenge the insult offcred to the national 





honour. He scarcely thought it necessary for 
him to declare his attachment to the liberty ot 
the press. There was no constitutional pri- 


: . : > attar 1. 
| vilege to which he was more strongly attached; 


he had even written a pamphlet in its defence; 
it was a privilege which he would suirencer 
only with his life. But while he-was an-advo- 
cate for the liberty of the press, he was not 
to stand up for its licentiousness. He gave 
the Noble Lord who opened the discussion 


veces wit 
credit for the candour avd the openness W! h 


Paris, M. Talleyrand brought forward a pro- | 


position, holding out a prospect of allowing 
consideration. The answer to this proposi- 
tion was of a very simple description. Lord 
Whitworth solicited for his passports, and 
left Paris without any explanation. This he 
cou'd not help thinking contrary to all the 
wisest maxims of policy. It appeared to him, 


; ; : vas | oye a ee ye enters 
indeed, to violate the plainest principles of | ships what were the views which he 


common sense. In jucging of this question, 
he thought that he could not have a better 
criterion of judgment, than by putting him- 


Acting in this capacity, if he were called-‘on 
to decide on the differences of two indivi- 
duals, he should begin by ascertaining what 
were the particular objects to which they re- 
spectively laid claim. If he found that the 
claims of both referred to the same object, 
his arbitration might then appear fruitless. If; 
however, he found, on the contrary, that their 
wishes were directed to different aed uncon- 
nected objects, the task of arbitration would 


become easy. He should in this case ask tue | over unnoticed; they coptinue 


which he had spoken on the subject. Phe 


Noble Lord allowed that he had seen oe 
late publications of a most mischievous ten¢ 


“ . c ° . 7. } Ve 
'ency. This he could say from his own knov 
us to retain Malta in perpetuity for a valuable | 


ledge—some of these publications were indeed 
of a nature which could not be justified a4 
any principle of regard to the iights of an 
pendent states. It was of great importa a 
that the liberty of the press, as it ought to Ie 
exercised, should be clearly and accurately 
defined. He wished to state to their Lora- 


° r a twixt 
tained on the subject. The criterion iat 
7 _ ‘ ry ,iWue 
what was false, scandalous, and scar ’ 


= ‘t to 
| was what would be tolerated with respect 
seli in the supposed situation of an arbitrator. | 


! 
| 
i 
| 
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; 
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' criminal to apply to the cenduct of 


r . not 

the Ministers of the Crown. What ge 

i hei luct, it was untae’ 
be applied to their concuct, the first 
; sig point 

o . 2c 3k Vat 
magistrates of other countries. On — a ‘ 
he thought the First Consul of ee appear 
right to complain, because it does nie cpatt 
that any specific case of insolence oe lished. 
of the government of France was pean 
The plain objection against a remor- 

that they did not make a specih« 
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about Malta, and they have no ground now | 
to hold up these as real grounds for war. His 

Lordship next touched upon the armaments 
described in the ports of France and Holland, 
alluded to in his Majesty’s first message. Here 
he thought the matter lay in a very narrow 
compass. Ministers asserted the existence of 
armaments, Without producing even an intima- 
tion of preparations. The French government 
denies the assertion of Ministers, and appeals 
to facts in support of their assertion. The 
defence on this point was what the public 
anxiously looked for on as early a day as pos- 
sible. His Lordship, atter a tew more obser- 
vations, concluded by saying that he should 
vote against the address, as it was now 
formed, whatever his sentiments of indigna- 
tion Were against French ambition. Before he 
sat down, he paid some high compliments to 
a R.. Hon. Gent. (Mr. Addington), whose up- 
rightness of couduct demanded the highest ap- 
probauon. He was confident of that Rt. Hon 

Gent.’s sincere desire of peace, and thought 
that even still an effort might be made to 
maintain the continuance of tranquillity be- 
twixt the governments. 





The Duke of CLARENCE rose, and said, that 
he was one of those who had voied for peace, 
and Asse sported his Majesty’s Ministers in exe- 
culing the treaty of ees because he had 
see veG ihe generai-wish jor peace: on that 
account, he accorded ese it, though he must | 
ackuowledge- he never thought it could be 
la ting; and he would add, that he was consi- 
derably disappointed when he heard it was 





Signed. But under existing circumstances he | 
hac no doubt that Ministers had done the best 


forthe counuy. After having read over many | : 


of the articles, and commented on them with 
great judgment and perspicuity, he called their 
Lordships’ attention to Malta, which he im- 
pressively stated would be a place of defence, 
and not of oitcnce, in the hands of Great Bri- 
tain; but in the posses ion of France, it would 
necessarily lead to the most dangerous conse- 
quences: from Toulon a squadron may sail to 
Malta, from Malta to E gypt, and from Egypt 
to our Eastern possessions. ‘The Noble Ear] 
(Stanhope) said, that, by the conduct of the 
First Consul himself, St. Domingo was lost to 
France. He thought differently ; and was of 
Opinion that France lost St. Domingo through 
this country, which had lately opened its eyes 
to the designs of a few desperate men. It was 
in consequence of his Majesty’s message of 
the gth of March, that it might be said to the 
French government, You shall not have St. 
Domingo, You shall not have Louisiana, or | 
the Floruias: and to her ally the Batavian re- 
ee I would say, You shall not have the 
Cape of Good Hope, you shall not have but 
What Great Britain pleases to give you. But, 





my Lords, 1 will declare to you, that, not- | 
withstanding my wish to see my country 
ascend in the scale of Europe, I would not | 


wish to see France put down. I do think that 
for the sake of preserving a balance and se- 
curing Lberty there should be a species of 
rivalry. 1 only wish that Eugland may assert 
her: self, and correct the insolence of France, 
who, whether at peace or war, will always be 
the enemy of this country. Having said thus 
much, he would no longer trespass on their 
Lordships’ patience, but give his cordial supe 
port to the address. 


Lord Mutcrave. The present subject, 
which involves both the interest and independ- 
ence of Great Britain, is of too much import- 
ance not to excite the feelings and commandthe 
most serious consideration of every Englishe 
man. Before | proceed farther, I will return 

thanks to his Majesty’s Ministers for their for- 
bearance, for their conciliatory spirit, and for 
their estimation.of the feelings of this House 
and of the country. I will follow their example, 
and abstain trom any comments that would 
irritate or provoke, because I think it beneath 
the dignity of the House to express its feelings 
upon the insults offered by France, on the 
course of her ambition, and upon her varrous 
aggressions. I shall notice part of the speech 
ot a Noble Earl (Stanhope), which was one of 
the most extraordinary I have ever heard. If 
in his own person he wished to provoke a dee 
bate in the House, he could not resort to more 
effectual means than his expression of English 
sentiments and French partiality. ‘The Noble 
Earl would give up Guernsey and Jersey to the 
lirst Consul for Malta; he would yield the 
possession of those islands for the basest of 
purposes—he would barter them in order to 
appease the French government; he would 
surrender up their inhabitants, whose loyalty 
to his Maiesty, and attachment to this coun- 
try, 1s unquestionable. Having read the nee 
gotiation, my Lords, with close attention, as 
I am sure each of you has, I will ask, whether 
the state of affairs, whether circumstances be- 

ing maturely weighed, it ought not to be matter 
of exultation that the treaty of Ami ens no 
longer exists? I was one of those who wished 
for peace, and deprecated war as the greatest 
of calamities; but I have considered the roth 
article of the treaty of Amiens as incapable of 
execution in its real sense and spirit; but as it 
has been signed, and as the honour of his Mae 
jiesty and of the country is committed, it 
ought to be adhered to. Yes, my Lords, 
a treaty should be sacred. But if one of the 
contracting parties departs from it, then the 
other is no longer bound. I would ask you, 
my Lords, I would ask my country, and all 
Europe, whether there were not dispositions 
manifested, whether acts of hostility were not 
committed by the French government, which 
violated the treaty, and justified this country 
in demanding security against the gigantic 
strides of its-insatiable ambition? It is ime 
possible, from the purview of this treaty, and 
of the circumstances attending :t, that it can 
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eontinue any longer. [Let me call your atten-! Pope, my Lords, in past ages, might have 


tion, my Lords, to the soth article of the 
treaty of Amiens, and consider it in every point 
of view. How has the French government 
acted in conformity to the spirit and meaning 
of it?) Why, my Lords, on the r1th of Sep- 
tember 1802, Piedmont was annexed to France, 
Js this, my Lords, a dagatelle? Piedmont is 
a country of greater importance than is ge- 
nerally supposed; its resources are great for 
its extent ; and its productions abundant. We 
know that its princes, supported by the ar- 
dour of the people, served as a counterpoise 
against Austria ia former wars; and shail we 
admit as a mere dagatelle, that the resources 
of a country capable of being dangerous, in 
the hands of France, against Germany, and 
consequently against Europe, at present shall 
be so cmployed—shall we coasider this as a 
bagaiclle ?—** Ces sont Jes bagatelles.”? Is not 
this a reason why this couniry should demand 
explanation and additional security in conse- 
quenee of the annexation of this valuable ter- 
ritory? ‘The Helvetic repuolic was to have 
been independent, it was to have the power of 
Jegislating for itself—but sce it reduced to the 
vassalage of France, trodden upon by her 
armies, and obliged to accept a constitution. 
What is the state of Holland? Compelled to 
feed and pay the armies of its great ally and 
protector, it groans under the weight of its 


slavery. What are we to understand by sla- 
very? Ifa country cannot act in conformity 


to its own wishes, if it cannot legislate for itself, 
if it should be obliged to give up, when called 
upon, every thing it possesses, under the pre- 
tence of friendship, to an ambitious and power- 
ful neighbour—what is this but slavery? And 
such is the condition of Holland, or, as it is 
nick-named, the Batavian republic. Can she 
be distinguished in any respect from France? 
Is she not completely prostrated? I do there- 
fore call upon you, my Lords, to say, whe- 
ther the aggregate, at least of the ambitious 
and domineering acts of the French govern- 
ment in Europe, and its views respecting Asia 
and India, should not be well weighed; and 
before I would commence on this occasion, I 
should weigh the conclusion very deliberately. 
But, my Lords, the conclusion is most clear 
and decisive, and his Majesty’s Ministers have 
declared, that notwithstanding the many in- 
citements to irritation ard hostility they had 
received, stillthat they preferred the blessings 
of peace, consistently with the dignity of the 
Crown, and the honour and welfare of the 
country, to every other consideration, and did 
ingenuously profess an intention to execute 
the treaty of Amiens. But in the purview of 
this treaty the independence of Malta was to 
be guarantied; a Grand Master was to be 
appointed—by whom ?—By the langues, and 
to be confirmed by the Pope. View this sub- 


ject in its proper point of view, my Lords; the 
Grand Master was to be confirmed in his situ- 
}he guarantee of the 


ation, by the Pope. 


) 


| papal power. 





been sufficient security, when he could say 
to one power, You shall submit to my mane 
date, or I will excommunicate you, and ab. 
solve all your subjects from their allegiance,— 
But without dweiling on the pewer of the Pope 
in former ages, what is his power at present ? 
Is he not the vassal of the French republic ? 
Is he not the instrument of its ambition? Is 
he not ali things unto all men, when the Con- 
sul commands? But, my Lords, there is 
somewhat extraordinary in the history of the 
langues of Malta. I shall instance one, in or- 
der_to shew the insecurity of any treaty that 
might be subject to its ratification, as far as 
the articles respecting it may be extended. 
“* A Grand Master had ofiended the langues: 
in consequence, as they thought they had a 
night to do, they suspended him; he appealed 


| to the Pope, who remonstrated, but in vain; 


the Grand Master, appointed by the langues, 
continued in his office until death.”” This, my 
Lords, is an historical and unequivocal proof 
of the hostility of the knights of Malta to the 
It is evident, under the circum- 
stances of the present case, that the Pope 
cannot be a sufficient guarantee for the inde- 
pendence of Malta; without power, without 
territory, without even spiritual influence, 
what security can be afforded by him to the 
British empire? I shall now, my Lords, call 
your attention to Colonel Sebastiani’s Report ; 
a Report which was given officially, but was it 
given in the spirit of commercial rivalry? No, 
my Lords; disregarding the ties by which both 
countries ought to be united, he proceeds on his 
expedition. He passes from Africa to Asia; he 
visits Ghezar Pacha, as he acknowledges at the 
risk of his life ; so anxious was he to perform his 
employer’s mission. Having made his arrangte 
ments and impressions in that quarter, he pro- 
ceeded to the Ionian islands, in which, having 
ascertained his influence, he informs the First 
Consul that the inhabitants will be ready at any 
favourable opportunity toshake off the yoke. In 
this view of the subject can it be said, that Buo- 
naparté has executed the treaty of Amiens! No, 
my Lords: conformably to it, the independence 
of the Ionian islands was secured. Conform- 
ably to its stipulations, the integrity of the 
Turkish empire was to be confirmed ; but how 
does it accord with the mission of ppc’ 
Surely not, my Lords. But allow me to 0 , 
serve on the conversation of the First oe 
with Lord Whitworth—f[ Here the Noble Lor 
recited the conversation from the printed p2- 
pers. |} —Under these circumstances apts 
to ask, whether we are declaring war again’ 
France, ‘or France against us? Are ye tes 
grounds at least, my Lords, of TTT eat 
And why should Great Britain for an A But 
hesitate to bring the point to an Issue* sarat 
consider this subject a little farther. ope F 
ing over the pages of the negotiation, : ae 
note from M. Otto, requesting to sene 2° 
from this country the princes, bishop 
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other emigrants, who had sacrificed their com- | the two countries to cherish the strictest uniom 


forts, their property, their connexions, and, | 


in fine, all that was dear to them, to their | 


honour and principks. The Government of 
this country was called upon to banish them, 
to refuse them the rites of hospitality, and 
eject them from us as outcasts of society, 
doomed to encounter the horrors of degrada- 
tion, poverty, and perhaps persecution. But, 
my Lords, what language is this? Is it not 


speaking to the Government of this country, | 
as to the King of Naples? Is it not command- | 
ing us in a manner to succumb to the yoke, | 
| indeed he was at liberty to contemplate the 


and bear the iron rod? 
to be under the 
Q’Connor, “ shorn, and to the quick indecd.” 
But he goes farther; he calls upon you to de- 
stroy the palladium of our liberties; he de- 
mands that we shall regulate it in a manner 
unknown in this country. Talleyrand, the 


Then we may expect 


proconsulate of Arthur | 


regulator of the affairs of Europe, tells us we | 


shall do so; and Buonaparteé, the regulator- 
gencral of the universe, demands Malta for 
himself, What sort of conduct is this from 
one independent country to another? 
now to apologize to the House for trespassing 
so long on its patience; but I hope I shall be 
excused, on an occasion of this kind, for in- 


I have | 


| 


and alliance. Nevertiiciess he was happy that 
the guarantee of Russia was not to be attached 
to an arrangement i every Way so inadequate 
to the object it had in view. It was in fact 
most advantageous for Russia that Malta 
should be under the protection of Great Bri- 
tain. It was Great Britain alone which, by its 
naval superiority, by its capacity to avail itself 
of the harbours and naval station of Malta, 
was calculated to be the custodier of Malta. 
Every other plan for its protection and its ine 
dependence was tutile and inadequate. Now 


possibility of realizing an object of so much 
importance as the settlement of Malta under 
British protection. Weil did he remember 
the melancholy moments he had passed, when, 
after reading the definitive treaty, he found 
Malta exposed to so much danger of falling 
into the hands of a power that would employ 
it for our destruction. The importance of 
that island had long appeared to him to be 
very great, and Europe had in the most deci- 
sive instances witnessed it. By means of Malta 
it was that the French had attacked and made 


| themselves masters of Egypt. By Malta it was 


dulging a little in English feeling and English | 


sentiments, arising from a wish to preserve 
eur constitution, our liberty, and our rights. 


Lord MELVILLE rose to give his hearty 
concurrence to the address which had been 
moved by the Noble Lord; and in pledging 
himself to support his Majesty in the mainte- 
nance of the just rights and interests of the 
country, he begged leave to explain, in a few 
words, the sentiments he entertained upon 
this important subject. In alluding to what 
had been said respecting Malta, he observed, 


; - 
that the question was now freed from much | 


of the difficulty and perplexity in which it had 
been involved. He rejoiced most heartily that 
nobody could stand up to deny that the roth 
article of the treaty of Amiens was totally in- 
capable of being carried into execution. He 


congratulated the House, he congratulated the | 


country, that it was so incapable of being 
executed; nay, he thought it matter of con- 
gratulation that the French, by their obstinacy, 
had prevented avy new and adequate arrange- 


ment for the independence of Malta from be- | 
ing substituted in the room of that which cir- | 


cumstances had so completely rendered im- 
Practicable. What indeed would have been 


the situation of Malta with all its guarantees? | 


Was the guarantee of Spain, of Prussia, of 
France, to be relied upon? It would not be 
Pretended that such securities were of any 





! 
| 
| 
| 
| 


that we had been enabled to recover that pos- 
session. If Malta remained in our hands, it * 
was impossible that all the efforts of France, 
that all the armaments she could send forth, 
could obtain possession of Egypt, while we, 
with a superior navy, had the opportunity of 
availing ourselves of the harbours of Malta. 
Malta, therefore, was to be considered as of 
infinite importance to the strengthening and 
security of our empire in India. He consider- 
ed it as a great tower erected in the Mediter- 
ranean, on which the flag of Great Britain, 
displayed and floating, would hold forth an 
invitation to the people of the Mediterranean, 
of the Adriatic, and of the Levant seas, to 
rally round it, and to avail themselves of the 
protection of this country. It therefore was 
subject of congratulation, that, without any 
charge upon our good faith, an opportunity 
had occurred in which the soth article of the 
treaty of Amiens could not be executed. As 
we were now going to war, and as Malta 
formed one of the main objects of the war, he 
wished that its value should be fully understood, 
and that we should likewise keep in view the 
necessity of availing ourselves of ats advantages 
to the utmost. He hoped to hear no more of the 
Order being restored; or oi the independence 


| of the island being in any*manner guarantied, 


While Great Britain was able to keep a supe- 


rior flect in the harbours of Malta, in the proe 


tection of Great Britain it would be securg. 
It was evicent how po interests depended 


. avail, The only guarantee of importance, and | upon the retention o ‘Malta; were we then to 


which could have any efficacy, was that of | give up that possession which was so esyential 

ussia, in conjunction with Great Britain. He | to thase interests? If, then, we were going 
spoke of the importance of Russia in such an | to war for Malta, it was an object to animate 
atrangement with the greatest satisfaction, for | the courage and reward the achievements of 


he considered it mutually for the interest of | our fects and armies. We should go to war, 
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therefore, upon this ground as a broad ques- 
tion both of right and of general policy. In 
this view it was matter of congratulation that 
Malta was to be considered as a British object. 
We had now got rid of any consideration of 
the knights of St. John. What was the situa- 
of those knights when we obtained possession 


of the island? They had degraded and over- | 


thrown their Order by an act of perfidy; nor 
could they be restored without the severest 
injury to the people of the island. The Order 
had become odious to the Maltese by the act 
of treachery by which they had put them un- 
der the government of France, and it was 
doubtful whether the Maltese would not have 
deemed themselves less unfortunate in being 
transferred to France than being again placed 
under the command of an Order which they 
had so much reason to hate and to distrust. 
Besides, it was to be considered that we went 
to the aid of the Maltese, previously engaged 
in the reduction of the French; and it was 
greatly against the wishes of the people that 
the Order was to be reinstated upon any terms. 
We ought therefore to secure to the Maltese a 
wise and suitable form of civil government, to 
be enjoyed by them under the protection of 
the British power. This object ought to be 
prosecuted and settled without any delay, so 
that whenever any new negotiation should be 
set on foot, we might be enabled to say that 
the people of Malta, under a form of govern- 
ment agreeable to their wishes, were now 
established under the protection of Great Bri- 
tain. He wished it to be understood that he 
considered the retention of Malta for ever to 
be a most essential object, and one to which, 
in the relative circumstances of France and 
this country, we were fully entitled to prose- 
cute by war. In voting for the address we 
therefore voted our concurrence in the war, of 
which that was the principal object. The 
attainment of it would be of the utmost 
benefit to all the states of the Levant, and 
under our protection alone Malta could be 
rendered independent and happy. 


The Duke of Ricumonp said, that he con- 
sidered the demands made by Ministers in the 
ultimatum which closed the negotiation as not 
adequate motives for going to war; and that 
he did not consider the possession of Malta 
for ten years, or the island of Lampedosa, as 
sufficient grounds for war. 


The Marquis of LAnspowneE said, that he 
was to cons'der the grounds of war stated in 
the Declaration which had been published as 
the real grounds of war, and was not to draw 
in any rumours to swell out the case. With 
respect to Holland, it was known at the time 
when the treaty of Amiens was concluded, 
that Holland was entirely in the power of 
France. Switzerland, though an interesting 
part of Europe, lay too remete to be greatly 
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| assisted by the friendship of Great Britain It 
was an object which more properly belonged 
to the House of Austria. Parma and Placentia 
_ were likewise objects remote from us, and not 
| fully within the sphere of our political in 


fluence. Russia, it was said, had espoused 


the cause of the King of Sardinia. Was not 
Russia a power able to support his rights with 
effect? The maintenance of his interests, 
therefore, did not immediately call for our in- 
terposition. The Report of Sebastiani was 
stated among the causes of the war. It cer- 
tainly was true that this publication contained 
much that was offensive in the- manner, but 
surely there was nothing new in the nature of 
such a Report. Had it not been usual for every 
country to send persons to inquire into the 
situation of other countries with which they 
were connected? Had not France sent per- 
| sons of that description to this country, and 
we, on the other hand, similar persons to 
France? As to views of ambition, it might be 
true that the First Consul was ambitious. But 
who in such a situation would not be actuated 
by views of ambition? Was it to be expected 
that, in the situation of France and of Europe, 
all views of ambition should be extinguished 
in the breast of the First Consul ? -He was far 
‘from approving the whole of that person’s 
character. No honest man, he believed, could 
| approve of his conduct. Yet it was not be- 
cause the First Consul had developed views ot 
‘ambition that we ought to conclude that he 
intended to go to war with us. Our business 
however was, not to allow ourselves to be 
hurried away by disapprobation of the First 
Consul’s measures, or by an exaggerated alarm 
at his ambition, but to follow a steady course 
of national policy. Malta certainly was an 
object of importance ; but he doubted whether 
it was of that immense importance attached 
to it by Lord Melville. About five years ago, 
he understood that an offer was made by the 
Grand Master of the Order, to this country, 
on certain conditions; but it was not thought 
advisable by the cabinet to accept the offer. 
But granting it to be of value, was it necessary 
to go to war for it, when, perhaps, by skilful 
negotiation we might have obtained it? His 
Lordship concluded with some other observa- 
tions which we did not hear. , 





The Duke of Norrork remarked, that " 
had been stated as subject of congratulations 
that we had made a treaty which could not 
and ought not to be fulfilled. ‘Tins, op ee 
was to expose the national faith, which rei 
us to fulfil contracts, though it might be o 
vered that we might have made a better ate t 
In his Grace’s opinion, if the roth rate ie 
treaty of Amiens couid have been put un he 
guarantee of the powers mentioned an 2 
cularly Russia, we should have had as out 
security for the peace as the circumstan 
Europe would permit. He still b 
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some means might be discovered for maintain- 
ing peace, and he thought that if any oppor- 


tunity should offer, it ought to be embraced. | 
At the same time, if we are to go to war, he | 


was confident that every Englishman would 
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that it was a war to redress all our wrongs and 
to repel all our dangers. It was not a war 
merely for Lampedosa, as a Noble Duke 


| the object of the war? He would say broadly 


' (Richmond) had said, though, as the Noble 


yoin heart and hand in repelling the attack of a | 


foreign enemy attempting to invade the coun- 
try. The address did not entirely meet his 

wished that it should state that 
e would see with satisfaction his Ma- 
ty avail himself of any opening, either by 


megotiation or mediation, calculated to avoid 


the necessity of war. 


rd MFLVILLE was anxious to explain 
he did not state that it would have been 
oper nut Lo execute the roth article of the 


uiecd, but he thought that since circumstances 


Duke might have looked to that object asa 
fruitful subject of future fortification, he ought 
not to have held it so despicable. We were 


‘going to war not for such inferior considerae 


tions, but the greatest stake of civil society— 


‘for every thing which an independent nation 


in wa.ch this counury had no concera had | 


rendered its execution impossible, a new ne- 
fotration suitable to the chavge of circum- 
stances was.to be entered upon, and therefore 
he considered the country justified in retaining 
Malta. 

Lord Kine said, that thouch the situation 
of Europe, and the power of France, were 
such as to be 2larming to this country, he did 
not see that the present moment was favourable 
for attempting to redress what was wrong. 
Single-handed, we never could make any great 
impression on France; nor could the capture 
of her colonies seriously reduce her power. 
¥rance was not made up of various, separate, 
end detached settlements. Nor did her re- 
sources depend so much on distant colonies, 


or foreign commerce. France was a great ter- | ; 
" ’ should be employed to that end. Upon taking 


ritorial and military power, and therefore 
not to be materially repressed by a power of a 
different description, like that of England. 


fits Lordship, therefore, greatly doubted the | : ke 
n ‘ ' has continued in the same state as when the 


prudence of going to war at this juncture with- 


out an immediate and pressing necessity. He | ‘4. with Atma thas ¢) : 
: | ten ani ith same vaste ' ' " 
considered the war now entered upon as a war | [CEP Sale, WI GME VIGICUIC, HSL US THOME 


for correcting the errors of the treaty of Amiens. 
Malta was an important object, but he did 
not think it worth being purchased at the ex- 
pense of awar. He therefore wished that al 
wipe i. ; ~~ tase mA * 4 2 wt 
means for eilecting peace might not be aban- 
7 ee . “a ‘ < 

Coned. For this purpose he proposed an 
Amend mor ° » <7 = 7 . 
amendment, the object of which was to leave 


Out the greater part of the address, and to | 


substitute some new paragraphs, the purport 
of which was, that the House would see with 
Satisfaction that his Majesty should listen to 
any farther offgr of amicable settlement, con- 


sistent with the honour and interests of the | 


eountry. 


Lord Etrekrorovcu said, it had been 


could prize—ior the right of legislating for 
ourselves, which the enemy had proposed to 
submit to the standard of their arbitrary prine 
ciples. He trusted, however, that such vae 
luable privileges we should never abandon té 


: ee a ; ‘the dictates of any sovereign, whether lawful 
treaty OF AMicns; 1 could have been exe- | 
c 


or usurping, or to any mass of men however 
formidable in power. His Lordship alluded 
with the highest praise to the note of Lord 
Hawkesbury, in answer to M. Otto’s note, 
and said, that it entitled Ministers to the thanks 
and gratitude of the country. It was neces- 
sary to consider, whether the war was just; 
for unless that was sound, all the rest was 
hollow. But he contended, that for Malta 
alone, independent of other circumstances, we 
had a just ground for war. The roth article 
of the treaty could not be carried into execus 
tion. The Order was degraded by the con- 
fiscation of their revenues; the guarantees 
' were withheld, so that it could not be exe. 
cuted. By every principle both of the law of 
nations and of common law, it was necessary 
to execute the contract as nearly in the spirit 
and sense, if not in the form intended. But 
it was necessary too that time and conference 


up the treaty on the ground of its being im- 
practicable, France could not with justice 


demand the evacuation of Malta, since nothing 


former arrangement was concluded. It had 
nation of the new Grand Master of Malta was 
left to the Pope. But was not the nomination 
of the Pope, from a list presented by the cabi- 
net of Russia, as likely to be satisfactory as the 


‘choice of the priories, cuch as they are now 


constituted? and besides, that arrangement was 
agreed to before the hostile and ambitious views 
of the First Consul were developed. But since 
it had been shewn that Malta was of the ut 
‘most importance to the preservation of the 
interests of this country, could it be expected 
that Malta should be given up after Sebastiani’s 
|Report furnished us with such decisive inform- 
‘ation of his intentions? In his conversation 
iwith Lord Whitworth, on the oth of February, 
‘the First Consul informed us that he had 


asked, where were the causes that justified our | 25,000 men which might have been sent to 


going to war? He would answer, that if we 


Egypt, and the hint gave sufficient cone 


had not at present adequate justification of ‘that some other of the 500,000 men he boaste 


war, he knew not what insults, provocations, 

or dangers.could justify Christian men in ap- 

= Vor 7 the laws of self-defence. What was 
OL. I, 


| purpose. 


to have in arms might be converted to that. 
Besides, the aggrandizement of 
France since the peace entitled us to new Ste 
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curities and compensation. By the law of na- 
ture and nations even an aggrandizement, by 
succession or otherwise, might have been 
ground of jealousy and suspicion; but when 
that aggrandizement had been obtained by 


violence and injustice, it could no longer be | 
doubted that we were entitled to make new | 


demands. His Lordship then alluded to the 
seizure of British vessels on the most frivolous 
pretences. He likewise dwelt upon the con- 
duct of France to Switzerland. He denied 
that the proposal of accepting Lampedosa in 
sovereignty, and Malta tor ten years, was one 
that was to be rated by the mere value of these 
objects. The object gained would have been 
security that the danger which the ambition of 


France threatened would be guarded against | 


for ten years; that Europe would have ob- 
tained a breathing-time; that means might 
have been devised for fresh securities. It was 
great objects like these, and not merely pos- 
session of a station for ten years, that were 


required. He was aware of the burdens which | 


the contest would involve, and nobody regret- 
ted them more than he did; but he knew also 


the resources of the country to be equa} to any | 
necessity. If we had not the chivaliy and | 
gallantry of Cressy, Poictiers, and Agincourt, | 


we had to oppose to the enemy the heroes of 


Aboukir, of the Nile, of St. Jean d’Acre, of | 


St. Vincent, of Camperdown, Similar heroism 
and similar achievements, he trusted, would 
sicnalize the present contest; and with such 
resources ought we to submit to insults? To 


the energies of the people, Parliament, he | 


trusted, would supply wisdom, counsel, and 
unanimous resolution to withstand the com- 
mon enemy, without being influenced by any 
Jow considerations of party. 

Earl Morra acknowledged the justice of 
the picture which some Noble Lords had 
drawn of all the calamities attendant ona state 
of war. It was like the pestilential blast of 
the desert, which withered every thing before 
it. He also agreed with the sentiments of the 
Noble Lord who proposed the amendment, 
that their Lordships had not merely to decide 


upon their own feelings and interests, but how | 


far the feelings of the people of the country 
were congenial, and how far their inter sts 
were to be affected. However, though he 
coincided in this position, and sincerely ap- 
proved the motives which generally actuated 
the conduct of that Noble Lord, yet he could 


~ not help regretting that any amendment should 


have been proposed which could tend to pro- 


duce the least diversity of sentiment upon an | 
occasion when unanimity was so very desirable, | 
and might be productive of the Jast conse- | 


quence to the fate of the country. Passing 
troin th’s amesidment, which the: Noble Lord 
éxpreseted his hope would not be pressed, he 
took notice of the manner. ia which a Noble 
and Learned Judge had treated the complaints 
ofthe French government with 1espect to the 
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| publications in this country, referring to its 
| administration ; and upon this point he was 
| ready to admit the candour of the Noble Se. 
| cretary of State as to the offensive tendency 
ot the general tenour of those publications— 
= offensive many of them certainly were. 

Among those, however, he did not mean so 
|} much to dwell upon the sentiments of the 
| English newspapers, as upon those which ap- 
| peared in French newspapers published in 
| London, particularly the Courier de Londres, a 
| Paper understood to be in a great degree under 
| the peculiar patronage of his Majesty’s Mini- 
| Sters. If sm, the French government had very 
| just reason tocomplain. It was reviled in th 
| grossest terms of abuse in this publication; and 
why, he would ask, should a paper which 
; could not be employed for any purpose of 
_ amusing or informing the people of this coun- 
' try, be suffered to pursue that system of con- 
| duct which must operate to disturb the amity 
| subsisting between the two governments, more 
| particularly when Government had power, 
| under the alien act, to send the editor out of 
| the country, if it chose to discountenance such 
| proceedings? ‘Their declining to do so was 
, not less a justification of the remonstrances ot 
the French government upon this subject than 
| a ground of suspicion to this country as to the 
disposition of his Majesty’s Ministers. Those 
observations he thought a sufficient reply to 
the arguments advanced by the Learned Juage 
on the Ministerial Bench. With respect to 
| the very animated observations of an illustrious 
| Personage who spoke early in the debate, they 
had his heart-felt approbation ; he perfectly 
agreed with his Royal Highness, that we were 
not in that state in which we were to consicer 
merely the justice or inexpediency of the war, 
but whether this country should continue to 
enjoy that independence which belonged to 
her, or whether she should submit to te 
absolute dictation of a French ambassador. 
But he could not accede to the proposition 0 
a Noble Viscount, that Malta alone wowe 
have been a rational ground for war, becauses 
if that island had been completely ceded to Us, 
it wonld have afforded a degree of securty 
infinitely short of what we had a right to Xe 
pect, and what it became necessary for i. 
now to seck. ‘The objects for which we ae 
to contend were of a wider and more impo?! 
ant nature. Our jealousy and alarm was ¢* 
cited by that incorrigible spirit of encroach 
ment and ambition which not only the abe 
Consul, but in fact all the persons connects’ 
with the government of France, had for some 
time manifested ; and even if Malta were cv 
tually in our hands in perpetuity, we woe 
not sit down contented until some kustac 
security should be obtained, Of BY ae 
‘tion ought to be aware, If the list of inj! the 
and manifestations of design contained i a 
papers on the table, were to be atten ¥ _ 
certainly Malta afforded but one mean* ate to 
Safety. It would, to be sure, contr 
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the protection of Egypt, and, through that, of | humiliation. He exhorted Ministers to study 
our Indian empire; but was that the only | the best means of rendering the war of the na- 
point in which we were vuinerable? Were | ture he described. Let it not be a protracted, 
not the states of Holland, Picdmont, and | balanced war. They had for the last year a 
Switzerland, just subjects of our solicitude ? It | deficiency of four millions in what they called 
was well observed, that the power of France! a peace establishment ; and if to that deficit 
was the more formidable, because it was con- | was to be added the expense to be incurred in 
densed: but it was not therefore to be con- | the future establishment of Malta, if annexed 
cluded that that connexion was not to be , to this country, he would say that it was ut- 
broken, and the idea was not to be entertained , terly impossible the country could go on with 
that that power was not to be overcome. It! such a deficit. A vigorous war that should 
was not less absurd than impolitic to propagate | terminate the state which subjected the coun. 
such an opinion. The fact was, that from the | try to such an increased expenditure would be 
present state of this country there was no! much preferable; for such a course must 
option; either the attempt to reduce that | tend toruin, ‘This was the sentiment of an 

*y)) } 


power must be made, or the nation must fall illustrious Personage who had spoken in tli¢ 
down to the most abject and degrading sub- | course of the debate, and who had delivered 
‘the war, if it be | his opinions in such a strain as must have con- 


. 


train | siderabie Iniuence on the fec.ings ol the coun- 


‘ 
lie . + ~ - 
HWiICc, MUSt He CO TEs 


mission. ‘The main object of 

either popular or po 

the arrogance, to reduce the preponderance | try. ‘That effect, so desirable in the present 
of the French government; and until that ob- | crisis, a person of still higher rank would have 
ject be attained the war should not be aban- | contributed his sentiments to 
doned; until France shall not be capable of | understood the Noble Lord to aliude to the 


endangering our existence, whatever may be | Prince of Wales), if a peculiar delicacy had 


' 
prouuce (we 


the disposition of her government to injure us, | not restrained his Royal Highness from inter- 

Such ought to be the obiect of the war, and so | fering, lest his interference should have had 
é ; a1 , } 

Lie MINAS of their 


it ought to be defined to the country. In such | any undue miluence on 
a cause he was confident there was not aman ! Lordships upon a subject in which the most 
in the British empire who thought justly and | unbiassed and deliberate consideration was so 
felt like an Englishman who would not devote | material. Recurring to the hostile disposition 
his best exertions. ‘he people should be told | of the French government towards this coune 
that the possession of Malta would not be | try, the Noble Lord remarked, that before 
tufficient to satisfy the views of Government; | any papers at present on the table had ever 
that much more was sought for—the material | appeared, his mind was impressed with the 


point was to diminish the continental power of | fullest conviction upon that point. Even be- 
| fore the treaty of Amiens was signed he was 


France, where he contended she was vulne- 

rable’; for, whatever Noble Lords might say of | of that opinion, and therefore in the course of 
her extent, he would beg the House to consi- | the discussions respecting it, he declined to 
der the nature of the strange combination of | give any opinion concerning it, because, howe 
particles which formed that extent, and it | ever little he expected that it would tend to 
would cease to be thought an object of such , produce the actual blessings of peace, he 
terrific magnitude. It was, in fact, quite com- | could not permit himself to offer any thing to 
petent to Great Britain, with the resources, | damp the satisfacation which prevailed among 
population, and spirit she possessed, to bring | the people on the conclusion of that treaty. 
this Overgrown authority within reasonable | It however appeared to him not only the day 
bounds; but it must be done by vigorous ; Ministers executed the treaty, but before and 
efforts, by a short and decisive war, not by | immediatly after. Into this question he would 
petty attempts with respect to Malta, or any | not now entcr, particularly as he understood 
comparatively inferior object, or by any colo- that the penctration and conduct of Ministers, 
nial expeditions, calculated to cramp the /in this and other instances, was to be made 
energy and waste the strength of the country, the subject of consideration on a future day. 
but by a bold and extensive exertion. Ifthis The Noble Lord again urged the necessity of 
plan were not pursued, he was sure that the | endeavouring to render the war of short dura- 
means of war would be exhausted, without | tion, and this was not possible, unless the minds 
producing any of the advantages we had a and the resources of the nation were vigorously 
right to look for; and therefore if it were not | and judiciously exerted—unless an appeal were 
determined on, it would be better that the | made to the souls of the people. Whatever 
country should at once submit. However much | might be the difference of opinion as to the 
he deprecated the thought of unmanly sub- | system of his Majesty’s Ministers, it must 
mission, he would say, that unless the contest ; naturally be the ardent wish of every Noble 
were commenced with resolution and followed | Lord that Britons should rise triumphant from 
up with dignified intrepidity and promptitude, | the contest. The House would recollect that 
the country would meet its fate, and it would | the resources of the country were amply ade- 


then-be stated with justice that the pusillani- | quate to every purpose, if applied with judg- 
;}ment. It would also be recollected, that 


though the power of cur enemy was immense 
*Uu2 


mous would have no right to complain of | 
adverse fortune, and no claim to pity in their | 
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1671] PARLIAMENTARY 
in point of size, it was composed of very dis- 
cordant parts. If the country was to be en- 
gaged in war, it ought to receive a confident 
assurance that it did not go into it merely 
‘for colonial pad gr for petty contests, but 
for great national interests. Such ought to be 
the general feeling; and the House should bear 
in mind this important fact, that, if the present 
war be misconducted, one consolation only 
will remain, that we shall never have another 
war to conduct. 


Earl Spencer dwelt upon the long forbear- 
ance which this country had shewn towards 
the French government, orrather which Mi- 
nisters had endured; but this ajlusion, he felt, 
would lead him into a discussion of the con- 
duct of Ministers, which he wished to keep 
entirely separate from the subject now imme- 
diately before the House. With respect to 
Malta, he begged to call to the recollection of 
the House, that he always maintained the ar- 
ticle in the treaty of Amiens which related to 
that island, was utterly impracticable; and it 
could not be denied that many new circum. 
stances had occurred since the signing of that 
treaty, which formed grounds to justify the 
demands Ministers had made for a new ar- 





rangement. Of the whole of these circum- 
stances it was easy to have been aware at the | 
time the treaty was signed. 


Lord Rossiy¥n took a view of the causes 
and objects of the war. He agreed with his 
Noble Friend (Lord Melville) that Malta 
alone was a sufficient, adequate, and broad | 
cause of war; but that to repel the extrava- 
gant pretensions of France in other respects, 
as exposed in the papers on the table, formed a 
mass of causes, independently of Malta. If a 
spirit of aggrandizement unparalleled at any 
other period of even French history ; if an at- 
tempt to interfere in the internal government 
of this country ; if menaces of the most insult- 
ing and haughty kind, could be considered as 
justifiable grounds of war, the French go- 
vernment had given this country ample provo- 





cation indeed. Withrespect to the attempt to 
interfere in our internal police, he could not 
help observing on that singularly impudent 
assertion, that it was contrary to the law of 
nations to tolerate the liberty of the press in 
this country: and upon the subject of me- 
maces he would only request their Lordships 
to consider that part of the papers on the table 
which referred to the conversation which took 
ace between the First Consul and Lord 
V hitworth—conversations which were alto- 
gether so different from the established cus- 
tom in diplomatic «affairs, and in which the 
demeanour of the First Consul was so contrary | 
to the habits which prevail in polished life, 
that the behaviour of the Pacha of Acre to. 
wards Sebastiani was more marked by urba. 
nity of manners than that of Buonaparté to 
Lord Whitworth. 
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_ Lord GRENVILLE said, that, notwithstand. 
ing all the circumstances, he rose upon this 
occasion with great satisfaction, arising from 
this reflection, that their Lordships, after 
nearly twelve months suspension of their de. 
liberative councils, were called upon to give 
their advice to his Majesty upon a subject of 
the last importance to the vita! interests of the 
state. They were called on to express their 
opinions upon a body of facts, which, how. 
ever, they were not this night to discuss, 
though it was closely connected with that 
which these facts had tended to produce, 
namely, the Declaration of his Majesty, to 
which the Address before the House was the 
answer: an address drawn up in terms with 
which he heartily concurred, because they 
were congenial with those sentiments of na. 
tional honour and personal pride, which 
formed the best securities tothe country. Of 
all the remarks made in approbation of those 
sentiments, recommendatory of spirit and 
unanimity, he heartily approved, not because 
they were the same as those he had on all oc- 
casions advanced, but because, under the 
present circumstances, they were the main 
pillars of our national safety. He did not 
wish it to be inferred, that because he ap- 
plauded those sentiments, he was therefore an 
advocate for war, ashe had been most falsely 
represented. No man felt more strongly 
than he did the calamities which must attend 
a state of war, and the activity which ought ot 
course to be employed to preserve mankind 
from suchan evil; but the best way of ward- 
ing it off was not by feeling, or appearing to 
feel, too much afraid of it; for that perhaps 
may serve only to postpone the danger, and 
when it again approaches, its advances 
might become irresistible and its evils ag- 
eravated. It was in order, therefore, to 
cuard against such a war that he had cont- 
nued for some time back to recommend a line 
of policy to Ministers which he was convinced 
would have been much more effectual towarce 
avoiding war than the course they had pur- 
sued. He condemned their system, and he 


‘had before stated distinctly the reasons of lh 


opinion—-it was grounded upon a series ° 
° . . ‘ ’ ow 
transactions into which he would not n° 


enter, for he was not disposed to confound 
with the question now before the Howse, 
which related solely to the principle eon 
contest between this country and the enemy. 
This was the question, which was not on'y 


. ily 
paramount to all others, but in fact the on! 


one now properly before the House. It oo 
this; that Great Britain should be ns eee 
France, he meant in this contest—a en 
which, from the documents on the table, om 
evidently just, because it was necessary, 2? 


1 aed as, in 
necessary, because it was just. Sr ehich 
; hose principies, 

fact, founded upon t I and an 


must render it popular in this oot Suet. 
object of general interest throughout Bt 


. * . : ty’s 
In considering the subject which his ae 
Declaration involved, two questions aForr 
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one which naturally claimed the precedence, 
related to the policy of concurring with his 
Majesty to maintain the honour of his crown, 
and the interests of his people, upon which 


he trusted there could not be a dissentient | 


voice; the other, asto the conduct of Minis- 


ters since the termination of the last war. | 


The latter point he would exclude from the 
question betore the House, as it was meant to 
make the subject of consideration at a future 
day. In offering his Majesty the solemn as- 
surance of his support, he was not induced 
to do so in order to rectify the errors of the 


treatv of Amiens, or to sustain any devia- | 


tion from it. For it was his wish that that 
treaty should be adhered to strictly—the 
public faith stood pledged for it: but it 
seemed impossible to conform to that treaty. 
Indeed, when he submitted his opinions to the 
House on the conclusion of that treaty, he 
stated that impossibility, and among the losses 
which the country would sutter from it, he 
foresaw that the public faith and national ho- 
nour would be injured. 


been practicable if new circumstances had not 
arisen.—What were they, he would ask, 
which did not actually exist, or were not on 
the brink of existing, at the time the treaty 
was signed? Yet he never did say that those 


errors would be a fair ground for war; he | 


strongly recommended that they should be re- 
moved, not by war, but by amicable negot- 
ation. A Noble Earl on the floor had said, 


that as Malta was so valuable, a proposition 


ought to be made to the French government | 
to give in exchange for Malta the istands of | 


Guernsey and Jersey. ‘This was an idea not 
at allto be endured ; and he would be serry 


that it should go forth to the public from | 
| pustifiable, and 
| sustained by the best writers on the law of na. 


their Lordships without being marked by the 
strongest reprobation, What! would the No- 
ble Earl, who professed himself an advocate 
for liberty, recommend to have so many 


thousands of British subjects transferred to the | 


most severe and degradine slavery 


Was, that tlhe kind 


present exists in Europe? 


which at 


of protection he would grant in return for | 
The act itseit was beyond the | 


allegiance? 
— of the House to atrempt, because their 

-ordships were incapable of injustice, and it 
Was an act which could not be even meditated 
Without the grossest injustice. Returning -to 
the question before the House, he observed 
that a Noble Lord had said that the contest we 
had commenced was for all our honours, and 
he would tell the House that it was for al! our 
nights and interests. It was a war of neces. 
Sity, justice, and expediency ; it was in resist- 


ance to a sense of aggression, violence, and | 


insult, that could not be endured without 
sinking the country to the lowest state of de- 
gradation; and he was happy to see such a 
spirit revived in that House and the country 
as would enable us to meet a war with dignity, 
from which we could not recede without 
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The tenth article, | 
with respect to Malia, was evidently imprac- | 
ticable : but it isnow stated that it would have | 
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meanness—a war which was nota matter of 
choice on our part, but of necessity. From 


the particular situation of this Country at pre- 
sent, and from the general circumstances of 


Kurope, it is impossible that Great Britain can 
exist in degradation. She has now only the 
option between two evils—war, vigorous and 
determined war, or farther temporising; and 
from the moment she should resolve on the 
latter, the whole trae of her existence would 
begin to fall into pieces; her resources 
would decline, her commerce would be anm- 
hilated, her importance would disappear, be. 
causcher freedomand national pride would be 
no more: her people, indeed, might remain, 
changed from circum. 
stances, that not a trait of the British charac- 
ter would exist. Such would be the conse- 
quence of submitting to the ill treatment de- 
scribed inthe papers onthe table. It was un- 
necessary to eke out any arguments to prove a 
case of aggression; the facts were quite 
olaring.—Lhere were acts and proofs enough 
to urge the House and the country to prepare 
for determined, effective, cnergetic war. 
Whatever inconveniences they may endure, 
whatever burdens they may incur, it is better 


'to begin the contest now, than wait until we 


should be obliged to engage in it, with per. 
haps diminished means, and against increased 
forces. Ot such delay he would disapprove, 
because the ground of expectation of any se- 
curity from concession was, he was fully per 
suadced, not only absurd, but dangerous. 
Without touching on the many points in justi. 
fication of his Majesty’s Declaration, which 
had been so ably illustrsted by other Noble 
Lords, he would say that the French govern- 
ment had given such direct evidence of an in- 
tention to violate the treaty of Amiens, that 
even on the grounds of prevention war was 
that was ground uniformly 
tions. The designs of Buonaparté on the 
Turkish empire were too notorious to be de- 
nied, though he had in the treaty of Amiens 
guarantied the integrity of that empire. Yet 
it is stated in his Majesty’s Declaration, that 
the French government had actually proposed 
to other governments the partition of the 
‘Turkish territories, and her share would no 
doubt comprehend Egypt. Without taking 


| Sebastiani’s Report at al] intoaccount, though 


certainly it isa paper of that nature, which, 


if found in a vessel almost without any seal of 


authenticity upon it, the British government 
could not consistently overlook it; the circum. 
stance alluded to in the D-claration is quite 


sufficient to warrant the inference, that the 


First Consul meditated a breach of the treat 

of Amiens. This statement in his Majesty's 
Declaration, the truth of which no one could 
doubt, without any reference to the language 
of a heated, intemperate, passionate man, suffi. 
ciently manifested the designs of the French 
“gira 2 Under all those circumstances, 


e was perfectly convinced that peace or war 
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was not a matter of choice, and he would sug- 


gest to the Noble Lord who proposed the 
amendment (who introduced it with the same 
ability and eloquence that he does every pro- 
position he submirs to the House), that, as 
temporising has already produced no other 
effect than to torture the people of this coun. 
try by suspense, and embolden the pretea- 
sions of the First Consul, it would hardly be 
advisable to make any farther experiments in 
that way. In pursuance of that system, his 
Majesty’s Ministers had given up the Cape of 
Good Hope, and Martinique ; and, if still 
more were to be given up, the country would 
be convinced, notwithstanding, that protection 
was not to be obtained by such means, against 
any project that France might have in con- 
templation against our Indian empire, or else- 
where. ‘The man who now governed France 
was not to be conciliated into the practice of 
justice by the appearance of submission. Be- 
ing convinced that war alone was the remedy 
lett for the country, he would strongly exhort 
to every possible exertion; and deeply con- 
vinced as he was of the necessity of this war, 
to preserve our liberty and laws, he thought 
that no expectation should be held out that 
it would be short. The people should be told 
to look their danger full in the face; they 
should understand that it must be an awful 
and serious contest, calling for ufusual and 
unheard-of exertions; that they should put 
their shoulders to the machine with heart and 
spirit, without any very sanguine calculation 
upon chances or very favourable events; and 
that if they will not do so, they must submit; 
that such submission will obtain them but a 
temporary relief, while it must incur the con- 
tempt of mankind, and lead to their own ruin. 
You must be aware, added the Noble Lord, 
and the people should be fully apprized of it, 
that the contest in which we are now engaged 
is not ofa light or trifling kind, to be met by 
light or trifling means—not to be encountered 
by hacknied, ordinary, or common-place ex- 
ertions, but by a spirit exalted and equal to 
the magnitude of the occasion. You » 
sensible that the vital interests of the country 
are at stake; and that in order to preserve 
them, yeu must expose yourselves to danger ; 
you must be reconciled to heavy burdens, 
and if you will not submit to such sacrifices, 
the consequence will be the sacrifice of your 
eountry and of yourselves. 


Lord Gwyp1r remarked that we were now 
actually at war; and in his opinion it appeared 
absurd to deliberate a moment with any idea 
of negotiation. As soon as an ultimatum had 
been delivered to the French government, 


ust be | 
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considered as an aggression when the French 





| important interests; that it was, besides, @ ¢ 





and they had given a refusal to that particu- | 


lar point, war was to be considered as not 


only inevitable, but nearly the same as if hos- | island was demanded, though un 
From | stances which, in other re 


tilities had been actually commenced. 
the recallof our Ambassador, it was evident 
that the ultimatum of our Government had 


gave such a refusal, and which was only to be 
remedied by spirited and unanimous resistance, 
He rejoiced atthe war, because it put an end 
to the treaty of Amiens, bur still more be- 
cause it prevented the adoption of Lord 
Hawkesbury’s ultimatum. His Lordship cone 
cluded by voting for the address. : 








HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, May 23.—(See Minutes, p. 816.) 
[ADDRESS TO THE KING.] Mr. Pirr 
began by observing upon some _ passages 
of Mr. Erskine’s speech, the tendency ot 
which he professed not entirely to under. 
stand, but from which he was led to hope 
that the Learned Gentleman, and those with 
whom he usually acted, were not likely 
materially to object to the substance of the 
proposed address. He flattered himself that 
this was likely to be the case, because, what- 
ever difference of sentiment might arise, and 
mfich was certainly to be expected, on many 
points included in the great mass of informa- 
tion centained in the papers upon the table, 
yet upon the great and important question at 
issue between this country and France, and 
upon the justice and necessity of the grounds 
on which we were compelled to enter into the 
war, he thought it almost impossible that the 
House should not be unanimous. He statec, 
that in those transactions which had most im- 
mediately produced our present situation, the 
Learned Gent. himself appeared, notwith- 
standing some doubts which he had thrown 
out on particular points, to admit, upon tie 
whole, that there was such clear evidence ol 
views of aggression and hostility on the part ot 
France, as justified this country in retaining 
Malta for its own security. This he main- 
tained to be the first great point on which the 
question turned ; and he contended that the 
whole of Sebastiani’s Report, and the circum 
stances of his mission to Egypt, the cape’ 
and deliberate avowal by Buonaparte himselt 
of his views and intentions in a forma 
conference with Lord Whitworth, and the !1- 
formation of the same intentions through the 
official channel of the Minister for Foreig® 
Affairs, afforded the clearest and most indispu- 
table evidence that the First Consul had formed 
the determination, even while Malta was yc 
in our hands, of resuming his hostile projects 
against Egypt; that the pursuit of suc nn 
ject was an undeniable act of hostility against 
this country, and aimed at some of Its en 
rect violation both of the letter and ep 

the treaty of Amiens itself, under pretence 


i e j that 
. lone our evacuation of 
which treaty a pests 


spects, according t0 
did not authorize 


‘ ’ 
the letter of that treaty, disclosure of this 


such a demand; that the. 


: “tia : 2 
not been agreed to.. It was, therefore, to be | hostile project.clearly. justified this country ® 
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requiring fresh security against it; and if such | his ultimate views upon Egypt ; and though he 


security Was refused, in having recourse to 
arms for that purpose, at the moment which 
appeared to be most for our advantage. He 
then more particularly commented on each of 
these sé€veral circumstances with respect to 
the Report of Sebastiani. He stated that that 
was evidently an official paper addressed to the 
government, by a person regularly commis- 
sioned and employed by the Consul himself ; 
that its contents could never have been pub- 
lished tn France but by his consent, and that 
they were published, in fact, in the official 
paper, under the direct authority of the go- 
vernment; that the whole tenour of that paper, 
and the account thus given by Sebastiani him- 
self of his conduct in Keypt, made it impos- 
sible to doubt that he was sent there to pre- 


} 
} 
! 


professed to disclaim any intention of seizing 
it at present, he assigned as the reason for his 
forbearance, ** that sooner or later it would be- 
long to France, either by the falling to pieces 
of the Turkish empire, or by some arrange- 
ment with the Porte.’’ Ina subsequent con. 
versation with M. Talleyrand, it was ex- 
pressly admitted that the acquisition of Egypt 
had been, and still was, a favourite object of 
the First Consul, but he at the same time en- 
deavoured to convince his Majesty’s. Ambas- 
sador, that it was not so great an object as to 
allow him to go to war for its attainment ; and 
vet, upon being pressed to explain what security 


“it was intended to give, to remove apprehension 


pare for the execution of a fresh attempt to | 


put that country under the dominion of France; 


but that it was not necessary to dwell on the | 


particular contents of the Report; the mere 
circumstance of a military. man having been 


sent at that time with such a commission to | 
Evypt, was a sufficient evidence of the object | 


of his mission, 
very material, because it at once destroyed the 
chief pretext under which the French go 


The time, he remarked, was | 
b J ’ 


vernment had attempted, in the course of the | 


official correspondence, to justify or extenuate 
the publication, or to deny the conclusion to be 
drawn from it. This pretext was, that the 
honour of the Chief Consul had been wound- 


ed by a Narrative of the Expedition to Egypt, | 


published by a respectable officer in the Bri 
tish army (Sir Robert Wilson), and that the 
publication of Sebastiani’s Repurt became ne- 
cessary for his vindication. The facts stated 
in that Narrative, he observed, were not even 
Contradicted by the Report, but even if they 


had been, in what degree would that circum. | 


Stance account for originally sending Sebas- 
tani to Keypt, wirh such a commission as had 
been already stated? 
officer had actually embarked from Toulon on 
the 16th of Sep:ember, and after proceeding to 


It appeared that that | 


Tripoli, had arrived at Alexandria on the 16th | 


of O; tober ; whereas it is notorious, that, at 


that time, Sir Robert Wilson’s Narrative had | 


! 
not actually been published, and probably not | 


sent to the press. With respect to the avow- 


al of his design by the First Consul himself, he | 


referred to Lord Whitworth’s account in his 
dispatch of the 2ist of February. He ob- 
served, that, so far from the conversation ap- 
pearing, as some persons had imagined, only 
oose and desyltory, it was one which took 
place by the express appointment of the 
First Consul—that it was therefore evidently 
prepared and deliberate, and that it was ac- 
tually opened by the First Consul himself, as 
being the mode which he had adopted for the 
purpose of * conveying to his Majesty, in the 
most clear and authentic manner, his senti- 
ments on points which must be brought to an 
issue.” In the course of this conversation, 


the First Consul did not attempt to disguise 








on this point, for winch he had before stated 
there was a project in contemplation, he re. 
ferred only to a passage in the First Consul’s 
messave to the Legislative Body, saying that 
‘“ ‘There is a French Ambassador at Con- 
stantinople, who is charged to give every as- 
surance of the disposition of France to 
strengthen instead of to weaken the ‘Turkish 
eovernment.’’ Toall the evidence founded 
on these several documents, he had heard but 
one argument opposed—the improbability of 
the French government thus disclosing its 
views, if it really entertained them. On this 
point it might be sufficient to observe, that it 
might indeed be difficult to account for sucha 
disclosure, even on the supposition of such a 
project being really intended; but that it was 
not only difficult, but impossible, to account 
forit at all, onthe supposition of its not being 
intended. He asked, whether, on the latter 
supposition, any motive could be assigned, 
either for the mission having been sent, or the 
Report having been made and published, or 
for the avowals contained in the conversations 
of the First Consul and M. Talleyrand? He 
thought, however, that the difhculty of ac- 
counting for the disclosure, was removed, b 

referring to the new and peculiar policy which 
had marked the conduct of France on many 
extraordinary occasions, from the very begin- 
ning of the revolution; that where any mea- 
sure was in contemplation more flagrant and 
atrocious than another, and more likely to 
shock the general teelings of Europe, and per. 
haps to excite vigorousand united resistance, 
insiead of carefully concealing it till the mo- 
ment of execution, it had, on the contrary, 
been studiously announced beforehand; that 
the object of this policy had been gradually 
to familiarize men’s minds to that which at 
first they could scarcely even believe, and 
that their schemes, which, in the first instance, 
were received with horror, and would have 
been opposed with indignation, came after- 
wards to be contemplated with neglect and 
indifference ; and that which at first no man 
thought it possible seriously to attempt, was by 
degrees considered as natural and probable, 
and, in the end, as that which it was hopeless 
and impossible to resist. He therefore put it 
to the House, whether, afier having observed 
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this practice, it was possible for us to be so 
credulous and childish, as to act on the belief 
that Buonaparte would abandon the projects 
he had formed, only because he had himself 
told us he would persist in them; and whie- 
ther we thought that if, for whatever reason, 
he had been led prematurely to disclose this 
project, even while Malta, the great security 
against its execution, was still in our posses- 
sion, he would renounce the attempt when 
that security had been surrendered by us, and 
put, in fact, isto his possession? If then the 
design against Egypt was apparent, he desired 
the House to consider whether, upon every 

rinciple of justice and self-detence, admitted 


adopted by the practice of all countries, we 
have not the clear right to take, from this 
moment, such measures of prevention and se- 
curity as are sufficient to guard against the 
danger to which we should be in consequence 
exposed—whether it was not admitted, on 
almost all hands, that our possession of Malta 
was essential, or at least in the highest degree 
niaterial, fer the defence of Egypt—whether 
the importance of Egypt to this country was 
not in ittelf suffiviently evident, from its con- 
nexion with the safety of our Indian possés- 
sions, and whether it might not at this day be 
considered as a'point to our national ‘policy, 
already decidéd and attested by the gloriotis 
efforts which had been made, and the heroic 
blood which had been shed in the last war for 
recovering it from France, and which ‘had ina 
manher consecrated it in the hearts and affec- 
tions of Englishmen? -He therefore wished 
the House to considerwhat was to be our fu- 
ture conduct, if, ‘after all the warnings given 
us, We were now to surrender Malta out of 
our hands, and the attack upon Eeypt were to 
follow in six orn twelve months afterwards. 
Were we prepared for the ridiculous, but disas- 
trous alternative to which we should be re- 
duced, of either submitting without a strirg: 
gle to national calamity and disgrace, because, 
ferdseeing our danger, we had voluntarily and 
wantonly sacrificed the best means ef avert- 
ing its or, when it was perhaps too late to en- 
ter upon: a difficultand almost hopeless contest, 
having by-our own act given up the arms by 
which we could be enabled to:conduet it to a 
successful issue ? , If the question were elosed 
here, Mr, Pitt observed; that, for the.reasons 
he had given, he was ‘prepared to maintain, 
thaton these grounds alone the war was both 
just and necessary, and such as ought to call 
forth the, utmost exertions of Parliament and 
the nation in its support:. But so far was this 
from being the case, that. there was. not any 
one of the leading transactions . subsequent to 
the. treaty of Amiens, to which his Majesty’s 
declaration referred, which was not, in his 
Opinion, as far as justice was concerned, a clear 
and evident cause of war, and such as would 
have been acted upon, jf there were sufficient 
means Of Co-operation on the continens, in al- 
most every period of the history of this coun- 
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try. He here referred to the annexation of 
Piedmont, as the first act by which the 
French government had proceeded, sybse. 
quent to the treaty, to pursue the same sys. 
tem of aggrandizemient, which had appeared 
in all their previous conduct, and which ir y as 
vainly hoped they had relinquished. He re. 
ferred also to the transaction respecting the 
German indemnities, where the French 80 





vernment, with an arrogance, he believed, un- 


| precedented inthe history of Europe, had pres 
_ Sumed to dictate to all Germany the detailed 


| mode ofarranging those indemnities, on which 
ithe Diet of the Empire was expressly con- 


| vened to deliberate, purstiant to the treaty of 
y all the systems of the law of nations, and | 


Luneville, and had publicly announced their 
scheme as settled and decided, before it was 
even communicated to those towhom it ought, 
in the first instance, to have been proposed. 
He next passed to the violence offered to 
| Switzerland, on which he thought it the less 
necessary to dwell, because he believed the 
conduct of France towards that’ unfortunate 
and devoted country had excited one unive:sal 
sentiment of detestation.” Hé wished here to 
declare (as this had been a subject so often ad- 
verted to on former occasions, when he had 
been unavoidably absent) that he considered 
the interference of his Majesty’s Ministers on 
this sttbject, as not only evidently warranted 
by the circumstances, but such as it was their 
duty to employ tothe extent to which he un- 
derstood it to have been carried, in order to 
give time for léarning whether a confederacy 
could ‘be formed in Europe, really’ sufficient 
for saving that’ country from the yoke of 
| Fratice ; “but that when upon trial all hopes of 
| such a ¢onféderacy vanished, he thought them 
| equally right in not pushing the contest, on 
| the: parts ofthis country, to extremitics.— 
| He then: adverted to the continuance of the 
| French armies ‘in Holland; which appeared 
'fronrthe-papers on'the table to have been di- 
| rectly inconsistentwith theprinciptes on which 
|the ‘treaty. of Amiens had. been. negotiated, 
|and with the engagements which wére ‘knows 
to subsist between Franee and Havand. After 
dwelling an. these »poirits, die stated, however, 
that he thought it less materialto:diseuss whe- 
ther they were ¢ach 1 itse bf sirficient causes 
of war on the part-ofithis country, because he 
admiteed, that, whatever might be the justice 
of the-case, aur conduct upon them at es 
tine was- necessarily; regulated, mot, by tat 
consideration only, but by.the questiomof po 
licy, which.was-anavojdably dependant ’po® 
the state.of, the continevt s but that pobarestt 
it_ might, be sight -to.decide! upon mek . 
the time they occurred, it,was impos?’ 
contend that they were, not now materia nS 

. eS ee {ha stem of ambdi- 
symptoms of that, deliberate. syst chus 
tion and. encraachment which had shee hich 
uniformly pursued towards, others, 290 * ie 
was now directed toa quarter where at ant 

» RAE ahi ; . d was 
diately,affeoted our separate interests 20 
in. dixect. violation .of the treaty)! 
country te ; ic here drew a strong Pp? 
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ture of the continued and rapid succession of 
the acts of violence and oppression which 
during this period had desolated so many of 
the countries of Europe; and after comparing 
the irresistible force and overwhelming pro- 
gress of French ambition to those dreadful 
convulsions of nature by which provinces 
and kingdoms were consumed and buried in 
ruins, he asked whether we could contemplate 
those scenes of havock and destruction without 
reflecting how soon that torrent of liquid fire 
might direct its ravages against ourselves? 
Having here closed his review of what had 
passed on the continent, he next observed, 
that the period of which he had been speaking 
was marked not only by the hostile acts which 
he had detailed, with respect to other powers 
in Europe, but by others immediately affect- 
ing the separate rights and interests of this 
country. He referred, he said, principally to 
two points which appeared in the Correspond- 
ence. The first point was the demand which 
had been made by the French government, 
respecting the restraints on the liberty of the 
press, and the expulsion of the French emi- 
grants now remaining in the country. On this 
it was unnecessary to enlarge, because the in- 
solence of the proposition was sufficiently felt, 
and because it had been at the time resisted b 
his Majesty’s Ministers, on grounds whic 
were stated with great force and ability in one 
of the papers on the table, and which, he was 
persuaded, every Member of the House had 
read with the highest approbation. ‘The se- 
cond point related to the commercial agents: 
the indignity and outrage which attended 
their mission, was one of which it was diffi- 
cult to speak with composure. The French 
government had made a formal proposition to 
send persons of this description, who had 
never been found necessary even when a com- 
mercial treaty subsisted, at a time when not 
only there was no such treaty, but when, as 
appears from the papers on the table, the 
commercial intercourse of his Majesty’s sub- 
jects with France was suffering every degree 
of violence and oppression. ‘This proposition 
had naturally and wisely been refused. The 
French government then proceeded clandes- 
tinely to send these agents in the train of their 
Ambassador; and not content with this breach 
of the law of nations, they afterwards ad- 
dressed to them instructions, under the offi- 
cial character in which they had received ad- 
mittance; and the object of these instructions 
was to direct them to take measures, in time 
of peace, for ascertaining the soundings of 
ports, and for obtaining military information 
of districts; acts for which they would have 
been hanged as spies in time of war. Under 
such circumstances, he could not but lament 
to find that his Majesty’s Ministers had con- 
tented therhselves with merely applying to the 
rench government to withdraw those per- 
sons, and had not at once advised his Majesty, 


by his own authority, to order them to de- 
Vou. Hl. 
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part the kingdom within twenty-four hours, 
reserving it to himself afterwards to require 
from France the reparation due for so gross an 
insult.—He did not think it necessary to dwell 
separately on another head of complaint, the 
violence committed against the vessels and 
property of his Majesty’s subjects in the 
French ports, and the withholding to this 
hour all satisfaction for those injuries. ‘These 
proceedings, he said, would have been suffi- 
cient ground of complaint in ordinary times, 
but they could scarcely give additional force 
to the outrageous transactions which he had 
just enumerated, and which appeared to him 
as if they had been designedly calculated to 
include, under two distinct heads, the grossest 
insults that could be offered to the independ- 
ence of any country. The first pretension of 
which he had spoken, that of restraining the 
liberty of the press, was nothing short of 
claiming the right to dictate to us in a point 
of municipal law, and to require that we 
should sacrifice to the caprice of the First 
Consul a known and important privilege of 
our constitution, and model at his plea ure 
the judicial proceedings and internal regula- 
tions of the country. The second pretension, 
that respecting his commercial agents, mani- 
fested, as had been already stated, an avowed 
determination to introduce, in defiance of 
our formal refusal, authorized cmissaries into 
our arsenals and ports, in order to prepare, 
in time of peace, the most effectual means 
for our annoyance and destruction in time of 
war. This was nothing less than to insist on 
our surrendering beforehand the right and the 
means of national defence ; and if the former 
claim had struck at the liberty, this struck as 
directly at the actual safety of the country. 
It was true, he believed and hoped, that the 
commercial agents had at length been with- 
drawn, upon the representation of his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers; but, as he had already 
stated and lamented, it did not appear that 
any disavowal had been obtained of the prin- 
ciple on which they had been sent. The 
claim respecting the restraint upon the press, 
and the expulsion of the emigrants, had also 
been suspended for a time, in consequence of 
the unanswerable representations in the dis- 
patch before referred to. But the first part 
of this claim had since been expressly revived 
in the course of the late negotiation. At all 
events, he contended that the circumstance of 
the First Consul having even suspended it as 
he did, only afforded a striking lesson of the 
benefit to be derived from a firm and season- 
able resistance: but that the fact of such pre- 
tensions having at any time been urged (whe- 
ther they were persisted in or withdrawn), 
must be remembered as the strongest proof 
of the nature of the views which he really 
entertained, and which he would unquestion- 
ably accomplish whenever he found it in his 
power. He maintained, therefore, that all 
these indignities and tats as well as the 
a 
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encroachments and violences of which he had | the first of these’ purposes, it was not 
rp , not, 


in 


before been speaking, on the continent, must | his judgment, sufficient to’ make those naval 


enter dveply into our consideration, in Judg-| and military preparations, wh 
| vent any Invasion that might be attempted 
— i . Ne 


mg of the character and ultimate views and 
policy of our enemy. They must decisively 
confirm us In the resolution to employ, with- 


, out hesitation, the most vigorous and deter- 


mined resistance, when, in addition to these 
proofs of his general disposition, both to- 
wards this country and towards Europe, we 
found him now engaged in that project of di- 
rect and separate hostility against ourselves, 
Which had already been argued.—On all these 
grounds, he felt convinced that there never 
was an occasion on which it more clearly be- 
‘came the indispensable duty of Parliament to 


concur with his Majesty in the declaration of 


the necessity and justice of the war in which 
we were engaged, and to assure him of their 
firm and effectual support. But in giving 
these assurances, he trusted that other Gent. 
felt impressed with the same sense which he 
aid or the awful importance of the engaze- 
ment into which they were preparing to enter, 
and that they considered those assurances not 
as formal words of ceremony or custom, but 


as a solemn and deliberate pledge on behalf of | consider fully what, on the probable scale of 


themselves and the nation whom they repre- 
sented—knowing and feeling to their full ex- 
tent the real difficulties and dangers of their 
situation, and of the arduous struggle which 
it compelled them to endure, and being pre- 
pared to meet those difficulties and dangers 
with every exertion and every sacrifice which 
the unexampled circumstances of the times 
rendered indispensable for the public safety. 
Vor his own part, although he considered the 
war ag a War of necessity, and one which we 
could not decline without surrendering both 
our sccnrity and our hononr, he should enter 
pon it with little hopés of ultimate success, 
it these sentiments were not deeply impressed 
qn the minds of Parliament and the people. 
The scale of our exertions. could not be mea- 
sured by those of former times, or confined 
within the limits even of the great, and, till 
then, unexampled efforts of the last war. He 
was convinced that some system, far more 
vigorous and effectual than any even then 
adopted, would be found necessary, both 
in our finance, and in the preparation for na- 
tional defence. On the provisions to be made 
for these two primary and paramount objects, 
it would, principally depend whether we could 
effectually discorcert the favourite projects, 
and. disappoint the main hopes of the enemy. 
It was evident, that if they indulged them- 
selves in any_expectation of success in, the 
present contest, it was built chiefly on the 
supposition that they could either break the 
spirit, and. shake the determination of. the 
country, by harassing us with the perpetual 
apprehension of descent upon our coasts, or 
that. they could impair our rescurces, and un- 
(eymine our credit, by the effects of an ex- 


pensive. and protracted contest. To defeat | 


ich would pre- 
| from being ultimately successful (an event 
which he trusted he was justified, in common 
| with others, in considering as utterly impossi 
| ble), but to make such vigorous and exte: sive 
| arrangements for national defence, as inic! 

| diffuse a sense of the most complete security 
| against even the temporary impression ti 
produced by such an attempt, and might cna. 
| ble every individual to lay down his head to 
rest, in the persuasion and confidence that 
nothing was omitted which could enable us at 
| once to meet and repel the danger at any mo- 
|ment, and in any quarter, in which it might 
i threaten us.—In order to disappoint the se- 
cond object, that of wearing out our rcsources, 
| he trusted the House would, from the beg 
| ning, form its system of finance, not with a 


view only to the expense which might be ne- 


'cessary in the first year of the contest, but 


'that they would look at once to the possibiity 


| of its being protracted toas long a period as that 
‘which was lately terminated; that they would 


Clie 


le at 


‘ C ¢ha 
‘the war, would be the whole extent of the 


| burdens necessary to be imposed on that sup- 
| position. He was persuaded, that it could 
only be by providing in the outset means ade- 
| quate to the whole extent of these purposcs, 
that we could, in fact, prevent the ultimate 
amount of our expenses from being unneces- 
sarily, and perhaps intolerably, augmentec; 
or that we could ensure the best chance eitect 
of bringing the contest to a speedy conciuso's 
by convincing the enemy of our sufficiency ‘ 
maintain it, or could meet its continue: cx! 
gencies, if necessary, without the annual re- 
‘currence of growing and accumulated «mb 
rassments. He trusted, therefore, that is 
Majesty’s Ministers would, on their pat, ie 
the necessity. of bringing both these por! x 
under consideration with all practicab 
promptitude and dispatch, and. that, if po’ 
ble, not even a fortnight might be suffered fs 
elapse without enabling Parliament to 2cop" 
such measures as would convince both f ak 
and the world that we bad from that hour p'™ 
vided the means of supporting the force, «" 
| defraying the expenditure which qmignt aie 
cessary for maintaining, our internal Se on 
and for the vigorous and effectual prosecus's 


to 


; | 

j hic t cowed 

of the war, to any period to which 3 Ma * 
reasonably be supposed to extend. Aa 


a 
- 


peated, that he was aware that these. mee 
could not be effected without material peli 
tensive personal sacrifices, and Pith ee 
additional burdens, which must to $ cai 
affect the ease, convenience, and Sut he la 
fort of many classes of society—t 4 se aey 
mented. these consequences as US that, by 
man, and if he saw any prospect thes 


an 
present concession, we could obtain 4 real an 
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desirable ‘intexval of peace, security, ai 
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pose, he should be as anxious as any man to | 


avoid the necessity of such arduous and pain- 
ful exertions; but that, under the present cir- 


cumstances, a weak and timid policy could | 
' discuss what were the causes of the war, if 


perhaps scarcely even postpone the moment 
when they would become indispensable for 
our existence, and would infallibly expose us 
to the certainty, at no distant period, of a si- 
milar struggle, with those means given out of 
our hands which we now possessed, and with 
the chance diminished, of finally conducting 
it to a successful issue—that we had not an 


option at this moment between the blessings | 
| 
| 


of peace and the dangers of war—that from 


the tatality of the times, and the general state | 
of the world, we must consider our lot as | 
cast by the decrees of Providence, in a time 


ot peril and trouble—that he trusted the tem- 
per and courage of the nation would conform 


itself to the duties of that situation—that we | 
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| deration of any other points. 


should be prepared collectively and individu- | 


} 


ally to meet it with that resignation and forti- 


from which he was to choose. 


1: Sas * a 
tude, and, at the same time, with that active | 


zeal and exertion, which, in proportion to the 
magnitude of the crisis, might be expected 
from a brave and free people—and that we 
should reflect, even in the hour of trial, what 
abundant reason we have to be grateful to 


were now in possession of;-but the duty he 
. 4 ‘ ar 
hac spoken of was so far transcenaant, that 


! he should consider himself as blameable, there 


being sufficicnt information to enable them to 


he embarrassed the question with the consi- 
The first ques- 
tion for consideration was, whether this cour- 
try had a right to go to war with France? 
And the second, whether, having a just cause 
for war, there was such a want of expediency 
in pursuing it, that, notwithstanding the jus- 
tice of the cause,.it would not be politic to 
carry it on? Ever since the treaty of Amiens, 
there had been one continued system, on the 
part of France, to vilify and insult the British 
governinent and people, a deliberate system of 
ambition and aggrandizement on the part of 
the French republic : and when he considered 
whether there were just grounds of war, his 
difficulty consisted rather in the abundance 
If he took the 
first act, that of sending persons here with 
the appearance of a commercial character, in 


the character of peace, and claiming the rights 


of hospitality and protection, Ws hilst their real 


| views had for their object the ascertainment of 


rovidence far . Ictinct ' 3 
Providence for the distinction we enjoy Over | 
most of the countries of Europe, and for all | 


he vant: 2c sleeaina : ; 

the advantages and blessings which national 
wien a * ao rae : 

Wisdom and virtue have hitherto protected, 
and which it now depends on perseverance in 


> | . . . 
the same just and honourable sentiments, still | 
to guard and to preserve. | 
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(War wiTH FRANCE.]—Mr, T. Gren- 
VILLE said, that when a call like the present, 
s0 superior to any other, was made upon the 
country, he thought that a sufficient motive 
for confining themselves strictly to the great 
and pressing duty which was then before 
them. His Majesty had told the House that 
the aggressions and insults offered to this 
country by France, had forced his Majesty to 
commence hostilities against that power. If | 
any man could bring himself to believe that | 
thcre was not a just ground, for war, then he 
would take the side he had described. Those, 
on the contrary, who thought with him that 
it was their first duty to remove from the 
question every point which might prevent 
that unanimity which was go desirable to ena- | 
ble his Majesty to prosecute the contest with | 
that vigout. afd’ energy which the occasion 
required, wold ‘put out of their considera- | 
tion at thing except the important duty 
Which they" had to discharge. After com- | 
plaining so often of the want of information, | 


ee Goes 


the means of destroying this country, he 

thought it was so unprecedented and unpa- 
: Tei, Nat ep Pay water 

ralleled an insult and injury, that it furnished 


| of itself a sufficient cause for war: it was $0 


gross a violation of public faith, that it was 
certainly a suflicient ground for hostilities. 
It was unnecessary to go through the whole 
of the grounds for war: he would not treat 
upon the annexation of Piedmont, of which 
country we were the direct guarantees, vor 
upon the subject of Switzerland. ‘These were 
amply sufficient grounds for war: but al- 
though he would not dwell upon the subjects 
of the indemnities in the German empire, the 
annexation of Piedmont, the invasion of Swit- 
zerland, or of the Batavian republic, yet all 
these were such sufficient proois of the ambi- 
tion of the French republic, as not less than 
at other periods to excite a disposition on the 
part of this country to resist the ambition and 
aggrandizement of France. It had been doubt- 
ed how far some of these were just grounds 
for war; it had been said that they were not, 
because at the period of signing the treaty of 
Amiens, French troops were in Holland, Pied- 
mont was really annexed to France, and Swit- 
zerland might be considered to be so. Could 
any man doubt at that period, it had been 
asked, that Switzerland and Holland must 
become subject to the power of France, when- 
ever the latter chose to make an effort for that 
purpose? The great argument used in’ sup- 
port of the treaty of Amiens was the tone and 
temper in which it was made, from which if 


"any thing was to be inferred, it was that a 


disposition was beginning to arise in France, 
to act vpon the principles adopted by regular 


hie | to ‘be the. first to congratulate the | governments, and a hope to find in that die 
Ouse Of the? full information which. they | position reasonable grounds for believing that 


we & &' 
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France would observe the treaties she had 
made. Now, when there was a general sys- 
tem of ambition and aggrandizement on the 
part of France, it was said it was no subject 
of complaint: be it so. But should this coun- 
try not be prepared to check that ambition? 
To say that the influence of France was so 
great in Holland and Switzerland, that there- 
fore it ought not to be resisted, was so strange 
an argument, that he did not think it neces- 
sary to pursue it any further. All these acts 
were not only altogether, but each of them, a 
sufficient cause for war, and such as in other 
times had been acted upon vigorously and 
successfully, Here he wished to recur to 
what related to Egypt, in which there was a 
direct breach of the treaty of Amiens. By 
that treaty the French republic was solemnly 
bound to guaranty the integrity of the Turkish 
dominions, which became an important object 
to us, not only in itself, but because of the 
great necessity which existed for it, for the 
security of our own possessions. In that view 
he conceived that we demanded security from 
France against any attempt in that quarter. 
Egypt was evacuated by our troops, and the 
evacuation made a sacrifice to peace, whilst 
we demanded the guarantee as a security for 
our Eastern possessions. If any man doubted 
the insincerity of France, after reading the 
Report of Sebastiani, it would be extremely 
difficult to prove it: yet the Report was said 
to be commercial, Vain and idle pretext! on 
which the purpose of it was attempted to be 
done away. Was it possible to conceive that 
it could be a commercial mission? If any man 
coubted, however, upon the subject, he de- 
sired to refer him to higher authority, to Buo- 
naparte himself, who had distinctly described 
it as a military mission; and to Andreossi, 
the French Ambassador, who had not at- 
tempted to conceal the purpose of the mis- 
sion under the semblance of commerce, but 


who distinctly designated it as a military mis- | 


sion. Thus, then, the Report of Sebastiani 
was confirmed in all its military character. 


part of the Report, view Sebastiani travelling 
in the republic of the Seven Islands: that re- 
public was, however, not confined to Sebas- 
tiani’s Report; another supplementary account 
amongst the papers on the table, informed 
them that the First Consul had granted his 
protection to the Catholic church of the Seven 
Islands, and that when the members of that 
communion prayed to God, they must pray 
for the First Consul. Thus stood the tase 
with respect to Egypt. If the Report of Se- 
bastiani had merely consisted of an intercepted 
letter, it might have been said, that it was not 
a sufficient act of hostility on the part of 
France towards this country, though he should 
have Coatended that it -was; but when, in ad- 
ditioh to the Report, it was adopted by the 
First Consul, and by the.French Ambassador 
bere, could any reasonable man, he asked, read 
5 


- 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.—[May 24.] 











[ 1688 


that, and doubt that there had been in the mind 
of Buonaparté an hostile view with respect to 
Egypt, a disposition to act directly contrary to 
his owh guarantee of the integrity of the Turk. 
ish empire ? ‘This was even not all; but when, 
in the Declaration of his Majesty, it was stated 
that the French government had suggested the 
idea of a partition of the Turkish empire, he 
must suppose that jt related to a regular pro. 
posal made by France to a great northern 
power, for such a partition. With respect to 
this point, no documents were offered; but 
if Ministers had not referred to it, they would 
have done less than their duty; and to have 
referred to it more distinctly, would have 
been more than was called for. Before he 
quitted this subject, he could not help advert- 
ing to an expression that had been used, that 
Buonaparté had a desire to possess himself of 
Egypt. If it was meant to be said that there 
was an abstract wish on the part of the Great 
Consul, possessing half the world, secretly, 
silently, and piously to add Egypt to his do- 
minions, he could not conceive that such a 
simple abstract wish could be a cause for war. 
But putting together facts, would any man 
assert that it was a fair interpretation of those 
facts, to say merely that Buonaparté had a 
desire to possess himself of Egypt? That 
desire was manifested by acts so manifestly in 
breach of the treaty which he had signed, 
that we were justified in saying that it was 2 
hostile breach of faith. Steps had been taken 
by the First Consul, which clearly indicated 
the means by which his designs were to be 
executed. From the moment that any hostile 
act was committed by France, we were Just! 
fied in using every means for our own secll- 
rity. The best means by which the First 
Consul could execute his projects upon Egypt 
were those which he thought the most ne- 
cessary to the accomplishment of his desire ; 
they depended upon Malta, and if we had 
evacuated Malta, we should have been justi 


| fied, after the Report of Sebastiani, in endea- 
_vouring to retake it. Would any man sy, 
But was that all? Look at the supplementary | 


that if it was just to retake it, it was not also 
just to retain it when it was already m™ our 


| possession? He could nov see the least differ- 


ence between our retaining Malta, if Paaace 
committed a breach of faith, and our right . 
possessing ourselves of it again after a a8 

of the treaty of Amiens, and having tg 
given it up. Jn this view Of the subject, “4 
would not go into a minute discussion respec : 

ing the roth article of the treaty of Amiens 
He would grant, ‘that if the rane 
the treaty had been fulfilled, and we hac am 

refused to deliver up Malta, a breac oe 
that treaty might have been alleged age by 
us; but no case had ever been- made + the 
France, which gave het a right to Se reoaakt 
evacuation of Malta by us. “He réally t nb ‘ 
that. there never was’ 2 period im rwit 
so many and such invincible groands rs! ty 
onthe ‘partvof this country, were £0 © € 
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and distinctly made out, as in the moment 
when he was addressing the House. It might 
be said, that amply sufficient grounds of war 
might exist, and yet considerations of expe- 
diency might render it doubtful whether Par- 
liament should recommend the prosecution of 
the war; but were there or not. any such 
grounds of expediency at the present mo- 
ment? If they were to say that such a war at 
the present moment would not be a dangerous 
experiment, and that it would not press hea- 
vily, in point of expense, upon every man in 
the country, they would be deceiving them- 
sclves, and disguising the truth. But what 
had they to consider? He lamented that their 
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voice upon this occasion would only be a 
choice of great evil. Before, however, they 


[1690 


out allies, to those countries with whom we 
might wish to ally ourselves, it would not be 
unimportant to shew our readiness to repel a 
danger which was common to all, to shew our 
disposition courageously to meet the difficul- 
ties which presented themselves, and bravel 

to overcome them. With respect to the 
amendment, it appeared to him that there was 
no duty.more incumbent upon them, when 
representing the spirit and sense of the coun- 
try upon the present occasion, than that they 
should ‘speak with an unanimous voice. There 
was no sacrifice’ which he would not make, 
consistent with conscience and honour, to 
obtain that unanimity. If, then, he saw in 
the amendment no material difference, must 
he not complain, that, without any essential 


agreed to a change for war, they were to con- | difference, it should have the effect of weak- 


sider what they would lose. 
that they would lose? Would any man say 
that it was a change from peace to war? It 
was, on the contrary, a change from a state 
of unequal truce to a state of equal war. 
They must look danger courageously in the 
face, and hope with confidence for a glorious 
result. Did they sacrifice, by such a change, 
that which was valuable, or even tolerable? 


‘ 


| 


| 


Was it peace | ening that unanimity? Though there was not 


one word in that amendment that he would 
not willingly subscribe to, yet he could not 
but lament that it would have the effect of 
preventing Parliament from speaking with an 
unanimous voice. ‘The country was placed 
in a very arduous situation; but he was con- 
fident that the spirit of Englishmen was amply 
sufficient to encounter successfully the perils 


Without entering into the consideration of | which surrounded them, and that there would 


the conduct of his Majesty’s Ministers, he 
would ask, whether, if the wisest men in the 
country had been at the head of affairs, it 
were possible that they would have suffered 
the last two months of protracted negotiation, 
during which we experienced not a peace but 
a truce, in which we disarmed whilst the 
enemy armed—in which we were called upon 
to give up our conquests, whilst the enemy 
Was pursuing a system of aggrandizement, 
and completing their military preparations, to 
be afterwards carried into Yaect against, this 
country? Was it to be said, that-we were to 
wait till they had completed all their arrange- 
ments? And were we to be taught to wait pa- 
tiently the event of the attack, and not. to 
take those means which we were called upon by 
God and man to take for our own security ? 
it might be said, that.even at the period of 


the present discussion, we had gained an a 


vantage of vast moment, since the great and 
mighty republic of France had thought fit to 
abandon the important acquisition of Loui- 
siana. He could not conceive that any one 
would be so childish as to ask, whether that 
was a fresh indication of a pacific spirit? What 
was the.cause of it? The war. However pa- 
racoxical it might seem, he considered that 
cession as a fresh indication of a hostile mind 
on the part of France. {t was evident, in his 
opinion, that it was the object. of France, in 
this cession, to.do away oue enemy more, 
and to endeavour to prevent an alliance be- 
tween the United States and this country. It 
ad been said that we were without allies: he 
did not see any oceasion for. treating our for- 
mer continental alliances éo lightly asthey 


be found means, and mind, and spirit to meet 


| the contest in which we were engaged. If 


‘to the Rt: Hon. Gent. who 





been treated. But however we might be with- 


? 


the country was true to itself, and Parliament 
was true to the country, there need be no 
fear for the issue of that contest. 


Mr. WHITBREAD said, the Rt. Hon. Gent. 
had called for unanimity in the discussion of 
this subject, and he (Mr. Whitbread) also 
called for unanimity. The Rt. Hon. Gent, 
had said, that there was nothing he would not 
sacrifice for the sake of unanimity, except 
honour and conscience. He put it to the Rt. 
Hon. Gent. under the sot (Mr. Pitt), and 

14d just spoken, 
or to the Hon. Gent. who sat upon the same 
bench with that Rt. Hon. Gent. whether they 
could, with a safe conscience, vote a direct 
approbation of the conduct of his Majesty’s 
Ministets, to which the presetit address would 
pledge them? He called upon them to say, 
whether his Majesty’s Ministers had uniformly 
manifested a desire for the maintenance of 
peace? whether those Ministers had con- 


ducted themselves well, and whether they had 


not committed the honour of the country? 
The Rt. Hon. Gent. (Mr. Grenville) had dis- 
tinctly admitted, that Ministers had commit- 
ted the honour of the country; and if the Rt. 
Hon. Gent. could not approve of them, he 
could not approve of that part of the address 
which went to the approval of their conduct. 
Let those, therefore, who called for unani- 
mity, vote for the amendment of his Hon. 
Friend (Mr. ae which went the fall length 
of pledging their lives and fortunes in the sup- 
port of his Majesty in the contest in which 
we were engaged, without pledging themselves 
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to the approval of the conduct of his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers. He trusted the House 
would indulge him, when he previously con- 
fessed that it was impossible for him to take 
that narrow view of the question which was 
proposed by the Rt. Hon. Gent. He thought 
it absolutely necessary to comment upon those 
steps which Ministers had taken during the 
negotiation, since it was impossible to discuss 
the steps ultimately taken by those Ministers, 
without inguiring into the previous negotia- 
tion. In doing this, whatever might have 
been his feelings with respect to any party 
with which he was connected, he acted per- 
fectly free from all party bias. He had hailed 
the accession of the Rt. Hon. Gent. (Mr. Ad- 
dington) and his colleagues to power, as the 
only chance of saving the country. He ac- 
knowledged the brilliancy of the speech made 
by a Rt. IIon. Gent. (Mr. Pitt) on the pre- 
ceding evening, and he so much the more_re- 
gretted the part that Rt. Hon. Gent. had 
taken, for as it had been said that one person 
in France had absorbed the whole power of 
that mighty empire, so it might be observed, 
that if ever the fate of empires hung upon the 
lips of one individual, it was on the lips of 
that Rt. Hon. Gent. (Mr. Pitt) on the pre- 
ceding evening. He regretted the part which 
that Rt. Hon. Gent. had taken, and should 
have been happy if it had been otherwise, for 
no one would be more happy than himself at 
the return to power of any one who was dis- 
posed to restore peace, which he thought 
might still be restored. He thought the nego- 
tiation had been conducted ill, and that when 
it was broken off, it might still have been 
brought to a happy issue. But if the Noble 
Lord (Hawkesbury) thought the experiment 
of the treaty of Amiens was useful in destroy- 
ing that spirit of enthusiasm in France, from 
whence so much mischief had resulted, do 
not let those who spoke upon this subject, 
Increase inflammation upon a question which 
they ought to discuss dispassionately, and not 
sufler themselves to be run away with by the 
old liveterate spirit of hatred against France. 
Let them recollect who were the Ministers 
who called for war. He was not surprised 
that the Rt. Hon. Gent. (Mr. Grenville), and 
those who sat with him, should contend that 
there were sufficient grounds for war, but did 
not enter into the consideration of any distinct 
cause for war, contending, as they did, that 
at any time since the signature of the treaty 
of Amiens there was sufficient ground for 


? 


war. But what did we now go to war for? 


"Was it or was it not on account of the single 


paper of the ultimatum of this country which 
new lay upon the table? And if France had 
accepted that ultimatum, should we or should 
we not bé now at peace? If so, lét them dis- 
miss all cireumstaiices of aggravation from the 
discussion” Of ‘the subject before them, No 


- man felt more than ‘he did the aggravated in- 


sults offered to this couhtry by France; but 
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| why not make representations upon each insult 
received, and, if no satisfaction was obtained, 
why not appeal to Parliament? He granted 
that every individual insult was a cause for y ar; 
but why then not demand satisfaction, and 
if not granted, appeal to Parliament? What 
were the circumstances which related to the 
treaty of Amiens? On the 23d of November 
last, his Majesty’s speech was made to Parlia- 
ment. He confessed that the speech of the 
Rt. Hon, Gent. (the Chancellor of the Exche« 
| quer) then made upon the question respecting 
| the address, was far from being satisfactory to 
jhim., He took the liberty at that period to 
| ask for explanation ; and if be did not much 
misinterpret what was then stuted by that Rt. 
Hon. Gent. it was, that there was no danger 
of any breach of the treaty of Amiens. From 
this circumstance, a grave and weighty re- 
sponsibility rested upon Ministers. ‘I > sub- 
ject of Switzerland had been dwelt von al- 
ready with so much eloquence, that he should 
only say, that he viewed the events which had 
taken place in that country with as much 
horror as any man. But how did the question 
stand with respect to that country? At the 
time that Buonaparté invaded its liberties, a 
Swiss deputy applied to the powers of Europe, 
through the medium of their ambassadors at 
Paris, for assistance; they were only suc- 
cessful in their application to this country. 
A note was presented from Lord Hawkesbury, 
remonstrating with the French government 
respecting that subject. <A letter of instruc- 
tions, dated the same day (the 22d of Novem- 
ber) with that note, was sent to Mr. Moore, 
giving him an irrevocable power to involve this 
country in a war with France, not but that 
there was a just cause for war, but knowing 
at the same time that the Swiss were ‘up- 
ported by no other power than by this coun- 
try, under which circumstance It must be 
agreed, that such a war would have been “yi 
politic. Thus, after the refusal of the other 
powers of Europe was known, and Ministess 
having, on the 23d of November, risked a wa! 
with France on the subject of Switzerland, 
and not then knowing the issue of the nego- 
tiation, did then in point of fact inform the 
House and the country, that there existce a 
danger of any breach of the treaty of Amiens. 
How was this to be interpreted ? Ministers 
sent ott immediate orders, in consequence Of 
this dispute, not to evacuate the Cape of ope 
Hope and other places, which was a direct 
breach of the treaty of Amiens. Soon altel 
wards they sent out orders to evacuate ea. 
places. This would serve to shew how ding 
sters interpreted their own act respec hat 
Switzerland. It was most extracrdinary 4 
at the same time when thcy sent ott peter 
not to evacuate the Cape and other piace’ 
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and which it now appeared formed the whole 
subject of the present contest. On the 8th of 
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| that the Noble Lord had made a promise upon 


| the subject. 


December, when a flourishing statement of | 
the finances of the country was made by the | 


Rt. Hon. Gent. (the Chancellor of the Exche- | 


quer), he then said, that there was no danger 
of any breach of the treaty of Amiens, at least 
if not so in terms, that was the tenour of the 
expression used by him. 
Majesty’s message respecting his R. H. the 
Prince of Wales, the same thing was repeated, 
that there was no danger of war. Very soon 
afterwards came his Majesty’s message, an- 
nouncing a probable rupture with France: the 
grounds of that message had never yet been 
explained: distinct information had been ask- 
ed for as to the grounds of that message, but 
his Majesty’s Ministers had never yet given it, 
nor had they at all explained that message, 
which appeared now so very inexpedient. It 


At the time of his | 


had been asked by the Rt. Hon. Gent. (Mr. | 


Greiville) what we should give up by going 


| 


to war. He would ask what was the sensation 
produced in the country by that message, | 


which announced the probability of war? Let | 


that Rt. Hon. Gent. consider the sorrow 
which was produced throughout tl-e country 
by the tidings of that message, and let him 
imagine the real grief which it occasioned. 
As to the opinion of the country, his opinion 
was, that if it was polled from one end to the 
other, with those exceptions which must al- 
ways be the case, there was not one man to be 
found who would not say, that if we had 
received insults from France, those insults 
ought not to go unredressed 3 but let that opi- 
nion be taken in the same way, as to the con- 
duct of his Majesty’s Ministers, and whether 
they had done all in their power to avoid war, 
and he believed the answer of a large majority 
would be, that they had nots that was also his 
feeling upon that subject. He thought that 


his Majesty’s Ministers had passed over ia the | 


Declaration, many points with respect to which 
the tone of France was more insulting, or at 
least as much so as in those they had noticed. 
With respect to the representations of France 
respecting libels alleged to be published against 


try, such remonstrances should have been 





| 


But how should the representa- 
tions upon that subject have been met? Bya 
direct refusal; and if France chose to avenge 
herself, let her do it. The subject of the 
aggrandizement of France had been already 
ably discussed. Those who voted against the 
peace of Amiens, stated this as a reason why 
they opposed that treaty. But how was it 
with respect to his Majesty’s Ministers? The 
independence of Holland was secured; but the 
fact was, that French troops were in the Bata- 
vian republic at that time, and continued there. 
Were any representations made_ respecting 
those troops? Several motions were after- 
wards made by those troops, for the purpose, 
as it was supposed, of quitting the Batavian 
republic, but they stopped on the frontiers of 
Holland, under the pretext of being destined 
to serve in the expedition to Louisiana; but 
was there any formal remonstrance upon this 
subject? He should have thought it proper 
that Ministers should have sent a formal re- 
presentation, in order that they might have 
had a formal answer; then they might have 
come to Parliament with their doubts; and 
there would now have been no dispute about 
the object of war. ‘he independence of 
Switzerland was secured by the treaty of 
Luneville ; yet, eight or nine months after the 
signature of that treaty, the French troops 
were not withdrawn from that country: that 
might have been considered as an omen of thé 
bad faith of France. <A considerable time 
elapsed between the signature of the treaty of 
Luneville, and that of the treaty of Amiens, 
and still the French troops were not with- 
drawn. Those who made the treaty of Amiens 
must have considered at that time that 5wit- 
zerland would be kept by France. All these 
circumstances were stated, and the argument 
by which they were answered was, that it was 
to be supposed that the treaty would be exe- 
cuted. <A system of aggrandizement was like- 
wise pursued in Italy; and at the time of 


| signing the treaty, Piedmont was in fact an- 
'nexed to France, by being made a military 
| arrondissement of that country, which was very 
the government of that republic in this coun- | 


treated with contempt; the answer should | 


hav. heen, We have no satisfaction to give you, 
take your remedy. With respect to the com- 
mercial commissioners, did Ministers do their 
duty? were those men sent out of the coun- 
try? The consegnence of pot doing their duty 
was, that it still remained a problem, whether 
they had received satisfaction from France on 
that point: and this, mixed up withother things, 


was brought forward as matter of aggravation | 
| come forward to take up the cause of an in- 
_jured Sovereign, or an injured people? He 
'(Mr. Whitbread) agreed, that if a case was 


against France. Lord Hawkesbury had been 
called upon to send out of the country certain 
individuals beeause they were obnoxious to 
france. No Briton would contend that men 
w 


try, ought to be sent out of it; but it appeared 





10 had received the protection of this coun- | 


| France. 


| tection was sufficiently known. 


little different from being really annexed to 
The isle of Elba was likewise taken 
under the protection of France, and that pro- 
All these cir- 
cumstances were known at the time the defini- 
tive treaty was signed. It was not therefore 
for those who signed that treaty, or those who 
supported it, to contend, that those reasons 


| which existed at the time of signing the treaty 


were now reasons for going to war, It had 
been asked. by the Noble Lord (Hawkesbury) 
on the preceding evening, was no country to 


made out of injury, their cauege ought to be 
taken up; but it was needless to talk of giving 


what couid not be given. That Noble Lord 
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had alluded to the German indemnities, the | 


whole of which was a complete system of rob- 
bery: but did the Noble Lord and his col- 


leagues, who knew sucha system was resolved | 


upon at the treaty of Luneville, set their faces 
against it? Now, however, we were to go to 
war to redress the wrongs of the continent. 
If the ultimatum on the table was not the ob- 
ject of the war, in God’s name let them know 
the object of it; let them not raise a false 
spirit in the country ; le. them know whether 
the object might be attained or not without 
going to war. With respect to Malta, which 
seemed to be the sole object in dispute with a 
view to Egypt, the Noble Lord (Hawkesbury) 
had descanted upon the perfidy of the French 
government, in throwing difficulties in the way 
of the guarantees; but he forgot that all the 
while the French government were throwing 
difficulties in the way of those guarantees, 
Malta remained in the possession of England, 
and that it must have done so whilst those 
difficulties remained. The Noble Lord and 
his colleagues had, however, resolved to fulfil 
the treaty of Amiens, when, on the goth day 
of February, a dispatch was sent to Lord 
Whitworth, announcing that the evacuation 
of Malta would have taken place if a certain 
circumstance had not happened. This cir- 
cumstance was Sebastiani’s mission. The Rt. 
Hon. Gent. (Mr. Pitt) had said, that the hostile 
disposition of the First Consul was to be in- 
ferred more from the mission than the Report. 
Ministers had stated, that they knew of the 
mission, and that they knew Scbastiani had 
seen General Stuart, as in their dispatch to the 
French government they had stated that Egypt 
had not been evacuated, inconsequence of a mis- 
take. Ifthe Report was an act of aggression, 
he thought that Ministers were highly culpable 
in not remonstrating at the time. Did that 
Report disclose more of the hostile disposition 
of the First Consul than was before known? 
Egypt was always a favourite object of the 
French government, and Malta also, with a 
view to the former. What was done to pre- 
vent Malta from falling into the hands of the 
First Consul? It was proposed to garrison it 
with Neapolitan troops, when the feeling of 
every military man upon that occasion was, that 
jt was in fact placing it in the hands of France, 
as the First Consul'might have it when he 
pleased. As to the importance of Malta with 
a view to Egypt, it had been stated upon a 
former occasion by a gallant officer (Gen. 
Maitland), that it was of no importance in that 
point of view. It was not unlikely that the 
empire of the Ottoman Porte might fall by 
means of some arrangement of partition, to 
which the First Consul might be supposed to 
allude in conversation with Lord Whitworth, 
and therefore his words were not to be taken 
in that sense which was applied to them; but 
at any rate it only resulted that all that we 
knew before upon that subject was confirmed. 
Kt appeared that Talleyrand had signified the 





deen moved for by the Noble Lo 








[1696 


willingness of the French government to give 
every security respecting Egypt; he did not 
think Ministers went far enough in inquiring 
what that security was. ‘I'he Emperor of 
Russia had offered to guaranty Malta, leaving 
out the Maltese langue. This morning an 
important document had arrived, contained ip 
the French official paper, which was a note 
from the Russian Minister, to Talleyrand, 
stating in the most conciliatory terms, the 
desire of his Imperial Majesty that the treaty 
of Amiens should be maintained, and his wish 
to interpose his good offices between the two 
countries, and at the same time stating, that 
the English government knew that the Empe- 
ror could not assent to the Maltese langue, on 
account of a previous arrangement to the con- 
trary. From this it appeared that his Imperial 
Majesty was willing to interfere between the 
two countries. With respect to the previous 
arrangement there mentioned, it appeared very 
strange, but perhaps Ministers might be able 
to explain it satisfactorily. This, however, 
he was sure they would not explain satisfac- 
torily, why they had not noticed that projet 
of the court of Petersburgh at that time, when 
there had been no Sebastiani and no message 
to the Legislative Body. The publication of 
the Report of Sebastiani, notwithstanding 
what had been said by the Rt. Hon, Gent. 
(Mr. Pitt), might be considered as an answer to 
Sir Robert Wilson’s work, respecting the 
transactions of our army in Egypt. If the 
message to the Legislative Body had been 
considered as an insult, Ministers might have 
demanded and obtained satisfaction imme- 
diately, as they had done in the case of M. 
Reinhard. With respect to the refusal of 
Russia to guaranty Malta, it was contradicted 
by the note which had been laid upon the 
table that evening by the Noble Lord. He 
thought that his Majesty’s Ministers might 
still avail themselves of the interference of 
Russia, and that peace might even yet be 
preserved. 


Mr. Datvas said, that the question before 
the House involved in it two considerations: 
the justice of the war, and the conduct of his 
Majesty’s Ministers in the conduct of the ne- 
gotiation. Upon the latter point there ap- 
peared to be considerable difference of opinion; 
some Gentlemen seemed to tiink that Ministers 
had not gone far enough in their efforts to 

reserve peace, while others thought that they 
had not taken their stand early enough o— 
the aggressions of France. He wished to recall 
the attention of the House to what appear¢ 
to him to be the only question now beforc 
them. The question was, whether the zor 
in which we were now engaged was on 0v f 
part a just war, or not? As to the conduct 5" 
Ministers during the negotiation, that —- P 
ly did not form a part of the consideration 
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call upon them for any approbation of the 
conduct of Ministers. But as to the real 
question before the’ House, he would ask 
whether there was any mau who would say 
that the conduct of ‘France was not, ia every 
instance, marked with imsult and aggression 
against this country and yet it was proposed 
in the amendment, to leave out all that part 
of the address which expressed the opinion of 
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Parliament upon the justice of the war. If | 


the amendment was adopted, Parliament 
would be pledged to support the war, without 
giving any opinion whatever upon the nature 
of the war which they pledged themselves to 
support. He confessed that he came to the 
consideration of the papers which had been | 


Jaid before the House, with a mind not desti- | 


tute of partiality for his Majesty’s Ministers, 
who had concluded a treaty of peace, which 


had been approved of by the country, though | 


perhaps some of its stipulations were liable to 
objection: it struck him, therefore, that the 
persons who had made such a peace must be 
anxious to preserve it. But he came also to 
the consideration of these papers with another 
and a superior feeling, viz. an anxious wish, an 
ardent desire, to find his country in the nght; 


a hope that we should not now, for the first | 


time, be found to have departed from that 
strict observation of treaties, that course of 
honourable inoderation, which had always cha- 
racterizéd our conduct. Upon the desire of 
Ministers to maintain peace, it seemed to him 
impossible to entertain a doubt. Had they not 
made every cession stipulated for by the treaty 
of Amiens, except only that of Malta? and 
had they not made every effort in their power 
to prevail on those powers of Europe who 
were to guaranty that island, to accede to 
that guarantee, in order that Great Britain 
might completely fulfil the treaty? It was 


good faith, and freedom all over the world. 
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other means; that is to say, he wil! choose 
the moment when it is mest convenient for 
him to go to war for it. ‘The British govern- 
ment had constantly asked for explanations of 
all the conduct of Franee, which explanations 
were constantly refused 3 and at last, when the 
British Minister had left Paris, then they made 
an offer, which wasin fact nothine less than to 
ask us to participate in a scheme of plunder and 
robbery. An Hon. Member( Mr. Whitbread \ had 
asked for information upona point upon which 
it was essential that not only he, but the liouse 
and the country, should obtain a specific an- 
swer. He had asked for what purpose we were 
going to war? The answer he would give to 
that question would be this: * We were going 
to war for Malta—not for Malta only, but for 
Fvypt—not only for Ezypt, but for Jadia—na 

orly for India, but for the integrity of the 


4 
‘ Cv 'y of 


sritish empire—not only for the i 


the Briti:-h empire, but for the cause of ju Lice, 
’ 4 >? 


+ 
\ 


Mr. Ector said, that in voting for the ad- 
dress, he meant merely to express his opinion 
of the justice of the war on the part of this 
country; but to give no opinion whatever 
upon the conduct of Ministers. ‘The war ape 


| peared to him both just and necessary; necess 


sary, because we wete forced into it for sclf 
preservation and defence; afd he really would 


not give his vote for the war unless he was 


| convinced that it was not only just but neces- 
|sary. It was not necessary to refer to, or to 


comment upon the repeated acts of insult and 


| aggression offered by France to this countrys 


not necessary to enter iato an examination of | 
7 ; 
the conduct of France with regard to Hol. | 


land, to Italy, or to Switzerland. Nobody | 
pretended to defend or excuse their conduct 
in relation to these states. With regard to | 
the execution of the treaty of peace, every 
thing on the part of this country manifested a 
desive to execute the treaty: every thing on | 
the part of France was evasion, prevarication, | 
and delays With regard to the mission of | 
Colonel Sebastiani, he should pass that overyas 
so much had been said upon it, with merely 
observing that it was a clear manifestation on 
the part of France of a desire to get possession 
of Egypt, and, through Egypt, of India. ‘The 
First Consul had told this country that Egypt 
was his object, but that he would not go to 
war for it. ‘This was a faithful picture of his 
mind. He willnot go to war; why? because 
he is restrained by the stipulations of a treaty, 
because he’ is réstfained by a sense of honour 
and »good! faith? No; these are restraints 


much too weak for his great and: daring! mind : 
but he willnot go to warnow forEgypt, because 


q 





he bad hopes to get it-at another time: and dy | 


Vou. I 


they had increased every day, and were still 
increasing. Upon this subject he was happy 
to find that there were not two oninions in 
the House. With respect to the mission of 
Col. Sebastiani, it had been said that Vrance 
had given no satisfactory explanation upon 
this point; but it appeared to him to be an act 
which was almost incapable of explanation or 


of reparation; it was a cool, deliberate, deter- 


mined act of aggression. Jt wastrue, that in 


| entering into this war we commenced it with 
| many disadvantages; we had given up all our 


conquests; we had given up to France many 
possessions which were important in a military 
and commercial point of view; and he was every 
day more and more confirmed in the opinion 
which he had always entertained, that we had 
lost more by the late unfortunate truce, than 
we could have done by even a disastrous war. 
Of all things, now that the contest had com- 
menced, he should deprecate. a weedy and 
insecure compromise with) France; he hoped 
that the contest-would be continued until real 
peace and tranquillity could be restored. 


Mr, Sergeant Best said, if he were asked, 
would he go to war for, Malta? be would an- 
gwer, No; he would not, or fora much more 
extensive possession, in the abstract: but it was 
the manner in whith F gs demanded Malta, it 
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was the disposition she had shewn, it was the de- 
signs which she had openly avowed, that in his 
Opinion justified this country in going to war. 
If the smallest spot of earth was demandéd of 
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gaged. Whatever imputations might be thrown 
out against Ministers upon other points, no 
man could say that with regard to Malta they 
had shewn any unwillingness to comply with 


o a. ‘ 3 * . s | 4 
Us, In the manner and under the circumstances | that part of the treaty; on the contrary, they 


that l'rance demanded Malta, he would refuse 
It, because he would consider it as essentially 
connected with the safety and the interest of 
the British empire. He was ready to admit, 
that between the preliminary and definitive 
treaties, France had repeatedly given us cause 
for war; but it did not therefore follow that 
Ministers were to blame for not going to war, 
for it by no means followed that a country was 
always to go to war, whenever it had a just 
cause of so doing. | 


Mr. CANNING said, that the amendment 
which had been proposed, had rendered it 
necessary for him to say a few words in answer 
to the Hon. Gent. who had proposed it, and 
those who had supported it. Gentlemen had 
contended that it was impossible to vote for 
the original address, without precluding them- 
selves from entering into any examination of 
the conduct of Ministers. ‘To this he could 
by no means assent. Jf it was only to guard 
his own vote against such a construction, he 
should have thought it necessary to trouble the 
House; but he was also anxious to controvert 
another proposition which had been advanced, 
viz. that those who disapproved of the con- 
duct of Ministers, were bound to withhold 
their assent from the address. He could not 
comprehend upon what ground the distinction 
which had been taken on these points, was 
represented as so absurd; for it appeared to 
him that these two points, viz. the justice of 
the war, and the conduct of Ministers, might 
very fairly and properly be separated on the 
present occasion. When they are engaged in 
a war with a great and powerful enemy, their 
first business was to assure the Executive Go- 
vernment that they should receive the support 
ofthe Parliament and of the country; but at the 
game time warning Ministers that if there had 
been any thing improper in their conduct, 
this general support should not protect them, 
at a proper time, from examination and cen- 
sure, if censure should be necessary. He did 
not mean to throw out any insinuations against 
the conduct of Ministers; and if any observa- 
tion of his had that tendency, he begged leave, 
beforehand, to disavow it. He would reserve 
what he had to. say upon that point for a 
future occasion. But no consideration could 
affect the substantial justice of the war on the 


part of this country. It was a war for the 


dearest interests of the British empire, into 
which we were compelled to enter by the 


deep-rooted, avowed, and incurable hostility 
Of France. Whether Gentlemen might think 


that the stand of Ministers was not made at 
the proper point, still there was not, there 


could not be any difference of opinion upon 


the justice of the cause in which we were en- 
: 


had shewn the greatest industry in negotiating 


|and endeavouring to carry the stipulations 


relative to that island into effect. If, there. 
fore, under all the circumstances of. the case, 
they kept Malta, the fault was not to be attri- 
buted to them, but to France. The question 
now under consideration was, whether Malta 
being in our possession, Ministers were blame- 
able in making their stand there. Upon this 
‘point his epinion was completely made up, 
and he entirely agreed with the Rt. Hon. Gent. 





(Mr. Grenville), that if Malta had been pre- 
viously given up, Great Britain would have 
i been justified, after the designs so openly 
| avowed by France, in endeavouring again to 
| obtain possession cf it. This being the case 
| with regard to Malta, the House was told, by 
those who supported the amendinent, that 
‘they had no right to allude to former griev- 
/ances, and that, however bad the conduct of 
| France might have been on former occasions, 
we had no right to refer to it now, because it 
had not been noticed before. He did not 
understand that the former aggressions of 
France were now alluded to, as being in them- 
selves distinct and substantive causes of war; 
they were introduced to shew the general cis- 
position and intentions of France. Without 
discussing whether Ministers were or were not 
culpable in not making a stand upon these 
former aggressions, still their not going to 
war upon these grounds could not preciuce 
this country, when a fresh cause of war arose; 
from adding to its case those previous indica- 


1(%e 


iions of hostility, those previous acts of ag 
gression. But he would not now use them 4: 
matter of complaint against France, he would 
only use them historically as indicative of the 
disposition of France. With regard to the 
importance of Malta, he could only spca’ 
from what he heard or what he observea; ou 
upon that point he had the opinion of Buona- 
parté himself. ‘The importance of Malta was 
distinctly proved by the events which hac oc- 
curred. When the French were going to 1 
vade Egypt they touched at Malta: wren io 
English were going to drive them out oF Egyp's 
they touched at Malta. The inference W% 
obvious. As it appeared now that the M ‘a 
terranean was to be the scene of struggic ¥ 
tween, this country and France, Malta a. 
not be Jooked upon as unimportant. An e 4 
sion had been made to a statement ved 
appeared in a French paper, which ‘Malta 
this day, that it was possible to put ©" "" 
into the hands of one of the three great EO hs 
who were invited to guaranty it; but chs 8 
declared in a previous part of the negotia re 
that Russia was the only one of a, iver 
powers to whom we could consent to 5 wi 
lit ‘up, and he did not understand that t 
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had been any offer made by Russia to garrison 
Malta, as well as to guaranty it. ‘Therefore 
this statement in'the French paper left the 
case precisely where it was before. Somethin; 
had been said in the course of the debate about 
the value of continental alliances: we had now 
before us the experience of a century, in 
which continental alliances had formed a part 
of the political system of this country ; we had 
also the expeiience of two years in which we 
had adopted a different line of policy, and 
experience had shewn that the latter plan was 
not the best calculated to promote our in- 
terests or secure our tranquillity. He wished 
it to be understood, that even if Russia would 
accept the military protection of Malta, that 
would not be considered as a s: tisfactory 
adjustment of the differences relative to that 
island. It was stated that Russia was the only 
power into whose hands Great Brit: ain could 
in fact trust the protection of that island: but 
it was not stated that if Russia had acceded to 
that proposal, it would have been pertectly 
satisfactory to this government. His assertion 
had been grounded on this circumstance—the 
refusal of the court of Petersburgh to accede 


to the gua rantee, the corresponde *nce which | 


had taken place since the treaty of peace, and 
the sentiments which had been expressed by 
the Russian ambassador at this court. Hi 
wished also to observe, that the very messen- 
ger who had brought Count Markoff his im- 
structions to offer his good offices between the 
two countries had brought similar instructions | 
to the Russian ambassador at this court. He 
was not In possession of these instructions in 
an official manner, so as to be enabled to lay 
them bifore the House, but they had been 
communicated to him, and they did not be 

iain one word that held out the idea tha the 
Emperor of Russia was dispose d to take van 
himself the milit: ry protection of Malta. They 
only contained general expressions of good 

vill, and a desire to the Russian ambassador 

in this country to become, if it should be 
necessary, a channel for any explanation oe at 

could be carried on between the two countric 
7 he enly expressions with regard to Malta i 11 
thos se instructions, so far from holding out the 
id dea of a military protection of Malta, stated, 

hat it was not his Majesty’s desire to accept 

ven of the general guarantee, and that only 
upon the terms which had been previously 
mentioned, 


Mr. Fox said, that he should be very un- 
Willing to trouble the House, if he did not 
feel it an absolute duty to the people of Eng- 
land to endeavour, if possible, to rescue them 
a of a situation of great danger, and at all 

vents of certain misery, even if the contest 
in which they were about to engage should be 
attended with the most brilliant success. But 
before he entered into the general question, he 
Wished to say a word or two upon the manner 
in which it had been taken up. Those who 
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had spoken in favour of the original address 
had expressed an apparent wish to confine the 
discussion entirely to the justice of the war, 
ind to treat it as an entirely separate question 
from the conduct of his Majesty’s Ministers. 
Now, with respect to the justice of the war, 
it could not, in his opinion, be by any possibi- 
lity separated from an examination of the con- 
uct of Administration, because the question 
of.the justice of the w: ar wi ibe ina very great 
degree, depend upon the refusal on the part cf 


‘ 

ey ' 

| i yance to give ¢ danatin. satisfaction, or 
! 





redress, and it would be necessary to know 
when and in what manner Ministers had ap- 
plied for such explanation and redress; but it 
was impossible to contend that by votin; r for 
| the original address, they wou'd not \ their 
approbation to Ministers for their heed we 
because the address went to thank his Majesty 
'for his uniform efforts to preserve peacey 
which he could not do until he had more com- 
plete proofs of the fact. The Hon. Gent. 
who sat below him, would, perhaps, concur 
}in declaring that Ministers had been untforin 
in their desire to preserve peace, but would he 
‘oncur in thanking Mi nisters for the whole of 
wir conduct in the negotiation? A Rt. Hon. 
rent. had said, that there was not a word in 


, 
¢ 
i 
the apenemen. to which he was not ready 
1 to 





ve 
yut that he would vote for the 
original addres » though it contained some 
passages to whic th he could not give his con- 
sent without a long explanation, and without 
;entering his protest. It was then surely better 
ito vote for the amendment, in which all could 
‘concur, than to vote for the address, which 
required so much explanation. Mr, lox went 
| over the whole of the correspondence between 
ithe two countries, and made comments on 
| each particular past as he went along, by 
which he maintained that it was manilest there 
was a great deal of shuffling on both sides, 
between the representatives of the two coun- 
tries; he disapproved of the demand made by 
the Chief Consul of France, that any one 
; member of the House of Bourbon should be 
| ordered to quit this country; he had no idea, 
that under ‘any pretence whatever an indce 
pendent state was to be called on to deny to 
'any unfortunate or persecuted emigrant the 
| rites of hospitality.. He considered the ap- 
plication made to us to abridge the liberty of 
| the press, to be the offspring ot the most pro- 
found ignorance of our laws and constitution, 
and a thing deserving only contempt and ridi- 
cule. He thought that much too great stress 
| had been laid on several of the expressions of 
Buonaparté, by the commentarics of Lord 
Whitworth, in his account of the conversa 
tion between his Lordship and the Chief Con- 
sul, and that the report from memo rofa 
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long conversati m was neces rily, and,a , 
i very defective thing. He rid liculed some con 
| clusions that were drawn from the 1 mi 
| manner of Buonaparic, that he was preud aod 
haughty in talking of an attempt on our coasiy 
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L saying that it was an hundred to one that 
he would 
despaired of accompliching his end: 
reminded him of the most extra- 


4 


he Srid, 
Vagant passage 

"4 ’ * 

QO: the most extravagant, 


| 
| 
| 


be destroyed in the attempt, and | 


in the most extravagant work | 
though admirable | 


poet, Dryden, who had put into the mouth of | 
gne of his characterg, speaking to the other— | 


€* You shall not dare to be so impudent as to 


despair.”’—He ridiculed also the idea of sup- | 


posing that Buonaparté would have been so | 


extremcly foolish (unless ingeed we supposed 
him to be fit for Bedlam) as to tell our Am- 


t 


| 


hassador of his intention to go soon to Egypt, | 


if be really had that intention. It was true he 
had expressed a cesire to go there, but cer- 
tainly no design; but the desire of a person to 
do a thing was not a ground for war, else we 
should never have been at peace with the 
House of Bourbon; nor was the sending a 
person to L’gypt to examine that place, for 
that has been often done. As to the commer- 
cial commissioners, who came here in disguise 
to take the soundings of our coasts, he thought 
that was a great breach of faith, and they 
ought to have been arrested, and satisfaction 
dernandeds; and if refused, that would have 
been ground for war; but there was nothing 
of that kind done. With regard to the general 
system of agerandizement, unless it affected 
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then comes Col. Sebastiani’s Report, with the 
mighty disclosure of the First Consul’s desire 
to retain Egypt. The letter is a complete 
proof of a military officer having been sent to 
take military surveys, and form, probably, 
military connexions for France. Then Mini- 
sters find a desire, which they immediately 
convert into a design and overt act of seizing 
on Egypt. As to the reflections contained in 
that letter on Gen. Stuart, he considered them 
asmost unfair and unmanly,and deserving of the 
highest reprobation. He was happy, however, 
they could do him no harm, as he understood 
him to be a very meritorious and intelligent 
officer, and a deserving man. In a political 
view, that Report was mast absurd; but of 
itself it does not amount to a ground of war. 
Let any man namea year from the treaty of 
Utrecht, in time of peace, when the old French 
government had not some such missionary at 
work. In thishe was fortified by the Secretary 
of State’s speech, which stated, that in no 
time of peace following the three last treaties 
of 1749, 1763, and 1783, had one year elapsed 
without an indication of hostility and an in- 
fraction ef peace. Would he on this principle 
have made war constantly on every one of 
those grounds? How monstrous! how ex- 
travagant! Europe would not have had a 


short breathing-time once in a century from 


us immediately, we had no right to complain | 


of it more than the French had to complain of 
us for cur aggrandizement in India; if they 
accused us in this respect, by way of retalia- 
tion for our railing, he knew cf no answer he 
conld make, unless we imitated the lady who 
being accused of a disregard of her virtue in 
miny Instances, said, ** Never before, upon 
my honour, on this side of the Cape of Good 
Ilope.”—As to Egypt, the Rt. Hon. Gent. 
ought to know that Vergennes, the minister of 
Louis the XVith, had an expedition thither in 
contemplation, and how was that resented? 
Why, exactly by making a treaty of commerce 
with him! 

be deceived by the hyperboles of eloquence out 
ef ourcoinmon sense. We were bound by our 
treaty to dehver up Malta at a certain time. 
"Thts article was said to be of the Minister’s own 
manufacture. As to the article concerning the 
guarantee, the two other articles are not 
affected by it; and they provide for the ap- 
pointment of the Grand Master and the garri- 
son of Neapolitan troops. Well! but France 
wished to throw difficulties in the way! How ? 
For the purpose cf preventing its surrender ! 
What was France to get by that? Ministers 
are then angry that France was not as zealous 
as themselves in endeavouring to procure the 
acceptance of the guaranteeship of Malta. 
What said Russia? She would do it upon 
certain conditions. What signified the Maltese 
langue, about which so much was said? Was 
it for a point of good faith? Why, if it was 
kept by England for ten years, the knights of 
Malta might go where ihey pleased! But 


the horrors of war! He thought the curious 
conversation with Lord Whitworth had some 
marks of openness. If the Consul had net 
inentioned the idea of Turkey falling to pieces, 
he must have observed a greater degree of re- 
serve than is usual in any political conversation 
in Europe. Why, the late Empress of Russia 


| +4 , ley 
i was well known to have designs upon Terkey, 
/and the naming of ner son Constantine was 


Ve ought not to suffer ourseives to | 


opce said to be with that view. Who ever 
heard of an idea of war by the sovereigns of 
Europe against her on that ground? We must 
be acquainted with all the circumstances i 
such cases, before we can pronounce judg- 
ment. What might not be said on counter 
manding the evacuation of the Cape? They 
might say we were determined to break the 
treaty: we had a Minister who said, he that 
: ! ; . sc head: and 
gave up the Cape ought to lose his heac ; os 
the English were, it might be said, resolved to 


_break the treaty for that and such purposes. 


j 
‘ 





The publication of Sebastiani’s Report 15 of 
itself a proof rather that it was not to be cone 
sidered as an hostile aggression. ‘Then camea 
part of the negotiation, incomprehensible = 
deed on both sides, but most so on Ours. Lore 
Whitworth goes to request an explanation 
What says the French Minister? Oh, +m 
tell nothing about it, Sir! Then explanato® 
is changed for security, and security for a ; 
in perpetuity ; and, last of all, Malta a wn 
years! Having pushed the Consul 7 ass 
prudence would permit, it was thought oes 

to make it a little easy; and so, a8 4 & ie 
comes in after a tragedy, they bring up 8° 

more proposals and conditions at the end. 
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in the Rehearsal a King of Sardinia is brought 
in who had been dead before the play, and 
with Malta at his tail! So we pushed the 
Consul hard, and then to make a show of 
something, they cry, “ Bring in the King of 
Sardinia,’ and then they put him out again 
along with Switzerland, as easily as. possible. 
The most unjustifiable of all the esnduct of 
Buonaparte on. the subject of annexation of 
territory, was that of his behaviour to Holland 
and Switzerland, which was certainly most 
cruel; but he maintained, that we had not 
acted properly in these particulars. With rer 
gard to the abuse of the one government to- 
wards the other, there were but two ways of 
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were as nothing. This we had been told last 
bight pretty plainly, and ihis not in the flou- 
rishing speech of a young Member, but an old 
Member, no novice, but an adept: “I,”’ says 
thet Rt. Hon. Gent. “ who have had such 
great practice formerly, in crawing your teeth 


‘and paring your fingers, cutting you to the 


quick indeed pretty often, have provided for 
you a new operator, who has an entire new 
discipline for you. You fought last war for 


ireligion and soctal order, and. the balance of 
ipower; but thatis allnothing to what you are 


Lord North and 
You are not to 


now to expect. Prepare! 
myscli were mere triflers. 


think of a year, but a continuation of years, 


disposing of that point—either to demand satis | 
i lions of debt. The income-tax was to many 
‘intolerable, but the new income-tax will be 


faction, or to pass it over in contempt; neither 
of which we had followed ; besides, the parties 
in this respect appeared to be pretty nearly on 
a level. His general blame upon Ministers 
was, that if they had any subject of complaint, 
they did not specify it, and demand satisiac- 
tion; and then, if satisfaction was refused, it 
would be time enough to think of going to 
war, for insult was no ground of war. It was 
the refusal of satisfaction for insult, after satis- 
faction was demanded, that was ground for war. 
This he applied to the whole of the case of 
aggravation and insult, as it was insisted upon 


; 


on the part of our government ; and he main- | 


tained that we had been deficient in our course 
im not demanding satisfaction for the insult 
whenever we met it, instead of waiting for an 
accumulation of insults, and then to make the 


| Malta, after all!! 


totala subject of complaint. He accused both , 


sides of a great deal of hypocrisy on this occa- 
sion, and charged us with having at last gone 
to war upon a sordid principle, that of the 
possession of Malta, and for which it was im- 
probable we should have any alliances, because 
the thing in contest was interesting to none 
but curselves. The remedy for all this he 
stated to be that of an appeal to the great 
Monarch, the Emperor of Russia, first to be- 
come guarantee for Malta, afterwards arbitcr 
between us; and then, if the French should 
persist in their career of injustice, the proba- 
bility would be, that we should have allies, be- 
cause the matter in contest would then be 
generally interesting. He said that this was 
the only course that could wisely be taken by 
us. He would, therefore, recommend that 
the House should agree to the amendment, 
and that an alliance should be formed with 
Russia for the prevention of French aggres- 
sion. ‘The other alternative was war. We 
iad talked much more of other countries than 
of our own, Suppose al! imminent great dan- 
ger out of the case, let Gentlemen recollect 
the state of the country during the latter pe- 
riod of the last war. What was the state of 
villagers, of tradesmen, eyen of gentlemen of 
moderate incomes? He had heard mugh talk 
of economical wars it could not be meant in 
the vulgar sense. We should now have exer- 


tens to maks to which all formes exertions 


' much more severe and oppressive. 


and an addition of two 6r three hundred mil- 


Ve must 
expect great improvements in those measures, 
and in the mode too of enforcing them. ‘The 
last income-tax was pretty near to an inquist- 
tion, but the next wiil complete the busincss! 
Don’t let any body think of paying any thing 
less than a fitth, a fourth, or perhaps a third, 
if necessary. Don’t let him think of paying 
less than fiiicen shillings out of a guinea, mar 
of a drawer which shall not be hable to be 
opened to the inspector!” And all this for 
what?) Why, for Malta! plain Malta! plain 
Malta, unconnected with 
aby great, gencral, generous interest of Fu- 
rope! There was some Emperor of Fez or 
Morocco, who wore on particular occasions a 
grand turban and dress, which excited the 
admiration of strangers. ‘ Ay,’’ said his 


| subjects, * these are fine exhibitions for you, 


but they are only the signs of anexecution-day 
with us!!!) So when we hear Members of 
Parliament indulging us with !uxurious treats 
of eloquence, and tull-dressed speeches, and 
high-toned declamations, I feel myself finely 
feasted and pleased in the House; but when I 


' go into the lobby, and see the people standing 
about the door, I cannot help thinking, Ay, 


ay, you have to pay smartly for ail this! 


| We have had philippics that Demosthenes 


himself might have envied. I remember in the 


| American war we had plenty of the same 





luxuriancy of hyperbole, metaphor, and roe 
mantic rhodomontade! In the last war we 
had still more of it; for then we had the most 
eloquent of men declaring in favour of the 
war. All was rich and delightful as a feast; 
but unfortunately then came the bill, apd the 
enormous charges spoiled all the relish of the 
entertainment! I am estcemed so Frenchified 
by some persons, that I may be excused here 
in quoting an old French proverb, applicable 
enough in this case—* Le cout ote le gout!” 
Sir, I remember, when ail the privy council 
came out of their chamber per‘ectly intoxicated 
with a fine piece of declamation of Lord Ross. 
lyn’s against Dr. Franklin; they were very nigh 
tossing their hats in the air for foy at this 
notabi¢ victary of the tongues Well, Sity I 
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den’t think any man will dispute the fact, 
that we paid pretty well for that exhibition.— 
Mr. Fox considered an alliance with Russia as 
the most advisable, and the only policy at the 
present important moment: he thought it the 
only method of benefiting Europe, and of 
putting ourselves in the most favourable light 
to Europe. Ue observed, that the address 
stated a fact which but few could assent to, 
hamely, that Ministers had been sincere in 
their endeavours to preserve peace, and which 
no one assented to without qualifying his vote ; 
whereas the amendment stated that which 
every body admitted to be true: the way 
therefore to produce unanimity in the House, 
was to adopt that which every body admitted 
to be true, mstead of proposing that which 
nobody could assent to without qualification. 


The CHANCELLOR of the ExcHEQuER said, 


that he never heard with mure admiration the 
talents of the Hon. Gent. ner had greater oc- 
casion to lament that the effusions of his great 
and exaited mind should have been employed 


4 oe t rNIHCe 
fOr tic purpo 
j 


for which they were then ap- 
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lt certainly was not the intention of | 


that Hon. Gent. to produce the effect of un- | 


hinging and unnerving the House, at a period 
the imost important for the consideration of 
the most momentous subject that could come 
before Parliament; and he could not help Ia- 


menting, that such powers should have been | 


sv employed, and to give encouragement where 
there ouglit not to be encouragement given, 
namely, to our enemies; not that it could be 
so intended, although it might be considered 
as likely to have such effect. He would put 
tto the candour of that Hon. Gent.’s mind, 
and would‘ask him, upon reflection, whether 
he thought the language he had used was not 
hkely to accomplish an object which he could 
net wish to have accomplished ? whether he 
did think, that describing that subject in the 
manner in which he had described it, was ne- 
cessary for any good purpose; and whether 
he thought it fair to make such an appeal as 
he had done to the feelings of mankind, for 
the purpose of enlisting them, as it were, to 
fight against their public duty? Such might 
be the effect of the eloquence of the Hon. 
Gont. that night; but he had a firm reliance 
on the good sense and fortitude of the people 
of this country; and he had a perfect convic- 
tion that, at that moment, they felt the dan- 
ger of their situation, and would not be led 
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had ever been shewn on his part to enter into 
that discussion : that he had been desirous ty 
ha fe it considered by the House, and that he 
had frequently expressed his mind to that ef- 
fect, for that he had said that he should not 
shrink from the moment of discussion ; but, 
on the contrary, had waited with impatience 
for the arrival of this moment, that every part 
of his conduct might be canvassed by the 
House. He earnestly wished also to obtain, 
and he trusted he should obtain, the concur. 
rence of the House, in every part of his con- 
duct in this particular. The hope which he 
entertained that such a discussion would take 
place before the House, was now fulfilled. He 
hoped it would be the general opinion of the 
House that night, that his Majesty’s Ministers 
had been sincere in their. conduct, and their 
endeavours to preserve peace, although the 
Hon. Gent. who spexe last had said that they 
were not so, and had objected to the address 
on tuat account. Now, what were the words 
or the address in that particular? “ That this 
“* TTouse entertains a just sense of his Majes- 
“* ty’s anxious and uniform endeavours to pre- 
** serve to his people the blessings of peace.” 
Such were the words; and he never expected 
to hear in that House, that such endeavours for 
the preservation of peace had not been sincere. 
He now, however, knew there were many, he 
wished to God there were not so many, who 
thought they were not sincere in such endea- 
vours; and that there were others who thought 
that, although they were sincere, they had 
not been wise in their endeavours to pre- 
serve peace. He then noticed what had been 


| stated by Mr. Fox, by way of comment on 
the Declaration of his Majesty on the subject 
‘now before the House; on the point of the 


| 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 


away by any artifice or eloquence whatever. | 


Hie should not follow the Hon. Gent. into a 
minute detail of this case; he should rest it 
upon its plain and obvious good sense. Hav- 
ing been one of those who advised his Majesty 
to send to Parliament the message on which 
the address now before the House was moved, 
he wag satisfied to rest with the House the 
consideration of his motives, and that of ‘his 
colleagues upon this occasion, and he hoped 


the House ‘were satisfied ‘that no reluctance | 


| 


| 
| 
t 





indemnities; on the subject of the French 
troops not evacuating Holland; on the sub- 
ject of Parma and Placentia, and the annexa- 
tion of Piedmont; on the case of Switzerland, 
and on the various other topics stated in that 
Declaration. Upon all which topics the Hon. 
Gent. seemed to insist that his Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters had not performed their duty, !nas- 
much as they had omitted to make specitic Te 
monstrances to France in each of these cases a 
they occurred, instead of waiting for tne ac 
cumulation of them all. Upon this subjects 
however, he begged leave to say that the {lon. 
Gent. had not done justice to Ministers, /7 
representations had been made upon almost eve a 
one of these topics. He then read from different 
parts of the Correspondence, ‘the instructions 
which were given to our Ministers, Mr. = 
at the Hague, and to Lord Whitworth : 

-aris. He said he should not go over allt . 
grounds of these instructions. With regares 
however, to Switzerland, he would observes 
as the Hon. Gent. had particularly notice 

their. conduct in that respect, their object 9 
to maintain the independence of Switzeriant ’ 
and they expressed that object by Mr. —— . 
and intended. to support the Swiss, U 
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became impracticable by their being over-| March r803, an army was to be paid 243 mil- 


whelmed. Ho wever, the interference of this | 
country had not been totally useless in that 
respect ; for although our wishes were not ac- 
complished, yet much had been accomplished 
by our exertions : ; for he had reason to aj ppre- 
hend that our exe ertions had been the means of 
preventing the First Consul from declaring 
himself their first magistrate. He was con- 
vinced of this from the information of those 
who had an opportunity of observing what 
passed in Switzerland, and from which he 
learnt that the interposition of his Majesty’s 
Ministers in that respect had been beneficial 
to the people of Switzerland. More might 
have been done, had their disposition been 
properly supported, and more would have 
been endeavoured by Ministers in that case ; 
but it was discovered that there was no corre- 
sponding disposition in the other great powers 
of Europe to make a common cause with the 
people of Switzerland. There were therefore 
no farther means left in this country for that 
purpose. ‘The course which he should take 
vould be to shew, that the whole of the con- 
duct of the government of France, taken col- 
lectively, was manifestly the animus to injure 
and insult this country, and that it was under 
a conviction of this animus that the question 
of peace or war was properly to be decided. 
He maintained that all the parts, taken collec- 
tively, manifested than animus. An imputa- 
tion had been cast on his Majesty’s Ministers, 
as if they had neglected their duty in not hav- 
ing demanded satisfaction upon points as they 
occurred; but it did appear to him, and he 
trusted it would appear to the House, that sa- 


tisfaction had been demanded on each particu- | 


lar case which required it. He then referred 
to the Correspondence in several particulars 
relating to the Report of Sebastiani, from 
which he contended, that it appe: ared to be 
the determination of the French government 
to interfere with respect to Egypt, anc deycon- 
duct itself contrary to the ex! ITESS PFOVIsIONsS 
of the treaty of Amiens, whic h provi led for 
the integrity of the Turkish empire; and to 


various other parts of the Corresponde nce be- | 


tween Lord Whitwerth and the french Mini- 
ster, as well as to the long conference therein 
detailed, as it took place between Lord Whit- 
worth and the Chief Consu! himself; and also 
to what related to Malta in particular ; and 
maint ained that itappe: ared from these extracts, 
that his Majesty’s Ministers had never omi ittec 
any part of their duty, but had with great care 
— attention endeavoured to perform it. He 
maintained that it appeared in every article 
that it was the disposition of the French go- 
vernment to avail itself of every opportunity 
that occurred to shew its hostile temper, and 
to manifest a determination of going to war, 
or of rendering war inevitable; ‘that they had 
made preparations for that purpose by an aug- 
mentation of their forces, for that it appear ed, 
that from the 4th of February to the 4th of 


| 


| the reason why 
| place. 


| 
| 














lions of livres, voted for that year; and the 
charge of the navy was larger in proportion 
for the same period, amounting to 126 mil- 
lions of livres. He then went over those parts 
of the Correspondence which applied to the 
offer that was made for the guarantee of Malta 
by the Emperor of Russia, &c. and alleged 
uch a guarantee did not take 
He made several comments upon this 
part of the case, tending to shew that it was 
not the fauit of this country that this part of 
the treaty was not errried into full execution. 
—The Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox) had said, that 
he believed the war might yet be avoided: the 
war could certainly not be avoided, because 
the war was already begun; but if the Em- 
peror of Russia, or any other considerable 
power, should be pleased to interfere, with 
friendly intentions, and make any proposition 
of a practicable nature, by whiic peace may be 
restored, he was sure there was not any indi- 
vidual in the House, or in this country, whe 
would be more glad to attend to it than him- 
lf; and he would go further, and say, that 
he should betray his duty to his Sovereign 
and to his country, if he did not endeavour to 
forward such an understanding; always re- 
membering, that such object should appear 
practicable before it should be recommended 
to the consideration of his Majesty, consist- 
ent with the honour of the Crown, and 
also of advantage to the country; he meant 
not the apparent advantage in the opinion of 
some persons, but the real advantages of the 
people, and to give them the advantages of 
peace; to give us the prospect of peace. He 
was not so vain as to talk of a permanent 
peace, but a real pr spect of the real cnjoy- 
ment of peace. Whenever that proposition 
should be thought advisable to be made, ke 
should feel a great re coy in being the in- 
strument in laying it be! his Maje sty and 


in advising his Majesty to : rew that which he 
had indeed invariably man - ted! an inc!ima2- 
tion to peace, when peace can be obtained 
with honour; and a repugnance to war, when 
war was unavoidable; but und r the present 
circuinstances, he should d e the country, 
if he said he saw any thing in che disposition 


of the French covernment which iatrantedd 
such an expectation. We onght therefore to 
a tee for mecting all the difficulties of an 
duous contest. If by any false advice we 
were to be lulled asleep, or to relax in our en-* 
deavours for the preservation of the state, by 
which our security was maintained, and leave 
all our chance to the caprice of fortune, not 
only should we then not discharge our duty to 
the country, but the country itself might not 
then be at any great distance from rin. And 
he was desirous this should be impressed on 
the mind of every individual Member who did 
him the honour to attend to him, that he did 
not, and that he could not ask for support on 
any thing less than a conviction, that he who 
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does support this system must make up his 


mind to great sacrifices in a case which re- | 


guired them, and which had been proved to 
be necessary, as he had stated already, and 
which had been recommended by the highest 


force and authority in the House yesterday | 


(that of Mr. Pitt), We must provide effectu- 
ally for our domestic security ; many persons, 


he was aware, must be put to great inconve- | 


nience, and they must suffer great priva- 
tions for the purpose of having the ceuntry 
secured against the danger and the hatred with 
which it was already menaced. He wi. hed to 
impress upon the House these truths; that the 
present war was founded upon unavoidable 
necessity, and that there is in his Majesty’s 
Ministers a sincere disposition to terminate 
this war whenever it can be terminated with 
honour; but be was also anxious to impress 
upon the House, that it must make up its 
mind to ect our difficulties properly in the 
face. The only regret he felt was, that state 
to which the House was necessarily driven by 
the want of unanimity; he would therefore 
indulve a hope, that the Hon. Gent. opposite 


fo hin who iad moved the amendment last | 


mieht (Mr. Grey), would sacrifice a private 
opimon in this case to the advantages of una- 
nimity. The Hon. Gent. epposite to him, 
who opened this debate to-night, had well and 
ically said, there was no sacrifice con- 
sistently with conscience, which he would not 
make for the sake of unanimity in this case. 
He said the same thing, and Ministers en- 
treated that no Member in the House would 
feel the siightest expression of approbation on 
any part of the conduct of Ministers, either to 
preserve peace, or to auy terms here made. 
Under these circumstances, what the motive 
could be for depriving the country of the be- 


Patrioticails 
> 


nefits of whanimity on this most Important | 
‘he could not approve of the Hon. Gent. 's 


ecaston he could not possibly discover. ‘The 
difference between the sentiments contained 
in the address and’ those in the amendment, in 
he opinion of any man of plain common 
sense, Was literally nothing. There was no 
reason for depriving the country of the advan- 


‘ 


tages arising from a general concurrence of 


sentiment on this occasion.. He should there- 
fore cnicrtain a hope that the Hon. Gent. 
would examine attentively the words of the 
address propounded by his Noble Friend, and 
also the amendment maved by the Hon. Gent. 
wyithen he should leave it to the gentlemen 
on the other side to see if they could have any 
ground for resisting the address. With respect 
to the papers now upoa the table, he should 
say nothing of them by way of comment, he 
should leave them to speak for themselves; he 
was satished they furnished abundant materials 
for satisfying the House that the French were 
pursuing a course of aggrandizement which 
was inconsistent with the honour of this coun- 
try. Ina word, the cause we had to sustain 
was founded on incontrovertible justice, against 
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insult and aggression ; a cause which had left 
to his Majesty or Parliament no alternative. 


The Atrornery Generar could not suffer 
the cloquence of the Hon. Gent. (Mr. Fox) to 
pass unnoticed, as it was a cloak to sentiments 
which were calculated to destroy the unani- 
mity of the House. The amendment he did 
net so much object to as his speech that ac- 
companied it; the arguments which the Hon, 
Member had offered to the House were cal- 
culated to do much mischief, as they were 
founded in ingenuity. He had talked much of 
the value of the biessings attending peace ; the 
House also knew the value of peace as well as 
the Hon. Gent.; but he would say, that peace 
could not be valuable to the country when 
maintained at the hazard of our ruin, and ner- 
haps the loss of our nation. Let any man look 
over the papers now .on the table relative to 
the negotiation between this country and 
‘rance, and he was sure it would be immedi- 
ately acknowledged, that the Freach wished 
to cestroy the British power. Every persona 
who has considered the subject without pre- 
judice, must see the necessity to check the 
ambition and overgrown power of the First 
Consul. He did net wish, at this late hour, 
to intrude on the time of the House, other- 
wise he had materials before him that would 
convince the House of the immediate necesoily 
to commence a war against.a powerful and 
dangerous enemy. 


Mr. WinDuAM said it was not his intention 
to trouble the House many minutes, but toe 
arguments offered by Mr. Fox appeared to 
him fallacious, and he could not but express 
his disapprobation of the sentiments cclivered 
by that Hon. Gent. The question before the 
House was certainly of considerable moments 
\dvil. 
Vox) arguments, if arguments they miay be 
called. ‘That Gent. had told the House that " 
was his wish to suspend hostilities, mm order 
to sce whether the negotiation may not be 
kept open jor the benefit of a peace: a 
would be giving time to our enemy, and Coss 
us a considerable injury; he could not but 
think the arguments which the Hon. Gcut. 
had offered to the House went like porsones! 
arrows to each Member, and was the cliect ot 
wickedness. ‘To encourage delay, under ay 
flattering hope of peace, would be a stad ™ 
the country, and place it at the foot wel 
enemy. Mr. Fox had talked of the eormall 
tax; but how would the people of this coun. 
try like an income-tax laid on by the ate 
If the Hon. Gent. could shew by any pes?" 
means, that the interference of the Russia’ 

swer would produce a good effect, he wou’ 
power would | Fox had 
support the measure proposed. Mr. oh > @ 
used eloquence to destroy every thing by that 
valuable to society. It had been said DY 4 
Hon. Gent. that he did not wish te sec 4s © 
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Hon. Gent. (Mr. Pitt) in the House, as he had 
given his support to the question. But he 
should always be happy to see that Rt. Hon. 
Gent. in the House, as he was one of the 
brightest ornaments of the state. He con- 
sidered it a perfectly just war, and a peace 
under the present situation of affairs would be 
dangerous to the country. The House of 
Commons he considered like an assembly of 
surgeons, convened to execute a great but de- 
licate operation; and he would ask, whether 
it would not be better to give the patient a 
little pain, than let him perish by false kind- 
ness, This was the exact state of the country 
at the present moment: we must suffer pain, 
to save our country from becoming a heap of 
ruins; it was therefore necessary we should 
lose a limb to preserve our body. He should 
for these reasons support the original question, 


a ad 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, May 25.—( See Minutes, p. 818.) 


[War WITH FRANCE. ]—SirROBERT PEELE 
said that he had a decided objection to war in 
any shape, for he conceived it to be the greatest 
of all evils to the human race; and it should 
be always his endeavour, while he had a seat 
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state of peace under such circumstances as we 
were surrounded by since the treaty of Amiens, 
because such a peace must be liable to conti- 
nual interruption, and, circumstanced as this 
country was, must be fatal. 


Mr, BanxkEs found it impossible to vote for 
the address, because it stated that uniform 
endeavours had been used on the part of this 
country, to preserve peace. Now this he could 
not assent to, after he had read the instruc- 
tions given to Mr. Moore. At the same time 
he did not concur altogether in the amend- 
ment, nor in the arguments by which it had 
been supported by an Hon. Member last night 


| (Mr. Fox). 





Sir RicHARD Hitt believed in his conscience 
that Ministers had been anxicus for the pre- 
servation of peace, and were sincerely grieved 
that it should be interrupted, and that they 
would have sacrificed every thing consistent 
with the honour and security of the country, 
to prevent a rupture. 


Mr. Hosyouse considered it his duty to 


-express his approbation of the conduct and 


| 
} 


wisdom of his Majesty’s Ministers; and he 
was sure every Member of the House who had 


in that House, to get rid of a situation so de- | taken a view of their conduct, would concur 
plorable ; but with respect to this war, it did | with him in bestowing praise on those Hon, 
not appear from the papers on the table that | Gent. who had made every endeavour to con- 
it was brought upon us in consequence of any | tinue peace. The conduct of the French to 
fault of the present Administration. It did | Switzerland. was sufficient ground for this 


not appear to be the desire of the French to 


country to enter into a war with a people who 


obtain the rock of Malta: they had other ob- | have become so powerful and dangerous. Mi- 


jects in view. 
English constitution was what they really 


He believed the rock of the | 


aimed at: he conceived it was our liberty, | 


protected by our constitution, that gave the 
most uneasiness; a constitution which re- 
flected so strong a light to the people of 
France, that it gave them a perfect insight 
into the rotten state of their own socicty. He 
conceived that the French people, who had 
so long been struggling for liberty, who 
were an enlightened people, and who valued 
freedom, would wish us well, and wish a 
happy issue to thiscontest, 


Mr. Henry Lascexces said that*the con- 
duct of France ever since the peace had been 
atrocious, and ever since they had the oppor- 
tunity, they had pursued a system of aggran- 
dizement, and of insult and aggression to 
every country they could; so that we could 
not remain in security. Provocations had been 
offered to this country, which, in ordinary 
times, would have been considered as a decla- 
ration of wars and he did consider that every 
mean had been employed by us to procure 
satisfaction, and to avert the calamities of war. 
France had put it to us, whether we would 
sacrifice every thing to support ourselves in an 
inéecure peace.. He thought that a state of 





war, evil as it was, yet was preferable to a 
Vor. III, 


nisters have not been blind to the intentions 
of the First Consul, and therefore they had 
done right to maintain the Cape and Malta. 
No man could be so blind as not to see that 
the French wished to increase their power in 


| the East: Malta was therefore the object of 


their desire. He was, however, happy to find 


that our Ministers had used every precaution 


to prevent theirextension of dominion in Egypt 
and the East Indies, The French had gone 
beyond all bounds of reason, honour, and 
every thing that constitutes greatness in a na- 


tion. It was now time to look after the safety 


'of our own country. 
that every honour was due to Ministers for 


He was proud to say 


the wisdom they have manifested on this im- 


| portant occasion, and their attention to pre- 


serve the liberty and the dignity of the island. 


Mr. SHaw LeFevre said that the people of 
this country were not to be alarmed by any 
dreadful picture that may be éxhibited to 
them against a war, when their property and 
liberties are in danger; and he was sure they 
would not suffer ‘the French to get a foot of 
British ground, but shed their blood to pre 
serve the envied blessings of England; envied 
they had long been, and now are, by a despe- 
rate enemy: but he could answer for the cous 
rage of his ae that they nevér would 
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tamely lose those liberties, of which they.are 
now the happy participators: he hoped the 
people would follow up the war with spirit, 
agreeable to the old saying, have a “ long pull, 
a strong pull, and a pull ail together.” 


Mr. WiLBERFORCE said, that he did not 
think the amendment contained any thing im- 
proper in it. The part of the address which 
had occasioned so much observation, and had 
met with so much opposition, was the lines 
which expressed “ the uniform conduct of the 
Ministers to preserve peace.””’ No man could 
suppose for a moment, but his Maiesty’s | 
Ministers wished to maintain peace between | 
the two countries: therefore by what he said of 
them respecting their inattention to the bless- 
ings of peace, it could only be understood that 
they had not made use of the best endeavours 
to produce peace. He wished Ministers had | 
encouraged the Russian power to mediate be- 
tween France and this country, which might, 
in his humble opinion, be still the means to 
settle the differences between the two coun- 
tries. He allowed that the French had given 
many proofs of their want of attention to the 
treaty of Amiens, and had acted in violation 
of all principle, consequently we must be on 
our guard, and make the best endeavours to 
curb the ambition of French power, and con- 
vince them that England is not to be trifled | 
with. It was true, that the people of this | 
country must suffer, in order to make our 
enemy suffer, and that taxes would be laid on | 
the subject to carry on the war; but these are | 
tries compared with the importance of our | 
religion, morality, and all those rights dear to | 
Englishmen. He was certain he spoke the | 
voice of the people when he told the House, | 
that, from one end of the nation to the other, | 
there would be an unanimity to defend the | 
shores of Great Britain. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Friday, May 27.—( See Minutes, p. 819.) 

[MEDIATION OF RUSsIA,]—Mr,. Fox, I 
rise in pursuance to the notice I gave on a for- 
mer day, in order to submit to the House a 
motion of the utmost importance, a motion, 
perhaps, of as much consequence, consider- 
ing the present situation of public affairs, as | 
ever was discussed in this House; and it is | 
from a conviction of its importance alone that 
I should be induced to trespass on your atten-. 
tion; but that trespass, however, shall be very 
short. Into the general question of the pre- 
sent war I do not now mean to enter, From 
my opinions, which I took occasion to state 
very fully on a former evening, a majority of 
this, House, has thought proper to differ, and 
to the judgment of that majority 1 bow with 
om ae _The ¢ountry is now engaged in war, 
and,,it shall therefore have my most ardent 








support. No one can wish it to be more suc- 


~~ - 


cessf ul than Ido; and whatever difference of 
opinion may prevail as to the grounds of the 
war, to which I shall not now refer, I am 
persuaded that there cannot be a dissentient 
voice upon.this question—that it is desirable 
to bring it to an honourable termination as 
soon as possible. With this view I have 
thought it my duty to call the attention of the 
House to a proposition which, I understand, 
has been recently made by the Emperor of 
Russia, to interpose his mediation for the 
complete settlement of the differences sub- 
sisting between Great Britain and France. 
Such is the disposition which has been mani- 
fested by the sovereign of Russia, and of 
which it is the object of the motion with 
which J] shall conclude, to recommend that 
his Majesty’s Ministers should immediately 
avail themselves. It is almost unnecessary for 
me to recite the various advantages which 
must result from the mediation of this power- 
ful, respected, and much-esteemed sovereign ; 
and among the most valuable of those advan- 
tages would be this, that should you be 
obliged to prosecute the war for the attain- 
ment of any objects of which that sovereign 
should approve, you would have the mate- 
rial support of that approbation—you would 
have the sanction of his great) name—-you 
would have the opinion of the world in your 
favour—and is not this, I would ask, a con- 
sideration of consequence? If you had no other 
motive for accepting the proposed mediation, 
this ought to influence you. But not only in 
this instance would it be desirable. You 
might, through means of this mediation, con- 
trive to procure the adjustment of not merely 
the question respecting Malta, but, in fact, of 
allthe points in dispute. Impressed as ] am 
with this idea, and believing it quite practica- 
ble, I cannot but be anxious for the mterests 
of my country, and for the peace of Europe, 
that his Majesty’s Ministers should not let 
the opportunity pass by—that they will not 
allow themselves to overlook the means which 
this. offers of accomplishing all the objects 
they desire, of security, honour, and satistac- 
tion, ‘The pqwer and character of the me- 
diator, and the rank: which he holds in Eu- 
rope, justify the strongest hopes. With re- 
spect to his character, it stands upon the most 
elevated. ground; and if the report of all 
men speaks true, that elevation is highly de- 
served-—just to the people committed to his 
government, and benevolent to all mankind, 
he. is generally known to be extremely de- 
sirous for the preservation of the peace of Eu- 
ropes Ifso (and I have no doubt of the fact), 
would any power in Europeiattempt to resist 
our claims, when seconded by the decided ex- 
pression .of ‘that. ronarch’s opinion ?— na 
derstand that this Prince is very much eral 

by the changes which «have taken place in the 
situation of,.Europe,: that /he: ‘ig:'warmly at- 
tached to peace, and that no one,can be staf 
disgusted. than he. is. with the conduct 
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France since the ‘treaty of Amiens. I cannot | love of peace—just the same reason induced 
conceive then, a character whose mediation it | me to subscribe to the Northern Convention. 
would be more suitable to our wishes and more | Then I contend you are as much bound to 
for our interest to accept. In the situation in | make a sacrifice to the peace of Amiens, as I 
which the country is at present placed, it is | am to sacrifice to the Northern Convention.” 
peculiarly happy that the offer has been made. | Put when this Prince shall come to address 


Upon this particular point I am very sanguine, | himself to the French government, he might 


because I am convinced that if acceded to it 
may be productive of the best consequences, 


speak upon still stronger grounds. It is reported 
that a proposition was some time since made 


and, if refused, I.am .apprehensive of many | by France toa certain European power (and no 
unfavourable effects. I think it would tend | one doubts, that this power is Russia), to di- 


to the satisfactory termination of the war, and 


| vide the territory of the Turkish empire. This 


also to a satisfactory regulation of the state of | report is alluded to in a paragraph of his Ma- 
the continent. It may be said that 1 am too | jesty’s Declaration, and it is there stated, that 


Sanguine; perhaps so; but yet I have no 
difficulty in saying, that there exists a strong 
probability to warrant my expectations. If 
any one were to ask me, was I certain that 
such effects as I have described would flow 
from the mediation of the Emperor of Russia, 
I fairly own that I would answer in the nega- 
tive. But of this-I am certain, that no in- 
jury can arise from it, and that. much good 
may ; therefore I would exhort Ministers to 
avail themselves of it. If lam. asked my opi- 
nion of the. present state of the continent, ] 
would say that it is very far from being sa- 
tistactory ; but I would ask in return, can you 
amend that state by a war? Can you promise 
yourself any such thing? If France. be far- 
ther inclined to oppress the weaker powers of 


this proposition was distinctly refused. The 
Emperor would therefore stand upon the 
highest grounds in talking of the French go- 
vernment,. He might say, “ You proposed to 
me the dismemberment of Turkey, which is 
an object that has been much wished for by my 
predecessors, and for which, therefore, I might 
naturally be supposed to entertain an heredi- 
tary partiality ; but I would not adopt your 
proposition, because I felt that it would not 
be just in me to invade the possessions of a 
neighbouring power, although I am quite sen- 
sible that Ihave as much right to do so as you 
have. If you use lofty language, I am not 
less entitled to do so; but I prefer peace to 
the gratification of any arrogant pretensions or 
ambitious projects, and you should do the 


the continent, how do you propose, with the | same from the same solicitude, T abstain from 


means you now have, to prevent it?, How 
can you contrive in any degree to restrain the 
spirit of aggrandizement in that quarter of 


which you so much complain? This offer of | 
mediation, therefore, you should gladly re- | 





any hostile attacks oa other powers, and you 
should abstain also.’’ Such are the terms in 
which this Prince could speak, and if urged to 
it no doubt would, if you accept his mediation, 
Let me, therefore, advise you to attach your- 


ceive, for two reasons: First, in order to ad-| self to that power from which alone you can 


Just the points in which you are more imme-— 


expect to derive any material assistance to- 


diately concerned. yourselves; ,and secondly,| wards accomplishing the ends you have in 


with the view of settling the state of the | 
continent. Why then should Ministers de-. 
cline an offer now, which they would have | 
been happy to embrace at any period of the | 
negotiation? The,enemy has expressed a 


readiness to. accept it, and. how will it appear 


to Europe should you attempt to refuse it? 
I strongly advise you not to do so. If there be | 
any wisdom or moderation in the French go- | 


vernment, you will, through the medium of | it is stated to them, that their government was 


view, either of an honourable and immediate 
peace, or a successful war, With that power 
alone if you could contrive to form a close al- 
liance, you would be able to protect all the 
other states of Europe from unjust attack. It is 
well known that a sirong desire of peace pre- 
vails among the people of France; but how- 
ever general and sincere that opinion may be, 
will not war become somewhat popular when 


this mediation, be enabled to restore peace | willing to submit the consideration of their 
upon terms of justice and honour; and cer-! case to the Emperor of Russia, but that Eng 


tainly there does not exist a power so compe- 
tent to. the object as the proposed mediator, 
nor one that has a fairer right to interpose its 
influence for the preservation of the peace of 
Europe. He may say to this country, “J 
have. agreed to.an arrangement with you upon 
certain points of great importance to my naval 
power, which was not in all respects satisfac- 
tory to my wishes, but yet I acceded to it 
from the love of peace, and from the same mo- 
tive I shall adhere to it.. You complain of the 
terms of the treaty of Amiens, and so do I of 
the terms of the Northern Convention; but 
you, say you agreed to that treaty from the 





land refused to avail itself of that Monarch’s 
offer to mediate? ‘This will furnish presump- 
tive evidence agaiist you,, It, would be mate- 
rial to your purpose to deprive the French go- 
vernment.ot this advantage.” Some Gentle- 
men affect to say that a proposition has been 
tnage by the Russian Emperor, of such @ fa» 
ture as not to. promise any decisive conse. 
guences; and others assert, that even if 80, 
it ought notto be acceded to. With neither 
of these Gentlemen do I agree; but I certainly 
coincide with those who maintain that this 
country should not submit its claims to the ar- 
bitrary decision of iiuesia, or any Other sowes 5 
#223 
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but will it not be wise to explain the justice 
of those claims, and to interest a powerful 
state in yourcause? If, after having done so, 
the French government should refuse you a 
fair satisfaction, and its system should ap- 
pear to lead to the subversion of the conti- 
nental powers, do you think it improbable 
that Russia would connect herself with you on 
fair defensive principles to repel such injustice? 
I think it is not; at least you ought to make 
the experiment, as the opportunity is so fa- 
vourable. It cannot prevent you from prose- 
cuting the war with vigour, a war to which I 
am far from saying you are not competent in 
point of means, if it should be necessary for 
you to pursue it alone. But, however high I 
may think of your resources, I must say that 
they are not such as are applicable to the main 
object of the war with France, which I take it 
for granted to be for the purpose of abridging 
the continental power of that government. 
To that, however, you would be quite ade- 
quate with the assistance of Russia; at least it 
would afford the best chance of it. If Russia 
offers her mediation with sincerity, and I be- 
lieve none doubts that she does, she feels an in- 
terest in the question that must turn in a very 
material manner to your advantage, perhaps 
ultimately to a treaty of alliance. Acting in 
concert with such a power, and for a just ob- 
ject, you could have little danger to appre- 

end. With such a junction, Europe would 
have little to fear from the ambition of any 
man. It would be quite sufficient to make 
any government of France, however powerful 
or enterprising, hesitate before it resolved to 
engage in any war against such an union. She 
certainly had not sufficient resources to war- 
rant the undertaking. A short review of the 
state of Europe would serve to establish that 
point. I shall not now argue the question, 
whether France or Russia has the preponde- 
rance as to military force; but I will observe, 
that, united with this country, Russia would 
have the decided advantage, particularly as 
there seems no likelihood whatever that any 
other power on the continent would engage 
in the conflict, at least not to throw their 
weight into the scale of France. Indeed, it is 
manifest that Russia is the only power on the 
continent whose connexion we should stu- 
diously cultivate, in the view of checking the 
career of France. Neither Austria nor Prus- 
sia can be for that purpose at all looked to. 
I will not enter into any investigation of the 
conduct of the latter power for some time 
back, which may in some instances be very 
justly condemned; but it is evident that its 


general policy is pacific; and Austria f¥om 


prudence and necessity is not less so. From 
the lassitude oveastaned by the last war, from 
the diminution of her resources, and from the 
change of her councils, she does not seem at 
pet to re. tra res ble, 
nu y respected character, the Arch- 
‘Charles, after the immortal glory which 








he has acquired in war, a glory not to be ree 
duced by defeat, now, happily for mankind, 
seems to consider his best glory to consist in 
discharging the obligations which he owes to 
the people, through whose assistance he has 
been enabled to establish his fame, by endea- 
vouring to secure to them the enjoyment, and 
studying to promote the advantages, of peace. 
Such is the employment of this illustrious 
Prince, and therefore there appears very little 
probability that Austria will be for some time 
revisited by the calamities of war. ‘This short 
review of European powers serves to shew 
that Russia is the only state to which you can 
look at present for effective aid; and, inde- 
pendently of this consideration, is it not de- 
sirable for you to have the good wishes of man- 
kind ? and of that you must be certain, should 
you obtain the concurrence of the Emperor 
of Russia in the justice of the cause which 
has urged you to war. This concurrence 
would completely satisfy the House and the 
country ; and it would also produce an im- 
pression in your favour in the minds of the 
people and governments of the other states 
of Europe, which are tribunals that it is for 
your interest to conciliate; still more, it 
would induce a good opinion of your cause in 
the minds of the people, subject to the autho- 
rity of the French government. In all pro- 
bability you would, through this concurrence, 
not sity obtain good wishes, but allies. When 
your cause should be made known, you 


| would, at all events, be certain of the good 


wishes of the people of Holland, Switzerland, 
and many parts of Italy; but it may be said 
that these people could give you no assistance. 
Under the present circumstances perhaps 
they could net. The case, however, would 
be materially different, if you had the co-ope- 
ration of Russia. In various other points of 
view it will be advisable for you to avail 
yourself of this proposed mediation. The 
consequences of your refusal to give am ac- 
count (I don’t mean that this country 1s to ac- 
count for its conduct to any power whatever); 
but I say, that if you decline to state your 
case now, you may not bein such a favourable 
situation again——The same power may 
slow to come forward, and there is no other 
to which you can refer, because there 18 none 
that can or will assist you in checking the ag- 
grandizement of France. Whether Ministers, 
then, are disposed to peace, or determined on 
vigorous war, it is their interest to avail them- 
selves of the proposed mediation. If, a 
ever, they are of opinion, upon good grounds, 
that this proposal is a mere expedient to pro- 
cure delay ; if they think that with ae ae 
solely this offer of mediation was m -. > 
collusion with France, most undoubted'y 
ought to be rejected ; but this suspicion, he 
perstiaded, can never have entered into y 


rational mind. So little are Ministers ._ 
to think so, and so respectfully do a S 
mate the character of the Russian governme? 


3 
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that I have no doubt they would have gladly 
received it, had it been earlicr made. Why 
then should not that proposal be acceptable 
to terminate a war which would have had a 
welcome reception at the beginning of it? 
Russia was one of the guarantees, or rather 
the principal, you relied upon for the security 
of Malta against France. This was to have 
been the solid ground of peace. You have 
now an opportunity by which, in all likeli- 
hood, you may extend that guarantee to the 
peace and security of Europe. You may 
now, by wise management, be able to esta- 


blish a better safeguard for the small states of 


the continent than you ever can, at least, by 
your own single exertion in arms. You have, in 
tact, the best opportunity that has offered for 
the two last centuries for fixing the tranquil- 
lity of Europe on a solid and permanent basis. 
Combining all the powers specified in the gua- 
rantee for Malta, they would be able to keep 
any individual state within equitable bounds; 
they would be able to protect the rights and 
territories of all states from invasion, to pre- 
vent the oppression of the smaller states, and 
to restrain the mischievous spirit of aggran- 
dizement. 
several states of Europe, Let those who have 
gained not think of any farther extending 
their gains, and let those who have lost ac- 
quiesce in their losses, and let justice and 
tranquillity prevail. ‘That such a combination 
of the higher states, directed to such high 
objects, is desirable, all good men will admit; 
and that it is practicable I am fully convinced; 
and an occasion now offers, in which Mini- 
sters may have the means of commencing the 
glorious work. ‘The uneasiness of the minds 
of the people of every nation at the prospect 
of war, and the universal abhorrence of in- 
Justice, naturally induce an opinion that such 
a measure would have the benediction of all 
mankind; and surely humanity and sound po- 
licy would equally urge it—The Hon. Mem. 
ber concluded with moving an address to his 
Majesty, praying that his Majesty would be 
graciously pleased to avail himself of the dis- 
position manifested by the Emperor of Russia 
to mediate between this country and the 
French government; which disposition might 
not only lead to the speedy and honourable 
termination of the present contest, but to 
produce the most beneficial effects upon the 
general tranquillity and safety of Europe. 


Lord Hawkxessury rose to object to the 
motion upon two grounds: first, that there 
was no fair parliamentary ground laid for its 
adoption; and secondly, that, as no such 
ground was laid, the House should not, under 
the present circumstances, accede to a motion 
Which could not be productive of any good, 
and might do harm, by betraying indecision. 
For the constitutional right of the House to 
interpose its advice upon the exercise of any 
branch of the Royal prerogative, and particu- 


They would be able to say to the | 
| tion, where it was expressed in the strongest 
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larly as to peace or war, he felt as much ree 
spect and regard as the Hon. Gent.; but he 
contended, that before such interference was 
attempted, a good case ought to be made 
out. As the constitution vested certain pow- 
ers in the Executive Government, the infere 
ence naturally was, that those powers were 
not to be restrained or dictated to by any 
other branch of ‘the Legislature, but where 
they appeared to be abused. There were 
only two cases in which it was the province 
of any Hon. Member to recommend a mea- 
sure to the Executive Government: the one 
where his Majesty’s Ministers neglected to do 
that to which it was their duty to have at- 
tended; and the other, where the measure 
recommended was wholly different from the 
system which those Ministers pursued. Now, 
upon neither of those grounds did he think 
the proposition of the Hon. Gent. could be 
supported ; for however some Gent. might be 
disposed to censure his Majesty’s Ministers, 


he believed there were scarce any who would » 


charge them with neglecting any means that 
could be resorted to to preserve peace with 
honour; and in proof of that disposition, he 
had only to refer to his Majesty’s Declara- 


terms. Here all Europe might see that his 
ajesty was even now ready to enter into an 
arrangement consistent with the dignity of his 
Crown, and the essential interests of his peo- 
ple. He would ask, what could be the mo- 
tive of such an appeal, but to shew the sin- 
cerity of his Majesty’s wishes for the restora- 
tion of peace? And after such an appeal, he 
would ask also, was it possible that any Mi- 
nister would advise his Majesty to refuse any 
mediation that was likely to produce accept- 
able terms of peace? With respect to the 
Hon. Gent.’s observations on the general state 
of Europe, he was not at all disposed to dif- 
fer with him; but as to the practicability of 
the coalition he had described, he could not 
by any means agree with him, and the expe- 
rience of the last ten years forbid any hope of 
such a league acting long and steadily in con- 
cert for such an object. Though such a con- 
cert, he would readily admit, was in the high- 
est degree desirable—a concert not to be fet- 
tered or damped by little confined views, or 
by separate interests, but proceeding on fair, 
broad, and liberal grounds, yet he was not 
sanguine in his hope of witnessing it. He 
was aware that Russia was the power which 
it was most for the interest of this country to 
conciliate, with a view to avert the evils and 
to produce the good to which the Hon. Gent. 
had alluded; and without wishing to provole 
any dissension upon this occasion, he would 
say, that one of the reasons he had for ac- 
ceding to the last peace was, that during peace 
there might be an cpportunity of procuring 
some continental alliance, of which there 
could.be no hope during war, and which 
would serve to fix a barrier to the career of 
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aggrandizement to*which the French govern- | vernment, a more wise system of policy was 
ment was manifestly disposed; but notwith- | now pursued. Views of an enlarged and com- 
standing this wish, he could state with the ut- | 


most sincerity, that he never omitted any en- 
deavour that could tend to preserve the peace 
inviolate: his endeavours with regard to an al- 
liance were merely for a concert of a defensive 
mature, such as the Hon. Gent. had referred 
to in a part of his observations: that alone 
was his object, and with no view whatever to 
renew the war. However little might be the 
disposition of some parties to do justice to 
Ministers, he hoped this at least, they would 


acknowledge that nothing was omitted to pre- | 


serve that peace; and he saw no change in the 
state of things that could induce him at all to 
calculate upon the probability of its restora- 
tion from the adoption of the motion. ‘There 
was nothing feasible in the proposition alluded 
to by the Hon. Gent. He had stated, that it 
would have been gladly received by Ministers 
at any period of the negotiation. What, in 
point of fact, was this proposal? Why, that 
if any cifficulty arose between the British and 
French governments, in the communication 
of their sentiments to each other, that the 
Russian Ambassadors at Paris and London 
should facilitate that communication, and that 
they might he made the mediums of explana- 
tion. Now, he would ask of the House, 
after the very protracted negotiation they had 
witnessed, after the state of anxiety in which 
they had known the country to have been placed, 
whether Ministers would have been justifiable 
in consenting to any farther delay, where no 
mediation likely to be effective had been of- 
fered. That the French government should 
have expressed its willingness to avail itself of 
the mode of communication proposed, was 


‘not to be wondered at, as, had this country 


consented, it would have afforded the means 
for continuing for some time longer that sys- 
tem of evasion and procrastination which the 
papers on the table sufficiently exposed, and 
which seemed to be the policy of that go- 
vernment to pursue.—The Hon. Gent. had 
stated the advantages to be derived from the 
mediation of Russia, not ‘only with reference 
to the particular case of the points in dispute 
betwixt this country and the French republic, 


but with a view to the establishment of a ge-| tic, but he would contend that hopes ol 


neral guarantee for the protection of all the 
weaker states of Europe. With this opinion 
he most distinctly coincided. Of the import- 
ance of the mediation of Russia, no man, 
possessing enlarged views of nationai policy, 
could for a moment entertain a doubt. If 
such a mediation could be procured, it would 
not be contended by any one that it would 
not be peeuliarly advantageons. An allusion 
had been made to the system of naval neutra- 
lity which had been set up by the Northern 
powers. He had much satisfaction in. stating 
to the House, that with the great majority of 
reflecting individuals in Russia, and particu- 





prehensive nature were indulged. It was al- 
lowed that the interests of this country and of 
Russia were in every point of view compati- 
ble: a decided opinion was formed, that no 
useful purpose could be promoted by pressing 
the neutral question, The fact was, indeed, 
that this question was brought forward. under 
the reign of the late Empress, in whose cha- 
racter the pride and the vanity of being at the 
head of a coalition, operated more powerfully 


‘than any considerations of real and permanent 


utility to her empire. It could not be forgot- 
ten that Russia possessed no mercantile ma- 
rine, and that if the present relations of the 
Turkish empire continued, a mercantile ma- 
rine never could, to any great extent, be 
formed. The only consequence of the esta- 
blishment of the neutrality to be contended 
for, would therefore be to introduce into the 
Baltic, powers whose influence it was the ob- 
vious interest of Russia to counteract. He 
could not too strongly press on the House his 
conviction of the extreme importance of the 
co-operation of Russia in any plan to counter- 
act the progress of French ambition; and he 
could fairly assure the House, that any measure 
calculated to promote this object was one which 
would meet with the warmest concurrence 
from Ministers. His objection to the Hon, 
Gent.’s motion. was, however, simply, that it 
had been supported on no parliamentary 
ground, It had not been proved that Mi- 
nisters had shewn any indisposition to accept 
of this mediation ; and till this were proved, 
he must contend that the motion was unnt+ 
cessary and inexpedient. In the conclusion of 
his Majesty’s Declaration, on the contrary, a 
disposition to accept of any arrangement by 
which an amicable adjustment could be om 
tained, was clearly laid down; and after mer 
a declaration, he could not see what beneficia 
consequence could arise from pressing the mo- 
tion. On the other hand, it might have a very 
unfavourable effect on the state of the aye 
mind; it might unhinge the exertions ot # ¢ 
country, and lead to expectations which w wi 
not to be realized. He would not say tha 


| the hope ef mediation was altogether roman- 


} 
| 
} 





larly with the individuals composing the go- | 


ight 


not to be held out to the country which mgt 
be disappointed. These were the grenrenee 
which he objected to the motion. ae <a} 
principles of the Hon, Gent.’s speech a mn 
no possible objection—they were princip “a 4 
which all were agreed. As It now sto ° 
however, the motion could be gareghhatcl 
no good, and might be attended with co - 
derable evil. He should therefore, as the -_ 
convenient way of disposing of it, move 
previous question. 


os . H it 

Mr, Pirt.—In rising upon this a. 

is not my intention to detain the wage Y 
moments. In the present important © 
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affairs, I am sure there must be a common 
wish and a general feeling that it is not de- 
-sirable to press into view any differences, or 
to press the House to any division upon topics 
of minor importance. Whatever I may think 
of the Hon. Gent.’s proposal as a motion of 
advice in the actual circumstances, with most, 
nay, I may say with all, of the general prin- 
ciples of the speech on which it was grounded, 
I most heartily concur. I heard, indeed, the 
speech of the Hon. Gent. with infinite satis- 
faction; and that satisfaction was heightened 
by observing, that my Noble Friend, the Se- 
cretary of State, received the sentiments with 
that approbation which left no doubt on my 
mind, that, if any effect can be given to those 
principles (and it belongs to the Executive 
Government, in the first instance, to give 
them application), no favourable opportunity 
will be lost of putting them in practice. It 
would be strange, however, if I had not heard 
-with approbation the principles laid down by 
the Hon. Gent. They are the principles 
which, in the best times of this country, in- 
duced and enabled this House to contribute 
to the general liberty and independence of 
Europe; to support the rights and redress 
the wrongs of minor powers, and to oppose a 
successful resistance to the encroachments of 
ambition. They are the principles which 
(more than any passionate and national oppo- 
sition to France, proved, as France has been by 
so many facts, to be the rival and almost the | 
national enemy of this country) led us not to 
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consider the name of any particular state, or 
the prejudices of local situation, or the dic- 
tates of separate interest, but prompted us to 
set ourselves in opposition to any power, both 
as, in the first: instance, it threatened the re- 
pose and the rights of other states; and, in 
the second, as it affected the independence 
and security of Great Britain. I rejoice to 
be able, on this occasion, to agree with the 
Hon. Gent. in his general principles, though 
i cannot but remember there have been times 
when the Hon. Gent. differed from me, on 





_ the application of those principles, with a ve- | 
hemence that looked very like an entire con- 
demnation of them. If, however, he does | 
admit the principles, I rejoice, for the sake of 
the country, that he has stated them in a man- 
ner so clear, so just, and so satisfactory. 
They are the principles on which the great- | 
ness, the glory, and the prosperity of this na-| 
tion have been reared; and never were they | 
struggled for more gloriously than they were 
during the last war: and it was only when I 
saw myself compelled, by adverse circum- 
stances, to despair of the effect of their ap- 
plication, that I -léoked to any separate ar- 
rangements for this country. They are the 
principles upon which I found myself justified 
in: proposing to. this House large subsidies to 
continental powers; they are the principles on 
which L have thought that it was justifiable to 





sacrifice opr private and separate interests to 
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procure greater advantages for our allies, and 
to promote and consolidate the security of 
the general system of Europe; they are the 
principles that supported me when I found 
myself obliged to differ from several friends, 
for whose talents and opinions I entertain the 
highest respect, about the manner in which 
the war was terminated. It was those princi- 
ples which, after there was no longer any 
hope of improving the situation of the conti- 
nent, and promoting the security of the gene- 
ral system of Europe, by any separate efforts 
of our own, led me to think, that in making 
terms for ourselves, we were more at liberty 
to yield considerable sacrifices, with a view to 
put an end to the evils of war, than we should 
have been had we sought peace by the deser- 
tion of our allies, and an abandonment of the 
cause of Europe.—But far be it from me to 
enter upon those topics to call forth difference 
of opinion, and to provoke former disputes. 
I allude to them to shew that the principles I 
now applaud are not new to me. My appro- 
bation of them is recorded in my past conduct. 
I am glad that the Hon. Gent. has proclaimed 
them with so much precision and force: I 
hope they will have the benefit of his great 
authority, and the recommendation of his 
great talents (and greater authority they can- 
not have), to remove objections which have 
sheltered themselves, perhaps more than there 
was ground for, under his name, against all 
common cause with the rest of Europe, and 
against sacrificing, in any circumstances, the 
least portion of British interests, for the ba- 
lance and preservation of the continent. But, 
while I approve the principle of keeping a 
watchful eye upon the state of the continent, 
Ido not mean that, on every occasion, upon 
every movement, we ought to interfere with 
continental affairs. All I say is, that no great 
convulsion, which shall unhinge the established 
interests, and dissolve former relations, can 
take place without involving consequences 
highly important to Great Britain. We are 
not bound, however, to take upon ourselves 
to interfere, even when interference would be 
desirable, unless we are joined by those whose 
co-operation would be necessary to give effect 
to that interference. But whether ‘for a sea- 
son of war or of peace—whether in the view 
of giving energy to our arms, or security to 
our repose—whether with a view of prevent- 
ing war by negotiation, or restoring peace 
after war has broken out, it is the duty of the 
Ministers of this country to avail themselves 
of the good offices of powers with whom it 
must be the interest of this country to be 
united in alliance-—The Hon. Gent. very pro- 
perly avoided detailing any mode in which 
the principles he laid down might be applied 
to the mediation of Russia. Indeed, it is ime 
possible to point ont the mode of application, 
without knowing exactly the circumstances in 
which it would be exerted. I shall therefore, 
upon the whole, follow the Hon. Gent.’s ex- 
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' parate arrangements, 


ample in avoiding that detail. It will appear 
whimsical, however, if I now seem to narrow 
the principle of continental policy, which the 
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laid down bythe Hon. Gent. the justice of which 
I so strongly feel. Nevertheless, unless some 
practicable benefit is to be derived from press. 


Hon. Gent. has sanctioned, This, neverthe- | ng the motion, I hope the Hon. Gent. will be 


less, I veniure to state, that if there can arise 
out of the médiation of the Emperor of Rus- 
sia, any chance of producing a general sys- 
tem on which peace could be restored, and 





; 
} 


inclined to withdraw it. To press it to a 
division at the present moment, would be at- 
tended with one of two inconveniences: ei- 
ther the previous question would be carried, 


confirmed by respectable guarantees—a peace | by which there might be room for the mis- 
by which not only the objects in dispute be-| construction that one part of the House was 
tween Great Britain and France, but other | hostile to the principles on which the Hon. 
points relative to the state of Europe, could! Gent. argued; or, on the other hand, if the 
be adjusted—it would be a consummation so | motion were carried, it would imply a doubt 
important, that, to obtain it, some arrange- | that the House entertained a suspicion that 
ment, even less advantageous to this country | Ministers did not concur in the principles so 
in a separate view, would be admissible. What | 


that arrangement should be, either as to the 


mpossible beforehand to determine: it will ) 


depend upon ail the circumstances of the 
case-—On the other hand, if that system 
were not attainable, our interest would pre- 
scribe other views and other precautions. 
Though unwilling to separate ourselves from 
the continent, though willing to make some 
deduction from the sum of our own demands, 
and from the means of separate security to 
augment the strength of the general system, it 
might happen that we should be left, without 
any fault of our own, to maintain a separate 
struggle. If we know that France entertains 
views of hostility towards us—if we know 
that we have in our hands strong and impreg- 
nable means of resistance—powerful and ef- 
fectual means to defeat that hostility with 
which we have been particularly threatened, 
then would it be especially incumbent on us 
to provide, that any substitute for our secu- 
rity, which a general arrangement would af- 
ford, should be solid and efficient. If our se- 
curity is to depend upon our own single ef- 
forts, and to be maintained by our own sepa- 
rate arrangements, we have in our power the 
means; nor shall we put to hazard by a feeble 
policy what British valour has gained. To 
consolidate our security by the general secu- 
rity of Europe, is undoubtedly desirable; as 
well as to provide for it by particular and se- 
To unite both in their 
respective degrees, must be that which is 
most desirable ; but how far each will be car- 
ried must be regulated by circumstances. So 
much I thought it necessary to hint, that we 
may not be turned into the opposite extremes 
of, on the one hand, neglecting the state of 
the continent altogether, as conducive to our 
security ; and, on the other, that we may not 
look to any continental arrangements with 
such confidence as to slacken our efforts, and 
to abandon our separate means of vindicating 
our rights, and preserving by war that secu- 
rity to which we are entitled; unless, like 
most of the states of the continent, we are 
ready to sink into subjection to the power of 
the aggressions and outrages of which we com- 
plain.—So much upon the general principles 


well laid down in the Hon. Gent.’s speech, 


the and were unwilling to give them effect ; a sus- 
general system or our particular interest, it 1s | 


picion for which, after what has been said by 
my Noble Friend, the Secretary of State, 
there appears no foundation. I therefore hope 
that the Hon. Gent. will rescue the House 
from this dilemma, by withdrawing his mo- 
tion. 


Mr. Fox, in reply, contended that he op- 
posed the late war on precisely the same prin- 
ciples which he had this evening thought it 
his duty to state to the House. He opposed 
it at the commencement, because he foresaw 
that its prosecution would only have the effect 
of destroying the influence of this country on 
the continent. Throughout the course, he 
only saw additional proofs of the correctness 
of that opinion. The Rt. Hon. Gent. had 
himself allowed that he was friendly to the 
peace, on the precise ground that the further 
prosecution of the war would not have held 
out a prospect of producing any change in the 
unsatisfactory state of the continent. With- 
out assuming to himself any peculiar degree 
of credit for superior sagacity, he might be 
permitted to say that he had, at a much ear- 
lier period, foreseen what the Rt. Hon. Gent. 
had at length admitted. On the same prin- 
ciple he had supported the treaty of peace, 
not as good in itself, but as preferable toa 
continuance of the war. He did not at all 
mean to revive the remembrance of points of 
former dispute, which were now happily 
passed over, but these few observations he 
felt himself called on to state to the House. 
With respect to the question immediately be- 
fore the House, it was necessary for him only 
to say a few words, having previously stat 
the grounds of his motion. He did not mean 
to dispute the right of the Executive a 
ment to decide, in the first instance, on t 
question of peace or war. He was not, how- 
ever, at all disposed to admit the — 
®hat no Member of the House of Common 
had a right to call in question the propriet 
the exercise of this right, till some proo a. 
the existence of criminality or oe aid 
part of Ministers was established. see 
not, by bringin forward the motion, € 4 
Ministers with aving neglected to take pF 
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pe measures for the preservation of peace, 
ut, at the same time, a motion of the nature 
which he had brought forward might be highly 
necessary. It was, he believed, pretty noto- 
rious that an offer of mediation had been 
made by the court of Russia. It was not, 
however, at all equally notorious, that this 
offer of mediation had been accepted, or was 
likely to be accepted. He had no wish to 
press his motion to a division, if the informa- 
tion he wished to receive could be otherwise 
obtained. If it could be stated by Ministers 
that there was, at this moment, a disposition 
to accept of the mediation of Russia, he had 
no sort of objection to withdraw his motion. 
Something had been said about the effect 
which the motion would have in unhinging 
the public mind. He was at a loss to con- 
ceive how such an assertion could be seriously 
urged: he really confessed himself at a loss 
to see how such an effect could be produced. 
He could not imagine why attempts to nego- 
tiate at the time a war was commenced, 
could at all paralyze the exertions of the 
country. He was only anxious to press the 
motion, because from the mediation of Rus- 
sia he entertained the most sanguine hopes 
that the war in which we were engaged would 
be speedily terminated. The Noble Lord had 
said, that the mediation offered was merely 
an offer of the explanation of the Russian 
Ambassador, relative to the points in dispute 
betwixt the two governments. He would not 
deny that this was the lowest species of me- 
diation, but it still might be productive of 
ynportant consequences, and might lead to a 
mediation of a more important kind. He 
pressed his motion now, because if the offer 
of a mediation were not now accepted, the 
advantages which might result from it would 
be lost, and it would be no satisfaction to any 
Member then to ask Ministers why they had 
not accepted the offer, when the consequences 
of their refusal could not be repaired. In 
this case the evil would be positively felt, 
which, by a timely interference on the part of 
the House, might have been avoided. Un- 
less, therefore, he received. a more ‘distinct 
assurance from Ministers of their readiness to 
accept of the mediation, he should, however 
unwilling to disturb the unanimity which was 
so desirable, feel it his duty to press the 
Motion, ~~ 


Lord Hawxessury stated what was the 
hature of the mediation offered by Russia. 
The fact was, that the impression on the mind 
of the Emperor Alexander was, that there 
Was a certain degree of reluctance on the part 
of the two governments to explain distinctly 
the points of mutual dispute, Jt had accord- 
ingly been ed, that the Russian Minis- 


ters at London and_ Paris aig Ayicad 2d 

their good offices for procuring this exp 

tion. A desire was also expe peed ie 
ingness of the Emperor to do all in 


power to facilitate an amicable adjustment of 
the differences betwixt the two governments. 
At the time this offer was made, Lord Whit- 
worth was on the eve of quitting Paris; and 
looking, therefore, to an immediate termina- 
tion of the discussions, the offer was by far 
too loose and too general, in the judgment of 
Ministers, to be then adopted. At the same 
time Ministers did not conceal from the court 
of St. Petersburgh, and they were as little de- 
sirous of concealing from the House, that 
with reference not. only to the particular 
points in dispute betwixt the two govern- 
ments, but with reference to the establish. 
ment of a guarantee for the general independ- 
ence and security of Europe, they were ready 
to accept of the mediation of Russia. On 
this ground they had not only expressed their 
willingness to receive any proposition from 
the court of St. Petersburgh, but they had 
gone much beyond this assurance. They had_ 
declared their readiness to explain, in the most 
frank and explicit terms, the views which 
they entertained on the points in dispute, and 
the mode which to them appeared the best 
calculated to bring about an amicable arrange- 
ment. No question of etiquette would stand 
in the way; the whole declaration of Mini¢s 
ters had been given in the true spirit of peace, 
In aid of his Majesty’s Declaration, an express 
assurance was given of his readiness to listen 
to any proposal for restoring the blessings of 
peace; and he had now to assure the Hon, 
Gent. and the House, that Ministers were 
ready to receive any offer of mediation on the 
part of Russia, or to offer to the mediation of 
this power the points in dispute betwixt the 
two governments, 
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[Conpuct oF MinisTERS.]—Earl Fitze 
WILLIAM, in the course of the various obser- 
vations he made, as introductory to his pro- 
posed resolutions, adverted to the solemnity 
and importance of the queries which ther 
Lordships were that night to decide. He, in 
common with those who heard him, must be 
apprized of the respectable character of those 
against whom he was about to state grounds 
for the disapprobation of that House, as Mi- 
nisters. The task he had undertaken was 
painful; he was guided by no personal me- 
tives, but. came forward upon public grounds, 
and under strong impressions of his parlia- 
men duty. The subject which he brought 
forw to the consideration of their be 
ships, was not the act of his Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters upon apy one ay. nor yen ceoninet 
at any given particular period singly, . 
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conduct, not only since the conclusion of the 
treaty of Amiens, but from the signing of the 
preliminaries. In this view of the question, 
the Noble Earl proceeded to argue, that many 
of the acts of the French government, in the 
interval alluded to, were of the precise cha- 
racter and description of those acts which Mi- 
nisters afterwards thought worthy of specific 
remonstrance and negotiation, and at a period 
wiien such proceedings could not obtain with 
that effect as if they had been taken up in the 
first instance. Among the instances stated by 
his Lordship of the unjustifiable and aggres- 
sive conduct of the French at these’ periods, 
were their proceedings with respect to several 
parts of Italy, where, with the most unprin- 
cipled audacity, they dismembered ancient 
nations, and annexed their spoliated territo- 
ries. Why did not Ministers shew some in- 
dications of wisdom or of spirit by an inter- 
ference on these occasions? Why was not so 
extensive an aggrandizement of the French 
territory and power resisted by his Majesty’s 
"simak emaged So early as the month of Fe- 

1uary in that year, was the basis agreed upon 
between the two governments infringed upon 
and disregarded by France. Adverting to a 
more advanced period, he observed,’ that 
ecarcely had the first months of peace elapsed, 
before the French made additional annexations 
to their territory: the countries of Parma, &c. 
were taken possession of. In this part of his 
speech, his Lordship referred to memorandums 
for the dates of the periods in which the 
French had taken possession of different parts 
of Italy, until they became possessed of the 
greater or more valuable part of that penin- 
sula: in short, if that country could not be 
considered as an integral part of France, it 
must be considered in the light of a province. 
On these occasions, he contended, Ministers 
should have stepped forward, and at Jeast 
done that which afterwards they found them- 
scives constrained to do, but at a period: when 
it was impossible they could act with such 
‘advantage or effect. He next adverted to the 


. ‘affairs of Switzerland: by the information laid 


before Parliament, he said it appeared, that 
the conduct of Ministers with respect to the 
‘Cape was guided by their sense of the transac- 
tions which had taken place in Switzerland. 
If not, it would be incumbent upon them to 
state the eee upon which so extraordinary 
a line of conduct proceeded. He then re- 
ferred to the papers upon the table for the 
dates, &c. of particular proceedings which 
‘took place in the course of those transactions. 
He next alluded to the mission of Mr. Moore, 
“which he contended was at a period when it 
was well known the interference of Ministers 
‘could ‘be of no avail. He then noticed the 
‘admitted acts of agsression and_ injustice 
‘which had been exercised by the French against 
the subjects of this country, and which were 
in open vislation of express treaty, and con- 
d, that in scarcely any one instance had 
Sia, Pade’ “ag \** 2 a¥e ; . 
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justice been done to the representations om 
our part. Passing on to the affair on which 
so much stress had been laid, namely, that of 
Malta, he obsetved, that on this occasion it 
was that Ministers first appeared to’ manifest: 
any degree of spirit or resolution, which for- 
miner instances more loudly called for, and 
where a spirited interference could have been 
made with much more grace and effect. He 
made frequent references, and read copious 
extracts from the papers while discussing this 
part of his subject, and argued, that Ministers 
must have been long before aware of the in- 
teritions of the First Consul with respcet to 
Egypt, and before any specific communica- 
tions took place relative to the island of Malta; 
but that was the only point upon which Mi- 
nisters seemed to call for decisive explanation. 
They at length called upon the spirit of the 
country for support, in a case in which, com- 
paratively, there.existed no adequate grounds, 
when they passed by the innumerable acts of 
violence and aggression on the part of France, 
Without one decisive interference, or call upoa 
the country for its support in resisting them. 
He censured the line of conduct adopted by 
Ministers with respect to the termination of 
those transactions, as well as the mode and 
period in which they came forward to Parlia- 
ment and the country. Circumstances had 
shewn that their boasted treaty of peace was 
only a temporary truce, and that Ministers 
had withheld all due knowledge and informa- 
tion frpm Parliament and the country, at pe- 
riods when those were necessary, and might 
have been attended with the most desirable 
consequences. It was upon these general 
grounds that he had to call upon their Lord- 
ships, in vindication of their own honour, an¢ 
in contemplation of the best interests o! 403 
country, to adopt resolutions expressive 
their just sense of the weak, impolitic, an 

disgraceful conduct of Ministers in the points 
to which he had adverted. He could not 
avoid pressing to their consideration, oe 
now the country being, in consequence of the 
measures of those Ministers, again in a stete 
of war, if they desired the assistance O heir 
operation of other nations, or begat" t i 
country to be re abroad, the altairs © 

government must be administered by men 0 

acknowled talent, in whom the country 
could safely confide, and who, in pest 
could fairly call upon the country for its exct- 


tions and support, 
The Earl of Limerick said, that ona former 





it we ider the necessity 
oat indlee agra subject distinct 
from the conduct of his Majesty s Miniger 
For his part he could not separate those 
' siderations, so closely were they SE od te: 
interwoven, He entertained no do ble 
ing able to shew from the speech of the Nob 
sf, that the conduct of his Majesty : 
moderation, 4 





Earl 
Ministers had been guided Py 
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long as they thought peace could be preserved; 
and when they could no longer preserve peace 
consistently with the honour of their So- 
vereign, or the true interest of their country, 
they acted with becoming spirit and decision ; 
that they endeavoured to raise the dormant 
spirit of Europe, and finally recurred to that 
line of conduct which a long series of insults 
and aggressions on the part of the enemy had 
rendered necessary, The substance of the first 
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tempts against that great palladium of the 
liberties of the country, namely, the freedom 
of the press, and in the cruel demand respect- 
ing the Bourbon family, and the train of vir- 
tuous nobles who preferred sharing their for- 
tune and their fate; and ecclesiastics who bad 
resisted the proffers held out to them, sooner 
than violate their consciences and their oaths, 
At the moment these insolent requisitions 
were made, self-convicted and avowed traitors 


resolution, he conceived to be, that since the | were openly protected and cherished by the 
treaty of peace, aseries of insultsand aggressions | French government; men who had plunged 
was experienced by this country from France, | their daggers into the bosoms of their un- 
and that from a number of those acts, a dispo- | offending countrymen. It would appear, he 
sition had become manifest, on the part of the | observed, that there were other causes for or- 
French government, to violate the treaty of | dering the evacuation of the Cape to be sus- 
peace. The next resolution went to complain of | pended, than the affairs of Switzerland. About 


Ministers for not having from time to time com- 
municated those acts of aggression, the corre- 
spondence, &c. to Parliament. If Ministers 
had followed such a course, it would be a de- 
reliction of their duty; nay, it would be an 
infringement of the constitution of their coun- 
try. The prerogative of the Crown was too 
well known to require exposition : to have re- 
course, therefore, to Parliament in the way 
alluded to, would be to convert both branches 
of the Legislature into cabinets. It would go, 
in a great degree, to exonerate Ministers from 
their responsibility, and share it between them 
and both Houses of Parliament, and ultimate- 
ly, the Great Council of the Nation could not 
punish for acts which it had repeatedly sanc- 
tioned. It was asserted in another of the re- 
solutions, that Ministers made no represent- 
ations against those acts of the French govern- 
ment; but let their Lordships look to the 
correspondence, and they will be convinced 
of the contrary. ‘The conduct of Ministers 
might be divided into three periods: the first, 
that which immediately succeeded the defini- 
tive treaty of peace; in that they endeavoured 
most scrupulously to fulfil all its conditions, 
and to secure to their country and to Europe 
the blessings of peace. The second was, that at 


which they laudably endeavoured to rescue | 


Switzerland from its impending fate ; and on 
this point, what could, or what should Mini- 
sters do, but precisely what they did? They 
dispatched a person to learn first, whether the 
Swiss were disposed to resist; secondly, the 
extent of their power; and lastly, the dispo- 
sitions of those continental powers more inti- 
mately connected with that country. There 
were two parties, who disapproved of the con- 











| 
| 


the period the counter-orders were sent out, 
there was an apparent intention on the part of 
France, to pour.a great number of troops into 
Holland, under the pretence of securing its 
independence, but, in fact, to abrogate the 
little remnant of its independence which then 
existed. Were the cession made under such 
circumstances, though ‘nominally to Holland, 
it would in effect be to France. About that 
period it appeared Ministers had received in- 
telligence of a design formed by the accommo- 
dating father of the Western family, who 
had made overtures to Russia, &c. respecting 
a partition of the Turkish empire. In this 
project the First Consul intended to secure 
Egypt for himself, and the Morea was to be 
erected into an independent republic. ‘This 
proposition was not acceded to; however, 
Ministers very properly required explanation : 
about this time they came to the knowledge of 
Sebastiani’s mission, of which an official re- 
port had been published. He then adverted 
to another aggression manifested by the French 
government—the publication which the French 
agent, Reinhard, caused to take place at 
Hamburgh, which he reprobated as a foul and 
aggravated libel on his Majesty’s government. 

There could be no palliation for thisoutrageous 

proceeding, for Reinhard was long employed 

in proceedings of the kind, and he knew that 

Ireland was not exempt from the effects of his 

maneeuvres. Soon after this, the well-knowa 

insult at the Thuilleries took place: this was 

deliberately designed, under the idea of sink- 

ing this government in the eyes of Europe. 

The intentions of the First Consul with re- 

epect to Egypt, were soon after avowed. Let 


| their Lordships iecollect the language of Tal- 


duct of Ministers: the one thought they had | Jeyrand, that the refusal to evacuate Malta 


ee ond forced the country into the war; | ’ 
at war ought to have been made | that England should not retaim any thing in 


a other, 
ong since: for his part he disagreed with 
both. Ministers had chosen the moment to 


frain from war. Previous to this, their con- 


would be considered as a renewal of war; 


the Mediterranean; that not a sail of theirs 
should swim upon that sea, nor should she 
a port therein to receive them, With 


act with spirit, when it was impossible to re! have ' | 
respect to the references to Russia, it must. 
‘wu zs 


duct was euch, as tended to give every facilit 
to the execution of the ereaty 5 they endured, 
for a considerable time, the aggressive conduct 
of the French government, in its insolent at- 





obvious to the meanest capacity, tha 

object was to gain time, inorder to recall their 

scattered commerce and their ships of war. 

He trusted the we 2y of the Nobile Eart 
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would be negatived, and expressed his hope \ removed from his situation, because he be- 
that some Noble Lord, more competent to |lieved that would afford the only chance of 
the task than he was, would bring forward | peace, 


some resolution, expressive of their Lordships’ 
approbation of the conduct of Ministers. 


Lord Darnity said, that however high 
he respected the individuals who composed 


Lord Grosvenor said, that with regard to | the administration, yet collectively, it was his 


the first resolution, he thought it would be | 
better to move the previous question ; but as | 
to the others, he trusted that he concurred | 
with a majority of the House in thinking | 


duty to say that he disapproved their conduct. 
He considered that the occupation of the 
Italian republic, Piedmont, Parma, and Swit- 
zerland, by France, were every one of them 





that they ought to be negatived. The Noble | objects deserving a decided interference on the 


Lord had preferred a series of charges against 


part ofthe British Cabinet. He thought, that 


his Majesty’s Ministers, and if his motion | if a tone of proper firmness had been held by 
‘was agréed to, an impeachment against Mi- | his Majesty’s Ministers on these several occa- 
nisters ought to follow. He wished the House | sions, we should either have had no occasion to 
to recall to its recollection the time and the | go to war at ally or the war would have been 


circumstances under which the present Admi- 
nistration were called into office : it was at a pe- 
riod of great danger and difficulty. The House 
would also recollect, that it had distinctly ap- 
proved of the convention with the Northern 
powers—it had approved of the preliminary 
and of the definitive treaties of peace. It 
was therefore fair, when they were called 
upon to vote a censure against Ministers, to 
‘bear in mind how much of their conduct had 
already received the approbation of the House. 
Jf Ministers had lost the confidence of Parlia- 
ment, or of the peaple, they ought not to 
retain their situation; but he saw no reason 
for believing that they had lost the confidence 
of the people of this country, or of foreign 
powers. The Noble Earl who moved the re- 
solutions had entertained opinions about the 
peace different from those of a very large ma- 
gority of that House, and of the country. 
The Noble Lord had complained that Mi- 
misters had not resisted the first insults and 
aggressions on the pat of France. It was 
undoubtedly true, that if they had been dis- 
osed to go to war, the conduct of France 
thad afforded them many justifications, in the 
annexation of Piedmont, Parma, Placentia, 
| &c, to the French republic. But if 
‘Ministers had acted ypon these provocations, 
if they had immediately plunged the country 
0a war, would they have given the experi- 
ment which had been made of a peace, a fair 
trial? Another charge against Ministers was, 
they shad not made earlier communications of 


the hostile dispositions of France; but if they | 


‘were anxious to preserve peace, a premature 
communication to Parliament was perhaps 
the only mean to render it impossible. The 
earnest wish of this country, and all Europe, 
See meee stent tisk Skelter 

: t wi war. 
: certainly did not believe that the people of 
p¢ were. desirous of war, but they were 
mot by the ambition of their ruler: 

however, 


he they would throw off a 
Po cg Tags paral In saying 











entered into with much greater advaniage 
than we now have. He was of opinion that 
the Ministers have made out 2 strong cause for 
war, but have not equally proved their own 
ability for the conducting it. 


Lord Borincpon said, that occasions had 
occurred in which Ministers would have been 
justified in calling upon Parliament to take 
the measures they were now recommending, 
but in acting in the manner they had, that they 
had displayed great moderation and wisdom. 
It was true that France had been guilty of 
many acts of aggression and insult against us, 
and against all Europe; but previous to the 
grand question about Malta, he did-not think 
there was any point upon which the country 
would have gone heart and hand into a wat. 


Lord WesTMoREBLAND called upon the 
House to look at the whole of the conduct 
of Ministers since they came into office, and 
by that they wished to be tried. Their a. 
duct when they first came into office, did eet 
tend to weaken the exertions of our naval an 
military force ; and in proof of this pao 
he need only refer to what had passed ot O- 
penhagen, in the Straits of Gibraltar, an see 
Egypt. If they were to be judged by : 
convention with the Northern Beeerh e 
could only say, that upon that subject —, 
had received the decided approbation of Pars 
liament. With respect to the prebeeensy 
treaty of peace, upon that point also they on 
received the approbation of Parliament, 
of a Rt. Hon. Gent. under whose suppor 
they were proud to ‘shelter themselves? 
had been said, that when peace was eae 
surances were held out, that every fy “a 
to be amity and friendship. If psec a 
would look to -the address pinay nd 
voted upon ‘that eccasian, they. ae 0 
that it contained very different og 
That Government .was sincere in its | 


3 the 
peace, was proved by their conduct anes 
signature OF the definitive bap sta mers a 
banded 70,000 . <a 





| militia, 20,000 and 
great a. number of ,ather trophy D6” 
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English, who were engaged for alimited time ; | 


and every seaman that come.home was im- 
mediately discharged. It had been asked, 
why, if France had shewn a hostile disposi- 
tion, they had evacuated the Cape and other 
places? He said, that Government would 
not have been justified in refusing to eva- 
cuate the Cape, &c. which they were bound 
to evacuate by the treaty; and it would not 
have been very prudent then to have gone to 
war with a reduced army and navy. With 
regard to Switzerland, Ministers had inter- 
fered, and prevented the union of Switzerland 
with France, as the Italian republic had been 
united to it. Though he though: the Cape a 
very important place, he did not think it 


DEBATES.—[June.] {1738 | 


the nation from the grand object of the ag- 
gressions of the enemy. It behoved the ho- 
nour of the-House, and it was important to 
the safety and security of this country, that 


they ought not to be discussing who should, 


take measures for the defence of the country 
at the period when they should be discussing 
whether those measures ought to be taken. 
For these reasons he did not think that either 
the original motion, or the previous question, 
ought to be discussed; and he should there- 
fore move, that the House do now adjourn. 


The Earl of CAR.is Le said, that every per- 





son must wish that Ministers should answer 


\the charges which had been brought against 


would be worth while risking a war for it, as |them. ‘They were told this was not the time 


he entertained uo apprehensions of any attack 
that could be made upon our Indian posses- 
sions, as we had in India a native force of 
100,000 weil-disciplined men, besides 20,000 
Europeans. It had been asserted that facts 
did not warrant the assertion in the Kiag’s 
message of the 8th of March respecting the 
armaments in the Freuch and Dutch ports. 
There was, at this time, a naval force in the 


to inquire into their conduct, but they had 


_ been told during a period of war, that that 


was not the time, in peace it was not the time; 
he should like te know when was the time to 
make that inquiry. On. the contrary, it was 
their duty to inquire; and if they did not ap- 
prove of the conduct of his Majesty’s Minis- 





ters, it was their duty to address his Majesty, 
| praying, that he would be graciously pleased to 


Texel, and 8000 men who were to be con- |admit to his councils more of the talents of 
veycd to Louisiana; the armament that could |the country. He charged Ministers with not 
convey such a force to such a distance, could | possessing those talents which were necessary 
convey nearly three times the number across , for the carrying into effect the measures re- 
the Channel: there were other preparations in | quired for the prosecution of the contest -in 


Havre, in Dunkirk, in Brest, and in the Medi- 
terranean, capable in the whole of con- 
veying a foree of 50,000 men; so that there 
was ample justification for that part of the 
message. | 


Lord MucoGrave said that all must. be 
convinced, that there were three great objects 
of ambition which actuated the French go- 
vernment; the first was, to destroy the power 
and resources of this country in India; the 
next, to. exclude ovr manufactures and.our 
commerce from every port in Europe; and 
the third, resulting from the attainment of the 
other two, the destruction of the independ- 
ence. and prosperity of this great and im- 
mortal nation, These purposes had constantly 
been the objects of the French government, 
whether. in- war or in peace; and that these 
were still the objects of that government we 
Must well be convinced, from the warnings 
which had fortunately been given to us. He 
would not go at length into the consideration 
of the various acts of hostility committed by 
France. The intention of France to invade 
this country had been fully explained... The 
instructions given to the persons called com- 
mercial .commissioners, sent to this country, 
was.of itself a sufficient explanation of that 
purpose 


thority, that the war might probably be a. 


ehort one; he was glad of it. He thought 


turn aside the attention of the people, which 
went to divest the high spirit and energics of 


‘which we were engaged. With respect 
to the absence of al! communication to Parlia- 
ment, respecting the dispute between this 
country and France, there never was a period 
pregnant with so much danger, in which his 
Majesty’s speech, at the commencement of a 
session like the present, had afforded so little 
information. Much had been urged on the 
subjects of Piedmont and Switzerland, and 
several other topics which;had never been 4a~- 
tisfactorily explained by Ministers; and now 
when they looked at his Majesty’s Declaration, 
they found that those topics were urged with 
even greater force than had been before applied 
to them, yet no information was given to Par- 
liament upon these subjects; onthe contrary, 
Ministers had continually held out hopes of a 
permanent peace, and bad talked of profound 
peace, when they knew that the cauetry was 
on the verge of war. Could they say, that at 


| those periods when they promised profound 


peace they believed in its continpance? 
Could they say so, when they had sent Mr. 
Moore to Switzerland to .make. war, and far- 
ticularly when that mission was coupled with 
an order sent out for the. non-evacuation of 
the Cape of Good Hope, which would ;have 
been a palpable violation of the treaty of 
Amiens? With respect to the general. 








had been told from au- | 
yb _called moderate, but it appeared to ae to- 
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itic which went to : French Princes, a low and hu 


dyct of Ministers since the peace, it 





low and hpmble; and a age cog Se 
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been assumed, which was extremely unbe- 
coming, whilst a septiment was attributed to 
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his Majesty on the subject, which he was sure 


“never entered into the mind of his Majesty. 


‘When the commercial commissioners were 


‘sent to this country, and their object was dis- 
* covered, Ministers ought to have sent a re- 


monstrance that would have made the Thuil- 
leries shake. It was certainly true that 
Ministers had no desire to go to war, as it was 
evident from the documents before the House, 
that they had no such desire. He did not 
deny the good intentions of his Majesty’s 
Ministers, but they had not firmness adequate 
to encounter the perilous crisis to which we 
were now brought. | 


The Earl of CAERNARVON Said, that he was 
perfectly convinced, that those people in ge- 
neral who are the best judges, and whose 
good opinions were therefore most desirable, 
had not aconfidence in the present Adminis- 
tration. He would request their Lordships 
seriously to consider what might be the con- 
sequences which might arise from a distrust or 
a contempt, on the part of the public, towards 
an administration. For himself, he had no 
hesitation in declaring that he had no confi- 
dence m Ministers. He respected their per- 
sonal characters ; some of them were particu- 
larly deserving of esteem ; but in a public view 
of them, taken as a body, he must entertain a 
different opinion. They had, after making an 
inglorious peace, a peace of sacrifices, a dis- 
graceful peace, assured the country of the 
great probability of its continuance. And 
then, after a short delusive repose, they came 
down to Parliament to mform them, that 
during that interval, when they had been pro- 
claiming the duration of peace, they had 
been receiving nothing but a series of en- 
croachments, hostile acts, aggressive provoca- 


’ tions, and insults! Was thi: to be the fruits 


of their boasted peace, upon the grand expe- 
riment of which they reconciled the people to 
the surrender of all their victories? By the 
statement they had laid on the table, that state 
of peace which they had prepared for us by 
the improvident treaty of Amiens, was, in fact, 
no peace at afl; a peace of trouble, a peace of 
war! The conduct of his Majesty’s Minis- 
ters, therefore, loudly called for censure. 
They had, he was sorry to say, given evident 
proofs of an incapacity for their high and try- 
ing situations. He must speak out: they 
are not qualified for the management of the 
sfate in these times. The want of abilities 
in such great stations was a state crime; 

en men, by an error, got into such places, 


and » remained in them, 
ser pated prs hay 
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comfort to aid the resources of this country in 
the present arduous war, while such want of 
talent was to be intrusted with its direc. 
_tion. However he must feel the propriety 
and probable necessity of contributing to 
the utmost for the support of Government, 
he must say that the support of those who 
' conducted the government, as connected with 
the general object, was greatly against his in- 
|clination. The House should recollect, zs 
had been already said, upon the events of this 
| war would depend whether we should have 
another to conduct. 


Lord ELLENBOROUGH said, he could not 
bear to hear the capacity of Ministers ar- 
raigned by the incapable, or their want of 





| knowledge impeached by .those who knew 


| nothing. Atthe time that the present Admi- 
| nistration came into power, dark clouds were 
thickening every hour around us, and he be- 
lieved no man who did not possess firmness, 
would have accepted of offices at that period, 
when, added to our foreign enemies, there 
were still existing the smoking embers of an 
unextinguished rebellion. During that admi- 
nistration, our glorious success in Egypt took 
place, the honour of the country was sup- 
ported in every quarter of the world. The 
nation, exhausted by a long war, called for 
peace; the peace was made, and was approved 
of both by the Parliament and the people. 
The peace was an experiment that it was fit 
and proper to make; and he was one who 
thought the experiment would have been 
more successful. He denied that the peace 
wasa fraud ; it wasa scandal on the nation to 
call it a fraud. With respect to the conduct 
of Ministers previous to the present wat, 
which had been already approved of, he con- 
tended that the several other hostile acts were 
not adequate causes for war, until the country 
saw that considerable efforts had been made to 

reserve peace, and that those efforts had 
ailed. He did not mean to say that they were 
not adequate causes in themselves, but they 
were not justifiable causes under the circum- 
stances of the case. ‘It had been asked, why 
did not Ministers communicate to Parliament 
the situation of affairs between the two coun- 
tries ? but he asked any Noble Lord to lay b's 
hand upon any paper, and to say, that that 
ought to have been communicated by his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers to Parliament, pending a Ne- 
gotiation which involved the question of peace 
or war. ‘The Ministers would, indeed, ee 
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Earl SPENCER disclaimed any personal mo- 
tives in the opposition he thought it his duty 
to make to Ministers. He entertained great 
regard and respect for them as individuals, but 
the situation of the country required that he 
should look with suspicion to their conduct as 
Ministers. In considering the conduct of Mi- 
nisters, it would be necessary to take a view 
of their proceedings both before and after the 
treaty of peace. When that subject was first 
discussed in Parliament, his Majesty’s Mini- 
sters boasted of the security of the peace, and 
to the pledge of its continuance which they 
had given by their assertions the country was 
indebted for many of the inconveniences under 
which it now laboured. It had been said that 
Ministers would not have run rashly into war, 
for their popularity depended on the preserva- 
tion of peace. He acknowledged the truth of 
this; but he would ask whether it was not 
probable that this strong desire for peace on 
the part of his Majesty’s Ministers might not 
render them less attentive to the terms on 
which it was preserved. It had also been con- 
tended that Ministers were driven into the 
peace by the universal call of the country. He 
must, however, beg of their Lordships to re- 
eollect what was the state of the public mind 
at that time: never was there less clamour for 
peace, and the intelligence of its being agreed 
upon astonished every one. It was true the 
approbation given to the peace by their Lord- 
ships was nearly unanimous; but let the 
Noble Lord recollect what was the ground of 
that unanimity. It could not be that the 
country wished to have peace on any terms: 
No. The approbation was given on the ground 
that there was no-doubt of its permanency. It 
was given in consequence of the strong assur- 
ances made by Ministers of the certainty of 
the long duration of peace, in consequence of 
a change which they said had taken place in 
the temper and*disposition of the enemy ;, but 
how far Ministers were authorized in making 
that assertion, their Lordships would be better 
able to, judge if they were made acquainted 
with what passed during the negotiation. It 
had, from time immemorial, been the practice 
of the British government to inform. Parlia- 
ment in his Majesty’s speech at the com- 
mencement of every session, of the situation 
of public affairs, as they respected foreign 
Powers. How, then, were Ministers to jus- 
tify their conduct in defending the treaty, 
when they knew that circumstances had oc- 
curred to render it absolutely incapable of ex- 
¢cution, and which must soon drive the coun- 
try into war? He must assert, that they could 
not justify themselves; for if they said that 
those circumstances to which he alluded 
Were not causes for wag, it would then be in- 
cumbent on them to shew how they came to 
be so now. Nothing could be more censur- 
able than the conduct of Ministers in allowing 
aggressions on the part of France to pass b 
manoticed; nothing had been to put 


—rz, 


stop to the conduct of France: by a singular 
inconsistency, instructions had been given to 
Ld. Whitworth, dated the r4th of November, 
to state that any attempt to march French 
troops into Holland would be considered as 
a violation of the treaty of peace; yet imme- 
diately after orders had been sent out for the 
evacuation of the Cape of Good Hope. After 
instances of this kind, it was useless to talk of 
unanimity. It was true that it was not pos- 
sible for the greatest wisdom always to ensure 
success; but every prudent man would wish 
to see the resources of the country intrusted 
in hands which were likely to give thema 
proper application. It was his wish to do 
every thing in his power to support his Ma- 
jesty’s government, and to defend his just 
rights; but it was at the same time his duty to 
see that the means of the country were not 
wasted and misapplied. 


Lord MELVILLE said, that he found himself 
impelled to concur in the motion of adjourn 
ment, first, because if this matter was entered 
into at all, it would take up the greater part 
of the remainder of the session, if it was to 
be adequately discussed, and it was better 
not to discuss it at all than to discuss 
it imperfectly; secondly, that although this 
was an important point, and their Lordships 
had certainly the power of interfering to 
address the King to remove his Ministers, yet 
they had also besides their power, another 
thing to consider, which was the exercise of 
their discretion; and he thought that be- 
fore any thing else was done, the House 
should do every thing in its power to put the 
country into a proper state for its defence at 
this most. important crisis, as well to encou- 
rage the people at home, as to teach the 
enemy abroad, that we are an united people, 
which was not to be accomplished by a party 
struggle of who should get places under Go- 
vernment ; thirdly, because there was no reason 
for presuming that the Ministers did not pos- 
sess the entire confidence of the Crown; .and 
therefore if the House addressed his Majesty 
to remove them, it might not perhaps be quite 
easy to agree upon others to supply their 
places, and this was not a time to be without 
an Administration, His Lordship assigned ge- 
veral reasons why. he could not be able to 
assent to the several propositions with which 
the original motion was proposed to be fol- 
lowed up, and some others in which he could 
assent for disapproving of the conduct of Mini- 
sters, particularly in giving up the Cape of 
Good Hope, which he considered of immense 
value to us; but all these topics he said were of 
much too ious a discussion for the present. 


Lord Hozaar complained of the manner ir 
which Ministers were treated on the preset 
occasion. A motion was made to censt 

were aware that as had been 









them—they 
in a very arduous situation, in which there 
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mtist bé thay things done, which, without 
closé examination, might be disapproved of, 
they were not anxious to have an inguiry into 
ther conduct, but they were ready to meet it. 
A censure to be moved on Ministers was no 
light mati¢r, and yet now it was proposed 
that the question should be adjourned, by 
which they would be left in the same situation 
as they were in before the debate, with the 
difference only of having had their conduct 
complained of. 


Lord Grenvitce said, that it was thought 
Ministers had a right to complain of the form 
afid manner in which the subject was brought 
forward. If there was any deviation from the 
mode stated by the Noble and Learned Lords 
to be the usual mode, it arose from two 
causes: first, from a desire to separate the 
consideration of the state of the country from 
every other consideration; secondly, that Mi- 
nisters themselves might be prepared to take 
what course they liked best. He had avoided 
saying any thing of the conduct of the King’s 
Ministers on the night of the discussion of the 
question of peace or war, upon the informa- 
tion laid before the House, although, for the 
last twelve months, he had most undoubtedly 
much to state by way of censure upon them: 
but he abstained for two reasons; first, be- 
causé he would not have the people of this 
country suppose that any consideration could 
supersede that of their interests; secondly, 
that the enemy may learn, that, as far as re- 
gards a stedfast opposition to them, we are an 
united people. It was true, there was great 
difference of opinion on the conduct of the 
King’s Ministers; but that was a_ subject 


which did not mix with the consideration of 


the conduct of the enemy, the aggression and 
insolence of which we were determined to 
resist, They had no desire to embarrass the 
King’s’ government, they had only the desire 
of pe ing their duty, that of entering 
ifito a consideration of the situation of this 
country» a situation which none felt more 
than those who brought the present subject 
before their Lordships. He would ask whe- 


sroeeedioat?: ot be rey a unfair mode vd 
ing? No—directly the contrary. It 
Was an earnest ‘and P rorya: desire of doing | ship 
thein duty in that’ House as Peers of Parlia- 

ment, that actuated those who brought this 


subject forward, a desire to do justice to the 


country itself, and also to pursue the faults 
6f Ministers with candour and moderation, 
! | they were 
d to condethn, until after the other ard 
ore ir business was disposed of. 


neral accusation, but they had pointed 
pecific charges. He was prepared to 
fanitiate those charges. A message came 
ine ago from the Crown) calling on the 
st Franee. ‘ Thosé who |: 


not vompliining of those whom 
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Ministers, long before this period, nded 
all their proceedings upon’ that iabieet tones 
diately; and from the delivery of that message 
down to the final close of the measure, no 
interruption took place in the discussion of 
the public business. Now that business was 
= poe age of Racer came for- 
ward, and spoke sincerely of what ared 
to be their faults. His Noble and Leah 
Friend knew very well that the debate now 
before the House might be turned into a com. 
mittee of inquiry by any body, either on the 
one side or the other. If any one of his Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers should propose that this sub- 
ject should even now be referred to a com- 
mittee of inquiry, his Lofdship said that he 
would not object to it. He said thus much to 
defend himself against the imputation of harsh- 
ness, and indeed Noble Lords were much 
mistaken if they thought he had any pleasure 
in bringing this business forward; the truth 
was, that he was performing a very painful 
duty. His Lordship said, he should not think 
it rete a to go much at length into this 
subject. The question before the House, be- 
fore that of the adjournment, was only a de- 
claration of certain facts, which it was im- 
possible to controvert, and which had not 
been attempted to be controverted. It was 
indeed stated by his Noble Friend who 
brought forward this subject, that it was 
meant to be followed up by other resolu- 
tions; it. would have been trifling with the 
House if he had not done so, because to pass 
a vote without some practical measure to fol- 
low it up, would have been futile ; and there- 
fore his Noble Friend had given their Lord- 
ships to understand, that if his first motion was 
adopted, he should follow it up by another, 
for the removal of the King’s Ministers, as it 
was called; but that was not the form of the 
resolution which his Noble Friend intended to 
propose; it was only to express to the King, 
that the confidence of that House was with- 
drawn from his Majesty’s Ministers. He was 
anxious: to 7 upon these points, because 
he was afraid that the subject hitherto had not 
obtained all the attention its parliamentry !m- 
portance appeared to him to deserve. Upon 
the constitutional point in this case his Lord- 
observed, that he was not going to pled e 
himself to the certainty of being in the right 
in every thing he said in that House, like the 
Noble and Learned Lord who had spoken s0 
authoritatively mpon this subject, but he be- 
lieved that no man would deny that er 
fication from the Throne to the Houses ¢ 
: was a very usual thing, nor ra ; 
} that an man who had any value © 
the principles of our constitution would ot 
the propriety of these a wg ent 
without information of this kind Farla™ 


would not know properly what duties i 0, 
* ve Rae * on which x 
charge. This was a a tion. Ther? 
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to pursue, and he should touch upon them very 
lightly. The noble and learned lord had said, 
that of all the charges that were made, the 
charge that ministers did not come down to 
Parliament sooner, was the most foolish that 
ever was exhibited, and he gave a challenge to 
any one to shew the contrary : now his lord- 
ship said, that at the hazard of being called fool- 
lish by the noble and learned lord, he should 
accept this challenge. He had called on any 
body to point Out what was the communication 
Which ministers ought to have made to 
Parliament ; and nothwithstanding the risk 


he ran of exposing what that noble and | obtain it short as it was : 


learned lord called consummate ignorance, he 
would point out, not only one particular thing 
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Oth article cf the treaty.—This he charged as 
misbehaviour in ministers ; for by this they mis- 
led the public ; they ought to have advised his 
Majesty to inform the Houses of Parliament 
that the trea y was become inpraticable, and then 
the two flouses would have had an opportunity 
of judging what advice 10 give tothe throne, 
whether to endeavour to negotiate for another 
treaty, or to pursue the war. But it was now 
said, that the treaty of Amiens was only an exe 
periment. If an experiment, it was nothing bug 
an unfortunate experiment ; for its duration was 
very short, and we made immense sacrifices to 
sacrifices and conces- 
sions to the enemy, which he was almost afraid 
to mention. God only knew how many soldiers 


which ministers ought to have communicated to | and sailors were disbanded, and that when we 


Parliament, which they did not, but a detail of 
particular points in which it was the duty of 
the King's ministers to give information to the 
two Houses of Parliamenr, in order to keep up 
that which it was essential to the interest of 
this country to keep up; namely, a good under- 
standing between the Crown and the two Houses 
of Parliament. As tothe manner in which the 
preliminary articles of peace were defended, 
and what had been said on the terms of them, 
and also the tone of the government with whom 
we treated, and especially what had been satd 
on the tone and manner of the government of 
France after the signature of the definitive 
treaty, when it was confidently stated there was 
nothing in the character of the government of 
France, or in the character of the person at 
the head of that government, which ought to 
lead us to suppose that the peace then con- 
cluded would not be as permanent as any this 
country had agreed to within the last century ; 
this his lordship said, he should not now insist 
upon, -although it proved a lamentable want 
of foresight, and might have misled the public if 
there had’ been nothing else to do so; but in- 
stead of insisting upon this assertion, he would 
take the matter up after the definitive treaty. 
Che House had heard of the abolition of the 
Spanish langues, which was a material part of 
the 10th article of the treaty of Amiens ; there 
was, he believed, no information before the 
House when that abolition took place, although 
that was important on the subject of Malta. Ir 
appeared by the declaration, that this abolition 
took place prévious to the execution of the defi- 
nitive treaty of Amiens, and when this was de- 
bated in Parliament, he told ministers and the 
House, that: the treaty was impracticable in the 
10th article, on account of the ‘abolition of 
the Spanish Jangues He would not risk his 
Ciaracter upon that matter, but his firm belief 
was, that the Spanish langues had been abo- 
lished before the ratification of that treaty —Mi- 
nisters had better means of information then 
others, but he had a firm belicf chat this was so, 
and that these langues were abolished before the 
end of Marc ie is subject was debaied in 


i 





the House on the | f° May, and then the 
miners defended the Ssceeability ‘Of ‘this 
ox. Ill, 2 


had to deal with an eneiny of a singular cha- 
racter ; an enemy whom our utmost efforts of 
force employed for years, had not been able to 
reduce to moderation, our ministers endavoured 
ro make moderate by submission and concession, 
Now he said, that ministers knowing these things, 
ought not to have advised the Kiny torell the two 
Houses that we hid atreatry with France, and 
had concluded peace, when at that very moment 
they knew that that which they called a defini- 
tive treaty was an impracticable thing ; they 
were told so, and they defended the treaty: 
this his lordsh'p charged on ministers as a great 
misconduct, which hid the effect of deluding the 
public. This wason the 13th or I4th of May. 
The session lasted six weeks longer, and we 
proceeded on the experiment of peace, and to 
make great reductions, as if we had secured 
peace. The session lasted unri! the 9th of Tune, 
If their lordships wished to Know how Parliament 
acted afterwards, he would refer them to the 
Journals, by which it appeared that the speaker 
of the House of Commons, on the last day of 
the session of Parliament, wherein he thanks his 
Majesty for having procured to his fairhful sub- 


jects the oe Thhen ode dle undoubtedly, 
the 


the speaker of ouse of Commons was not 
one of his Majesty's ministers, but he was one 
of these who were deluded by his Majesty's mi- 
nisters, and contributed in deluding the public ; 
and what was his Majesty’s answer to that 
speech ? He advised his subjects to the culti- 
vation of the advantages of peace, at the very 
time that ministers knew that the treaty they 
had agreed to was impracticable.—He contended 
we ought ro hive the truthas they knewit to be. 
His lordship then tame to the constitutional pare 
of the case, and maintained that whatever might 
be said to the coner:ry by any man, learned or 
unlearned, it was the practice of our govern- 
ment, uniformly, from the revolution down- 
wards, for the Crown alwzys, upon the meeting 
of Parliament, to inform the two Hotses of the 
internal state of the country, and all its external 
relations, for the purpose of calling for their 
advice on all these points, as advice might be 
necessary, @ practice in which consisted the 
freedom of the state, and without which ours 
did not deserve the name of a free state. His 
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lordship said he looked carefully over all the 
Journals from the t'me of the revolution to the 
present, and he would venruve to affirm, there 
‘was not a singic instance in which, if there was 
eny thing important to be communicated, it was 
ot communicated from the throne to the two 
Houses of Parliament ; and many instances oc- 
eurred, nm which not only the circumstances 
stated, but the advice of Parliament was spe- 
‘gifically asked upon them: these things fre- 
quently occurred in the reign of Queen Anne 
and King William, and there were many in- 
stances of a similar kind in the iliustrious prede- 
cessors of his present Majesty, George I. and II. 
Here his lordship specified several, and ob- 
served, that not one of them wasa case of so 
much importance as the present : he was there- 
ure nt afraid of the repuke of the learned lord 
who had taken upon himself to pronounce upon 
this subject in so peremptory a tune ; he ed 
for no more than that government should follow 
the precedents of their ancestors, for ‘* state 
super vias antiquas,’’ Was a good maxim. His 
lordsh p then proceeded to enumerate many 
other points wh ch were within the knowl.dge 
of the ministers, and which it was their duty 
to have communicated to the two Houses of Par- 
liament, and which manifested the hostile dis- 
position of the enemy, and by which the public 
would have saved from the evils to which they 
had been exposed by the delusion. In one 
word, there was no one fact complained of in 
his Majesty’s declaration against France, that 
was not known to ministers so long ago as No- 
vember last, except the publication of Scbas- 
tiani’s report.— His lordship proceeded to ani- 
Madvert upon various other topics connected 
with the subject under discussion, and argued 
considerably in detail as to the ill consequences 
she me by the measures adopted by ministers. 
e instanced, amongst other points, the losses 
suffered by the Sovereign as elector of Hanover, 
and the situation to which the house of Orange 
was reduced. If the conduct adopted by m:- 
misters, with respect to Swisserlatd, were 
wise in October, it would be more wise in 
June, when their land force wastwenty thou- 
sand men stronger, and they had a powerful 
Navy to act wth; but their interference on 
that head was too late, and before our messenger 
reached Vienna with propositions to the Em- 
ror, Swisserland was in ssion of the 
rench troops. Their erders with respect to 
the Cape were, under the circumstances the 
had sent them, unjustifiable—they should have 
dispatched spirited remonstrances in the first 
instance ; and after all that had been said that 
night, they surrendered the Cape, at atime 
a powerful body of French troops were in 
the heart of Holland. Their conduct with re- 
epect to Malta, was weak and impolitic in the 
extreme, as most forcibly appeared in a docu- 
ment published at the other side of the water, 
by which it appeared, that the Russians were 
verse to the measures taken with respect to 
ahat island, “and that they were even contrary to 
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existing engagements between this country and 
that potentate. After touching upon the affair 
of Egypt, he proceeded to animnadvert upon ihe 
conduct of ministers with respect to different 
royai communications to Parliament, which, for 
want of sufficient explicitness, were productive 
of the most injurious consequences to the com- 
mercial interests of the country. He then com. 
mented upon the tenor and drift of some of 
the resolutions, and thought that the adoptica 
thereof could in no point of view be productive 
of mischief, nor couid it militate against the 
discharge of any of the duties of that House. 


The Lorp CHANCELLOR totally disapprov- 
ed the motion for an adjournment, because, if 
carried, it left a stain on the conduct of ministry 
which their exertions for the country did 
by no means merit. If administration were 
weak, why attempt to diminish their influence 
with the coun'ry by a censure of their con- 
duct? The motion for adjournment not only 
went to that extent ; but would, if carried, by 
bringing the government into disrepute, tend 
to impede their operations for the interests 
of the state, Instead of pressing motions of this 
nature at this particular period, when all the de- 
partments of government ought to be invigo- 
rated, it wouid be more liberal and patriotic to 
suggest and support some measures for the de- 
fence of the country against the common enemy, 
What would Buonaparté think, if he found that 
the very same government, whose conduct had 
been so highly approved, on the discussion of the 
official papers respecting the late neyoration, 
were some few days after censured by the very 
same Parliament ? Such an idea was both r- 
diculous and absurd, and he hoped would not 
receive the approbation of their lordships It 
would tend to remove all thoughts of peace 
to a very remote period, by encouraging te 
enemy to the full and persevering exercise of his 
power. If the First Consul found that any La 
of unanimity prevailed in Parliameot, « W'» 
stimulate him to the most active exertions 
against our government. Such a motion, irl 
Lfore, as was now before them, if carrie, 
would disappoint the hopes of the best fie 
and operate even contrary to the interest 0 He 
respectable characters who supported it. - 
would not accuse those who uppers the fal 
tion of a mischievous intent, wi he ass 
persuaded, that it would not ten —s a 


the operations of government again 

Lord GranTtey thought the present «<4 
istry in many instances censurable. , 
however, of opinion, that on this trymg -. 
sion, when'the greatest exertions were BY 


’ the rm. of power ough ‘ 
bert] instead of weakened. In this view, be 


Gar of censure on of the preset 
administration. - — 
The Barl of Wan wrcx condemned those vs 


affairs, as inadequate 4 





et Wan 
som gered Pa ace ol 


OO ee a a ee 





















7 Se? fo + all ~~ ——? 


he 


ri- 
ot 


ice 


his 
nt 
uld 
ons 


ed, 
en, 


the 


nor 
ally 


rate 


mi- 





1749) 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Friday, June 3. (Min. $70), 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, 


ters among them.—But he wished to see that 
Bench (pointing to the Treasury Bench) filled with 
all the talent aod ability of the country at this 
momentous crisis. He had nothing to wish, no- 


[Censure of Ministers. }-——Cot. Parren said ; thing to hope, and nothing to tear from thar or 


it wos with reluctance he rese to draw the atten- | 


any administration ; but at a period like the pre- 


tion of che House to such a subject as he had now | sent be thought it his duty, as a representative ef 
to submit to their consideration, The House | Vie people, whose dearest interests were so imme- 


would recollect the character which he held with- 
in those walls; he had n0. commenication with 


diately at their disposal, to warn the House against 
| giving their conhdence, and if the House should 


gentlemen on the one side, nor did he evince a dit- | concur in opinion with him, to caution our most 
position uniformly to opp: se gentlemen on the | Gracious Sovereign against the danger of bon 

ether. But, when he found his country involved | entrasting the conduct of his affairs to men so me 
in war, and thought that that war might have | capable ot viding the helm of the State——He 
been avoided, as also that ministers were culpable | declared he had been influenced ip the conduct he 
in delaying it so long, he must beg the indulgence | had pursued solely by his own feelings, and his 


ef the House while he endeavoured to point out 
to them in what manner the conduct of his Ma- 


| own conviction of duty. He knew, however, that 


| in consequence of the part he had caken, he had 


jesty’s mivisters was deserving of crintination, or | been made the subject of much calumny; so far 


at least of censure. lIaxhe first place he must re- 
quest the House to pay attention while he read a 
partof his Majesty’s declaration, which expressly 


| as the slandcrous seports, aflect himself only, he 
| was indifferent to them, and therefore would not 
| be disposed to allude to them there; but whea 


says that * the period which has elapsed since they implicated others, when they affected those 


« the conclusion of the definitive ireaty, has been 


“ marked with one continued series of aggression, | 


“ violence, and insult, on the part of the French 
“ government.”’ If this were true (and of the 
truth of it he had oo reason to doubt), mifisters 
were most undoubtedly culpable in with-holding 
that communication from the Parliament of the 
Country for such wlength ofcime. Ministers had 
since that peried held out a hope of peace, and 
even given a confidential assurance to Parliament 
that there was no probability of the treaty being 
breken, but their orders and their counter-orders 
were sufficient evidence of their knowledge to the 
contrary. Respec: for the opinions and the feel- 
ings of his brother subjects induced him to come 
to this public explanation, as it appeared to him 
no more than fair, no more than justice and ho- 
nour demanded, that the people of a free country 


should be informed of what was the cause of their | 


being involved in the horrors of war, or what were 


the endeavours of their rulers to avert that evil. | 


He was deterred, however, from bringing forward 
his promised motion by what he thought no more 
than a becoming deference to the opinions of those 
whose ability and discrimination, he was well con- 
vinced, was far superier to his own. At length, 
finding the House and the Country still continue 
in a state of uncertainty; finding so much doubt, 
perplexity, and ambiguity hang over the sort of 
cxplanation that was given them, he felt ic his du- 
ty to complain of such conduct in the face of the 
House and of the Country, in order that the case 
might be judged of fairly between him and the ad- 
ministration of the country, and that those per- 
tons who were more experienced in politics and 
more cloquent in speech, might deliver their opi- 
M10n, and that the House might come to a positive 
decision on the question. He was well convinced 
that, whatever might be the event of his motion 
4a that House, he was borne out in his opinions 
by the sentiments of the people of Great Britains 
they heard ef imcreased expenses, they saw their 
trade becoming stagnated, and commerce stood 
dismayed and appalled; and all this with only 
the assertion of aggravation and insult on 
the part of the French government ! He disclaim- 
¢d any personal aversion to the gentlemen who 
Bow directed hig Majesty's councils; no doubt 
there were many worthy and respectable charac- 


hon. tricads whom he must respect: it was impos- 
sible to pass them unnoticed. He therefore, po- 
| sitively declared, that at the time he first offered 
| hfs motion to the House, he had no consultation 
with the hon, gent, near to him, nor had he siace 
up to this time concerted any measure with them 
respecting the mode or time of bringing it forward. 
| But it had heen stated that he was the tool of 
those hon, gentlemen; that he was only the ine 
strument which they employed for breaking the 
ground they were afterwards to cultivate them- 
selves. All these calumnies were as false as they 
were malignant. This vindication was due te the 
characters of his hon. friends ; but he should not 
do justice to himself, if he did not state that he 
was proud to be classed with men who by their 
foresight and firmnes» had rendered such essential 
| services to their country. He should be ashamed 
of himself, if he were not happy to be classed 
| with mea who, for their abilities as statesmen, 
were not only the admiration of this country, but 
looked up to with reverence by all the Cabinets of 
Europe. Notwithstanding all that had been said 
respecti g the preparations in the ports of France, 
he was convinced that at the ume the Message of 
the 8th of March was delivered to the House, 
there were no preparations made in the ports of 
France, with anv hostile view towards this coun. 
try. As to the hostile disposition of irance, ag 
that time, as we) as before and «ince, there could 
be no doubt. He never entertained the idea that 
this country was immediately endangered by the 
preparations of France Her views were fitee di- 
rected to Egypt, to the embarrassment of our com- 
merce; but there was no doubt that their ultimate 
object was to strike at the very root of our inde- 
pendence. Ministers complained of the aggres- 
sions and insults of France, but had taken no 
means to repel them. He thought it was with 
countries, as with individuals, whea one injury 
was submitred to, snvther was @ivited. Among 
the aggressions of France, recapitulated in che 
declaration, che invasion of Swisseriand was one 
of the mest prominent. He could not help feel- 
ing more for the Swiss, than for any other 
the French had unjustly attacked, Like as, they 
had free iastitutions handed down to them from 
their ancestors. They had bravely struggled co 
defead their freedom and jadependcuce against 
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forming 2 new arrangement for Malta, but it 


could not be a reason for employing a whole 


summer in persuading other powers to do what 
you had refused todo, because subsequent events 

d rendered it impossible. As to Swisserland, 
the ambitious projects of France with respect to 
that country were well known before November ; 
all that happened which made it necessary for 
this country to interfere in its fate had happened 
before November ; nay, at the very moment when 
Ministers were gravely assuring the country, 
that they saw no prospect whatever of a rencwal 
_ Of hostilities, Mr. Moore was engaged at Con- 


stance in ncgotiations, which, if the situation of 


Europe had allowed of their being carried to the 
extent, his instructions authorised, would have 
ended in a renewal of hostilities. Prior to the 
time to which I have so often alluded, every 
complaint which we now urge as cause of war 
against France for its insolent and hostile inter- 
ference in the administration of our laws, and 
Ks audacious attack upon the liberty of the press 
existed in its full force. On the 17th August 
M. Otto writes that insulting letter to Lord 
Hawkesbury, in which, in the name of the First 
Consul, he insists upon a stop being put to pub- 
lications hostile to France, the removal of the 
emigrant noblesse and clergy out of this country, 
and the ‘ deportation” of other emigrants to Ca- 
mada, All this, and much more on the same 
subject, happened Jong before the 23d of November. 
in August it was that captain d’Auvergne was 
seized contrary to every principle of justice, and 
in violation of the treaty of Amiens ; long before 
November it was well known and universally ac- 
knowledged that France did not mean to indem- 
nify the Stadtholder, according to spirit of the 
treaty of Amiens; in short, almost every case that 
is now made, either of itself, or conjoiatly, a 
cause of war, almost every insult of which we 
now so justly complain, almost every aggression 
which we are now called upon to resent had oc- 
curred before the 23d of November, and yet, on that 
day, minister came down tothis house and states 
** that he sees no prospect of a renewal of hosti- 
“ lities.” We are now confined in our researches 
to that period, for the same declaration, more 
strongly marked, was made on the 23d of the Fe- 
bruary following, in the reason assigned for in- 
creasing the establishment of H. R.H. the Prince 
of Wales was, that it was a moment of “ profound 
feace” that the measure was one which tho’ 
necessary in a time of war, the difficulties of 
such times rendered improper to bring forward, 
and therefore, a moment of “ profeund peace” 
was chosen by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
as the auspicious moment. Thus, Sir, every ar- 
gument that held good on the 23d of November 
came with redoubled force when urged on the 
23d of February, insult was then aggravated, 
every aggression which began to shew itself at 
the period had completed and tormed it- 
self by the latter. By that period one would 
have oe that ministers had began to doubt 
= re of red former lations. One ae 
think that their spirit prophecy would have 
been a little damped by perverse experience. 
Careless, however, of the lessons of experience, 
and heediess of future fame, state, on 
the 23d of February, that the country is in 

peace, and that no discussions existed at that mo- 


ment between the two countries. Dates and facts 
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are the witnesses I call to the veracity of the 
king’s ministers.—Qxg the gtk of February Lord 
Hawkesbury directs Ld, Whitworth to remon. 
Strace against the enpertte= of Sebastiani’s re. 
port. On the 174 that remonstrance is made. On 
the 21st of February Ld. Whitworth had the famous 
audience ef Buonaparté, which ministers deciared 
was a decisive proof of the hostile views of the 
First Consul : the measure of insult was full; ag- 
gression had followed aggression, the views of 
France upon Egypt, upon the Turkish empire, 
upon Swis:erland, upon Holland, and upon this 
country, were known and avowed. Every tceling 
which animates us as Englishmen hed been in- 
sulted ; we were told by our insolent enemy, 
your press must be made subserviewt to my view, 
you must transport the nobles and the priesthood 
who have sought r:fuge in your hospitality, you 
must import commercial agents, whom, asm 

R. Hon. relation (Mr. Pitt) has justly observed, 
you would been bourd to have hanged as spies in 
time of war : you must stand aloof whilst I scize, 
witha giant’s hand, the whole of Europe, you must 
give up all connexion with the continent, ti- 
treaty of Amiens provides for every thing and settles 
every thing. On the 23d of February we had been told 
all this: on the 23d of February minister comes here 
and tells us that we are in profound peace, and that 
there are no discussions existing between the two 

couatries ; and, on the 87h of March, the same minister 

comes and teils us to prepare for war. We are 

prepared for war—l trust there is not a map in 

this coun'ry, whose breast does not glow with in- 

dignation at the insults we have suffered, and 
with a determination to support the honour and 
avenge the injured cause of his country. Minis- 
ters lulled the country into an unreal belief of se- 
curity, they cherished her with false hopes, they 
asked unlimited confidence, and have reposed 


none in return; they deluded the people with 


littering visions of peace, knowing that when 
they seule they peeneanees to the reality of - 
war. The next point is, have ministers done a 
that became them to do, to avert the ca’amity 
which has come wpon us? Now, whether they 
have submitted enough, God knows the pay 
has seen enough of submission ; not whether t y 
have sufficiently given way (to the views © 
France. God knows their bitterest enemies can- 
not accuse them of having conceded too little ” 
France. The question is, whether they — 
strated in such a manner as became the minister 
of a great and powerful nation; whether they in- 
terfered in such a manner as to make their _— 
ference effective; whether they mediated in suc 
a manner as to aid those in whose favour t 
mediated ; whether they repelled aggressions — 
firmness, and oppesed dig: ified rocorney eer 
violent and presuming demand? 1 do not hes! 


l failed. 
to say, that here they mo ene 


When conceded most, t , - 
least dignity; when t resisted mot, ome” 
sisted with least effect. have — apres 


declaration as one of these causes whic te 

the cause of war, 
apercgete at ath, since the peace with , 
« inexcusable strictness and severity, the proh 


« bitions which had been placed upon the come 
ce wmerce of the subjects of bie Majesty, ae is 
“ lence has been offered to theit before Uy 
“ ” Let us look to the collestio® 
and how stands the fact ? » the 
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of papers presented to us, not one word is men- 
tioned of what constituces this part of their de- 
claration ; in one solitary instance, only, is the 
subject alluded to. In the 2d collection of papers 
we see notification after notification from Mr. 
Merry, of insult upon insult offered to our flags 
and commerce, but in no one instance does any 
remonstrance appear from his Majesty’s gorcrn- 
ment, no instructions to Mr, Merry to remon- 
strate; and, in the case of the Ship George, to which 
1 before alluded, no answer of any kind appears 
to have been given to Mr. Merry. The second 
cause of war is, the introduction by France into 
this country of her privileged spies, the Commer- 
cial Agents. To this insulting act of aggression 
no remonstrance is made by ministers, and except 


-in the one case no steps appear to have been 


taken for sending them out of the country. Once, 
indeed, Lord Hawkesbury informed the French 
minister that the Agents could not be acknow- 
ledged as such, and that if any attempts were 
made to send them to their places of destination 
they would receive orde:s to quit the country. In 
London, however, the whole corps d’espionage 
was permitted to remain unmolested. The Agents 
were not sent to their destination, but in London 
they remained till Gen. Andreossi left the coun- 
try. The mext cause of war is, the occupation of 
Holland by the French troops. To this violent 
act of aggression, to this breach of the letter “ of 
three solemn treaties,” not only no remonstrance 
appears to have been made, but we have the as- 
surance of the noble Secretary of State, that, in 
fact, no written remonstiance was made by the 
ministers, and though, in consequence of Mr. 
Liston’s dispatch of the 13¢h of October, orders 
were sent out on the 17th to retain the Cape and 
the West-India Islands, on the receipt of his dis- 
patch of the 2gth, stating the seizure by the 
French troops of the frentier towns of Holland, 
orders are sent out on the 16th of November to eva- 
cuate the Cape and the West-India Islands, which 
we had before ordered to be retained, notwith- 
standing the cause of that order remained the 
same. The fourth cause of war is, the seizure of 
Swisserland by France. 1! will not here inquire, 
whether it was fitting that this country should 
have interfered in its fate. Upon that subject, I 
entertain a decided opinion, which it is not now 
necessary to avow. We have interfered: and it 
is enough for me to ascertain, whether that inter- 
ference was made in the manner most likely to 
answer the purpose for which it was intended. 
How stands the fact, and how is that fact sup- 
ported by dates? As early as the 132h of July, 
1802, the Deputies of almost all the Swiss Can- 
tons remonstrated publicly against the constitu- 
tion forced upon them by Buonapart¢. From that 
time ic was evident, that the Swiss only waited 
for the moment most propitious to make another 
Strugele for their liberties. France saw the blow 
that was impending, and during the whole sum- 
mer made preparations for maintaining the seizure 
of Swisserland. At length, on the 12h of Septem- 
ber, the flame burst forth : all Swisserland appear- 
ed in arms against her task-masters ; during this 
whole interval did this country stir one step to 
aid the rising spirit of the Swiss or assist their 
daring efforts ?—Of their interference we hear 
Nothing till the 34 of Oosober, On that day Mr. 
Merry writes week that the Swiss had an agent in 





Paris, who was directed co apply to the forciga 
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ministers there, to interfere with the First Consul 
in their favour, After having in vain tried to in- 
terest the feelings of all Europe in his behalf, 
after having in vain solicited the good offices of 
Austria, Prussia, Russia and the king of Etruria, 
having been refused by all the ministers of those 
powers, he comes at last to the English minister, 
and tells the sagas story of his country'swrongs, 
Oo England he places his last, but his firmest re« 
liance, to England his country looks for protec- 
tion and for assistance. Mr. Merry writes tor ia- 
structions. He receives none; no answer is ever 
iven to the Swiss agent, and he is left to cool 
is heels ia the antichamber of Mr. Merry. In this 
instance, however, an English minister venvures 
to make a written remonstrance, and ao auswer is 
given to it. On the roth of Occober the remonstrance 
is sent to Mr. Otto; but it appears that no answer 
was made toit. Rumour, indeed, says that one 
was made, but in such offensive terms, so broad! 
declaring that we had no right to interfere wit 
the affairs of the continent, and referring us with 
such insolent pedantry to the treaty of Amiens 
as to the book in which alone we were to read 
our destinies, that it would have justified imme- 


diate war, instead of being followed by the sur- . 


render of the Cape and our West-India conquests. 
On the same day are dated the instructions to Mr. 
Moore, directing him to proceed to Constance, 
where he arrives on the 31sf of October; and the 
first news he receives is, that the struggle is over, 
and the diet of Schwitz is dissolved. He writes 
home to inquire what he is to do; and on the 
25th of November Ld, Hawkesbury tells aim, that 
he may return. During all this time is any effort 
made to back our remonstrance at Paris? Is our 
minister there directed to support our interfe- 
rence? Is any answer given to the Swiss agent 
which he might shew to the ministers of other 
courts, and which would have encouraged those 
courts to give that assistance? The want of which 
ministers urge as the reason for not interfering 
further, but which it appears we never asked for ! 
Mr. Moore’s instructions are to ascertain whether 
any Austrian or other continental troops are 
ready to enter Swisserland in case it was found 
necessary to support, by arms, the pretensions 
of the Swiss. From July to Nevember ministers 
could find no other time proper for their inter 
ference, but that in which no troops could enter, 
much less act in Swisserland in consequence of 
the severity of the season.—The next cause of war 
is the non-execution on the part of France of 
that part of the treaty of Amiens respecting 
Malta: and upon this point the negotiation ap- 
pears to have been conducted with the same 
firmness and dignity which so strongly characterised 
its whole course. In May the Spanish revenues of 
the order were confiscated. Jn October, by the ane 
nexation of Parma, more were confiscated; still 
the literal execution of the roth art. is insisted 
upon by England. During the whole time no 
new arrangement is heard of, The roth art. is 
constantly rung in our ears. The whole icth 
art., nothing but the roth art. of the treaty of 
Amiens, till at last the farce can be carried on 
no longer, and the necessity of a new arrangement 
begins to be talked of. How is that negotiation 
supported by our ministers? On the 21s hg 
Buonaparté tells Ld. Whithworth, that, on Malta, 
depends the question of peace or war, that on no 
terms shall England be permittcd:o retain Malta, 










































aie 


S _ " 
ts . 
= : Zastt 
a a eee BE Bis 
’ ade 
re +. 


~ pe 
~ eee Fae 


* z a7. ~ “ 
2 = 4 
4 =. aan 
a 7 ; 
" it at 


= tapes 


ye es 


eat ae ae 


a Se Fe aS ae — 


ee 


3 


hse ms 


—- 
A Se ee tt ae, hmetgt, 
+ Ro oy _ 


SU eEK ag es 


— 


a 


ety ¥ 
oe 











a 


oe ee 
: 


1759] 


that he had rather she should have the fauxbourg Sr. | 


Antoine than Malta. Oa the rithof March, Talley- 
rand tells Ld. Whitworth that the First Consul will 
look upon the non-evacuation of Malta as the com- 
mencement of hostilities, mot as a cause of war, but 
as an act of war. Here all discussion about Malta 
should have ended. Ld, Whitworth had said the oc- 
cupation of Malta by England in some shape or other 
was absolutely necessary ; and Talleyrand had said 
such occupation would be deemed the commencement 
of hostilities. Ultimatum is sent after u/timatun; and 
at last you give up the idea of retaining Malta for 
ever, on the dignified and honorable condition that 
France agreed to your reserving it for 10 years only, 
and secured your possession in full sovereignty of the 
island of Lampedosa. Your last «/timatum {for how- 
ever absurd may be the expression, there is no way of 
Stating the proceedings of this negotiation, but by 
talking of therst, 2d, 3d and /as wlamatum) by which 

ou, of course, pledged yourselves to abide; and which, 
af ic had been agreed to, would have brougth the 
negotiation to a favourab/e issue, proposed that in con- 
sideration of the immense accession of strength ob- 
tained by France, vpon the continent, she would give 
vp Malta for 10 years, and stea/ Lampedosa for you 
for ever! You therefore gravely state that, at the 
end of to years, the vast accession of force to France 
confirmed by 10 years’ possession, the immense in- 
crease of her resources ripened by ten years’ matu- 
sity, her possession of Italy, her influence in Ger- 
many, in Spain and in Portugal, and her command 
of Holland, will be counterbalanced by the enormous 
acquisition of a barren rock, of an island without an 
inhabitant, ofthat nursery of sea gulls, Lampedosa ! 
The next cause for war is the attack upon the liberty 
of the press, and the requisition to transport the 
emigrants to Canada or elsewhere. I call upon mi- 
Ristess to point out to me in any part of the corres- 
pendence, which lays upon yourtable, one remon- 
Strance against the insolent attack upon the liberty 
of the press. Ld. Hawkesbury writes very prettily 
on the subject, and Ld, Whitworth assures M, Tal- 
leyrand that it is impossible for Ld. Hawkesbury to 
controu] the licence of the press here, because he could 
not influence a single newspaper for his own objects : 
he trusts therefo e that the First Consyl will not be 
So unreasonable as. to insist upon his controlling the 
language of the newsewriters and pamphieteers in this 
country. But have we one word of remoxstrance 
against the insolent language, or the insulting of the 
French government ?, Can ministers point out one 
instance in which they directed Ld. Whitworth to 
ask satisfaction for the outrage, and to say, in dis- 
tinct terms, that unless inverference in our own con- 
cerns by. France was distinctly and openly dis- 
avowed, he should leave the ng No; in pro- 
poruon as France increased in inso ence, we multi- 
lied concession ; and the more revolting and violent 
eee. her demands, the weaker and the more in- 
efficigut became our remonstrance. When we look 
to the subject, relating to the French emigranis, dis- 
l,, indeedy is the tale we haye to teil, and dis- 


gusti the, scene of humiliation which H. M. mini- 
mers hate acted. The a attack made by the French 
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i >, bas 

yt answer which miuisters 
$Q and impertinent Complaint Is 
Mote proper it they (the French 
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| h | facts which they 
rempnstrance from Talleyrand to Mr. enfin 


he insignia of their orders, which 
as insulting to. vernment. 





fio 


ministers help it or preventit? Was that the lan. 
guage for his Majesty’s ministers to hold in reply to 
such a remonstrance? 1 ask them if ever the 
chastening hand of Providence was to plunge this 
country Ito the same misfortunes which had overs 
whelmed France, if ever our nobles were sent to 
seek refuge in a foreign land, how they would brook 
the idea of our nobility surrendering the badges of 
their rank and the insignia of their honours, because 
they no longer dared to wear them. Yet this is the 
conduct which ministers think ‘it would have been 
more proper,” ifthe French nobles had f:llowid.— 
The next demand the French government makes is 
that the French superior clergy, who were emigrants 
in England, should be removed from the kingdom, 
and that others, who they named, chould be deporte” 
to Cumada! These august, these venerable charac- 
ters, who trye to their religion and faithful to their 
Sovereign, gave up even the means of subsistence 2d 
left their friends, relations and dearest connex'ovs 
rather than remain in the land where that sovereign 
had been murdered, and that religion prophaued, who 
encouraged by the general voice of Englaad sought 
that refuge here which almost every other covairy 
refused them. We are called upon by the avthors of 
their miseries, who are at this moment revelling in 
their spoils and exulting in their misfortunes, to re- 
move them from the refuge we gave them, and thus to 
violate that hospitality on the faith of which they 
came. Those gallant men, who sacrificing every 
consideration of personal risque, made an wnavailing, 
but glorious attempt to restore the throve of their 
kings and to re-establish the altars of their faith, 
whose exertions we animated, and whiose arms we 
assisted, who engaged in this memorable struggle on 
the faith of British promises, and in the confidence 
of British assistance, we are called upon by the 
very men against whom they fought, and against 
whom we once made common cause with them, to 
““ déperter” toCanada. Let Gentlemen recollect the 
meaning attached to that word by the present 1ulers 
of France, Jet them recollect the horrors of the !a- 
mous ‘* deportation” to Cayenne, as described by thc 
miserable survivors of it; let them recollect that toa 
¢ deportation,” of this kind, the French governmeat 
wished to doom the loyal and persecuted emigrants 
of France, and then let them turn to the answer 
which H. M. ministers chose to give to this croc, 
this infernal proposal. ‘* His Majesty is very de- 
“ sirous to obviate any cause of complaint or Un- 
“ easiness with respect to their persons, and mca- 
“ sures are in contemplation, aad will be a. 
“ the purpose of removing them out of H. M. hy- 
‘ popean dominions.” 1 shot thebook in disgust, ip 
horror and in shame, In disgust and in horror at he 
barbarity which could dictate this sentences ‘i 
‘shame and in confusion at the eternal siain ah 
blor_ which it will fix ppon this page of our PT 
— I have thvs gone through the differcot points 
which appear to me to bear upon the subject po 
You, and, 10 justify the resolutions. which, are #? 
mitted 10 the House... From these exctacis whith” 
have made from the papers On your re. see 
; ‘ich avow, and from the dates Oe. 
confirm these, facts, three deductions are fo he of 
ee is, that from the, moment the treaty f 
cae was signed, H, M. ministers were aware ° 
A ge ‘ons avewed and expressed by the 
cane intentions. avewed xp 


the, de vl 
gove moment of France towards this country 5 * 
condly, being so aware, of them, they concealed 


; d tre 
conviction from the country, and encourage il 
peck with hopts of permaneat peace and W309" 





abstained from it.” But how could . 
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lity ; knowing, atthe moment they held out those 
hopes, that they were fa'se and illusory ; and thirdly, 
that on many points which they now m»ke, either 
distinctly or collectively, causes of way, they made 


try. And as to Sebastiani, he thought if the French 
government chose to deny the object of hig mission, 
the government, this House, andthe country, were 
abundantly satisfied, and cou'd not feel any longer an 


insult on this point. 





ding to the dignity of the nation, and that whe ; 
— tt ie nh ee se Mr. ARCHDALE professed his approbation of the con- 


mo remonstrance, or such remonstrances as were de- | 


they interfered or mediated, they interfered without 
firmness and mediated without honour. 


Mr. Hosuovse said, that ministers were charged 
with having negleéted to communicate to the Hou-e the 
disposition of the French government and the agres- 
sions that had occurred, True, they had received suf- 
ficient provocation, were they to yield to their feel- 
ings, to break off the negotiation, bot do they not 
deserve applause for suppressing those feelings and for 
waiting until they bad unequivocal ground for going 
to war. If they had come to parliament, from time 
to time, with their complaints, they would have 
been charged with disturbing tie harmony of the two 
countries, and rekindling war. And because they did 
not do so; because they did not go to war with France 
fer her encroachement on the continent; and for de- 
manding that the emigrants should be sent ovt of 
the country; and for requiring first to control te li- 
berty of our press ; because they did not go to war for 


these things, are his Majesty’s ministers to incur the | 


charge of timidity, irresolution and inconsist-ncy ? 


Sir W. Youwnc observed, that this administration 
came into power under many disadvantages: they 
had to terminste a most dangerous war, without alle , 
against a terrible enemy. The aggressions of Fiance, 
since the treaty of Amiens, arose out of the treaty 
itself. With respect to Malta, he would say that the 
order was degraded. He would have the county di- 
re&t its attention to the hostile mind Buonaparté bears 
against this couatry. An areté of the 2oth of June 
last had been passed, ordering that all connexions 
with foreigners, meaning English, shall be dissolved. 
By the treaty of Amiens, is not our commerce under- 
mined? Wherever France can prevail, is it not checked, 
clogged, and prohibited ? From a review of the con- 
dvét of ministers he did noi think chat they bad acted 
as became the ministers of this country. 


Mr. FonsiaxqveE said, that here was nothing in 
the papers before the House that made him repent of 
his confidence in minisiry, nor that could bring re- 
proach upon them for the concealment which they 
had practised. The line of conduct which the mini- 
Sters pursued, as far as he had been enabled to judge 
of it, had been proper. The condué of France, since 
the treaty of Amiens, had been one continual scene of 
aggression. To watch her motions and intentions, 
ia his opinion, did not so much require distinguished 
talents, as active vigilance, and never was this de- 
manded more in any period of history. Asto Malia, 
he considered the possession of it essential to ovr 
commercial greatness, and it ought not to be given up 
On any account. Miuisters are aleo charged wit hav- 
ang forborne to temonstrate against the conduét of 
France to Holland. This is untounded; for it is 
known that their forbearance was at the instance ol 
Holland itself, They are charged with abandoning 
the unfortunate Swiss. What could England do alone 
1p such a contest? The powers of the continent re- 
fused to interfere ; and is their criminal indifference 
Chargeable in this House as a crime to his Majesty's 
Ministers? Astvinsults, he would state Jt as a cause 
of exuiration, that the First Conse! had spekeg.of the 
freedom of our press, and found himself at length cou- 
trained to recur ty the judicial decisions of the coun- 

Vor. IIl. | 


| duct of ministers through the whole of the negotiations. 
He thought they had been throughout animated with a 
sincere desire to preserve peace, consistea: wth the 
honour and the interests of the country. He congra 
tulated the House on the important improvement which 
had taken place in the tem;er and disposition of the 
people of Ireland, and on the attachment they felt for 
this country and the goverament.' [he conduct of the 
First Consul had opened the eyes of the deluded, 
and ali ranks now derefied him as the common enem 
of the independence and the liberty of mankind. If he 
should dare to make his appearance in that country, 
he would mret with a very warm reception from the 
Well-atfected, from principle ; and from some of our 
jacobins, from revenge. 





| 
| 


Mr. C. Wrywwe condemned ministers stroncly for 
deluding the nation with hopes of peace, wheo every 
| aét of the French government manifested a hostile and 
| dangerous spirit which rendered any hope of continued 
peace absurd. 


Mr. CourTeney. I think the R. Hon. Genrtl. Op= 
posite (the Ch. of the Ex.) has been very hardly deale 
with by all parties, on the subject of this negotia- 
tion, and che turn it has taken. The R. Hon Gentl. 
wished to conciliate all parties: how has he done it ? 
When the : tate of the country and of the negotiation 
promised peace, then the party who wished tur wae 
inveighed against him for pustilan'mous and disgrace- 
ful conduét ; but as soon as he gave them war, they 
found matter still to inveigh aginst him. As to cere 
tain experiments for restoring the state to its former 
prosperity, I shall mention the opinion of a great 
philosopher, statesman, and legislator: I mean é/ip- 
pocrates : in his Aphorisms, he says, if you should break 
your leg, and either by negle&t, or an unskilful artist, 





| 


it should not knit well together, or knit in sucha 
manner as to desiroy the strength or symmetry of the 
limb, the remedy is simple : Break it avainy an give 
the care of it to another artist. I do not mern, Sir, 
to make any particular application of the adv ce of 
Hippocrates, or any invidious allusion ; bat simp'y vo 
state the advice of a great philosopher aud statesman, 


Sir W. MitNner saw much to praise, and little 
to censure in the conduct of min sters. He come 
mended them for their spirit Of moderation and for- 
b.arance. The French government had been insolent; 
but, minisers had wisely made grea: sacrifices to 
peace. As lorg as their couduct was conilitauonal, 
they should have his support. 


Sir T. Metcacr thought the motion pernicious in 
itself, and particularly inexpedient, as i mght give 
informat:on tothe enemy, and uobinge the spirit of 
the couatry at home. The R. Hon. Gentl. a the 
head of his Majesty's councils, against whom these 
resolutions were chieily directed, had resigned an ho- 
nourable sisvation where he was universally b loved 
and reepeéted, and accepting of the commands of 
his Sovercign, had t ken ou himself the management 
of affairs at a very dificolt. crisis. Throwgh thal cr sis 
he had conduéted the country with honwwr. He had 
given us peace when it was infinitely desirable. He 
had used every means to preserve it, aod now that 
the ambition pf the cacmy had forced ws to renew 
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the war, he trufted that he would conduet it with | 
ability and success. He ftood high in the conf- | 
dence of the country ; and his conduc, and the 
conduct of his colleagues, deserved praise inftead | 
of being exposed to censure. 





RY DEBATES, 1768 


turb this unanimity. Of all the possible objec. 
tions which could be urged, he had no difficulty 


_in saying, that he considered this as one of the 


moft extraordinary. He could hardly bring bim- 


_ self to believe that this evening he had heard it 


| gravely ftated by an hon. member on the other side 


Mr.Grecor considered it necessary to inveftigate 
the conduct of minifters : if the conduct of France 
has been a syftem of suppression and insult to this | 
country, he was aftonished we should have given | 
up any of our conquefts, which now would be of | 
the utmoft importance to us, or disembody our, 
military and naval force. When he reviewed the 
conduct of minifters, he could not give them his 
confidence, nor think them men of sufficient abi- 
lity to be trufted with the management of the | 
affairs of the country ina situation so critical as | 
the present. 


Mr. Burtanp assured theHouse, that the people 
were so well satisfied with peace, that Mr. Pitt 
could not bave cairied on the war another year ; 


| 

from bei agiftrate of av opulous | ‘seth: aan? 
and fom ling 3. magnets of & mee poEmiee | ever engaged, that an inquiry should be inflitured 
) 


neighbourhood, he had an opportunity ot know- 
ing the sentiments of the people, whe considered 
the peace as a blessing to them, 


Mr. T. Grenvit_e said, that before he offered 
himself to the attention of the House, he had been 
anxious to hear from miaifters some juftification 
of their conduct, which had on this and various 
other occasions been so powerfully assa led. Per- 
eciving, however, that the expectation of receiv- 
ing this explanation, on which he wished to found 
what he had to submit on the subject of the reso- 
lution moved by his hon. friend was vain, he 
should now beg leave to solicit the atrention of 
the House, while he endeavoured to ftate, with as 
much brevity as possible, the reasons on which 
he felt it his duty, as an independent member of 
Parliament, to give his decided support to these 
sesolutions, He expressed his uawillingness to 
offer many observations on the objection which 
had been adduced by moft of the members who 
had spoken this night. He was still less willing 
to detain the attention of the House by replying 
to false, malicious, and unfounded insinuations 
which had been thrown ovt in certain quarters 
against those gentlemen, who from considerations 
of public duty, were determined to support the 
resolution which had been proposed by the hon. 
shember who began the discussion. The motion 
had been ascribed to mean considerstions of 
party spirit ; tothe mere wish of one set of gentle- 
men to drive others from confidential si:uations 
under es with the view of occupying 
their places. For himself he muft moft unequi- 


. vocally reprobate such insinuations, aad he would 


not so far forget whet he owed tothe House and 
to his own character, as make them the subject of 
any greater length of animadversion. Bur having 


adverted to this objeGion, he had only to say a_ 
few words to the only other objeG@ion which had , 


been adduced“in the course of the discussion. tt 
had ‘been argued that the present was ‘not the 
time for bringing forward resolutions of the na- 
ture which had ‘this evening been submitted’ to 
the House. This country was now engaged in a 
‘conteft where unanimity among all ranks and 
‘orders it’ the state was of the higheft impor- 
tance, and when consequently, it was highly to be 
‘wished for that no discussion might be provoked 


(cw T. Metcalf), that by agreeing to the resolu- 
tions, or, even by pressing the discussion, infor- 
mation might be conveyed to the enemy, It was 
not very easy to see what was the species of in- 
formation to which the hon. member alluded. For 
hmself, he had no sort of difficulry in saying, 
that a principal object which he had in view hy 
supporting the resolutions, was to convev both 
to the enemy and to the people of this country in- 
formation which, ata crisis like the present, was 
in all points of view so important. He was an- 
xious that, at a moment when we were engaged 


| in a conteft more trying and more hazardous, in 


a conteft in which great exertions and great 
sacrifices would be more powerfully required than 
in any former ftruggle in which the country was 


intothe capacity of those who were to dire the 
| application of the national reseurces, and the 
| national sirength ; to ascertain whether the battle 
which was to be fought would be fought with 
| proportionate energy and courage; to see that 
every department of the public service was p:o- 
_perly administered ; to take care, that if the 
| country was to submit to extraordinary saciiicesy 
the exertions which weie made were directed by 
those to whom all ought to look up with conh- 
'dence. In this sease he certainly wished that the 
enemy and the people of Great Britain should be 
| put in possession of that, which it was the objet 
| of the resolutions to procure. Having said this, he 
' would not pretend to deny that the object of the 
resolutions was to call im question the conduct of 
| ministers throughout the whole of the negotia- 
‘tions and discussions which had taken place 

betwixt the two governments from the time that 

the definitive treaty of peace was concluded. To 

have a full and fair view of this subje@ it would, 

however, be in the first place necessary, briefly 
|to advert to the situation of the country at the 
‘time when the treaty was concluded. By the 2¢ 
of the resolutions it was declared, that minifters 
had not made to Parliament such full and ample 


the real situation of the country, and therefore 
the House was debarred from the conftitutional 
right of giving any opinion on the ftate of _ 
lic affairs. A disposition had been manifefted to 
lay a great deal of stress on particular expressions. 
He was not at any time disposed to question t ; 
words which Geatl. themselves were disincline 
to disavow, but he wonld contend yo it od al 
fetiy parliamentary to draw an inierep 

the Sf ral spirit me) complexion of the lange 
employed by those in official situations, w nd 
gave to that language a degree of weight and * 
sequence, which it Aid not otherwise =: 
‘which was the foundation. of important © - 
lusions, and which was, consequently, 
€ases, thofe narrowly canvassed. He was 
Soe a of ference 3 — 

House the views a oF 
tka held out at the time of the vr orsccatt 
definitive treaty. He could “not eo hes that 
| what 





| views and cxpedtations 
‘which might have the appearance of a wish to dis- period, than by referring to the language ¥>' 


communications as could lead to any eftimate of 
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rits of the definitive treaty were so fuily discussed 
[rath of May 1802]. At that time, in answer to 


sonie arguments to prove that the peace could 


had then been employed by the R. Hon. Gent. | 


not possibly be of long duration, the R. Hon, | 


Gent. had said, ‘“* lam impressed with a thorough 
conviction that the peace which has now been con- 
cluded will, in all probability, be ot as long du- 
ration as any of the pacifications conctuded at 
various periods of the last century. 
thing in the appearance ot the present times, in 
the present government of France, or the cha- 
racter ot the individuals of whom that gorernment 
is composed, which at al! mduces me to think 
that the peace will not be laftieg.” On that oc- 
casion he was among the small number of those 
who had unitormly argued in favour of the pro. 
prety of am address to his Majctty, recommending 
an tmmediate settlement of the vaiious points 
which the treaty had left open to discussion, 
and trom which we anticipated a rupture at po 


I sce no-| 
; 





very diftant period, unless an adjuftment was ef- | 


fected. This proposition had, however, been re- 
sifted by minifters and rejected by the House, 
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on che other side (Mr. Addiugion), when the me- | 
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the House, thet the inftructions of Talleyrand to 
Fauveiet, who had beeu sent to take soundings 
of the harbour: of Dublin, that they were dated 
atan early part of the month ot November, and 
consequently were known to miniflers when Par 
liament was opened, That the designs of the 
Firft Consul of France with respect to Swisser- 
land were known, was a matter of general noto- 
nety. Minifters themselves had presented a re- 
monftrance Jong before ‘hat period. On this part 
of the subjeQ die should, betore he sat down, 
submit some :mportant considerations. With the 
annexation of Piedmont to France, ministers were 
not unacquainted, The contiscation of the reve- 


nue of the Spanish priories of the order of Malta, 


there was also every reason to think that minis- 
ters were acquainted with even before the denni- 
tive treaty was concluded. The misson ot Se- 
baftiani, minifters were fully apprized of, long 
lxfore they thought proper publicly to allude 
toit. They were not ignorant of the time when 
he left France, and on the 29th of November a 
dispatch from Gen. Stewart announced his arrival 
in Egyot. Thus did it appear, that all the prin- 


cipal grounds of the declaration were perfcdtly 


What then was the state of the information | 


which monifters communicated to parliament ! 
The ta& was, that po information of any kind 
Was communicated to the laft parliament after 
the signature of the treaty, except what was com- 
mumecaied through his Majefty’s gracious speech 
at the conclusion of the session. Io that speech 
an expe tation was certainiy hele out that there 
was a prospect of the continuance of peace, 
and a secoummendation was given to cultivate 
the advantage which a state of peace prescated. 
With this general impression the laft parliament 
was dissolved. He cectainly had wever heard it 
asserte |, and he could in no case admit the poss- 
tion, thac the prospect of a speedy dissoiuuon of 
paruament at all lessened the obligation of mi- 
misters to communicate full and fair explanation 
ofthe state of public affairs. In this state the 
matier continued till the opening of the new par- 
liament on the 23d of November, and then, as 
before; all communication was with-beld. Here, 
however, it beeame important to inquire what 
were the facts which had occurred during the 
interval, When those who supported the tcse- 
lution contended that no information of the real 
fiate of the country was jaid betore Parliament, 
at the opening of the session ta his Majesty's 
speech from the throne, they at the same time at- 
gued that every one of the grounds of war enu- 
merated in his Majesty's declaration had ther 
takea place, aod were as we'l known to m:nis- 
ters as at the period when the declaration 
was publishe?. ‘io shew that this assertion was 
well tounded, he should beg leave to direct the 
attention of the House to a few of the principal 
grounds of complaim and agression which the 
declaration contained. 
would advert, was the complaints of the moles- 
tation to which our commerce was cxpoved. From 
documents now on the tabie, it appeared that 
from December 1801, to the same period in the 
following year, a serics of these complaints had 
been preferred to minifters, and no spirited re- 
monftrance had taken place on the subjeét. The 
Visit of the military consuls was known before 
his Majecfty’s specch was delivered, for it appeared 
by a paper, which was a few days since laid before 





well known to mivciflers, long before the decla- 
racion made its appearance. Fat, he would vot 
confine himse!lfto these circumftances, but would 
refer to others of not less importance, though 
they were not introduced into the declaration, and 
very materially unplicated the conduct of minis- 
ters. Dhe first of these points to which he bepged 
leave to allude, was the arrangement of the Ger- 
man indemaities, which to a considerable degree 
involved British interefts. When he said this, 
he meant to allude to the insult which had 
been offered to his Majesty by mulciing a part of 
his Hanoverian dominions \o satisfy the avarice 
of the greater powers. Complete myftery had co- 
vered the whole busivess of the indemnities to the 
house ot Orange. For this arrangement an article 
had been introduced into the treaty; barull the 


papers were laid on the table the House had 
been er ignorant in what train the wego- 
, 





The frst to which he | 
|declare the country ina state of war. At what 


, time, he desired the House to consider, was it that 
this extraordinary ftep had been taken by minis- 





|seceived their approhation. 
| ftlances, minifters bad taken on them»elves to vio~ 
late a dircet ftipuiamon of the treaty. 
| chosen particularly to dispatch orders to suspend 


tiation on this subject had been lett by ministers, 
The whole business about the order tor the eva- 
cuation of the Cane, and its sul sequent retention, 
was entirely passed over io silcace. By papers 
subsequently called for, it appeared that on the 
16th of OMober, minifters had dispatched orders 


to retain the Cape, though, by a s Jemn treaty, 


it was to be given up within a limited peried. - 


Minifters, by this treaty, en cred intua fnpulation, 
which Gated, that with.na certain pernud the Cape 
should be suirendered to the Batsvian mpullic. 
The treaty containing this ftipulation bad bccn 
laid before both Houses of Parlameut, «od had 
Under such circume- 


they had 


the execuiion of the treary, and of consequence to 


ters? It was jult about one month ‘© ™ the tome 
thet Parliament assembled. Did minifters, when 
Parliament assembled, in‘orm the House of the 
extraoruimary mea-ures to which they had re- 
soned? They had not said a single wud on the 
subject. Io a very few weeks after, st had ap- 
peared proper to them to evactate the Cape, and 
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then a war virtually intervened; ftill minifters 
continued to Observe the same silence. Some hon, 
members, aod paiticularly an hon. Gent. uuder 
the gallery (Mr. H. Browne), whom he muft ever 
efteem, bad commended minifters for the silence 
they had so long observed on the {tate of public 
affairs. He could notat all accede to this doc- 
trivne. The syftem pursued by minifters would, 
wader the cloak of responsibility, deftroy every 
¢oollitutional principle, of parliamentary right, 
of discussion, and inguiry, He siacerly believed, 
that if the negotiation, which had lately termi- 
nated, had taken a favourable turn, we should 
have heard nothing of the whole of the orders 
aad counter-orders of minifters 5 all would ina 
‘short time have been involved in thedarkett night. 
Every discussion would have been discounte- 
nanced by minifters, and conversation in the 
public prints would have supplied the place of 
ofiicia] documents on a matter of the highelt im- 
portance. It would not be forgotten what the 
prnciples were which, minifters had laid down 
on this subje&t. In case of war they were not un- 
willing to grant what information was required. 
On the other hand, tf there had been a favour- 
able period put to the negotiations, minifters did 
not indeed say that they would refuse all expla- 
nation, but they reserved themselves as to the 
ca-es on which they considered such information 
expedient, useful, or necessary. Having gone 
through these obstrvations, as tending to shew 
the propriety of the two firlt resolutions, the R. 
Hon. Gent. procecded to examine in detail the 
grounds on which the third resolution was found. 
«d. From the two firft resolutions, the third ap- 
pear-d to flow asa neces ary mference. It in- 
volved a variety of serious and weighty observa- 
tions. Firft, in the attacks which had been made 
on our ships by the officers of the French go- 
veronmenyt. One hon. Gent, seemed to consider, 
that on this point there was no reasonable ground 
of complaint. If injuries had been received, Bri- 
tish su‘ jects had only to appeal to the national 
courts of pultive. Bur, what he begged the House 
to consider were these national courts of juftice. 
The principal ground of complamt was, that these 
courts of appeal deeide only by taking immediate 
posession of the prizes submitted to thew deci- 
siow. Hut what docs the Firft Consul say to the 
complaints of British subdjects? Why, he tells 
thea, that they muft appeal to the tribunals of 
the country, co the very tribanals from whcch all 
the injaftice complained of had been received. 
Let jnitice take its course, is the language of the 
Firft Consul; and the grosseft injuftice is the 
course which this pretended juftice invariably pur- 
sucs, The capture is divided, and the British 
claimant is forced to bear those losses, againft 
which the remonaftrances of minitters had failed to 
procct chen. In failing to remonftrate with vi- 
gour againit a species of aggression, so contrary to 
every principle of intercourse between civilized 
nasrions, minifters had incurred a very grave and 
‘serious responsibiliry. The mission of the French 
Miheary Consul did not appear to him to be de- 
teribed ia his Mejetty’s declaration, in terms at all 
correspondent to the nature of the insult. It was 
an Outfay? ia all respects’ so ‘gross, that minifters 
page with much greater ‘spirit to have resented 
the attempt to te the asages of independent 

ations, it afforded ’him ao inconsiderable de- 
“gree ef sutistaction, ona former occasion, co fiod 











that the two eminent and moft considerable 


| members of the House were completely agreed 
(in opinion that the mission of those indi- 


viduals was.a gress iosult, and that in twenty-four 
hours after their arrival they ought to have been 
peremptorily reqmred to quit the country. But 
this was an adequate satisiaction ; and, if the French 
government ielused to give satisfaction, there could 
benodoubt that war, to avenge this aational insult, 
would have been justifiable. In vain, however, 
had these two great characters expressed such an 
opinion. Ministers had chosen to pursue a course 
totaily different. No memorial could be laid be- 
fore the House, not because they hed not remon- 
strated, but because the remonstrance had iaken 
place merely in a verbal conterence with the 
French Ambassador. The next peint on which 
he wished to touch, was one which, he said, he 
considered as of the highest importance. He 
meant to allude to the situation of Helland. —Oa 
this subject it also ailorded him real delight, as he 
was sure it must have done tothe House at large, 
to ind the two Rt. Hon. Gent. (Mr, Pitt and Mr, 
Fox), to whom he had already ailuded, speaking 
with respect to the policy which this covatry 
ought to pursue with respect to Holland, those 
sentiments, which every Englishman could not 
fail cordially to approve. For his own part he 
had no difficulty in saying, that he considered the 
conduct of the French government to the Batavia 
Republic, independent of a!l other considerations, 
to be a full, fair, and unanswerable giound of war. 


| What he had to complain of in the conduct of 


ministers was, that they had not shewn that zcal 
and activity with regard to the necessity of fe- 
monstrating against the violence and Uke injustice 
of the French government to the Dutch, which 
their duty to the public imperiously called on them 
to display. So fac from making the cause of the 
Batavian Republic distinctly the cause of this 
country, they appeared on all occasions backward 
to take up the business. So far from availing 
themselves of opportunities which occurred of re- 
viving the solid connexion of friendship and m- 
terest which it was so obviously the mutual mte- 
test of both countries to maintain, the conduct 
was matked by weakness, irreso.ulicD, and timil- 
dity. it had been remarked by one Hon. Gee 
that in making their siand tor Malta, ministers be: 
made their staad for a tiuly British object. W hen 
Le considered the manner in which the stand was 
made, whatever he might think of the pnperrenss 
ot Malta, he could not perfectly coincide with t , 
sentiment. But even granting that Malta was * 
tair British object, he would ask of minasters “ ‘ 
ther, on their own principles, a standin favour * 
Hoiland was not of infaitely more importance . 
a national point of view. Was there any mab m 
did not think that ministers ought firmly and ma : 
tully to have remonsti ated agatast the comes wan: 
vf the French troops iu Holland? Was pres’ = 
man who expected that ministers had neaire . 
making such remonsirance with eneney 3 ao ol 
rit? It was, he must coniess, to his innit’ # 
vishment, that-h¢e found that no memon® | 
beea presented to the French goverament wd 
subject; not that no memorial, of nee or 
had. been drawn yp with the view of on f a 
sented; not that it had not been acapnen 4 
Paris; wi'hahe view of being laid 04 e's Sat 
Consul; butiba: after being in the gy sae 
ambassador, ministers had at Jengt Tops 
that it would be more wise, prudeat, ade Pi"; 
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that it should not be delivered. And on what mo- 
tive was it that so extraordinary a neglect of the 


most imperious duty was attempted to be justi- | 
fied? The justification was more humiliating and | 


degrading than the neglect itself. Ir was not true 
tha: ministers were net sensible of the importance 
of getting the trench troops removed trom the 
Batavian Republic: it wes not that they did not 
conceive that, according to the clearest principles 
of the law of nations, and the most obvious max- 
ims of a national policy, they had an undeniable 


right to interfere; but they declined interiering, | 


on the base and dishonourah € principle, that their 
interference might have excited the jealousy of the 
Fiench government. Was such language to be 
endured in an English Parliament? Was a British 
Secretary of State totcll a British House of Com- 
mons, that a memorial drawn up iu behalf of an 
ancient and valuable ally, in support of the inde- 
pendence of a power with which we have a mu- 
tual interest, should, from considerations of pru- 
dence, propriety, or wisdom, from a dread of irii- 
tating Fiance, be cancelled or buried in oblivion. 
Sih was the disgraceful picture which the con- 
duct of ministers to the Batavian Republic pre- 
sented. Now, as to their conduct to Swisserland, 
he confessed that here too miuisters seemed to 
prove highly reprehensible. in offering a tew ob- 
servations on this subject, he begged leave to go 
back a good deal farther than had beeu gone by 
any of those by whom the subject bad been men- 
tioned. What he should state in the first instance, 
be should state on the authority of very preva- 
kent rumours, though he would not take upon him- 
sclf to say, that these rumours were in ail respects 
accurate as to the facts. He had good reason, 
however, for believing that as early as the spring 
of last year, several persons ot eminent character, 
aod invested with considerable situations, had 
come from Swisserland to London, with the view 
of consulting about the best means of providing 
against that interference of the French govern- 
nient in their internal affairs thev had even then 
began to dread. He had heard that these indivi- 
duals, so far from being received with favour or 
with kindness, it was not till after a solicitation 
of nearly two months that they could gain admis- 
sion to any one of his Majesty's ministers. This 
Was a circumstance of considerable importance, 
and could nor fail to make a strong impression op 
the House. Rut he wished to pot out pasticu- 
larly the application of this circumstance as throw- 
ing light on the conduct of ministers. They must 
have known long before October, when their re- 
monstrance in b: half of Swisserland was present- 
el, what was the real situation of that country. Io 
June the fears, the wishes, and the views of the 
inhabitants had been exp!ained to them. He wish- 
e1 to know from ministers’ what circumstances 
existed to induce them to remonstrate iu October, 
which did not operate wih equal force in June? 
Was not the tight of interference equal? Were 
not the claims et the Swiss as powerful? Was ner 
their situation as much recommended to protec- 
tion ? Was there not then a much greater proba- 
bility of successful vesistance than at the time 
when the remonstrance was presented, when, in 
fact, that was done beyond the power of repara- 
tion, which it was the object of Mr. Moore’s jour- 
Pey to preveat? Did ministers expect that any 
thing mysterious was to result from this journey ? 


‘Did they hope to find an Austrian army at Coo- 
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stance, ready to afford protection to a persecuted 
country. ‘The whole remonstrance evinced nei- 
ther dignity nor foresight. It was equally desti- 
tute of policy, wisdom, or ability, Che memo- 
rial had beca presented to the French governe 
ment on the roth of October, and nothing more is 
| heard of ic tii the 27th of February, when Ld, 
Whitworth is mstructed to demand an answer te 
the remonstrance. Was no inquiry made during 
the whole intermediate space, in what light the 
memorial was regarded by the Freoch govera- 
ment? Was this a matter of such trifling impor- 
tance, that ministers chose to overlook it? Was 
not this refusal to give any answer, an indirect 
way ot telling ministers, that the French govern- 
ment was determined not te permit them to inter- 
flere on the Contineat? Was it not a tacit mode 
of establishing what ministers could not but kaow 
was the avowed and favourite objcct of the am- 
bition of the First Consul? Minisiers on every 
consideration of wisdom and policy ought much 
earlicr to have demanded explanation. As to 
Piedmont, he hed to offer a few observations. Oa 
a former occasion the situation of the King of Ser- 
diuta bad given rise to a good deal of di.cussion, 
On the debates on the Detinitive Treaty, when at 
was objected that po provison was obtained for 
that Sovereign, a noble Secretary of State oppo- 
site (Ld Hawkesbury) had said, that he had pot 
only lost all right to tuterference on his behalf on 
the part of this country, but had, from his conduct, 
placed himself in the situation of being consider- 
ed as an enemy. Against such a vicw of the sub- 
jject he did protest at the time, and must at all 








Soe cee ee ee ee 


| tunes protest in the strongest terms, Because a 


Prince who, fighting iv our cause, had been strip- 
ped of his dominions, and deprived of his all, was 
for awhile obliged to assume the nominal appear- 
ance of a foe, he could never admit the doctrines 
which the Noble Lord had laid down. But on a 
sudden a most important change ts introduced in 
the situation of this Sovercigu. From being 
something little short of an avowed enemy, he is 
at once converted into a favourable ally, for whom 
ample security is to be obtained tor ali his losses. 
And how is this new indemnity to be procured? 
Why, by the rare scheme ot the cession of Lam 
pedosa, aod by tacking the poor King of Sardinia 
to the end of the projet, which contains two arti- 
cles which may be either admitced or oot, as the 
French Minister for Foreign Affairs chooses to re- 
ceive them. Whether, however, the menace of 
war or proffer of peace was considered, the whole 
conduct of ministers to that uafortunate Prince 
appeared equally disgusting. Now as to the di- 
rect subject of Malta, He could not bur think that 
atoial want of policy with regard to Rus-ia had 
been discovered by ministers, while negotiations 
were goiog forward on this subject. Russia is al- 
lowed on ail hands to have been the principal 
power on which ministers relied for the guarantee 
of Malta at the time the 10:h article of the Treat 

was formed. Now, what bappencd while suc 

was the avowed wish and design ef ministers 

Ministers signed a Treaty, by one article of which 
Russia is to be invited to be ove of the guarantees 
of the independence of the Island of Maka; and 
this ministers do, while at the very moment they 
were making this requisition, they were comscious 
that such a guarantee would be directly contrary 
tu a previous arrangement betwixt this Country 





and Russia. [Here he read an catsact from Cvunt 










































OO ee 


ie ee 
~» 


eae are 


as tos i ied ee a 


e. 
ere 








ena aes 


ees, 


—? 
RE AMEE, = a, 









































—~e ‘ ; 


bate , 
2 





a, 


. 7 ’ i 
- cs ew 4 $ <e 
STON rere el eage nena ae therein ge ener EE oman GAR RL tN ne neg oon oa 
= > ae - eo: . oe —— - 


Se ee 


a 
t 


en 


— 
ee 
SS Pz, 
~ ee ——- 


$56 .— 
+ Sie SY 
- om Fp 


a a, = ae ee 


one me a Sea 
Ree eke ee tg ete, 20 ae ange Se otal 




























1771) 


. ., 
‘Woronzow’s Note on the 12th of November, sta- 


ting this fact.} The history which he had at pre- | 


sent to present to the House on the subject of 
Malta, was short and simple, nuless the Nore +o 
which he had a!luded was a direct forgery, which 


there was no reason whatever to suppose. The | 
language of the Emperor of Russia tothe minis- |. 


ters of this country, or to the French government 
is—* You wish me to be one of the guarantees of 
Ma!ta, agreeably io the tenth article of the Freaty 
of Amiens, which I am tar from w shing to under- 
takc; but if I were willing, lL cacnot aeccpt the 
invitation; it is pot in my power, as you must be 
perfectly aware. You know that I have already 
entered into an agreement with your Cour: rela- 
tive to Melita, in ns wature entirely contrary to 
the guarantee you require.””"—Is it really true that 
the King’s ministers knew thar such was the si- 
tuation of the Empcror of Russia with regard to 
Malta; and did they really form an article which 
they must have been conscious at the time could 
never be fulfilled. Those who objected to the ar- 
ticle originally, did so cn the ground of the diffi- 
culties which could not fail to attend its being 
carried into execution. How much stronger rea- 
sons had ministers to entertain such an opinion. 
They knew that it was contrary to the wishes of 
the Emperor of Russia to undertake the guzran- 
tee. They knew further, that it was impossible 
that he could, consistently with a former solemn 
engagement, undertake, and yet with such know- 


ledge they conclude the Treaty, and gravely call | 


for the guarantee. In the whole annals of diplo- 
macy, he believed, it would be difficult to find any 
parallel to the conduct of ministers in this point ; 
of a piece with this was the manner in which they 
had acted with respect to the sale of the priorics 
of the Order of Malta in Spain. They knew, that 
Without revenues the res:oration of the Order was 
utterly impracticable, but, at the very time when 
the Detivitive Treaty was signed, they had every 
reason for thinking that inv Italy, in Bavaria, and 
m Spain, the revenues of the Order were either 
confiscated, or on the eve of being confiscated. 
After all this knowledge they come forward and 
cali for the guaiantees, to pave the way for the 
restoration of the Orcer. He was anxious to hear 
what account ministers would be able to give of 
these circ a) stances, to which he had now alluded. 


Hf they wire false, he should rejoice to find that | 


this was he case. I, however, on the other hand 


they were filse, how was it possible for any man | 


to conceive that ministers ever could have enter- 
tained the romotest idea of the restotation of the 
Order of St. john caerhecat in Malta? Before 
he concluved, be wished to occupy the atrention 
Of the Howe a few moments on the sabject of the 
Cape of Good Hope. OF the importatice of the 
ape as a naval station, no diversity of opinion 
evailed, All those whose habits of life led them 
to form the most accurate ideas of its value, were 
those who most highly of its importance. 
Te-was mcrety with the view of an absolute neces- 
sity of its surrender at the conclusion of peace, 
‘that the cession-was ever attempted to be justified. 
On thir ground alone had rhe expedi of ce- 
g the “ape been argued, both on the Prelimi- 
ee, pba Ae ge the Sem rater Freaty. boon 
powerful “On he m > 

it was, lie said, meet i E 
at he found, on referting to the French official 


papers, that Che proportion for ceding the Cape 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 


[1772 


| originated with the minister of this country; that 
it was brought forward even so early as the second 
conference He bevped leave to press this on the 
| attention of the House, which ia the minds of 
_ Many gentlemen could not fail to excite very con- 
siderable surprise. He reeurred to the order for 
etaiping the Cape, and on this subject he made 
seme very pomted observations. }t was general. 
| ly understood the orders for the retention were 
sent ovt on the ‘6th of October, with re‘erence to 
the prospect of a war with France, on account of 
her unjusofiable interference with Swisserland. 
He would not now decide how far this was politic 
or wise. But this, however, he would Say, that, if 
the mterference of France with Swisserland was a 
just ground of war, the same interference with re- 
spect ro Holland was a Ttill more powerful reason 
for hoftilities, If the occupation of Swisserland 
by French: troops was a fair ground of remon- 
firance, it surely was not Jess so with regard to 
Holland. Now minifters on the 16th of Odober 
dispatched orders to retain the Cape of Good 
Hope, under an apprebension of the renewal of 
war, on account of the unjuft attempts of the 
French government to impose a form of govern- 
ment on the Swiss peopte. On the 14th of No- 
vember they recerve a dispatch from the British 
minifter at the Hague,.which gives them no room 
to entertain any hope of the French troops being 
speedily withdrawn from Holland. Do they dis- 
"cover new jealousy, and adopt new measures of 
precaution ? On the contrary, they send out or- 
ders for the evacuation of the Cape! He desired 
| gentlemen to contraft this with the order of the 
same day onthe preceding month, and then judge 
of thetaien's or the consiftency of minifters. The 
| Re. Hon, Gent. after recapitulating and enforemg 
all his arguments, sat down by giving his cordial 
vote for declaring his Majefty’s present minifters 
unworthy of the confidence of Parliament, and un- 
| fit to manage the affairs of the empire at so per 
lous @ Crisis. 


4 








The Caancertor of the Excusquer said, tht 
| much has on the present and on former occasions 
been remarked upon the treaty of Amiens. I! 
shall not only repeat what I always have felt _ 
said respreting i, viz. that conscientiously am 
deliberately | envertain the same opmuon of i 2% 
I did at the time it was immediately under dis 
‘cussion, and that Opinion prompts me to pro- 
_nounce that it was a measure not only wisc, pru- 


a ae 


dent, and necescary at the time it was alopte 

| but that it has owt been productive of the = 
beneficial consequences ; nor will E hesitate to 2 
firm, that I should not have now to congratulate 
you, the House, and the country on the spirit, - 
vigour, and the unanimity which the ——. 
emergency has called forth, were it not oe “ 
very treaty whieh is so loudly arraigned vse 
severely stipmatized. Of the wisdom and ot 
ficial comsequences of that treaty, not ni a 
continue to setain a hardened sense, but. — 
ready now to go further, and to affirm that ee 
also wise and desirable ro endeavour to — - 
it: and wotil the causes have occurred whic ioe 
duced the present rupture, causes which aa, 
been stated with all possible truth and en : 
it was the firse wish of my heart, and ! — i. 
may venture to say, that it was likewise t 

wish of the hearts of my colleagues ™m erty 

| the peace might have beca maint gined if it coulé 
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be maintained consistently with the honour, the | 


dignity, and the interests of the country. But 
since our anxious wishes ia that respect have 
been frustrated, and war has necessarily arisen, | 
trust I am prepared to meet the crisis wih the 
feelings of an Englishman, and, anxious as I was 
to sheath the sword, |] shall aow be found no less 
determined to washeath it, until it appear that 
the honour of the country remains untouched, and 
that its safety and independeuce are more effec- 
tually sccured.——-Let me now be permiited to 
advert to what has been rather harshly observed 
respecting the temper whith his Majesty's minis- 
ters are said to have observed respecting the con- 
duct of the French Government. Their desire of 

eace had no doubt induced them to manilest no 
inconsiderable share of patience and forbearance ; 
but they felt that the situation of France itself, 
and the circumstances in which was placed the 
person who held the chicf rule in that country, 
called for some allowances. These circumstances 
might seem perhaps for a time to justify ‘he con- 
duct of that person. His mind was so pampered 
with victories; it was so dazzled with the addi- 
tional splendour that was shed upon his aame, 
that it might not be fair to expect he would im- 
mediately sit down in quiet, aad soberly examine 
what might best belong to his new situation. 
Under that impression it was judged wise to ob- 
serve a certain degree of forbearance with respect 
to what should otherwise be noticed in the French 
Government at other times, and under other cir- 
cumstances. A desire to make these al'owances 


produced the forbearance which had marked tlie | 


conduct of ministers, a conduct to which I feel is 
now owing the spirit and the energy which the 
country seems prepared to display. That forbear- 
ance which some gentlemen are so prone to cen- 
sure, ministers, I think have reason to boast of. 
It has produced no bad consequences, if we are to 
go to war; it has neither delayed too long, nor 

as it brought it on one hour too soon. = I[é it had 
been brought on sooner, we should not be actuat- 
ed by that spirit and courage which, uader the 
guidance of Providence, will, | trust, enable us to 
get through the contest with honour and success. 

will again repeat it. 1 am free to confess, the 
conduct of his Majesty's ministers has argued 
throughout, an uniform spirit of forbearance, 
which might appear, perhaps, to have been car- 
ried to an extreme; but, I am at the same time 
warranted in asserting, that in no instance has it 
exhibited a single proof of unmantly and unbe- 
coming concession; and in vo instance hasit been 
marked by any one act of that description. Let 
me next briefly advert to the language which Lam 
said to have held upon different occasions. I have 
been charged by the R. Hon. Gent. of holding out 
expectations of the continuance of peace, which 
expectations have since been proved not to be 
justiGed by circumstances of the moment. His 
Majesty's ministers have also been charged with 
with-holding from Parliament those communica- 
tions which Parliament had a right to expect, and 
which it was their duty to have made. As far, 
Sir, as my recollection will bear me back, I am 
ready to restate the expression to which the R. 
Hon. Gent. scems to allude. My noble friend 
(L4. Hawkesbury) also expressed himseif in the 
same language. We stated that we bad no reli- 
ance at any time on the continuance of peace, but 
such as arose from a view of the situation of the 
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enemy, and the consciousness of our own strength. 
France might have discovered the same restless 
spirit ot ambition that has ever marked her cha- 
racter, Yet, on the occasion to which the R, 
Hon. Gent, seems co refer, I did say, that the peace 
might last as long as any other; and I then also 
added, that the only chance of its continuance 
arose from the energy of our strength, and the 
impregnable security of our resources. 1 was of 
the same opinion when the preliminaries were 
discussed. The same language have I held in the 
debates of last session. But the R. Hoa Gene, 
observes, that the conduct of the Freach Govern. 
ment should have inspired different apprchensions, 
Lam sure | am not very much disposed to flatter 
and compliment the person who is now at the 
head of the French Government; but still | must 
say, thac I could see nothing in his conduct which 
led me ta believe that it was his policy to renew 
hostilities. In this 1 am willing to allow that 1 
may have been deccived; but his sending at the 
time the rematoing navy of France to St. Domia- 
go, his exposing so large a portion both of his 
naval and military force, were surely pretty rea- 
sonable indications of a pacific system; por cam 
it well be accounted for, but om a principle of 
peace. It has also been asserted, that in the dis- 
cussion on his Majesty's speech, on the 23d of 
November, an assurance was expressed by—me, 





that there was no probability ota rupture. What 
| 1 then said was in answer to an Hon, Gent, whe 
| observed that he was concerned to see that it was 
likely hostilities would be renewed, All! assert- 
ed on the occasion was, that | saw no probability 
| of an immediate rupture at that time, Similar 
language is said also to have been used by me 
| when the question respecting the income of his R. 
| H. the Prince of Wales was under discussion. 4 
lam supposed then to have observed that we were 
| in profound peace. That 1 mentioned our being 
at peace, I readily agree, but I do not think that 
I made use of the word profound. The citcum- 
stance which led me to make use of the expres- 
sion was an allusion to the language that was 
used in 1796, when the same subject was under 
the consideration of Parliament. Ie was then ob- 
served thac it was right to continue the restric- 
tions on the expenditure of his BR. H, on account of 
the extreme difficulties of the times. But l obserg- 
ed, on the occasion alluded to, that the restric. 
tions that might be proper in time of war, might 
as properly be done away in time of peace, and if 
Ladded the word profound, it was probably only 
from the usual combination of the two words. 
Another conversat‘on has also been referred to, 
which took place in a discussion on the Consalie 
dated Fund. In that conversation I am again 
supposed to have said, that | had no expectation 
that the war would be renewed. What I said 
then merely referred to the state of our aaval aod 
military strength, which I asserted was nog in- 
tended ro answer any views of amiution and age 
grandizement, but had only in contemplation the 
assertion of our just rights, aad the maintenance 
of the blessings of peace. But | am cager now to 
release the House from any further reference to 
any language used by me. I wish then to rest 





their opmioa on becter authority ; let the House, 


| therefore, consult the records of Parliament, and 


they will there fied what were the real sentiments 
of his Majesty’s ministers. Let them consult the 


speech of his Majesty at the beginning of the s<s- 
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sion, and the address, and even the amendment to 
the address, which were moved on that occasion. 
Do they imply any thing lke the opinion which I 
am asserted to have uttered? On the contrary, 
did not the sentiments there expressed create preat 
anxiety in the minds of some gentlemen ? Is it to 
be supposed that I should have expressed a per- 
fect conviction that no renewal of. hostilities 
would take place, at a time when I was agrecing 
to a large naval and military establishment ? Why 
should those who proposed such precautions, be 
imagined to be wholly without any apprehension 
of war? This surely would argue a sirange and 
unaccountable inconsistency between their opi- 
nions and their measures. ‘The preparations then 
advised and pursued, are therefore the best proof 
of what were the real sentiments of ministers— 
and if that proof were not sufficient, an additional 
one might be found 1a the observations which | 
made at the time it was proposed to renew the re- 
striction on the Cash Payment of the Bank, viz. 
that the state of Europe was the best argument 
that could be urged in favour of its adoption. 
Ministers were also accused of not making formal 
communications to Parliament of the matters that 
gave rise to the discussions. Such communica- 
tions might be attended with the worst effects, and 
therefore it was pradent to with-hold them until 
the time came for making them with safety. As 
to the application trom Swisserland, it is true that 
it took piace before the meeting of Parliament, 
but it was then earnestly wished that no resist- 
ance should be made on their part. Nor was 
there then any combination that could give any‘ 
effect to a remonstrance in their behalf. When 
that combination afterwards took place, it was 
too late to make any successful remonstrance. 
—With regard to Holland, the R. Hon. Gent. com- 
plained that strong and vigorous remonstrances 
had not been made for the removal of the French 
troops from that country. The contrary would 
appear from the instructions given to Ld. Whit- 
worth. Hopes were given by Mr. Liston on the 
sth November, that the French troops would eva- 
cuate Holland; but on the 12th, that expectation 
was discouraged. The French Government ex- 
pressed a wish that the troops destined for Loui- 
siana might continue some time longer in the Ba- 
tavian territories : with which wish the Batavian 
Government seemed disposed to comply ; for they 
hinted a desire that we should forbear to inter- 
pose in their behalf. On the subject of the Cape 
of Good Hope, much had been said, and more 
value has been attached to that possession than, 
perhaps, it deserves. In my opinion it is of much 
ess value than other possessions which his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers were anxious to retain. Besides, 
the retaining of it would involve a large expense ; 
for during the time we were ia possession of it, 
that expense amounted to no less than two mil- 
lions. Whatever its value might be estimated at 
dy others, I could never bring myszif to imagine 
that we should forego, for its sake, the ehance of 
retaining more valuable possessions.— The Rt. 
Hon, Geat. in speaking of Malta, seemed to sup- 
pose that an engagement respecting it had been 
entered into with Russia; no such engagement 
had taken place, nor any thing approaching to it. 
Previous to the conclusion of the Preliminaries, 
a communication had been mace to the Russian 
Government of the heads of the arrangement re- 
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to the arrangement, except to that part which re- 
lated to a Makese langue. We afterwards, in- 
deed, agreed to adopt the Russian mode of elect- 
ing the Grand Master, and hopes were given by 
Ld, St. Helens that Russia would on her part con- 
sent to grant her guarantee, but these hopes were 
afterwards disappointed. But with respect to any 
other engagement, there was none, and conse-} 
quently there was no breach of faith on our part 
with respect to Russia. The Ke. Hon. Gent. js 
also pleased to complain of the insults and indig- 
nities offered to this country by the Fiench Go- 
verpment ;_and of their disregard of our remon- 
strances against them, which, in his mind, is a 
sufficient ground for war. Whether they have 
properly remonscraced against it or not, is shewn 
by the papers on the table: but that the disregard 
of such remonstrances is an adequate canse of 
war, I cannot bring myself to agree. Such disre- 
gard may indeed afford just ground of jealousy, of 
complaint and remonstrance, but not of war, as a 
variety of examples might abundantly prove, 
With regard to the Commercial Commussioners, 
and the intention with which it appeared that 
they were sent into the British dominions, my no- 
ble friend remonstratcd in the most spirited terms, 
and he received a disavowal of the purpose for 
which they were supposed to be intended. But 
he did not stop here; as soon as all hopes hed 
vanished of concluding a commercial treaty, Go- 
vernment refused to recognise them, and they 
were instructed to remove from the country. The 
only one of them who attempted to remain, ws 
sent away from Jersey, by virtue of an order from 
the Secretary of State’s Office, and an iwtimation 
was sent to Gen. Andreossi, that uuless they all 
withdrew force would be employed to compel 
them. Will it now be contended that no mmon- 
strances have been made against the insults and 
injuries offered to the country by the French Go- 
vernment, or that they have been all disregarded : 
I venrute to hope, that if more energetic measures 
have not been pursued, the House will make due 
allowance for the difficultics in which ministeis 
were placed.—Ministers anxiously wished to pr¢- 
serve peace, but notwithstanding that anxiety, the 
honour of the country was never committed. 
The documents on the table will exbibit strong 
marks of forbearance, but not one of unbecoming 
weakness. While there remained a hope of peace 
no communication was made to Parliament, be- 
cause it was thonglt that such commupications 
would frustrate rather than promote the attara- 
ment of the desitable object. What the conduct 
of ministers has been throughout, 1 hope that the 
House have now before them fall and ample com- 
munications, and if a sing!e document be wanting, 
by the help of which the conduct of 0 
may be better elucidated, it shall be furnishee 
without delay. In my own and their name sina 
now ready to say, that in whatever light they yo! 
be induced to behold their conduct, mega y a . 
ready to meet their decision. We only call for 4 
decision; we do not venture to ask for appro : 
tion: we are anxious, however, to escape 24 aye 
If it he merited, we submissively acquiesce 
sentence of the House; but if it be unmenit® | 
our minds be relicved from theicharges wc |” 
- uniet 
resolutions hang over us, and let them go © 
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we do net go forth in the eyes of the country | the work ofa day. With all the fundtions of exe. 
branded with the stigma of the displeasure of the cutive power suspended, with the regular means 
House; or 1f we have unfortunately incurred their | of communication between Parliameat and the 
disapprebation, let it be proved by a direct | Throne interrupted, weeks, nay months, wafted in 
charge; if the House say the charge is not found- | doubt, uncertainty, and inaction, how could the 
ed, our gratitude will be unbounded: if they say | public safely consent, with a ftae of things so 


it is, we shall bow to the decision with the con- 
sciousuess Of having exerted our best endeavours 
to deserve a better tate. 


Mr. Pirt.—-If I possessed a full and clear opi- 
nion on the merits of the case, to the extent of 
cither dweetly aegativing or adopting the resolu- 
tions which have been proposed, I should, tollow- 
ing the unbiassed dictates of my conscience, give 
my vote ou that side to which my judgment in- 
clined. If I agreed with my Rt. Hon. Friend, Mr. 
Grenviile, in thinking that the firs: steps we ought 
to take in duty’to the public, were by a retrospec- 
tive survey of the conduct of ministers to judge of 


their fitness to exercise the funciions to which | 


they are called, and if upon chat resule I were 
fo: ced to,conclude, that the papers on the tabic 
afforded evidence of criminality, of incapacity, of 
misconduct; then, however painful the sacrifice 
of private feelings might be in taking such a part 
in the case of individuals whom I respect, I should 
feel myself bound to concur in an address to his 
Majesty, for the remova! of his ministers. On the 
other hand, if I were one of those who considered 
the explanation afforded by ministers upon gene- 
ral points, sv clear as to justify a decided negative 
ef the propositions moved by the Hon. Gent. over 
the way-—a negative which would imply approha- 
tion, for in suck a matter to avoid ground of cen- 
sure, may be considered the same as to have de- 
served applause; I should feel myself happy in 
joining in a decisive negative to the motion. But 
to this extent, either of approbation or of cen- 
sure, am unable to go. I cannot concur in the 
latter, or in the extent of the charges involyed in 
the propositions which have been moved. Be- 
sides, | am aware of the inconveniencies that 
would result from supporting any measure which 
has the tendency of the present. motion, ualess 
the clearest necessity exists for it. Though I do 
not dispute the right of this House to address the 
King for the removal of ministers, yet nothing is 
more mischievous than a Parliamentary interter- 
ence by declared censure, rendering the continu- 
ance of ministers in office impossible, unless that 


interference is justified by extraordinary exigency | - 
comparable to the evil of interrupting the course 
_of our parliamentary duty, to suspend them alto- 


of affairs. Not disputing the right of the House, 
I contend that the right is to be governed by a 


sound diseretion aad by the public interest. We 


Must look to consid@rations of public expediency 
and of pudlic safety. There are some questions 
in the discussion of which Gent. mast feel, more 
than they can well express, 30d this, with re- 
gard to the interference of Parliament for re- 
moving ministers, is one of them. Admitting 
cven that there were considerable grounds of 
dissatisfaction at the conduct of ministers, would 
at tend to te those exertions, to encou- 
rage those sacrifices, which the difficulty and 
danger of our situation require? Would our 
means of spftainiug the firuggie in which we are 
engaged, and of calling forth those resources ne- 
cessary for our defence, be improved by cutting 
tha hain apheanal envoanenn be tapioctens 

‘a one 
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| violent and unnatural as wouldresule from Parlia- 
i'meat rendering one adminiftration incapable af 
exercising any public tunctions without any other 
efficient government being obtained in mts ftead? 
I will venture ro hint also that afcer such a fe 
any adminittration that should suceeed, be what 
it might and what it would be, muft {till depend 
upon the Crown, would fecl itself placed in a moft 
delicate situation. To put the matter as consci- 
entiously and delicately as possible, would any 
set of men feel their introduction to power in 
| these circumftances to be such as to enable them 
| to discharge, iu a manner satisfactory to theme 
| selves, the duties which se eveatful « period must 
impose? These are considerations for che Crown 
jand the Public; and they outweigh all those 
which present themselves, on a partial view of 
the advantages which could be hoped from a pro- 
secution of that censure and dissolution of admi- 
nidratien to which the propositions tend. Lam 
aware that the Kt. Mon. Gent. on the floor, and 
my friends on the same beach with him, must feel 
their situation irksome uoder the weight of a ques- 
tion so important, in which they are personally 
involved, remaining undecided. Nevertheless, 
when ober sacrifices are demanded for the public 
interest, personal feelings must be overlooked, 
Those who, with me, have not made up their 
minds to the extent of censuring minifters by the 
adoption of the propositions, or approving their 
conduct by agrecing to a direct negative, must 
| pursue some middle course. Those who, on the 
| examination of the papers, from any fecling of 
regret for the fteps which minifters took in the ner 
gotiation, must consult their conscience on the 
voté they are to give. They cannot do that which 
mutt imply approbation when they do not find 
from the case made outthat approbation has been 
deserved; neither can they vote severe censure 
Jeading to an address for removal, when they do 
not consider the charges made completely sultain- 
ed. Having ftated the opposite lines of coudna& 
which present themselves in deciding upon the 











propositions, | do not intend to enter into any de- 


tailed discussion of the papers, I wish if good 


cannot be obtained by continuing to discuss them, 


gether. Since things more urgent and more ime, 
portemt demand our care, let us make good the 
parliamentary pledge we have given. I shall be- 
hold with much greater satisfaction, as firft proofs 
of our determination to support his Majclty with 
our lives and fortunes, you, presenting a ftrong 
Bill of Supply, providing resources, not merely for 
every demand of public service, but adequate to 
every scale of exertion; a measure that will dis- 
play and cali forth the means of sultsining the 
ftruggie, not merely for one year, but, tili we shall 
have brought it to a successful issucs some mea- 
sure by which we shall be enabled to compleic our 
army, and co call into action the national ftrength, 
and give aGtivity to all the military skill, dis- 
cipline, and experience we possess. 1 do not know 
if gentlemen feel as | do upon this occasion, or if 
I have been successful ig making my feelings un- 
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derstood. Impressed as I am with those feelings, 
and unprepared tor the decisive vote which is of« 
ferred in the direct negative, or affirmative of the 
propositions before the House, I move that the 
other orders of the day be now read. 


~ ee 


Lorn Hawkessury. He said, that never before 
had he risen in Parliament with such feelings as 
those that now oppressed him. With every wish 
to do juftice to the feelings of his right hon. friend, 
wn making the motion with which he had con- 
cluded his speech, he and his colleague should be 
shrinking from their duty to themselves, if they 
could accept the compromise offered, between 
a direét censure and a total acquittal. A charge 
a | of crimination founded upon papers laid on the 
by table, had been brought forward. He asked, if 
there was an initance in which propositions found- 
ed on such documents and involving the conduc 
of minifters had not been met either with a direc 
negative or affirmative? A motion of inquiry 
might be got rid of by a previous queftion; but 
1 when a direct charge was made, grounded on facts, 
| rising out of public documents, a previous ques- 

tion was not the fit way of disposing of the sub- 
ject. No man was more ready than he was to ac- 

knowledge the prerogative of the Crown to choose 
its minifters; but on the other hand, minifters 
were responsible to Parliament for the exercise otf 
their functions, and when Parliament saw suffi- 
cient grounds of censure they ought to ftate it, and 
then minifters, no longer able usefully to serve the 
public, ought to retire. Independent of private 
considerations, he muft contend that the credit of 
the government ought to be maintained, particu- 
larly at such a crisisas the present. But he had 
no difficulty in saying, that those who wished to 
deftroy the adminiftration, ought to vote for the 
resolutions. because that was their obvious ten- 
dency, while the vote which his right hon. friend 
had proposed, would have the eff & to discredit 
government, to leave them discredited, in posses- 
sion of functions which they could not exercise 
with honour to themselves nor advantage to the 
public. His right hon. friend (Mr. Pitt) had de- 
clined going into details. He wished, however, 
that he had afforded some details, that he had 
pointed out those parts of the conduct of minis- 
“ters which he could not approve, that they might 
have an opportunity of meeting aoy charge, or 
explaining what. was deemed exceptionable. Ir 
was possible that in a long, and arduous course of 
conduét, some points might be liable to objection. 
In a country like this, however, he always con- 
sidered it to be the fair principle, both of support 
and of opposition to minifters, that those who 
agreed or disagreed with them should do so on a 
general syftem. It was not to be expected that 
ail should approve every particular point. They 
were to overlook minor differences for the suke of 
giving effect to the general scheme of measures 
and condu& which they approved. These he had 
always undeiftood, where the general principles, 
and he regretted that Mr. Pit had not made up his 
mind to act uponthem. He asked whcthe:, after 
surveying the con/uct of mivifters durfag a period 
of unexampled ditliculy, he was not now pre. 
“pared to say yes, or no, direyto a motion of 
censure ?—QOn the Rassian armament, he well re- 
membered that his right hon. friend and himself 
had not thought it selliciens to get rid of a motion 
ef censure by a previous gucltion; but ia circum- 
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tances when the government in one Point had 


| given up, yet the charges were met boldly, and di- 


rectly negatived. He wished that, On the present 
oceasion, minifters might either be acquitted or 
condemned. He was sure, from what he knew of 
lis right hon. friend, that his motives in bringing 
forward a previous yueftion were pure and up- 
right, but miniftets could not acquiesce in the dis- 
credit of a suspended censure. If it were the de- 
sire of minifters to retain their places at all ha- 
zards, they might accept the compromise which 
had been offered, but he could say for himself and 
his colleagues, that they had no desire to remain 
in office longer than they could be useful to their 
country. If he felt himself reduced to that situa- 
tion in which he could not serve it with advan- 
tage, he would carry the seals to the feet of his 
gracious Sovereign, and intrest him to appoint a 
successor more worthy. It was that they might 
not remain in office discredited, and useless, that 
he muft oppose the previous queftion; for he 
could not think of remaining an hour in office af- 
ter having forfeited the confidence of the House 
and the good opinion of the country. 


Mr. Cannine declared, that he rose in dis. 
charge of a solemn duty with feelings scarcely ine 
ferior to those so creditably manifelted by his no- 
ble friend, For the firft*time in his life he was by 
an over-ruling sense of duty to vote differently 
from his right hon. friend. He was so far agreed 
with his noble friend as to give a vote that went 
to decide the case at once; he felt himself bound 
to give him that explicit answer. After the am- 
pie manner in which the queftion had been dis- 
cussed, he merely rose to express the ground of his 
vote, fearful that a silent vote might be liable to 
misconftruction. He had often expressed his opi- 
nion of his Majesty’s government which the pa- 
pers now before the House moft fully confirmed, 
and as to the firft point, shewed elearly that the 
negotiation was very far from being managed In a 
ftatesman-like ways As to the second resolution, 
that his Majeity’s minifters had with-held informa: 
tioa to Parliament, and even practised a delusion 
upon it, relative to the discussions with France, 
this, he conceived, ftrictly proved, as Parliament 
had been taught to expect security, when govern- 
ment knew ‘the peace, of which they boalted, was 
crumbling into pieces. He wished the House to 
consider the great injury this species of a 
tion was to every class of society; it had, by : 
execss of disappointment, rendered them ess 
adequate to act up to the exigency of their pre- 
sent arduous situation. Hence he was era 
to say, in the language of the resolution, that t : 
conduct of government was such as he expen) 
condemned. He thought, that they had neglect 
many opportunities of resifting, with firmness = 
effect, the insults and aggressions of France. oe 
differed from the right hon. gent. on the od 
(Mr. Addington), and would not think nn 
extraordinary allowance was to be made to a! <a 
less Usurper. A spirited and timely gr 
to his uojust views might, on the contrary, 8 
taught him a. different lesson. in anorker Pp “ 
be differed from that Gent. namely, that the 
of war could never come top late. He, ses 
contrary, thought that permission 1n ae thet ¥ 
operated as an invitation to proceed, 3m 4 bea 
the insult and aggressions of Buonaparte a 0 
properly resisted in the first imstanec, 
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should have been spared the emergency of war. 
As to the 4th resolution he thought it justified by 
the dates of the papers; but it appeared by them 
that after the Cape was retained, no explanation 
was demanded on the score on which it was retained. 
By this, and other surrenders thus made, while dis- 
pute was pending, and war obvious, it became of 
course more difficult to make a stand on that point 
which ministers themselves admitted was essential. 
Ij Malta was the cause of war, all that was done 
should have been done as bearing on that question ; 
whereas ministers had now given up every thing be- 
fore the question was brought on. Upon these 
grounds he proposed to vote directly for the resolu- 
tions in Censure of ministers. As to the insinuation 
thrown out by an honourable baronet, that all oppo- 
sition was only an effort to obtain places, he begged 
to assure him that it was wholiy disregarded by him, 
and that he never knew it made but by those who 
were most open to its application. There had been 
all along a most unusual forbearance on the part of 
the country and the House towards miuisters. Not 
one motion had been brought forward in opposition 
to government befor the present. They had been 
allowed a most unexampled degree of latitude. Ii 
they had been harassed with perpetual motions they 
would have had some right to complain, but never 
was any administration treated with so much ailow- 
ance. How far they were now deserving of it, the 
House and country were tu say, From the 23d of 
November to the sth of March not a motion had 

been made. Since the sth of March, still yet more 

deference had been shewed.—Nothing had been said 

till government themselves brought forward some sub- 
ject connected with public affairs, and until they bad 
agreed to separate their owa conduct from their 

country’s Cause. 





Tue Master or tHe Roxts defended the conduct 
of ministers, and opposed the previous question, be- 





DEBATES —(June 6,). 
HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Mondy, June 6. (Min. 872,) 


[Coxpyert or Ministers,]—Earu Fitzwittiam, 
pursuant to the notice he had given, rose, and after 
a shoit introductory speech, expressive of his strong 
disapprobation of the conduct of ministers, since the 
negotiation of the late treaties of peace, brought for- 
ward certain resolutions, founded on the positions 
advanced in the course of his speech, and implying 
a Censure upon his Majesty's ministers. 


Tue Doxe or Crarence observed, that notwith- 
standing his personal respect for the able earl, whose 
parliamentary conduct ever was gan:ty, and consis- 
tent, yet holding the opinions he did, he could not 
support the resolution just moved. With respect to 
for ministers, he thought they deserved thanks, even 
having so long procured the blessings of peace as they 
had done. He was well aware of the difficulties of 
any negotiation with France; that such could be 
brought to a pacific issue, was matter of surprise to 
him, and under these impressions he regarded it as a 
matter of experiment. With respect to the prelimi- 
naries, when he considered the circumstances, in 
which the country was placed at that time, they 
ought to have been satisfactory: but into the subject 
of the definitive treaty, he should not then enter. He 
could not avoid adverting to the gross misconduct of 
the late ministers, which had brought the country 
into that situation in which the present ministers 
found it; and he avowed his rcadiness to meet any 
noble lord with respect to any military event which 
had taken place since the marching ot the Guards in 
February, 1793, to the period of the present min'- 
sters coming into power, With respect to the afiiir 
of Malta, he expressed his opinion, that under the 
circumstances of the case, ministers were justified in 
maintaining it ; what reductions of torce had taken 





cause the fair way wasto come to a decisive vote. He 
said it was unfair to try the conduct of ministers on | 
the principles of those who opposed the treaty of | 
Amiens. The part of ministers in concluding the 
peace was arraigned, ang on the same grounds their 
endeavours to preserve jt. Ministers shonld be uied 
©. the principle recognised and approved by almost 
the whole nation, that it was fit and proper to endea- 
vour to putan end to the last war. 


Sink R. Pgexre disapproved of the conduct of mi- 
nisters since the definitive treaty, He said, that to- 
wards the latter end of the last glorious war, mini- 
sters had received the national firm of army and navy, 
in the best condition, but since that time a great part | 
of the army had been disbanded, and the strength of | 
the navy had been allowed to full away. He did not 
think that minjsters were adequate to the present | 
crisis, 





Tue Secretary at War called fora decisive vote 
on the same grounds with his colleagues. He said 
that the militia, anda certain portion of the army, | 
had been disbanded on peace, but the military force | 
of this country was never in a better state than it was 
at present. He defended the conduct of the Admi- | 
ralty. He shewed that we had a naval force in every | 
quarter superior to the enemy ; and in Europe supe- | 
nor to that of the French by a much greater propor 
tion than had ever happened op the bicaking out of 
euy War, 





place were a proof of the hope ministers entertained 
of being able to execute the treaty. He alluced to 
the language of one of hig Majesty's late speeches, 
considering it as dictated by ministers, which he 
commended as wise, moderate, and firm ; and also 
the prudence of ministers in having the paval force 
of the country, at the time of dejivesing the message, 
nearly in as good a state as im a period of war. He 
adverted to the conduct of ministers with respect to 
the affair of Swisserland, and the temporary retention 
of the Cape, which H. R. H. approved; and he 
alluded to the insolent menaces of the enemy, that 
England could not meet France single-handed: the 
experience of ages and the page of history refuted this 
untruth, and evinced that England never encountered 
France with so much energy, effect, or advantage, 
as when she was single banded, “* And,” added his 
roval highness, “* he who makes such an assertion 
‘* js either a liar in his heart, or a fool, that should 
“* be sent toschool to learn better.” He gave mi- 
nisters full credit for their endeavours to maintain 
peace, as long as it could consistently be done; and 
concluded by warmly declaring his conviction, that 
the country suffered much from the gross miscouduct 
of his Majesty's late ministers ; and that sooner than 
they should again be brought into his v'ajesty s coun- 
cils, be would do any thing to keep the present mi- 
nisters in power, 


Lorp Covextay caid, that ministers had a third 
enemy to conjeud wish, and that was aj arty, which 
*3 D2 
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was excetlently described in those lines of Pape ap- | 
plied to Addison, beginning, 

‘¢ Willing to wound, and yet afraid to strike.” 


Eart Minto supported the resolutions —<As an 
accurate'report of his Lordship’s eloquent speech has been 
published, tt és thought unnecessary to attempt any abridge- 
ment of it here. 
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Eart Grosvenor thought the resolutions could 
not be for a moment entestained by the House, af- 
ter the decided vote in favour of ministers given on a 
former evening. He was anxious that the noble lord 
who brought them forward should consent to their 
being withdrawn. He vindicated thé whole of the 


conduct of miaisters, which he thought deserving | 


of the confidence of parliament and the country. 


Lorp Botton said, that though in some parts of 
the conduct of ministers he had doubts of its proprie- 
ty, yet on the whole he felt himself inclined to give 
it his general approbation. He rejoiced that the 
French government had not accepted of the proposi- 
tions of ministers relative to Malta. Fortunately it 
was now in our possession, and he trusted it never 
prould be relinquished. 


Lorp Warwick, though he greatly approved of 
the spirit of the resolution, wished the noble earl to 
withdraw his motion, as under the present circum- 
stances he thought the discussion could not be produc- 
tive of advantage to the country. 


Tue Eartor ScarporouGnu defended the conduct 
of the late administration, which he thought had 
saved every thing valuable in this world from destruc- 
tion. As for the measures of the present ministers 
they had been such as he could by no means ap- 
prove. 


Lorp pet Dunstanvitte Called the attention of 
their lordships to the treaty of Amiens, (which he 
now considered as dead and buried), to the unfa- 
vourable circumstances under which it was made. 
If peace had not then been made, the tables of both 
Houses of parliamert would have been covered with 
petitions, which would lead to the conclusion of 
peace under still inosé unfavourable circumstances. 
He vindicated the conduct of ministers during the 
late negotiation, for which, instead of censure, he 
decmed them intitled to the thanks of the House. 


Tue Eart or Carysrort censured ministers for 
most of the prominent parts of their conduct ; he 
condemned the late pacification, and contrasted the 
situation of the country prior to that period, in 

int of acquired territory and extensive force, with 
its present situation. He blamed ministers for their 
want of decision and vigour, and thought their con- 
duct justified the resolutions, 


Tut Ean or Darwity expressed his acquiescence 
with what had fallen froma royal Duke, as to the 
misconduct of the late ministers with respect to the 


war. He did not in every point approve of the con- 


duct of the present ministers, and alluded to some 


Where he thought they might have acted better, but. 


tLought them upon the whole entitled toconfidence ; 
and as they appeared to possess the confidence of the 
Sovereign, he hoped they would profit by their re- 
Cont expericnee, and conduct the war with spirit, 
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vigour and energy, to an honourable and successful 
termination. 


Lorp Hosart assured the Housé that the arm 
had been no where reduced where it could possibly 
be avoided. Every body was aware that the militia 
must necessarily be reduced on the conclusion ot ar- 
ticles of peace; the perio@ of the fencibles’ service 
also terminated with the war. The service of many 
of thearmy was also at an end with the war; but as 
many as could be retained, by giving them a high 
bounty, were retained, As to the orders and counter- 
orders which .some noble lords had noticed in such 
terms of severity, the House would please to observe 
that it was not a partial or incomplete measure con- 
fined to only one or two places; the same sort of or- 
ders and counter-orders were sent out to every island 
in the West Indies, as well as to the Cape. If Aus- 
tria or the other great continental powers did not 
think fit to imterfere, to check the ambition of the 
First Consul afrer the signing of the treaty of Amiens, 
he did not think that we should single-handed con- 
tend about the Cape ; and the answers received from 
other courts might be deemed a sufficient reason for 
ministers altering theirconduct. The Cape had last 
war cost 24 millions, which was more than its value 
could be fairly estimated at for that period. He had 
also the best naval authority for stating, that it was 
not absolutely necessary to stop at the Cape in going 
to the East Indies, and coming back, it was only 
necessary, in case of tempestuous weather. Jt had 
been stated, on the authority of rumour, in another 
place, that he had refused to have any conterence 
with the Maltese deputies in his office. This he po- 
sitively denied, and assured the House that he had 
two meetings with those Gentlemen upon the affairs 
of their unhappy country. 


Lorp Grenvitte stated, that the present charge 
was entirely the reverse of that adopted by other 
noble lords. They were of opinion that ministers 
were culpable for not going to war sooner, he charg- 
ed them with criminality in not avoiding the war 
altogether. He then went over the different grounds 
of a difference of sentiment which had been urged 
on each side of the question. If it could be clearly 
proved, however, that ministers had not been guilty 
of neglecting to accept the mediation of Russia, of 
other power pacifically inclined, he should thi 
them entitled to a verdict of acquittal. But, if a 
the other hand, it was proved to the satisfaction : 
the House that such mediation had ben offered, 4” 
that they had neglected to accept the offer, they —"4 
subject to a most awful responsibility. An un 
cial paper, most certainly, but to which he had vex 
reason to give credit, had asserted that such an of 
had been made, but that, ‘* one of the sore 
parties had with-held their assent.” He cou! _ 
suppose—it was not by any means ower “ 
France was this contracting power ; England + 
fore must be the power which refused. A ~ . 
opposite had referred to the peace of 1763, at er 
trassted it with the navy we had now at our “f 
mand. ‘That could not, on mature ceil 
considered a fair mode of comparison 5 We > “ 
take into the account the relative and general os ot 
tion of Europe, and then draw a balance of mee 
respctive force. The imprisonnment of ~ owed bat 
vergne: the insolent declaration ef the French, ae 
they would consider the Alien Actas an infractio 
the treaty; the non-fulfilment of the articky 
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which respects the pavment of money for the mainte- 
nance of prisoners, and against which no remon- 
strance had been made by our ministers; at least no 
such remonstrance appeared from the papers on their 
lordships’ table. ‘The first remonstrance was on the 
14th of Nov., which was after the surrender of the 
Cape, and that was about the French troops oecupy- 
ing Holland, though it was a matter of general noto- 
riety that their keeping possession of Holland with 
an armed force was not then any thing novel in the 
eyes of Europe. The charge which he most po- 
sitively brought against miuisters was that of a breach 
of faith with Austria, a breach of faith with Russia 
and Prussia, and above all a breach of faith with 
France. He charged ministers with deceiving France, 
and with deceiving our allies, under the idea of ful- 
filling an article which they knew it was impossible 
to be fulfilled. It was now said that, if Sebastiani 
had net made his report, we should not now be at 
war. At first satistaction for what had passed was 
demanded, and then security for the future, and 
their they rested their ultimatum. All this it ap- 
peared obvious to his mind, might have been obviat- 
éd by the acceptance of proffered mediation. 


Tut Lorp Cuancettor justified the conduct of 
ministers on all the points, which he called the 
counts of an indictment preferred against them. As 
to the cessions by the treaty of Amiens, Parliament 
and the country had approved the peace, and the 
late ministers, by their negotiation at Lisle, declared 
their opinion respecting the necessity of peace. As 
to the Italian Republic, Piedmont and Parma, the 
fate of these countries was decided before the treaty 
of Amicns, and therefore could not have furnished a 
ground of war. As toSwisserland, this was certainly 
the only country which manifested a strong feeling 
for its oppression, and appeared disposed to resist it ; 
but the continental powers being indifferent, it was 
not possible for us to save Swisserland. As to the 
conduct of ministers respecting the Cape, the other 
conquests had been restored, and the Cape of Good | 
Hope alone was certainly not worth a war; even if | 
it was worth a war, it appeared doubtful at that 
time whether it also had ‘not been surrendered. Un- 
der these circumstances, if we were disposed to go to 
war singly, there were no advantages to be gained. 
‘The government where therefore prepared to give up 
Malta according to the treaty, when the report of 
Seb«stiani was published, developing such projects, 
that government thought it necessary to retain Malta. 
He concluded by an appeal tothe House and the 
country for a vigorous prosecution of the contest 
into which we were forced by the hostile conduet of 
France. 


Earw Spencer said, that all he had heard did but 
confirm him in his opinion of the necessity of the re- 
solutions, He supported the arguments of lord 
Grenville in favour of them, and condemned mi- 
nisters as grossly inattentive to their duty, and as 
having sacrificed the honour and the dignity of the 
country. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Monday, June 6. (Min. $74.) 
fAamy estimates.J—Tuer Secretary at War 


Said, that the remaining *arniy estimates, consist- 


¢d ‘of two parts:—One of them related to those 
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estimates that were not presented to the House at thé 
commencement of the sessions. They were the 
usual estimates for supplementary officers, pensioner 
at the Royal Hospitals at Chelsea and Kilmainham, 
the Royal Military College, and the Military Asy« 
lum. These estimates could not be presented bea 
fore, because the whole of the expense could nat be 
assertained until the seven Garrison Battalions were 
complete. The second head of estimates reiated to 
some augmentation that had been ordered in the ree 
gular forces, the militia and supplementary militia, 
and to some further expenses which had taken place 
in the Barrack Department. ‘These estimates which 
related to the supplementary officers, pensioners at 
Chelsea and Kilmainham, &c. were the same as bes 
fore. The expense of the Royal Military College 
was greater than that of last year, it amounted to 
61101. This increase was owing to a second compa- 
ny of Cadets being formed. ‘This institution being 
found to answer so well all the purposes for which i¢ 
was formed, it had been thought expedient to adda 
second company of Cadets. Any body who consi- 
dered fairly the nature of this institution, would, he 
was sure, agree with him, that it was an expense 
well laid out on the part of the public. He trusted 
that it was an institution that would be constantly 
kept up, as it afforded to young men destined for the 
army, better means of instructions than they could 
obtain in this country: he hoped also, that it would 
always be managed with economy, and without any 
partiality or favout. He now came to the Royal Mi- 
litary Asylum ; for this service he should move fora 
sum of 31,000 |, of this sum 21,000 1. was to be ap- 
plied to complete the building. He was sorry tosay, 
that the buildings which were completed, cost more 
than had been originally estimated, though every at- 
tempt had been made to make the estimates as accu- 
rate as possible.—This increase of the expense be- 
yond the estimate arose partly from this circum- 
stance, viz. that soon after the estimate was formed 
the dispute with the Northern Powers took place, 
«hich caused a great increase in the price of many 
of the articles used in the building —This, however, 
would he hoped be the whole expense of the build- 
ing, and he should only ask 10,0001. for fittieg up the 
rooms, &c. He came now to the second head of 
estimates, viz. those which related to the augmenta- 
tion of the forges.—The augmentation which had 
been ordered was not to a very considerable extent, 
fur the committee would recollect thatwhen the army 
was voted in Deccmber last, it was upon an unusually 
high establishment, the highest that ever was pro- 
posed in time of peace. lt was thought that com- 
pleting the army by a small augmentation would be 
sufficient—as the army voted was 130,000 men.— 
The augmentauion that would take place, would be 
principally in the cavalry. ‘The committee would 
récollect, that by the plan which he proposed in De- 
cember last, ten men per troop of the cavalry were 
to remain dismounted ; those men were now to be 
moanted, and their place to be supplied with recruits; 
this would make 70 menper troop. There was also to 
be an augmentation in the foot-gaards. The next aug- 
mentation arose from a regulation which had been 
adopted of abolishing the field-officers having comme 
panies; in consequence of which there would be 
three additional captains in each regiment. He would 
not now enter into any arguments upon the propriety 
of this regulation, he would only say, that it was one 
that met with the approbation of the most expe- 
rienced officers of the army; by this pian the situa. 
tion of captain-liewtenant would be abolished, aud he 
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would of course have one of the three com- 
panies, another of the companies was to be 
given toa capcain on half pay ; andthe senior 
heutenant was to have the third company on 
condition of raising 30 men, and the senior 
ensign to succeed him on raising !0 men. The 
expence of this measure would be about 
35,0001. viz. 26,000 for Great Britain, and 9000 
for Ireland. The greatest part of the ex- 
pence of these estimates arose from the militia, 
It amount to a sum of 1,267,0001. for Great 
Britain, and 480,4971. tor Ireland. Contin- 
gencies, 13,545]. cioathing, 143,891]. The mi- 
litia of Great Britain would amount to 60,893, 
supplementary militia 24.000, making (exclu- 
sive of officers, non commiss oned officers, &c.) 
the number of rank and file above 73,000 men. 
“1 he militia of treland, amounted to 18,000 men, 
making altogether above 90,000 men. And he 
was happy to say, that a very short time indeed 
would elapse before they were ail embodied and 
fit for service,—-The additional expense for the 
supplementary militia, would amount to4/6,0001. 
the additional expence of the barrack depart- 
ment 15,(00]., making the total expense for 
Great Britatn, 2,540,0001. and for [reland, 
570,000]. being altogether, 3,110,000I, 


Mr. WIN DH AM said, that he had not objec- 
tion to any of the details which the right hon. 
gent. had gone into except one, which appeared 
to be calculated to revive the practice of raising 
men for the rank, and which was productive of 
such inconvenience that he should always object 
to it. It was resorted to in time of necessity, 
when the inconvenience which it was calculated 
to produce was not foreseen; but he should be 
sorry td see it revived again. His object in ri- 
sing, Was not so much to comment upon the dea 
tails which had been laid before the House, as 
to take the opportunity, which the army esti- 
mates always afforded, of making some obser- 
vations upon the war and the general state of 
the country. The first subject upon which he 
should make any observations was one upon 
which he had touched on a former occasion: he 
micant, the propriety of having so large a part 
of our force to consist of militia. He thought 
the scale upon which i was proposed to form the 
military force was wrong, because the popula- 
tion of the country was such, that it would not 
afford, at once, a large milicia and a large army. 
In fact, the system purstied of late years, if it 
did not ‘*suckle armies and dry-nurse the land,” 
must at least, be said to suckle the militia aad 
dry-nursethe army. If such large bounties were 
given to men who engaged only for a few years, 
and forhome-service, how was it to be supposed, 
that for a small bounty men would be induced 
f enter the army, to serve for life and in every 
quarter of the globe? The army, in such a 
-state of things, must not only stand still, it must 
go back » for it was not to be conceived, 
that, with these high bribes,. desertion would 
not become general: so that the army would, 
nog only get no new men, but lose many of those 
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whom they already had. In fact, desertion, it 
was well known, had become a sort of trade. 
Men got a livelihood by passing from corps to 
corps, and performing, what they called, the 
grand tour. If, at the end of the tour the man 
remained in the service, the only effect of alt 
these bounties was, that you had obtained a sol- 
dier in the militia or fencibles, in exchange for 
a soldier in the regular army. One reasen, per- 
haps, for this anxiety for augmenting the mili- 
tia, was, that the money with which they were 
levied, did not come in the shape of a direct tax, 
and therefore, it was thought, would pass with- 
out notice. But this was a poor and criminal 
policy. The money, though not raised avowed- 
ly by Parliament, was equally drawn from the 
pockets of the people. The man who paid this 
tax for procuring a militia-man, was less able, 
as well as less willing to pay other taxes: The 
nation equally paid: the only difference was, 
that they paid to a greater amount, and in a far 
more incommedious manner. His general ob- 
jection, however, to the measure was, that it 
would create a militia and not an army, This 
was an universal objection, applicable to all 
times, though varying in its force, according to 
circumstances, and according to the nature of 
the war in whch we might happen to be en- 
gaged. It was the duty of those entrusted with 
the government of a country, in the first place, 
to form in their own minds, some idea of the 
nature of the war which they were to carry or, 
and then to regulate the public force accord- 
ingly. When this was done, it was easy to 
form a notion of the nature of a war whicha 
government had in view, from the nature of 
the establishment which they proposed to make, 
He was afraid, however, that the inference in 
this case, was not avery sure one. It looked 
as if the government had gone into the war, 
without at all considering the nature of it, and, 
in truth, without plan of any sort. After en- 
deavouring to preserve peace as long as they 
could, and longer thah they ought, they were 
forced into war, when.all their means of con- 
cession and submission were exhausted, and 
when no option was left; and finding them- 
selves in that situation, they seemed to have 
no idea of doing any thing but what they eet 
stood to have been usual on Such occasions, 40 

what the situation itself, indeed, necessarily 
forced upon them. They issued press-warran!s, 
they offered bounties, they sent out atest 
parties, they put ships in commission, ey ns 
whatever they were told was regu of wa 
proper, _ It was indeed curious to hear the - 
mergtion of their services in these respee 

and the list of articles for which they ” 
credit, These extended back, beyond the per! ; 
when war was become inevitable. “ Did “ 
« not,” saidthe hon. Gent. “in the mics © 
“ profound peace, and in a few “ae 4 oa 
“ signing a definitive treaty, ¢@ aoe . 
‘* country for two successive augments oh 
“ army and navy? . Afterwards, Wie eos 
“ danger became more pressing, and We "* 
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“ obliged to say something, did we not bring | 
“ a message to the House, true, perhaps, in 
** the mere terms of it, but wholly untrue | 
*“* as tothe sense in which it was sure to be 
** understood ? When, by these means, war 
** was, as it were, declared, did we not, like | 
good watchmen of the, state, immediately | 
** spring our rattles, and cali out the militia? 
“What is it that we have left undone :” 
He admitted, that all these merits claimed by 
ministers were justly due tothem ; but it did 





Lad 


not follow from thence, that they had any just | 


views of their situation, or indeed, any distinct 
views at all. If they could be said to have any 
pian at all, it seemed to be one of strict de- 
fence ; that is to say, we were to wait pas- 
sively, until we could find an opportunity of 
sneaking into a peace, as we had just sneaked 
out of one. If we voluntarily confined our- 
selves to this sort of war, nothing could be 
said too bad of our counsels, but if we were really 
forced to it, nothing could be more deplorable 
than our situation.. The worst of all condi- 
tions in which a country or an ifdividual could 
be placed, was one, in which it would be possi- 
ble to lose and impossible to win, There was 
not an instance to be found in history, in which 
a nation successfully carried on. a system of 
pure defence. Every body Knew the advan- 
tage which assailants had over those whom 
they attacked ; and that which was true of an 
individual was true of a nation, So far as to 
the nature of the force now proposed, censi- 
dered as indicating the views of ministers, or as 
determining the character of the war, whether 
intended by ministers or not : but it remained 
to be considered how far a force of this sort 
was good, even as a mere defensive force, It 
appeared to him that for the purposes of de- 
fence, you ought to have as large a regular 
force as possible, because regular forces could 
only be opposed by regular forces: it was 
** diamond cut diamond”. But even adopting 
the system that ministers were acting upon, 
and admitting the number of men to be realized, 
he should contend that there would not be men 
enough, supposing an invasion to take place. 
And in the mean time that such exertions were 
made to raise an ineffectual force, the recrvit- 
ing of an army, the force certainly most effec- 
tual, would be essentially impeded. If, at last, 
it would be necessary to have recourse to more 
extensive and energetic means of raising the 
force of the country, it would, in his opinion, | 
be better to begin with them. He would | 
have aforce stiil less regular tiian the militia, 
but one that should not stand in the way of re- 
cruiting the army. Some such measure must 
in the end, be resorted to ; and,.in hs opinion, 
it would be better to adopt it in the first in- 
Stance 5 at the same time that he would employ 
every means of recruiting the army, because | 
we must not only have a large army now, but 


—— 








always, at least until some very material change 
took place on the continent. For the purposes | 
@f mere defence, therefore, this was a bad force; | 
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but he trusted that our object was not confined 


_merely to defence. The cause which drew us inte 


the present war, was, the destruction of the balance 
of power in Kurope ; and, in consequence thereof, 
the great acquisition of power by one state, 
Now, when the balance of power was de- 
stroyed, he Knew but two ways in nature of 
restoring it, either by taking some weight out 
of one scale, or by putting some into the other 
unless, indeed, you might forcioly hod both 
scales even, by means of an external force, such 
as a powerful mediator or guarantee. But, ge- 
nerally speaking, the only means we hid to 
adopt, was either to strengthen ourse ves or to 
weaken the enemy ; or we could noc exist as 
an independent nation, This being the case, 
it remained only to consider the order in which 
these subjects were to be taken, and what the 
means by which they might severally be pur- 
sued. In touching upon this poior fairly, he 
would refer for a moment to the events of last 
war. Inthat war, it appeared to him that the 
pian of weakening the enemy was not only the 
most proper and most effectual, but, by far, the 
shortest and most pracucable. He thought it 


‘would be more easy to kill the revolutionary 


tizer, than to chain orto cage him. Tothat 
object, therefore, almost the whole force of this 
country ought to have been directed, though 


lthere was noreason, in. the meanwhile, that 


the other object should have been lost si ht of, 
The same objects that existed at that time, exist 


lat present, though, certainly, the progress of 


time might have changed the relations of these 
objects, as well as the means of attaining them. 
That which before was practicable miyht now 
be hopeless ; and, in that case, could be ne 
longer an object of pursuit : for he knew of ne 
situation so deplorable, as that of remaining, 
with respect to France, in our present relative 
state, with no means of augmentating our oWa” 
force, or of diminishing that of our rival. What- 
ever might be thought, therefore, of the projeot - 
of reducing the power of France ; in the only 
way in which it can be reduced, namely, by co- 
operativn with parties within, it had, at least, 
this recommendation, that if practicable at all, 
it was at once the most effectual and the most 
easy. Whether we believed or not in the truth 
of the notion, it was, at least, one which we 
must wish to be true. As Mrs. Cole said of 
the Roman Catholic religion, ‘‘ that it wasa 
most comfortzble persuasion to one of her caif- 
ing ;” so we may say, that a possible co- ope. 
ration with royalists and destruction of the 
resent revolutionary government, or, which 


is the same thing, restoration of the ancient 


monarchy, is a very comforrable persuasion to 
persons in our situation. If some means of 


this kind-were not adopted, the prospect before 
us would be gloomy indeed, in spite even of 
that mediation, of which Gent, had talked so 
much, but from which, for his own part, he 
so little hoped any good, in which he foresaw 
so much possible future mischief, and in which 
he feltso much present disgrace. We were te 
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consider what the task was, of restoring the 
Jost balance of Europe, by the addition Bi 
sequence and power to ourselves. The treaty 
ef Amiens had, by one stroke, taken from the 
power and consequence of this country, in 
point of actual possessions, to say nothing of | 
character, what we might be well satisfied if | 
ten yeas of successful war would replace. We) 
had, in one fatal moment, so fallen to leeward, 
that unless some fortunate shift of wind should 
come to favour us, we might be beating for 
years and years against a head+sea without re- | 
gaining our former station. If he were asked | 
what his hopes were of doing anything at this | 
moment, either in France itself or on the rest 
of the continent (the powers of the continent 
could hardly be considered in existence), he 
should certainly say ‘‘very little,’ thanks to 
the treaty of Amiens, which had given away 
the powers and the mind of the continent from 
us, and had made the whole coast of Europe an 
jron-bound coast-to us, not affording an inlet 
or acreek into which we could run a& cutter. 
It might be said, that the powers of the conti- 
nent detested France; he believed they did : 
bur did Gent. never hear of that maxim of 
tyrants, ** Oderint dym meiuant ?”” However 
strong their hatred might be, while there was 
another feeling as strong as it is at present, 
namely, fear, it mattered little whether they 
loved or hated her. He, however, could nor 
entirely abandon the hope, which he had placed 
in the exertions which the continent would, 
some time or other, make for itself, and there- 
fore he was the more hostile against the scheme 
of policy now proposed, because it would not 
only render such exertions infinitely less pro- 
bable, but would make us incapable of taking 
advantage of them should they be made. He 
was not only dissatisfi¢d with the policy which 
ministers seemed inclined to adopt, but with 
the language which they held. It was, with 
peculiar regret, that he read the passage at the 
vend of his Majesty's declaration, which was 
calculated to prove to the continent, that we 
looked merely to British objects, and that 
we should be ready, if those objects were at- 
tained, to give them up as we had done before. 
He knew very well what the sort of clamour 
was. which this observation was calculated to 
excite. Jt would be said, “ you are fighting 
** for the Bourbons, for the Royalists, for Mo- 
marchy, &c.”” He must still, he feared, retain 
his opinion; even if he was wrong it could 
not be said that he was an obstinate sinner: 
his plans never having been tried, his opinions 
were, at least, not contradicted by experience. 
This was more than could be said by the hon. 
Gent. who made the experiment of the treaty 
of Amiens. His opinions had certainly been so 
contradicted. He did not expect of the hon. 
Gent. a. ession that these opinions were 
originally wrong, that, perhaps, would be too 
much to look for, even from his candour, but 








he might, perhaps, admit, that they had not 
been exactly venbed by the event. —When Mr. | 
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‘earth ; and, when the day came and nv 
| appeared, he believed that th ough Mr. Whiston 


‘proper precautions were not taken, 
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Whiston predicted that on a certain day, a 
+ | . 
comet wou'd appear which would destroy the 


comet 


, 


might not acknowledge that his Prediction was 
foolish or founded on principles improperly 
chosen, he had no objection to own, when the 
day was past, and mankind safe, that the prin- 
ciples of his calculation had for once deceived 
him. So he thought that whatever wisdom 
the right kon.Gent. might think he had dis- 
played in making the treaty of Amiens, he 
could now have no great hesitation in admitting 
thatit had not quite answered his expectation. 
He did not know what might be the result of 
the experiments he had recommended, but he 
protested against a declaration, that they should 
not be tried at all. It was his opiion, thar if 
England would make an open, grand declara- 
tion, in the face of Europe, of her views and ob- 
jects, he did not mean a romantic, chivalrous 
declaration, but one that would draw with us 
the sympathy and feeling of all Europe, it 
would contribute more than any sinyle act, to 
terminate the calamities which now oppressed 
the world, Much was always said of the great 
power of the French republic, but it was by 
no means right to confound together ideas so 
separate as those of strength and durability. 
Nothing was more intelligible than that a nation 
or individual might be at the period of their 
greatest-strength, when they touched the very 
moment of their dissolutjon, The power of 
trance was, at this time, indispurable; but how 
long that power would exist was a different 
question, That we wished and hoped to see an 
end to it, it was impossible for us to deny, not- 
withstanding all the dissembiing and crouciing 
language which we held at certain times, and 
all the boastful and vapouring which we !n- 
dulged in at others, That prospect was at the 
bottom of all our hopes. Every thing which 
he saw in our plans and counsels, as well as in 
those who were to conduct them, was calcu- 
lated to throw him intodespair ; but he begged 
that this declaration might not be understood 
as implying any distrust in the resources and 
strength of the country, supposing them to be 
properly applied. Much as he thought of the 
dangers of invasion (and few persons were 0° 
clined to treat them more seriously), tney 
were only formidable to him from the idea © 
the manner in which they might possibly be 
met. We were in the state of a ship in astor™. 
The vessel was tight ard, well-found, and no 
thing was wanted but care and conduct, to ene 


able it to brave all the fury of the element 


But if the officers were ignorant or negligen', 


if the crew were drunken and mutinous, : . 
an 


. : h 
roper exertions used, down she might go wit 
all i means of safety in her power, We a 
not dissemble to ourselves the violence of 
storm, with which we were threateocd: oe 

had to deal with an adversary who wou 


do things by halves ; amd who had the 1 
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sources of acontinent at his command. Against 


such an attack he confessed he wished to} 


have something more than the mere loose no- 
tions, and vapouring talk of which we heard 
somuch in that House. He entertained, as 
well as others, ahigh idea of the native cou- 
rage of the people of this country ; but he did 
not quite understand the notion, which many seem- 
ed to rely on with confidence, of stopping armies 
by peasantry. An army incapable of recruiting it- 
sclf, may be finally worn down by the continued at- 
tacks even of irregular troops; but he wished to 
know where the examples were to be found of armies 
stopped by such troops, unless, possibly in circum- 
stances far different from the present. [le believed 
that none of the generals whose names were familiar 
to us, either in earlier or more recent history, when 
they had beaten the army before them, ever asked 
leave of the peasantry of the country, to pursue their 
march in whatever direction they thought proper. 
Such notions belonged only to men, who were total- 
ly ignorant of what they were talking about, who had 
never heard a gun fired in anger, 


‘« Nor in the division of a battle knew 
** More than a spinster.” 


Men who had really pretensions to be heard upon such 
subjects, who spoke of what they knew and had seen, 
the men upon whom we must rely, and upon whom 
we might with confidence rely, should dangers of the 
sort in question really arise : these men would talk a 
different language, would tell us that invasion was 
neither to be despised nor dreaded, or was only to be 
dreaded, should it happen that by a foolish and ic¢no- 
rant policy it had previously been despised. —Upon 
the whole, whether he considered the interest of 
the country with aview to the war in general, or 
to the narrower and more immediate object of de- 
fence, he must equally condemn the present system, 
which went to create a great and disproportionate mi- 
litia force, and by the same act, as well as by the 
means of carrying into effect, to impoverish and keep 
down the army. 


Ma. Pitt said, he should say only a very few 
words upon this subject, he merely wished to ask 
whether the force which it was now proposed to vote, 
included the whole of the regular torce that was to 
be proposed, or whether they were to expect in the 
present session, any more substantial augmentation 
to that which certainly was an unusually large peace 
establishment ? He was,averse to discussing in that 
House any question respecting the amount of the 
force necessary for the public safety. That ought 
certainly to rest in the first instance with ministers 
under the responsibility of their situation, It was a 
confidence that Parliament ought to place in them, 
and if they did not possess that confidence they ought 
not to retain their situation. But he did not appre- 
hend that it was proper to discuss in that House the 
distribution of the public force, he therefore would 
notenter into any detail upon the subject. To ministers 
it belonged to prepare such a plan, and the House and 
the country looked for it with just uneasiness. Itought 
to be brought forward promptly ; no time was to be 
fost; for in our present situation there was none. 


Tne Secretary at War said, that in reply to the 
question of his right honourable friend, he had the 
satisfaction to say that a plan was under the consider- 
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' ation of his Majesty’s ministers, which, he trusted, 
would be found fully substantial and efficacious, cal- 
culated to repel every danger, and to enable the 
country to put forth its arms for the coniplete attain- 
ment of the objects of the war. When his right ho- 
nourable Friend (Mr. Windham) talked of a mere de. 
fensive war, he in fact conjured upa phantom in 
order to combat it, for it was by no means the pur- 
pose of ministers to confine their operations purely 
to defence. They had not shewn a disposition to 
leave any measure untried that could tend to the 
safety of the nation, and Gentlemen might rely that 
nothing would be omitted which could quality us to 
strike the severest and strongest blows at the enemy. 
He spoke of arrangements subsequent to the treaty of 
Amiens ; we had been in that short period of peace 
active in many respects ; we had been put ona much 
stronger footing than we had been in any former pe- 
riod of peace. Our regular army was much more 
considerable now than it had been at the commence- 
ment of any war; our militia in like manver was 
ina much better state for military purposes than i¢ 
had been at any former eommencement of a war ; 
we had in every respect a much greater force than 
we ever had before at the beginning of hostilities ; 
but was he saying that this was therefore sufficient ? 
No, he was not ; but the energy of the country mut 
be called forth, and there must be such a disposal of 
that force as to shew our enemies, of the disposition 
of its people, of its internal vigour, of its resources, 
and almost every thing about it, for very ignorant in- 
deed were our enemies of all these things; but it was 
not a vote for a large sum of money that would raise 
a large disposable force, that would depend much 
more on the nature of the measures to be a‘lopted for 
raising such force, than upon the vote for paying 
them ; and he fattered himself that the measures 
about to be proposed for that purpose would be effi- 
cucious ; that the men would be furnished as the 
should be found to be necessary, and they should be 
proposed to be under the command of officers of the 
regular troops, and a militia force was intended to be 
as a supplement to the regular army ; and after this 
plan was completed, then there would remain to be 
done that which it would be in this country more 
casy perhaps to do than the rest of it, namely, to 
find the money. Voting a number of men however 
great, and voting asum of money, however large, 
to pay them, did not appear to him to be wise, until 
the plan for raising the men shall have been matured, 
because until that was done it was only raising men 
upon paper, which was not what we wanted; nei- 
ther did large votes, without method of carrying 
them into effect, prove very useful. Having said 
thus much generally, he would take now up a few 
of the points brought forward by the right honour- 
able gentleman opposite to him, but not all of them, 
for of some he could not help saying, that although 
they were like every thing delivered by that right ho- 
nourable gent., very sensible, yet in this case they 
did not appear to him to have an immediate rete. 
rence to the question now before the committee. He 
could not help thinking that the right honourable 
gentleman had given way a little too much te a tone 
of despondency, as appilicable either to the mannes 
in which we were now preparing for wer, or to the 
manner in which we concluded peace. He agreed 
however with the right honourable gentleman, it was 
right to state the situation of this country fairly, to 
state even the chance of an invasion, but be thoughe 
he might be permitted to say that the right honour. 
able gentleman had considered chat subject a litde 
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too broadly. Noman would say that the great mili- 
tary force of France had not great power; of that 
we must be all aware, and our measures must be 
with reference not only to this idea, or for the de- 
fence and security of the realm, but also to act 
against the enemy as occasion may occur. He thought 
it was hich time that we should shew, not by words, 
put actions, we are not to be insulted by France, 
that we are not to be intimidated by any menace 
they may throw out, that it is not their shewing them- 
selves in large numbers opposite to our coasts, that is 
to throw us into a panic.—‘** That they may throw a 
body of men into our country is practicable,” said he. 
—** It may be done certainly under favourable cir- 
cumstances, that is, if they be not sunk in the at- 
tempt ; but itwould not be long before they would be 
ma‘e prisoners ; neither do I think that any of them 
would return, | think that it is time to shew that we 
are not to be taunted in this way with invasion, or 
intimidated with the threat of it.” There was ano- 
ther part of the speech of the right honourable gen- 
tleman, which he should now shortly notice: he 
seemed to suppose that by the treaty of Amiens, we 
had relinquished for ever all right to consider of the 
affairs of the continent ; and he said, that for the 
last ten years we had gone very much to leeward : 
that was notso. As tothe treaty of Amiens, he ap- 
proved of it at the time, under all the circumstances 
under which it was concluded He was satisfied, 
even now, of the propriety of this country having 
entered into that treaty; but it was not correct tosay, 
that by that treaty we had given up the continent ; 
we had done no such thing ; nor was it our inclina- 
tion to do any think like it. If there had been any 
chance of any continental co-operations with us—if 
we had had the continuance of any continental alli- 
ance, then the peace of Amicus was a peace of which 
he should not have approved ; but as we had nocon- 
tinental alliance Jeft for carrying on the war, he 
thought that no advantage was to have been gained 
by the prosecution of the war; nor didhe see how 
any one could expect any advantage to us by that 
continuance, under such circamstances. We there- 
fore had agreed to the peace, and, in his opinion, we 
acted wisely by so doing. But the right honourable 
gentleman had asked, whether the last peace was not 
merely an experiment? Yes, it was ; and whether 
it had not failed ? Why, yes it had fgiled, as was 
evinced by our being now at war. The publication 
of our discussion with France had reused the indigna- 
tion of the people to a pitch ‘which he conceived to 
have decided the character of the cause in which we 
are engaged, for that it has united them, and made 
them, as it were, one man against France, and 
taught them to regard France as the oppressor of 
Europe ingeneral, and one who wished to be the op- 
pressor of this country. To have this sentiment 
thoroughly rooted in the hearts of Englishmen, was, 
to speak in the language of another gentleman on an- 
other occasion, a thing worth ten or twenty West- 
India Islands. But the R. H. gentleman had said, that 
the hopes of this country were gone. He did not think 
so. He did not think that we were a people likely“to 
give up our hopes. He found nothing in the history of 
this country to justify that idea’; nor did he think 
there was any thing in the conduct of this country to 
warrant the expression that we had given up all con- 
cerns with the affairs of the continent: On the con- 
trary, the history of this country proved that our ob- 
je.thad, since the revolution,' been ‘to preserve the 
balance of power on the continent ; we ‘had made 
2 glorious to do so im the last war—we’ had 
eoatinued in the contest for that purpose long after 
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the present militia was all the additi 
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every British object had been attained, and as long as 
it was possible with any hopes of making an impres- 
sion favourable to the general interests of Europe ; 
we had continued in the contest until we were left 
without alliance for perseverance in it ; andthen we 
did what, under such circumstances, it was wise in 
us to do. The right honourable gentleman, after 
having charged us with neglecting our true interests, 
by adopting a system purely defensive , proceeded to 
state that the force we had hitherto proposed to adopt 
is not applicable to our case, and alluded to the mili- 
tia. Now upon this subject he must be allowed to 
lament a little that the right honourable gentleman 
had not brought forward his objection to this system 
at the time it was first brought before the House, be- 
cause abundant opportunities had been afforded to 
hear the reasoning of the right honourable gentleman 
upon the subject.—He was perfectly open at the 
time to conviction, and so he wished to be still, but 
he only wanted to know what the system of this 
country had always been, and whether the measure 
now proposed was not an improvement upon that 
plan, and whether the observations of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, if they had been made last year, 
would have induced Parliament to vote 100,000 men 
on the establishment. He thought not ; our measures 
last year, however, enabled us to set a stronger force 
on foot than was ever known at the cammencement 
of a war, and we had at this momenta considerable 
body of the best troops on foot we ever had; for 
which reasons he thought that government was not 
liable to reproach for negligence. He should not fol- 
low the right honourable gentleman through his ob- 
servations on the militia. He lamented that the House 
had not been tavoured with the opinion of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman fully on this occasion formerly, 
but the question now was, whether the committec 
would not vote a force which on consideration last 
session was thought necessary? The right honour- 
able gentleman said, that a regular army invading a 
country could be opposed only by a regular army: 
that was true, but it admitted of certain qualifica- 
tions ; it was true with regard to an engagement but 
not to a protracted war. America was a proot of 
this ; the regular army indeed beat the — 
in every engagement, but at last they harassed, an 
finally overpowered the regular army. This was also 
the case of France herself against Prussia; the P = 
sian army was composed of the best regulzt ret 
and the French who were opposed to them Consiste’ 
of the national guards or troops of that description 5 
and, he must say, that whatever characte! the rte 
troops had acquired, and whatever they may now 
they had gone through a great deal of hard pee 
but they did not suffer themselves to despond oF 
be alarmed on atcount of their not being re gular 
troops although théy were to be opposed by regwet 
they exerted themselves by a resolution which —- 
them to get the better ‘of their difficulties 3 oe 
this country had the same resolution, of which a 
could be no doubt, because we all felt the prop 4 
of it, we should not only get over our difficulties, oa 
we should teach this our insolent enemy We ar" 0 
to be insulted with impunity, and if they attemp" | 
to use their own words, on our own dunghill, wor 
to the assailants. ~~ 3 


nd 
Mr. Pytt said, that he was happy to pee 
from his R. H. friend, that ministersdid not Nid 
P ‘ ‘ ° . : ment 1 
the public service, at this interesting MOM” 
Saecie and if they did not enter apon the ee s 
present, it was enly because they had mee 
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augmentation in view which Were not mature ; that 
they had not laid before the committee the means of 
knowing the plan now for that reason, but that they 
are satisfied a considerable augmentation must take 
place; being of that opinion himself, he should 
hardly have occasion to make more than one rematk, 
which was, that in his view of the subject, on the 
principle which ministers had adopted, that of more 
vigorous measures than had been hitherto ever tried, 
to obtain that force which was of the best sort, that 
of supplemental force to the army, acting under 
commissioned and non-commissioned officers in the 
regular army. It did appear that it would have been 
fortunate if they had rather begun by establishing in 
the opinion of Parliament and of the country the ne- 
cessity of the thing to be done, by preparing the 
public mind by an adequate vote for that purpose, 
because by commencing the course and pursuing the 
means which may be now desirable to animate the 
public mind to the adoption of what may be thought 
essential either for the safety of the Island, or what 
we should couple with it, the vigorous prosecution 
of the war with France, that of carrying on war 
with a force which may be at once adapted either for 
offence or defence, the best effects may be expected, 
but we are not in a state fit for war with France until 
we are in a situation to avail ourselves of every oppos- 
tunity which may occur for offensive as well as de- 
fensive operations.—He applauded every desire which 
ministers could manifest to Jabourwith perseverance 
to consider of the best means for the safety of the 
state ; ** But,”” said he, *‘ do it effectually! and to 
do it effectually, you must do it soon, Doing it soon 





will be better, though you do it with difficulty, than | 


if you do it some time hence, and after much delibe- 
ration, easily. I think it is betrer that the thing 
should be done at once, or as soon as possible, than 
that you should delay it—that is, I think it better 
that it should be voted without delay, and then that 
you should consider about the means; first vote the 
measure, and then come forward with the vote for 
defraying the expence, because by bringing the mat- 
ter forward immediately you will call the spirit of the 
people into action. The question new is, will you 
save yourcountry? Save it in the best and most 
prudent way, if you can; but save it! Butif you 
are to take any mode for that purpose, in which you 
may have to encounter prejudices, orin which you 
may attach to yourselves a temporary odium ; but 
the opinion I have of the people of England, will 
not allow me to think so, if you do butinform them 
rightly of your object: however, if any prejudice 
should arise against you—if any temporary odium 
should attach to your measure—if it be tor the safe- 
ty of the country, or for its honour, pursue it— 
pursue it, although you may have to contend with 
prejudice—pursue it, although you may have to en- 
counter odium—pursue it, even although you may 
have to subdue resistance! Do it! for the country 
must besaved! lam ready to take my full share of 
the inconvenience.. If, therefore, Gentlemen con- 
tur with me, as indced | believe the House does, 
that the present force is insufficient, I wish them now 
to pledge themselves ; to pledge Parliament, to pledge 
the nation too, that a strong measure shall be taken 
for the defence of the country without any loss of 
time, I must say too, that at a period when the 
statement of the finance of the countty is about to be 
laid before us, it is fit you should bring this measure 
for our safety forward, together with an estimate of 
the expence of it; for isis fic the people should see 
te extent of their burthens ; tell them tbeir expen- 
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Ces, and tell them at the same time their duty to 
themselves ; shew them that their represcntatives 
are determined to act tor their welfare, and for their 
glory. Youcannot now go into the detail, but you 
can have no difficulty about the number of men, 
nor of the vote to cover the expence of it. My ob. 
ject, by all 1 have said, is, that the country should 
now be told at ounce thatit is to prepare for measures 
of an unusual extent, to make exertions of an un. 
usual nature ; that the people should be impressed 
with a notion that extraordinary preparations must 
be made, that extraordinary means must be used, 
Whatever circumstances of difficulty may occer ia 
the detail of the means for carrying the matter into 
effect, which I believe to be essential to the publie 
service, J am anxious that at least as curly a day as 
possible should be taken for this subject: that 
ministers, instead of talking of what they will du, 
should pledge themselves, and that this House should 
pledge itself that the thing shall be done. Let each 
person do his duty. Let ministers bring this matter 
forward, and Iam assured that every member in the 
House will assist m it. Whatever degree of odium 
may be endeavoured to be cast on us for not Chusing 
perhaps the mildest course that possibly might be 
found, if we had full leisure to consider it, we should 
not mind—the thing must be done—must be done 
immediately.”— Mr, Pitt then proceeded to observe, 
that if he bad to state here his objection, it would 
not be that the militia-was too much ; he thoughe 
that a militia to this extent we could bear, and he 
was feady to say, that another force calculated for 
offensive as well as defensive war, Was superior, as a@ 
force, toa militia, He thought that a large portion 
of regular troops might be added to 70,000 militia, 
and must be kept at home or we should not havea 
sufficient force for home security.—He then pro- 
ceeded to make several observations on this subject 
as it regarded the numbers of the militia, Ac. and 
thea said, he hoped that the additional force to be 
raised was not to depend upon a system of tardy and 
precarious recruiting, and that the forces should not 
be confined to serve at home as a force necessary 
merely for home defence, and that at al) events mat 
we should secure the advantages of the forces being 
under officers regularly trained. He wished the House 
to benefit from recollection, and judge of what we 
can do from what we have done. We knew that we 
had raised by ballot, without interfering with the 
agriculture or the industry of the country, 100,000 
men. He knew, from the concurring opinion of 
almost all militia officers, that we could not hope to 
have on the miluia plan officers for more than 
70,000 men. He said he would not go beyond that, 
without engrafting on the militia officers from the 
regular force. Some means ought to be applied in 
aid of the army. If any better mode could be de- 
vised than any which had been yet siated, he shou'd 
be glad of it ; he would engage to give it his support, 
The country must be putin a proper state of military 
preparaiion ; the best means might, perhaps, not be 
readily seen. It must have as much time tor its gon- 
sideration as was absolutely necessery to uuderstand 
it, but no more; for whatever was wanted for the 
public defence, some how or other must be ob- 
tained, 


Tas Cuincettor or tue Excurevrr said, he 
was very glad that the questions put by his right 
honorable friend had given government an oppor. 
tunity of declaring that they did not rely at the pre- 
sent crisis, upon the militia consisting of 70,009 
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men, great part of whom were at present in arms; 
that they did not rely upon the regular force of the 
country, which was at present greater than at any 
other period, except when an embarkation was about 
to take place ; that they did not rely upon the brave 
and loyal yeomanry of the country, but that they 
were prepared to bring forward measures for the pur- 
pose of providing a large subsidiary force, to be of- 
ficered in the manner pointed out by his right hono- 
rable friend. ‘The right honorable gentleman (Mr. 
Windham) had complained of the large proportion of 
militia force, but that had been completely answered 
by his right honorable friend, at least that part of the 
right honorable gentleman's argument which related 
to asystem entirely defensive. In looking to the po- 
pulation of the country, and the means of consti- 
tuting a large and effective force, it was not merely 
an option’on the part of government, whether 
such a force should be called out; it was uot be- 
cause the right honorable gentleman or government 
might think it possible to procure a large proportion 
of regular troops, but they must consider how, con- 
sistently with the feelings and opinions of the coun- 
try, and the dvocations of men of business, the 
largest and most effective force could be provided for 
defensive and offensive operations ; it appeared to 
him, that those means ought to be resorted to which 
were calculated to provide such a force with the 
greatest public advantage, and the least possible in- 
convenience. The right honorable gentleman had 
adverted to the danger arising from an invading 
enemy ; that right honorable gentleman would do 
him the justice to recollect that he never under-rated 
that danger, though he thought at the same time 
that it had been greatly over-rated. He begged leave 
to refer the right honorable gentleman to the conduct 
of government in the summer of 1801, and many 
individuals then in the Hcuse, upon whose justice 
he confidently relied, would attest that there was 
during that period no want of exertion on the part of 
government. The country was not generally aware 
of the extent of the preparations in the French ports 
at that period, norof the steps taken by government to 
me-t the threatened danger. At the time when 
the ships which defended our rivers were sent to the 
Baltic, then was the period of real danger. ‘Govern- 
ment neither slumbered nor slept, But adopted 
all those measures which the exigencies of the 
moment required, with a fixed determination to 
call forth all the exertions of the country:to repel 
the danger which then threatened us, but which 
did not happen. He was therefore entitled to refer 
to their conduct at that period as a pledge of their 
disposition. It had been stated, that a pledge ought 
to be given on the part of Parliament, that it would 
make such provision as circumstances should re- 
quire. He conceived that Parliament had given that 
pledge ; he conceived that when it carried to the 
foot of the throne the address in answer to his Ma- 
jesty’s message, though there was no specific pledge 
as to any particular measure, yet that a distinct and 
solemn pledge was given on the part of the country, 
that they would make every exertion which the exi- 
gencies of the case might require. That those exer- 
tions must be great he not only admitied, but con- 
tended ; but he flattered himself that whenever he 
should appeal to the House either to meet financial 
difficulties, or to provide for increased military ex- 
ertions, that such an appeal would not be made in 
vain. If any obloquy was attached to any such mea- 
_Sures, be would cheerfully share it ; but he trusted, 
that on the part of the people therewould be on such 
&n vcsasion but onc seatiment and one opinion. 
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HOUSE @F COMMONS. 
Monday, June 13.—[Min. p. 906 .] 


[Tue Buncer.}] — Tue Cuaxcertor oF rus 
EXCHEQUER brought forward the Budget, for which 
sce page 906 of this volume. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
Tuesday, June 14.—[Min. p. 971. 


[Revort or tHe Bupcert.]—Lorp Fouxestone,. 
—I do not rise, Sir, for the purpose of objecting to 
the bringing up of the report, nor to the taxes pror 
posed, but to avail myself of this regular and parlia- 
mentary opportunity, of entering into some consider- 
ation of the conduct of his Majesty’s ministers. Of 
the taxes in detail, I can say nothing, at present; 
because, if they be liable to objections, frequent op- 
portunities will occur, hercatter, of stating them; 
but, on the general system of taxation now adopted, 
that of raising money for the support of the expenses 
of the war in each current year, by what are called 
war-taxes, I miust say a word or two. To that sys- 
tem, I, for one, must object, as tending to make the 
War unpopular. 

The war in which we are engaged, is confessed, 
on all hands, to be one of necessity, and for the very 
existence of the country. Every thing, therefore, 
that tends towards bringing it into disrepute should 
be carefully avoided. Such a system may be good 
in theory ; there may be something noble and mag- 
nanimous in the idea of a people submitting 40 bear 
the whole burden of their own wars, 2° d not to en- 
tailon posterity any inconveniences arising from their 
quarrels. But the policy of putting such a theory in 
practice depends upon circumstances, and the cit- 
cumstances of the present times are clearly such as 
to render it impolitic. If the people were so eager 
for war, as to be ready at any, the slightest aflront, 
to rush headlong into it ; then such a systcm would 
be both just and politic ; then it would be certainly 
proper to make them bear the whole burden of a 
contest brought on, perhaps, by their own precipl- 
tancy, and to endeavour to check that disposition, 
by making them feel the whole inconvenience of it. 
But if, on the other hand, the temper of the people 
be such, as in point of fact, we know to be the = 
with the people of this country at present 5 that they 
are rather too backward than too eager to begin the 
contest, that they are rather inclined to submit ” 
insults, than to undergo the hardships and expens¢s 
of war to repel them, then it is, certainly, most i™m- 
politic to add, to that backwardness and — 
for war, all the selfish feelings of dislike to make jus 
sacrifices, and to undergo heavy burdens, which every 
one knows will be called forth by the present ie 
mous taxes. On rhis ground, I, for one, think . 
system of war-taxes objectionable. Such : ~ = 
the present should be rendered as palatable wa 
popular as possible, inasmuch as the safety an woh 
existence of the country, depend on the firmness, ioe 
vigour, and perseverance with which it is seven ~sad 
With respect to the mode in which minister 1 
inclined to carry on that war, as far as 1 can a ; 
it, I must disapprove of it. I must disapp' ies 
that defensive system which seems to be ~ 4 
adopted. I know that I may be stopped | <a 
limine, and told that that is not the system = — 
to be pursued. But! must be permitted to fet 18 


; moe 
opinion on that subject, as long 4s I see wf 
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sent, witness. Ifa different sort of conduct were 
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adopted, we should undoubtedly hear of plaus of of- | 


fence, we should sce greater stir and more active 
preparation than are at pregent discernible. Nothing 
of this kind is any where to be met with; and, in- 
deed, the universal idea amongst the public seems 
to be, that defence, and defence alone, is to be our 
object: that we are to stand on our own shore pre- 
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| if the greatest expedition of this sort that we could 


send out were to meet with complete success, we 
should not have advanced one step towards gaining 


| security for ourselves, or impairing the power of the 


pared to resist any attack made on us; but that any | 


attack, on our parts, is wholly out of the question. 


enemy. Such a success would produce no greater 
effect than the scratch of a pin on a man’s hand, 
From this mode of offence, therefore, uo hope can 
be derived. What then remains? ‘There remains, 
either, to animate the continental powers to join and 
make common cause with us in the contest, and so 


This, certainly, may not be the plan of his Majesty’s | to attack France externally, or to attempt to destroy 


ministers ; but this is certain, that all their measures 
lead one to suspect that it is, and they never have 


| 


the government itself, and for this purpose, to raise 
up the royalists that remain in that country to join 


given this House a single reason to imagine that they | with us in the attempt. Now, whatever hopes might, 


have any other. 
be thes or not (1 hope i: is not), I must object in 
toto, and for this very plain and simple reason, that 
of all the plans that can be pursued, this, more 
surely than ny other, will bring on the country, 
speedy and inev:table destruction; and the more 
complete the plan, the more likely to be adequate to 
the proposed effect, ine more speedy and the more 
certain will be the ruin. In that case, the country 
will perish by the weight of its own defence, It will 
then be exactly in the case with a man, who, when 


attacked by an active enemy, should say, I do not | 
; tures, that theit principle is, that they shall retain 


want to hurt my enemy, I only wish to defend my- 
self; so I will wrap myself up in a good suit of ar- 
mour, in a coat of mail, that i know to be impene- 
trable, and then I may be perfectly at case, because 
i know he cannot hurt me. But what would be the 
event? not only if any of the nails were to give way, 
or if there were to be a little rust, or any weak part, 
or the joints were to open, would the enemy be ena- 
bled immediately to thrust in his poniard, and give a 
mortal stab 5 but, without any such accident, would 
it not be certain that this man must soon fall down 
faint and oppressed, by the weight of his own arms ? 
in like manner, if this defensive system, which is so 
popular, is to be adopted, will the country in a short 
time most inevitably faint, and fall down under the 
Weight of itsown armour ; and the stronger the er- 
mour, the greater the means of defence, the more 
speedily will the necessary faintness and ruin come 
on.—Gentlemen seem to confound the idea of a de- 
fensive war, er a war of self-defence, with the de- 
fensive mode of carrying on war. They are things 
perfectly distinct. In strictness, a wart of self-defence 
against present or future dangers, is the only justi- 
fiable war. But a defensive war may a well be car- 
ried on ‘by offensive operations as by defensive, by 
weakening or destroying your adversary, as by repell- 


ing his attacks on you. Does a besieged garrison con- , 


tent itself with repelling the assaults of the besiegers ? 
Do they not make sallies, and, in their turn, attack 
the assailants ? Does not every schoolboy know, that 
Rome was defended under the walls of Carthage ? 
Precaution for defence, in case of attack, must cer- 
tainly be-made, but our views must not be directed 
to defence ¢lone. We must have recourse to more vi- 
gorous, to offensive measures.—Let us then consider 
a little what are the measures of offence that can be 
adopted in the present circumstances, and what 
means this country has for offensive operations. 
Now, generally speaking, the means of attacking 
France are threefold—1i. By external attacks. made 
by oursel¢ces.—2. By external attacks made by the 
Continental powers; and, 3, by internal attacks on the 
government of the country, Wich respect to the first 
of these methods of offensive operations, this country 








| 
| 





is pretty nearly impotent. We might attack and | 


But against this plaa, whethe it | under these circumstances, be derived from these 


modes of operation, must be greatly weakened se 
long as his Majesty's present ministers direct the af- 
faiis of state. For it is not to be conceived that any 
set of men, who can be selected, will be so unlikely 
to inspire confidence as the pcrsons now in office. 
What confidente can any foreign power have in men, 
who have universally, whenever it suited them, 
abandoned and deserted the allies of the country? 
In men who lay it down as the very basis and foun- 
dation of all their negotiations with France, and who 
now send forth to the world, under their own signa- 


compensation out of the conquests which this coun- 
try giay make for the increased power and territosics 
oi Fiance? Now, toa man_of plain understanding, 
this principle is no other than this—TFrance may en- 
sich herself by robbery, pillage, and rapine; we 
will not grumble or find fault if she will but allow 
us to have some share in the hooty, so that we may 
in some degree keep pace with her. Will any maa 
be astonished, in case the: noble secretary of state 
were to direct any of his Majesty’s ministers, at che 
foreign courts of Burope, to sound the dispositions of 
the government, and to find out whether they were 
willing to join with us in the present contest; ia 
such a case, would any man be asioni hed or would 
the noble lord himself be astonished, if he were to 
receive for answer—‘* We cannot trust you, we Can- 
‘* not place any confidence in you. Llow can we be 
‘« sure that you will not abandon us, as you aban- 
** doned the King of Sardinia? How can we be sure 
** that you will not desert us, as you have deserted 
‘< in his time of need the Prince of Orange? llow 
** do we know that you will not sell us, as you have 
‘** sold the Queen of Portugal for a colony or a sugar- 
* jsland?” A man might rather wonder if his Ma- 
jesty’s ministers wire to receive any other answer 
than this. In like manner, too, it is impossible that 
any royalist in France could feel greater reliance on 
the faith of ministers. Once betrayed by them, once 
abandoned by them to the cruelties of their relentless 
enemies, after they had been exhorted to come for- 
ward by our declarations, by our promises of suc- 
cour and assistance, by our assurances of support, 
without, as far as we know, a single word being 
spoken io their behalf, but certainly without any sti- 
pulation at all in their favour; thus betrayed and 
abandoned, will they, can they be expected to put 
that confidence in such men, as to be roused b 
them again to brave all the dangers, to undergo alt 
the hardships and toils, to expose themselves to all 
the vengeance and cruelties from which they have 
now once escaped? Will they be willing to run the 
risk of all those calamities again, without some bet- 
ter security that they will not be again deserted ? Or, 
have the publishea sentiments of the noble secic- 


seize a sea-port, o1 destioy a fortiess; but, after all, | tary of state aay thing ia them chat is likely iv 
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wipe off this crime in their eyes, and to teach 
them to put their trust inhim? Will any man 
of loyalty, can any royalist in principle ever 
entertain that feeling for a man, who, as minister 
fer this country, negotiating with a foreign 
power, has not hesitated to state, that, in his 
opinion, the French royalist emigrants would do 
well to lay aside the orders which they wear, those 
rewards of ancient deeds of valour, which they 
have received from the hands of their sovereign, 
and which they wear as emblems of their fide- 
lity and attachment to him? Can the royalists 
confide in a man, who, without a blush, can give 
this to the world as his deliberate opinion ? Sure- 
ly not. May that noble lord never have the 
means of putting his opinions in practice ! May 
it ever be out of his power to throw that disgrace 
on his sovereign, which, in his deliberate judg- 
ment, it would be proper for him, in certain cireum- 
stances, to do For these reasons, his Majesty’s 
present ministers are the most unfit men in the 
world to apply, with effect, the means of offeace 
which this country may have, against France. But 
as they are still his Majesty’s ministers, as they 
still have his confidence, and the support of this 
House, it is their duty to employ those means as 
well as they can. Now what is the best method 
to exert these means ? Confidence is to be gained : 
that is the first and principal poiat. The conti- 
nental powers, on the one hand, the loyal part ot 
France, on the other, are to be convinced that 
we will not again fail and desert them. And how 
can they be convinced of this, but by an open, ex- 
plicit, uvreserved declaration, on our part, of 
our views and objects ? And what ought this ob- 
ject tobe? ‘The object most likely to gain that 
confidence is the destruction of the revolutionary 
government of France. And, Sir, this object iz 
exactly conformable to the doctrines and opi- 
nions lately held by the two noble lords on the 
Treasury Bench. For if it is allowed to refer, for 
one moment, to what passed in former debates, 
the House will recollect that the first argument, 
used the other night by those noble lords, in de- 
fence of the necessity of the present war, was, 
that there existed, in the revolutionary govern- 
ment of France, such an hostile mind against this 
country, that it was quice impossible (and ever 

one, it was concluded, must be convinced that it 
was impossible) to be at peace with the revo- 
lutionary government of France. If this is so, 
and my mind was fully, and long enough ago, con- 
vinced that it was so, what then is the neces- 
sary inference? What but this? Either that 
you must give up all hopes of ever having peace, 
or you must destroy the revolutionary government 
of France. A third alternative there is not.— 
Now it would be as unnecessary as insulting to 
the House to ask ; if you would destroy the go- 
vernment of France, what other government 
would you raise in its room ? None other, surely, 
but the monarchy in the person of the legitimate 
claimant of the crown. This, then, is the object 
to which I have been endeavouring to draw 
the attention of the House. This is the obje& 
to be declared and held forth to the people of 
France, on the one hand, and all Europe on the 
other. It must be declared explicisly, plainly, 
and decidedly, If it is net declared in that way, 
nothing is done; but if itis, the greatest hopes 
may yet be ecutertained of final success in our 
present un 


dertaking.—I will not detain the House: 
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by entering into all the reasons which induce 
me, if this plan be openly and manfully pursued 
to entertain the most sanguine hopes of success, 
I will only now state what will be the immediate 
effe& of such a declaration and condu@. At 
home, I think, it will excite a new spirit, and give 
anew energy to our measures. Abroad, it will 
give confidence in our plans, and convince other 
nations of the rectitude of our views. In France, 
ic will give new hopes and courage to all the loyal 
now remaining. It will, at once, bring them all 
into our interests. But the most important effect 
will be that which I think it will have on the 
government. It will palsy all its exertions and 
unhinge all its plans: so much so, that I do not 
hesitate tosay, that if I were asked how I would 
prevent an invasion of Buonaparté, I would say, 
make this declaration. If I were asked how I 
would defend Hanover, I would answer, declare 
for the King of France. If 1 were asked how | 
would rescue Holland from the gripe of France ; 
how I would secure Portugal from her attacks, or 
} relieve Spain from her fraternity, I would to all 
these queftions answer, make this declaration.— 
I find that the House is impatient : Iam sorry, 
and beg pardon for having detained them so long ; 
but this idea has pressed so strongly on my mind 
for some time paft, that I could no longer re- 
concile it to myself to let slip an opportunity of 
ftating it. If Gentlemen’s minds and attentiwn are 
dire&ted to it, my object is in a great deyree 
answered, as 1 am convinced that the more they 
think of it, the more they will incliac to my 
opinion. 





HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, June 16. (Min. p. 972)- 


Dock-Yarps.}——Mr. WuirsreaD said, that 
in bela thie business forward he had no de- 
sire to anticipate any judgment which might be 
formed on the reposts of the commissioners ap- 
pointed to inquire into abuses in the navy. - 
right hon. Gent. opposite (the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer) had pledged himself to found a pro- 
position on these reports, which he hal no 10- 
clination even to embarrass. He had different 
grounds for pressing his motion on the considcr- 
ation of the House. Gent. were not unaware 
thar the noble lord who, with so much — 
to himself and so important advantage (0 |! = 
country, had fought our battles abroad, and wie 
with not less honour had instituted inquires 1000 
abuses in the department over which he 
sided, had been exposed to a great deal o “ 
lumny and abuse. In nothing se oe . 
res to his conduct in examining ; 
ptt remedies for the abuses in the ~— 

ards, had he been exposed to very gross et 
odo away any impression which these Ca ot 
nies might have produced, he — there 
t 


; ing before 
no better way of proceeding than by laying 
the House : ome of the minutes taken Py “ 
noble lord, and the other noble lords, 1 +f 
course of their visit of inquiry last year * an 
which the commissioners in their first = “~ 
‘luded.- In that report it was stated, ¢ “ en 
conduct of the Admiralty Board was not ee vitd 
from censure, but highly comenenaants, = 
also stated, that cases of very flagrant delinque 
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existed. It was therefore fair and just that the | that Board to which he would not subscribe, but 
delinquents, should as speedily as possible be he could not pay the same compliment to their 
brought to justice, and he should with this view | civil conduct, because he thoughr it had been at- 
move for the production of the minutes, as at | tended with consequences injurious to the public ; 
once clearing the conduct of the Board of Ad- | it had produced a great disgust, and if persisted in, 
miralty from injurious imputations thrown ona | wou)d produce the most serious consequences to 
their conduct, and bringing those delinquents, , the country. 
whose villainies they had exposed, to « speedier | 
punishment. He concluded with moving for a| Sir A, HamMono said, that the Navy Board, to 
copy of the minutes relative tothe abuses in the | which he had the honour co belong, had never 
dock-yards, in terms of his speech. | spared their labour; they constantly attended che 
} duties of their office for seven hours a day ; they 
The Caancecror of the Excne quer said, that | had done their best for the service of their country. 
no one could feel a higher interest than he did in | They had enjoyed the approbation ot the two 
any thing connected with the character of the | preceding Boards of Admiralty, but since the 
noble lord at the head of the Admiralty. Noone | present Board was appointed, there had beca 
had a more thorough conviction that the cha- | such strong prejudices, that it was with the at- 
racter of the noble lord stood far above all ma- | most difficulty chat they could goon. He hoped 
hignant calumny. He was, however, at the same , that when the reports of those who had been ap- 
time, less anxious that the motion of the hon. | pointed to inquire into the abuses, came to be 
Gent. should be persisted in, as he was convinced | taken into consideration, that the Boards might 
that the talenc, the soundness, and the solidity of | have an opportunity of being heard in ther justi. 
the noble lord’s conduct did not at all stand in | fication. No judgment could be formed upon the 
need of any such support as the motion was | conduct of chose Boards, or upon the report itself, 
calculated to afford. tn this view, therefore, he | before the parties were heard, and they were per- 
thought the motion totally unnecessary; but in | fectly ready to enter into their justification, 
another point of view, he conceived that it still | ar: 
less rested'on parliamentary grounds. The House| Mr.Courrenay said, it was well known that 
had invested commissioners with full powers to; there had been strong and unfounded reflections 
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inquire into abuses existing in the navy, and | 
there was no reason to think that they had not 

employed their powers with assiduity and zeal. | 
1fit was meant to be stated, that the commMie- | 
sioners had been deficient ia their duty, then | 
there might have been fair ground of interfe- 

rence, and a motion of the nature now offered 

to the House might have been highly expedient. | 
As, however, no suggestion of this kind had been | 
made, he must contend that the motion of the | 
hon. Gent. was at least premature, and could tend | 
only to anticipate a judgment, which could be | 
given with much more advantage when the whole 

facts of the case were fairly aod fully submitted 
to the House. 


Capt. Marxuam said, he felt himself very un- 
pleasantly situated between the anxiety he felt | 
to maintain his own character and those with | 
whom he had the honour of acting, and his re- | 
spect for the opinion delivered by the Chancellor | 
of the Exchequer. The Board of Admiralty had | 
been goaded and calumuiated in the public prints | 
of the country, which had said the most degrading | 
things of the Board, and had compared their visi- 
tation to a domiciliary visit. Under such cir- | 
cumstances it was impossible for the Board of | 
Admiralty to carry on their duty if they were | 
thus to be abused for the proper discharge od 
it. It wason this accountthat he expressed not | 
only his own wish, but that of the noble lord , 
alluded to, and the other members of that Board, 
that these papers should be produced. 


Sir Wa. Exrorp said, he thought the present 
motion did not go far enough; they should not 
only have the minutes of the proceedings of the 
Admiralty Board during the visitation, but they 
should have an account of the measures after- 
wards adopsed by that Board in consequence of 
it. There was no panegyric which could be paid. 
to the military conduct of that noble lord at the 
head of the Admiraity, aod the o:her members of 





thrown out upon the conduct of the Admirafty, 
and on the visitation which had taken place. The 
object of the motion was to shew the yrounds 
upon which the Board of Admiralty had pro. 
ceeded. One of the members of the Board of Ad- 
miralty had expressed his wish that these papers 
heal be produced—it was also the wish of the 
first lord of the Admiralty.Of the highcharacter of 
that noble lord, clarum et venerabile nomen, it was 
unnecessary to say any thing, but it was some 
satisfaction to know that there was one of the 
members of the administration who was respected 
abroad. ' 


Admiral Berks rey said, that at a moment like 
the present, when every one cought to stand for- 
ward in defence of the country, to see a squab- 
ble between the two Boards was really a scandal 
to the country. This was not the time tor in- 
quiry ; it called for exertions. He thought con- 
gamer would ensue from what had happened, 
that would palsy the operation both of the Ad- 
miralty and the Navy Board, 


The Atroanry Generar asked, if it would not 
be a most anomalous proceeding on the part of 
Parliament io the firs: instance to appoint com- 
missioners to make inquiries, and then to call 
upon them for their minutes at the very time 
that their proceedings were going on, and while 
their inquiries were unfinished / It had been 
stated that the Admiralty Board felt concerned at 
some slanderous reports which had gone abroad, 
and to which some little countenance had been 
given in that House, and that they wished that 
all the ducuments relative to their conduct should 
be laid before the House. This certainly was 
very honourable to their feelings as individuals, 
but he begged leave to submit to them, whether 
their private consideration should not, for the 
present, be suspended. If the House wished to 
take the pe oa upon itself, it ought to have 
done it ia the first instance, agd not now, when 
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if there existed any such criminality, the A:tor- 


.wpen earth that had more respect than he had for 
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the commission was appointed, and when the in- 
quiry was going on. Jt had also been stated that 
there were delinquents whose cases ought to be 
brought before Parliament, in order that they 
might be prosecuted. But there was no reason 
why the minutes should be laid before the House 
for that purpose, because the Attorney General 
might be ordered to prosecute them. Aad it was 
but justice to the parties, if they were to be pro- 
secuted, thar it should be done in the usual way, 
and not by order of that House, which would 
certainly raise unfavourable prejudices against ; 
them. fle trusted, therefore, that the House 
would consider this an unreasonable application, 
to take that inquiry out of the hands of the com- 
missioners, against whom no charge had been 
made. 








Col, Basrarp could not.agree with those who 
thought that the situation of the country being 
dangerous, was a reason for not going into the 
inquiry ; on .the contrary he thought that the 
more dangerous that situation was, the more was 
the necessity fur such an inquiry. Some had } 





said that the public service had been impeded | 


by the difference which had existed between the 
Navy and the Admiralty Board, and others had 
said that the service could not go on while these 
differences subsisted: this was a conclusive reason 
for the House coming to some decision upon the 
subject, otherwise the public service would be 
still further impeded. 


Capt. Harvey said, as tothe character of the 
noble lord at the head of the Admiralty, some 
persons had said some things against him, and 
others had vindicated him, but if the subject 
should ever come under discussion, he should say 
freely what he thought upon it, at thesame time, 
he assured the House that he should not fall in 
with those who.had praisei. As to any crimi- 
nality in any parties to which the report referred, 


ney General was the proper officer to prosecute 
on such an occasion. He thought the period 
might come when the circumstances stated in the 
report may come before the House, and then the 
House would do rightly in demanting all docu- 
ments necessary to facilitate the discussion ;but 
there was no such ground at present. * 


Sir Francis BarincG said, there was no man } 


Ld. Se. Vincent, but he was extremely concerned 
8) the subject of the visitation of the dock-yards 
nad been brought forward on this occasion. In 
the case now before the House, evidence was 
taken ina particular manner, and either directly 
or indirectly reflecting on certain persons who had 
no power to put one question on the other side. 
The motion tended to hold forth to the world 
that a number of frauds had been committed on 
the public, and might make a very great impres- 
sion, when in truth the judgment of the public 
ought to be suspended uatil both sides had been 


_ Mr. Suzarpan.could not agree that the noble | 
lord at the head of the Admisalty was not to 
he amenable to the House of Commons, because 





he was a member of the other House of Patlia-_ 
meat. Ashe was first lord of the Admiralty, no 
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question could be constitutionally enteftained but 
that his conduct in such characier misht be dis- 
cussed in that Houses It was not for those who 
approved of, but for those who were dissatished 
with the conduct of the noble lord, to call for ay 
joquity ito such conduct? and sure he was 
that whenever that investigation took place it 
would redound highly to the honeur of that noble 
lord. He was aware that the House would pay 
no attention whatever to any libels which might 
have been .published in any quarter upon this 
subject. But as the House had been to!d that the 
force of the Navy Board was impeded by the pro- 
ceedings of the Admiralty Board, he thoughs that 


;mo time should be lost ia adjusting the diile- 


rence between the two Boards at this momentous 
crisis, An investigation should therefore take 
place without delay, so that those who deserve 
honour shall receive honour, and those who de- 
serve punishment shall suffer punishment. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Monday, June 20, (Min. p. 973-) 


[KING’s MEssaGE ON THE ARMY oF Reserve.) 
Lord Hosarr moved the order of the day, 
for taking into consideration the best means of car- 
rying into immediate execution, the desire expres:- 
ed in his Majetty’s message for the more effectual 
defence and security of the United Kingdom. He 
should not take up the time of their Lordships, in 
demonftrating to the House the minutia of any par- 
ticular plan. He was well convinced that, what- 
ever difference of opinion might exift in the minds 
of Noble Lords, as to the manner of executing the 
wishes expressed in his Majefty’s message, theie 
could be no diffeience of sentiment as to their ¢s- 
pediency at the present crisis, when our country 
was avowedly threatened by a most implacable 
entmy. He thoughr it, however, respectful to 
their Lordships, and consiftent with the duty of 
his situation, to ftate the outline of the plan which 
it was his intention at a future period to submit 
to their consideration, in order that they might be 
the better prepared for the discussion when 't 
came regularly before them. In the firft place, he 
mutt observe, that he thought it not only neces 
sary that we should provide means for the 7 gpm 
of the’ Empire in case of any. hoftile attack, bv 
also that we should be prepared in sach a manne’ 
as to evince to the encmy the utter im possibility 
of obtaining any succe‘s in an attack qare 4 
coafts. Every possible exertion had been m4 A 
the military department ; but that was not 
cient for the present exigency: it was sore 
necessary that a more extraordinary messvie 
should be resorted to. He should be perene} 
sorry to introduce any plan of a codpee’ 7 
ture, without the necessity of the ftate calle ae 
it in the ftrongeft manner ; and he was eet “a 
it might be objected that such a measure wou sit7 
ceéssarily draw a large number of the ere the 
from their induftry and the agriculture 0°" 
the danger 

country. But when he looked at eke 
which the country was exposed, whem he t”" 
at the increased population and resources “ 
country, he saw, with the utmoft coglidenct,, hid 
there was nothing to fear. In the Jaft war 





a militia force of 114,300 men in England, t 











8038 


| but 
= dis- 
who 
ished 
or au 
Was, 
c, it 
noble 
} pay 
night 
this 
at the 
e pro- 
t that 
difle- 
ntous 
- take 
escrve 
10 de- 


ERVE.} 
1¢ day, 
of car- 
press 
Tectual 
n. He 
rips, 10 
ay paf- 
, What- 
> minds 
ing the 
be there 
heir ¢3- 
country 
slacable 
ftful to 
duty of 
n which 
y submit 
aight be 
when it 
lace, he 
neces: 
defence 
ack, bet 
-mannet 
yssi bility 
pon ov 
made 1 
not sufli- 
therefore 
measu'é 
sxtremely 
Isory "4 
ailed for 
ware that 
would De 
mmuait} 
re of rhe 
er 10 
ag are 
es of he 
t 
iat hid 
, 


1809] PARLIAMENTARY 


and Scotland. At present we had 72,900. He 
only meant to propose an addition of 40,000 for 
England, and 10,000 for Ireland, to be raised from 
the age of 18 to 4s; and this additional force he 
designed to appropriate to the defence of Great 
Britain, Ireland, and the islands of Jersey and 
Guernsey. It was the intention of minifters that 
they should be officered by gent!emen possessing 
property in land, or holding his Majetty’s com- 
mission. To this force we might look up with 
confidence ; and by that means we might have a 
Jarge disposable force in case of any emergency, 
well trained and ready for any service within the 
Empire. He concluded with moving an address 
to his Majesty, expressive of the disposition of 
that House to concert such measures as would be 
deemed moft effectual for the immediate detence 
and security of the Empire. 


The Duke of Crargnce thought that the out- 
line of the plan was infinitely less objectionable 
than that which had been generally supposed by 
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have advised the raising of such a force as might 
be disposable at Eaft, \WWeit, North, or South, as 
occasion might require; he would advise such a 
force to be raised as might, consiftent with the te- 
| nor.of their inrolment, be sent to any place in 
| Europe, Africa,or Asia, where their services might 
| be required. 


i 
| 


i 

| Lorp Grosvenor expressed a similar depen- 

| dence on the spirit and loyalty of the country, ia 

case any mad attempt of invasion should be made 

| by Buonaparté and his Legislative Body. He re- 
| joiced that the present plan had been ente:tained 
by Minifters, thinking it better than the extension 
of the volunteer syftem, though he at the same 


| time bore teftimony to the zeal, alacrity, and pub- 


the public to be in agitation. He contended that | tic spirit of the volunteers who so honourally 


Malta was not the cause of war; the cause was to | 
be found in the general syftem of aggression and 
insult which had becn adopted and practised by 
the French government from the time of conclu- 
ding the Definitive Treaty of peace tothe present | 
moment. It therefore behoved every loyal man; 

it behoved every Englishman, but more particu- | 
larly it behoved the hereditary nobility of the | 
United Kingdom to unite their utmoft efforts to 

oppose such haughty ftrides of ambition and des- | 
potism as had been taken by the present rulers of 
France. He recapitulated the outline of the plan | 
which had been ftated by the noble Secie:ary of 
State; and entered into a hiftory of the different 
invasions which had been designed againft this 
country from the time of Queen Elizabeth to the 
present period, and shewed, that whether it was 
aninvincible armada or a flotilla of gun-boats, 
their attempts were equally fruitless when opposed 
by the unanimity and manly spirit which had al- 
ways diftinguished the character of Britons. He 
next entered into a hiftory of our militia, and the 
various ¢hanges which had taken place in the mi- 
litia syftem, beftowing a high eulogium on the 
character of our militia officers, and on the na- 
ture of the inftitution: the militia officers bad at 
every period of our hiftory eviaced a spirit honous- 
ab'e to the country and highly becoming the cha- 
racter of soldiers. He was pasticularly attached 
to the militia, as the conftitutionel defence of the 
kingdom, and thonght that the country would not 





ftood forward in the defence o! their country left 


| war. 


Eart CAERNARVON observed, that notwith.- 
ftanding the deference he paid to the opinion of 
the illuftrious Prince, he muft declare that it was 
his opinion that we were fighting for Maha—that 
we were fighting for a lease of Malta for ten years, 
with the return of the island of Lampedosa, If 
the French had given up that point, we would 
not now be at war. But in fact, the cessation of 
arms we had since the treaty of peace, he could 
not calla peace. He thea objected to the mode 
proposed tor raising men by ballot, and observed 
that it was only transferring the burden from 
the public purse to that of the individual oa 
whom the lot might fall, without reference to the 
wealth or property of the person. It would be a 
moft flagrant act of injuftice to compel an indivi- 
dual to pay £20 which should be paid out of the 
purse of the nation. Ia some inftances the utmoft 
profusion of the public money was submitted to, 
and yet a disposition now appeared to throw the 
burthea on an individual who might not in many 
cases be able to bear it. If such was the inclina- 
tion of his Majefty’s mipifters; if they wished to 
raise a Jand-tax and call it a tax upon income; if 
they wished to bankrupt the funds and call it an 
income tax; if they wished to levy an army and 
call it a militia; we should have more to fear from 
the condudt ot adminittration than from the threats 


be safe without them. He therefore thought it | of the enemy. 


incumbent on him to caution their Lordships 
again any innovations which might be made in 


Lorp Svurro.k said, that as a military man, he 


that patriotic body ; not that he meant to say that | thought ic right that he should inquire if any mi- 


it was the intention of the present servants of the 


litary pian of the country had been formed. The 


Crown to make any encroachment on that valua- | firft object of a Roman governor always was, to 





ble inftitution: he only meant to say, that as 
since the reformation we did not think even the | 
Pope at Rome infallible, it appeared to him neces- | 
sary that their Lordships should be on their guard, | 
Jeaft any measure submitted to their consideration | 


have a military plan designed of the roads, the 
bridges, and different situations of the country 
which he had wo defend. Asa military man, be 
wished also to submit to their Lordships the pro- 
pricty ot having a number of carriages conftructed 


should have a ss to trench upon the origi- | and flationed at such convenient diftances, ‘hat 
t 


nal conftruction of their syftem. The minifter 
that would break his faith with an English sol- | 


with am English sailor, he thought could not be | 
a friend to his Sovercign or worthy the 


_ Bervice of his country. He bad the utmoft conti- | 


Vou. HL, 


20,000 men might be conveyed with the utmoft 
possible expedition to any given point. He wish 


dier, or the minifter that would break his faith | ed also to hint, the necessity of making Deputy 


Lieutenants, serviog under Lord Liewiensnts of 
counties, more efficient and responsible than they 
at present are, The Army of Keserve Was 4 mica 


*3 F 


dence in the zeal, the loyalty, and the bravery of 
the countrys and he had no doubt of the result, if 
any attempt should be made upon our coaft by the 
Corsican Harlequin of Mischief. If he had been 
_aminifter to his Majefty he would have advived a 
| plan of offensive, not defensive war; he would 
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sure of the utmoft importance, and deserving of | ble Secretary is not sufficiently aware of 
the moft serious attention of their Lordships; | dition and dispatch which should be u 


and, tor the great extent of the defence necessary | 
toour insular situation, it was necessary that we | 
should have men of the moft diftinguished military | 
talents, and of the molt elevated rank, to whom 
the country might look up with the moft perfe& 
confidence, engaged in the active service uf their 
country. He then alluded to Lord Grey, Lord 
Rawdon, and Lord Hutchinson, as eminently wor- 
thy of the peculiar attention of government at the 

resent Crisis. On mentioning the name of the 
ste nobleman, his Lordship delivered a moft 
animated eulogium on the gallant conduct of that 
goncial in Egypt. By the conduct of minifters in 
not employing such a diftinguished officer, or em- 
ploying bim in a subordinate situation, they 
were plucking the laurels from his brows. He 
took a retrospect of the conduct of the late war, 
and said, that though the present measure was 
something more vigorous than any which had 
been adopted during the late war, he did not 
think it went so far as the flate required. 





Eart Moira —In answer to the flattering com- 
pliments which the partiality of a noble friend of | 
mine (Lord Suffolk) has induced him to bestow 
upon me, I have only to say, my Lords, that I am 
perfectly satisfied with whatever deftination my 
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So\ ereign has been graciously pleased to allot to 
me, and that were his Majefty to call upon me to 
serve in the ranks as a private, [ should in that 
subordinate {tation unsheath my sword with the 
same cheerful alacrity and ardent zeal as if | were 
called to the chief command of the moft numerous 
and gallantarmy, While, however, I feel eager to 
express these sentiments, and to second with my 
beft endeavours whatever plan may be proposed 
for a vigorous and effectual defence of the coun- 
try, I cannot forbear saying, that I do not imagine 
that there is any thing irregular in what has been 
observed by my noble friend. The object of the 
message, now under consideration is, the moft ef- 
fectual mode to be adopted to prepare the defence 
and eftablish the security of the country. In or- 


der, therefore, to chalk out that line of defence | 


which it may be moft expedient to pursue, it is 
necessary to ¢nter into the particulars of the plan 
proposed. Without taking these particulars into 
consideration, it muft be impossible to return any 
thing like a satisfaQory answer in the proposed 
address to his Majefty. It is by no means my in- 
tention to make any objection to it, for I perfectly 
agree with my learned and noble friend on the 
woolsack, that it is impossible for the House not 
to concur in it. Neither am 1 inclined to object 
to the measure which minifters intend to psopose, 
for | conceive it to be the duty of every indivi- 
dual, atacrisis like the present, to exert every 
effort to smooth the difficulties that may fland in 
the way of the executive power, and to furnish 
them with every possible assiftance in giving a 
prudent and energetic direction tothe resources of 
the country. In that view, Lam thoroughly con- 
vinced that the hands of minifters should be left 
unshackled, and their powerwholly uncontrouled ; 
for more danger might be apprehended from ha- 
rassing them in the pian they laid down, than be- 
nefit could be derived from: projeMing a better 
plan, which could only: protract the execution of 
the former. There is not a moment.to be loft, and 





fieig 


the expe. 
: : sed in giving 
effe& to his Majefty’s moft gracious message, | 
should be sorry to kite to any thing so mean as 
the misrepresentation of what was advanced by 
the noble Secretary, in order to ground an argue 
ment upon that misrepresentation ; but he secmed 
to have said, that he looked forward to fature pare 
liamentary discussion with a view to improve and 
mature she plan, of which at present he had only 
sketched the outline. To such procrattination, 
under such circumftances, J cannot bring myself 
to assent. There is not an hour, not a moment 
to be loft. While your Lordships are debating, 
the enemy is acting; while we are devising plans 
of defence, they are executing means of attack; 
while we are idly preluding in a war of words, 
they will come on us in a war of action; they 
will surprize us unprepared, and overpower us 
slumbering at our fire-sides, 


Occupat incautum, patriasque obtruncat adaras. 


On the activity of minifters it is not in my pow- 
er to beftow any high-ftrained panegyric, On the 
8th of March they brought down a message from 
his Majefty, intimating the hoftile projects of 
France, and they have since laid upon your table 
papers which amply unfold the repeated insults 
and injuries which have been offered to this coun- 
try by that power. If their feelings were such at 
such provocations, as no doubt those of your 
Lordships and the country muft be, mult they 
not have foreseen that war was inevitable? mul 
they not have conjectured that event, from the very 
consequences of thé message which they then de- 
livered, and from the character, with which they 
do not profess themselves to be unacquainted, of 
the verson who now holds the helm of French al- 
fairs? All this they muft have been thoroughly 
acquainted with in the month of March, yet it 
late in the month of June before they come fore 
ward to propose measures of security; and cved 
when they are thus late in proposing them, tiey 
would ftill advise protraéting their execution, 1 
the hopes of their being improved by ryeomnge 
tary discussion. This surely is not the wey ~ 
meeting such an enemy as that with whom \ 
have to contend.———Under that impression It co" 
not be my wish to enter into any detailed exami- 
nation of the measure now brought forward: rv 
anxious wish is, that every possible means “ey 
fence may be immediately resorted to; * + 
cannot but partake in the apprehensions of “a 
luftrions Duke who has so ably cacutyt - 
queftion, that the measure im agitation vie re 
prove adequate to the emergency i W edge 
couniry is mow placed. It should et Took ‘ 
view, a broader scene of action; it shou a eott- 
other points than those of mere igomnet a0 
Dreadful, indeed, is the scourge of an 1 ett 
invading our native soil, but next to it Ast - edt 
of an hoftile army in the bosom of a ~ md 
country. The enemy who: thus threatens how 
vages what we are moft interefted iny We *™ 
endeavour to embarrass and annoy at nape! 
sible point ; we should more especiallyen Ser it 
to assail him where every feeling groans . servile 
tyranny, and pants tovbe rescued tr ime ddyess 
subjugation. Since | laft had arp dvcleet!? 
‘you on this topic, events ‘have occur goles” 


conactcted with, the object of. aris Majelty 





what I moft anxiously apprehend is, that. the ne- 
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sage, and which mutt ftill come more nearly home 
to your feelings. Since that period his Majefty’s 

atrimonial possessions have been wrefted from 
his patermal care; and cven should England be 
looked upon as disconnected with Hanover, {till 
should its loss be deeply lamented. How much 
more should it affect us when all its relations are 
duly considered, more especially when we behold 
the noble example of disintereftedness thus set to 
us by his Majefty. If we are to look unconcern- 
ed on the fate of Hanover, in what light will other 
countries be disposed to consider us! Can Europe 
any longer look with confidence to the broad 
shield of British protection ? This was a point on 
which we are moft essentially concerned ; it is 
one on which you cannot beftow too much atien- 
tion. Do but consult the map, and you mutt 
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pare adequate powers to resist him. Resis: him [ 
No; we mutt crush him, or we perish. For that 
purpose there is no sacrifice or privation for which 
we muft not be prepared; our purses and persons 
muft be at the disposal of the country. Let us 
but hope that the hands that are to wield our 


' ftrength, may know how to guide its energies, and 


quickly perceive in what situation we are placed. | 
With the possession of the coafts of Holland and | 


of Hanover, how can we new possibly come upon 
the back of the enemy? It muft therefore be no 
light charge agzinft minifters that they have Joft 
such a point; that they have deprived themse'ves 
of such a guard, and disarmed themselves of mean: 
sO material to the termination of the war. As 
to the cause of the war, I muft agree with the ilius- 
trious Duke who cou'd not permit himself to be- 
lieve that ic was the possession of Malta. 





' 


where to point its exertions. To the plan pro- 
posed I shall offer no objeQtions 3 convinced that 
objectionable as it may be, it is wiser and more 
expedient to put it into immediate cxecution, 
than to lose time in devising a better, the opera- 
tion of which muft be deferred. In prosecuting 
the measure now proposed, expericnce may suge 
geft amendments; but no time is to be loft. 


Lorp Mucorave expressed his unqualified ap- 
probation of this measure, because forty thousand 
men thus raised will enable un equal number of 
the troops of the line to a& offensively; they will 
be an annoyance to the enemy whenever it shall 


| please the Government in furtherance of its dee 


It has | 


indeed aftonished me not a litle that minifters | 


should have held it forth in that shape. In their 
general conviction the real cause of the war was 
the :mpossibility of continuing to submit to the 
injuries and insults of the French government. 


_ duty. 
| encountered—let me but know what I am to do, 


] 


signs to employ them in active and offensive ser- 
vice; but without such a plan, the regular force 
would be confined to our shores, and be in a great 
measure useless. And why should they be re- 
ftrited at such a time, or why should their proud 
spirit be repressed? He well knew the feelings 
and sentiments of an English soldier, they were 
these: * Tell me what lam to do—Define my 
I recard not the diflicnities that are to be 


_and my life shall be sacrificed, or the object shall 


‘Tamely to persevere in such a {tate of peace would | 


be nothing short of inevitable ruin. We may 
have attempted incautiously to slumber under its 
shade: but it has proved to he the shade of a poie 
sonous tree, the droppings from which have blis- 
tered us into sense. But now that we seemed to 
awake to our situation, what was proposed? A 
defensive, a merely defensive war! From such a 
war could any success be rationally expected ! 
What could be the effet of such a war but to 
wrap up the spirit and energies of the country 10 
the night gown and slippers of routine? Were we 
not threatened with a danger of a nature and 
magnitude that never before hung over this na- 
tion ?) How was it to be warded off ? By vigilance, 
by promptitude, by decision, Yes ; rise, rise, my 
country ! rise, or you must perish !—-You have no 
doubt, my Lords, the feelings of Britons ; but you 
mutt inspire them into others. British blood con- 
tinnes to flow in ovr veins, but its influence muft 
vibrate through the heart of the nation. No mea- 
sure can be too vigorous to repel the giant mis- 
chief that assails us. 
now indulged. The common danger calls for 
common exertion. By that alone can we repel it: 
and can we indeed continue to shrink and shudder 


under the shade of a colossus that deprives us of | 


| you hope for cordial or efficient exertion, 


be accomplished.” But, if he thinks you trifle 
with him, or mean to impose on bim, in vain will 
' He re- 
probated the delicacy that may be felt with regard 
to persons who may be balloted to serve in the 
cause of their country, and con:cquently in their 
own. It would be asked, will you force these 


| persons to serve if they cannot provide subfti- 


‘tutes? Yes. 





No personal feelings can be | 


the sight of Heaven, and of the cheering influence | 
of the sun? In vain would we look to Austria, to | 


Russia :.no; our security muft be in our own spi- 
rit, our safety in our own ftrength. Did we not 
become timely aware of our danger, we might 
again have become the dupes of a miserable ac- 
commodation. But Providence seems to have at 
Jength opened the eyes of minifters, and snatched 
us trom the gulf of irretrievable ruin to which the 
acceptance of the enemy’s terms would have 
hurled us. What have we now to look to but to 


Measure the ftrength of that encmy, and to pre- 





When the country is in danger it is 
incumbent on all descriptions to come forward 


« Dulce et decorum eft pro patria mori.” 


He was only sorry that so much time had heen 
loft, he should wish to sce the people now under 
arms, and he could congratulate the country on 
having a valuable acquisition in those officers who 
belonged to battalions that had been disbanded ; 
on their merit, knowledge of discipline, and ser- 
vice he placed great reliance, but very little in- 


| deed could he depend on those oflicers who 


came from the Eaft-Indies, after having amassed 
fortunes, or with a view to recruit their impaired 
conftitutions for the term ef three years. But will 
it be said that this measure is trong? So it ought 
to be. The bounds of what heretofore would be 
termed prudence muft now be overleaped. This 
is an uncommon time; the exigency is imperious 
indeed. With the change of times we muft alter 
our measures, 


“¢ Tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis.” 


Away then with this idle cant and objection te 
regular armies. Ne danger is to be apprehended 
from an army of Englishmen now-a-days; - but 
without it we should have every thing to dread 
from France. This is our shield when we are to 


defend ourselves, and our sword when we are to 

draw and assert our independence and protcc. opr 

sights. ' 
*3F2 
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Lorp Littrtcx differed from the Noble Earl | consifting-of 800 men, which he had the honour 
(Moira) in some things, and from the illuftrious | to command, was deficient 200 from its operation 
Duke who spoke third in the debate. What, | —To this measure he had another objection ; the 
though troops are sent, or cven if it will be so, | men to be raised were all infantry. Now he 
forced to the Kaft or Weft-Indies, or elsewhere, | thought cavalry the moft efficient force that could 
they have before them those rewards which never | be opposed to the enemy in such a country as 
failto animate the truly generous breast. They | England. He would also suggeft the propriety of 
have honour, laurels, and the approbation of their | augmenting the horse artillery. It was a force too 
country :—they are enrolled for the service like | obviously useful to be neglected by the Govern. 
freemen, and not like the slaves of a neighbour- | ment. He concluded with recommending, *hat 
ing country, who are compelled to quit their | the men should be taken out in diftri@ts, and be 
homes, their wives, their children, their fathers | accuftomed to shoot at marks on Sundays, so as 
and mothers, in obedience to an arbitrary and | to be prepared when there should be real danger 
tyrannical mandate. He was astonished to hear | and aétual necessity for their exertion. Above 
a Noble Earl (Carnarvon) declare that he would | all, it was the spirit of Englishmen, and nothing 
resist the system, (these were the words, for he | but this that could carry them through the difk- 
had taken them down); he ftated, that every | culties in which they were involved; but Jet that 
thing was wrong, that improper selection cf offi- | be called forth, and Europe perhaps would be in- 
cers were made, that taxes were too oppressive, | dependent, at least Britain muft be free. 
that property was actually invaded; but he hoped, | 
thac his feelings had hurried him too far, and that Lorp Firzwittiam could not help Jamenting 
his principles did not correspond with his expres- | that the different plans proposed for raising the 
sions, particularly when in a prophetic ftrain, he | Supplementary Militia, and the additional force 
heard him declare, that this syftem would not be | now to be called out, muft materially obftrudt the 
tolerated. Such opinions and wishes could only | recruiting of the regular army. Indeed it was im- 
Jead to the defeat of all our plans for securing our | practicable that those different plans could be 
independence and rights, and furnish to the inve: | carried into effect at the same time, as they natu- 
terate foe the sureft means of succeeding in his | rally obftruéted each others progress. It was 
desperate enterprise. As tothe mode of raising | therefore better to suspend the progress of the one 
the men, be thought it excellent in every point of | until the other was completed. 
view ; but more especially, as the mea were not 
refiricted to serve in their respective counties, or | Lorp Grenvitre said, that he could not agree 
countries—the only difficulty he saw was to get |to the motion, unless it had been accompanied 
the clothes on the recruit, for when once he was | with the observations by which it was introduced 
dressed in a red, blue, or grey coat, he feared no | by the noble Secretary. He could not therefore 
denyer; the man who would before dread to cross } conceive that there was any thing irregular 1a 
a brook, would then ftem the torrent without dis- | them. As to the measure itself, no time should 
may; give him facings and a cockade in his hat, | be loft in putting it into execution. For twelve 
ten he flies away to glory. months paft France had not ceased to pursue her 
insults and aggressions, and a quarter of a ycar 

Doxe or Ricnmonp felt as sensibly as any no- | had elapsed since the message was brought down, 
ble lord in the House the importance of this cri- | ftating the necessity of resenting those aggres- 
sis, and the danger to which the country was ex- | sions. The very armaments which were - 
posed. He was aware that every thing we held } said to be preparing in the ports of Holland an 
moft dear and sacred would be at issue in the con- | France, were supposed to have in view the inva- 
teft. The independence and liberty of Great Bri- | sion of this country. That apprehension was - 
tain were menaced with deftru@tion by an enemy | tertained so far back as the month of March, y¢ 
who had hitherto been but too suceessiul, Every | we were now far advanced in the month of June 
resource therefore, every energy should be called | without having matured any plan for ae 
forth in defence of those rights, which it is our | the meditated attack ; and that plan, how was! 
pride to inherit from our illustrious anceftors, and | to be executed? By ballot; a mode that mutt in 
which, if we {till possess English hearts, we will | cessarily obftru& the progress of recruiting : “ 
transmit to our pofterity, pure and unsullied. | army. Where then was the activity sector 
How far it was safe or politic to engage in conti- | of ministers? On the contrary, was not the “ 
tental alliances, he would not now discuss; it muft | ger that first threatened the country gee 
dzpend on circumflances: but he had no hesita- | tenfold by their supineness or indecision ‘ al 
tion to observe generally, that such connexions | loss of Hanover the noble lord then rng 
were always useful when the real intereft of this | the same ftrain as the noble Ear! (Moira) “ 
country was consulted, But deprived of these | contended that the possession of that oe ible 
connexions, the country could do little to injure | made an inconceivable addition to the Se ese 
or materia'ly affect the enemy on the Continent. | means of annoyance with which the > sng le 
—The third ballot comes now, amounting to| already provided. Indeed if the ae. March, 
40,000 men, that is, more than double the num- | had been early pursued in the month o nt 
ber proposed in the firlt inflance ; this he really | the enemy would not have been able to Penick 
felt a ftrong measure, and would be considered as { themselves of Hanover, and other places eaty of 
sich by the nation. He apprehended also, that they are now known to occupy. if the eecatsl 
it would have the effect of damping the spirit of | Amiens had not cut us off from all ans since 
the people, without which, at this critical junc- | connexion, the conduct which on mage As to the 
ture, it would be absolutely impossible to accom- | observed, mult:have had that effect. be its de- 
~ any thing. He could speak with certainty | measure now proposed, whatever = utioB ; 


his own knowledge of the baneful efled’s | fects, it should be immediately vate of eisai” 




















that muft inevitably flaw from it, A regiment | for apy thing was bewer <mae 
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ment and unpreparedness in which the country 
was now left. He did not look upon it as a com- 
pulsory measure; and even if it was, he should 
not disapprove of it under the present circum- 
{tances of the country ; for those who are protect- 
ed are bound to defend. Common defence is the 
firht condition of society itself, and every indivi- 
dual is called upon to contribute to it. This was 
the immediate principle of all government; a 
principle recognised by the British conftitution, 
and which might easily be traced back to its for- 
mation, If the adoption of the measure now pro- 
posed should have the effect of rendering minis- 
ters unpopriar, he was ready to bear his part of 
that unpopularity ; for the extraordinary circum. 
{tances of the country fully juftified goverament 
im resorting to extraordinary means of detence. 
The force that was thus to be raised should be 
applicable both to offensive and defensive opera- 


tions. A dcfensive war did not deserve the name | 


of war; no, not even that of defence. 


Lorp Hosart denied that minifters were liable 
to the tharge of inactivity in preparing and ma- 
turing the plan. What delay it met with was not 
imputable to them, but to circumftances over 
which they had no controul. Into the defence of 
the Treaty of Amiens he should not now enter ; 
he should only observe, that the peace, when con- 
cluded, disbanded the militia of necessity. Nei- 


ther was the delay in recruiting the army impu- | 
table to minifters; nothing was more unfounded | 


than such an imputation. He was sorry that those 
noble lords who so ftrongly objected to the present 
pian, did not condescend to propose a bettcr, It 
was also objected to minifters that they did not 
adopt offensive measures; but the contrary was 


notorious to every body, for those measures had 


not only been employed, but they were known 


daily to succeed. As to the charge of leaving the | 
Continent in the ftyle in which it now ftood, he 


could not help wondering that it should come 


from the noble Lord (Grenville) who had solely | 


— in the foreign department, and who had 
eft the Continent nearly in the same condition in 
which it was now placed. 


Lorgp Sugrrretp could not help considering the 
Proposed plan as a measure of the moft oppressive 
and provoking nature. In the space of three 
months it would appear, that one hundred and 
ten thousand men were to be raised by ballot ; 
and what muft be the consequence, but to throw 
their wives and children upon their respeaive 
patishes, 


-———— 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Mendiy, June20. (Min. p.973-) 


[Krvo’s Messacz on THe Army or Reserve.]— 
The Szcnetary at Wan: in calling the attention. 
of the Committce to the subject of his Majesty's 
message, communicated on Saturday said, 1 wish, 
before i to anydetails, to say a few wards 
on the main objects of that message. The objects 
which itpoinits out are; firft, the adoption of fteps 
for making more) efic€tual provisicen forthe secu- 


rity of the country againft those threats of inva- 
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and secondly, for enabling his Majefty to employ 
such a force for offensive operations as may lead 
to a more vigorous prosecution of the war. 1 do 
not think, that it will be necessary for me to em- 
ploy much argument to prove that, at such a con- 
juncture as the present, it is the baunden duty of 
Parliament to make such a provision for the na- 
tional security as the circumftances in which the 
country is placed appear to require. In provi- 
ding tor this security it is necessary to take into 
_ coasideration the actual flate of our present means 
| of preparation, and the means of offence which 
| now exift in the hands of the enemy. Looking 
| then to this obje@, L believe that no gent. will be 
disposed to deny that a very considerable addition 
| 

| 


ought to be made to our present military cftablish- 
ment. In saying this, I beg it to be underftood, 
| that I allude to the times ia which it is our lot to 
live, to the new and unprecedented circumfltances 
| in which the country is placed, to the extraordi- 
| nary character and conduct of that person who is 
| the sole depository of the power, the resources, 
the population of the French republic. In other 
times, aod under other circumftances, adverting to 
common difficulties and common dangers inciden= 
tal to a {tate of war, 1 have no difficulty in decla- 
ting, that our army on its present footing, or as it 
will stand in a very short period, and with a fleet 
commanding the sovereignty of the sea, we should 
be entitled to holdin complete contempt any threats 
of invasion. When I say this, | mean to apply it 
not to Great Britain alone, but to Ireland, and toall 
the dependencies of the British Empire. But ia 
adverting to the present times and the present cir- 
cumitances, it is needless for me to impress the 
necessity of taking much more enlarged and com- 
prchensive views. We have heard, and that too 
on the higheft authority, what the views of the 
present governors of France are with respe& to 
this country, We have heard the declarations of 
a number of French generals in offering theme 
selves to accompany the Great Consul in the ves- 
sel which was to carry to this country the defti- 
| nies and the vengeance of the republic. What 
the deftinies of France may be I shall not pretend 
_to determine. All that every friendto the tran- 
| quillity of mankind can wish is, that they may ul- 
timately lead io the happiness, jultice, and free. 
dom of the French people, as well as to the refto- 
ration of those principles on which essentially de- 
peods the repose of Europe. With respect te the 
other part ot the cargo, I have no hesitation in say- 
| ing, that it is of a very different description, We 
| are told that it is to consift of the vengeance of 
France againft this country. I verily believe, that 
if ever Kuonaparteé attempts a passage across the 
Channel, and endeavours to land on our coalts, he 
will find the passage more tremendous thaa the 
passage over the Sryx, so beautifully described by 
one of the fineft pocts of antiquity. 





“ Stabant orantes primi transmittere cursum, 
‘¢ Tendebantque manus ripz ulterioris amore, 
“ Fata obftant, triftique palus inamabilis anda, 
‘¢ Alligat, et novies Styx interfusa coercet.” 


Iam sure that I only speak the sentiments of 
the great majority when Ll say, that the Firft Con- 
sal of France cherishes, as the objcet dearelt tobis 
heart, the deftruction of the essential interefts, the 
independence, the very exiftence of this county. 
These views have been 400 diftinGtly developed to” 
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render it necessary for me to enter into any argu- 
meat on the subject, These views cannot be bet- 
ter explained than by ftating them shortly, as 
tending to the degradation of Great Britain from 
the rank which she has long held, to her ultimate 
reduction to the debased condition of vassalage to 
France.—What may be the result of the views of 
the Firft Consul of France, I shall not rake on me 
to say, for it is not easy to determine what can be 
mmputed to the workings of a mind influenced 
mere by personal and false glory, than by plans 
of real advantage. But, irregular and extraordina- 
ry as was his whole condud, it ts not less neces- 
sary to watch againft the consequences of the mad 
paroxysms of his ambition, than the more con- 
cealed projects of opposite characters. When we 
hear of successive armies and fleets being sacri- 
ficed in the project of invading this country ; 
when we hear that no repulse will divert him from 
his plan of injuring this country, and that he con- 
siders no sacrifice too great, When we know this, 
I contend, that it is the solemn duty of govern- 
ment to submit to the consideration of Parlia- 
ment, the propriety of taking some effeCtual fteps 
to put the country in a ftate of complete security. 
It is on these principles that I have now risen, and 
that I hope the plan which I shall now submit, 
will appear one arising out of the circumftances 
in which the country is placed.— This plan is, that 
an additional body of fifty thousand men shal! be 
raised,.assembled, and organised, with all possible 
expedition. Of this additional force, it is pro- 
posed, that forty thousand shall be raised in Great 
Britain, and ten thousand inireland. It is in- 
tended that they shall be assembled with the leaft 
possible delay, and immediatcly be placed under the 
command of military officers of approved charac- 
ter and experience. With this force, properly 
organized, added to the force already in exiftence, 
I truft, that under the blessings of Providence, we 
shall be placed in a ftate of complete security 
againft any attack on the part of the enemy, while 
we shall have applicable to offensive purpose, a 
very considerable disposable force. On this part 
of the subject I wish particularly to solicit atten- 
tion. I believe it is not necessary fur me to watte 
any of the time of the Committee in attempting to 

rove that the consequences of such a syftem mutt 

e highly beneficial. It has been too much the 
subject of regret, that at the commencement of 
war the ftate of our military preparations has ne- 
ver at all corresponded with the means of exer- 
tions which the country possessed. At the com- 
mencement of the late war this disadvantage was 
fully experienced. At that time the flate of our 
miliuary power was not at all in proportion with 
our general resources, with the other means of an- 
noyance which we possessed. As far as 1 under- 
ftand our present military syflem, I think that an 
important change, sooner or later, cannot be 
avoided. Tliis is not, indeed, the time for infti- 
tuting any changes in this very important depart- 
ment of the public service. Such changes can 
with propriety only be introduced in a period of 


_ general tranquillity, but the whole syftem ought, 


as scon as possible, to be probed to the bottom, 
and I truft. that whenever a fair opportunity is 
resented, it will meet with due consideration 
Parliament. I adverted to this accidentally 

but now rerurn to the subject more direaly undet 
consideration: In the plan which I shall now 


‘Rave the honour of ftating, there are three leading 
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principles. The firft is, that a large additional 
force should be, as speedily as possible, collected 
for the more effectual security of the kingdom, 
The second consideration is, that the services of 
the body of forees so raised shali be extended to 
every part of the United Kingdom. In defence of 
this part of the syftem, it is not necessary to em- 
ploy many words. Since the Union with Ireland, 
the identity of the two countries is eftabtished, 
and, by extencing the services of this Army of 
Reserve to Ireland, a much larger body of the re- 
gular troops will be left applicable to any purpose 
which may require a regular force. The third 
principle to which I wish to advert is, that the le- 
vies shall be conducted in a manner as little bur- 
thensome as possible to the country. It is on 
these principles that I now go on to explain the 
details of the plan, by which a very large addi- 
tional force is to be eftablished. As to the age of 
those to be included, it is meant that all males 
from the age of 18 to 45 shall come under its ope- 
tation. This army, when levied, shal! be imme- 
diately assembled, and brought into a ftate of pro- 
per discipline under officers to whom I shall pre- 
sently advert. I have already said that the ser- 
vices of this body, whom I shall characterize by 
the name of the Army of Reserve, are to be extend- 
ed to every part of the United Kingdom. | have 
ftated the principle on which this extension is pro- 
posed; and when I add that it is meant to extend 
their services to the islands of Jersey aud Guern- 
sey, ] am confident that no gert. can have any 
reasonable ground of objection. As to the time 
to which their service is to extend, it has been 
judged expedient that for ballotted men the period 
should be four years, or for six months after the 
conclusion of a treaty of peace. The mode in 
which the ballot is to be conducted is to be simi- 
lar to the ballot of the Militia, and, as far as they 
are applicable, all the regulations relative to the - 
sembling of the Militia are to be adhered to. I wi 
ftate the grounds on which such an drrangemen 
has been adopted. The ballot appeared the mo 
effectual and speedy way of procuring the levies. 
Ido not mean to say that voluntary offers of mr 
vice may not be found of high importance, s 
adopted to a very considerable extent. On - 
contrary, [entertain a perfect conviction —. 
people of this country are sufficiently aware © ee 
importance of the ftruggle im which we are on 
engaged. I know when these feelings are pre m 
ly excited there will be no want of one wer = 
in supporting a cause. involving interefts ee “4 
portant anature. I know what has been v ie 
a great national cause in former times. I cap o. 
back to the public spirit of this country he 
time of King William, when in less ser "lie 
thirty battalions were organized for ¢ . P 4 
service. At the same time giving the hig or ibe 
dit to the spirit, the zeal, andt Api shat 
country, I think it necessary for me to ~ J a 
it has been judged expedient to follow - Fee 
of the Militia Ballot, as the speedieft and t + 
effectual mode of raising the necessary tg ae 
recollect what took place in 1797, 0n ‘ cea 
for calling on each parish to furnis coe oan 
quota of men for manning the navy. Toesants 
ber proposed to be raised was seven wg 
but not more than fourteen oer” oo the 
applicable to the public service, pbs aoey 

| knowledge of the plan being thus ine : 





1 am induced not to resort to. it.The next p> 


; 
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is the manner in which it is proposed that the 
appointment of the officers shall be conducted. 
On this I have a few observations to offer, I think, 
generally, that it is highly important in appoint- 
ing officers not to resort to those who have a 
qualification to be appointed officers in militia 
regiments. We know already, that in consequence 
of the augmentation of the militia to 70,000, 
there has been a necessity of recurring to the 
appointment of officers not recognised by the 
original laws of the militia. In the late war we 
found a similar inconvenience. I shall beg leave 
to state the sources from which I conceive that an 
adequate number of able officers may be procured. 
The Committee cannot have forgotten that at the 
conclusion of the late war twenty battalions of 
troops whose term of service was limited to a 
particular period, were disbanded. Of the oflicers, 
though a nember were afterwards emploved in 
the army, a very large proportion are now un- 
employed, and ready to proffir their services at 
so pertious amoment. From this body of men a 
very large proportion of able and zealous officers 
might, without the smallest difficulty, be obtained. 
But there were many other channels from which 
officers may be procured. We have the whole 
body of the half-pay officers, among whom are 
to be found many individuals whose talents and 
whose services entitle them to be employed at a 
moment when whatever there exists of talent ought 
to be made subservient to the public interest. 
There are many whose domestic connexions do 
hot permit them to continue in the army at a 
time when foreign service is rendered essential. 
These considerations we cannot fail to respect, 
and no one can doubt their readiness to take the 
most active part im the service of their country, 
if there was any prospec of their taking an ac- 
tive part for its honour and its interests. In this 
quarter I anticipate all that the most sanguine 
expectation can hope for. I bring those officers 
who have for along time served im the pay of 
the East-India Company ; there are many officers 
now inthis country, who would willingly offer 
their services at the present moment. If it 
Should be found necessary we can also recur to 
the services of the officers of the militia regi- 
ments, who during the last war distinguished 


themselves in Ireland, and who, in point of 


knowledge of all the details of military discipline, 
rank high among men of the first military cha- 
racter. I do not think that I am pressing this 
matter too far when I refer to the assistance which, 
may be drawn from the staff for carrying on the 
recruiting service. The gentleman who is now 
at the head of the department is, indeed him 
self a host, While | am enumerating so many 
Sources, from which supplies of officers may be 
derived, I cannot pass over the corps of Marines, a 
body of men whose conduct has, on all occasions, been 
worthy of the highest admiration, From the officers 
en half-pay in this b.dy, a most important augmen- 
tation of the national strength might be effected. It 
may be objected, that according to the principles which 
1 lay down, the same sort of principle ought to have 
been extended to the Irish Militia, My answer to 
this objection is short, though decisive, When the 
General Militia Bill was before Parliament, the object 
Was to simpaly and methodie the exi:ting laws, and 
therefore a“oiil which professes to be brought in on 
very different: principles, and for different objects, 
ought pot w be confounded with &. Having gone 
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| through these details, it is now my duty to describe 
| how the plan is to be reduced to practice. I begin 
with explaining how the number to be provided for 
are to be drawn. For the counties of Eng!and there 
are not much upwards of thirty thousand, which is 
nearly the amount of the militia when in profound 
peace, and before the augmentation of the Supple- 
mentary Militia took place. It is meant, that the 
City of London, the Tower Hamlets, and the Cinque 
Poris, which have not hitherto contributed to the 
militia, shall furnish somewhat above three thousand 
more. Scotland is to furnish six thousand ; and tea 
thousand are to be :atsed in Ireland, as the proportion 
to be furnished by that part of the Un ted Kingdom. 
On this part of the subject I wish to direct the at- 
tention of the Committee te the state of the demand 
for military purposes at present, and during the lave 
war. I wish the Committee to see, what was the 
propoition of the population then called for, and now 
demanded for the public security. The fact is, that 
during the late war the militia of Great Britacn, ine 
cluding fourteen thousand forces, which, however, 
were never properly employed, was equal to a hundred 
and fourteen thowsand men. Now reckoning ior 
England seventy thousand militia, for Scotland eight 
thousand, for lreland eighteen thousand, as the law 
now stands, the whole will be found to be not more 
considerable than was furnished at a time when rea- 
sons for exertion were not so evidently urgent. Oa 
the score of the pressure of the measure, therefore, 
it is not liable to any particular objection.—-I come 
now to advert to the exemptions which it has been 
thought proper to establish. In these 1 have endere 
vovred to keep, as nearly as possible, sight of the 
provisions adopted when the bill for calling out the 
Supplementary Militia was poblished. Ic is hardly 
necessary for me to state, that all olhcers im his 
Majesty's service, that all privates connected with any 
particular regiment ; that all officers on the hali-pay, 
and ail privates in the same situation, shall not be 
subjeét to the ballot. ‘The next class of exemptions, 
is the case of the resident members of the two Unie 
versitics. _ In Scotiand the resident members of the 
Scotch Universities are to be exempted by a Clause in 
their own militia bill, The clergy holding livings, 
and licensed preachers are as formerly to cujoy an 
exemption. In alluding to this last class of exemp- 
tions, I have to observe generally that while the 
principle of toleration, which has been religiously 
preserved since the accession of the Branswick family, 
will be respected, care shal] be taken to prevent the 
repetition of abuses which have been deservedly the 
subje& of complaint. The artificers in his Majesty's 
| dock-yards are as usual to be exempted. All poor per- 
sons having more than one child under ten years, ave 
also to be exempted from the operation of the plan. - As 

to yeomanry and volunteers, I cannot but expiess my 

self in the warmest terms of theic important services to 

the country. No man is more ready than I am to do 

justice to their disinterested and patriotic conde, 

No man can speak of them with more respeét and 

affection. Acthe same time, when speaking of a 

measure, which will operate with such considerable 

pressure, it is proper that in fotming exemptions, we 

should not go beyond what fairness and justice should 

prescribe. Applying this principle tothe volunteers, 

It is intended, that the exemption shall extend only te 

those corps which wore adtually introduced oa the 

day when. his Mojesty’s last message was delivered. 

To this exient the exemption appeared fouaded on 

fairness aod justicey, bot vo extend it might. bave the 


the appearance of pnduc partiality.-l conceive thes 
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the measure which is now proposed to the Commit- 
gee, is one, which if carried into effet, will alike 
support the glory of the country in the prosecution of 
the contest, and tend to bring itto a speedy termi. 
@ation. I shall not be contradiéted, when I say, that 
there is no more effectual way of carrying on the 
contest with honour and glory tothe country, than 
by placing inthe hands of government such a jarge 
disposable force as the measure which I have been 
recommending is calculated to afford. I need not 
semind the Committee how much stress has been laid 
on the war, which was to be waged against our 
financial resources. Happily we have already made 
such arrangements as will effeétvally defeat his projeéts 
in this respeét, and we have now, only, to teach him, 
that if he was disappointed in his views of gaining 
any advantage over us, by endeavouring to ruin us by 
a war of finance, he was equally erroneous in his 
calculations, when he supposed, that the energy aod 
the resources of the country were not equal to every 
emergency. I believe that the adoption of this mea- 
sure, will not only discourage Buonaparté, but that 
it must enable us to attack him in some of his weak 
and vulnerable points, and ultimately force him,, 
instead of looking abroad to the destruétion of fo- 
Teign nations, to survey his own internal situation, 
which was much more precarious than he was perhaps 
at present disposed to imagine. I believe that the 
system for which I have been contending, would pro- 
duce perfeé security at home, and. by convincing the 
First ‘Consul of France that the spirit of Englishmen 
never can be subdued, induce him to listen to proposals 
of an amicable description. —He concluded by moving 
first for an address to his Majesty, thanking him for 
his gracious message, and assuring him of cordial 
support.-He next moved, that the chairman be in- 
structed to move for leave to bring in a bill for raising 
a large additional force for the more effeétual defence 
of the country and the more vigorous prosecution of 
the war.—Mr. WinnduaAm opposed the motion in an 
eloquent speech, of great length, which will be found 
at p. 930 of this volume. 


The CHaNceLtor of the Excnequer said, it 





[ised 


Gent. were entitled to very great Weight + and ; Pe 
was now a matter of option whether to have aha 
or amilitia force, he would have no diffic Plas tae 
ferring the former, if in the present + J derhae 
were pra¢ticableto raise such a force by Dp “ 
means within reasonable time. The see ee 
however, of the objeétions which the right hon Pm 
advanced this evening to the miluia syseem deus 
have come with More propriety in the Cutie of the 
discussions which took place last sessions y on tl 
subject; but, though he now thoucht a - 
strongly to urge his opposition to the measure becanse 
it_ was founded on the plan of the militia, yet he ade 
mitted that the raising of a regular army in hieu of it 
was quite impracticable. Therefore, the right hon, 
Gent.’s only reason for declining to vote against this 
measure was, that it was better to have the proposed 
force than none atall. But, the right hon. Gent.’s 
chief charge against ministers was, their delay in 
bringing forward this measure.—That delay, however, 
was designed with thisview, that both the regular and 
supplementary Militia should be fully supplied before 
the balloting necessary for the force now under con- 
sideration Should commence. Such was the motive 
which influenced that conduct in ministers of which 
the right hon. Gent. complained. Ministers had pro- 
ceeded by a gradual succession of measures to provide 
for the complete resistance of the enemy, and in a 
way which, he trusted, would meet the approbation of 
the House. As to the revision of the militia system, 
he would say that this was not the proper time for 
that discussion ; and he would ask the right hon. 
Gent. how he could suppose it possible to recruit 2 
regular army to the number of 50,000 men without 
resorting to means of compulsion which he hoped even 
the right hon. Gent. himself would not approve ? 
With respeét to the danger of the country he had no 
hesitation in saying, that he never under-rated 11; 
neither in public or private did he ever attempt to 
disguise it. He felt it to be of that nature which could 
be contemplated without dismay, but which no worthy 
or rational man could contemplate with indificrenct. 
To the right hon. Gent.’s ideas upon the propriety of 
raising men for the regular army for a limited ume; 





was not his intention to follow the right hon. Gent. 
through the great variety of observations he had 
thought proper to make; bat he would submit it to 
the candid judgment of thesHouse, whether ministers 
were liable to the charge of bringing forward tardy 
and ill-considered measures of preparation. It was 
now only five weeks since his Majesty's message had 
been delivered to the House, and within that period 
§0,000 men had been voted, and the Supplementary 
Militia had been called out. Therefore he thought 
ministers had not preserved that kind of dignified 
calm which the right hon. Gent. would ascribe to 
them. He disclaimed the imputation of wishing to 
conceal the a€tual state of the country ; and the facts 
he had stated relative to the increase of the navy, and 
the calling out of the Supplementary Militia were 
sufficient to shew that the assertion that ministers 
were Sccret in their preparations, was unfounded, In 
addition, it was now proposed to raise 50,000 men by 

Hut, similar to che ‘militia, and free from two great 

jetions which tha: right hon, Gent. had frequently 
urged against the militia systeme It was to be ex- 
tended in its service, and was tobe officered by men of 
military experience ; a circumstance which must secure 
that discipline which copstitured the life and soul of 
an army. The proposed force, therefore, was not 
Viable to the objections which would apply to the | 
militia. “Mapy of the arguaents of the right hoa. 


there were many objections, the force of which he felt, 
particularly in consequence of our colonial posses 
sions ; for, supposing men were enlisted for only five 
or six years, what numerous inconveniences would 
arise to the service, especially where regiments were 
stationed in America, the West Indies, or any remote 
quaster of the empire. Perhaps in the event of 2 
whole regiment being ordered on any expedition, only 
the skeleton of such regiment would be forthcoming. 
In fa&t, the system of the right hon. Gent. scarey 
ever prevailed in any nation which had colonial po 
sessions, and in this country it would be quite absu! 
Returning to the measure before the Committec, and 
the observation of the right hon. Gent. that it woulé 
create a difficulty and impediment, if not an msur 
mountable obstacle, in the way of recruiting the am}; 
he would ask the House to consider its charaéter an¢ 
object fully, and if any better should be suggested 
prefer it. Lf any member could devise a plan % 
raising a force within the proper time by means more 
effetual and constitutional, he should embrace '§ 
but even the right hon. Gent. himself admitied that " 
wasimpossible. Why then did he i - hs 
his opposition was not quite correétly founded, reat 
arguments generally applied to extremes. He pt 
dwelt vpon comparisons between the regular army * 
the militia, and entirely left that middie course W™ 
was precisely the description of the foice DoW 
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consideration. He highly valued the services of the 
regular army ; but however he relied on the assistance, 
or upon the zeal and exertions of our other forces, he 
begged the right hon. Gent., the house and the country 
to understand that government did not mean entirely 
to rely on these means; and that the proposition now 
before the Committee was not the limit of their ar- 
rangements for the attainment of the objects of the 
war ; for, independently of the means already referred 
to, he had no doubt that should circumstances render 
it necessary, the great body of the country would, 
upon an appeal from their Sovereign, stand forward in 
defence of their righis and independence. Upon the 
prompt assistance of such a voluntary force he con- 
fident!y reckoned; such a force as must render the 
country impregnable, and as must convince the per- 
son who now direéts the government of France that 
it would be absurd to speculate upon a successful in- 
vasion of thiscountry. Perhaps it is happy for the 
juterests of this empire that the occasion now offers 
to shew that any projects of attack upon our finances 
and independence, such as the French government 
seems to entertain, must be vain and futile. Without 
enquiring into the general systems alluded to by the 
right hon. Gent. which it was not now necessary to 
discuss, he begged the Committee to consider whether 
the plan submitted to their judgment was or was not 
fit to be adopted in the present posture of affairs, and 
calculated duly to second the other arrangements 
made to mect the situation of the couniry. If it was 
so thought, he begged of gentlemen to turn in their 
minds, and to recommend the best means which might 
occur to them of rendering it more eifectua!, and 
Cairying it into complete execution, 


Me. Pitr completely differed, with almost the 
Whole of his right hen, Friend’s ideas, though he 
concurred in the code upon which he (Mr. Wind- 
ham) professed to found them, but to which, in | 
his jadgment, they did not apply, He had stated 
before, that as he agreed in the principle of the 
plan, he would not obtrude himself on the time of the 
Committee ; for as his only desire was to render 
this plan effeéiual for its object, he would state his 
opinions in a future stage; but, as he was on his legs, 
he took occasion to say that his objeétions applied 10 some 
of the exemptions, and particularly to the proposal of 
allowing a pecuniary commutation for services, for 
he had very serious doubts whether it would be right 
im any case that a pecuniary fine should be accepted. 
His opinion was, that unless the individeal bal!oted 
should have his-substitute forthcoming, personal ser- 
vice should be required. He decaced that he felt 
gieat satisfaétion at the outline of the plan under 
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military operations. Tothis charge he pleaded 
not giilt\. Ministers had not been inaitentive to 
the means of calling forth and rendering ctticiént 
the force of the country. He ventured to asserc 
that, whether with respect to the torce which 
the war found in their hands, the military situa 
tion of this country would bear a comparison 
with our situation at the commencement of any 
war in which we ever were engaged. It would 
be found that every effort had been employed to 
keep up a force adequate to our security, and 
capable of being called forth with energy on any 
‘emergency. With many of the right hon. Gent.’s 
(Mr. Windham) opinions he agreed, though he 
looked upon some of them as il-placed. What 
he had said on the subject of the militia would 
have come with better chance of attaining the 
objcet, had it been offered when the subject of 
the militia was under consideration last year, 
With respec to commuting the penalty for not 
serving personally, he contended that the objec 
which was to raise men speedily, would not be 
answered. High bounties alone would not do, 
and had that been considered a fit and eflicient 
mode of raising men, government would have 
proposed to Parliament to grant funds for that 
purpose, without waiting to levy them in com- 
panies or parties on individuals. But i was 
found that another syster: must be resorred co. 
It was men aad not monacy that were wanced, 
and it was no objection to this measure to say, 
that it was not stronger than the necessity in 
which it was founded. He denied that the mea- 
sure proposed would give us nothing but amulitia. 
As to what had been said on the subject of young 
officers being allowed to raise mea for radk, he 
denied that any such thing was now done or 
intended. He supposed that the right hon. Gent. 
had alluded to rhe circumstance which had taken 
place since the abolition of the ficld officers come 
pany, by which three more captains had become 
necessary ina regiment. He explained the nature 
of the change, and shewed, that allowing the first 
lieut, to raise 30 Men, Was in no respect allowing 
officers to raise men for rank. When these men 
were raised, it was at the regulated bounty, and 
one half of the money was paid back to the 
officer. If more bouuty-money was given than 
the regulated sum, it was a contravention of the 
orders of his R. H. the commander in chief. The 
raising the men in this way was not the price of 
rank, but it promoted the recruiting service by 
inducing men to pay attention to the recruiting, 
which was not eagerly performed when the 


consideration, and he was therefore disposed to give a | officer had no particular object to stimulate \his 


silent vote, if his right hon. Friend had not miscon 
ceived him, unwilling to throw out any eXpression 
that might tead to interrupt that unanimity which, for 


exertions. 


[Inise Bupcer.]—Mer.Corar, the Chancellor 


general reasons, was so much to be wished for qthis | of the Irish Exchequer, rose. He said, that he 


conjunctere. 


should be under the necessity of trespassing but 
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The Secrerary at War, in reply, remarked 
that the right hon, Gent. (Mr. Windham) had 


a short time on that attention which the Come 
mittee and the House were always disposed to 
pay to the affairs of Ireland, while be laid before 


complained, among other things, that the mea- | them a statement of the ways and means of the 
Sure was tardy and ili-considered. That it was ore for that part of the United Kingdom. He 


tardy he could not allow, for it could not have 
been brought forward carlier after the declaration 


ad but little to do; because he had nothing to 


do but to present, in the usual manner, the cher 


of war than it had been ; and whether it was ill- | and the provisions that were necessary for them. 


considered remained for the House to determine. 
It was’ open to the criticism of all. the same 


right hon. Gent. bad said that ministers had | im 


Although every man that was good and patriotic 
in Ireland must approve the great efforts and the 


tant sacrifices of which England had already 





Yau their duty in regard to all| set the example for the support of che war, yet 
Von. WI, 
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the wir was too young to admit of Ireland imi- | 
tatins that example, even to the extent of her 
com arative ability. He should proceed, there- 
fore, without any general observations, to lay | 
before the Committee che financial statements of | 
the present year. 7 


Supply. 


The whole of the joint charges for England and 
Ireland, as had been stated by his right hon. Friend 
on a former day was 27,000,000). 

Of which the proportion of Ireland, 


in Irish money, was . - 3,602,000l. 
The separate charges for 

Ireland were, intereft 

of debt, Sinking Fund, 

&c. "tA - 2,040,Cool. 
Compensation, the last 

that would be paid 300,000 
Navigations - - 150,000 
Treasury Bills - - 386,000 

— 2,876,000 








Making in all forIreland - +» 6,478,000l. 
There were likewise in the hands of the Bank 
of Ireland Treasury Bills, similar to Exchequer 
Bills here, which the Bank of Ireland, he believed, 
would have no objection to renew. 


Ways and Means. 


To make good this sum of 6,478,000l. of charges, 
there were— 
Bulances in the Exchequer, similar 

to the growing produce of the 


Consolidated Fuad in England - 350,0ool. 
Revenue for the current year = 3,000,000 
Lottery the same as last year = 200,000 





Which, with the proportion for Ire- 

land of the late loan, amounted to: 5,916,000). 
Leaving a deficit of upwards of 500,000]. To sup- 
ply this deficit, he. proposed to raise a loan in 
Ireland, to the extent of a sum not exceeding 
1,000,000], This would leave a surplus in the 
Exchequer of Ireland, which, when the circum- 
{tances of the present crisis, and the possibility 
of sudden emergencies were considered, would 
not appear improvident or unnecessary.—It re- 
mained for him to point out the new taxes by 


which he proposed to pay the intereft of the loan. 


Before he proceeded to do so, he begged leave to 
say a few words on the subject of the trade of 
Treland. Laft year he had intormed the Commit- 
tee that the balance of trade for two years had 
not been so favourable for Ireland, as could have 
been wished. That balance, he was happy to 
find, was now more favourable than it had been, 
though he {till confidently looked to great and im- 
portant improvements, That the balance of trade 
was becoming more advantageous to Ireland, was 
= gp by the amount of the exports and imports, 

¢ took occasion to rematk, that this balance 
was more favourable than it appeared from the 
official value. The mode of account ftill continued 
in Ireland in this department. He shewed that 
the official value did not in reality shew the true 
value of the goods exported, which, where a duty 
was to be paid were rated at their bure value, 


without including the freight, profit, &c. of which | | 
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the place consuming the goods must return to 
the merchant exporter. He had the satisfaGion 
of thinking, theretore, that notwithftanding the 
exports were exceeded by the imports, it was not 
by so considerable a balance as at firft appeared, 
and, as a portion of the imports was of raw ma- 
terials, he trufted that the drains which had been 
so unfavourable to Ireland would gradually be 
diminished. Laft year he had ventured to express 
a hope that the linen trade would this ycar in- 
crease, which from the circumftances of the times, 
the prevalence of scarcity, &c. had in the pre- 
ceding year been confined. He was happy to 
think that this was in some measure the case, and 
that moft of the old ftock in Ireland had been 
carried off, and there was the prospect of an 
increasing demand. Under the head of provisious 
and corn there had been a considerable increase, 
independent of the extraordinary demand for 
provisions which the war would necessarily oc- 
casion. On the head of provisions there was an 
increase in the value of the exports of 250,000. 
and on corn 550,000]. beyond the former year. 
Although he regretted the war, he was happy to 
think that in some respects i would be attended 
with superior advantages to Ireland, which would 
be some compensation for the increased burdens 
it would occasion. In regard to provisions, and 
in all probability corn also, we might next year 
confidently expect an increase. There were the 
beft hopes that the linen manufacture would 
likewise be increased in an unusual proportion, 
The importation of flax had never been so great, 
and likewise the cultivation of this article, so 
important to the ftaple manufacture of Ireland, 
the principal source of its wealth, was never ¢x- 
ceeded in any former period.—He next made ver 
remarks upon the revenue of Ireland. He shou 

not at present enter into a detailed a. > 
this subject, particularly as he should “ee i 
uncandid todo so in the absence of a right hon. 
Gent. with whom he had, on former iene 
some difference of opinion. Last year the oabear 
had turned out nearly what he had oie, 
being about 3,350,coo/. but for the present Lee 
he should not take it at more than 3,000,0 : 
The reasons for this were that the duty 09 a 
had fallen off, as well as that on Ts 
The importation of sugar had likewise ~s ed 
cessive, and it was not probable that “akewitt 
would this year be so great, There me ae . she 
some atrears of assessed taxes — aid ot 
former year; so that upon the age ome nue tor 
think himself entitled to eftimate the reve 

this year at more than 3,000,0001. 


New Taxes. 


the ftatemen 
for there W# 
travagent 10 
propose 


He now came to the new taxes, 1n 
of which he should be very brief, 
nothing new in the principle, or cx 
the races of the taxes he meant [0 ropes 
He proposed, in the firft place, an incre er of te 
the head of cuftoms, and in consequenn 2 eel 

rinciples of the intercourse of Eng this ta 
sarin in consequence of the awe es, 
would fall entirely on foreign comm 


the amount to be ro per cent ocol. 
The produce of this he took at — 
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, Brought forward 140,000. 
The next was a duty of export 
on certain articles. Here he took 
occasion to remark that it was not 
the principle of the Union that the 
same articles in both countries 
should be subject to the same tax. 
The rates of revenue were to be 
proportioned, but the assets of 
taxation, and the quality of the 
tax might be separate and distinct. 
Where, however, it was equally 
consonant to the interest of both 
countries that the same object 
should be taxed, it was desirable 
to follow that progress to assimilate 
them. The exports of Ireland, 
however, he was sorry to say, was 
not so extensive as to promise a 
very large sum. This he took at 
The next was an additional duty 
on home made spirits, and he was 
sure that as far as was compatible 
with the discouragement of the 
private stills, the House would 
feel that to discourage the use of 
spirituous tiquors wis td promote 
the industry and the good morals 
of the people. 9d. per gallon on 
home spirits, and a countervailing 
duty of 9d. per gallon on foreign 
spirits, over and above the 10 per 
cent. would give - - - - 
Here he noticed that from the 
duty of our imports, tobacco would 
be exempted, because it was found 
that in time of peace, it could not 
bear the present rate 
The last object was malt. Malt, 
he said, was used in the distillery 
in proportion of one-half, and 
therefore the distillery would con- 
tribute on this part. He hoped, 
as far as it affected the brewery, 
the tax would not be attended 
with any inconvenience, because 
he considered the encouragement 
of the brewery in opposition to 
the distillery, was attended with 
the most beneficial effects. He 
proposed to make the tax Is. the 
barrel of malt, the brewery in 
Irelznd being subject to no other 
duty of excise. This he calcu- 
lacd at - - - © -« # « = 40,000 
eee ee 
Total of taxes 380,000 
Interest of the loan in Eng- 
landed 3 es se GB O00 
InIreland+ - - 65,000 


17,0001. 


30,000 





208,000 





Surplus - -  172,0001. 
Tt might be asked why he proposed to levy 
taxes calculated to produce so much more than 


the interest of the loan? In answer, be ob-| 
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served, that the situation of the empire called 
upon us to make ample provision for future ex- 
ertion. If peace took place, the produce of the pre- 
sent taxes would enable Parliament to reduce the 
rate on several objects which, during peace, could 
not be made to bear the rate they were new | ded 
with. If the war continued, the surplus wouid 

in aid of the vigorous exertions whch we shou 

becalled upon to make. If the people of Ireland 
looked at the brilliant and solid measures of fi- 
nance, the sinking fund, the surplus of the 
assessed taxes, the income tax, of which the il- 


lustrious statesman who till lately presided over 


that department had given the example, and 
those energetic measures which his right honour- 
able friend had larely brought forward for the 
support of the war, they would feel themselves 
impelled to fullow the same course, and inclined 
to submit to larger temporary burdens, in order 
to secure their permanent interest and prosperity, 
I: might be some time before the people of Ireland, 
tully aware of the dangers that impended, made 
up their minds for such sacrifices, but he h ped 
the time was not distant when, with the appro- 
bation and aid of al! the intelligent classes of 
that country, he should be enabled, if he con- 
tinued to stand in his present official situation, 
to propose a tax upon property ASA War resource, 
He concluded with moving the resolutions for 
the new taxes. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, June 23. (Min. p. 974). 


[Army oF Reserve Bitu.]—Mr. Car- 
CRAFY thought that before the Secretary :t 
War brought forward this measure, which was 
admitted to be only a part of a larger system of 
defence, he ought to have stated the whole of 
the plan which government had in vicw, not 
only to provide a force for defensive but offen- 
sive operations; he meant that they ought to 
have stated the means they meant to adopt for 
recruiting the regular army. The necessity of 

filling up the regiments of the line, which had 

excellent and experienced officers, was generally 
| admitted, but if 50,000 men more were to be 
; taken out of the population of the country for 
defensive purposes alone, it ought to be stated 
how the regiments of the line were to be filled 
up for offensive operations. For his own p:rt, 
so convinced was he of the necessity of « 





pleting the regular army, that he would concur 
in any measure, however strong, for thet pt, - 
se, he would even have recourse for ba!! ing 


or that purpose, ifit could not be done by boun- 
ties. His great objection therefore to this tnea« 
sure was, that it would throw the greatest im- 





diments in the way of recruiting for the line. 
It had been admitted that a sufficient nonmber 
of men could not be raised for the revwiars by 
bounties; if that was the case, it would be ne- 
cessary to have recourse to a ballot, and it would 
be better to have recourse to that in the firs: -- 





stance, than after 50,000 men had been taken 
*32G2 
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from the population of the country, merely for 
the purposes of defence. Every body concurred in 
thinking that the warought to be carried on with 


vigour, and eertainly the beginning of the war was | 


the time for vigorous offensive operations, before 
the enemy couid have time to secure his vulner- 
able poinis. 


Mr. SHERIDAN rose to deprecate what he 
considered as a premature discussion upon this 
bill. He hoped there would be no more invi- 
dious comparisons or acrimonious language re- 
specting the militia, He hoped that gentlemen 
on ail sides would occupy themselves only in 
augmenting the means of defence ofthe country; 
and he trusted that although the committee which 
had sat upon the King’s Message had not asked 
leave to sit again, yet that some further means 
of defence would be adopted. He could not 
help differing from the honourable gentleman 
who spoke last, who said he would have no ob- 
jection to batloting for men to fill up the regi- 
ments of the line. He was sure the honourable 
gentleman would‘not, upon reflection, think of 
forcing men into the regulars, who would then 
be at the disposal of the Crown, and who might 
be sent abroad upon any service that was thought 
proper. The case was very different as far as 
respected the internal defence of the country. 
Every man was bound to stand forward for the 
defence of the country in case of invasion, at 
the command of the Crown, or even the Sheriff; 
but it would be too much to force men by ballot 
into the regulars to serve during their lives. 


SirG. HEATHCOTE argued upon the neces- 
sity cf adopting strong measures of defence, and 
not to wait till the enemy had landed, As tothe 
rising ¢” masse, he considered it as nonsense. 
If people were afraid to mect the danger, he 
should have but a gloomy prospect of the safety 
of the country. : 


Mr. W.E ctror said, his principal objection 
to the measure was, that it would go to prevent 
the establishment of a large regular force. This 
he considered as necessary for the future safety 
of the country. It was the only force that was 
fit for offensive operations, and certainly the best 
for defensive ; for certainly a well-timed ageres- 
sion was, in many cases, the best means of de- 
fence. his was so obvious, and so generally 
admitted, that it was not necessary for him to 
press it any farther. He knew that this country 
could not have the same military force that an- 
other country of equal population could have, 
The extent of her navy took away many men 
from the army, besides the general prosperity 
of the country, its opulence, and the extent of 
its manufactures, were many reasons why its 
army could not be recruited like those of other 
countries. But he thought the experiment of 
recruiting had never fainky been tried, because 
whenever they aried to get a large force for the 
regular army, it was always sure to be counter- 
acted by raising a large force also for domestic 
service; and while ten guineas bounty was given | 
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| for troops of the line, fifteen guineas at least, 


| and sometimes more, were given for the militia 
| service; sothat the people of this country were 
taught to look foriarge bounties. There was a 
great diversity of opinion about the militia, He 
confessed he was a friend to the principle of the 
pens: and was afraid there was a shade of 
| difference of opinion upon this point between 
| him and his right honourable friend. (Mr. 
| Windham seemed to indicate by his manner, that 
there wag no difference of opinion between 
them.)—-tHe was glad that he did not differ from 
his right honourasle friend; but though he was 
a friend to the general principle of the militia, he 
certainly never would have consented toincrease 
it beyond its original number of 30,000 men. It 
had been said, that 70,000 men might be raised 
in this way, without interfering with recruiting 
for the line ; he admitted this might be true, if 
they were raised by ballot; but if they were 
raised by bounty, it certainly would interfere 
with it. He trusted that the government would 
see the impropriety of raising men fora limited 
time, and that they would never have recourse 
to the practice of drafting. He was of opinion 
that we should at last be obliged to have recourse 
to balioting to fill up the regiments of the line, 
for they must be filled up, and he did not see 
that it would be productive of more inconve- 
nience than the present measure The safety of 
the country would be risked, if they did not meet 
an invading enemy with the best force that 
could be procured. That the militia would upon 
that, and every occasion, be found full of cou- 
rage and of enthusiasm, he had fo doubt, but tt 
certainly would be necessary to mix them with 
a very large proportion of regular troops. The 
case of America had, upon a former occasion, 
been alluded to, and it was said that the Ameri- 
can militia were able to face regular troops; but 
the case of America was extremely different 
from that of England. In America the nature 
of the country was better calculated for irregular 
troops. That the American troops were very 
good ones after three or four campaigns, he ad- 
mitted, and so would the militia of England with 
the same experience, be equal to any veterans 
upon earth, though he confessed he “eagigll 
very sorry that they should be tanght 10 the 
manner. Scotland had always furnished some 0 
the best and bravest troops in our army, #1 
certainly afforded the best means of recruiting 
from the existence of clanships, &c. but in oyeet 
to prevent, as it were, recruiting im that wee 
try, a militia was formed, and 6000 men We” 
locked up in it. In Ireland he did not _ 
but that a large force would be obtained, and iH 
the means of balloting, though they were wit 
some time ago, that balloting in that country 
: close of the last w4's 
was impracticable. At the he 
the militia of Lreland was disbanded, and a fe “ 
cible army was established, but it was “age 
leave Ireland : it was. said, indeed, tat ” °y 
would volunteer their services to this wr we 
nut he had rather, for many reasons, 8 
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of voluntary offer. If we were to persist in th's 
timid, irresolute system, against an enemy who 
was all vigour and enterprize ; he would not say 
he would despair, because he hoped such d sen- 
timent would never enter his breast, but he con- 
fessed his hopes would be very much depressed. 
He saw no reason why this measure was not 
brought forward at a much earlier period. Mi- 
nisters ought to have been prepared in March, 
when the King’s Message was brought forward ; 
they ought to have begun to prepare in Novem- 
ber, when they detected the military spies who 
were sent into the country ; they oughr to hive 
been preparing in December, instead of amus- 
ing the Public with delusive accounts of the state 
of the finance, and holding out prospects of a re- 
duced peace establishment. They ought, in short, 
to have been preparing ever since the treaty of 
Amiens, for it appeared by his Majesty’s Decla- 
fation, that from that time the conduct of France 
had been one series of insult and violence. He 
concluded with expressing his disapprobation of 
the present measure, for the reason he had al- 
ready stated, and because it seemed as if mini- 
ters were determined to tread back the errors 
which had prevailed in our military system. 


The SECRETARY at War said, he did en- 
tertain the hope that gentlemen would have de- 
Jayed the discussion upon this bill rill it was fair- 
ly before the House ; if that course had been 
adopted, much discussion would have been avoid- 
ed, because if they had seea the bill, they would 
have seen that there was no foundation for many 
of the objections'which had been made. He ad- 
mitted, that gentlemen were justified, if they 
thought proper, in discussing the bill in this 
stage. ‘The honourable gentleman who had 
spoken last, had spoken of treading back our for- 
mer errors, but how this measure, which was new 
in its principle and unprecedented ia its extent, 
could be called treading back our former errors, 
he could not conceive. The honourable gentle- 
man had also complained that this plan was ill- 
timed, and that it ought to have been produced 
sooner. Upon this point he did not think that 
the honourable gentleman was borne out by 
his Majesty's Declaration, but he contended, 
that ever since the conclusion of the definitive 
treaty of peace, every measure had been adopt- 
ed, consistent with the practice of this country, 
to keep the army and the navy upona large esta- 
blishment. It was open to the honourable gen- 
leman who spoke last.and his friends, to come 
forward last session, and to have declared thir 
sentiments, if they did not think ministers were 
doing enough for the security of the country. 
He now came to those observations which had 
been made respecting the advantage of a regular 
army. Nobody, he believed, ever asserted that 
a regular army was not the best; but the honour- 
able gentleman had himself stated the reasons 
why we could not have as large a regular army 
as other countries of equal population. ‘The in- 


pro oom the country, its civil and com- 
occupation, its opulence, the circum- 
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stance of our pot having any internal war for 
abovea century ; these were all reasons why we 
could not have so large a regular army as other 
countries, The honourable gentleman had said, 
that the recruiting service had not been fairly 
tried, tothis he could only say, that the contrary 
was the fact. The hon, gentleman scemed to 
think that it was a competiion of bounties that 
kept men from the regular service : this he de- 
nied, It was not money that got soldiers for 
the regular service: men enlisted for many 
reasons, some because they wanted to go abroad, 
some because they wished to change their situa- 
tion ; in short they enlisted fur many reasons 
beside that of money. In the course of the last 
year the number of recruits obtained for the 
army was equal to the average number gene- 
rally obtained, and inthe last 5 or 6 months, the 
number had been grcater, although the recruiting 
for the militia was also going on, The recruit~ 
ing for the army Was now going on suc cessfully 
(Mr. Elliot shook his head.) The hon. gent. 
seemed todeny that proposition, but as fir as 
he was able to judge, his assertion was correct. 
The number of men now procured was upoa 
an average as great as had been procured since 
the treaty of peace, that is tosay, from 1000 to 
1200 men per month, But it was obvious that 
if a larger force was immediately necessary, such 
a force could not be collected in that manner,and 
that recourse must be had to some other means, 
It had been said that we had not had recourse 
to the mensures that were adopted last war: he 
had the highest respect, and even veneration, 
for the administration of that time, but stil! he 
could not aprove of all the measures which were 
then adopted, The right hon, gent. then ad- 
verted to the state of the army at different pe- 
riods of the last war, particularly in 1796, and 
contended that it was such as ought not to in- 
duce gentlemen to advise the adoption of a 
similar system. The question now was simply 
this, what ought we to do at the present time, 
and under the present circumstances ? We had 
avery large army on foot, but at the same time 
we were hard pressed on many points : it was 
absolutely necessary that alarge force should be 
raised, and he denied that they could be raised 
by recruiting, in the time which was necessary. 
But it was said this was mercly a defensive sys- 
tem, dnd it was recommended to ballot for the 
army. Upon this point he agreed with an hon. 
gent. (Mr. Sheridan), and should oppose such 
a measure upon every constitutional principle, 
Every man was bound to stand forward in 
defence of the country in time of danger, that 
was the principle upon which the militia was 
founded, and upon which this measure was 
founded. He should therefore object to the 
plan which had been suggested, because it was 
not regular, and because it was not constitue- 
tional. There was one thing he was sorry he 
did not mention, when he was opening this 
measure to the House, as it might have taken 
away some of the objeétions which he had 
inks to this plan; he meant the power 
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which was to be given to men to enlist volun- { us to ftoop to; if it was thought that we had bete 


terily from this force into the regulars. It ap- 
peared to him not to be necessary to introduce 
a clause in the bill for that purpose, because if 
there was no clause to prevent it, as there was 
in the militia laws, the men would of course be 
allowed to volunteer into the regulars. If, how- 
ever, the House was of opinion that sach a 
clause ought to be introduced, he had no ob- 
jection. The hon. gent. seemed to consider 
Scotland as the offciza militum, and had 
contended that the establishment cf a militia 
system there had prevented recruiting; but he 
should recollect that the growing prosperity of 
that country, operated as strongly against re- 
eruiting as in England, g 
also recollect, that many of the Scotch Highlan- 
ders were furnished by London, and that there 
were perhaps as many English and Irish as 
Scotch in these regiments. He would not now 
take up more of the time of the Howse, he 
hoped they would consider this Bill, as the best 
that could be adopted to raise the greatest num- 
ber of men in the shortest time. 


Mr. Pitt said, he certainly viewed the ques- 
tion in a very different point of view from the 
Hon. Gent. who spoke laft but one; indeed it was 
almoft precisely upon those very points upon 
which the Hon. Gent. and his triends opposed 
this measure that he gave his assent to its gene 
ral principle, subject to those improvements which 
might be adopted when it came into a committee. 
In his general approbation of the principle of this 
bill, he was the more confirmed by what had fal- 
len from his Rt. Hon. Friend who had just sat 
down, particularly in the latter part of his speech. 
He considered this bill as being that which ap- 
peared to him to furnish the moft prompt and 
efficacious method of providing fer that which he 
considered as our firft want, a large defensive 
force, and as laying the only sure foundation of 
giving us, within a reasonable time, that which he 
considered as necessary in the progress of the war, 
he meant the possession of a disposable force, to 
enable us to take advantage of any opening that 
might occur to act offensively againft the enemy. 
If, however, he was asked, which of these two ob- 
jects he wished to see firft accomplished, he would 
reply, with great submission to those who seemed 
to have excluded every other consideration from 
their minds but that of offensive warfare, that al- 
though he wished, as much as any man, to see the 
spirit of the country raised; though he wished not 
oaly to see the attempis of the enemy repelled, 
but his presumption chaftised, and his power re- 
duced, yet he muft say, that at such a moment as 
the present, we muft take counsel from prudence, 
as well as from spirit; our firft obje@, ought to 
be that of defending ourselves, before we concur- 
red in the plans of those Hon. Gent. for inflict- 
ing vengeance for the aggressions and insults 
which we had suftained. if we were so romantic 
as to say, that the obtaining a defensive force, 
which would be sufficient to disappoint the proud 
expectations of the enemy, was a consideration be- 
low our notice, if to ensure owr safety againft.an 

who had conquered, terrified, and oppress- 
ed one half of Europe, was a task too humble for 


The hon. gent. should |! 


ter add to the lift of his victims, if we could not be 


enrolled as his conquerors; if gentlemen carried 








their sentiments of heroism to that extent, the 
would certainly be juftified in opposing this Bill : 
but he confessed such were not his sentiments, 
He therefore begged leave to ftate, that without 
renouncing active and offensive operations in due 
time, he was content to see that vigorous efforts 
were now made to ensure the defence of the coun- 
try. Nay, he would go further and would say, 
that if he could not otherwise provide for the ef- 
fectual security of these kingdoms, he would do it 
even at the coft of all effensive operations for the 
future. Therefore, if this alternative was put to 
him, you cannot in two months provide a regular 
army for general service, but you can im that time 
provide a torce amply sufficient for the defence of 
this Island, he would without hesitation adopt it ; 
he would make this Island a proud exemption 
from the shame and oppression which overwhelm- 
ed the Continent, rather than prematurely indulge 
in plans of offensive operations. Whatever was 
the number of our forces new, (aad he believed it 
was more than double what we ever had at the 
commencement of a war}, if we wanted to add to 
that force 100,000 or 120,000 men to secure the 
defence of these kingdoms, and if that number of 
men could be obtained for limited, though not for 
general service, and if we should at the same time 
have ruin threatening us at our very doors, he 
would rather submit to what some gentlemen cou- 
sidcred as degrading concessions, and make our 
internal security our firft, though our only object. 
He, however, by no means admitted that the mea- 
sures which were now proposed to be adopted as 
the means of safety were such as would prevent 
us, when the opportunity occurred, from active 
offensive operations. ‘He said this upon the belt 
consideration that he was able to give the subject, 
and it was one to which he had not now turned 
his mind fer the firft time, but one upon which he 
had deeply and maturely reflected. He would - 
now enter into any discussion upon the ftaie o 
the army laft war, or upon the means by which : 
had been recruited, although that was a co 
which appeared to be completely misunder‘too 
by many gentlemen, and even by his Rt. Hon. 
Friend who spoke laft. But without enteriog sate 
that at present, he was of opinion that, even aad 
the ftatement of those gentlemen themselves, et 
measure now proposcd, and those which might oll 
turally be engrafted upon it, was the beft t ‘ 
could be adopted under the present circumitances, 
even for raising a force for general ervey 
then we had two objects to obtain, the ir 
which was to ensure our safety ; and second, 
that of being ftrong and active for offensive oe 
fare: if there was but one way of attaiming ; z 
firft objet, viz. that of taking a large force 
limited service, and if that could be shewn be , 
the beft move of collecting a large offensive = 
he should desire to know what more could be nc- 

inciple of the mea 
cessary to recommend the principle not 
sure now before the House? ‘Phe Huse was! 
called upon to adopt it in all its details, ~s y oe 
tion was, whether they approved so muc +g . 
outline as to go into a committee upon H- . 
contended, that unless you meant to sina a 
a proposition, which appeared thigh f. 
less they agrced with his Rt. Hoa. frei 
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Windham), that we ought to have no militia at 
all. He admitted, indeed, that his Rt. Hon. 
Friend seemed to indicate that such was not his 
Opinion; but he was excusable in supposing such 
were the sentiments ot his Rr. Hon, Friend, when 
even his Hon. Friend (Mr. Elliot) who not only 
had the pleasure of hearing his speeches in public, 
but had the advantage of knowing his sentiments 
in private, seemed to think there wag a shade ot 
difference of opinion between them, But if the 
House were to agree with those Hon. Gent. either 
that we were to have no militia at all, or only a 
militia of 30,000 men ;.if we were now to disband 
our large militia eftablishment, he begged leave 
to ask, if gentlemen were aware what might hap- 
pen to us in the three or four months which we 
should take to turn our militia into a regular 
army, unless we were to adopt the very syftem 
which was now proposed. There must certainly 
subsist a certain degree of competition between 
the militia and the army, and the eftablishment 
of a large militia force mutt necessarily obftruct 
the recruiting for the army: this was a proposi- 
tion which he was ready to admit; but this could 
not have escaped those by whom the militia was 
firft eftablished, and those by whom the various 
laws respecting the militia had since been pro- 
posed during a period of moie than 40 years, It 
was said, that the eftablishment of a militia was 
incompatible with our being a military country, 
and with our possessing the means of offensive 
operations. But before the House acquiesced in 


these propositions, he begged them to recollect | 


when it was that the militia syftem was intro- 
duced, and to see whether it was then such an 
impediment to the recruiting of the army: whe- 
ther it did then so effectually damp the military 
spirit of the country? It was introduced at a pe- 


riod to which we should be referred (with the ex- | 


ception only of the glorious wars of Marlborough ) 
at that period of our hiftory, in which we had 
embarked the deepeft in continental connexion, 
in which our army was pushed to its utmolt ex- 
tent, and when the general syftem of this country 
bore more a character of vigorous and ollensive 
wartare than it had ever done. He was therefore 
not a little surprised when he heard it gravely as- 
serted that the exiltence of a large militia force 
was incompatible with the exiftence of a large 


military force, and deftruétive to the military spi- | 


rit of the country. But it was admitted, even by 
those gentlemen, that this was a question of de- 
gree, and it was tlated by his Rt. Hon. Friend 
(Mr. Windham) that all species of the force of 
this couatry were good in their diflerent degrees. 
Now if it was admitted that the militia, to the 
extent of 30,000 men was good in its kind, and it 


that force was considcred as necessary furty years | 


ago, those Hon. Gent. would admit that under the 
present circumftances, a larger force of every 
kind was necessary, and if we wanted 30,000 for 
the militia then, we wanted a much larger force 
now. It muft be obvious to every man who con- 
sidered the events which had occurred for the laft 
few years in Europe, that the necessity for a de- 
fensive force was augmented in a much larger 
Preportion than our necessity for an offensive 
force, because it could not be imagined that the 
force which we should want to carry on the war 
abroad, would be equal to that which we should 
want for the purpose of defence at home, The 


| was for the purposes of defence, not excluding at 
| the same time the means of offeace, He should 
| therefore think that it was no objection to this 
| measure, that it left us the means of offence equal 
| to those possessed by our anceftors, He was [till 
| ready to admit, that if we could procure, wiih 
egual facility and promptitude, a large force for 
general service, it certainly would be more desira- 
ble than a force for limited service. He admitted 
that a force that had seen a great deal of service 
abroad, where the officers had obtained ski'l by 
long service, and where the troops had beea 
sharers in the labour and glories of the officers, 
where they had obtained that which no general 
rules of discipline could inculeate, and which 
could be learnt in no other school, he admitted, 
that such a force would be the beft, both for the 
purposes of offence and defence. Butif the plan 
which had been suggclted was adopted, if you 
were to ballot men for general service, did geutle- 
men suppose that in balloting for men you could 
also ballot for skill and experience; if you took 
men from the loom and the plough, was it to be 
imagined that the mere circumftance of their go- 
ing into the regulars would at once convert them 
into experienced and disciplined soldiers? If you 
were now to ballot for men for general service, 
did any man suppose that in the couse of this 
year they would be more exper, more disciplined, 
or more fit to mect the troops of Buonaparté than 
they would be if raised uuder the plan now pro- 
posed for limited service? If indeed Buonaparté 
| could be prevailed upon to enter into a kind of 





cartel with you, not to attack you at home until 
| your new levies had acquired experience and dise 
| cipline abroad, he admitted the suggeftions of the 
| Hon, Gent. ought to be attended to, but as that 
| Was not likely to be the case, he thought the pre- 

sent plan was the molt eligible that could be de- 
| vised. If there were not means attached to this 
| bill for making the force now proposed to be rais- 
| ed auxiliary to the general army, it would be an 

objection in his mind, and he was of opinion that 

an aflirmative clause ought to be introduced into 

the billupon that subject.—Unless it was deter- 

mined to deltroy the militia altogether, there mutt 

be a competition not only of men but of bounties, 
| Ifthis force was once raised, andif 15,000 men 
| were wanted for the army by the end of this year, 

would any man doubt, after the experience they 
had had of the militia last war, that there would 
be any difficulty in obtaining them voluntarily ? 
ihe men who served in the militia would have no 
inducement to cater into the regulars, but that 
fceling which belonged to them in common with 
| every other good subject: they had besides strong 
| feelings to attach them to their own regiments, 
| and he knew that the officers of the milisia felt 
a preat reluctance that their men should chlist in 
the regulars. His opinion therefore of the ree 
sources that were to he obtained from this new 
force for the regulars, was not a matter of con- 
jecture, but of certainty, frgm the expericace we 
had already had upon the subject. Having said 
so much on the general outhne of this measure, 
he would glance at a point which had been stated 
on a former occasion; he meant that of the 








power to recrutt from any corps raised tor a defig 
nite,purpose, which might, if carticd to a great 
extent, render it useless, by undermining its dis. 
cipline: that was an observation which might be 
very truc, apd would have great loree, af the per 
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erniting was allowed to be carried on at all times, 
and indiscriminately by all parties and descrip- 
tions, and more particularly so if that flagitious 
syftem, known under'the name of Crimping, was 
to go on; but all these objections, or at leatt 
moft of them, would be done away, if we recruit- 
ed on given days of muster, in which a regiment 
was called over, and then some were immediately 
allowed to declare themselves for general service ; 
in that way we might have twice or three times 
more than we wanted; and it should be left to 
the officers who should have the privilege of do- 
ing so, aod then, he had no doubt but the result 
would be such as he had ftated. He saw no ne- 
cessity of {tating long beforehand, the time when 
this recruiting was to take place; it should be 
Jeft to his Majesty to declare the time and places 
where it should take place, a fortnight before- 
hand, and it might be provided that no more 
than a given number should be taken within 
the year, By this no soldier would know 
when he would be taken from his officer, under 
whose tommand he was serving, so that he 
would have ali the inducements of his pro- 
fessfon to be steady in the discharge of his 
duty. By these means he thought that the oeb- 
jection to recruitiag from one corps into another, 
on the score of the bad effect it had upon disei- 
pline, would be obviated. He thought this obser- 
vation grew out of the proposition he had ftated 
upon this subject, and that it was-a more ready 


modc, and would be more effectual in its execu~ 


tion for recruiting for the general service, than 
that which his right hon. friend would build on 
the deftruction ot the Militia. He thought the 
matter of bounty which would attend this, com- 
paratively of less consequence. He did not mean 
to say it was no burthen on the country, and he 
thought the Bill should be framed as well as it 
could to keep down the price of subftitutes; but 
as to recruiting the army, he wished to see that 
effected by moderate bounties. At the same time, 
as he ftated on a former occasion, if it should ap- 
pear doubtful whether any charge imposed by way 
of commutation would be sufficieat to ensure a 
production of efficient service, that was to-say, 
the certainty of a subftitute for the person drawn, 
some other measure than a commutation should 
be resorted to; and to speak plainly, he had great 
doubt whether the syftem of pecuniary compen- 
sation for non-service should be adopted at all: 
whether any sum of money whatever should be 
taken inftead of service, either by the person on 
whom the lot fell, or by his subftitute; but on the 
contrary, that every man drawn shall either serve 
personally, or provide a subftitute. At the same 
time, he should wish to avoid as much measures 
that might be thought unnecessarily strong, but 
to decline nothing that was really necessary, and 
with this sentiment he thought we should follow 
the principle of the Militia Law, and» he would 
add, that a great part of the merit.of the present 
plan consifted im its simplicity; it was that of 
raising a numberof men out of the community for 
the purpose of defending it, and doing that in a 
way that was known to that community, and to 
which they had on mo former occasion objected ; 
and also talsing’ Officers to inftru@& and command 
them: ia a way ‘that had beer partly tried and ap- 


provedéf, ‘beeduse indeed, the body when raised 
could not"he otherwise officered. thought it 
desitablé that we'shouid adopt this measure with- 
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out any hesitation; neither could it be objeded 
to on the score of novelty, for novelty in Principle 
it had none, either in the manner of raising the 
men, or in the burthen to be caft upon the coun. 
try in consequence of it; and he thought highly 
indecd on the advantages it would produce to the 
country. If, however, it should be deemed pru. 
dent to admit of a pecuniary penalty for non-ser- 
vice, or of providing a subfticute, it should be un- 
der some modifications. He did not hesitate te 
declare that he should prefer a positive ena@ment 
that every person ballorted should either person- 
ally serve or provide a subftitute ; but if it should 
be deemed expedient to allow a pecuniary com- 
pensation to be given inftead of either, he should 
propose some alteration in the present plan in 
that particular. He should propose, that if a per- 
son ballotted neither offered to serve in person, 
nor produced a subititure, that then the pecuniary 
compensation should be equa! to the rank, order, 
and degree in life of the person ballotted. He 
knew it might be said this was only raising a re- 
venue, and thst it was not money but men we 
wanted; he admitred the truth of that observa- 
tion, but it was open to this answer, that if {20 
were the penalty, the mass of society would think 
it enough for each individual, and many of them 
would on that sum either serve or provide a sub- 
ftitute, and so the object of the Bill, would, with 
regard to the mass of the public, be answered; for 
it was out of them, after all, our army mutt be 
made up, and their failing to produce a subfiitute 
would compe! them to serve, and this would be 
evidence of the difliculky of commuting .service 
for a small sum. . But the sum. of £20 would be 
nothing to persons of high condition: would an- 
swer no purpose, but be the very thing they would 
want; they would pay the sum cheerfully, and 
they would not in the leaft degree intereft them- 
selves in procuring men forthe service; the sum 
therefore which they should be called upon [0 
contribute, should bear a proportion to the rank 
and ftation of the party ballotted, so as to make it 
his intereft to use his influence, to procure a sub- 
ftitute. The advantage of this diftintion would 
be, that every man of fortune who should bappes 
to be ballotted, was turned into a sort of — 
ing officer in the service to save his purse, but! 
the sum was moderate, he would sooner pay 
than to give himselt any trouble. Undoubtedly, 
then, if the sum was moderate, it would not oo 
swer the purpose which all of us had in wew, | - 
raising speedily a large body of mea. The o 
should be such, then, as to quickem the indu a 
of persons of the higher rank to procure men” 
begged pardon for thus detaining the House cs 
these points, because they were more fit for a — 
mittee, but that he wished, moft of all to P 
upon the House, was that we were all oe ee 
the necessity of augmenting our force. - He sdopt 
ed-the House: was ver generally seady, 10.90" 
the plan of his sight hon. friend (the wren A 
War;) and also to adopt.the sentiment of chat we 
honwfriend (Mr. Windham), which was, t'* 
ought to make use rota ee or 
power to increase. our, foe een gill mor 
viee3.and also that we s ae hat may aise 
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there was m> sacrifice either in fortune or in 
person, which he was not perfectly ready to 
make for the service of his country, either to 
preserve its rights at home, or to vindicate iis 
glary abroad, in any way that might be deemed 
most useful, perhaps to. retrieve the loft cla- 
racter of a great part of Europe, if it should be 
disposed at any time to change its present des- 
perate situation, Those powers, if they were 
got loft te all sense of their situation, would find 
an opportunity of recovering their honour, | But 
he trusted, that no zealon that account, upon 
objects which were at present out of our reach, 
would induce his right hon, friend to obftructa 
mrasure which was calculated for our immediate 
defence. He knew the feelings of his right hon. 
friend to be as much alive as those of any hu- 
man being for the true interests of his country ; 
and if he still opposed this measure, it mult be 
because he still remained unconvinced that the 
bill would have the effect which was expected 
from it. He should, indeed, be sorry to differ from 
his right hon, friend, upon this moft important 
measute, intended for the safety of the state, yet 
he had this consolation, that however widely his 
right hon. friend and himself differed in their 
Vatcs upon the present measure, yet they agreed 
exactly in their sentiments. 


Mr. Winpuam proceeded to consider the diffe. 
rent points which had been stated in support of 
the bill now \before the House. He said thar if 
he remained still unconvinced of the propriety 
of this measure, it was not owing to the want of 
clearness of the statement of his right hon. friend 
(Mr. Pitt) in the support of it. There was in ad- 
dition to the advantage which the measure it- 
self received from the abilities of his right hon. 
friend another advantage, and that was an ad- 
Vantage to the opponents of the bill, for he had 
stated the subject so clearly that those who dil- 
fered from him had their way cleared before them 
and their labour sho:tened, since he had brought 
into one view every point that had a bearing upon 
the subject. There were two leading points to be 
considered upon this occasion : What were the 
best means far our defence, and what were the 
best means of prosecuting the war with vigour ? 
His right hon, fricad had misconceired his idea of 
the present case; that witile we were looking 
forward towards eur safety, he was considering 
other objects that were at a disiance. It was 
with him, he hoped, as it was with all prudent 
men in the consideration of human affairs. His 
right hon. friend had said, that that which is 
most interesting to us at the present moment, 
is the safety of the country: Now, there was no 
doubt, that if those two abies, namely, the sa- 
fety of this country, and the vigorous prosecu- 
on of the war in the way he recommanded it, 
by increasing our dis milita 
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| point was, what effect this measure might have 
on the future recruiting service of the army? He 
was not sanguine cneugh to expe thar the ree 
cruiting of the army would go on with much 
celerity at any time under.our military system ; 
certainly less now, since the great bounties had 
been given; the very memory of such large 
bounties, even if they could be discontinue " 
would considerably impede the recruiting of the 
army, for men would be slow to enlist for less 
than others had been accustomed to receive. He 
did not deny that the present measure would pro- 
cue more menin a short period at the present 
moment than could be procured in any other 
way; but here he cametoa consideration whieh 
had hitherto been a great deal too much ne- 
giccted. He thought that theerror of ministers 
was, that of neglecting that which be had fol- 
lowed upon this occasion, namely, that. of entire 
attention to the opinions of military men. A 
military man knew very well the difference he- 
tweea that which was important and. that. whieh 
was unimportant in military matters ; between 
a regiment which had been long and one that 
had beca newly raised, composed of good or of 
bad men; but a minister in the House of Com- 
mons knew nothing of any such difference ; with 
him a regiment was a regiment, and. that was 
all he knew of the matter; and this was the case 
with almoft every body who talked upon the sub- 
ject in that House. But he could not help con- 
sidering the nature of the force, and he was 
afraid his right hon. friend suffered himself to be 
deceived when he talked of the speedy progress 
which this system will make. As to providing 
officers for this body of men when raised, the 
fisft ressource we had was the half-pay list ; now, 
without disparaging the half-pay list, and feeling 
as he did from what had been said already by - 
way of eomment on his former speech, the ne- 
cessity of caution in what he said, yet in speak- 
ing of the half-pay lift it maft be considered that 
we could not get from.that lift, officers of the 
same descriptioa as those who were in actual 
service, although no man would deny there were 
in that lift many very excellent officers, many, 
indeed, who were upon thac lift only because 
their regiments were reduced; some of them also 
were upon the lift because they had heen wound- 
ed, but they were notall the better or the moft 
fit for service on that accoum. Many of them 
had been put upon that lift on aecount of declin- 
ing health; they were not to be considered as 
the moft fit for service either, Many had been 
put upon thar lik because it was not deemed 
proper they should continue active in the ser- 
vice. He hoped they were good officers, but yet 
these were considerations not to be di: regarded, aad 
we should not ceriainly expect from this lift as 
much exertion, as if the same number of officers 
were taken from the actual service; nor was 
there a comparison to be made between the 
progress they would make, and an fou 

of officers in adbual service, and ¢ , 
could not help doubting the ef of. 
source of providiag for, this : 
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were our ideas on this subject? If he could be 
assured that the ateempt on this island would 
be delayed for a time to suit our convenience, 
and until we had sufficiently increased our force, 
and made it fit for action, this measure would 
do well; but as we had no security for that, he 
thought we had better increase our army ; and 
for that purpose he was of opinion that we 
should have recourse to compulsive measure ; nor 
was he alarmed at the present crisis, left such 
‘measures, provided they were not accompanied by 
unnecessary harshness or severity, would be ob- 
jected to as unconftitutional, He said this with- 
out any difficulty, because he did think, after 
much deliberation, that this was the only way to 
provide effectually for our safety; nor were we 
to talk too much of the sacrifice which we were 
to make. Upon this danger, againft which we 
were now talking of providing, what were we to 
say if it came upon us, as it might come upon us, 
within two'mopths, when our bill was hardly 
paft? He was not. speaking with any view of 
alarming minifters, but he wished it to be remem- 
bered, that the bill now before the House would 
take some time in passing ; and after passing he 
would ask, how long it would be before we got 
the men ? and after we had got the men, he would 
ask how long would it be before they were fit for 
service? If we had the invasion at ‘ail, we might 
have it in the middle of our ballot ; and he wou!d 
ask what the House would think of a mass so full 
of defects as aymilitary body as this mult be at its 
firft assemblingr full as it muft be from the 
nature of things, of discontent and sourness, in- 
capable of miktsry movements, and totally unfit 
for efficient military service ; and discontented as 
they naturally would be, on leaving their houses 
and families. What sort of an army of reserve 
was this tq be for our proreétion in the hour of 
peril? ‘Suppose our other ‘army should meet a 
check; was our laft flake to be trufted to this 
army of reserve ? The defeat of a regular army 
did nor prevent it from operating again, for they 
kaew how torally; but a defeat of an irrerular 
mass Put an end to its operations ; it was sure 
to be thrown iato confusion, and to become useless 
after'a defeat. “He thought it a bad ‘policy in us 
‘to put our laft flake upon such an irregular forée 
as this, by which one defeat might be our ruin, 
He objcéted to it, because people might truft teo 
much to it, and might say they had provided a 
security “agaiuft all danger} ‘by providing this 
muss, whereas the’people Ought to depend upon 
themselves.’ He thought that a’smaller number 
of regular “troops would be bertér than this 
mass. He recommended’ to us ‘to imitate +the 
conduct of the Vendeans, who although weak in 
themselves, ‘yet by military skill and prudence, 
held out for years, nor did they give up at all, 
uatd the greateft part of Europe had given up. 
* He did’not, with some persons, think; that, let 
what would be the consequence, we ought to risk 
"Our all'in a battle to save London. . Those persons 
' seemed to'thihk, that, if London were taken, the 
' ¢éuhtry’ would bene Mh ~ subjugated ; but, 
he wrested,’ that’ while we “had’'an army; we 
should = ayn ae Mast’ inch of ‘the land. ~ He 
*saw>iwithis. plan°se wiahy Objections, that he 
vhknew not -how'to stare themowithin a’ tolerable 
“@ompass. ‘He had! asked “howslong ‘it would’ be 


‘before we could get these §0js00 men; and wheti | 
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they were trained.’ He might ask k 
should be before we cloathed them ? 
would it be before we had breeched our army of 
reserve ? He was afraid that we migt have to 
encounter the danger againft which they were 
intended to’provide long before they would be 
fit for services: and if they: were emploved jn 
acttive service tod'soon, they niight do more mis- 
chief than good. - Having juttified his’ former lan- 
guage upon this subject, and dis¢laiming any in- 
tention of offending the militia by it, he concluded 
with observing, that he perceived the general opi- 
nion of the House appeared. to be in favour of 
the measure now before the House, but he had 
thought it his duty to ftate his sentiments. He 
had great reliance on the militia which had been 
well trained, but he denied that such an assertion 
was inconsiftent with the opinion which he had 
given of ths army ofreserve.” He objected to this 
syftem because it interfered with the recruiting 
service, and also because he was aware that this 
body would be imadequate to the end for which 
it was designed, that of an efficient and imme- 
diate military force; he was sure that great dis- 
content would arise in the body on firft assem- 
bling, and that they wauld be much too deficient 
in military skill to juttify the hopes which were 
entertained of them. These were the grounds oa 
which he differed from his right hon, friend ; at 
the same time, if this measure was successfu! 1a 
Parliament, he shonld do every thing ia his power 
to 'rénder it efficient; for he felt as others did tor 
the safety of the country, and only differed from 
themas tothe méans of preserving it. 

Lorp CasTLeREAGH Said he wished the present 
subject to meet the fulleft discussion. He admit- 
ted, with his right hon, friend, that the object of 
the enemy was the subjugation of this couvutry, 
but he differed with him as to the means which 
they possessed of effecting that object. He could 
not however conceive why the right hon. geat. 
should think it necessary to discuss whether Lon- 
don was a primary or secondary obje& of consi- 
deration; nothing but a degree of baseness i. 
cowardice in the people of this country, which he 
could not for a moment suppose, would saffir the 
enemy to advance far from the shore. | The right 
hon. gett: had gone inte one’extreme with respe 
to relying upon the ‘efficiency of regular one 
almoft tu the exclusion of all.other; and hadt . 
gone into another extreme, and contended for 
advantages-resulting from irregular troops, " a 
cing La Vendée; {till the right hon. gent: scart ne 
tended that the present measure went to copiiiy® 
an efficient force. The country feel the ubiew 
tages and’ the happiness which they enjoyed kd 
their presetit conftitution and government, 1 de. 
that it was necessary to make great efforts t 
feniethem. ’ The argaments of the right IAI ; 
wetit to this alternative; that there’matt a - 
much -larget force maintained -in’ time’ "0 i oom 
or that we muft be much weaker’at the ory acing 
meat of .awar.;| He felrthe mecessty Lon t0 
the country so, completely out. of 
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that a military spirit would be infused into them 
which would the more readily induce them to 
enter into the line. His right hon. friend had 
said that there were manvyold and infirm officers 
on the half-pay list unfit for service, but it 
should be recollected that there were twenty 
battalions disbanded last year, whose services 
for a limited time, the > eam of which there 
was every reason to believe were effective, and, 
besides, it was not mandatory in his Majesty to 


were to be raised according to the proposition 
of his right hon. friend, they must be officered 
in the same way. He conceived that no mea- 
sure was better calculated to produce the de- 
sired effect than the present, and that the 
experiment of raising troops of the line pro- 
posed by his right. hon. friend, would place the 
country in great danger. With respect tothe 
recruiting service being injured, it was a fact, 
that during the competition between the militia 
and the lime, more recruits were obtained for 
the latter than before, 

Dr. LAURENCE rose to expose the unfair- 
ness of the arguments with which his right“hon, 
friend’s (Mr. Windham) speech had been com- 
bated. There was nothing, in fact, preposte- 
rous in his supposition respecting the conse- 
quences.of the possessions of the capital or the 
dock-yards by the enemy. 
urge every, topic, drawn from every possible 
view of danger, arising from a contest with such 
an enemy as we have to contend with, as an in- 
citement to ministers to watch carefully, and be 
ready to repel him, whenever and wherever we 
meet him. In case of invasion every hil! ought 
to be a fortress, every ditch an entrenchment, 
and every peasant a sharp shooter. His right 
hon, friend bad been accused of despairing. But 
what was the fact ? He had said, that London 
taken, wes net conquering the country | Was 
that the language of despair. or of imprudence?’ 
He had: recommended making every man 2’ 
warrior for his country, and exemplified its use 

| by the Vendean war. Was that incorrect? No! 
By that war, he had it on good authority, more 
republicans fell, than by the arms of. all the 
allies ! The Icarned gent. then discussed, at 
considerable Jenyth, the nature of the different 
kinds of force, best suited to the circumstances 
ef this country, in which he quoted the senti- 
ments of Sir Walter Raleigh, and others. He 
had rather fight the enemy at first than wait for 
him too long. But this plan-was sadly defec- 
Etive,.It provided no means for the chastisement 
of the insolence of the foe, should he dare to 
invade us, and be, successful enotigh toset his 
hostile foot‘on our shores. After driving him 
back: with disgrace from eur land, what means 
did this bill -provide fad rrying ~ vetbeok 
upon’ himself, and for punishing. his nce 
ra ambition ? “Why, then, you «must new 
nodel your Whole system, and wait the effect of 
€ 
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appoint those only: besides, if new regiments | 


It was fitting to’ 


before you can chastise his guilty head. for the 
insults he has committed on you. He has calied 
us a nation of shopkeepers. . Are we to lay like 
base metal, nailed to the counrer, till he makes 
his appearance! Are we to wait for him ! 
The learned gent. praised the minister highly 
for his proposals of finance, but he could not 
equally applaud him for his military efforts. 
As for the burthens on the country, he thought 
virtue could surely bear to be taxed as much for 
her own support as vice. There was, however, 
a radical defect in this new system of defence, 
from its confined operation, He did not think 
any thing within reason would serve as a bounty 
for the regulars, in. consequence of this army of 
reserve. On the subject of the supplementary 
militia, a right hon. gent. (Mr. Burke), now 
departed from this mortal wo.ld, at the time of 
its. proposal, expressed himself, as he always did, 
in terms too strong to be easily forgotten. In 
his last illness, when he could notraise his hand 
to write, he dictated the letter he should now 
read to the House on that subject. [ The learned 
doctor then read the letter which will be found 
at page 966 of this volume }. 

The CHANCELLOR of the EXCHEQUER said, 
that the melancholy presages contained in the 
letter just read, which. came from the pen of @ 
gent. whom none respected more than him- 
self, had not been fulfided by subsequent cir- 
cumstances, The very measure alluded to of 
calling out the supplementary militia, had tended 
to produce the greatest advantages, from thence 
we had derived those exertions in Egypt by 
which the country had been so materjally bene- 
fired, With respect to the present measure, 
the point of issue was this, the right hon. gent. 
(Mr. Windham) would forego the immediate 
advantage of obtaining 50,000 men. for the de« 
fence of the country, from amongst whom men 
would be permitted to enter into the line, for 
the sake of the chance »f procuring men to recruit 
the line without the adoption of this measure. 
Another right hon. gent. (Mr.Elliot) would even 
forego the advantage of the additional 60,000 
militia besides the piesent measure, for the sake 
of the regular army. Hethought it was scarce- 
ly necessary to reason the question, expe- 
rience had shewn that when the militia was kepe 
up, they had the advantage of the largest army, 
disposable for foreign service, ever before 
known, and that the militia. system did not in- 
terfere with the recruiting service for the regue 
lar army ; but on the countfary, he felt that 
they could nor do such a violence to the publié 
feeling as to enact a conscription for the troops 
of the line, as to force persons to.enlist in regi- 
ments which might be sepr to any part of the 
world; such a measure. would be contrary to the 
spirit of the constitution, and could rend to pro- 
duce thase discontents, which i was said by 
some, would arise from the present measure, 
Ministers had been charged with a criminal res 
missness, but he contended, thar the” facts 
| prowed that they had done all they could for the 
} public’ service, He was-convinced that there wag 
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mo chance of permanent or secure peace until they 
shewed that every attempt of the enemy against thrs 
country must be fruitless, and that they would not 
own their safety to the forbearance of any power 
whatever. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monday, June 27.—( Min. 975.) 
fArmy or Reserve.]—Tue Secretary at War 
wished that the bill might be re-committed, in order 
to divide it into two: the one as it regarded England 
and Ireland ; the other as it regarded Scotland. This 
division would be commodious, and would facilitate 
the execution of the measure —He next requested 
the committee would permit him to go through the 
bill, and point out the amendments which it was 
thought advisable to make. If he should not enter 
into a minute explanation of all, it was because they 
were not of somuch importance as to call for such 
an explanation. He should now begin with the 
clause which prescribed the quotas to be furnished 
by the different counties.—The quotas for Scotland 
being stated it would be necessary to leave out that 
clause. ‘The number which «ach county was to fur- 
nish varied from the regulations contained in the 
militia act of last session upon that subject ; be- 
cause goverliment was now in possession of the 
latest returns of the numbers of men liable to serve. 
By these retarns it appeared that the number of men 
liable to serve in the militia for Great Britain, 
amounted to 900,000 men; of that number about 
750,000 were liable to serve for England and Wales. 
The quota of the counties had been assigned in con- 
sequence of these returns, which furnished the most 
correct means of apportioning the number of men. 
They had also received some information from the 
returns under the Population Act. Upon the fullest 
examination which it had been possible to give to 
this subject, it appeared that 80 or 84 men out of 
every 10,000, of the general population, would fur- 
nish the 40,000 men to be raiséd by Great Britain. 
This was taken at a medium, but in mo case was 
there taken above 16 more than the 84, nor m any 
case more than 16 less than the 84. As far, there- 
fore, as England and Wales was concerned, he 
hoped the quota to be furnished by each county was 
correctly apportioned; he knew of no means that 
could be had recourse to, that were so likely ta pro- 
duce an equal apportionment. With regard to Scot- 
fand, the quota had been regulated upon precisely 
the same principle. He understood, however, that 
some objections might be made on thé part of Scot- 
land, to this part of the plan. It might therefore, 
be better to ressort to the numbers which Scotland 
was to furnish under the Militia Act. When the bill 
respecting Scotland. came into the committee; it 
would be time enough to consider that part of the 
subject. At all events, the whole number to be fur- 


_ nishéd by Scotland was 6000 men.—The bill, as ori- 


geaty framed, proceeded upon the principle of the 
ilitia Bill, and extended only to persons of from 18 
to45. Thebasis of the militia system being perso- 
nal service, that regulation might be proper ; but on 
this occasion it would be worth while to consider 
whether the burthen might not be in some. degree 
alleviated hy extending that provision. It would be 
necessary then to look to persons above the age of 
45, who were possessed of competent property. It 
would therefore be proposed that persons between 16 
pide of a re height, &c. pheule be liable 
: BY Nema fap rY, OF, substitute, an that persons 
att AS being posessd of sufficient property, 
ahould, » bE obliged to find a substitute. 
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The criterion he should propose would be, that 
those persons above 45, who paid 30]. and upwards 
to the assessed taxes, should, if balloted for, be 
bound to provide a substitute.—The outline of the 
plan of exemptions was nearly the same as in the 
Supplementary Militia. He should propose to take 
the 22d of June, the day on which the bill was in. 
tr.duced, as.the day beyond which some of the ex. 
emptions were not to extend — such as articled 
clerks, teachers of licensed congregations, volun- 
teers, &c. Another class of exemptions was the 
yeomanry and volunteer corps. He proposed to 
strike out the proviso which related to them, and to 
introduce a clause stating that the exemption should 
extend to all volunteer corps whose service« had been 
accepted previous to the 22d Junc, and whose ser- 
vices were co-extensive with the military district in 
which they were situated. In cases of large cities 
and towns, such as London, Bristol, Edimburgh, 
Liverpool, Glasgow, York, Leeds, Manchester, aud 
Birmingham, he should propose to exempt the 
volunteets of those places, provided they consented 
to do garrison duty. It would, for many purposes, 
be necessary to have troops in those places, and if the 
volunteers would offer their services for that service, 
he thought they were entitled to exemption. He 
should also propose, that they should be bound to 
attend muster and exercise, a certain number of 
days inthe yéar. By the laSt act, which was mace 
with a view to a peace establishnient, the number 
was fixed at five days in the year, but that would not 
be enough in time of war, he should therefore pro- 
pose that they attend at least two days-in the monih. 
—lt was proposed that no substitute should be taken 
who had more than three children,—Upon this sub- 
ject it might not be impropér to refer to the regula 
tions respecting the Supplerientary Militia. In that 
act there was no reference Whatever to the number 
of children of the substitute. He felt it his duty to 
adopt thé same principle in this mreasrre, and also 
that the families of the substitutes should be provided 
for by the parishes, as in the casé of the mer 
and that the paristtes should be re-imbursed by : ie 
receiver general, out of the public money.—the ar 
| clause which related to the fine-which was to be pal 

by. those who did not serve or provide a substitute, he 
should leave out, for the purpose of introducing ote 
founded upon a suggestion of his mght honora “ 
friend (Mr. Pitt), By the militia laws every rie ; 
who was balloted, and who did not appear i on A 
Substitute; was fined in the sum of teh pounds. . 

the case of the Supplementaty’ Militia, it was Tt 
to fiftcerr pounds.’ He saw no objection to the a. . 
duction of 2 sitnilar pritieiple intw this bill. Heots 
appeared tedsonable; that persons wito were pines! 
different situations with regard to Te teed 
not be fined exactly in the same sum. Het ail 
proposed, that in.the case of persons  saiipome - 
45, who did not provide substitutes or ed itye 
they should pay afine of 201-5 that pais 4 sil 
paid to the parish, who would be colton Bp? bite ts 
events, to hake upits.quota. The wherein 4 
' be authidfised to Tay"out as thuch of that bait ie su 

re ae } as ecessary, t 
providing & Substitute, as was necessary, i to 
plus was to Zo in-aid of the -rate. of 51 should 
the fitie, he should se that & sem iOr | g thd 
be paid for every 101. which such —— mide of 
assessed taxes, until iramounted to" 200 | esque 
ditional. fine was to be paid: to the recev® T , 
i. fs ce. of the ar” 

to. be applied. to the recruiting service | of vou 
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simounted to two-thirds of the number to be raised, | the number of men to be raised by the counties, 
a power was given to suspend the ballot; this plan | should be 32,000, and by the city of London, the 
had been tried upon a former occasion, and with suc- | 
cess, and he hoped it might now be adopted with ; The city of London and the Tower Hamlets, they 
advantage. The next clause was that which allowed, | had pretty good means of ascertaining the numbers, 
that half the sum paid te volunteers should be given | and he hoped that 400 men would not be thought to 
to such persons as chose to serve for theinsclyes. | many for the Cinque Ports.—He afterwards moved, 
This was the principle of the militia act, but he _ that the number of men to be furnished by the cityof 


would propose, that the person who chose to serve 
for himself should not enly have half the sum 
allowed to volunteers, but that he should also re- 
ceive the sum of two guineas, instead of onc guinea, 
which he would be entitled to when he joined his 
corps. He now came to those provisions of the act 


} 


Tower Hamlets, and the Cindgue Ports, 2000 more. 


London should be 800, and by the Cingue Ports 400, 
After some conversation between ALDERMAN 
Coomst, the Lorn Mayor of Lonpown and the Se= 


' CRETARY at War, it WaS agreed that the clause 


respecting the city of London should be suspended. 
In answer to a question made by Mr. W. Smiru, 


by which the King was empowered to model this concerning the reasons Why the age was taken at 16, 
army, and to appoint the officers. No officer was to | instead Of 18, and why women Who possessed large 


command any of these battalions who was not a co- 
lonel or a lieutenant-colonel; he meant effective 
colenels, who go and take the command of their re- 
giment, and not gencrals. As to the field and subal- 
tern officers, they were to be taken from the half pay, 


aud from those officers who might have quitted the | 


army for family reasons, and for other considerations, 
Tt was intended to propose a clause to enable the co- 
lonel to discharge, from time to time, such of the 
men as might be inclined to volunteer into the line, 
under such regulations as the King might think pro- 
per. The regiments were to be formed as much as 
possible from the same counties. Where the number 
ef men furnished by a county was too small, those 
of two neighbouring .countics were to be joined toge- 
ther. An honorable gentleman had upon a former 
occasion expressed his apprehension that they would 
not be able to procure non-commissioned officers : 


| 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
{ 
} 
| 


fortunes were not compelled to find a subsfitute.— 
The Secretary at War said, he had omitted to 
State the reason why he took from the age of 16 ra- 
ther than 18. It was, however, that by the old law 
of England, all persons from ‘16 to 60 Were bound 
to stand forward in defence of the country when 
called upon by the Sheri, and he saw no reason wh 

the same principles should not be adopted in this 
case, As to the second proposition he knew no in- 
stance in which women had been called upon to 
provide substitutes, except in’ the case of the provi- 
sional cavalry, and there it was attended with such 


/imeonveniences, that he thought it wes a sufficient 


| reason for not introducing it into this bill. 


this certainly might be urged upon the raising of any | 


new raised corps. If these men were raised for the 
regulars, they could not a!l be absorbed into the line, 
and then there would be the same want of non-com- 
missioned officers. But this difficulty would not be 
SO great as was apprehended. 
the last war, a very large army was raised, and had 
been very well provided with non-commissioned offi- 


| 
' 


At the beginning of | 


If the 
committee approved of it, he should propose to in- 
clude all persons between 16 and 60, but that those 
between 45 and 60 should not be called upon to 
serve personnally, but should be called upon to pto- 
vide a substitute. 

After some debate, the Secretary at Wan said, 
that he had intended to propose the age to be between 
16 and 45, liable to personal service, or to find a sub- 
stitute, and then from rhe age of 45 to 50, liablein 
liké manner, provided the person was assessed 30), 


| a yéar for the assessed taxes ; but now here collected 


. > ! 
cers. We had now vety considerable resources ; in | 


the first place there were many. serjeants who be- 
longed to regiments.raised last wat for limited ser- 
vice; in. the next place the recruiting staff of the 
army would furnish many very valuable non-com- 
Missioned officers, and many mhight also be proeured 
from the regiments of the line in England, particu- 
larly if the new. raised. regiments should be consi- 


dered as battalions of reserve to the regiments of the | 


line, wearing the same faciny:, &c.. There was one 
point which he wished to be most distinctly under- 
stood, which was, thatno man was to be taken out, 
of this atmy upon any pretence whatever unless with 
his own consent.—Jt was necessary for him to ob- 
Serve, that it was intended to propose regulations re- 
Specting the Cinque Ports, the City of London, and 
the Tower, Hamlets. _The Cinque Ports it, was. in- 
tended should, raise 400 men. With regard O.the 


City of London, with every regard to their privileges, | 


they had been.called upon on former occasions by 
act of parliament te provide men for the pubiic, ser- 
Vice.. He hoped.on the report to. be, able to present 
aclause upon this. point, aid hetrustéd the magi- 


strates of thaseity would lend heir assistance upon the 


_ In teply to some. observations. oy Mr. Pitt, 

ing the pumber, fixed for the Cinque Ports, 

the. Sucnetany. at W.g said, it was his intention, to 
ther 


to the Cinque Ports. He pro 
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that the committee wished the age should be from 
18 to 45, and then from the age of 45 to 50, in case 
thé asséssed taxes of the persons were what he had 
stated them to be; but it was indifferent to him as 
to the ages betwen 45 and 50, provided thie bill was 
carried with speed, and the number he had stated 
raised. Fle had thought that fhe age between 43 
and 50 might be taken in upon the present occasion, 
but there might be another measure by which they 
might be called upon for service, of for substitutes, 


as he had already stated. As to the list, he had a 


clause in his hand to regulate the mode of making 
new lists, in cases where that would be nebéssary, 

TheCrancetor of the Excfreguenr observed, that 
from the experience of the last war, We were justified 
in expecting that the country could fumish a much 
larger number than Was here proposed. We might 
look to the list with increased ‘confidence for pro- 
ducing this number by ballot, because a grédter 
number of volunteers wére then raised, Who Were en- 
titled to exemption, than wecte now in ttiat situation. 

ese volunteers Jimited the number to be balleted 
in the last war. Such of them as bad not been ae- 
cepted would not how have that exeniption, and 
therefore the number of thogt who Were liable to be 
vftionably in- 
creased ; but, however, powet if bé given in 
particular cases to amend the fist, ‘in the event of 
soinc district not being ablé io furnish its number. 
But wiitt. he chiefly wishe 


‘ or gg ot on the consi. 
deratio Of thé comniltteé was, that from the ballot 
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from the age of 16 to 45, there was not a larger num- 
Ber called forth, or very little iarger, under this 
bill; than had been balloted for the militia in the 
course of the last war, when the number of exemp- 
tits Was greater, on account of volunteers, than at 
rres:nt; and besides this, there were a much greater 
num er then in our army and nivy than there are at 
pi. s€ it; so that, upon the whole matter, the risk of 
being drawn now was much less than it was at one 
period of the last war. 

After it was determined by the committee that the 
old list for balloting should be abided by.—The Sr- 
CRETARY at War said, he was persuaded, upon re- 
consideration, that his proposed amendments, as to 


the aze and as to the altsration of the list, were. 


tishtly rejected for the reasons already given. 


A conversation was carried on fora considerable. 


time, which ended in exempting the clergy of the 
estat lished church, and preachers who had helda 
licence to preach at one place for 12 months before the 
32d of June instant. This was adopted in conformi- 
ty to precedent.—On the subject of the exemptions 
of the volunteer corps, the Secretary at War pro- 
posed also to follow the precedent of the year 1796 ; 
that none should be exempted from this levy whose 
services had not been received on or before the 22d 
of this month, which produced a long conversation. 

The Cuancettor of the Excueguer observed, 
that it had not been deemed expedient forgovernment 
to determine what volunteer service would be accept- 
ed until the sense of Parliament shall have been ex- 
pressed upon the present levy. 

It was proposed that the day should be altered 
from the 22d to the 6th of this month, for that it 
was observable that since the apprehension of this 
new levy, the volunteer corps had been greatly 
crowded ; and it was gencrally expressed as an ex- 
pectation that no volunteer corps shall be exempted 
unless some equivalent shall be given for the exemp- 


tion, such, for instance, as security for continuance | 


iti the service, because otherwise persons might inrol 


themselves in a volunteer corps until after the ballot | 
‘was over, and then discontinue such volunteer ser- 


vice. It was then agreed, that the exemption of the 
volunteer corps should take place only with respect 
to those. whose serwices were accepted on or before 
the a2d of this month. 


On Clause 13th.—Cotonet Crawrorp suggested | 


that the men. balloted ought to be enroled to serve 
his Majesty in any regiment, his Majesty chose to 
appoint for that putpose. Ifthe French landed, we 
must have an army of old and regular troops to op- 
pose them, or otherwise they might gain possession 
of London, by which the country would be placed 
in a-desperate situation. A great nutnber of vessels 
were in a state of preparation in the ports of Hol- 
land, which were manned with as good pilots as the 
Trinity-House could afford, and the French had the 
means of transporting 100,000 men to this country. 
He could not conceive what difference it could make 
if the men balloted for were placed in any regimenit 
of the line, provided the service of such regiment 
was limited to Great Britain and Ireland, Guernsey 
and Jersey. 

Tue Secretary at War sa‘d, a power was to be 
given to his Majesty to place the men raised under 
this,act, in such regiments as his Majesty should 
think fit, provided such regiments should serve only 
in Great Britain and Ireland, Guernscy, and Jersey. 
Be raised under, this act were oA be com- 
pelled to serve in any regiment enlis general 
service, but it wes apfnik option to enlist for general 
service, ifthey chose. © ~~ 5 qd, tw lon ide 
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» Mr. MacNaGnren said, he could not sit silent 
‘and hear it insinuated that if the French could gain 
_ Possession of Londcn, that the country was lest 
What if they did possess themselves of London they 
dit not by that means obtain possession of our oe 
and steel, or of the hearts of his Majesty’s subjects. 
He hoped that we should never make peace until the 
French had tried the experiment of invasion ; at pre. 
| sent they held it im terrorem over us; let them try it, 
_and if they did get to our coast, they would receive 
_ such a lesson that they would never come again, 
| Mr. Wixnuam said, that a great clamour had 
| been raised against him a few days since, because he 
' had ventvred to hint at the possibility of the French 
obtaining possession of London: he was happy now 
| to hear something in confirmation of that trom the 
honorable officer who had lately spoken (Colon! 
Crawford), and from the honorable gentleman who 
just sat down, whose sentiments, so similar to his 
own, had now met with approbation. If the thing 
was possible, it ought to be provided against. He was 
glad to see them roused to a sense of their danger, 
which seemed to have been wanting. This measure, 
tardily brought forward, was not an answer to what 
he had urged; he could not see that spirit in the 
country which was talked of; he rather considered 
that there was a sort of apathy, which perhaps was 
in agreat measure to be attributed to the want of 
confidence in ministers. 

Tue CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER said, the 
right honorable gentleman (Mr. Windham) had, af- 
| ter giving symptoms of that apathy which he im- 
| puted to the country, appeared to be roused by the 
| sentiments uttered by the honorable gentleman (Mr. 
| Macnaghten), and had now discovored a similarity 
of sentiment ; but the language of the honorable 
gentleman was that of animation, whilst that of the 
right honorable gentleman tended to despondency and 
dismay. He gave the right honorable gentleman 
every credit for the warmth of his heart, and he was 
| convinced that the right honorable gentleman would 
_ make every sacrifice for the good of his country ; but 
| still he could not help thinking that the language of 
the right honorable gentleman tended to feed and 
pamper the mind of one who was already too pre- 
suming, that of the Chief Consul of France. When 
the right honorable gentleman talked of the present 
situation of the country, he would ask, if when that 
right honorable gentleman formed a_ part of the ad- 
ministration, he did not then think that the mea- 
sures pursued were inadequate to the danger of the 
country 2—With respect to what had been said by 
the hon. officer (Col: Crawford) his right hon. 
fricnd had not said that the persons | alloted 
were to be compelied to enter into the regiments 
of the }ine, but there was nothing to prevent them 
from entering into these regiments. It had — 
said, that the French had tne means of meen 
out a large force—but were they therefore tot - 
it for granted that the metropolis was 10 = 
danger? Was there not a chance that ~ oa 
maments of the enemy would be prevented from 
reaching our coafts, ‘by the exertions of our navy: 
and if they did reach our coaft, was it too sanguly 
to su hat by means of the large force wé 

ppose that by m ) er renidered 
possessed, that the attempt would + seate 
abortive, and be turned to the shame and a te 
of the invaders? Ail the regiments Laos ariel 
the coaft, would be at their respective mer ree 
in the course of the present week. Under r 3 Pid 
sent circumstances of the country, he shou art 
himself criminal, if any thing was left 10°" 

any) a a 
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er accident : he did not attempt to under-rate the 
danger, but he was surely juftified in placing a 
confidence in those great means of defence, with 
which we were now provided, and which were 
greater than at any former period. 


A long conversation ensued in the course of | 


which various amendments were suggefted and 
adopted, and several new clauses introduced by 
THE SECRETARY AT War. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tucsday, June 28. ( Min. p. 975.) 


fCarr. CocunaNne’s Memoriat. —The Cnan- | 


eecrorof the Fxcuequer said that he gave notice 
yefterday, that it was his intention to move that 
the order made by the House yefterday for laying 
before the House a memorial presented by an 
hon. member of the House now in his place (the 
hon. capt. Cochrane), and other papers to the 
lords commissioners of the Admiralty, in Jan. 1799, 
on the subject of appeals in prize causes, &c. be 
discharged, Inthe ordinary course of practice, it 


was to have been expected that no motion of 


importance would have been made without notice, 
in order that the parties moft imn.ediately cou- 
cerned might prepare tor its discussion; and on 
referring to the order book he found that no notice 
had been given of this motion, It was trne that 


the hon. gent. had previously communicated the | 


intention to him, but the House was not apprized 
ofit. The hon. member had interred from his 
silence that he had no objection to the motion, 
and as it was not opposed, the motion was car- 
ried ; but the trurh was, that he had an objection 
tothe motion. The objection was, that no par- 
Jiamentary ground was laid before the House for 
assenting to the production of these documents. 
He did not underftand that any such ground was 
Jaid for the motion, and as the eff&& of complying 
with it would be to caft an imputation on the 
conduct of the Board of Admiralty, and on the 
condect of the the executive government at that 
time, for atl the government was in some measure 
iocluded in the complaints of that memorial; and 
that being done without any foundation or par- 
liamentary ground for inquiry, and three great 
Jaw officers of the Crown being complained of 
in the memorial, namely, the King’s attorney-ge- 
neral, the King’s advocate, and the King’s prector, 
he thought it would be improper for the House 
to order to be laid before it any document of this 
nature; he said this because he was moft credibly 
informed, that all this complaint againft these 
learned asd hon, officers, was wholly without foun- 
dation, and the proof of that the charges were well 
founded ought to have been adduced by the hon, 
member who made the motion. Besides the im- 
putation onthe members of government, at the 
time of presenting the memorial, there was another 
caft on those who at present composed the exe- 
cutive government; aud it would appear by this 
memorial as if they had negleéted to take proper 
fteps on that occasion to redress. the grievances 
which were [tated in the memorial,. a species 
of censureto which none of his Majefty’s minifters 
could submit, because they were not conscious of 
deserving it. If the hon. gent. had ftated that he 
meant to sofitute an inquiry afterwards into the 
‘min vernment ef whom 


be complained, and had laid before. the House 
aR ede 308 ‘cH they had squsepadacied, 
cn regular for 


found o 
theimselves ; then i¢ would bave 
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[issa 


| him to have made this motian, and indeed it would 
have been his duty to move for documents to clu- 
| cidate the subject. But he had laid no parlia- 


/mentary ground tor the production of such do- 
/cuments. it was unfi¢that they should be laid 
betore the House, under an allegation of miscon- 
| duct, where there was not any such, If suspicion 
had been entertained, it was necessary that the 
| fact should be disclosed ; and he was happy to 


add, that ifthere was any thing irregalar in any 


| partof the case ttated in the memorial, it had 
| been long since corrected by hus right, hon. friend, 
and that at this moment there was not the shadow 
| ofground for complaint in these particulars agaimilt 
the Board of Admiralty. For these reasons he 
thought he owed it to the hon. persons alluded to 
in the memorial of the bon pent. as wellas to his 
| Majsfty’s goverument at large, to move that tirft 
| the order for laying this memorial and papers be- 
fore the House be read, and then to move that the 
said be discharged. 
| Capt. Cocuxane said, that he had a great many 
| prize causes to be heard in the court of Adminaky, 
and he was dissatisfied with the manvet in which 
they had been conducted. He complained that in 





all cases of prize causes the King’s proctor muff, 


,be employed by all the officers of the King’s 
navy. He thoughcit was but juft that each officer 
who hada prize cause should be allowed to chuse 
| his own proctor. He said, that in many in- 
{tances the partner of Mr. Heselcine, the King’s 
proctor was often concerned for the party that 
| was adverse to the King’s officer for whom the 
King’s proctor was concerned. He complained 
that these practices were highly dangerous to his 
interefts, and to the general interests of the officers 
of his Majefty’s navy concerned in prize causes, 
He complained of his interefts bemg neglected, 
and cf the proor’s bill being enormous, &e. He 
proceeded to flate all the proceedings he had 4t 


| the Shakspeare and othercaverns, when a mecting 


was convened by him of a great uumber of oflicers 
of his Majelly’s navy concerned in prize cautes— 
which ended in a memoria!, the memorial in ques- 
tion: and he observed, that after it was drawn, 
the officers moft unaccountably deserted him, and 
left him to present his memorial alone. 

Dr. Laurence allowed the motives of the 
hon. member to be pure, but maintained that ‘the 
subject of his complaint was founded on an entire 
want of knowledge of the nature of the -legal 
proceedings in which he had been engaged; these 
charges were brought fu.rward in the absence Of 
knowledge of the true inteveft of the honvofiicer. 
himself; this he undertouk:to aver from hisown 
immediate and persona! knowledge. He defended 





all the officers of doctors’ commons, who had 
been alluded to, and assured the Mouse they had 
always conducted themscelves"in a way that did 
them honour. He then went over all the charges 
brought férward, and said they were entivety 
without foundation, for that “he knew profes- 
sionally all the circumstances of the case. He 
alledged that the charges it the bill were mote 
moderate than the same business would have 
heen charged at 20 years ago; and as to every 
officer being allowed to employ his own proctor, 
in prize causes, it muft be observed, that such 
proceeding would interfere with the picrogativewt 
the Crown—a prerogative’ of great valtie to 

majefty'’s subjects, since the management of mat- 
ters of prizcs were often intimately compected with 
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the affairs of foreign nations, and the queftion of 
peace or war. 

Sir W. Scott defended the gentlemen of the 
eommons, and assured the House thit the causes 
of the hoa, member were all of them conducted | 
as wellat ic was povsible, by Mr. Heseltine the | 
King’s proctor, notwithstanding a gent. in part- | 
mership with him, had sometimes been concerned 
on the other side ; however, that was a practice 
which was unscemly, and theretore he had caused 
it to be discontinued. He thought Capt. Cochrane 
misguided in this case, and he remiaded him of 
a@ maxim by which ic was said, that when a man 
hecomes his own lawyer, he has not aiways the 
moft prudent client. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Wednesday, June %9.—f Mn. 976.) 
[Army oF Reserve. |—Sir W. W. Wryxe ob- 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES.—(June 29) 





served, that in consequerce of an intimation of the 
wishes of goverament, severa! offers of volunteer corps 
have been mede, upon condition of being exempt from 
ballots, which exemption was intended by goveru- 
ment ; and, therefore, he thought, that all the corps 
$0 offcring before the 22d June, should be exempt from 
the ballot of the army of reserve. Dr. LAURENCE 
supported an amendmen to this eifect, proposed by 
Sir W. W. Wynne. Mr. ADDING TON opposed 
this; observing, that the oifers were so noumercns, 
that it was to avoid throwing the additional burden 
** upon the people, that many of the offers were not 
“ accepted.” Mr. Pitt objected to the amend- 
ment, and ‘* could not believe, that any person en- 
“* tered into vo'unteer corps to save themselves from 
“* the effeét of this ballot. If the House,” he said, 
“* were to go on extending the exemptions thus, they 
“ would greatly narrow the means of obtaining a 
“* large regular force. He hoped that ofirrs of vo- 
“¢ Junteer service would come in, to avery great 
© amount; but he was sure the volunteers would be 
** adtuated by that fee ing, which must govern the 
“ breast of exery Eng':shman, and not by any view 
** to exemption.” Upon. the clause tor drafting 
the men inte the regiments of the line, Col. Caaw For 
observ.d, that he hoped those regiments would be filled 
up as s00n as possible ; whereapoh Mr. SHertpan 
said, ** I objeét to any question being put to the men 
“* thus disposed of, a8 to whether they are willing, to 
** volunteer for general service.” Mr. Pitt wished 
for an amendment to enable his Majesty to remove the 
men irom ene regiment to another.—Myr. SHeripan 
repeated his objection as to any questian being put 
* to the men enrolled under this ad, as to wherher 
6 they were willing to enlist for gencial service,” —— 
Mr. Pitr thought, on the contrary, that there ought 
t» be fixed days of muster for the purpose of seeing 
who of these men were willing to volunteer for general 
eTVICe. 

















HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Thursday, June 30th—f Min. p- 976. ) 
fArsmy or Restrve.|—Upon a motion forthe 
third reading of the bill, Mr. JounsTone called upon 
ministers to shew whether they had not involved the 
county in anew war becausr merely for the sake of 
Keeping possession of Malta for a certain number of 
years, while it bad been offered by the French govern- 
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acceded to, would have p'aced ovr Eat India passes= 


sions, and every other intereft connefed with Malta, 


nas great, OF even greater security than if we per- 
silted In Fetalplag it ourselves. He was, therefore, 
joft/f- d in saying, that on the alternative of evacuating 
Malta depended, and was decided, the recommence- 
ment of bofliliries. The hon. gent. next took a survey 
of the ficial fatements laid before the House by the 
Chancellor of the Exch quer, and contended, that 
So far iram their being accurate as to the expenditure 
wich would be incurred by the war, it ould, on the 
contrary, be food that the expenses of the war would 
amount to neariy the double of what they were ei}i- 
maied at. He wrtshed, however, that the calculations 
of which he founded that assertion might prove 
fallacious ; bac much he feared that such would not be 
the case. What then had we to expeét ? With all our 
preparations, wheiher for defensive or offensive war, 
he was sure we should not be able to make any im- 


| ptession upon France.—The attempt was hopcless, 


and the di-appointment of the country would again 
compel go-ernment to sve for peace, What then 
had we to look 10 but the mediation of Russia? It 
was ia van to expeét ary success fram a supposed 
vopopularity of Buonaparté. He might be disliked 
by some, butthe great mass of the French people 
muft even, out of gratitude, be attached to him. I 
his opinion, therefore, attacks ypon France mutt prove 
altogether futile. Mr. HUTCHINSON Said, that, 
Whenever the hour of danger arrived, Ireland would 
be found ready and willing to lend real and core al 
Support to this country. If any thing ] ke discon‘ent 
prevai-ed there, it was comparatively as nothing, avd 
on'y what was to be observed in every, even ihe 
beft governed ftates. The Irish people would shew 
themselves as loyal and united as any set of inen 
could do, and their cord:al co-operation in the day 
of dithculty and danger might be confidently relied 
upon. The only conteit that could arise between t! 
two countrics would be, which was to fland foremott 
in the baitle. Mr. AKCHDALL rose to advert © 
the observations which the hon. gent. bad thrown out 
respeéting Irciand. Theve (he says) government has 
iad sposed one half of ihe pevple, without having con- 
ciliaied the other, This was quite novel tu him ; not 
less sothan seeing the hon, gent. ftand Bp as 
representative of the fvelings aod affections of areial 
If those feclings were accurately scrutinized, the tsve 
would mot assuredly be found as aprecable ana W 4 
come to the House as the issue of a late scrutiny. 
There exiiled a spirit in the country fully aceqeal 
to furnish every means of that defence, and wee 
the time came that spirit would display itself. a 
was to that spirit we maufi null, and not t — 
for whether Parliament assented or not to ihe + gent 
now proposed, their Utice qweuld be of litt ca * 
without the concurring voice of the ot appa CGE , 
de ELAqurere hoped that this force, span yatht 
would d¢ employed in offensive operations 5 ie oa 
what the laie minifier would no: have effected, ers- 
a force such as is now put into the ha ds Fe his 
ment.———-Co!, CRAWFORD Was about Yorke rose 
sentiments upon the subjedt, when Mr. by whieh 
and moyed for the doors to be closed, DY of tbe 
firangers were excluded for the remainder 


sitting. 
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The remainder of the Parliamentary Proceedings, for this session, will be found in iM 


‘Supplement to the next volume, where the PARLIAMENTARY AccOUBTS also, @ 


the List of Acts, for she seisign, will 


be found, 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS ON SUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH THE PRELIMINARY 
AND DEFINITIVE TREATIES, &c.—Panrr Ii. Treaty or Amiens. 


/ . Y T 
(For Part I. see page 1149.) 


ral peace, agreeably to the preliminaries, !|—The French and British plenipotentiaries 
were opened at Amiens. Citizen Josep) Bo- | having met, Lord Cornwallis communicated 
naparte was appointed pleuipotentiary for | to Citizen Joseph Bonaparte the answer of 
France, and the Marquis Cornwallis was no- | his government to the propositions for de- 
minated in the same character on the part of | molishing the fortifications of Malta; which 
England. The delay of the Fnglish minister | answer is, that the said propositions being 
in proceeding to France was calculated to | contrary to Articles IV. and XIV. cannot be 
excite asionishment. The First Consul, | adopted. After long distussions, it is agreed 
therefore, expressed, through the medium oj | that the French minister shall present a_plati 
Citizen Otto; his anxiety to see the prelimi. | of arrangement for the article relative to 
naries of the pacification immediately con- Malta. The conference is postponed uatil 
verted into a definitive treaty, which alone | to-morrow. 

could establish the repose of the world. The | Joseph Bonaparte, Cornwallis; 
Marquis Cornwallis repaired, in the first; In the succeeding conferences, the article 
place, to Paris; where some previous con- | respecting Malta was discussed, on both sides; 
ferences took place between Citizen Joseph ; with an attention and minutenes which might 
Bonaparte and him in the beginning of Fri- ihave been expected to produce an immedi- 
maire; year 10, (22d, 23d, &c. November, | ate agreement: but, on the contrary, farther 
iSO1). It was evident, from the first, that | difficulties arose, both on this article, and on 
the article relative to Malta was that which | other points of the treaty to be concluded. 
would present the gteatest difficulties in the | The best manner of stating the discussions 
treaty about to be concluded; though it ap- | which took place oh these topics, is to insert 
peared that nothing was necessary to be done | the Protocols of all the centerences of the 
on this point, Inthe definitive treaty, except | French and English plenipotentiariés, from 
to name the power to whom the guarantee fhe 25d Nivose to the 18th Ventose. 


Necotrations fora defnilive and gene- ) Amiens, 22d Nivose; Year 10; Jan. 12, 1802; 
4 } 
; 
; 





of Malta should be entrusted. But the seat | PROTOCOL. 
of the negotiation was scarecly removed to Amiens, 23d Nivose, Year 10, 13th Jan: 


Amiens, when the British plenipotentiary be- | 1802.—The plenipetentiarics of the French 
gan to start new questions, and to make new | Republic and his Britannic Majesty having 
demands concerning Malta. He demanded, ; me’, Citizen Joseph Bonaparte, agreeably to 
that, if there were to be a French langue in | his engagements in the preceding conference, 
Malta, there should also be an English langue: | proposed a new arrangement, in which he 
it was agreed that there should be none for | endeavoured to meet as much as possible the 
either of the two nations. He testified great 10th article of the plan for a definitive 
anxiety respecting the future condition of | treaty of peace; presented by Lord Corn: 
Maita; and was not only desirous that the , wallis. [le declared thet he knew no incon- 
guarantee should be pointed out, but that the | venience in restoring the island of Malta:to 
protection should likewise be specified to, the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, under the 
consist in the establishment of a considerable | tmmediate protection of the King of Naples, 
foreign garrison at Malta. To terminate | whose sovereignty over the said iskand should 
these discussions, and to remove every in- | be formally acknowledged. As to the gua- 
convenience, the French plenipotentiary pro- | rantee, he proposed to place rt in all the 
posed that the Order of Malta should be mo- | great powers interested in the maintenanceof 
difed with respect to its composition; that, |the Order; namely, in France; England, 
instead of an order of knighthood, it should | Russia, Spain, Austria, and Prussia. With 
become, simply, an oracr of hospitality, respect to the troops, he proposed (in case 
conformably to its primitive institution ; and, | that those of the Order should be insufficient 
that the fortifications of Malta being demo- } for garrisoning and defending the island), to 
lished, that island should be converted into a | make ail the guaranteeing powers concur in 
great lazaretto, appropriated to the equal ac- | furnishing an equal proportion. In this way 
Commodation of all the different nations | each power might supply two hundred meng 
which trade in Mediterranean and the Le- | who should be paid by the Order, and whose 
vant. The English government would not officers should. be appointed by the -Grathd 
consent to this proposition ; and its. refusal is | Master; care being taken that the officers of 
recorded in the Protocol of the sitting of the | each corps should be natives of the country 
22d Nivose, year 10, in the following | to which that corps belonged. He also stated 
terms —— ; that France and Liigland might concert an 
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an agreement with the other powers, in conse- 
quence of which all the belligerent nations 
should in time of war respect the independence 
of the island of Malta, and that it should be for 
each of them a lazaretto, under their com- 
mon guarantee. Lord Cornwallis declared, 
that while he adopted part of the principles 
of the French government respecting Malta, 
he believed he should make the intentions of 
his court better known, by inserting in the 
Protocol the following articles, which he 
hoped would reconcile the views of the con- 
tracting parties: ——The island of Malta, with 
its dependencies, shall be restored to the Or- 
der of St. John of Jerusalem, on the follow- 
ing conditions:—I. In order to secure the 
absolute independence of that island, it shall 
be put under the guarantee and protection of 
Great Britain, France, Austria, Russia, Spain, 
and Prussia. Il. The ports of Malta shall 
be, at all times, neutral ; and that neutrality 
shall be preserved, notwithstanding any hos- 
tilities whatsoever in which the powers 
above-mentioned may find themselves en- 
gaged. III. The Order of St. John of Jeru- 
salem shall abolish the principle of a perpe- 
tual war agains the infidels. IV. In regard 
to the sovereignty of the crown of Sicily, the 
ports of Malta, of Gozo, and of Camino, 





shall be shut against the armed vessels, or | 


the prizes of any of the powers of Barbary 
whatsoever, every time that these powers 
shall be at war with his Sicilian 
V. The forces of his Britannic Majesty shall 
evacuate that island in three months, reck- 
oning from the ratification of the present 
treaty ; and it shall be surrendered in its pre- 
sent state to his Sicilian Majesty, who shall 
furnish the force which he shall judge neces- 
sary to form, conjointly with the Maltese 
troops, the garrison of the principal forts, 
during the space of years. VI. In 
order to give his Sicilian Majesty the means 
of maintaining the said provisional garrison, 
his Britannic Majesty and the French Repub- 
lic agree to pay, annually, in equal propor- 
tions (the payments being to be made every 
six months) the sum of ———. VII. After 
the said term of six months, the half, at least, 
of the garrison shall be composed of native 
Maltese ; and for the remaining part, the Or- 
der shall have power to recruit among the 
natives of the countries which shall continue 
to possess langues in the Order. ‘The native 
Maltese troops shall have Maltese officers ; 
and the command in chief of the garrison, as 


well as the nomination of the officers, shall } the moment for commencing 
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be open to the commerce and the navigation 
of all nations, who shall there pay equal and 
moderate duties: the revenues accruing there- 
from shall be applied to the maintenance of 
the Maltese langue, to that of the civil and 
military establishments of the island, and also 
to that of a lazaretto, which all nations may 
use, Incase of necessity. X. The principle 
of perpetual hostility being abolished, the flag 
of the Order shall be under the protection of 
the above-mentioned powers. XI. The said 
powers shall be invited to accede to this ar- 
rangement, XII. The rights of sovereignty 
of the King of the Two Sicilies over the 
island of Malta, are formally recognized; 
consequently the Grand Master of the Order 
of Malta, or his representative, shall hence- 
forth receive, in the name of the Order, the 
oath of fidelity to the crown of Sicily, which 
was taken at the time of the original grant, as 
also an oath (similar to that taken by the com- 
missaries of the Order at that epoch) to main- 
tain the rights and privileges of the people 
of Malta and Gozo, as they are specified in 
the present arrangement. The conference 





{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


was deferred to the following day. 
Cornwallis, J. Bonaparte. 
PROTOCOL. 

Amiens, 28th Nivose, Year 10, 18th Jan. 
1802.—The plenipotentiaries of the French 
Republic and his Britannic Majesty having 
met, Citizen Joseph Bonaparte proposed to 


Majesty. | pursue the discussion relative to Malia. He 


declared that, animated with the desire of : 
prompt conciliation, his government woul¢ 


| renounce a part of the articles which it had 


proposed, and admit several of those in the 
project presented by the British minister j 
that as to the IIId, 1Vth, and Xth articies, 
relative to the abolition of the principle va 
perpetual warfare against infidels, and os 
stipulation which (as their consequence) ar 
open to them the ports of Malta, it conceive 


, Lee 
| that those articles, though conformable to the 


soundest ideas, would nevertheless meet with 





{ 
| Barbary. 


| 





many obstacles on the part of the states pos 
_ sessing Maltese langues, unless a reciprociy 
were established on the part of the statcs 
But, in the present system of hos 
tilities, how can it be proposed to =m 
powers to supply the Order of Maita, ra 
| ports would offer an asylum to their enemies, 


| and a station where the Barbary corsairs wou 


lye in wait for the mercantile vessels ” 
'came out of the ports of Sicily, the Adriatic, 


; is this 
la > On the other side, 15 ¢ 
| and the Levant «discussion 


belong to the Grand Master of the Order. | which affects so many different ad 
Vill. There shall be established a Maltese | the solution of which could not fail tor 


langue, which shall be maintained by the | the conclusion of a work expected 


2 ; Pa Gee P * F N rt 
territorial revenues and the commercial duties | nations with too much impatience to per 


of the island. IX. The ports of Malta shall tits progress to be interrupted by access) 
} 
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Lord Cornwallis has reserved to himself to 
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objects? It seems proper to leave it to the 
wisdom of the two governments to choose the 
moment when, secure from all the existing 
prejudices, it will be an easier task to attempt 
the abolition of a system proscribed by the 
liberal principles which direct the two na- 
tions. ‘The following articles may conciliate 
the rights and the interests of all parties. 
Art. I]. The islands of Malta, of Gozo, and of 
Camino, shall be restored to the Order 
of St. John of Jerusalem. II. The Knights 
of that Order shall be invited to repair 
thither, as soon as the ratifications of the pre- 
sent treaty shall have been exchanged. They 
shall there assemble in a general chapter, and 
proceed, within the space of three months, to 
the election of a Grand Master, should such 
choice not have been made on the continent 
before that epoch. III. The forces of his 
Britannic Majesty shall evacuate the island 
and its dependencies within three months after 
the exchange of the ratificalions: it shall be 
restored to the Order in the state in which it 
now is. IV. There shall be established a 
Maltese langue, which shall be maintained 
by the territorial revenues and commercial 
duties of the island. V. One-half of the gar- 
rison, at least, must always be composed of 
Maltese ; for the remainder, the Order shall 
have power to recruit among the natives of 
the countries which continue to possess 
langues. The Maltese troops shall have Mal- 
tese officers. The chicf command of the 
garrison, as also the nomination of the offi- 


cers, shall belong to the Grand Master of | 


the Order. VI. The island is put under the 


protection an¢ guarantee of France, Great | 


Britain, Austria, Russia, Spain, and Prussia. 
Vif. The permanent neutrality of the Order 
of Malta is proclaimed. VIII. The ports of 
Malta shall be open to the commerce and na- 
vigation of all nations, who shall therein pay 
€qual and moderate duties. Those duties 
shall be applied to the maintenance of the 
Maltese langue, the civil and miltary esta- 
blishments of the island, and also to that of 
a general lazaretto, open to all flags. 
powers of Barbary are alone excepted from | 
the dispositions of the preceding article, until 
they themselves shall have renounced their | 
system of habitual hostility. In this case the | 
contracting parties engage to preserve for | 
them the enjoyment of the same rights in 
Malta with every other nation. X. The Or- 
der shall continue to be governed, both as to 
spiritual and temporal affairs, by the same 
statutes which were in force at its departure 
from Malta. XI. The powers whose gua- 
rantee is invoked in the 6th article, are in- 
vited to accede to the present arrangement. 
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| answer the antecedent proposition, at an. 
| early conference. . Bonaparte. 
| PROTOCOL. j 
Amiens, 29th Nivose, year 10,—-19, Jan. 1802. 
—The plenipotentiaries of France and Eng- 
land, having met for the continuation of their 
labours, observed, that both nations must ex- 
pect, with equal impatience, the signing of the 
definitive treaty; and that the only means of 
a(taining that object was doubtless to inform 
each other mutually, and without delay, of the 
points which each of the governments was 
disposed no longer to contest. Lord Corn- 
wallis instantly aeclared that he consented to 
adopt the form of the preamble employed in 
past treaties between the French Republic 
'and other powers. Fle likewise consented to 
stipulate in the definitive treaty, the mainte- 
nance of the privileges, ranks, and preroga- 
tives, enjoyed by ambassadors, ministers, and 
other agents of the contracting powers, before 
the war. As to what related to—1. The ex- 
change of the islands of St. Pierre and Mi- 
quclon for a part of the island of Newfound- 
land,—2. The cession of an establishment for 
the fishery in the Malouine isles,—3. The 
neutrality of fishers in time of war; Lord 
Cornwaliis said, that these articles having 
been presented and rejected before the sign- 
ing of the preliminaries, could not be re-pro- 
duced with greater success, Citizen Joseph 
Bonaparte, in his turn, declared that he de- 
| sisted from the demands relative to the above 
| three articles. Lord Cornwallis then declared, 
that his government could not consent to the 
abolition of salutes at sea, because that was 
| unprecedented, and had no connection with 
‘the present war. He demanded from what 
motive the French government, in itscounter- 
project of treaty, affectedly detailed all the 
restitutions which were to be the result of 
peace; whilst it was more simple and more 
proper to place the parties in the same 
| state as before the war. Citizen Joseph Bo- 
naparte replied,—1. That salutes at sea being 
a source of pretensions and disputes, it ap- 











| 
1X. The | peared proper to stipulate their abolition, 
| 2. Twat the nominal description of the objects 


to be restored, had for its object to make 
known, by a single law, the positive state of 
the contracting nations, so as to have no longer 
any occasion to recur toanterior treaties. He 
added, that notwithstanding the merit of the 
considerations relative to these two articles, 
his government was disposed also to desist 
from them in favour of peace. Lord Corn- 
wallis demanded, that the article relative 
to the sequestrations should be inserted lite- 
rally in the definitive treaty as it stood in the 
reliminaries, and in the project presented b 
isgovernment. He observed, that the addi- 
*Jii2 tional 
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tional clause of the counter-proiect which says, | 
that * English creditors in Fraace cannot Be 
more favoured than the French themselves,’ 
would be prejudicial to the English nation, | 
inasmuch as the English government had not | 
touched the property, the effects, or the funds | 
of any Frenchman; that of France, on the 
contrary, had seized all that the English sh had | 
in France, and had made only imaginary re- 
imbursements. Whatever right the Fr ench | 
governinent had to proceed in this manner 
towards French citizens, aceprding to the law 
of circumstances, it could not so dispose of | 
what belonged to the English. Citizen Joseph 
Bonaparte took this article ad re ferendum— 
Lord Cornwallis then sceniaing's ig to repl ly to 
the demands made by citizen Joseph Bona- 
parte, relative to the augmentation of the 
French territory and commerce >in India, said, 
That the conditions proposed by Fyance would 
roduce endless discussions, and that the E ng- 
fish government persisted in the return to the 
same state in which both nations were before 
the war. Citizen Joseph weap. observed, 
thai the pure and simple restitution of the 
French possessions jn India, being rather to 
be considered as a charge than a benefit, it 
would be natural enough that France should 
insist upon her demands relative to important 
ameliorations; but that this government, wish- 
ing to accelerate the epoch “of a peace so de- 
sirable for the whole world, insjsted only on 


the following dispositions: —1. That England ! 


Shall give up, or cause to be given up to Fran “Ait 
the seven Joukans, or to! ls of Ville ‘hour; 14S- 


much as the district of Villehour forming pi | 


of the territory of Pondicherry, was granted 
without any reserve or coat ‘ction, 
Soubah of Dekan and the Nabob of Arcot, to 
the French en Inia Company. That the 
treaty of 1783 confirmed this property, (and 
that, too, without any restricti ion,) and yet 


France has the dissatisfaction still to see, that | 


duties, to her burdenso: me, and extremely in- 
convenient, are levied in her own territ: TY, 
in the name of a foreign power. A remon. 
strance was presented upon this subject in 
1785, by Messrs. De ner and Couianceau 
to Lord Macartney, who answered, that the 


joukans in question formed part of the ancient | 


district of Valdahour, and belonged to the 
Nabob of Arcot. It was replied, that the 
district of Vilhehour had, itself, formed part 
of the district of Valdahour ; and yet that, 
since the grant and confirmation above men- | 
tioned, it had formed a district completely 
separate ; that, consequenily, each proprictory 
nation should enjoy the accessories of its por- 
tion. Nothing was decided with respect to 
this just demand, by the explanatory conven- 
tion of 1787; and ‘it is ho 


rv that it will at 
length be done j Justice to. 2. That England 
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| shall consent to exchange the district of Val. 
dahour for that of Bahour, which belongs to 
| France; inasmuch as this arrangement, which, 
it is said, was to have been made at the time 
| of the treaty of 1783, would secure to the in- 
| habitants of Pondicherry the articles of the 
first necessity; and that, without requiring an 
important sacrifice, it would terminate conti- 
| nually reviving difficulties. 3. That at the 
period of the restitution of Yanaon, France 
| shall also be put in possession of the tra 
he ‘hich always belonged to her, on the leit 
bank of the Corine uy, where the merchan. 
| dize intended for Yanaon is embarked; and 
| as the river has successively encroached upon 
| 





the greater part of the tiact where the work- 
shops are situated, there shall be granted an 
equivalent tract on the opposite bank; so that 
the weavers driven out by the inundations, 
may still ind-an asylum. And that, in exe- 
cution of the treaties of 1783 and 17 
French mav have, for the trade carried on by 

them on the coast of C oromandel, and parti- 
' cularly for the execuiion of their contracts in 
the interior of the country, the same means 
| of security and protection asin beng l. 4. Trat 
| on the Malabar coast, Fran ce, in eniering - 0 
| possession of Mahe and iis dependencies, shail 
| equally recover the petty {erritor ry of C ourchy, 

< hich has always belonged to her since the 
| 


PP ; 2 
= 
Og UIC 


cession made by the king of Colastric, to M. 
Mahe de Labourdennaye, and of which” ip 
poo Sultaun never had a right to dispoce in 
‘favour of the English, as he was not the pro- 
| prietor of it; and, lastlv, that France should 
! have permission to establish factory at Alep 
should she think proper, in order to hav. 
share of the pepper trade in the country of 
the King of ‘lravancore. Lord Cornwallis 
said, tha at he reserved himself to agrthabe n 
the subsequent conierences, the dem 
above stated. Citizen Jose ph Bonz apar, i 
bein 1g able to lose sight of the importa 
ticle cf the fishery, stated that Frar rai in rc: 
nouncing the XI, Nil, XI and Xi\ 

cles of her counter-projet, bad only reserv d 
to herself to prop 103 e modificati rb 
| from experieace scem to be indispens2 4 
| which had been foreseen by the XU Ith : articit 


‘ 


-_ 


_ 


_of the preliminaries; wherein it is said, 

in the definitive treaty, just or reciproca’ ; 
| advantageous arrang ements shall be take n, t0 
place the fishery of the two nations in <= an 
| best adapted for maintaining ale oe 
charged to demand according wre tet 
French fishermen of the island ee ss 
iand, shall he pretected in the same 0 4 il 
the English themselves. 2. That France, merci! a 
she deem it proper, sha ali have a com ee se 
agent at St. Joha. 3. That, in virtue 


veral treaties, we shall have. the right + yn 
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coasts which have been assigned to her, inas- | 


much as, when she ceded the property of the 
island of Newfoundland, under the reserve of 
fishing within a determined extent, she did not 
impose upon herself the condition of not fish- 
ing but a certain kind of fish, and during a par- 
ticular season of the year, but only that of not 

eing at liberty to fortify any place, nor to 
erect any building, except the scaffolds and 
huts necessary for drying the fish. That 
hence necessarily result several tacit rights, 

viz. the right of cutting wood, erecting “hos- 
pitals on shore, and providing for the first ne- 
cessities of life; in fine, the right of leaving 
persons to protect the boats and utensils of 
the fishery. The greater part of these rights 
have been frequently contested, and fre- 
quently recognized, since the Court of Lon- 
den has, on ” different occasions, eranted in- 
demnities to the French praprietors ot boats, 
which had been burnt or destroyed by the 
E nglish; but it is to be apprehended, that the 

ame subjects of dispute may recur, unless a 
remedy is provided by precise dispositions. 
The French Government observes, that the 
islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon are about 
to be restored toher, entirely ravaged by the 
consequences of the war; that it, conse- 
quently, 
formerly given tothe French, of cutting wood | 
in the bay of St. Geor ge, which i is ata dis- 


tance from all their establishments, shall be | 


applicable to the bays of Fortune or Despair. 
Lord Cornwallis reserved himself to consult 
his government, and the conference was ad- 
journed to the Soliow' ing day. J. Bonaparte. 
PROTOCOL. 

Amicns, 7 Pluviose, Year 10, 27 Jan. 1802.— 
The Plenipotentiaries of the French Repub- 
lic, and his Britannic Majesty, after havine 
anew discussed several points, on which no- 
thing could be determined without waiting 


for the decis sion of cheir respective govern- 


ments, conceived that, to accelerate the labour 
with which they were charged, they ought, 
without further del lay, to agree as to the form 
and wording of several articles already vy agreed 
upon as to their substance. Ac cordingly they 
drew up the following articles: 

TREATY OF ante By &c. 

The First Consul of the French Republic, 
in the name of the French peopie, and his 
Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ircland, &c. being animated 
with an equal desire to put an end to the cala- | 
mities of war, have laid the foundation of 
peace in the preliminary articles signed at 
London, the 9th Vendemiaire, year Iv, 
[ist Oct. 1801.] And as, by the XVth art. 
of the said preliminaries, it has been stipu- 
lated, that ple pnipotentiaries should be named | 
on vach side, who should proceed to Amiens 


NEGOTIATION witra ENGLAND. 


for the purpose of concluding a definitive 
treaty, in concert with the allics of the can- 
tracting powers;—The First Consul of the 
French Republic, in the name of the French 
people, has named citizen Joseph Bonaparte; 
and his Britannic Majesty, the Marquis Corn- 
wallis. His Majesty the King of Spain, the 
Indies, &c. and the Batavian Republic, atter 

having acceded to the preliminaries, have 
named for their plenipotentiaries, viz. His 
Catholic Majesty, the Chevalier d’Azara; and 
the Batavian Republic, the Sieur Schimmel- 
penninck, &e. Who, after having duly com- 
municated to each other their full powers, as 
transcribed at the end of the pres eat treaty, 
have agreed upon the following articles :— 
Art. There shall be peace, frie *ydshi ip, and 
good understanding between the French Re- 
publi Cy his Majesty the King of of ain, his 
heirs and successors, and the Batavi: : Repub 

lic, on the one part; and his Majesty the 
King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, his heirs and successors, on the 





hopes to obtain that the permi ssion | 


other part. The contracting parties shall give 
the greatest attention to maintain between 
themselves and their states a pericct harmo- 
iny, without allowing, on either side, any 
| kind of hostilines, by sea or by land, for any 
cause, or under any pretence wh atsoever. 
They shall carefully avoid every thing which 
| might hereafter aifect the union, happilw 
establis shed, and th ey shall not atto rd any 
assistance or p rote isn, directly or indirect! ‘5 
to those w “ o should cause orejucd lice lo any of 
them. His Britannic Majesty restores 
to the pak Republic, 
namely, his Catholic Majesty and the Ba ila 
vian Republic, all the posses sions and colonies 
which belonged to them respectively, and 
which had been oc cupied or conquered b ¥ 
the British torces in the course of the nresent 
War, with the exception of the island of Tri. 
nidad, and the Dutch possessions in the island 
of Ceylon. Art. The territories, possessions, 
| and rights of the Sublime Porte, are main- 
ltained in their integrity, such 2s they were 
before the war. Art. The limits of French 
and Portuguese Guiana shall be determined 
by the river Arawari, which falls into the 
ocean below the North Cape, near Isle 
Neuve, and the island of Penitence, about a 
degree and one third of north latitude. These 
limits shall follow the course of the river 
Arawari, from that of its mouth, which is 
at the greatest distance from the north Cape, 
to its source, and thence ina direct line from 
its source, to the river Branco towards the 
West. The northern bank ¢f the river Ara- 
wari, from its mouth to its source, and the 
| lands which are situated to the north of the 
line of the limits above fixed, shall conse- 
| queutly belong iadullsovercignty tothe Freach 


na ler allies; 


| 
| 
| 
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Repulic. The southern bank of the said 
river, from its source, and all the lands to 
the southward of the said line of demarkation, 
shall belong to her most Faithful Majesty. 
The navigation of the river Arawari, through- 
out the whole of its course, shall be com- 
mon to both nations. 
the Seven Islands is acknowledged. Art. 
‘The evacuations, possessions, and restitutions 
stipulated for by the present treaty, shall 
ake place in Europe, within —————-,; in 
the continent and seas of America, and of 
Africa, within three months; and in the con- 
tinent and seas of Asia, within six months 


Art. The Republic of 
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Mediterranean; two months from the said 
Canary Islands as far as the Equator ; and 
lastly, five months in all other parts of the 
world, without any exception, or any more 
particular description of time or place. Art. 
The ambassadors, ministers, and other agents 





| of the contracting powers, shall enjoy, re- 


after the ratification of the present definitive | 
Shall be exchanged in due form at Paris. 


treaty. Art. Inall the cases of restitution 
azreed upon by the present treaty, the forti- 


fications shall be delivered up in the state in | 
which they may have been at the time of the | 


signature of the preliminary treaty ; and all 
the works which shall have been construct- 


ed since the occupation, shall remain un- | 


touched. 
cases of cession stipulated in the present 
treaty, there shall be allowed to the inhabi- 


It is farther agreed, that in all the | 


tants, of whatever condition or nation they | 
may be, a term of three yeurs, to be com- | 


puted from the notification of the present de- 
finitive treaty of peace, for the purpose of 
disposing of their property, acquired and 
possessed, cither before or during the war; 
11 which term of three years they may have 
the free exercise of their religion, and the 
enjoyment of their property. The same pri- 
vilege is granted, in the countries restored, 
to all those who shall have made therein any 
establishments whatsoever, during the time 
those countries were in the possession of 
Great Britain. With respect to the inhabi- 
tants of the countries restored or ceded, it is 
agreed that none of them shall be prosecuted, 
disturbed, or molested in their persons or 
properties, under anv pretext, on account of 
their conduct or political opinions, or of their 
atiachment to any of the contracting powers, 
nor on any other account, except that of 
debts contracted to individuals, or on account 
of acts posterior to the present definitive 
treaty. Art. In order to prevent all causes 
of complaint and dispute which may arise on 
account of prizes which may have been made 
at sea after the signature of the preliminary 
articles, it is reciprocally agreed, that the 
vessels and effects which may have been 
taken in the British Channel, and in the 
North Sea, after the space of twelve days, to 
be computed from the exchange of the rati- 
fications of the said preliminary articles, shall 
be restored on each side ; that the term shall 
be one month from the British Channel and 
the North Seas, as far as the Canary Islands, 
inclusively, whether in the ecean or in the 


| der the orders of the Grand Master. 


spectively, in the states of the said powers, 
the same rank, privileges, prerogatives, and 
immunities, which public agents of the same 
class, delegated by the contracting powers, 
enjoyed previous to the war. Art. The pre- 
sent treaty shall be ratified by the contract- 
ing powers in the space of twenty days, or 
sooner, if possible. And the ratifications 


Joseph Bonaparte, Cornwallis. 
PROTOCOL, 

Amiens, 8th Pluviose, Year 10, Jan. 28, 
1802.—The following article has been agreed 
upon by the French, English, and Batavian 
ambassadors:—The Cape of Good Hope re- 
mains in full sovereignty to the Batavian Re- 
public, as it was before the war. French 
and English vesseis of every description shall 
have the right to put in there, and to pur- 
chase such supplies as they may stand in need 
of; they shall always be admitted on the 
same focting. pane. 

J. Bonaparte, Cornwallis, Schimmelpenninck. 
PROTOCOL. 

Amiens, 13th Iluvicse, Year 10, Feb. 2, 
1802.—The plenipotentiaries of the French 
Republic and his Britannic Majesty having 
met, Lord Cornwallis presented the projet 
which had been communicated by the French 
minister, in the conference of the 28th N- 
vose, (18th January); he declared that he was 
prepared to adopt it, with the modifications 
contained in the following article, which 
would form the fifth of the projet :—Inss- 
much as the Order has not, at this time, ¢ 
ther troops, or the means of paying them, * 
is agreed, that the King of Naples shall be 
invited to furnish two thousand men, to be 
employed in guarding the fortifications, un- 
France 
and Engiand mutually engage to pay each 
twenty thousand pounds sterling yearly, for 
the subsidiary pay of this garrison: this pay 
shail be continued until the Ist of January, 
1805, the period at which the troops of the 
Order, formed in the manner stated In the 











sixth article, shall be alone entrusted with the 
defence of the fortifications. After considet- 
able discussion, the French minister agreed (9 
refer the matter to his government. 
Bonaparte, Cornwallis. 
PROTOCOL. 
15th Pluviose, Year 10, Feb. 4, 
f the French 
having 


Amiens, Cy 
1802.—The plenipotentiaries © 





Republic and his Britanmic Majesty 
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met, Citizen J. Bonaparte announced that he | proper to request Citizen Joseph Bonaparte 


had communicated to his government the | 
difficulties which had arisen upon the articles | 
relative to Malta; that he had it in charge to 
insist on their being inserted in the treaty, as 
they were transcribed in the Protocol of the | 
2sth Nivose (18th January); that if this be | 
refused by Lord Cornw allis, he consented to | 
depart from it, and to recur to the literal 
execution of th © pechen) naries. He added, 
these stipulations have become a fundamental | 
law, from which none of the contracting par- | 
ties are permitted to deviate ; an unwilling- 
ness to execute them, is an unwillingness for 
eace. To the religious observance of this 
principle, I have sacrificed several articles 
which in no respect are prejudicial to the in- 
terests of Great Britain; it was my duty to 
renounce them without cosas the mo- 
ment it was demonstrated to me that they 
were not strictly included in the prelimina- 
ries. How can an article be now demanded, 
which is, in every respect, opposite to them / 
What do the preliminaries say ?—That Malta 
shall be restored to the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem. Is the King of Naples the Or- 
der of St. John of Jerusalem? Is the Order 
too weak? The projet gives them for gua- 
rantees and protectors the principal powers 
of Europe. The preliminaries are satisticd 
with one power. The French government 
has thought, that the object of the prelimi- 
naries would be better accomplished by the 
united guarantee of the great powers; that 
it was more respectable and more proper: 
nevertheless as, above all, it desires the ab- 
solute, nay, literal execution, should that be 
required, of the preliminaries, it is ready to 
sacrifice for them this article, which a kind 
of political decency had dictated. I cannot, 
therefore, too strongly demand the insertion 
of the projet in the treaty, or the literal exe- 
cution of the fourth article of the prelimina- 
ries. Lord Cornwallis reserved to himself to 
communicate this representation to his go- 
vernment, and to give his answer at an early 
conference. J. Bonaparte, Cornwallis. 
PROTOCOL. 

Amiens, 22d Pluviose, Feb. 11, 1802.— 
The British and French plenipotentiaries 
having met, Lord Cornwallis observed, that 
in a conference which had just taken place 





| pense. 


might arise on 





to explain to him the precise infenuions of 


the French government with respect to this 
matter. The French Pp lenipotenti ry replied, 
that France would employ her good ottices 
in order that the Prince of Orange might re- 


' ceive the indemnity which was due to him. 


It was afterwards proposed to confer on se- 
several points which had remained in sus- 
Lord Cornwallis communicated the 
answers of his government respecting the pro- 
positions stated in the Protec ol ot the 
January last. These answers amount to this 
statement, that every thing relalve to the 
fishery of the island of Newloundland, the 
islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, and the 
French possessions in India, may remain en- 
tirely on the same footing as belore the war. 
However, prevent any disputes which 
account of the fishery, Lord 
Cornwallis was authorized to renew the de- 
claration made atter the treaty of 1733, which 
was conceived in the following terms :— 
DecLtaratrion.—lIn order that fishers of 
both nations may not be involved in daily 
quarrels, Ls Britannic Majesty shall take the 
most effective measures to prevent his sub- 
from troubling in anv manner, by their 
Nii sone A the fishing of the French during 
the temporary exercise of the privilege 
oranted to them on the coasts of the island of 
Newfoundland, and will for that purpose 
cause the settled establishments formed there 
to be withdrawn, His Britannic Majesty will 
also give orders to prevent any interruption 
French fishers in the cutting of the 
wood necessary for repairing their scattolds, 
cabins, and fishing vessels. ‘The mode of 
fishing which has always been recognized, 
shall be the model on which the fishery shall 
be carried on. The French fishers shall 
build nothing but their scattolds, shall confine 


jects 


to thie 


themselves to repairing their vessels, and 
shall not winter on the island. ‘The subjects 
of his Britannic Majesty, on their part, shall 


tthe French fis hers during 
damage their scaffolds 


10 Manner moles 
their fishery, nor 
during their absence. 

Citizen Joseph Bonaparte said, he would 
make no observation at present on this de- 
claration, the insuthcicncy of which was ac. 


| knowledged in the preliminaries, which state 


between him and the Batavian plenipoten-,| 
procal arrangements which may be us eful to- 


tiary, relative to the indemnities due to the 
Prince of Orange, as weil on account of his 
dignities and charges, as on account of his 
property, the Batavian plenipotentiary re- 
plied, on the express authority of his govern- 
ment, that France had iaken upon herself to 
obtain the said indemnities, without laying 
any part of the burthen on the Batavian Re- 


public. Upon which Lord Cornwallis thought | 


| 


the necessity of making some just and reci- 


wards the preservation of peace. But that 
he would transmit the answers which had 
been made to his government. 
J. Bonaparte, Cornwallis. 
PROTOCOL. 

Amiens, 29th Pluviose, [cb 18, 1802 
_ plenipotent aries of the French Republic dad 
ills Britannic Ma) je ty MuvVing ict, lard 
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— The 


19th of 
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Cornwallis announced that he had commn- 
nicated to his government the statement re- 
lative to Malta, made by Citizen Joseph Bo- 


naparte in the Protocol of the 4th of this | 


month; that he was directed to declare that 
his government would always adhere to the 
4th article of the preliminaries, in the sense 


*-* . . 7 ° ®° | 
and spirit in which it must necessarily be | 


understood by all who read it, and in which 
it was, in fact, understood by the French go- 
vernment when that article was agreed upon. 
That article expresses, not only that Malta 
shall be restored to the Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, but that the island shall be placed 
under the guarantee and protection of a third 
power. The word protection, which was 
added to guarantee, was inserted for the pur- 
pose of designating an effective and not an 
ideal protection ; and no one can doubt the 
necessity of ah effective protection until the 
Order be in a condition to maintain the in- 
dependence of the island agzinst an ex- 
ternal attack, as well as to support it- 
self against the dangerous opposition which 
itis obvious it must experience on the part 
of the inhabitants who continue to manifest 
the greatest animosity against the Order of 
St. John. The Brilish government possess 
very accurate information respecting that 
opposition, and Lord Cornwallis has had the 
honour of mentioning that subject on seve- 
ral occasions to Citizen Joseph Bonaparte. 
It is impossible that the Order of Malta can 
of itself, for some time at least, possess a 
suficient force for those objects. Lord 
Cornwallis therefore considers himself autho- 
rized to declare on his part, and with the 
greater reason, that not to be willing to 
grant to the Order the means vf taking 
possession of the island, and of maintaining 
itself in that possession, is not to desire the 
execution of the preliminaries, and not to de- 
Sire the peace. In the first conference 
which Lord Cornwallis had the honour to 
have with Citizen Joseph Bonaparte, at Paris, 
on the 24th of November, that minister sug- 
gested the King of Naples as the natural gua- 
rantee and protector of the island of Malta, 
On account of his sovereigntv. Objections 
having been made to that guarantee, he af- 
terwards named the Emperor of Russia; but 
he did not think it would be proper to admit 
a Russian garrison into the island. He con- 
cluded that day by proposing a plan, by 
which a Neapolitan garrison would be given 
to the island until the Order of Malta should 
be in a state to provide for its proper secu- 
rity. Heeven proposed that that garrison 
should be paid conjointly by France and 
England. Further, in the counter-projet of 
a tieaty which Citizen Joseph Bonaparte 
transmitted to Lord Cornwallis, it is again 
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fis7s 


proposed that the island of Malta shall be 
placed under the guarantce and protection of 
| his Sicilian Majesty. The same idea of giy- 
ing a foreign and temporary protection 
to the Order has always been entertained 





| . ° . 
_ by the two contracting parties. At last 


' there remained no difference between them 
on that point, except as to the mean: 
‘of paying the garrison; and though the 

French plenipotentiary declared, three weeks 
ago, that France would not consent to 

pay any thing, he has not yet declared thet 
| his government would depart altogether from 
its former determinations, if the means ot 
| defraying the expence could be pointed ont. 
He only made known t. at resolution in his 
statement of the 4th of this month, in whic! 
‘it is declared in a manner very litle concilie- 
tory. The British government, however, 
could not deviate from the sentiments ¢x- 
pressed on this subject. It is still thoucht 
and believed, that all the powers will be of 
the same opinion, thata garrison is absolute- 
lv necessary, in the first place, for the pro- 
tection of the island. The British govern- 
ment must, therefore, insist for a protecion 
| of that kind, as the only means of restoring 
the island to the Order of St. John of Jerusa- 
lem, and consequently of accomplishing the 
execution of Article IV. of the preliminaries. 
Meanwhile, the English government, de- 
sirous to spare no pains in endeavouring to 
bring about an arrangement on this subject, 
and to accelerate peace, has drawn up a plan, 
in which Citizen Joseph Bonaparte will find 
the point relative to the definition of the Or- 
der of Malta, which appeared to him doubt- 
ful on the discussion, fully particularized ; 
and he will perceive that almost all the pro- 
positions in his project of the 18th of Janu- 
ary, are adopted. Lord Cornwallis has the 
honour of proposing to the French minister, 
in the following terms:—1. The islands of 
Malta, Gozo, and Camino, shall be restored 
to the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, on 'e 
conditions and under the stipulations which 
follow: 2. The Knights of the Order whose 
langues shall continue to exist after the a 
change of the ratifications of the present tree 
ty, shall be invited-to return to Malta as soon 





—--—ee 


oo 
: as the said exchange shall have taken piac- 


They shall there form a General Chapter, = 
proceed to the election of a Grand Master, 
that election has not been previously _ ¥ 
i consequence of the declaration of the - 
| pevor of Russia of the 16th of March at 
it being understood that, in so far as oe! ag 
compatible with the stipulations includ: he 
Article IV. of the present arrangemer "| 
Order shall be held to consist solely df er 
of the Knights as were qualified to pert 

the election of'a Grand Master at the pc" 
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1875 NEGOTIATION 
of that declaration. 3. The forces of his 
Britannic Majesty shall evacuate the island 
and its dependencies, within the three months 
following the exchange of the ratifications. 
At that period it shall be restored to the Or- 
der in its present state, provided that the 
Grand Master, or commissioners fully autho- 
rized according to the laws of the Order, 
shall be in the island to receive the posst sslon, 
and that the provisional force to be furnished 
by his Sicilian Majestv, agreeably to Art. X11. 
shall have actually arrived at Malta. 4. The con- 
tracting parties having agreed to discontinue the 
French and English langues, a Maltese langue 
shall be established, which shall be supported 
by the territorial revenues and commercial 
duties of the island. ‘There shall be annexed 
to this langue specific dignities, with compe- 
tent appointments, and an inn. No other 
qualification shall be required of the Knights 
of this langue than that of belonging to the 
present order of nobility. He may hold any 
situation in the Order, and shall enjoy all 
the privileges the knights of the other langues 
may enjoy. The native inhabitants of Malta 
shall be admitted to all municipal, admini- 
Strative, and other employments under the 
government of the island. 5. The half of 
the garrison at least shall always consist of 
hative Maltese; with respect to the remain- 
der, the Order shall have the power of re- 
cruiting only among the natives of the coun- 
tries who continue to possess langues. ‘The 
Maltese troops shall have Maltese officers. 
The chief command of the garrison, as well 
as the appointment of officers, shall belong 
to the Grand Master of the Order. 6. The | 
independence of the islands of Malta and Go- 
zo is, with the present arrangement, placed 
under the guarantee of Great Britain, France, | 
Austria, Russia, Spain, and Prussia. 7. The | 
permanent neutrality of the Order of Malta 
is declared. 8. The ports of Malia shall be 
open for the trade and navigation of all na- 
tions, who shall there pay equal and mode- 
rate duties. These duties shall be applied to | 
the maintenance of the Maltese langue, in 
the manner specified in Article [V.; to the 
civil and military establishments of the island, 
and to that of a general lazaretto, to be open 
toallflags. 9. The Barbary powers are alone 
excepted from claiming any share to the pro- 
visions of the preceding Article, uatil a fa- | 

} 

| 





vourable opportunity arrives for abolishing | 
the system uf hostility which subsists between 
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem and those | 
powers. 10. The Order shall be governed, | 
both in spiritual and temporal matters, by 
the same laws which were in force when the 
knights surrendered the island, in so far as | 
make compatible with the regulations there | 
specified. 11. The regulations contained in 
Vol. III. 


of Olivenza was restored by to 
gal, and the presidi to the King of Naples; 
‘and, finally, until the King of Naples was 


with ENGLAND. [1874 
| Articles 1V. V. VII. VIII. and X. shall be 
converted into perpetual statutes of the Order, 
-in the usual form; and, after the restoration 
of the island, the Grand Master, as well as 
his successors, shall be held to take an oath 
for the punctual observance of all the said 
regulations, which shall for ever be preserved 
by the order. 12. The rig!ts of the so- 
vereignty of the King of the Two Sicilies 
over the islands of Malta, Gozo, and Camino, 
are formally acknowledged and confirmed as 
unalienably annexed to the Crown of the 
Two Sicilies. On this account his Sicilian 
Majesty shall furnish two thousand troops to 
garrison the fortresses of the islaad, until the 
order be in a condition to raise a sufficient 
number of troops in the manner proposed by 
article V; and the Grand Master, or his re- 
pres niative, Shai irenew, woen the island is 
restored, the oath of fidelity which was taken 
at the time of the primitive donation of the 
island to the Knichts; as well as an oath 
similar to that which was at that period taken 
by the Order, for maintaining all the rights 
and privileges of the people of Malta and 
Gozo. The different powers specified in ar- 
ticle VI, namely, Great Britain, France, 
Austria, Russia, Spain, and Prussia, shall be 
invited to accede to the present arrangement. 
Citizen Joseph Bonaparte deferred his answer 

until the ensuing conference. 

J. Bonaparte, Cornwallis. 

ROTOCOL. 
Amiens, 29th Pluviose, Year 10, Feb. 18, 1802, 
The plenipotentiaries ef the French Re- 
public and his Britannic Majesty having met, 
Lord Cornwallis repeated what he had the 


| honour to state to Citizen Joseph Bonaparte, 


in the conference of the 11th of this month, 
but which had been omiited in the Protocol 
of that conference; namely, That the Otto- 
man Porte having formerly acceded to the 
Preliminaries of Peace between his Britannic 
Majesty and the French Republic, and their 
respective allies; and notified to the English 
Government the refusal of the Trrkish Go- 


| vernment to ratify the treaty concluded by 


Ali Effendi, the Turkish Ambassador Ex- 
raordinary at Paris; has, in consequence 
thereof, nominated the said Ali iflendi Ple- 
nipotentiary to the Congress of Amiens, to 
confer in the definitive peace. The British 
Government must, therefore, demand, that 
the Sublime Porte be admitted, either as a 
contracting party, or an acceding party to 
the said treaty. Lord Cornwallis afterwards 
communicated to the French Plenipotentiary, 


i that hs Britannic Majesty could not recog- 


nize the Kinz of Tuscany, unless the district 
’ by Spain to Portu- 
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re-established in Piedmont. Citizen Joseph | each furnish 200 men. 
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That island would 


Bonaparte postponed his answer until the next | thus have been guarded by 1200 good troops 


conference. J. Bonaparte, Cornwallis. 
PROTOCOL. 


Amiens, 30th Pluviose, Feb. 19, 1802.——The 


Plenipotentiaries of the French Repub.ic and | 
his Britannic Majesty having met, Citizen | 
Joseph Bonapar.e proposed the insertion in | 
the Protocol of the following note, in reply | 


to the statement made by Lord Cornwallis in 
yesterday’s conference. The undersigned 


has read with particular attention all the pa- | 


pers of the negotiation, without discovering 
any trace of the proposition supposed to have 
been made by France, for delivering up the 
island of Malta to the troops of his Sicilian 
Majesty. Article IV. of the preliminaries 
cannot be interpreted in that manner. When 
the undersigned first had the honour of seving 
Lord Cornwallis at Paris, on the 2tth Bru- 
miaire, he was far from imagining that their 
reciprocal felicitations on the facility with 
which the mission entrusted to them might be 
_ terminated, could be regarded as propositions 
and plans for a treaty; he had not even then 
received his powers. They were not deli- 


vered to him until the 30th of Friimaire, and | 


it was only on the | ith of Frimaire that they 
were communicated to the British Minister: 


the latter, however, arrived in Paris, fur- | 
nished with the instructions of his Govern- | 


ment. In his first visit he spoke of Malta as 
an embarrassing article, though it had been 
agreed that there should be in that island a 
garrison, Consisting of troops of another pow- 
er, until the order had time to organize its 
armed force. Spain appeared to Lord Corn- 
wallis inadmissible as a guaranteeing power, 
on account of her alliance with France: Russia 
he thought tvo distant, and Naples too fecble. 
The English Plenipotentiary, insisting con- 
stantly on a garrison to be furnished by the 
guarantecing powers, as a basis agreed upon, 
observed, that Naples could not support the 


expence of such a garrison. It 1s possible 


that the undersigned may have added, that a 
consideration of that kind could not arrest. 


two powers suci as France and England. For 


the rest, the positive discussion of all these 


objects was referred to the time when the 


negotiation should be commenced. In the 
conferences which took place at Amiens, in 


the Protocols, in the project of the treaty of | 


the 1 tth Nivose (Dec. 16,) the undersigned 
never suggested an idea which could make it 
be supposed that his Government would con- 
sent to the island of Malta being given up to 
the Neapolitan treops, to’be guarded by them 
for three years, 
posed in the Protocol of the 23d Nivose 
(Jan. 13,) to place Malta under the guarantee 
of the principal powers of Europe, who should 


n the contrary, he pro- | 


paid by the order, Lord Cornwallis having 

himself observed, that the revenues of the 
| boundary appropriated in reserve, would sup- 

ply the meass. The anonymous paper trans- 
mitted to the undersigned bears no mark of 
authenticity: it appears to be drawn up by 
some discontented persons. It is not the lan- 
| guage of the inhabitants of Malta, of acoun- 
_try which would have been nothing but for 
_the order. When they are made acquainted 
| with the article of the treaty which relates to 
'them, they will rejoice at the re-establish. 
| ment of an order in Malta, of which they are 
| to form an integral part. Admitting that cir- 
| cumstances require a provisional and inter. 
| mediate garrison for Malta, from the time ot 
| its evacuation by the British forces, until the 
} 


period in which the order shall have formed 
_a body composed of Maltese and strangers, 
it is proved that the 4th article of the preli- 
minaries, which restores the island to the ord:r, 
should be departed from as little as_ possible. 
This article foresees the necessity of a guaran- 
tecing and protecting power, the means of its 
execution are left to the wisdom and yood 
faith of the two Governments. They are to 
do every thing that Malta may be restored to 
the order, and nothing else; nothing that 
may restrain its prerogatives; nothing, which, 
instead of offering a protection to the Knights, 
would appear to give them a mast-r, or di- 
minish the exclusive influence that they ought 
to have in Malta. The French Government, 
by its projet, gives the order for its protec: 
tors, England, Austria, Spain, Russia and 
Prussia: it was hardly possible for the order 
to be restored with more lustre, or be more 
efficaciously protected. Why was there to 
be a Neapolitan garrison of 2000 men 10! 
three vears? Was it against foreign enemics’ 
The protection of the six powers above name! 
was doubtless sufficient. Was it against the 
Maltese? The order will be beloved then, ¥ 
the stipulations arecarried into effect. Tt wil 
be the best internal defence that can be given 
to it. But in agreeing to the necessity ac 
garrison, was it only forsecurity and for the1n- 
ternal police, is it necessary to be three ee 
forming a corps of 1000men, which, Joie: ? 
| four hundred Knightsand 600 Maltese, wou! 
| beabundantly sufhcient? Now that ange 
| admitted of delegating the guarantee 3" 
protection of the order to toe great panes 
would it be very important, or conver’. 
that the King of Naples should — rf 
three years? Would it be agreeable ether 
the protecting powers, or to the protecte: 14 
to the Grand Master, to see the order gu a 
by the troops of that Prince eg a re 
any claims on the sovereignty of the 
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1877] NEGOTIATION 
Would it not be more conformable to the pre- 
Jiminaries, to what is proper, if a foreign 
turce is to be introduced into Malta, to 
rase a corps of a thousand Swiss, the offi- 
ccrs of which should be named by the com- 
nandary, and should be selected from them 
«ho have not borne arms in the present war. 
They would probably ultimately fix them- 
selves at Malta; far from any foreign influ- 
ence, dependant on the Grand Master, thes 
alone would be the soldiers of the order, and 
Malta would be to them a second country. 
The order would have every thing to gain in 
consideration and in independence, with a 
garrison composed of Knights, Maltese, and 
a Swiss corps, such as all other powers have 
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| treaty of an article respecting the powers of 
Barbary, as it is drawn up in this projet, and 
tor the union of the contracting parties, to 
put an end to the hostilities which the Baroary 
powers exercise in the Mediterranean, to the 
disgrace of Eurepe and of modern times, 
The simple notification of the toil of the con- 
tracting parties in this respect, will give peace 
tothe trade of the United States, Portugal, 
Naples, and the other states of Italy. And 
if any nations have to fear the rivalship, 
which would then be greater in the Mediter- 
ranean trade, it is undoubtedly France and 
Spain, who by their position and their con- 
nexions with the Barbary Powers, have at all 
times the greatest security and advantages in 











in their pay. It results from the observations, 
that France never consented to the establish- ; 
ment of Neapolitan troops at Malta, and con- | 
sequently not that the istund should be given up 
to his Sicilian Majesty, to form, in concert with 
ne Maltese, the garrison of it for three years. 
that was what was proposed by Lord Corn- 
w..lis in the conference of the 15th of January. 
fhe French government, after the perse- 
verance of the English to prolong for three 
years the stay of a foreign garrison in the 
island, and of giving it up formally, not to | 
the order, but to his Sicilian Majesty, could 
not avoid thinking, and were warranted in | 
saying, that they were departing frem the | 
pre:iminaries, and that the preliminaries were 
the basis of the peace. If this language did 
not appear concilafory, it was not that the 
dispositions of France were changed; but 
when ene, in a discussion, has exhausted 
every argument without being able to con- 
vince, it is impossible that, in the common 
course of reasoning, each party should not 
conclude that the etrer declines all manner of 
arrangement. if the intention of the Icneglish 
government is to maintain the Order of St. 
Joon and the island of Maita in perfect inde- 
pendence, (as the undersigned wishes to sup- | 
pose,) he hopes that the following prope, 
which endeavours as much as possible to re- | 
} 


move all foreign influence, will meet the ap- 
probation of Lord Cornwallis. This proyet 
is certainly preferable in every point of view 
to those which have been hitherio presented, | 
—the undersigned cannot too strongly press | 
its adoption. If, however, the projet which , 
establishes a Neapolitan garrison at Malta, 
should be irrevocably adopted by the British 1 
Zovernment, the undersigned, to hasten the 
moment of pacification, will consent to adopt | 
it in the manner it is drawn up at the end of 
this note. Lord Cornwallis will see, in the | 


_ two versions of the projet relative to Malta, 
_ the application of the principle that the un- | 


dersigned “has just developed. He is also 
charged with insisting on the insertion in the | 





' enable them to protect the weak. 





this branch of commerce. It is they then 
which would inake the greatest sacrifice; but 
in questions which interest the political mo- 
rality and the dignity of the nations of Europe, 


ds it possible to contine one’s views merely to 


considerations of self-interest? Strength is 
well as individuals, to 
It will be 
consoling and glorious to see a war which has 
produced so many calamities, terminate by 
an important benetit to all ommercial nations, 
‘This question is also connected with Malta, 
and cannot be separated from it. If the con- 
tracting parties do not take upon themselves 
to put aa end fo the hostiliics of the Barba- 


given to nations, as 


'rians, it must then be truly said, that the Or- 


der of St. Jahn is bound, by its original en- 
gagement, to wage an eternal war with the 
nations of Barbary. ‘Those generous men 
who founded the Commanderies, did it for the 
purpose of protecting the Christians against 
he piracies of the Barbarian Powers; and all 
he political societies in Europe must agree, 
that if the order was to cease to discharge that 
duty, and fulfill the object of its institution, 
it would lose its right to the possession of that 
property which was given to it for that con- 
Lord Cornwallis has reserved his 


rf 
‘ 
t 
' 
‘ 


sideration. 
reply for one of the next conferences. 
J. Bonaparte, Cornwallis. , 
Swiss verston*.—<Art. I. The isles of 
Malta, Gozo, and Caming, shall be restored 
to the Order on the following conditions :— 
ll. The Knights of the Order are invited to 
return to Malta, as soon 2s the ratifications of 
this treaty shall have been exchanged. They 
shall form there a general Chapter, and pro- 
ceed to the election of a Grand Master, 
if that shall not have been already done. 
Ill. France and England, wishing to place the 
Order of St. John in the most perfect inde- 





* Alteration of Article t.—Article I. The islands of 
Malta, Gozo, and Camino, shall be restored to the 
Order of St. John of Jerusalem, to be held by it on 
the same conditions according to which it enjoyed 
before the war, and wader tbe following supulationy 
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pendence with respect to them, arcree, Ist. | there pay equal and modcrate duties: these 
That there shali be neither Englishnor French | duties shall be applied to the support of the 
langue at Malta. Qdly. That no individual | Maltese langue, to the civil and military via 
of either country can be admitted into the | blishmenis of the isle, as well as to the esta. 
Order, or aliowed to remain init. IV. The | blishment of a general lazaretto, to be open 
forces of his Britannic Majesty shail evacuate | to people of ail nations. Xf. The powers of 
the island and its dependencies, within three | Barbary are the only powers excepted from 
months after the ratifications are exchanged. | the dispositions of the two preceding articles, 
At this epoch it sail be restored to the Orde | untiltiey shall have themseive: renounced their 
in its present situation; provided that the | system of habitual hostilities. In that case 
Grand Master, or commissaries fully autho- | the contracting parties engage, that they shell 
rized, according to the ancient statutes, should | enjoy in Malta the same rights as ali other 
be in the island to take possession of it, and | nations. XII. Tce Order shall be governed 
that the force hereafter stipulated shall be then | both in their spiritual and temporal affairs by 
arrived. V. There shall be raised, at the | the same statutes which were in force when 
expence of France and England, a body of | the knights Icit the isiend, unless altered by 
a t.ousand Swiss, whose officers shail be | the present treaty. XIII. The dispositions 
named by the Landamman. They shall be | declared in the 4th, 5th, 7th, 8th, and 10th 
chosen from them who have formerly served | articles, shail be changed into laws, and be 
in Holland, Spain, and Sardinia, but who | fixed in the usual manner among the perpe- 
have not borne arms in the present war. ‘tual statutes of the Order; and tke Grand 
They shall repair to Malta, and the fortiti- | Master, as well as his successors, shall be 
cations shall be put in their possession by the | bound to cause them to be punctually obey- 
Grand Master, or his r presentatives. They | ed. XIV. The dierent powers specified in 
shall be paid by France and Eneland for a | the 9th article shall be invited to accede to 
year, reckoning from the day of the exchange | the present stipulations. 
of the ratifications of the present treaty; af- J. Bonaparte. Cornwallis. 
ter which time the corps is to be in the pay NeaproutrtTan Version *.—Art I. The 
of the Order. It is to be recruited from | islands of Malta, Gozo, and Camino, shall 
among the Maltese and the nations which | be restored to the Order of St. Joha of Je- 
preserve langues at Malta. WI. There shall | rusalem, on the following conditions :—II. 
be established a Maltese langue, which shall | The Knights of the Order shall be invited to 
be kept up by the territorial revenues of the | return to Malta as soon as the ratifications are 
island, and the commercial duties. This | exchanged. They are there to hold a gene 
langue shall have dignities, pensions, and a | ral chapter, and proceed to the ciection of 4 
hotel like the others. Nevertheless proofs of | Grand Master, if he is not before appointes. 
nobility shall not be rigorously required for Ill. France and England, wishing to piace 
admission into thislangue. The knights shall | the Order of St. John in the most perfect 1n- 
be admissible to all employments and privi- | dependence, with respect to themselves, agrees 
leges like the knights of the other langues, | Ist, That there shall be neither Iinglish nor 
The principal, civil, and judicial employ- | French langue. 2dly, That no individual be- 
ments in the nomination of the government, | longing to either power can be admitted into 
shall be occupied (at least ahalf of them), by | the Order, or allowed any longer to conunts 
the native inhabitants of Malta. VII. Half | init. IV. The forces of his Britannic Ma- 
of the garrison at least, must be always com- | jesty shall evacuate the island and its Gepeil 
posed of Maltese, except in the case men- dencies within three months aiter the “ 
tioned in the Sth article; for the remainder, | change of the ratifications of the treaty. A 
the Order shail have the liberty of recruiting | this epoch it shall be ceded to the Order 19 


only among those countries which possess iis present condition, provided that the Grant 
langues. The Maltese troops shall have Mal- | Master, or cummissioners fully be 
tese officers. The command in chief of al] | according to the ancient statutes, - ” 
the troops in the island shall belong to the | then in the island to take possession, 4” 7 “ 
Grand Master, who shall also have the nomi- | the provisionary force, hereafter — 
nation of the officers. VIII. The independ- | shall have arrived. V. There shall be we 
ence of the islands of Malta, Gozo, and | blished a Maltese langue, which shall _— 
Camino, as well as the present arrangement, | ported by the territorial revenues, ox oes 
are put under the protection and guarantee er 
of France, Great Britain, Austria, Spain * Alteration from. Art. L—Art L The he 
Russia, and Prussia. IX. The permanent | Malta, Gozo, and Camino, shall be resin held bY 
neutrality of the Order of Malta is proclaim- meee St. J Pan deny aticn i enjoyed vem 

won 1€ same con er ees milae 
ane pas ar me pen to the sietore the war, and under the folowing stipe 

3 Countries, who shal! ! tions. 
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mercial duties of the island. This langue 
shall have dignities, pensions, and a hotel, 
like the other langues. 
of nobility shall not be rigorously required 
for the admission of its knights. They shall 
be adiissible to all posts and privileges like 
the knights of the other langues. The mu- 
nicipal, civil, and judiciary employments in 
the nomination of the government, shall be 


filled (at least one half of them) by native in- | 


habitants of Malta. V1. Half of the garri- 
son, at least, shall be always composed of 


native Maltese; as to the remainder, the Or. | 


der shail have liberty to recruit from the na- 
tives of those countries which continue to 
possess langues. The Maltese troops shall 
have Maltese officers. The command in 
chief of the garrison of the island, as well as 
the nomination of the officers, shall belong to 
the Grand Master of the Order. VII. The 


independence of the isles of Malta, Gozo, | 


and Camino, as well as the present arrange- 


ment, are placed under the protection and | 
guarantee of Great Britain, France, Austria, | 
VUE. The per- 


> -“* cata 
I ussla. 


Spain, Russia, and | 
manent neutrality of the Order is proclaim- 
ed. IX. The ports of Malta shall be open 
to the commerce and shipping of all nations, 
who shall there pay equal and moderate du- 
ties: those duties shall be applied to the sup- 
port of a Maltese langue, and to the civil and 
military establishment of the island, as well! 
as for the establishment of a general lazaretto, 
which shall be open to every flag. X. The 
powers of Barbary are alone excepted from 
the dispositions of the two preceding articles, 
until they shall have themselves renounced 
their system of habitual hostilities. In that 
case the contracting powers engage to make 
them enjoy in Malta the same privilezes as 
other countries. XI. The Order shall be 
governed, both in spiritual and temporal af- 
fairs, by the same statutes which were in force 
when the knights left the island, except as 
the statutes may be altered by the present 
treaty. XII. The dispositions of the 4th, 5th, 
7th, 8th, and 10th articles, shall be con- 
veried into laws and perpetual statutes of the 
Order, in the accustomed manner: and the 
Grand Master, as wellas his successors, shall 
make oath to observe them punctually. XIII. 
His Sicilian Majesty shall furnish a corps of 
i000 men, to serve as a garrison for Malta. 
This corps shall remain there a year, reckon- 
ing from the date of the exchange of the ra- 
lification to the present treaty. It is to be 
composed of old soldiers, natives of the do- 
minions of his Sicilian Majesty. XIV. The 
different powers specified in the 7th article 
shall be invited to accede {0 the present sti- 
pulations. 

J. Bonaparte, Cornwallis. 


Nevertheless, proofs | 






with ENGLAND. [1ss2 
PROTOCOL. 

Od Veniose, Year 10, 21st Feb. 1802.—The 
plenipotentiaries of the French Republic and 
of his Britannic Majesty, having met, Citi- 
zen Joseph Bonaparte denianded the insertion 
in the protocol of the following note, in an- 
swer to the declaration of Lord Cornwallis, 
contained in the protocol of the conference of 
the 29th Pluviose (18th February, 1802), 
relative to the Ottoman Porie. ‘The preli- 
minaries of peace have becn signed between 
| France and the Porte: they have been rati- 
fied by the Porte with this simple restriction, 
“© Provided they are not confrary to the trea- 
ty of London :” as they are not contrary, the 
French government considers them duly and 
explicitly ratified. The Grand Scignior, in 
a letter to the First Consul, expressed a de- 
| ire to treat directly with France, and to con- 
' vert into a definitive treaty the preliminary 
articles. In consequence, the ambassador of 
the Porte at Paris reccived full powers, and 
all necessary instructions. This ambassador 
has been presented to the First Consul, and 
has appeared convinced that France was ne- 
cessary to Turkey, that he was ready to sign 
a definitive peace; but that he was bound, 
out of respect and deference, to acquaint the 
British minister with it. The First Consul 
consented, that he should inimcdiately write 
to the British minister to inform him of this 
step, anda definitive peace will be concludedy 
Every peace which is not concluded direct] 
between two such great powers as tle Porte 
and France, may be a truce, but it will bea 
chimerical peace. There is, in the diplo- 
matic system, two sorts of alliances, natural 
and accidental alliances. ‘The alliance be- 
tween England and the Porte being only ac- 
cidental, it was the part of France, in the 
preliminaries, to stipulate the cessauon of 
hostilities ; but particular arrangements must 
be treated by our direct negotiation: to act 
otherwise, would be to place those powers 
in the second rank of states, and both of 
them belong to the first rank. All the as- 
surances then which the French plenipotea- 
tiaries cangive, are, Ist, That there shail be 
no secret article in this treaty. 2d, That it 
shall be entirely founded on the preliminaries. 
Any claim further than this would be unrea- 
sonable. In answer to the declaration of the 
English minister, with respect to the King of 
Etruria, contained in the same Protocol, and 
to the verbal declarations which have been 
formerly made with respect to the republics 
of Italy, Citizen Joseph Bonaparte has an- 
nounced to his government the repugnance 
which his Britannic Majesty would have to 
acknowledge the King of Etruria, the Italian 
Republic, and the republic of Genoa. The 





acknowledgment of these powers by his Bri- 
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tannic Majesty, being of no advantage to | 


France, the French plenipotentiary will no 
Jonger insist upon them. He desires, how- 
ever, that the observations he now offers 
should be taken into the most serious con- 
sideration by the British cabinet. The poii- 
tical system of Europe is founded on the ex- 
Isience and acknowledgment of all those 
powers which share is vast and fine terri- 
tories, If his Britannic Majesty shall refuse 
to acknowledge those powers which hold so 
distinguished a place in Europe, he renounces 
then all interest about the people which form 
these states. Nevertheless, how can the sup- 
position be admitted, that the commercial 
interests of England should be indifferent to 
the trade of Genoa, of Leghorn, the mouths 
of the Po, and the Italian Republic? If its 
cominerce should suffer any restraints in 
those countries, te whom could his Britannic 
Majesty complain, the reciprocity on his side 
being nothing, inasmuch as Genoa, Tuscany, 
and the Italian Republic, transact no com- 
mercial business in Enei nd, but are useful 
and necessary markets for british commerce ? 
jf those three powers, displeased at finding 
themselves not acknowledged by the greai 
power, shouid*make changes in their organ- 
zation, and seck a refuge by an incorpora- 
tion with a great continental power, his Bri- 
tannic Majesty would debar himself from the 
right of complaining, and yet it is a subject 
he could not consider with indifference. 
‘There are sometimes complaints of the in- 
crease of the French Republic on the conti- 
nent; and how can it be otherwise, w en 
the great powers place the smail states of Italy 
under an absolute necessity of seeking refuge 
and protection in France alone? The Cis- 
alpine Republic, although acknowledged by 
the Emperor at the treaty of Campo Forinio, 
never could succeed to get its ambassador re- 
ceived at Vienna. It continued to be treated 
by that prince as if the treaty of Campo I or- 
mio had never existed at that time. Doubt- 
less, as the general peace was not concluded, 
the court of Vienna looked upon its treaty as 
a truce: but, now that a general peace is 
made, if those powers were to remain uncer- 
tain of seeing their independence acknow- 
ledged, they would fear being again treated 
in that slighting manner which they have al- 
rearly experienced, and would feel the ne- 
cessity of connecting themselves more closely 
with the French people. The same principle 
which induced France to abandon three- 
fourths of the conquests she had made, has 
dictated to the First Consul the part of not 
intermeddling in the affairs of those small 
powers more than is necessary to re-establish 
order, and to found some stable organization. 


Must his: moderation then have to conflict 
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we speak frankly) with the false and badly 
combined measures of other powers; or is 
the peace to be only considered as a truce? 
Afflicting prospect! discouraging to all sood 
men, but which must infallibly be productive 
of consequences which cannot be calculated, 
Lord Cornwallis has reserved the communi- 
cation of this answer to his government. 
J. Bonaparte, Cornwallis. 
PROTOCOL. 

Amiens, 16th Ventose, Year 10, March 16, 
1802.—The ministers of the French Repub- 
lic and his Britannic Majesty having met, 
Citizen Joseph Bonaparte presented the note 
and projet following :—The undersigned has 
removed from this projet every thing which 
might protract the discussions. It 1s com- 
posed—!st. Of erticles taken literally from 
the preliminaries: they are unatteckable *, 
2d. Articles already agreed to by the two ple- 
nipotentiaries in the different Hrotocols which 
have been signed since the opening of the 
negotiations: those cannot be rejected with- 
out prolonging tl.e negotiation indefinitely , 
3d. Lastly, of articles cither wished for by 
the British minister, and entirely voluntary 
on the part of France, as the 18th article, or 
arising from the prel'minaries, the prececing 
stipulations and verbal conventions ; such as 
the residence of the French troops at Otranto, 
whilst Malta shall be occupied by the English; 
or as the 19th, relative to the Republic of 
Genoa--If that republic, as an ally of France, 
is at war with Great Britain—if the minster 
of his Britannic Majesty should declare that 
his government is at peace with that state, 
the 19th article beco : es useless, and the un- 
dersigned withdraws it. The 10th artic.c, 
with respect to Matta, has been approvid by 
Lord Cornwallis in all its parts: he has onty 
asked, in the Protocol of the 13th Plaviose 
(2d Feb.) that the King of Naples should 
be invited to furnish 2000 men, to be em- 
ploved to guard the fortifications of Malt. 
Phe Ist of January 1800, was fixed in 
projet for the evacuation of the island by the 
Neapolitan troops: there can thereiore sade 
question about the 12th paragraph 0 “i 
(Ot. article. The French gage em 
refused every projet which did not ten - 
render the Order as completely mastets : 
Malta as circumstances would permit. | 
was in this spirit that it presented the projet 
an auxiliary Swiss force, as likely to be te ; 
dependent on the Order than the ere ot wy 
neighbouring prince. Those socerg tats 
tailed in the Protocol of the 30th a 
(19th Feb.) It would be su ing ca 
peat them here, and it would be 4! 


ee-<eeeT Te 
* Ist, 2d, Sd, 4th, Sth, 7th, Sth, 9h, Lyin 
12th, 15th, 14th, 1ldth, 16th. 

* + Articles 6h, 10th, 17h, and 20h 
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prove that they were not more agreeable both | 


to the spirit and the letter of the preliminaries 
than any other projet. Notwithstanding, 
such is the desire of the French government 
to answer the expectations of two great na- 
tions, and of all Europe, that it has sacrificed 
its projet to that feeling. Ji has consented that 
the fortifications of Malia shall be entrusted 
to a corps of Neapoliian troops, but it thinks 
that the number of troops should be limited 
to 1000 men, and the time of their staying 
there to a year; persuaded that before that 


epoch the Order will have formed a corps | 
of troops sufficient for the interior service of 


an island, guaranteed ani protected by the 
great powers of Europe, and that the Order 
will be more completely masters in Malta, 
and the spirit of the preliminaries more fol- 
lowed, when the Order sha!!l be uefended, 
served, and obeyed by its own soldiers. The 
undersigned adds, that if the British ministers 
persist in thinking that at first 1000 Neapo- 
litans would not be sufficient, the French go- 
vernment will doubtless consent that the 
number shall be encreased even to 2000, ac- 
cording to the English projet. This conde. 
scension will incline Lord Cornwallis not to 
insist on the term of three years. The 
French government cannot consent to it, 


without abandoning the 4th article of the | 
‘the other. The contracting partics. shali 
der, and not to the King of Naples. Incon- | 
| of perfect harmony between themselves and 
| their nations, without allowing, either on the 


preliminaries, which gives Malta io the Or- 


senting to give up that island to the troops of 
his Sicilian Majesty during the first year, the 
situation of the Order, and, above all, the 
desire of the French government to arrive at 
a speedy conclusion, may explain that stipu- 
lation—any other condescension could justify 
it neither in its own eyes, nor in those of the 
nation and posterity. The undersigned has 
no doubt that Lord Cornwallis allows the pro- 
per weight to the sentiments expressed in 
this note, and to the omission of several 
important articles, sacrificed to the desire 
which both governments entertain of a speedy 
and honourable peace, which can subsist only 
in as far as it shall be founded upon the pre- 


— 
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foundations of a treaty of peace, by the ar- 
ticles signed at London the 9th Vendemiare, 
in the vear 10 (Ist of October, 1801). And 
as bv the XVth article of the above-men- 
tioned preliminaries, it has been agreed, that 
both on the one side and on the other, ple- 
nipotentiaries shall be appointed who shalt 
repair to Amiens, there to proceed ta divest 
the definitive treaty, in concert with the allies 
o: the contracting powers 5 the First Consul 
of the French Republic, in the name of the 
French people, has appointed Citizen Joseph 
Bonaparte; and his Majesty the hing of 
Great Britain, Marquis Cornwallis. Elis Ma- 
i jesty the King of spain and the Indies, &c. 
and the Batavian Kepublic, after having ac 
| ceded to the preliminaries, have named for 
| their plenipotentiaries, viz. his Cathol c Ma- 
: jesty the Chevalier d’Azara, and the Batavian 
| Republic the Sieur Schimmelpenninck ; who, 
| after having duly communicated their creden- 
| tials and full powers, transcribed at the end 
of the present treaty, have agreed upon the 
following articles :—Article I. ‘There shall be 
peace, friendship, and a good understanding, 
| between the French Republic, his Majesty 
' the King of Spain, his heirs and successors, 
and the Batovian Republic, on the one part, 
land his M4«Sty the King of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and his heirs and successors on 





pay the greatest attention to the maintenance 


one side or the ether, any sort of hostility to 
be committed either by land or by sea, upon 
any ground or pretext whatever. “They shall 
carefully avoid every thing that may eventu- 


ally interrupt the union happily established, 


? 


and shall give neither assistance nor protec: 


ition, either directly or indirectly, to those 


who would wish to injure any of them, 


i) If. All the prisoners shall be restored on one 


side and on the other in one month, at 
farthest, after the exchange of the ratific: 
tions of the present treaty, affer paying the 
particular debis which they may have con- 


liminaries. The undersigned believes that | tracted. II]. His Majesty the King of Great 


he has proved, by the most convincing de-| 


monstration, the agreement of the projet of 

the definitive treaty annexed with the preli- 

minaries signed at London. 

Treaty of Peace between the French Republic, 
the King of Spain and the Indies, and the 
Batavian Republic, on the one hand, and 
his Majesty the King of Great Dritain and 
Ireland, on the other. 

_ The First Consul of the French Republic, 

in the name of the French nation, and his 

Majesty the King of Great Britain and fre- 

land, equally actuated by a desire of putting 


> 





an end to the calamities of war, have laid the 


Britain restores to the French Kepublic, the 


King of Spain, and the Batavian Republic, all 
the possessions and colonies occupied or con 
quered during the course of the last war, with 
the exceptions of the island of Trinidad, and 
the Duich possessions in the island of Cevlon, 
IV. His Catholic Majesty cedes and guaran- 
tees the whole property and sovereignty of 
the island of Trinidad to his Britannic Ma- 
jesty. V. The Batavian Republic cedes and 
guarantees to his Britannic Majesty the whole 
property and sovereignty of all the posse: 
sions and establishments in the island ot Cey- 


| Hoty which belonged to it before the war, 
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VI. The Cape of Good Hope remains in 
complete sovereignty with the Batavian Re- 
public, as previous to the war. French and 
English vessels of every kind shall have the 
right of trading there, and carrying from 
thence such necessary provisions: they shall 
always be received on the same footing. 
VII. The territories, possessions, and rights 
of the Sublime Porte, are maintained in all 
their integrity as before the war. VIII. The 
limits of the French and Portuguese Guiana 
are fixed to the river Arawary, which falls 
into the ocean below Cape Nord, near New 
Island, and the Island of Repentance, about 
a degree and one third of northern latitude ; 
these limits follow the river Arawary from its 
mouth farthest removed from Cape Nord to | 
its source, and then stretch westward in a 
straight line from that source as far as Rio 
Branco. So that the northern banks of the 
river Arawary, from the place where it last 
discharges itself to its source, and the coun- 
tries which lie to the north of the line of} 
those limits, fixed on as above, shali belong 
in full sovereignty to the French Republic. 
The southern bank of the said river, from 
the same place of discharge, and all the 
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countries to the south of the saz‘ ne of limits, 
shall belong to her Majesty of Btugal. The 
navigation of the Arawary along iis whole 
course shall be common to both nations. 
The arrangements that have taken place be- 
tween the courts of Madrid and Lisbon, for 
the settling of their frontiers in Europe, shall 
be executed according to the treaty of Bada- 
joz. IX. The Republic of the Seven Islands 
is recognized. X. The Isles of Malta, Go- 
zo, and Camino, shall be restored to the Or- 
der of St. John of Jerusalem, to be by it pos- 
sessed and held upon the same conditions as 
before the war, and under the following: sti- 
pulations :—1. The Knights of the Order are 
invited to return to Malta as soon as the ex- 
change of the ratifications shall have taken 
place. ‘There they shall form a general chap- 
fer, and proceed to the election of a Grand | 
Master, if it shall not have been done before. | 
2. France and England wishing to put rl 
Order of St. John in a state of the most per- 
fect independence in regard to them, agree | 
that there shall be neither a French nor Eng- | 
lish langue, and that no individual of cither | 
nation shali be there admitted, nor continue 
to form part of the Order. 3. The forces of 
his Britannic Majesty shall evacuate that 
island and its dependencies in three months 
after the exchange of the ratifications; at, 
that time it shall be delivered to the | 
Order in the condition in which it was 
found, provided that the Grand Master, or 
his comimissaries fully authorized according to 
the ancient regulations, shall be in the island 
1. 
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to take possession, and that the Provisionar 
force hereafter stipulated shall have ae | 
4. There shall be established a Maltese 
langue, which shall be maintained out of the 
territorial revenue and commercial duties of 
the island. This langue shall have the same 
dignities, and the same income and residence, 
as the others. The municipal employments, 
administrative and others, civil and judiciary 
at least as far as one half, shall be held by the 
native inhabitants of theisland. 5. The one 
half, at least, of the garrison shall always be 
composed of native Maltese; as for the rest, 
the Order shall have the liberty of recruiting 
them among the natives of those countries only 
who continue to possess langues. The Mal. 
tese troops shall have native officers. The 


| chief command of the whole garrison of the 


island, as well as the nomination of the offi- 
cers, shall belong to the Grand Master of the 
Order, without the power of delegating his 
authority to any particular commander. 6, 
The independence of the isles of Malta, 
Gozo, and Camino, as well as the present 
arrangement, are placed under the pro- 
tection and guarantee of France, Great Bri- 
tain, Austria, Spain, Russia, and Prussia, 
7. The permanent neutrality of the Order of 
Malta is proclaimed. §&. The ports of Malta 
shall be open to all nations, upon payment of 
equal and moderate duties. ‘The duties shall 
be applied to the maintenance of the Maltese 
langue, to that of the military and civil esta 
blishments of the island, as well as to that of 
a lazaretto general, open to the flags of all na- 
tions. 9. The powers of Barbary are alone 
exempted from the dispositions mentioned in 
the two preceding paragraphs, till they have 
renounced their system of habitual hostility. 
10. The Order shall be governed by the same 
laws, spiritual and temporal, which were In 
torce while the knights were out of the island, 
provided they be not contrary to any thing 
herein stipulated. 11. The dispositions pe 
tioned in paragraphs 4th, 5th, 7th, sth, 
10th, shal! be converted into perpetual laws 
and statutes of the Order, in the usual form; 
and the Gzand Master and his successors os 
be obliged to take an oath punctyally to 00° 
servethem. 12. His Sicilian Majesty seagael 
nish a corps of 1 OCO mento garrison seo 
corps shall be placed there within a year , P 
che date of the exchange of the gatification’ ’ 
the present treaty. It can only be igs TO ci. 
the ancient native troops of the states ot a ; 
cilian Majesty. 15. The different powers 
cified in paragraph 6th, shall be invited Oe 
cede to the present stipulations.— ae 
#rench troops shall evacuate the king XI 
Naples, and the dominions of Rome. cat 
The evacuations, cessions, and re si 
stipulated by the present treaty, r : the cote 
cuted for Europe in one month ; 10F 
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tinent and seas of America and Africa, in 
three monihs; for the continent and seas of 
Asia in six months, after the ratification of 
the definitive treaty. XII. In every 
restituuion agreed upon in the ent treaty, 
the fortifications shall be dese in the con- 
oH tion in. which they were previous to the 
gnature of the preli ninaries, and all the 
works consiruc! occupation sail 

remain a a [t is farther ayre 
uated cession, the inha- 


case ol 


On 


pl CS 


d since the 
sarvt. sha 
cd, Lal 


4 


in eve ry case ol st! I 

bitants, of whatever condition or nation, shail 

be allowed three years, 5, reckoning from the 
}) 


ratification of the treaty, to dispose of their 


property, < aemuyeS or possessed, whether be- 


fore or during the present war ; dy ving wiich 
term of i years they muy freely excrcise 


( 
their religion, and enjoy their property. “Phe 
ame liberty is allowed in the countries re- 
“red toall those who may have made esta- 
nents of any so! t during the me when 
those countries were In possessi°n of Gre al 
Britain. With regard to the other inhabitants 


} j 
5 { 
afreead 
Oo 


. 
r 
bhi sn 


of countries restored or ceded, it is 
that none of them shall be perse 
quieted, or troubled in his pereps or pro- 
perty, under any pretext, on account of his 
political conduct or opinions, er on account 
' his attachment to any of the contract- 
ing pai ‘tics, or for any other reason Cx- 
cept for debts contracted with individuals, or 
(erior to the present tr 


‘-questered property piac ot i on 


77 7 dre. 
cuted, Gi 


for behaviour } 

X{V. All the “ 
either 
trisis, of wuatever so 
ing to any one of the « 
to its citizens and sbicas shali be delivered 
up linmediately after the signature a this de- 
finitive treaty. The decision of all ciaims 

een the individuals of the ts 

tor debts. property, ¢ elfect ' OF rights of any 
which, according to the rc ‘ceived usages 


’ “> . 
iit ) be resto rc ‘d y* 
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‘ 
! 
re 


rt the) 
tre cling powers, or 


] 
may DC, belo hy- 


octw vO nalions, 
sort, 
and laws o! 
the 
Competent trib: 
shall rene ler prompt and entire 
copatries Ww here fae claims shall be respec- 
tively made. XV. The fis 

of Newfoundland and the adjacent islands, 
and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, are placed 
pon the same foot ing upon which they were 
* store the war. The fishermen of 2 


Nauons, OuY 


nals: and in this case they 
}JUSHICE IN thie 


. ’ 

> -< YTY re ‘ ? 
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sheri » Wha sam ant 
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Ne .¥ 


toundland, and the inhabitants of the isles of 
St. Petre and Miquelon, may cut the wood ne- 
cessary for them in the bays of Fortune and 
Despair dui ring the first year. XVI. Toprever 

ail subjecis of compiaint and di spute that 
might arise on account of the pares which | 


may, have been made on the sea after the | al 


_ Signature of the preliminaries, it is rec cipro- | 


Cally agreed upon, that the vessels and effects | 


' Which shail have been taken ia the Channel | | 
“Vor. IL. 





side, in the funds, revenues, and | 
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time of the new e, shall be cominitted to 
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1tand Northern Sea 
days, reckoning from 
rauhcations of the preliminary articies, shall 
on both sides be tliat the term 
shall be one month, from St. George’s Chan- 
nel and the Northern Seas, to the Canary 
Isles inclusively, whether An the ocean or 
Mediterranean ; from. the 


s, after the space of twelve 
the exc ange of the 


restored: 


{wo mont 
naries to the Equator : 
r part of the work , with- 


Ane In tine, five 


Months Inevery Oui 
. ’ 


OUL any ¢ xcepuion or pardocular distinction of 


. ; : ’ _ VV __— 1 
UAC Gy] pri at Ne sa ¥ II. | ble AimOaS idors 


ministers, and other agents of the contracting 
1 ? . ‘ . , . . o 

powers, shall enjoy respectively, in the d 
| ' AOg Ocheddd i », ‘ | \ i iv» A asf GO- 
min of the Gd powers, the same rank, 
priv! CS, prerogauives, and iminunivies, 

’ 

which agents of the § eC Ck ent by the 
d contra r powers enjoy before the 


1 
XVILL. France shall }rocure for the 


branch of the House of Nassau, which ex- 
isted in Holland, indemniti Germany 
equivaient to all the losses it) hx ustain d. 
AIX. The pt it (real cd red common 
to thy lige: } Republ NX |} pre- 
sent ticaty sh I] | *TAUMCa \ e contrat ling 


nve aqavsS, OF SOOnCr il 


possibie, and tLe ratiications in due form 
shall be exchanecd at Par 

Seovel l f r cloo—The French 
troops shall e ate Otranto, when tle island 
yf Vialta hail be evacuated by thy force: of his 
Prit c Maiesty [ 1 Cornwallis reserves 
fils di VOY {Ol (s.¢ nN 1 ¢ yn l ( 

J. Bonapari, Cornvallis. 


PROTO Ole 


Amit NS, { eh Va cul | s() ? (|< th lento Sy 
nm 19 Phe Pien:potentiarics of his Brit in- 


nic Maj ty and of the Frenc!: R pub c bel ng 
met, Lord Cornwallis decla that 
‘ronment hav 1 with the most 
aitention the rclative to 
Malta, presented by 1 \linister in 

P otoco! of the 19th of Febru: ") (which 
was not signed ull the 23d) has fo und that 
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two projets 


bre tC i) 
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SCTIOUS 


QOlii p ( sae 1col cj} nuv ac im issible, 
vhich praposes to put politan parison 
4 i > ; * 
ln that isianu Hut the nun r Ol irCcOps 
prop { appears to that government evi- 
dently too sinall, and the time ol their re- 
maining in the island too short; so that withe 
out I jin thie { a Y) bi Jah {! * Pro- 
1. anh ans on ; 
¢t in question cannot be adeupted ACL 
‘ . ' 
cable mean of fulhliing the intention if the 
preiiminarics. There are others, 100, which 
it is very essential to explain more ¢ le. rl, » to 


sible, the dj lieu lies 


i¢ projet. 


nt as much as po 
4! 


Tt is very important for the two! nation 1s, and 

aiso ior all oF urope, to hx a funy | arrange” 

ment for that island, th ¥ may leave no uncer 

tainty as to its future he big It is upoa 

this * ateie that the British govcrmment 
* Lil 


Pe Be. Pra as 


Rn 


ae 


a 


a ome 





st snare ee 


om . 
me 











- 


Bit BAA EES 


- Ae at aed we Re AS = 


a 


me 


a 


Pare 2 


“iret SS SE 


re 


rho. ae 
** , 


Tews 


=e a a 
SF 


—— s 
a ar tee 


+e Ts ee 
Se mee 
- oo 





=H? 


Oe Pe 


os 


a 


© ange te SP 


el 


ae aie. 





i 


————S 


— ea 
~ * 





















“ 


ae 


ee ee eee ee eee et a 
o aos 7 


a ae 


es 


oe 


. - se = 
oe 


aS, 
me" - os —— 
~e-> 2* oe 
ne 
mm, 


= 


oe SRS Ie oer 2, eet 


— > - we 
iene . 





- . ~~ 
eee 


—<+_-3 
ene 


a 


Sto 
a $ 


5 aie tH oe 


ate Ls 


1891] 


acts, a principle that could only arise from | 
its desire to remove every cause of misunder- | 
standing for the future between itself and the 

French government. With this view it has | 
emp‘ovyed itself anew to draw up another plan, | 
in which it has endeavoured to new-model | 
some of the same dispositions that are in the | 
former projets. It believes them indispen- | 
sable for the attainment of the object waich | 
it is desired to arrange, and cannot, therefore, | 
sist upon them too strongly. The new plan | 
proposed bv the British government is as fol- | 
lows:—I. The isles of Malta, Gozo, and Ca- | 
mino, shall be restored to the Order of St. | 
John of Jerusalem, in the condition in which | 
they were held by that Order before the com- 
mencement of hostilities between Great Bri- 





stipulations. II. The Knigiits of the Order, 
of whom the langues shall continue to subsist 
after the exchange of the ratifications of the | 
resent treaty, shall be invited to return to | 
Malta as soon as the exchauge shall have 
taken place: they shall form a general chap- 
ter, and proceed to the election of a Grand | 
Master, it it shall not have been done before, 
in consequence of the declaration of the Em- 
eror of Russia, of the 16th of March 1801. 


tain and France, and under the following | 
| 
| 
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the same state in which it was found, pro. 
vided the Grand Master or commissioners 
fully authorised, according to the statutes of 
the Order, shall be in the island to take pos- 
session of it, and provided that the force to 
be furnished by his Sicilian Majesty, accord- 
ing toarticle XII. shall have arrived. V1. The 
half of the garrison at least shall be composed 
of native Maltese. For the rest, the Order 
shall have the liberty of recruiting among the 
natives of those countries only that shall 
continue to possess langues in the Order, 
VII. The independence of the isles of Malta, 
Gozv and Camino, as well as the present ar- 
rangement, shall be placed under the protec. 
tion and guarantee of Great Britain, France, 
Austriz, Russia, Spain and Prussia. VIL. The 
permanent neutrality of the isle of Malta is 
prociairned. IX. The ports of Malta shall 
be open to the commerce and navigation of all 
nations, upon payment of an equal and mo 
derate duty. ‘Those duties shall be applied to 
the support of the Maltese langue, in the 
manner specified in article [Vth, to that of 
the civil and military establishments of the 
island, as well as the lazaretto general, open 
to the flags of all nations. X. The Powers 
of Barbary are alone excepted from the dis- 


tis understood, that while it shall be compa- | positions of the two preceding articles, till by 
MG. 


tible with the dispositions mentioned jn article 


Knights who were qualified to vote at the 


election of a Grand Master at the time of | 


that declaration. ! 
Great Britain and France, desirous to place 
the Order of St. John, and the island of Malta, 
‘in a state of entire independence, of both 


| an 
4th, the Order shall consist only of those | 


IiI. The governments of | St. Jahn, shall be terminated. 


arrangement to be brought about by the 
contracting parties, the system of perpetual 
hostilities which has subsisted for so long 4 
time between these Powers and the Order o! 
XI. The Order 
shall be governed in spiritual and temporal 
concerns by tle same statutes that were 1m 
force since the Knights left the island, as fer 


the one and the other of these powers, agree, | as they shall be compatible with the different 


Ist, That there shall be neither a French nor 
an English langue. 2d. That no individual be- 
longing to one or the other power shall be ad- 
mitted into the Order. IV. There shail be 
established a Maltese langue, to be maintained 
by the territorial revenues and commercial 
duties of the island. There shall be annexed 
to that langue specific dignities, with a pro- 
portional income and residence. The Knights 
of the said langue shall not be required to 
produce any other proof to be admitted into 
the Order than that of actual nobility. They 
shall, in other respects, be admissible to all 
charges, and shail enjoy all privileges as the 
Knights of the other langues. The muni- 
cipal employments, adininistrative, and others, 


at least one half, by the native inhabitants of 
Malta, Gozo, and Camino. V. The forces 
of his Britannic Majesty shall evacuate that: 
island and its dependencies, in three morths 
after the ratifications shall be exehan ged At y 


regulations specified. XII. The disposit:ons 
contained in the articles II]. 1V. Vi. VIIE- 
and XI. shall be converted into perpetual laws 
and statutes of the Order in the usual form; 
and the Grand Master or his .representative, 
'after the island shall be restored, 25 well a 
lis successors, shall be obliged to take an 
oath punctually to observe the said a 
sitions, as being the stipulations under whic! 
the isle of Malta has been restored to a 
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, and whic 
shall be preserved by the Order for gh 
XIII. His Sicilian Majesty shall furnish 

force of two thousand men for a garrisoP to 
the different fortifications of the said islanes 


ee 





. - m 
That force shall remain there one year 7° 
. . - s. a | ° . land to the 
civil and judiciary under the government of | the date of the restitution of the 3s 
the island, shall be held in the proportion of | Knights. 


If, after the expiration 0 “a 
term, in the opinion of the guarant¢ 
Powers, the Order shall not have ra®" 
number of men sufficient to serve for a $7 
rison in the island and its depend re the 
the inanner proposed by the 6th oy i fe" 
Neapolitan troops shall remain there 





that time it shall be restored to the Order in, 
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lieved by a sufficient force, upon which the 
guarantecing powers shall agree. XIV. The 
different powers specified in the 7th article, 
namely, Great Britain, Fravice, Austria, 
Russia, Spain, and Prussia, shall be invited to 
‘accede to the present arrangement. Citizen 
Joseph Bonaparte reserves his answer till the 
first conference. Cornwallis, Bonaparte. 
PROTOCOL. 

Amiens, 18th Ventose, An 10, March 9, 1802. 
The Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic 
and his Britannic Majesty being met, Lord 
Cornwallis demanded the insertion in the pre- 
tocol of the tollowing note, in answer to that 
which Citizen Joseph Bonaparte has published 
in his note inserted in the protocol of the 2d 
Ventose, (2Ist of February) relative to the 
Oitoman Porte. Lord Cornwallis has com- 
municated to his Government, as well as to 
the Ambassador of the Sublime Perte at Paris, 
this note of the French Plenipotentiary. It 
ought to be mentioned that the Ambassador 
has already announced to him on the 10th of 
January, that he had received the orders of 
the Sublime Porte to repair to Amiens to treat 
of a definitive treaty of peace with France, in 
concert with the allies of the Sublime Porte; 
and that -he had applied to the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of France in consequence, 
who was then at Lyons. The same Ambis- 
sador, according to the communication under- 
mentioned, of what had passed relative to 
him between the French and Britannic Pleni- 
potentiaries, has testified to Lord Cornwallis, 
of the date of the 27th of February, that 
which follows: That not having received an 
answer from the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
to the first request that he had made to be 


admitted to the Congress of Amiens, he had | 


renewed that demand when that Minister had 
returned to Paris. That for the same purpose 
he had presented himself to the First Consul 
of the French Republic, who had replied, 
that it was not necessary for him to attend the 
Congress, and that he might treat directly at 
Paris, when an explanation had taken place 
between the French Republic and the British 
Cabinet, on the subject of the peace between 
France and Portugal, of which the case was 
similar to that which existed between France 
and the Sublime Porte. That having an- 
swered, that he couli do nothing without 
communicating with the Allies of the Sublime 
Porte, he had insinuated to him to write on 
this. subject to the Minister of his Britannic 
Majesty at London. 

That having consulted his instructions, he 
had informed the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
that he was not authorised to correspond with 
the British Cabinet, but only to concert with 
the British Plenipotentiary at the Congress of 
Amiens. That he had not yet received an 
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ultimate and categorical answer to his de- 
mand on the part of the Minister of Foreign 
Relations: and that, finally, he always pere 
sisted to demand his admission to the cons 
gress. Citizen Bonaparte will easily perceive 
how this declaration of the Ottoman Ambas- 
sador himself differs from that which ts con- 
tained in the note inserted in the Protocol of 
the 2d Ventose (2lst of February.) It ap- 
pears from this, that thé Ambassador has not 
received any other powers or instructions than 
those by which he is ordered to repair to 
Amiens, there to treat of a definitive peace, 
'in concert with the Allies of the Sublime 
Porte. Lord Cornwallis will take this oppor- 
tunity of observing, upon what the First 
Consul appears to have said to the Ottoman 
Ambassador, that he cannot discover in itany 
exact resemblance in the two cases between 
France and Portugal, and France and the 
Sublime Porte. The Fx-Ambassador of the 
Porte has made a treaty with France at Paris, 
posterior to the preliminaries signed at Lon- 
don. 





The Sublime Porte has judged it pro- 
per to refuse to ratify the treaty, and to 
adhere to the preliminaries: this is what has 
been communicated to the British Govern- 
ment. Portugal, on the contrary, does not 
appear to have refused to ratify her separate 
treaty with l'rance; this case, therefore, cau- 
not be considered as resembling that which 
exists between the Sublime Porte and France. 
The British Government having seen the 
aforesiid protocol of the 2d Ventose (21st 
February) and the answer of the Ottoman 
| Ambassador upon what Is there thrown out, 
| has ordered Lord Cornwallis to renew his de- 
| 





mand to the Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic, that the Ottoman Porte may be 
| admitted as a contracting party, or as an ac- 
| ceding party, to the detinitive treaty of peace. 
Lord Cornwallis has therefore the honour 
to intreat Citizen Joseph Bonaparte to receive, 
/on his part, the very pressing applications 
which he is charged to make to him in this 
respect. Citizen Joseph Bonaparte, in his 
| insisting upon his preceding declarations, has 
| reserved to himself to answer, at greater 
| length, in the next conierence. 
. Bonaparte, Cornwallis. 
The official documents on the negotiation 
| of Amiens, give undeniable proofs of the 
| great anxiety which the First Consul mani- 
| fested in pressing it to a conclusion. To surs 
inount the difficulties which still opposed it, 
he gave special instructions to Citizea Joseph 
Bonaparte, to afford the negotiation all the 
| accommodations compatible with the honour 
and interest of France; confining himself in 
other repects, and on all occasions, to the 
spixit of the preliminaries. In consequence 
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the pr 


projet of the treatv, inserted in | 
0: ol ‘of the 15th Ventese. In the | 
conversations whic segs ah between the 
two Pléniiotentia s, Ma rquis Cornwallis 

declared that be hed enforced, in his corres- 
pondence with h's Court, t 
the French Governmen', namely, that the 
French troons should remain at Otranto as 
Jonz as the Eneiis!: remained at Malta. Mean- 
while, the Cabinet of London evinced some 
repugnance to Insert a clause which bore ex- 


was altogetler out of respect to that Cour 
and from an entire confidence 
faith of the British Government, 
binet of Paris desisted fro m the clar use it had 
demanded, and which was ; Panter 
by the Baglish Ambassador himself. 
new proof of condescension a 
did not prevent the n 
still protracted by the delav of the answers 
which Marquis Cornwallis expected from 
London. Citizen Joseph Bona ipa 
lresscu to him a note for expediting matters; 
to which the E r 
without expressing any decision uron _the 
contested points... These two docume 
avere In the following terms: 
Amiens, 19th Ventose, An 10. Citizen 
Jose Bonaparte has received from Paris 
the answers which he could desire, 
articles which have been the object of t)« 
last conferences. He believe 
so completely exhausted, tat | 
the negotiation cannot be much longer re. 
robert He prays, th erefore, t! at Lord Corn. 
vallis will have the kindness to declare the 
tered when, having received the expla 
nations which he still waited for yesterday, 
upon the article of the prisoners and others, 
he will be in condition to conclude. The 
moment of the epoch so much desired, will 
no longer depend but upon the Plenipoten- 
tiaries. Lord Cornwallis will, doubtless, par- 
take in the linpatience of the undersigned, 
J. Boni apurte. 
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Note of Lord Cornwallis. March 
11, 1802. Lord Cornwallis, in place of an- 
swering the whole subject of the note which 
Citizen Joseph Bonaparte has done him the 
honour to address to him, of yesterday’s date, 
conceives that he stamps a higher value u ron 
it by transmitting: it immed: ately to his Go 
vernment. He has received the ‘most lively 
pleasure from learning, that that Minister be- 
lieves that the period of the negotiation can- 
not be retarded. ‘The desire of the British 
Government to see it terminated, cannot be 
e ualled but by the personal wishes of Lord 
Cornwallis in that respect. He will be eager, 
thereto e, to communicate to Citizen Joveph 
Bonaparte the information which regards the 
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article of the prisoners the very moment it 
arrives. He has nothing to wait’ for but this 
article; and ke has too much confidence } in 


1 4}. 
the justice of the French Government to 


believe, that if his Government conce VES it 


sull contrary to its honour to comply, in any 


_manner, with the desires which France he 


expressed upon the other objects, of whi ch 
he gave an account vesterday, that that re- 
{isal of his Gov ernm< ent will prove any ob- 


' stacle to the cenclus on of the € peace. ‘Cre 
press'y upon the Court of Naples; and it} 


soratiatir we sher 
egotiation from bein: 


hope of obiaiing a pre mM pt and hon 


nations, 


gotiation still experienced, 





energy, the numberless proofs w! 





zen Joseph Bonaparte may be well assured, 
that Lord Cernwallis will partake in all his 
impatien ce to accelerate that epoch, when the 
final adjustment of the matter shall on ily d 
ei ‘nd upon the Plenipotentiaries. Co rmcallis, 
The answers irom Londen, fer wv bich I Lord 
Cornwell's waited, so fer from expediting the 
necotiation, were calculated only . retard it. 
He himself wes convinced of the fact: and 
In a conference of seven hours, which he had 
on the 27th Ventose, tens Ciuzen Joseph bo- 
naparte, who, having recapitulated ail t! 
ccommodations and + all the s ierifices which 
ca en e 


had | saps ee Se a 
France had been induced to offer with t 


b] 


nor 
termi: 1atio no f ait erences between the vo 
Lord Cornw: lis appeared to be per- 
sonally affected by the delays which the ne- 
‘and expressed 3 
h ope that his Government would desist frem 
changes which it had preposed. The mo- 
ment was decisive. At the conclusion of the 
definitive treaty of peace, a circun stance 
took place similar to th Ace 
Wmninary 


bic] 1d 
at wil h hi ap 
occurred at the eonclusion of the pr 
treaty ; mon th that at the moment of 8m 
j yy re Jee tel and ¢; 
Ing fF nel: wind multinitced cdifaculties and ci 
ad never had a sincere cesire 


and that some % 


neries, as if ith 
to terminate hostilities, 
thouzhi had always remained to de ‘ley + thal 5° 


neral repose, so desirable to all FE urope. Ut 
zen Joseph Boneparte, to point ot In 


terms, all the con eieBction s of such & rt 
duct, in the last note which he sent on the 2c 
a Loar 
V entose, resumed d with as much cieare. 
hich t! i€ b 


inelinatien 


f 


Consul had given of his uniform } 
for a speedy and favourable conclusion of fe 
definitive treaty. 
Amiens, 8th Ventose, 2" * 
Note.—The undersigned has seen; ae 
as‘ much pain as aste nishment, the 3 one . ’ 
made by the Briiish govern nent ey my 
plan of the definitive treaty, the joint sae 
of the Jabour of the plenipotenti iaries, $M 
the commencement of the conferences 2 
solemnly communica ated to the ministers 
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ant 
ant 


the 
Spain, and of ihe Bataviam Kep 40 
meeting of the 22 Ventose. Lig oie 
difficult, wes drawn up in the ¢ ~ plyvior 
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the preamble and ten articles (articles I. II]. | much 
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Vit. VILi. (X. XU. XU. XVI. XVIL. and | 
XXII.) were agreed to. The article regard- 


ing the Cape ot Good Hope was agreed to in 
the conterence of the § Vluviose, at which the 
Ratavian minister assisted. In that of the 15 
Ventose (March 6), several other articles 
(articles IV. V. XIV. XV. XVIII.) were 
drawn up in concert. There remained no 


farther diffcult'es but upon par graph 12 of 


article X. regard ng Malta; upon article XiX. 
relative to the accession of the Ligurian Re- 
public ; upon the separate article, rel itive to 
the continuance of the French troops at 
Otranto; upon the accession of the Ot- 
tom n Porte; and upon article II. re- 
garding the prisoners. Lord Cornwallis hav- 
ing proposed the reducing to writing of para- 
graph 12, and of some other less important 
paragraphs of the article relative to Malt 
that proposal was adopted. The article relative 
to the Sublime Oticman Porte was also inserted 
in the treaty upon the same day, 17 Ventose. 
he articles relative to criminals, and to the 
general guaranteeing of the stipulations, were 
adopted In the same con.erence, agreeably to 
the desire which the British minister mani- 
fested in resardtothem. The erticle con- 
cerning the prisoners, discussed at om 
lencth ‘during the first days of the nevotia- 
tion, had at je ngih appea red to Lord CG orn- 
wallis not to present any farther obstacle, 
having several times asst aed the un lersigned, 
that he believed the period of the negotiation 
was arrived, seeing*there was no more but 
that article to discuss of it. I ord Cornwallis 
believing, as ti c undersigned also did, that m 
ment arrived, was ple ased to inform him that 
he was eager to de mand of his court the final 
terms of that article, t: e princ ipal stipulations 
of which had been already agreed to. In the 
mean time, in his answer to the note of the 
undersigned, of 19 Ventose, Lord Cornwallis 
expressed the wish, that ifthe kuglish govern- 
met conceived it still contrary to its honour to 


comply, in any manner, with ‘the. desires which 


Prance had ernressed upon the other oljects, of 
which he had TIVE nN any account, thet refusal of 


his governnient cwwould not preve an obstacle to 
the peace. ‘Those objects which could sfill 
retard the conclusion were now reduced to the 
artic'e of the accession of the Ligurian Re- 
public, and to the continuing of the French 
troops at Otranto. The undersigned was 
fortunate enough to be authorized to an- 
nounce, upon the 2 ith, to Lord Cornwallis, 

that these last obstacles were removed by the 
his government, which 
consented {o ‘the admission of the article re- 
garding the evaéuations -withouit restriction, 
and to the admission of that article relative to 
tie “Ligurian” Republic. The moment so 
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desired, was at length arrived. It was 
agreed that, upon the 22d, the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the four contracting powers should 
mect to adjus st several articles ot detail, such 
as the language in which the treaty should be 
reduced to w riting, the titles, &c. That 
mecting too : Lee at the house of the Bata- 
vian ministe The English and Spanish mi- 
nisters having desired an alteration as to ar- 
ticle VI. regarding the Cape of Good Hope, 
it was adopted after some trifling discussions. 
Lord Cornwallis was pleased to express to the 
undersigned, how much he was struck with 


| sie ° ° . ° . 
the facility with which the Batavian minister 


had given up the article which had been pre- 
viously sub ae and with the conc iliating 
manner in which M. le Chevalier D’Azara 
had relin arena the desire which he had _ al- 
ways expressed, of having the treaty reduced 
Lis sh language, in order to avoid 
the delay which the dis patchinga new courier 
would occasion, Article V. was of-new dis- 
cussed between the English and Batavian 
ministers, and it was a greed that there should 
be added. for the greater precaution, to the 
words already agreed upon, * and to its East 
A separate article, con- 
taining some reservations as to the langues, 
was also agreed upon. Lord Cornwallis 
having expressed, in the same conference, to 
the undersigned, that he was particularly de- 
sirous, that inarticle XIX. the Ottoman Porte 
should be described as the ally of his Britan- 
the undersigned readily assented 
‘corrections were made upon the 

al minutes by the secretaries of 
legation; and it was at the same time agreed, 
that the secretary to the French legation 
should undertake to have copies, conforma- 
bly to the alterations then made, prepared 
for the ministers of Spain, and of the Bata- 
vian Republic. The article concerning the 
prisoners alone, of which the British ministry 
had reserved the final wording, was still not 
literally adjusted. . Marquis Cornwallis waited 


to it. The: 
different orig 


| for it with the greatest impatience all the 


plentpotentiaries, particularly the undersign- 
ed, fully participated in the confidence ex- 
pressed’ by him; but, yesterday, in place of 
a simple article drawn up in a spirit of con- 
ciliation, agreeably to the preliminaries, and 
to the promises of the British lenipote n- 
tiarv, the undersigned pesstnell a projet, 
which does aw ay several important articles, 
puts back the ne gotiation, endangers its fate, 
even at a period when it appeared happily ar- 
rived at its termination; at the same time, 
too, is an order to arm in their ports, given 
by the British government. To appreciate 
every extraordinary circumstance which tls 
change presents, it is sufficient to compare 
the definitive terms of the treaty, such as : 
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have been adopted by the four pienipoten- 
fiaries, with the new plan which has been 
communicated to him by Lord Cornwallis, and 
of which he has sent him a copy upon the 
27th current. 


The undersigned wishes still | 
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least, a very different principle: — II], Con. 
formable, IV. Conformable. Y. The Ba- 
tavian Republic cedes and guarantees, in fyl} 
property and sovereignty to his Britannic Ma. 
jesty, all the possessions and establishments 


to believe that the efforts of the plenipoten- | in the island of Ceylon which did belong to 
tiary cannot have been made in vain; that Lord | the republic of the United Provinces, or to its 


Cornwallis will experience from his goyern- | Kast IndiaCompany. 


Observation. Inart.5, it 


ment the same confidence which the under- | is endeavoured to change the denomination of 


signed has had the happiness to inspire into 
his, and which he has employed to bring 
matters to such a point, that it was impos- 
sible for any wise and moderate man not to 
regard the work of pacification as accomplish- 
ed. It is, above all, in these circumstances, 
that the undersigned is desirous of authen- 
tically renewing to Lord Cornwallis, the 
homage and profound esteem with which 
his sentiments and his character inspire 
him: he begs that he will be pleased to ac- 
cept of his high consideration. 
J. Bonaparte. 

' Art. I. There shall be peace, friendship, 
and good understanding, between his Ma- 
jesty the King of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, and the Sublime 
Ottoman Porie, their heirs and successors. 
Observation. In the first article of the treaty 
drawn up with the concurrence of the pleni- 
potentiarics, only four powers were enume- 
rated; namely, France, England, . Spain, and 
Holland ; in the new projet, on the contrary, 
the Sublime Porte is introduced as if that 
government had been mentioned in the act. 
IJ. All the prisoners made on cither side, by 
sea or land, and the hostages carried away 
and given during the war, and to this day, 
shall be restored, without ransom, in six 
weeks at latest, reckoning from the day of 
the exchange of the ratifications of the pre- 
sent treaty; and on paying the debts. which 
they may have contracted during their cap- 
tivity. Each contracting party, to whom 
prisoners have been restored, or may be re- 
stored, shall respectively pay the advances 
which have been made by any of the con- 
tracting parties, for the subsistence and main- 
tenance of those prisoners in the countries in 
which they have been detained, conformable 
to the receipts, proved accounts, and other 
authentic documents, which shall be fur- 
nished by both parties. Commissioners shall 
be appointed by the contracting parties to re- 
gulate and adjust the claims and demands of 
each, as well as the amount due .on the said 
credits. Observation. The part of article 2d, 
which relates to the compensations for the 
maintenance of prisoners, ought to have been 
drawn up either according to the prelimi- 
naries, or according to the repeated promises 
of the rage plenipotentiary ; but the new 
article is drawn up upon an opposite, or, at 


| 
| 
| 


the Batavian Republic, into that of the Re. 
public of the United Provinces. VI. The Cape 
ot Good Hope is restored in ful! sovereignty 
to the Batavian Republic. — Its ports shall he 


, open for the trade and navigation of the con- 
_tracting parties, whose subjects and citizens 
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: other respects. 


en a ee ee. 








shall, with respect to the payment of duties, 
be placed on the same footing as the citizens 
of the Batavian Republic. Observation. This 
article does indeed grant to France and Eng- 


land the greatest advantages in the ports of 


the Cape of Good Hope. But the French 
minister considers it his duty to observe, that 
article six of the projet, generally adopted, 
was agreed upon by the plenipotentiaries, and 
inserted in the Protocol. VII. Conformable. 
VIII. It seems just that the paragraph added 
to this article should be omitted, as his Bri- 
tannic Majesty is not directly a party to the 
exception in question: but if the paragraph 
be preserved, it will be necessary to add an- 
other, affirming the integrity of Portugal in 
Observation. It has been re- 
cognized that it is indispensable to declare the 
preservation of the integrity of the Portu- 
guese possessions; but with the reduction 
resulting from the cession of Olivenza to 
Spain, which could not be more properiy 
expressed than in article eight, which it 1s 
proposed to change. IX. Conformable. X. 
Words to be substituted in paragraph first, 
instead of those. which follow :—Previovs- 
Ly. From the exchange of the preliminary 
articles of peace, ii is expected that the elec- 
tion should be made conformable to the sta 
tutes and forms established for regulating the 
election of a Grand Master. Tne office 0! 
Grand Master of the Order is considered by 
the contracting parties as having been vacant a 
the time the preliminary articles were signe®- 
To insert in paragraph three these orm 
“ Existing Nobility.” To insert 10 paragrn 
nine, the following words: “ The system 
perpetual hostility, which has so long ae 
sisted between those powcrs and the Or 4 
of St. John of Jerusalem, shall be terminate , 

To insert at the end of paragraph isin 
the following words: * Shall be held to -_ 
oath to observe punctually the said ec 

tions, they being the stipulations under ¥ - 
the island of Malta is to be restored » ch 
Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, and w “ % 
shall for ever be observed by the Order 
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Observation. This addition contains a a super- 
fluous stipulation, relative to the non-continu- 
ance of the former Grand Master. The | 
change proposed in the ninth paragraph, ren- 
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ders the concurrence of the contracting | 
owers, relative to the cessation of hostilities | 
by the Barbary states, only applicable to the 
hostilities which these states carry on against | 
the Order of Malta. This, though intinitely | 
less advantageous to the general good, is still | 
honourable, but very dithcult of execution ; 
for, either the powers which have langues i in 
Malta, and remain in war with the Bar bary 
states, must abstain from the advantages they 
would obtain by being admitted into the ports 
of that island, or the Barbary powers them- 
selves must renounce those advantages. The 
addition proposed to paragraph eleven, is only 
a repetition of that which is stipulated by the 
same paragraph, and w hich is also literally 
expressed in the first paragraph, T he 
changes suggested to be made in the twelfth 
paragraph, depart from the spirit of inde- 
pendence and impartiality, according to which 
it was pretended the new organization of 
Malta was to be regulated; since, according 
to that change, the ‘King of Naples may send 
a garrison to Malta, consisting of many liable 
to be greatly prejudiced. In the course of | 
the negotiation, Neapolitan troops have al- 
ways been mentioned ; but Swiss troops in | 
* service of Naples are not Neapolitans. 
Conformable. XII. To add to this ar- 
Sicle after the words, * by this present trca- | 
ty,” the following words: “ Except in the 
case in which it is expressly otherwise dis- | 
posedof.” XIII. XIV. XV.and XVIII. Some | 
words which differ in the translation, of no | 
importance. XVI. Conformable. XVIII. | 
Allthe property which belonged to the Prince 
described by his Britannic Maje: tyas Prince } 





of Orange, and by the French Kepublic as 
Prince of Nassau, in the month of December, 
1794, and which has been sequestered sinc 
that period, shall be restored to him. XIX. | 
The Sublime Ottoman Porte shall be invited 
by the contracting partics to accede to the 
present definitive treaty of peace, on the! 
terms and conditions therein specified, and 
to transmit-the ratifications at the end of three 
months, or sooner, if possible. 
Joseph Bonaparte. 
Six days after the delivery of this note, the 
treaty was signed ; and the same hand which 
regulated the affairs of the continent with so 
much glory and success at Luneville, con- 
summated, at Amiens, the maritime peace. 
{ Here folloz: ¢ the definitive treaty, for which 
see Cobbett’s Annual Register, Vol. 1, 


¢ $2!. 
Phus was thé treaty of Amiens concluded : 
the ratifications were exchanged, and there 
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was, on the part of France, no delay in the 
punctual execution of all the articles. In 
three months, the kingdom of Naples, Ta- 
rentum, and the Papal States, were evacu- 
ated. Both nations began to taste the fruits 
of the peace. But the war-faction of Lon- 
don suffered no opportunity in parliament to 
escape them of provoking hostilities ; and 
even from the language of the ministry durin g 
the discussions, 1t appeared that they only 


' waited for intelligence from the continent, 


in order to violate the peace. A number of 
execrable men, who had survived our intes- 
tine revolutions, and whom the English go- 
vernment had employed during the war, 
were sull pensioned, and were now medi- 
tating assassinations in Jersey and London, at 
the same time that they were publishing, in 
periodical papers in the French language, 
every thing which could excite the indigna- 
tion of the republic. Some priests, unworthy 
of that sacred character, rebels against the 
authority of the Pope, and the disgrace of 
the Catholic Church, continued to hold 
meetings in London, where they fabricated 
mandata, and used every means in their 
power to promote trouble and disorder in the 
interior of France. After the English go- 
vernment had frequently promised to put a 


| period to such offensive abuse, the govern- 


ment of the republic, finding that all those 


| promises were inefiectual, thought proper to 


present an official note on the subject, to 
ascertain at least the intentions and the ob- 
ject of the British cabinet, and to propose 
that whatever should be prohibi‘ed in France, 
with respect to the reciprocal interests of the 
two countries. should also be prohibited in 
England. This note, which was delivered 


| by Citizen Otto, was conceived in these 


terms i— 

[ Lieve follows a note from Af. Otto to Lord 
Tlawkesbury, dated London, August 17, 
1802. See No. 12 of the papers on the 
nerotiation, laid before Parliament on 
the 18th of May, 1803, at page 1003 of 
this volume. | 

This note remained without any official 

answer; the British ministry contenting them- 
Selves with stating, that they would cause sa- 
tisfactorv explan: ations to be made at Paris; 


but t! hough this was promised, nothing was per- 
| formed. 


The periodical papers in the French 
language were encouraged and circulated 
with additional profusion ; and the plots and 
Oe ae Persuaded, at last, that 
this procecded, not from inattention, but from 
design, on the part of the British government, 
the French government sacri ificed, to its love 
of peace, the resentment which these wretch- 

ed libels occasioned, and no farther notice 
was taken of them. “Accordingly, ‘from the 
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month of Thermidor, year 10, there was 


not, in the intercourse between the two go- 


vernments, any mutual complaint, or any | 


exchange of official documents. England, 
however, did not evacuate Egypt, though 
the period fixed for that evacuation had ex- 
pired several months; and the arrangements 
made at Malta indicated an intention of keep- 
ing her troops there. Some conversations 
took place, both at Paris and London, be- 


tween the ambassadors and the ministers of | 


both countries. England, et first, declared 
that she waited for the giiarantee of the pow- 
ers mentioned in the treaty of Amiens; and, 
afterwards, that she waited for the election 
ef a Grand Master. The guarantees were 
given; the Grand Master was appoinied; all 
obstacles were removed; it was even thought 
that some transports wich passed through 
the straits of Gibraltar had been sent to bring 
away the English troops; and that Malta was 
about to be delivered up to the Neapolitan 
garrison: but, without any explanation, with- 
out any previous note, the King of England 
sent to his parliament a meszage, which was 
conceived in the following terms: 

{Here follows his Majesty's \Tessage com- 
municated to both Houses of Parliament on 
the 8th of March 1803. See Parliamen- 
tary Minutes, at page 405 of this volume.) 

The Ambassador of the Republic at Lon- 
don, finding that the British Government had 
made false assertions for the purpose of ex- 
citing a clamour for war, and that they spcke 
of negotiations which dij not exist; saw that 
this conduct could only proceed from a deter- 
mination to violate the treaty of Amiens, and 
compel the Republic to accede to dishonour- 
able stipulations. He therefore thought it 
his duty to enter into some explanation, and 
presented the following note: 

[ Here follows a note from Gen. Andreosst to 
Lord Hawkesbury, dated lVeritand Place, 
March 10, 1803. See No. 41 of the 
Papers on ine Negotiation, laid befor« 
Parliament on the \8th of May, at page 
1042 of this volume.) 

It was not until the 24th of Ventose (March 
15,) seven days after the message had been 
sent to Parliament, that Lord Hawkesbury 
transmitted the answer of his Cabinet: which 
was in the following terms: 

[flere follows a note from Lord Hawkesbury 
+ ta Gen. Andreossi, dated Downing-street, 

March 15th. See No. 455 of the papers 
laid before Particment on the 18th of May, 
at page 1017 of this volume.} 

The complaints and explanations contained 
in this note should have been made long be- 
fore the message was sent to parliament. The 
moment when the three months fixed for 
the evacuation of Malia were about to ex- 
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pire, was the time for Stating the grounds on 
which the evacuation ought to be refused or 
delayed. Some discussions would then have 
arisen between the two Governments: and, 
however legitimate the pretensions of Eng- 
and might have been, she certainly oUughit to 
have employed the means of negotiation be- 
fore she appealed toarms. On the contrary, 
the British Government began with warlike 
projects and preparations; and then stated, 
for the first time, the complaints which were 
the motives of its determinations. The sin- 
gularity of this conduct, and the suspicion 
which it justly excited, did not prevent the 
First Consul from replying to the note of 
the British Cabinet. This answer was deli- 
vered by General Andreossy, and was con- 
ceived in the following terms: 

[Llere follows a note from General Andreossi 
to Lord Hawkesbury, dated Loudon, 7th 
Germinal, dn il. See the, rst inclosure 
at Ao. 49, of the papers prevented on the 
18th of Muy, at page 1053 of ihes volume. 

Particular circumstances occasioned new 

English cruizers appeared on the 
coasts of Holland; and the French M:nisier 
for foreign affairs addressed the following note 


1 


on the subject to the English Ambassador: 


Paris, 4th Germinal, Yeer 11. 
The undersigned minister for foreign afiars 
is charged to demand of the English Ambassa- 


| dor a categorical explanation respecting the vi- 


olation of the French territory, which bes t-ken 
place by the landing of 24 brigands between 
Ostend and Dunkirk, who were thrown on the 
coast by vessels belonging to his Britannic Ma- 
jesty. Information has farther been rece.ved, 
that one of bis Majesty's brigs also anchored in 
t'.e road of Ostend; and that this brig com- 
pelied a French boat to carry on shore 3% 
teen foreigners, who have served 1 ihe 
ranks of the British army. It is asked wilt 
astonishment, who could thus dare to vic'<'¢ 
the territory of France, and throw on bet 
coasts the profligate of every country! wee 
veral English frigates have appeared apes 
Helvoetsiuys, to cruise before the road 5) 08 
the captains have declared to ail the Duica 
boats with which they have s; oken, that the} 
are directed to prevent the sang ol rer 
vessels. The London papers have pe ay 
a pretended letter from the First ©o th "f 
the King of England, and also an account 
the wreck of several vesscls loacen aw 
100,000 stand of arms, for Ireland, are 
colours of the United Irish on boa.“ 
these clamours seem to have evidenlly aes 
their object to irritate the French nation, a 
to lay her under the obligation ol repe 5 
force by force. This proceeding 09 ! et : 
of the British Government is not ssegth “% 
its power. If his Britannic Majesty “”™ 
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territory and of flag. 


extreme moderation ; but they will be strangely | upon this subject. 
deceived, who suppose that this moderation, which are supposed to be cruizing before the 
can be carried so far as to view coolly any | ports of the Batavian Republic, his Britannic 
| Majesty does not conceal that there are seve- 
4 tal ships of war in the seas adjoining those 
A new circumstance soon demanded anew ports; but if the ofhcers who command them 
have made any moveinents, or held any lan- 


violations of territory or flag, 
Ch. Mau. Talleyrand. 


va 


F remonstrance. It was known that the first \ ' 

Fe orders which were transmitted for the evacu- guage which can be regarded as hostile, their 
* ation of the Cape, had been revoked; that , conduct, in that respect, has been directly 
_ _ the evacuation had not taken place; anid that, | opposite to their instructions. The King 
_ = inastate of perfect peace, a capitulation had | relies with entire confidence in the assurances 
a been concluded between the Inglish and} given him by the French Government, that 
fe Dutch troops: whence it resulted, that the | the troops destined for Louisiana will not sail 


Whitworth: 
Paris, 9th Germinal, Year 11. 


be Fee cae eT yee 
aoa mee, PI 


Dutch troops; whence it would result, that 


session of the English. Though the First 
Consul has not been able to give any credit 


® to the news of so extraordinary a violation of | 


the treaty of Amiens, the reports which are 
circulated on this subject are so strongly accre- 
dited, particularly in London, and the details 
of the capitulation are so explicit, that the 


undersigned is charged to demand from the 
Ambassador of England such explanations as | 


™ may dissipate every doubt on so serious a 
® fact. The undersigned entreats the Ambas- 
_ sador of England to accept the assurance of 
ins high consideration. 
Ch. Man. Talleyrand. 
The answerée of the English Ambassador, 
dated the 15th and 17th Germinal, relative 
_ to the cruizers, and the non-evacuation of the 
| Cape, are thus expressed : 
Paris, Apral 5th, 1803. 
The undersigned Ambassador xtraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary. of his Britannic 
_ Majesty, having transmitted to his Court the 
copy of the note communicated to him the 
_ 25th of the last month by M. de Talleyrand, 
_ Minister for foreign affairs, has it in charge 
_to communicate to his Excellency, that the 
British Government has no knowledge of the 
facts which are therein represented as a vic- 
lation of the territory of France. The Mi- 
Nisters of his Britannic Majesty have never- 
eless thought it their duty to use all the 
Vor. IL. 


NEGOTIATION witn ENGLAND. 


The conduct of the 
First Consul, during the fortnight in which 
he has received every kind of provocation, 


» latter were only tolerated at the Cape, while 
> the English troops preserved the possession of 
it. The Minister for foreign affairs addressed 
© _ the following note upon this subject, to Lord 


The newspapers have just published a pre- , 
tended capitulation between the English and | authority, under the title of the Londen Ga- 


in fact, to declare war, he ought to do it; means in their power, to inform themselves 
frankly and openly; but while war is not de- | of the circumstances to which such an inter- 
clared, he ought not to permit violations of | pretation has been given; and, in order to fa- 
| cilitata these inquiries, the undersigned re- 
| quests that M. Talleyrand will have the good. 
| ness to communicate to him the particulars 


has been full of candour and good faith, and | which have reached the French Government 
As to the English frigates 


in the present circumstances. ‘The under- 
signed can only repeat, what he has often 
declared to M. de ‘Vallevrand, on the subject 
of the articles which have appeared in the 
Kuelish journals; that is, that the British Mi- 
nisiry cannot be responsible, except for what 
appears in the paper which is published by their 





{ , 4 . 
izette. Phe undersigned reters to the modera- 


> the Cape 0} Good Hope is still in the pos- | tion and the candeur which have distinguished 


“the conduct of the British Government during 
the course of the present discussions, to prove 
with what sincerity it desires to avoid every 
thing that might give rise to animosity be- 
-tween the two nations. The undersigned 
entreats M. de Yallevrand to accept the as- 
| surance of his high consideration. 
Whitworth. 
Paris, April7, 1805. 

The undersigned Ambassador I xtraordi- 
nary and Plenipotentiary of his Britannic 
| Majesty, is charged by his Court to commu- 
'nicate to the French Government, in answer 
to the note which M. de Talleyrand, Minister 
for foreign affairs, addressed to him on the 
subject of the occupation of the Cape of 
Good Hope by the British troops, that or- 
| ders were dispatched on the 20th November 
last, to cause that colony to be evacuated 
forthwith by his Majesty's forces ; and conse- 
quently that there is no doubt that that estab- 
lishment is already restored to the Batavian 
Republic. The undersigned entreats his Ex- 
_cellency M. de Talley rand to accept the assur . 
ance of his high consideration. Whitworth. 

The answer of Lord Hawkesbury to the 
note of the 7th Germinal was received at 
the same time, and on the same day the Bri- 
tish Ambassador transmitted the subjoined 
note. These two papers were conceived in 
the following terms: 

* \J mim 
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| hor-thé first of these, seea note from Lord 
. Licaskesbury to General Andreossi, dated 
Powmng-street,, April 8, 1803, which 
mote a3 the second anclosure in No. 49 of 
the papers laid before Parliament on the 
tive of May. See page 1057, of this 
volume, } 
| Sor ihe second, sée «note from Lord Whit- 
worth to M. Lalleyrand,. which was en- 
'in NO. 52,0f the papers presented 
Ltvh af May, and which may be 
found ut pege 1064 of this volume. 
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» Alter the delivery of these notes, a long 
conference took place, on the 18th of Ger- 
mana, beoween the Minister for foreign 
afiairand the Enelish Ambassador; in con- 
sequenee of which, Lord Whitworth agreed 


to. write the fodowing letter to his Govern- 


Ty =T et! 
+ eewaeds 


i (hes etter es the inclosure referred to, in 
bio. 5% of the: papers presented on the 
iam of May, and may be found at page 
LOSS of this volume. | 
«(Phe Enelish Ambassador received instruc- 
tions from his Court in) answer to this dis- 
patch, in consequence of which, he sent the 
following note, without signature or date, on 
the 27th Germinal. 

[Thes note 2s the inclosure referred to in No, 
53 of the papers presented on the 18th of 
May; and may be found at page 1068 of 
this volume. ; 

This proposition was preceded by an over- 
ture, still more unreasonable, which re- 
quired that Maita should be ceded in full so- 
vereignty; and in perpetuity, to the British 
government. But neither the first nor. the 
second of these propositions could be made 
the subject of serious discussion, because 
they were both in complete contradiction to 
the treaty of Amiens, and consequently to 
the basis of the negotiation proposed by 
France, and on which Lord Whitworth, 
himself, founded the discussion, by the let- 
ter he wrote to his court after the conference 
of the 18th Germjnal. . Such was the state of 
affairs on the 6th Floreal, when Lord Whit- 
worth read the last instructions he had re- 
ceived, and in consequence-of which lie re- 
quired, Ist, That his Britanni® Majesty 
should retain his troops at Malta for ten years : 
Qdly;:That the island of Lampedosa should 
be. ceded: to him» in) full possession: 3dly, 
‘That'the French troops should evacuate Hol- 
land»Lord Whitworth added, that in “case 
a Convention was: not concluded upon. the 
above basis within the course of seven days, 
his orders were to leave | ? / 
England. He therefore presented these con- 
ditions as the ultimatum of his government. 
The minister for foreign affairs then thought 
P oper to require, that Lord Whitworth wold 
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reduce to writing, and sign those propositions 
which contained the’ final decision of his 
court. Lord Whitworth refused ; alledging 
that his instructions did not permit him to 
comply with this request. A mode of pro- 
ceeding so totally new, as the exhibition of 
a verbal ultimatum, when the rupture of a 
formal .treaty was in question, excited the 
greatest surprise: and it was for some days 
expected that the English ambassador would 
at last consent to present his propositions in 
writing: butthe French minister applied tohim 
in vain to do so; and no solicitation could in- 
duce him to depart from a course which he 
considered to be irrevocably traced out for 
him. The First Consul still persisted in giv- 
ing a new testimony of the uniformity of his 
desire for peace; and, after some days spent 
in fruitless expectation, he ordered that the 
verbal propositions of Lord Whitworth should 
be replied to, in the same manner as if they 
had been regularly made under the official 
signature of the ambassador. The following 
is a copy of the answer :— 

[See the first inclosure, referred to in No. 66 
of the papers presented on the 18th of May, 
at page 1078 of this volume. | 

When the preceding note was on the 

point of being transmitted to the English am- 
bassador, the minister received an official de- 
| mand from him for passports to leave France. 
He, therefore, accompanied the note with 
a letter, in which he expressed his hopes 
that the communication might prove of such 
| a natuse as to change the ambassador's reso- 
| lution, His resolution, however, remained 
| unchanged; and he persisted in his demand 
_ for passports by the following note, in answet 
‘to that which had been transmitted to lim. 
| [See the second inclosure referred to in No. 
66 of the papers presented on the 18ih of 
May, at page 1079 of this volume. | 
Notwithstanding the positive manner 1 
which Lord Whitworth demanded his pas 
ports, the First Consul, who had constantly 
reflected on the means of avoiding a on 
resolved to make a last effort, and yo 
ingly directed the minister for foreign 4 mn 
to transmit the following note to the Eng 
ambassador :—~-. 

[See a note from M. Talleyr and to an 
Whitworth, being the inclosure referre he 
. ed ont 
in No. 67.0f the papers present 
; his volume. ] 
18th of May, at p. 1080, of t er 

The English minister took this note a€ T 

ferendum, and determined to send a mrs 
. ee -return 0 
ger to his court. By. the 








Paris, and return to { courier,:who was the bearer of a 9°W 


ceived instructions, in | paar 
he pre the note and planof conven”: 
| which are here subjoined tee 

peace de “vy 





hi: 
an 


€< 


the 


whi 
lian 
tion 
thre 
cure 
Kin 
tou 





turt 
to 
Satid 
co 











1909] 


FRENCH REMARKS, 8c. 


[This note is the first inclosure referred to | persisted in demanding his passports. 
in No. 70 of the papers presented on the | last note was in the following terms »— 


18th of May, and may be found at page 
The copy of 
this paper, as it was published hy the 
British ministry, has been declared by the 
French government to be garbled. By 
turning to page 856, the reader will see 


1085 of the present volume. 


the genuine paper.) | 


[See a note from Lord Wh toorth, 
Paris, May 12, 1808, which mn 
marked No. 3, of the papers prese 
the 24th of May, and nity be fo 


page 1136 of this volun 
The passports which were dema 
Lord Whitworth, with a persevere 





[The projet alluded to is the second inclosure | appeared to have been imperious! 
referred to in No. 70 of the papers pre- | were sent on the 22d Floreal, 
sented on the 18th of May, and may be | successive messages on his part. 


found at page 1085 of this volume.} 


.Far from offering terms of conciliation, | that evening. The First Consv 


bassador began his journey about nine 


| 
i 


/ 


this projet of the court of London only re- | that he should not leave the territory of 


peated some inadmissible propositions, which 
were still farther aggravated by the terms in 
which they were drawn up. Besides, this 
note contained an assertion so contrary to the 
known dispositions of the court of Russia, 
that it was thought proper to reply to it im- 
mediately by the following note :— 

[flere follows a note from M. Talleyrand to 
Lord Whitworth, dated Paris, 22d Filo- 
real, an 11, which note may be found in 
No. 2 of the papers presented on the 24th 
of May, at page 1135 of this volume. 
That copy the French government has de- 
clared to be garbled. For the genuine 
paper, see page 8.56 of this volume.] 

This note produced no effect. The am- 
bassador of his Britannic Majesty confined 
himself to acknowledging the receipt of it; 
and so positive were his instructions, that he 


OBSERVATIONS ON THE MANIFE 
[From the Moniteur of 


— 


republic without bearing to his gevernm 
manifestation still more formal thai all 
preceding, of the constant disp 
French government; and he directed 
undersigned to transmit to him the follow 
note :— 


Mor of 





British minister for foreign «fPtirs, 
May 14th, 1803. This note rweas, « 
20th, communicated by the Counsellor 
State to the Conservative Senate, and 
be found among the public papers, aty 
840 of this volume. 

[ The cencluding paper in this collect: 
message, signed by Boneparte, and s 
on the 20th of May, to the Senaé 
gislative Body, and Trihunat 
message may be found among the p 

/ 


papers, at page 847 of this volun 





STO OF THE KING OF ENGLANT 
the 7th of June, 1803.] 


“ Si la vérité était bannie de laterre, clic devrait se réfugier dans le coeur des rois.”’ 


** Though good faith were banished from tie rest 
the breasts of princes*.”” 


IF we may judge from the false allegations 
which abound in his various messages to par- 
liament, as well as in the solemn deciara- 
tion which has recently been issued from a 
throne, which peace only could render se- 
cure ; it is not, assuredly, in the breast of the 
King of Great-Britain that good faith has 
found this asylum. Is it’ Europe that this 
monarch attempts to impose upon by this 
turbulent manifesto? Is it France he wishes 
to mislead or divide by his groundless accu- 
sations? Is it the allies of the republic whose 


of the carth, she ought still to retain her habut 


a war purely ministerial ? 


of nations, that his Britannic Majesty 
undertaken to disguise? Is it not the eviden: 


treaties of pacified Europe that he has at- 


long-premeditated depredations on the cor 
mercial and maritime powers of the conti 
nent, that deceitful messages and faithless 
communications have been made to the bri- 
tish parliament; that, with an alarining osten. 
tation, and in the moment of profound peace, 


confidence he hopes to alienate, by ah ! mn : 
chia Medien in their past teenioad has he has organized military preparations in ail 
his own subjects he is desirous of pl ing in- his ports, a eres agercssion Upor 
to error. purpose gagin in| every ocean without motive, ud fa pacious 
ditinhitaias — — . o hostilities without shame / But, if the causes 








* See Hume’s England, vol. ii. p. 471, T. | 


of his complaints were legitimate, why !o:.¢ 
*Mmm2 
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[ LYere follows anote from M.Talleyrand tot) 


Or, Yatiier, 18 if 
not the shameful violation of the sworn fait) 


dispositions of the letter and spirit of the 


tempted to misconstrue? Is it not to paliiate 
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the negotiations? Why, by an act of des- 
potism, irrevocably close the door of recon- 
ciliation? Why oppose the interference of a 
mediating power? Why mutilate official 
papers? Why deceive the national repre- 
sentation? Why conceal the truth from a 
powerful people? Why change, in an un- 
accountable manner, the constitutional pub- 
licity of their parliamentary deliberations ? 
Are the King of England and his ministers ac- 
customed to imagine, that armed injustice is 
the power alone worthy of governing the uni- 
verse? And do they not know, that violence 
and falsehood are ever injurious to the best of 
causes? The destiny of empires is more 
closely connected with the maintenance of 
treaties, anda due observance of the pledged 


faith of nations, than we are generally led to | 


acknowledge. To the French government 
we commit the glorious task of victoriously 
replying, by the last and irresistible argu- 
ment of governments and of nations, to these 
odious recriminations. In its moderate, pa- 
cifi., and generous proceedings, it has been 
actuated by motives of duty : to the patience 
and dignity with which it has fulfilled that 
duty, the whole nation bears witness. Two 
years will scarcely have passed over our heads, 
before the genius of Europe, armed for peace, 
will have written, in characters of terror, on 
the shores of Britain, the merited punish- 
ment for the infraction of treaties. We shail 
confine ourselves to a simple refutation of the 
motives avowed in the manifesto of the King 
of England; and leave our readers to judge, 
whether the causes assigned for entering 
upon a war of so dreadful a nature betray, in 
the aggressor, a greater portion of injustice 
or of hatred, of falsehood or of blind infatua- 
tion. In voluntarily declaring war against 
France, at the expiration of a short twelve 
months of peace, the King of England pre- 
tends, “ that it was his sincere desire, not only 
to put an end to the hostilities which subsisted 
between the two countries, but also to adopt 
such measures as might most effectually contri- 


bute to consolidate the general tranquillity of 


_Europe*.” And what were these measures ? 
They are distinctly writien in the treaty of 
Amiens: to restore the Cape of Good Hope 
to the Dutch, in exchange for the valuable 
island of Ceylon; to restore Minorca to 
Spain, in exchange for the favourable colo- 
nial position of Trinidad ; to evacuate Egypt, 
at a moment when the plague at Alexandria 
was the only: ful motive which induced 
the English to abandon that town; and, last- 
ly, to evacuate the island of Malta, whose 
command over the commerce of the Mediter- 
ranean whispers to his avarice the perpetual 
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possession. Such are the * measures” which he 


| has adopted for ‘ effectually consolidating the 


general tranquillity of Europe!” In what, 
then, does this new method of « consolidating 
the general tranquillity of Lurope” consist ? 
In declaring war against one of its principal 
powers, and in seizing upon every maritime 
position, calculated to secure to Great Britain 
an universal tyranny. 

“¢ The same motives,” continues the King of 
England, * by which his Majesty was actuated 
duing the negotiations, have since invariably 
governed his conduct*.” If these secret mo- 
tives * during the negotiations” were not to 
abandon the possession of the island of Malta, 
it is, indeed, evident, that these same mo- 


y” * . ° 
tives have not ceased to direct his conduct; 





but, if we may be permitted to speak the 
language of frankness and sincerity, it is far 
more evident, that the motive which has in- 
variably actuated the conduct of the King, 
has been the perpetual usurpation of the 
island of Malta, by not executing the 4th 
paragraph of the 10th article of the treaty of 
Amiens. Is this evincing a desire * efeccually 
to contribute to consolidate the general tranquillity 
of Europe ?” Or is it not, on the contrary, 
commencing his declaration with a false and 
ridiculous proposition; since a manifest vio- 
lation of the treaty of Amiens, in one of its 
most important dispositions, consists in his 
not restoring Malta to its legitimate sove- 
reigns, the Mediterranean and navigation to 
their natural independence, and the com- 
merce of nations to its indispensable and pre- 
scriptive liberty. The King declares, that he 
was actuated by a desire * to consolidate the 
tranquillity of Lurope before the negotiations for 
peace, as well as since that period.” This:s 
by no means the fact. The retention of 


| Malta was the first act of this * consolidation 


of the peace of Europe ;” and, at the pre- 
sent moment, more than at any former pe 
riod, the cannon of the English tyranniz 
in the Mediterranean trom the heights of this 
rock, and insults the general commerce oa 
that ocean, in the same degree since the sig 
nature of peace, as before that event w% 
consummated. Facts speak louder tat 
words. The stubborn and hostile retention 
of the island of Malta is the sole reply to 
pretended * amicable intentions,” to this 4 
cere desire of his Britannic Mapesty, to ~oat 
bute to consolidate the general tranguallity 
Europe.” 

1s Ounnate The King of England com 
plains, that “ the proceedings of the — A 
vernment relative to commerce, afford sal 
striking contrast to dis open, liberal, and fri 
ly ;” and that * the: 


__ el 





* See present vol. p. 745, 
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dad been placed on the commerce of his Majesty's 
subjects during the war have been enforced with 
increased sivictness and severity*.” Here 
then, we behold the conduct of the King of 
England suddenly become open, liberal, and 
Jriendly! Doubtless, yes; if openness con- 
sists in signing a treaty which was never in- 
tended tu be executed ; if /éberulity consists in 
prohibiting the introduction of French silks 
the moment they became fashionable in Lon- 
don ; if friendship consists in carrying on war, 
with calumnies and with poignards during 
peace, and in hating and annoying, under 
the mask of benevolence and good neigh- 
bourhoed. Can, then, the conduct of the 
King of England, under these points of view, 
be considered as open, liberal, and friendly } 
Far more correct would it have been, to have 
termed his conduct dexterous and cunning, 
in the deceitful, political senses of those ex- 
pressions; for the King, in order to flatter the 
manufacturing and mercantile spirit of the 
English, in which alone their public spirit 
consists, has not scrupled to assert in his de- 
claration, that “ the prohibitions on the com- 
merce of his Majesty's subjects have been en- 
Forced with increased severity.” That this 
assertion, also, is not founded in fact, proof 
upon proof might be adduced; but the fol- 
lowing will be sufficient for our purpose. 
During the war, no British vessel landed her 
cargo in France; since the peace, our ports 
have been crowded with them. The intro- 
duction of English coal was prohibited during 
the war; it has been permitted since the 
peace. Besides, kow can prohibitions of this 
nature be madea ground of complaint? See- 
ing that they are reciprocal, and in no coun- 
try are so numerous or so rigid as in Great 
Britain. Our merchandize, and even our 
territorial produce, have invariably been re- 
jected. Our wines can with difficulty find 
their way thither, and the duties upon them 
are exorbitant. The British government, 
jealous of the prosperity of all nations, would 
render all nations subject to its industry, and 
permit no consumption but the exports of its 
own commerce, Has France renounced her 
powers of industry, and her commercial spi- 
rit, by setting her hand to a treaty of peace ? 
Has she sanctioned at Amiens the exclusive 
commerce and manufactures of Great Bri- 
tain? Has not the latter her prohibitions, 
her imposts, and her custom-house duties? 
ane in no respect does France infringe — 

treaty of peace, by organizing, in her 
turn, her customs sod nr prohibitions, ac- 
Cording as the interest of her commerce and 

may require. 

WwW eaiaan want 


of ‘correctness, the 
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King of England asserts, that al! prohibitions 
on French commerce imposed during the war 
were removed*.” This cannot possibly be 
true; for, previous to t © war, a treaty of 
commerce between Fraice and Great bri- 
tain was in existence. ‘The various prohi- 
bitions during the war had destroyed the sti- 
pulations of this treaty. In order, therefore, 
that * ail” the prohibitions ‘ rmposed during 
the war” should be completely removed, it 
would |:ave been necessary to restore the ad- 
vantages stipulated, with regard to France, 
by the treaty of commerce; and this, assured- 
ly, is what Great Britain has not done. On 
the contrary, whatever could prove favour- 
able to the commerce of France, has either 
been totally prohibited in England, or made 
subject to duties tantamount to a prohibition, 
Is not Great Britain, of all nations, tle most 
exclusive in hercommerce ? Is it not the on- 
ly one in possession of a Navigation Act? 
But have the other powers of Europe dis- 
covered a motive for warfare, either in her 
Navigation Act, or her system of exclusion ? 
It is, therefore, highly absurd for Ingland to 
behold, in our proceedings relative to Bri- 
tish commerce, a subject of war. If she en- 
tertains the foolish idea, that France will sa- 
crifice the manufactures and industry of her 
| inhabitants to the manufactures and industry 
| of England, and that war must last till she has 
| attained this object, Great Britain must first 
succeed in disarming us; which she will find 
no easy enterprize against a nation of 33 mil- 
lions of individuals, accustomed to victory, 
and who have successfully resisted the com- 
bined force of all Europe leagued against 
them; against a nation which, through ten 
years of triumphs, has taught the astonished 
universe, that, in pee of civil wars anu dis- 
sentions, in spite of coalitions and crimes, or- 
ganized and paid for, with unbounded prodi 
gality, by the British government, om 
can result from the imprudent attacks whic 
have been, and which may be made upon 
}her, but an accession of power, of genius, 
and of courage ; and that rivers can op 

but a feeble barrier to her conquests, and her 
just vengeance for violated treaties. 

The King of England declares, that “ acts 
of violence have been offered to. English vessels 
and their property; and that, in no case has 

justice been afforded, nor any satisfactory an- 
swer given to the repeated representations made 
by his Majesty's ministers or ambassador at 
Parist.” When intended as the bases of 
national hostilities, acts of violence so flagrant 
ought, at least, to have been distinctly spe- 
cited, and clearly proved. On the.con- 
trary, his Britannic Maj hzs avoided a 





a 
* See p. 743. 


* See p.- 743. : + Ibid. 
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distinct enumeration, for the purpose of ren- 
dering still more vague and extensive, a griev- 
ance totally unfounded. As _ to the pretend- 
éd non-success of the representations made 
by his ministers or ambassador, in behalf of 
some British merchants, it is a fact of incon- 
testible notoriety, that no one representation 
from the ministers of the King of England 
has not been taken into consideration. More 
than two hundred decisions in favour of Bri- 
tish merchants could be cited in support of 
this assertion. So much for our “ refusai to 
afford justice,” and this “ legitimate motive” 
for entering upon a new war ! 

Ond Cuarce. The French government 
has had recourse,” says the King’s Declara- 
tion, “ ¢o the extraordinary measure of sending 
over to England a number of persons, for the 
professed purpose of residing in the most consi- 
derable sea-port towns of Great Britain, in the 
character of commercial agents; a character 
to which they could have no pretensions, but 
JSroim a commercial treaty ; and no treaty of that 
description was in existence between his Majesty 
and the French Republic *.” If the French go- 
vernment have employed commercial agents, 
it has been by virtue of the usage and uni- 
versally acknowledged law of Europe. Since 
commerce, the principal agent of modern ci- 
vilization, forms also the grand basis of the 
prosperity, the riches, and the strength of 
nations, commercial relations have become a 
sort of natural right, a law of nations among 
civilized people. To be authorized to em- 

loy commercial agents in a foreign country, 
it does not necessarily follow, that a commer- 
cial treaty must exist between us and that 
country. Thus it is that we send them to 
Sweden, Denmark, Austria, Prussia, and 
America; and that these powers dispatch 
other commercial agents to us in return, al- 
though we have no commercial treaty with 
those powers. Thus it is, that England her- 
self maintains them in Holland, and in vari- 
ous other countries, although no such treaty 
is in existence between them ; and that, from 
time immemorial, commercial agents have 
been reciprocally admitted among all nations. 
Commerce and its respective agents are ante- 
rior to all treaties, whether of diplomacy or 
of commerce ; and are, above all, independ- 
ent of those very treaties. This, therefore, 
is not, as the King of England is pleased to 
assert, an * extraordinary measure” on the 

of the French government. 

ee There was, cons ly, too much reason 
10 CONJECTURE,” continues the declaration, 
“* that the real object of their mission was, Bg 
mo means of a commercial nature; and 
SUSPICION was confirmed, not only by the cir- 
wees ane : 


® See p. 743, 














cumstance that some of them were MILitaRy 
MEN, but by the actual discovery, that several 
of them were furnished with instructions to oly 


.tain the soundings of the harbours, and to pro- 


cure military surveys of the places where it was 
intended they should reside. His Majesty re- 
presented to the French government the necessity 
of withdrawing them *.” 

Here, then, we are favoured with conjec- 
tures and suspicions, as pretexts for the viola- 
tion, with regard to our commercial agents, 
of the established law of nations! Suspicions 
and conjectures for the ground-work of a de- 
claration of war!!! The reasoning, it must 
be confessed, is most clear and convincing ; 
but let us enquire, fora moment, into the 
correctness of the facts? In the first place, 
the French government has dispatched no 
commercial agents into Great Britain, but 
with regular, formal instructions, similar to 
those which have invariably been given, from 
the ministry of Colbert to the present day. 
Secondly, the French government has distri- 
buted none of these commercial commissions 
to any * military man” whatever. To be 
convinced of the truth of the assertion, that 
none of the commercial envoys sent to Eng- 
land were “ military men,” an examination ot 
the public printed list of the commercial 
agents will alone be sufficient. But, admit- 
ting that they had formerly been employed 
in the service of the army, if this circum- 
stance be a motive for hostilities, how hap- 
pens it that the King of England never thought 
proper to complain of the French ambassador, 
who was, at one and the same time, both-a 
military man” and an engineer? Thirdly, 
the whole commercial world knows, that Cr- 
tizen Coquebert, the first who arrived in Eng- 
land ona mission similar to that of all the 
others, was extremely well received by the 
British government, and that his Majesty s 
ministers apparently beheld his arrival with 
satisfaction. With respect to the represents- 
tion on the subject of the pretended mission 
for the purpose of ‘ obtaining the soundings 
of the hewboetes; and procuring military sur 
veys of the places where it was intended they 
should reside,” was such a representation, w¢ 
wish to ask, ever made to the French go 
vernment? © Without -an answer to t ao. 
query, we cannot seriously enter into 4 T° . 
tation of the charge; seeing that the nae’ od 
ings of harbours, and oe of . fort! 
towns, are to be met with in ee on 
within the reach of every person, and i 
none of our a agents were ©" 

tched to places of this description. 
gente his Britannic Majesty “/¢ 
it to be hie duty, 40 prevent sao» 
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their respective places of destination, IJt can- 
not be denied,” he observes, ‘ that the circum- 
stances under which they werc sent, and the in- 
structions which were given them, ought to be 
considered as decisive indications of the dispo- 
sitions and intentions of the government by whom 
they were employed *.” Thus it is, that after 
the conclusion of a solemn treaty of peace, 
the English government has prevented the 
departure of the commercial agents of France 
to their respective places of destination (this 
open avowal of the infraction of the rights of 
peace and of reciprocity between two friendly 
nations is extremely curious) ; thus it is, that 
it interprets, at its pleasure, the instructions 
it supposes to have been given to these com- 
mercial agents, instructions which have no- 
thing hostile or suspicious in them, but the 
false interpretations put upon them by the 
British government : thus it is, that this go- 
vernment, after having formed merely con- 
Jectures and suspicions as to the mission of 
these commercial envoys, suddenly considers 
the “ circumstance of the peace established at 
Amiens, and the instructions given to the com- 
mercial agents, as decisive indications of the 
dispositions and intentions of the government by 
whom they were employed :” henceforth, there- 
fore, the powers of Evrope will no longer 
declare war upon grounds of aggression, 
upon acts of hostility, or upon self-evident 
facts. England opens to us a shorter course 
to the mad thirst of war. A new treatise on 
peace and war will speedily spring from the 
diplomatic heads of the cabinet of St. James’s; 
and, in future, conjectures, upon suspiccons 
of enmity, upon idications, upon dispositions, 
upon inientions, will the powers of Europe, 
in imitation of England, found their declara- 
tions of war. Former publicists have writ- 
ten merely upon positive facts, upon abso- 
lute acts of Hostility ; but the publicists of 
Westminster have established a new political 
code, and have given a far greater latitude to 
the chances of war, by establishing the be- 
nevolent system of intentional hostilities. | 
After the introduction of such a system 


into the politics of England, it is by no means |. 


surprising that the king should conclude, that 
“* the conduct of ihe French government, with 
respect to the commercial intercourse between the 
fwo countries is ill-suited to a state of peace +.” 
At what period, then, may we expect that 
England will consent to receive the com- 
mercial agents of France, since the moment 
of peace ; to her unfavourable to this 
Species ¢ ition? Ina time of waracom- 
mercial intercourse would, certainly, not be 
agreeable to her: consequentl no possible ; 
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can take place between the two countries, 
seeing that peace and war embrace all time. 


The British government, faithful to its blind . 


and inveterate hatred, declares also, that 
6 the proceedings of the French, in the whole 
of their politecal relations, are altogether in- 
consistent with every principle of good faith, 
moderation, and gustice*.” The King of 
England, then, imagines himself in the ex. 
clusive possession of these sublime virtues. 
He imagines himself the possessor of “ every 
principle of justice”—by seizing, by force or 
by cunning, upon every thing suitable to his 
convenience, and by fancying, that every 
thing suitable to his convenience instantly 
becomes his property. He imagines himself 
the possessor of “ every principle of modera- 
tion,” by granting to one of the greatest 
powers of the continent, the space of thitty- 
six hours, for the cession of Lampedosa, an 
island which does not belong to it, and for 
consenting to the usurpation of Malta, the 
property of the Order of St. John of Jeru- 
salem and the Maltese! He imagines him- 
self the possessor of “ every principle of good 
Saith’—by openly violating the treaty of 
Amiens, which engaged him to evacuate 
Malta in the space of three months, by pre- 
senting to Europe the example of a monarch, 
one day dispatching orders for the restitution 
of the Cape of Good Hope to the Dutch, 
by virtue of the treaty of Amiens, and the 
following day commanding the retention of 
it, in direct violation of the same treaty: a 
system of “ justice,” of “ moderation,” and 
of “ good faith,” scarcely to be met with 
among barbarians ; a system which, happily, 
the moral code of Europe is, by no means, 
disposed to admit, and which all the naval 
forces and all the diplomatic quirks of the 
British government will never succeed in in- 
troducing among civilized nations. 
3rd Cuarce. ‘* His Majesty had enter- 
tained hopes that he should have succeeded in 
bringing France to adopt a system of policy, 
which, if it had not inspired other powers with 
confidence, might, at least, have allayed their 
jealousies +.” But to what “ system of po- 
licy” did the King of England hope to “ bring 
the French government?” Was it to a sys- 
tem of apathy, which, throughout Europe, 
would have left peace or war, partition or 
boundary, commerce or desiruction, industry 
or $abjection, the examination of vessels in 
time of and the destruction of the 
of the various states of the continent, 
entirely at the insolent disposal of Great Bri- 
tain? Was it to a system of general dis- 
arming, of military ement of spirit, of 
non-vigilance over our coasts and principal 
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towns? Was it toa system of hostility against 
our own customs, and of preference to Bri- 
tish manufactures over those of our na- 
tive country? Was it, in short, to a system 
of dissimulation in the ,non-execution of the 
treaty of Amiens, the tardy evacuation of 
Alexandria, the retention of the island of 
Malta, and of ambition secretly turned to- 
wards the two Sicilies? The King, it must 
be confessed, expresses himself teebly on 
these weads; his language is, nevertheless, | 
perfectly intelligible. It is evident, that the | 
British government still remember: those | 
happy times, when indolent sovereigns and’! 
venal ministers delivered over their deluded 
and vilified country, without opposition or 
remorse, into the hands of the British mini- 
siry. itis evident, that the King of Eng- 
land turns, with affliction, his tender etna. 
to that fortunate period, when, by means of 
a few corrupt millions and diplomatic me- 
neces, he exercised absolute controul over the 
htics and general. direction of affairs ‘in 
‘rance. How un ortunate it is for the illus- 
trious and pacific reign of George the Third, 
that he can no longer hope.to behold one of 
his honourable commissaries, seated upon the 
ruins of Dunkirk, commanding the French, 
with the gald and the arrogance of his mas- 
ter, not to erect stone upon stone in the dis- 
honoured fortifications of that port, as its cx-) 
istence endangered the security and repose of | 
Great Britain! | 
But to enter into a more serious refutation | 
of these charges. His Majesty had eater- 
tained hopes of bringing France to adopt a sys- | 
tem of policy, which, if it had not inspired con- 
fidence, might at least have allayed ther jea- 
lousies.” Confidence apart, (since that is a senti- | 
ment which the King of England does not wish 
to inspire) which are these same powers, whose 
Jealousies stood in such need of being allayed ? 
Is it the Emperor of Russia, with whom Fratice 
acted in concert, in the arrangement of the 
affairs of the Germanic body, and whose ge- 
nerous and pacific. character. has unceasingly 
led him to desire the tranquillity of Europe ? 
Is it the King of Prussia, over whom the in- 
fluence which France has obtained, by her 
victories and her justice, has’ nothing dimi- 
nished of his rights and his’ political impor- 
tance? Is it, lastly, the Emperor of ‘Ger- 
many, he who-has no longer any point of 
contact with France, and who, by the late 
treaties, has acquired ‘a ‘maritime existence: 
and territorial concessions, in’ one of “the 


finest portions of Italy Alas !-so little does: 








France distrust ‘the justice and! the ‘friendly | after 


dispositions of these powers, so great in them: 
selves, and so powerful:from their enlighten 





ed poiicy, that the French government has ‘ 
repeatedly government has 





manifested its express wish, that | 
3 


the present discussions, and the motives for 
— upon the present'war, might be so. 
vereignly decided, through their mediation, 
Is the English government able to say. as 
much? Has that government, which speaks 
so loudly of the pretended jealousy” of 
these powers, dared to. discover the same 
confidence in their intervention? Has it 
not refused their justice, or eluded their me- 
diation? Does it not rather perceive, that 
the jealousy of these powers is turned, with 
more justice, towards England herself, and 
that if, at any moment, they stand in need of 
encouragement,, it is when they reflect upon 


| the gigantic ambition, the secret views, the 


deceitful politics,’ and, above all, the. pre- 


_ sumption with which the British government 


arrogates to itself universal monarchy, gene- 
ral colonization, the tyranny of commerce, 
and the sovereignty of the seas? In vain 
does this Machiavellian government wish to 
turn aside the attention.of the powers of 
Europe, by seeking to excite their jealousy 
against France. Never wilt those powers 
lose sight of the great CONTINENTAL Inte- 
rest: they feel that France exists but to pre- 
serve them from British piracies in the Me- 
diterranean ; that she extends her power over 
the shores of the west and the north, but to 
guarantee the commerce and industry of the 
continent’ from the ravages of British mer- 
chants: ‘The! ports of France are the bul- 


'warks of Europe against'the pirates of Great 


Britain ; her armies are the dread of the ¢y- 
rant of the seas: and if ever the scourge of 
English colonization should strike with slavery 
and desolation this beautiful and magnificent 
portion of Europe, ‘it will: not be til France 
shall have lost her political existence and her 
victorious armies. But what do I say ? France 
is continental, populous, rich, pesecqias om. 
lightened, and governed by. the. gemus © 
war, who arms but for general, peace an 
universal: commerce. And yet. England,— 
her power factitious, her riches artificial, her 
government head-strong . and: ignorant, = 
politics venal, her, colonies oppressed, : 
friends doubtful, her citizens discontente s 
her credit in danger, :her administration a ; 
whelmed: with debts “_ sans * 
treaties, and threaten the:conquerors -+~ 

7 What an-astonishing contrast? »» The King 


of ‘England, -nevertheless, . ventures to. de- 


clare; that. 4 the French goverument: hed 


eT 80: extensive 3 
hat ~whiclehas been »produced iby the brenet™s 
olution’: What Hoes:the-Kingof Laglané 
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understand by * déspositions essentially paci- 
fic 2” - Doubtless, that France and her allies 
should be left entirely unprepared, that we 
should no longer maintain forces sufficient to 
guarantee the security of the country, the 
english government secretly propose to attack 
or invade, that we leave her a free entrance 
into Holland, Switzerland, Piedmont, the 
Island of Elba, Naples, and the Sicilies, and 
that we should no longer possess the military 
means of forcing the power to execute a 
treaty, which, in signing it, had faithlessly 
premeditated its non-fulfilment. On such 
conditions of weakness and of inconceivable 
humiliation, would the King of England have 
consented * to make allowances” for the 
French government! Must then the French 
government be absolved in London for the 
crime of being victorious, powerful, and pa- 
cific, of being beloved by the nation, and of 
maintaining, with honour and courage, the 
majesty of the Freneh people? Or rather, 
must it not retort ‘upon the English govern- 
ment itself, this pretended “ system of véo- 
lence, aggression, and agyrandizement ?” Was 
it not a system of violence, to refuse, in the 
midst of immense maritime preparations, to 
execute the treaty of Amiens, and forcibly 
to expel the Neapolitan garrison, which was 
never admitted into the forts, but sent back 
to Messina? Was it not a system of ag- 
grandizement, to seize upon Maita in direct 
violation of the faith of treaties, and thus to 


domineer at pleasure over the whole com- | 


merce and navigation of the Mediterranean ? 
And yet, the King of Great Britain, whose 
** system of violence and aggrandizement” is 
the sole cause of the renewal of hostilities, 
does not blush to prefer, still further, his 
charges against the French government ! 

“© They have continued,” he exclaims, “ to 
keep a French army in Holland against the will, 
and in defiance of the remonstrances of the Ba- 
tavian Government, and in repugnance to 
treaties. They have, in a period of peace, 
invaded the territory, and violated the inde- 
pendence of the Sziss nation, in defiance of the 
treaty of Luneville. They have annexed to the 
dominions of France, Piedmont, Parma, Pla- 
centia, and the island of Elba, without allot- 
ting any provision to the King of Sardinia, 
whom they have despoiled of the most valuable 
part of his territory, though they were bound by 
a solemn engagement to the Emperor of Rus- 
sia*.” | 

This charge is as unfounded as the pre- 
ceding ones. This we shall briefly endea- 
vour to : Ist. With respect to Holland : 
At the moment of the King’s Message, it was 
not known whether or not the Cape was eva- 
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* See p. 744, 
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cuated, but it was positively known. that 
Malta and Alexandria were not. ‘The sav of 
the French troops in Holland was the nevés- 
sary consequence of the garrisons which the 
English kept up, and were incessantly aug- 
menting, at Malta. Besides, the stay of the 
French troops in Holland gave no offence to 
the Batavian government, whilst the rein- 
forcement of the garrison of Malta, and the 
non-adinission of the Neapolitan garrison into 
tle forts of that Island, discovered to Europe 
a project of ambition in the Mediterranean, 
and a premeditated violation of a solemn’ trea- 
ty of general peace.—If, by an article in the 
treaty of Amiens, France had been obligated 
to evacuate Holland, the non-execution of 
the conditions accepted by England, would 
have released her trom her engagement. But 
so far is this from being the case, that the 
treaty of Amiens stipulates in no shape what- 
ever, for the evacuation of Holland: france, 
nevertheless, concluded a treaty with Ho:land, 
in which she expressed her readiness to with- 
| draw 3000 men who still remained there, the 
| moment the execution of the treaty in the 
| three quarters of the globe, and particularly 
| the evacuation of the Cape, was known to 
have taken place. In addition to this, France 
| has repeatedly declared, during the period of 
the late negotiations, her willingness to eva- 
cuate Holland, the instant the stipulations of 
| the treaty of Amiens were compleicly ful- 
| filled. . 
Qnd. With regard to Switzerland : the French 
| government engaged, in the treaty of Amiens, 
| to evacuate the kingdom of Naples, and the 
states of the Pope; it did not engage to eva- 
cuate Switzerland. At the conclusion of the 
treaty of Amiens, there were no fewer than 
| twelve thousand French troops in Helvetia’ 
It is, therefore, untrue to assert, that since 
| the signature of this treaty France “ has in- 
| vaded the territory of Switzerland.” But, in 
‘framing the treaty of Luneville, it is not 
| Switzerland that was acknowledged ; it is the 
| Helvetic Republic, one, and fuch as it existed 
at the signature of this treaty.” France, from 
her territorial and political situation with Swif- 
‘terland, possessed the natural obligation of 
retaining French troops in those unfortunate 
countries, in order to preserve them from the 
fatal influence of British agents,. who poured 
into it their poison and their gold, and made 
it the receptacle of their arms and ammu- 
nition,. their merchandize, and their abomi- 
nable calumnies against France.—The Hel- 
‘vetic senate demanded, officially, the inter- 
vention of France, in order that a term might 
be put to their dreadful intestine commoti 
It was, then, at the express desire of the 
vetic government, that France interfered in 
the unfortunate affairs of Helvetia. But why 
*Nna 
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was this republic necessitated to throw herself | 
upon France? And why did France behold 
herself obliged to interfere? The King of 
England answers these questions himself, 
when he informs us, that ** measures were 
taken by him ta ascertain the real situation and 
ewishes of the Swiss Cantons.” * Now, it was 
not the Swiss Cantons which were acknow- 
Jedged at Luneville, but the Helvetic Repub- 
lic, existing in asystem of unity, Thus, then, 
while his Britannic Majesty was generously la- 
bouring to assist the Swiss Cantons, and to 
light up the torch of civil discard, it is he | 

ne who has been endeavouring to destroy | 
one of the stipulations of the treaty of Lune- 
ville. This avowal, on the part of the King 
of England, is extremely remarkable in the 
same manifesto, in which he complains, that 
France has appeased the civil dissensions 
which it was so much his interest to excite! | 





| 
| 
| 








—Switzerland, however, has at last arriv- 

; ed at a state of perfect tranquillity. The 
i French troops, far from violating her inde- 
4 pendence, have secured to her repose, and 
ibe i ancient constitutions; for she now enjoys 
ve! the same system of government, as she pos- 
8 sessed before the blow aimed at her existence 
4} by the Executive Directory, and has regained 
a her ancient customs, her ancient manners, | 
et and her ancient federation. Such is the tes- | 
Hi timony which the powers bordering upen 
i Switzerland have borne to the conduct of 
ry France. For the King of Englarid tells us, | 


with extreme candour, “ shat Aaving ascers | 


dained the sentimenis of the other cabinets of Europe, 
he has learned, with the utmost regret, that nane 
of the powers most immediately interested in pre- | 
3 wenting these repeated infractions of treaties and | 
ds acts of violence, had martfisted no disposition to | 
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ff counteract themt.” If, then, Austria herself, 
Y in spite of the instigations of the cabinet of 
ha London, does not conceive that France has 
if committed * acts of violence,” or ** infractions 
i of treaties,” why has not this testimony of the 
rk © cabinets the most immediately interested,” a tes- 
B. timony every way favourable to France, ar- 
«i rested the turbulent and insidious pen of the 


author of the Anglican manifesto? 

Srd. The King of Engiand is not a why 
more correct in what concerns the “ wvion of 
Piedmont, Parma, Placentia, and the island of 
Elba, without allotiing any provision to the King 
of Sardinia.”’ From this expression in ‘the 
royal declaration, one would be led to sup 
pose, that} at the moment of sight ‘the 
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ing of Sardinia was'still reigning at Turin. 
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uty Of Amiens (Ventose, year 10\, the | 
lost Pied. | that these countries arg united to France 
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éaly. “The customs’and ha- | pletion of the 
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tional administrations were completely estab- 
lished, organized, and jn full activity. This 
union was so evidently completed, and a di- 
plomatic fact of such notoriety, that @t the 
conferences at Amiens, Lord Cornwallis offered to 
acknowledge Etryria, provided France would 
restore Piedmont to the King of Sardinia. This 
proposition was, however, rejected. If, then, 
England, in the year 10, did not make the 


| restitution of Piedmont one of the conditions 


of peace, on what ground does she make, in 
the year 11, the retention of Piedmont by 
France a ground of hostilities? This portion 
of the manifestois as absurd and contradictory, 
as it is disgusting and contemptible.—To hear 
the complaints of England on the union of 
Piedmont to France, one would imagine his 
Britannic Majesty was touched with the most 
lively interest in favour of the King of Sar- 
dinia. But, no! He, apparently, manifested 
the same disposition at the framing of the 
treaty of Amiens. The French government 
proposed to him, to leave Ceylon to the 
Dutch, and in lieu of that island, to make 
such an arrangement in behalf of the King 
of Sardinia, as he might Propore but the 
King of Great Britain, who takes in the fate 
of all sovereigns, buta speculative and purely 
diplomatic interest, speedily declined the pro- 
position; and the King of Sardinia saw him- 
self abandoned by the very man, who has set 
himself up, in the present manifesto, for his 
ostensible defender.—Thus, then, since his 
Britannic Majesty has been unwilling to make 
any sacrifices for the King of Sardinia, why, 
assuredly, lost his estates from bis alliance with 


| Eygland; or make any stipulation for him in 


the ireaty of Amiens, why, from the present 
condition of that prince, conjure up 4 cause 
of complaint against the French government! 
We might, perhaps, be contented, a> an 
equivalent for Piedmont, with the restitution 


| of the estates of Tippoo Saib to his unfortu- 


nate children! But, the fact is, that when 
England spoke of the King of Sardinia in her 
ultimatum, she was told that the French gover 
ment were extremely willing to treat oe 
that subject. Why, then, make a groun 
war, of what was a proposed arficle of ne 
gotiation? a 
With respect to the island of Elba, mere 
Ferrajo, the principal town was given up 
France, in execution of the treaty of ania 
by the English garrison itself ; and the trea’. 
existing between France and the King 
Etruria was known to all En Ope ” 
As to Parma and Placentia, it 18 not tr 
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the Emperot of Russia on the different points | 


in dispute, and that his Imperial Majesty will | 
then decide which of the two powers has | 
been thé most equitable in this respect. Be 
it as it mtay; the stipulations which France | 
triay have made with the cabinet of St. Peters- | 
burgh, the cabinet of St. James's will not be | 
called upon to exécite. It is really a pity, | 
that this latter cabinet does not endeavour to | 
get rid of those notions of universal monarchy, | 
and that rage fot imagining itself the sover- 
eign director of all the powers of Europe! 

4th CHarGe. “ Lt deas abort this time,” 
says the royal manifesto, ** shat the French go- 
wernment first distinctly advanced the principle, 
that bis Majesty had no right to complain of the 
conduct, or 10 interfere with the proceedings of 
France, on ang print which did not forma part Z 
the stipulations of the treaty of Amiens, and the 
pretension to exclude bis Majesty from any right to 
interfere with respect to the concerus of other pow- 
ers.” * Qn this subject his Majesty enters 
info a long, metaphysical discussion of the 
“ state of possession, the engagements existing at 
the time of the treaty of Amiens,” and concludes 
with invoking the “ general law of nations.” 
—An imperious sentiment of indignation dic- 
tates various replies to these charges. Lx the 
first place: did the French government ever 
make use of these expressions? Have its mi- 
nisters or ambassadors ever produced a single 
official note, or diplomatic paper, containing 
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such propositions?—Szond/y, if Great Britain 
fakes upon herself to interfere in the concerns 
of Europe, she must, on her part, permit the 
eontinent to interfere in the concerns of India. 
If England will meddle with the atfairs of con- 
tincntal Europe, she mast not incessantly at- 
fack the rights of sovereignty and independ- 
ance of other nations, by insulting their flag, 
by visiting their neutral vessels, and by arro- 
gating to herself the intolerable pretension of 
exclusive supremacy over the sé¢as,—Thirdly, 
the most recent facts contradict the assertion 
of the’ King of Engfarid. Has he not lately 
voted on the subject of the arrangements of 
the Germanic’ empire? He has not, then, 
been “ prevented’ from interfering in the 
concerns of the continent.”—Founhly, if tlic 
French government had been desirous to ex- 
clude the King of England trom ail interfe- 
rence in the concerns of the continent, it 
could only have done so, in concert with all 
the’ other cofitinental’ powers; and if’ this. 
concert, which; one day, the ambition, atro- | 
pation, and’ perfidy which charae-: 
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interdicted.—The King of England has only 
set up this pretended charge because he feels, 
beforehand, the justice of such a measure, in 
the real infetests of Europe. What powers 
are they, that would consent to commit their 
destiny into his hands? Is it the Emperor or 
Germany? No! for has not that prince been 


| shamefully abandoned by the English govern- 


« 


ment; he, who, for the interest of Great 
Britain alone, endangered his crown, and the 
security of his possessions? Did not the Eng- 
lish government refuse its consént to a mari- 
time armistice until the French army were at 
the very gates of Vienna? Has it not con- 
stantly paid with great irregularity the disas- 
trous subsidies it had promised him? Similar 
to a vile usurer, has it not caused him to suffer 
immense losses in the discount and exchange of 
the suns it conveyed him? Certainly, if the 
English government were desirous of securing 
allies on the continent, it ought to have re- 
linquished its desire of seizing, by the treaty 
of Amiens, on Ceylon and Trinidad, in or- 
der to obtain an increase of territory for Aus- 
tria, which had suffered so heavily upon ifs 
account.—Whiat, on the contrary, has been 
the conduct of the British government? It 
has abandoned the Emperor; it has contluded 
a scparate peace, in which it has taken especial 
care to secure to itself an increase of territory, 
influence, and colonies.—lIs it the Elector of 
Bavaria? No! for this prince forfeited the 
greater part of his estates in the service of the 
common cause; and Great Britain has takén 
no interest in its restitution. —Is it the King of 
Sardinia? Certainly not! for, to support the 
impious cause of England, it was, that he took 
part in a war which cost him Piedmont; and 
yet, the English government would not con- 
sent to make any sacrifice for the benefit of 
this unfortunate sovercign.—Is it the Empe- 
ror of Russia? No! for did not the English 
government atrociously sacrifice the Russian 
ariny in Holland? Did it not expose it, singly, 
to all the impetuosity of the French troops in 
the memorable battle of the Helder? Has it 
not so far carricd its abandonment of the in- 
terests of 2 nation, which had voluntarily 
served in its cause, as to refuse to exchange 
the soldiers of-the Emperor taken im that 
day’s battle, against the French prisoners in 
Fugland?—Is it the powers. of the Baltic? 
No! for has not the English government re- 
peatedly proclaimed its ainbitious pretension, 
that it alone possesses the right of duing what- 


‘ever. it pleases upon the ocean, because its 


rine’ is the most powerful? Has it not re- 
edly forfcited the good-will of these pow. 
Sp pews, Fea ar aps Comite 

atcoing (0 sab Jer eetcs oe te 
Sound, by bombarding their capitals, and by 
alarming their cabinets? In recently givins 
*Nnnv 2 

































1927} FRENCH REMARKS ow rue . 


his vote in the House ef Lords, did not a 
son of the King of England tear aside the 
olitical mask which still covered the extent 
of the atrocity of British ambition and British 
piracy ?. * J hope,” 
rence, * that we shall shortly be in a situation 
to'say to France, you shall not have St. Domin- 
gos youshall not have Louisiana; to Spain, you 
shall mat have the Floridas; and to all those 


Ph who are protected by the, all-powerful Con- 
| sul, you shall bave nothing but what Great Bri- 
ut tain pleases to let you have*.” This haughty 
oa and insulting language of the royal family is 
me" sufficiently clear, sufficiently stimulating for 
vt the powers of the north and south of Europe. 
" _ -Thus, England, by her insolent egotism, 
44 her turbulent politics, her diplomatic tyran- 


pe ny, her boundless ambition, and. her abomi- 


Fe nable perfidy, is alone driven from the con- 
yh tinent, and excluded from interfering in the 
ee concerns of Europe. It is her violation of 
‘ i the laws of nations, and the faith of treat‘es, 
a which has rendered her foreign and odious to 
‘a the powers of the continent. It is her sys- 
‘Se tem of prohibition, her navigation act, her 
tae hire of battalions, her plan of corruption and 
t venality, and her constant habit of treating 
4 with states and cabinets like avaricious mer- 
i chants, disposing of their gold at the highest 


= 


rate, and on the most burthensome. coudi- 
tions. Such is the sear government which 
proposes to us a “* state of possession;” as if no 
change could take place in Europe without 
\ its interference and permission! Such is the 
‘i immutable government which tells us of “ en- 


4a s® 


aa Z 


Ws vazements subsisting at the conclusion of the | 


treaty ;” as if the interests not specified in 


: the treaty, might undergo no variation, but 
ie by its express permission! Such Is the 20- 


i th vernment faithful to the religion of treaties, 
” which opposes to us the “ gexeral law of na- | 
ae tions!” It well becomes you, violent usurper 
tt of the island of Malta, to speak of the “ law 
by of nations antecedent to all political agree- 
Fh ments, 2nd always superior to all treaties!” 


Has the treaty of Amiens been executed by 
England, or has it not? Has the island of 
“Malta been evacuated, or has it not? Such 
are the questions of fact, presented to the 
view of all Europe. Neither the raving me- 
taptysics of Mr, Pitt,, the subtleties of the 
British cabinet, nor royal manifestos, can, 
in any degree, change the nature of this es- 
seatial fact. Malta isnot evacuated; . this 
‘island is not restored to ifs masters; the Me- 
diterranean is;no lenger, free; and the com- 


merce of Jal siations is in the hands of Eng-. 


land.—Worthy ministers of the King of Great 
‘Britain! oppose te this sublime invocation of 


the “ generallaw, of; nations,” the arbitrary. 


said the Duke of Cla- | 
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orders you have dispatched to-your squadrons 
and battalions, to. retain Malta, and to em. 
bark the Neapolitan garrison. Oppose to 
your moral dissertation on “ that natural law 
which ought to regulate the conduct of all 
governments,” the following expressions of 
Mr. Dundas; ** under what point of view we 
consider Malta, we shall see, that it is to us 
a place of. the last importance. I maintain 
that this island can no longer ‘be restored to 
the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, and that 
we ought to keep it for ourselves ; ewe ought to 
keep it for our con interest as well as for that of 
the other powers; we ought to keep it, not only 





during the war, but in perpetuity : the war is 


| undertaken for Malta, and Malta must hencefor- 
| ward belong to us for ever*.”—O! ye great 


| politicians of Europe, ye statesmen of all 
| nations, ye orators of all parliaments, ye 
_ publicists of all countries, humble yourselves 
| before this sublime and consolatory creed of 
the British government—to seize upon what- 
ever is convenient; to declare just all they 
can commit with impunity ; to declare law- 
ful property all they can obtain, by crimes, 
by violation of contracts, or by infraction of 
treaties! Such is the system of political mo- 
rality acted upon by the King of Great Bri- 

| tain ! 
5th Cuarce. - How has his Britannic 
| Majesty been able to establish as a ground of 
war, “ bis being CALLED UPON by the French 
| government to evacuate the island of Maltat? 
| [his assertion is altogether false. For though, 
by the 4th Poneman of the 10th article ot 
the treaty of Amiens, the British troops were 





| to evacuate Malta in three months afier the ex- 
| change of ratifications, nevertheless, until the 
/ moment of the abrupt and inaccurate message 
| to parliament, it did not appear that any de- 
| mands had been made to engage the Eaglish 
government to evacuate Malta.—Is not this 
_an evident proof of the patience and inode: 
ration of the French government? The 1- 
tention of the powers concerned was, to con 
stitute Malta independent, equally of France 
and of England. From this motive, so con 
solatory to all Europe, if was, that the treaty 
of Amiens, conformable in this respect to the 
preliminary negotiations carried on in. Lon- 
don, imperiously enjoined, the evacuation 3! 
Malta by the British troops, in the space ° 
three months; nevertheless, it was ae 
the expiration of a year that France demancs 
the execution of as ie article of oe! 
Idly does the ish government, des 

ni “ the absolitien of. various langues,” ‘he 
«diminution of the revenues of the order 
and its inability to preserve the island sal 
pendent. “The treaty, of Amiens has 





em | See tie Debates ia Parliament on the 23d OF May. 
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seen all, and refuted every objection, by the 
provisional establishment of the Neapolitan 
garrison, and the triple guarantee. of . the 
powers of the north... Thus, nothing can 
justify the violation of the treaty, 

The independence of Alalta is the basis 
agreed on by the powers concerned. ‘The 
English government has, therefore, violated 
the treaty, usurped the territory of the island, 
destroyed its independence, and insulted all 
Europe, by its violent and prolonged reten- 
tion, as well as by its refusal: to evacuate a 
possession, which neither can nor must be- 
long to it, if Europe wishes for security, jus- 
tice, and commerce.—The whole of what 
the declaration asserts with respect to ¢be gua- 
rautee of Malta, which it pretends was refused 
by the Emperors of Germany aud Russia, as well 
as by the King of Prussia, are all equally un- 
true. The official papers lately published 
decidedly prove the very reverse. They 
shew that those powers did accept the gua- 
rantee of Malta; and that, after those gua- 
rantees had been obtained, and every ob- 
stacle removed, the English government still 
persisted in its refusal to evacuate Malt: a, by 
unveiling its formal intention of making the 
island the perpetual property of Great Bri- 
tain. 

With the same want of correctness, the 
declaration asserts, that “since the conclusion 
of the treaty, the langues of <Arrugon and 
Castile have been separated, from the order by 
Spain, and that part of the Italian langue has 
been abolished by the -annerqtian of Pic dimond 
and Parma to France *.” These langues have 
not been suppressed ; “but hadyhe king’s as- 
sertion been true, it would not have justified 
England in violating the treaty. The Pope 
has not yet declared himself on the measure 
taken by the King of Spain, and there was 
every reason for believing that an arrange- 
ment with his Catholic Majesty might have 
been easily obtained. As to Piedmont, the 
possessions. of the Order of Malta in that 
country were disposed of five years ago. 
The possessions of the order in the Dutchy 
of Parma remain in their former situation.— 
But, says the King of England, in justifica- 
tion of his conduct, “ there is strong reason to 
believe that it has been in contemplation to se- 


questrate the property of the Bavarian langue, 
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struction. of the German langues, the First 
Consul has,exerted his powerful interference 
to procure them an increase of possessions. 
Lastly; to retain Malta, there is no exer- 
tion, no stratagem, no subtlety, no species 
of imposition, that the. English government 
does not make use of, when it puts into the 
mouth of his Majesty, ** chat he was autho- 
rized in believing, that it was the determination 
of the French government to violate the articles 
of the treaty, ” stipulating the integrity of the 
Lurkish empire, and the independence of -the 
lonian islands *.” If the independence of 
these islands of the Adriatic have been ac- 
knowledged by all powers, and if Russian 
garrisons have been kept in them for a cer- 
tain period, it has solely been for the purpose 
of quicting the intestine divisions of those 
unhappy countrics. The Emperor of Rus- 
sia would, doubtless, have willingly eva- 
cuated them, if he had conceived that, in so 
doing, he could have prevented England 
from again disturbing the repose of the 
world, and the prosp erity of nations.—The 
King of England orounds his declaration 
upon views” and “ projects,” which he at- 
tribuics to the French government, “ against 
the integrity of the Turkish empire, and. the 
independence of the lonian islands.” Butis it 
lipon views, projects, and suppositions, that a 
wise government declares war path a pow- 
erful one? Is it in the face of enlightened 
Europe that the King of Gréat Britain has 
hoped to mask his ambition and want of 
fidelity, by attributing to the French govern- 
ment, which has stipulated for, and solemnly 
proclaimed to the world, the guarantee of the 
integrity of the Ottonun empire, the project of 
division or conquest? Is it by pretended 
conversations, that the English government 
are to be absolved for its non-fulfilment of 
the faith of treaties? Doubtless, no; and 
if, on the points in discussion, Europe were 
to deliver in her opinion, founded upon zdeas, 
views, and projects, would she, not decide 
against the English government? These 
vaews of partition, .these projects of con- 
quest, were they not clearly expressed in 
the delay of the Brilish army in Egypt; .a 
country, which it had engaged in the treaty 
to evacuate in three months? Were not 
| these views and projects proclaimed to all 





and the intention hus been avowed of keeping | Europe, by the conduct of England towards 
the Russian t. s within the dominions of the | the Ottoman Porte, and. by the just aud ex- 
Emperor +. his assertion is untrue. Nei- pa suns expressed by’ that power? 
ther the Russian nor Bavarian. langues have} W. cs ad aren pee 
been ted from the order; 2 Serie as rearing st Sy ae 
cannot have interfered i puny gen es wi hich have “| the et a 9 sh 
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paid and supplied with ammunition of every 
ind; and, lastly, by the opinion of the 
Porte, “that the English were desirous of re- 
taining Suez and Alexandria as factories ?” 
‘Thus, then, the project of oppressing the 
Ottoman empire has, indeed, been con- 
ecived; but it was by England, and not 
France. Jt is well known to all the cabinets 
of Europe, that previous to the evacuation 
of Egypt, the cabinet of London made re- 
peated efforts with the Ottoman Porte, and 
with another power, to retain this province, 
the modern object of its restless ambition. 
The great importance it attaches to the re- 
tention of Malta unravels still more this ul- 
terior project of maritime tyranny, and uni- 
versal dominion.—If it is asked, why Eng-~ 
fand places such vast importance in the pos- 
session of Malta, we answer—because she 
wishes to establish there a Levant Company ; 
the Bombay of which would. be Malta, and 
the pachas or beys of Egypt, Tripoly, Tunis, 
Candia, the Morea, Albania, Syria, Smyrna, 
&e. &c. its nabobs. They would be incited 
to revolt against the Porte, which would re- 
present the Court of Delhi. Around all 
these beys and pachas would be placed agents. 
Money would be scattered in profusion; and 
every attempt to injure the commerce of 
France would be lavishly rewarded. Thus 
would France and Spain be entirely excluded 
from the trade of the Levant, and we should 
be:told, that the navigation of those seas was 
the exclusive prerogative of the British 
Crown.—Thns, with the assistance of a sin- 
gle garrison, no great sums of money, and 
2 series of intrigues, would England succeed 
in excluding alt Europe from the commerce 
of the Black Sea, and the towns of the Le- 
vant; But this dishonourable thirst of gold 
will haste the downfal of Great Britain. 
6th Cuarer. We shall now proceed to 
refute the unjust inferences which the King 
of England is desirous of drawing from Co- 
lonel Sebastiani’s report, and the communi- 
cations of the First Consul with the legisla- 
‘tive body and Lord Whitworth. These the 
King of ,Great. Britain is: pleased to call: “ the 
repeated outrages volich the French government 
have not: censed to offer to the British crown, 
and the British nation *.”—In the first place’; 
it goes Hes karat sive pretext pobenrd 
‘should be urged by a government, w 
“daily‘allows ps «ot Mist hibels:and bare- 


faced insuits to’ be printed’ and: published | 
th : 3 i its :f a i 





ticularly 






of England‘wish to-establi 
2 censor he oe written and 
ransacted in’ France?! Is 





single sitting of parliament in which minkstérs 
have not provoked Fratice, by insults and 
outrages; now, upon the naturé of her go- 
vernment, and now, upon the perpetual mis- 
trust and jealousy with which they should 
watch her operations. Are not’ all their 
speeches so many philippics against her ? 
And if the First Consul has said, that he had 
50,000 men, was it not for the purpose of 
replying to that “ peace establishment,” which 
the British minister lad announced, some 
months before, would be very considerable, 
and nearly approaching the tilitary establish- 
ment in time of war?—A nation, which in 
its writings, and in the speeches of its ora- 
tors, insults every other nation with which i 
is at peace, has founded four of its charges 
against France upon articles taken from ga- 
zettes and other publications!!—We shalt 
not retail all that has been said, since the 
peace, by ministers, princes, and thetr most 
celebrated parliamentary speakers. It would 
be offering an insult to human nature, to 
imagine that we ought to discover a ground 
of war in objects, which, at the utmost, 
could only become the subject of a. duel. 
And in this-place, we feel ourselves obliged 
to say, that 2 is @ most severe misfortune for a 
nation to be governed by a WEAK, IGNORANT, 
and INEFFICIENT MINIsTRY.—Colonel Se- 
bastiani’s report * contains not a word against 
his Majesty's government, the British nation, 
or the British army. It attacks, it is true, a 
colonel of that nation ; but what has an at- 
tack, made by an individual, to do with the 
important interests of the two governments 
of France amd England? [fs it perinitted to 
insert in the balance of Europe the names 
even of all the English colonels, past, pre- 
sent, or to come ? And ought Colonel Stuart 
to'expect the high honour’ of being revenged 
by an European war fora few expressions 
uttered in Africa, and a few just replies to 
the insults offered to the hero and the army, 
which have defended the world by their vic- 
tories, “and filled it with their renown? 
What! may nota French’ officer reply to 1n- 
sults proffered by a British officer against the 
-army and its chief, without entailing upor 
the injured country all.the’calamities of war: 
‘To what, then, is this official recrimmation 
reduced?’ ‘The affair of Colonels Sebastian! 
and Stuart’ is purely personel, ‘and, conse 
quently, ‘cannot become ‘nationals the laws 
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army, by 2 British officer, in a publication | 
in which he accuses Bonaparte of having 
oisoned hjs army ; a publication, which his 
fajesty has been pleased to receive with his 
own hands? Did not Colonel Sebastiani de- 
fend his own life against this English officer, 
who chose, the moment in which the former 
arrived at Cairo, to accuse him before the 
acha, by sending him a letter, to which was 
joined an order of the day, issued by the First 
Consul, when he commanded in Egypt* 
Alas! if satisfactions of this sort were to be 
demanded, they might with justice have been 
demanded against the odious conduct of an 
English general, who endeavoured to procure 
the assassination ef a French officer, by de- 
voting him to the poignards of the Turks. 
We shall hereafter enter into the detail of this 
transaction, as it is essential to prove to Eu- 
bape the ridiculous injustice of the complaints 
of his Britannic Majesty. Besides, nothing 
can be too minute, when connected with the 
rights of humanity. The King of England, 
ever ingenious in seeking for outrages to fill 
up his manifesto, discovers a fresh theme of 
compl.int in the communication of the First 
Consut to the legislative body. It is in that 
part. of it, where Bonaparte, in according 
with all the great politicians and generals of 
Europe, proclaims this great truth, thar Eng- 
laud, single-handed, is no longer able to contend 
against France}. But this is neither a chal- 
lenge, nor a vain boast. In this expression 
of a great general, and an enlightened states- 
man, we discover only profound views, and 
important political conclusions, When the 
First Consul, after presenting to the legisla- 
tive body the situation of-the several powers 
of Europe, describes Great Britain as xo 
longer able t¢ contend single-bauded against France, 
he only draws from it a conclusion fayour- 
able to general pacification. Besides, does 
not ee land possess her Duke of Clarence to. 
uar 
France? “ I desire,” said this prince most 
eloquently, ** J desire to see the French nation 


Psy ils ys resources, ta ue this power- 
ousus, that we are capa Loar tnger sIn- 
gle-handed against France, and against e 


may join ber. desire to see Great Britain 





chastise France ; it will mot be the first time she 
bas done 10."—-N o! France does. not consider 
this language of the Duke of Clarence an 
outrage against her. Victorious. over all co- 
alitions, triumphant over all the crimes and 


KING. or ENGLAND’s DECLARATION. 


r from every attack on the part of | 


[i9se 


Duke of York and his soldiers at Honscole, 
and on the downs of Dunkirk. It well: be- 
comes a young English prince to brave: thus 
the warlike spirit of France, at the moment 
when she has. scarcely laid down. her victori- 
ous arms, at the moment when the star of 
Albion grows pale, when her national debt 
threatens to swallow up all her riches, whea 
appressed India approaches even nearer the 
verge of revolution than humiliated Ireland, 
when liberty is preparing the expulsion of the 
English from the Antilles, when continental 
Europe, at length alive to her real interests, 
beholds with joy the approaching destruction 
of the trident which sways the subjugated 
universe, Has this young prince forgotten 
those lessons of experience, for which Eng- 
land has paid so dear? Does he not know 
that rorTy-Five descents upon this. same 
Great Britain have been successful? Does 
he not know that a handful of Normans were 
sufficient to chastise England, and dictate to 
her the law, 

The communications made by the First 
Consul to the legislative body are, then, no 
more insults upon the English government, 
than are his communications with Lord Whit- 
worth. Jn the first place, it is certaim that this 
conversation, the details of which this am- 
bassador transmitted to his government, is 
false in its principal parts; it has been for- 
mally contradicted in the official jousnal*. 
Besides, what the First Consul really did say, 
he had previously said in his message to the 
legislative body a few days before: “ The 
Ottoman empire is crumbling on all sides, byt 
it is the interest of France to uphold it.” See 
condly : itis published by a government, coa- 
victed of having changed, mutilated, and 
shamefully falsified the most important parts 
of the official negotiations, lately printed and 
laid before parliament. Thirdly: when the 
First Consul expressed a wish to indulge Lord 
Whitworth with a private interview, it was 
| not, assuredly, to furnish the Machiayelian 
government of London with weapons against 
himself, but purely to coavigce the English 
tambassador of his real views, his modesate 
sentiments, and the love of peace by which 
the French government was actuated | 


— 





Lastly, could, it, be imagined that there exist 
 ed.a government, established for more than a 


Pei ay Hl skill, and 
that does not blush. to ground a declaration of 
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Whitworth, in the presence of the diplomatic 
body, that his Majesty wishes to found a fresh 
example of provocation on the part of the 
French government ; as if, onthe day when 
the first message of the King of England was 
known at Paris, it were possible for a first 
magistrate, whose every action is dictated by 
honour and truth, could so far contain him- 
‘self as to dissemble the profound indignation 
which falsehood and want of fidelity must 
ever inspire. If we consider the situation in 
which he found himself placed, the conduct 
of the First Consul was extremely moderate ; 
-he discovered on 'the occasion the energy of 
his mind, and his sincere love of peace. 
After a message so insulting to the French 
nation, after a message founded upon too evi- 
dent untruths, after a message falsely an- 
nouncing that “ very considerable preparations 
‘were carrying on in the ports of France, and 
that discussions of great importance were sub- 
‘sisting between the two governments*,” there is 
no power, no government, that would not 
have broken off all communication with a 
power, capable of rekindling the torch of 
war by such unfounded assertions. 

How could the King of England present 
‘also to his parliament, as a legitimate ground 
‘of war, a Hamburgh paper}, containing a pre- 

tended article inserted by the interference of 
“the French minister, “ propagating,” accord- 
‘ing to his opinion, “ the most offensive and 
unfounded calumnies against his Majesty and 
‘his government{.” His Britannic Majesty, in 
preferring such a charge, must have imagined 
-that a French commissary would not have 
‘been permitted to shew to the world, that 
his Majesty has ‘been induced, by his wise 
and able ministry, to communicate to the 
Finglish nation two most revolting falsehoods, 
in his first message to parliament; that 
* considerable preparations were carrying on 
in the ports of France,” and that “discussions 
of great importance were'subsisting between 
the two governments.” If to prove the evi- 
dent fallacy of these two assertions be ‘to in- 
sult his Majesty, and calumniate his go- 
vernment, what must we say of that mass of 
scandalous libels, of gross insults, and bitter 
‘ealumnies, which daily appear in the Eng- 
* lish journals under the authority of the King 
and ‘his “ministers ; journals which* have ‘in- 
undated Europe, and * insulted, ‘principally 
- sincé’the conclusion of peace, the honourable 
head of the’ French’ ge 
“name'can we give toa sy 
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|governments Of other countries? provided 


they carry on a vile and disgraceful warfare 

against all the great men and enlightened go- 

vernments, unwilling to acknowledge the 
| universal supremacy of England, or humble 
| themselves before the super-eminent abilities 
| of her prudent and sagacious ministers ? 


bey For the purpose of degrading, vilifying, and 
| insulting bis Majesty and bis government,” con- 
tinues the Royal Declaration, * the French go 
| wernment has repeatedly called upon him, to vir 
late the laws of hospitality, with respect to per- 
sons who had found an asylum within his domi- 
| nions, and against whose conduct no charge what. 
| ever has at any time been substantiated*.” One 
| must be totally unsupplied with reasons, or 
extremely blind in its hatred, to present simi- 
| lar grounds of war; for it will scarcely be 
credited, that this government, which now 
complains, that the French government called 
‘upon it, in the name of justice and of gene- 
‘ral security, to remove to a distance a few 
poisoners, assassins, and ‘hired calumniators, 
shamefully protected in the British islands, is 
the same government which proposed to France 
| the banishment of those very wretches, in return 
| for the occupation of Malta for ten years. lf, 
| then, France would have consented to violate 
|atreaty, England would have consented to 
** violate the laws of hospitality.” If France 
had been willing to abandon to the English 
the commerce of all nations, Great Britain, 
grateful for the favour, would have consent- 
ed to transport a handful of abandoned mis- 
creants. But France refused to subject the 
navigation of the Mediterranean ; and these 
acknowledged malefactors instantly became, 
in the estimation of Great Britain, men of 
irreproachable lives, against whom she can- 
not * violate the laws of hospitality.” Such 
is the government which boasts of its morali- 
ty, moderation; and justice, and which com- 
plains of calumnies, insults, and provocations - 
Such are its noble and gencrous motives for 
rekindling the torch of war throughout all 
Europe !—A few bales of merchandize not 
freely received into France, while the Lng 
lish repel from their country our territorial 
productions ;—a few commercial agents, > 
taining the soundings of harbours, and mill- 
tary surveys of towns, printed and to be a 
cured every where, while we receive pins E 
‘out suspicion the thousands of English w'° 
visit us ;—a few Swiss cantons, which Franc 
has not wished to see torn to pieces by inter 
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ambition upon this country and its colonies ; 
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| of the south of Europe, ambition; such cen- 


rose 


—a few invitations to the English to evacu- | sures will never convince the world that ge- 


ate Malta, in execution of the treaty of 
Amiens, while they complained in their 
journals, that France would not execute it on 
her part ;—a few ideas or suspicions that France 
still coveted Egypt and the Ionian islands, 
while the English left their troops in Al- 
exandria for twelve months after the 
treaty of Amiens, and would not evacu- 
ute Malta;—a few conversations — igcor- 
rectly stated, and faithlessly interpreted, 
while the English in their journals incessantly 
insulted France and the chief of its govern- 
ment. Such are the weighty and legitimate 
causes of the present “ just and necessary war ;” 
causes officially laid beiore the nation by his 
Britannic Majesty, who declares, at the close 
of his manifesto, that “ he is solely actuated by a 
sense of what is due to the honour of bis crown, 
and the interests of bis people ; and by an anxious 
desire to obstruct the farther progress of a system, 
which, if not resisted, may prove fatal to every part 
¢ the civilized warld*.” King of Great Britain ! 

‘ou speak of the honour of your crown in de- 
claring a new war; but you are silent on she 
honour of your royal word in maintaining a so- 
lemn treaty of peace! You are penetrated 
for the interests of your people, who could not con- 
tain their joy when you signed the peace, and 
you invoke the interests of the same people, 
when your declaration of war saddens all the 
reflecting and industrious classes of your sub- 
jects! You speak of the desire of obstructing 
the farther progress of a system which may prove 
fatal to every part of the civilized world, and 
the better to civilize the world, you restore to 
it all the calamities of war! Alas! of what 
system do you speak? Of that system of 
power, dominion, and ag grandizement, of which 
your ministerial orators incessantly accuse 
France, to conceal from the eyes of all na- 
tions the colossal power, the insatiable ambi- 
tion, and the perpetual aggrandizement of 
England ? Would you speak of the energy, 
the ambition, «and the vast political views of 
the First Consul, whom your journalists and 
diplomatists are incessantly striving to injure 
in the estimation of other governments? But 


let your We we libellists, your orators, and 
your dip ic meén_reyile, as much as they 


please, a life so glorious, and a government 
¥o energetic; let them, in their unjust «nd 
Contumelios language, call the dignity with 
which ae 2y ne r¢ a > French -governmen t 
¢ its -ioimoveable in 
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hius is not genius; that to desire peace by 
every species of sacrifice is not an unalterable 
love of humanity ; that to resist the-invasions 
and perfidies of the English is not to defend 
its country, and to uphold Europe; but will 
prove only, that the benevolent and peace- 
able views of Bonaparte ‘have been equally 
misunderstood and calumniated at Windsor, 
and in the halls of Westminster. — But before 
what tribunal must such questions be decided ? 
Before the tribunal of all Europe, and of 
posterity, will the French republic denounce 
Great Britain. What an important cause, in 
which the blessings of peace and the calami- 
ties of war are hung in the balance ; in which 
the parties are two powerful governments, 
and the whole world their tribunal! on which 
side, then, is thé spirit of ambition, aggran- 
dizement, aggression and universal pre-emi> 
nence 

France, by the success of her arms, had 
acquired possession of all the countries, from 
the North Sea to the Adriatic, and from the 
Danube to the canal of Messina. What has 
she done for the sake of general peace?——She 
restores Batavia to herself; she restores Swits 
zerland to her independence and her ans 
cient constitutions; she cedes the Venetian 
countries to Austria; territorial indemnities 
are allotted to the electors of the Germanic 
body; the Venetian islands regulate their go- 
vernment under the influence of Russia and 
the Porte; Italy beholds the establishment of 
the Luccese, the Italian and Ligurian re- 
publics; the French troops evacuate the states 
of the Pope and the kingdom of Naples; 
Etruria receives a king; the French army at 
the gates of Vienna, return to the left bank 
of the Khine; and Portugal is evacuated, and 
restored to her former independence. —Alas! 
if France had entertained projects of ambi- 
tion, and views of aggrandizement, would 
she not have preserved Italy entire, under 
her direct influence? Would she not have ex- 
tended her dominion over Batavia,’ Switzer 
land, and Portugal? Instead of this easy ag- 
grandizement, she presents a wise limitation of 
her territory and her power; shesuffers the loss 
of the immense territory of St. Domingo, as 
well asthe treasuresand armies destined for the 
restoration of that colony;—she makes every 
sacrifice to obtain the continuance of peace. 

England, on the contrary, scizes upon the 

ent island of Ceylon, and the entire na- 


| opul 
y| vigation of the gulp of Bengal; she ob- 


ains tlie: important possession of Trinidad; 
iow sects es sieve te 
lukes, ‘to invade Egypt, by supplying them 





Alexandria long after the time appointed for 
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its evacuation, and only abandons it because | 
the ravages of the plague began to terrify 
her; she violates the treaty of Amiens in or- 
der to retain Malta, to direct the operations 
of the barbarous corsairs, to carry on the ex- 
Clusive commerce of the Adriatic, the Levant, 
the Dardanelles, and the Black Sea, and to 
shut up from all nations the navigation of the 


-Mediterranean; she unites her efforts to pre- 


vent France from retaining St. Domingo%, 
and enjoying Louisiana; she excites dissen- 


° . whe . 
sions in the Swiss Cantons, and furnishes arms 


and ammunition for their civil extermination; 
she sends squadrons into the North Seas, 
and before the Texe. and the Meuse, threat- 
ening to invade Batavia; she covets the pos- 
session of Sicily, demands the island of Lam- 
pedosa, and occupies Sardinia. The four 


. quarters of the globe, gulphs, capes, straits, 


opulent colonies, nothing can satisfy her poli- 
tical and commercial cupidity. The extent 
of her avarice and ambition is at length dis- 
covered. The mask falls, England assigns but 





* Accordinz to the Duke of Clarence (debate of 


the 23d of May), it is éo the exertions of Great Britain : 
| TRREW CARTHAGE, 


bhut France may atlribute the loss of St. Domingo. 


thirty-six hours for the continuance of peace. 

She has speculated on a sudden war, for the 
purpose of seizing, at once, upon the riches 
deposited on the ocean, which the Spanish 

Portugueze, and Batavian colonies were at 
last sending to their mother countries, as well 
as upon the ships of the French republic, and 
the vessels of her scarcely revived commerce. 
England, at the will of a few hateful and 
powerful passions, disturbs the tranquillity of 
the world, violates, without shame, the rights 
of nations, tramples under foot the most so- 
lemn treaties, and falsifies the sworn faith of 
governments; that ancient and eternal faith, 
which even savage hordes acknowledge, and 
religiously respect.—One obstacle only arrests 
the progress of her ambitious career; it is 





France victorious, moderate, and prosperous; 
itis her energetic and enlightened govern- 
‘ment; it is her illustrious and magnanimous 
chief. These are the objects of her delirious 
envy, her reiterated attacks, her implacable 
hatred, her diplomatic intrigues, her mari- 
| time conspiracies, and’ her official denuncia- 
tions. But Europe beholds; France prepares 
for battle; history relatesthat RoME ovER- 


er EE 


DECLARATION OF THE KING OF 


ENGLAND, ACCOMPANIED WITH 


OBSERVATIONS. 
[From the Moniteur of the 12th of June, 1803.] 


DECLARATIONS of war, we well know, 
are neither appeals to reason, nor to justice. 
In instruments of this nature, it is not un- 
common to discover among the alledged mo- 
tives of hostility, a variety of charges more 
or less hazarded; injuries are carried to ex- 
tremes, complaints are exaggerated, and a 
strong colouring is given to facts, for the pur- 
pose of encreasing their general effect. We, 
nevertheless, are induced to believe, that in 
no public paper, made sacred by the name 
of a King, have been ever collected together 
a greater number of assertions authentically 
false, of improbable accusations, and of 
forced conclusions, than are to be met with 
in all the pages of the long Declaration of the 
King of kngland ; a translation of which we 
herewith-present our readers.—Were history 
supplied with no other data, by which she 
might enlighten posterity as to the real causes 
of the p.ssing events, than the papers called in 
tosupport the allegations of this manifesto, the 
would alone be sufficient to teach her, and, 
through her, to teach future ages, what have 
been the gravily and the vast importance of 
the engagements entered into and_ broken, 
an:i to whom this violation of the sworn faith 


ei nations ouglhi to be attributed. Yes; this 


collection, which the British government 
have thought necessary to their justification, 
will rise up in judgment against them, and 
convict them of all those acts of injustice, 
with which they are, now desirous to load 
France.—It is our intention to follow them in 
an examination oftheir charges, and a deve- 
lopement of their anterior operations. We 
shall successively.examine the royal Declara- 
tion, the official notes of the ministers, and 
the correspondence of their agents, and shall 
arrest the attention of the reader, not upon 
all, but upon the most palpable proofs which 
the English government, by the publication 
of these papers, have themselves given \ 
of their perfidy, their political incapacity, 40 

their abominable duplicity... And if, amor 
the readers of these observations, any shoul 

be found who consider our conclusions (00 
severe, let them turn. their views. to the fu- 
ture, Jet them behold in perspective the vf 
cumulated ills which may, and which ™ a 
result, from the present war—Ccommerce P'” 
sued on the ocean, disorganized on the © 

tinent;. the’chain.of its. connection Dros” 
its activity paralyzed, town: destroyed, rr 
tries ravaged, shores stained with ail 
| and, lastly, two nations, nearly disabled 
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injuring each other by the means of accus- 
tomed hostilities, forced, in order to obtain 
the object of war, to. concert and to execute 
against each other enterprizes of the most ex- 
traordinary nature. At such a 
prospect, every friend of humanity must, in- 
deed, shudder with horror! At a prospect 
so dreadful, yet so hastily approaching, 
where is the man, however insensible, that 
can withhold a sentiment of the deepest 
indignation against the abused or pervert- 
ed government, which, after resolving upon 
2 measure from whence may arise the severest 
calamities to nations and to ages, expects to 
screen itself from the judgment. of its con- 
temporaries, by propping the grounds of its 
decisions on falsehood and imposture ?—But, 
if insulted humanity authorizes in her name, 
and for her defence, the language of just re- 
robation, the interests of truth demand no 
ae a calm and temperate refutation. A few 
plain but positive noics, subjoined to the de- 
claration and correspondence of his Britannic 
Majesty’s ministers, will be altogether suffi- 
cient for this purpose.—England has declared 
war because she desired ii; and because she 
stood in nezd of charges, she has fabricated 
them. Had France been desirous of doing 
the same, had she wished to found them on 
facts collected and transmitted by her diplo- 
matic agents, we should have seen grounds 
of complaint far different from those now 
urged by Great Britain; but the French go- 
yernment has already declared its opinion, 
that what ought only to become the subject of 
a duel, cannot constitute the grounds of a 
war. France beholds herself dragged into 
the contest, not from motives of her own 
choice, nor for objects, on the possession of 
which she has already determined: she is not 
even at war for the evacuation of Malta, but 
solely for the purpose of repelling an unjust 
ageression.—The whole explanation of the 
conduct of France is included in this single 
proposition: the French government has in- 
cessantly discowered, and proved its desire of 
coming to a good underitanding on wd point in 
dispute—nevertheless, France has been attacked. 
~—We shall now see in what manner the 
English government explains, and defends its 
conduct. 
(1.) “* His Majesty’s earnest endeavours for 


‘* the preservation of peace having failed of 
** success, he entertains the fullest confidence 
*« that he shall recéive the same support from 
** his parliament, and that the same zeal and 
spirit will manifested by his people, 
‘* which he has experienced on every occasion 
“ when the honour of h's crown has been 
© attacked, or the essential interests of his 
** dominions have beea endangered.” _ : 


"The discussions between France and Eng- 


—— 
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epoch of the King’s message. The first act, 
constituting on the part of England a ‘state of 
negotiation, is Lord Hawkesbury’s letter of 
the 15th of March. From the period of this 
note to the 7th of April, the Freach minister 
received three laconic notes, two of which 
were upon points of inferior importance, 
On the 7th of April, Lord Whitworth an- 
nounced the alternative of his departure.— 
His Majesty’s earnest endeavours, therefore, fer 
the preservation of peace are reduced ic a vague 
and indolent negotiation, which, from the 
twenty first day, cast off even the appearance 
of pacific dispositions. In a fortmght after, 
the English ambassador peremptorily demands 
his passports, and in the course of another 
fortnight quits France. Such have’ been Ais 
Majesty's earnest endeavours for the preservation 
of peace /——-We shall make no reflections on 
the remaining part of the introductory para- 
graph. The zeal and spirit manifested by bis 
people, the attack on the honour of his crown, and 
the dangers with whrh his domintons have been 
threatened, are the mere trappings of speech, 





and falschoods set down “ according to due 
form and order.” 
(2.) “During the whole course of the ne- 
** gotiations wh ch led to the preliminary and 
“* definitive treaties of peace between his Ma- 
“* jesty and the French republic, it was his 
** Majesty’s sincere desire, not only to put an 
** end to the hostil.ttes which substsied beiween 
** the two countries, but to adopt such mea. 
** sures, and to concur in such propositions, 
** as m ght most effectually coniibute to con. 
** solidate the gencral tranquillity of Lurope.— 
‘© The same motives by which his Majesty was 
actuated during the negotiations jor peace, 
*« have since invariably governed his conduct. 
** As soon as the weaty of Amiens Was: con. 
** cluded, his Majesty’s courts were open to 
“‘ the people of France ior every purpose of 
*« legal redress ; all sequestrations were taken 
‘* off their property; all prohibitions on their 
“trade, wuich had becn imposed during the 
“ war, were removed, and Uicy were placed, 
** in every respect, on the same footing with 
‘“ regard to commerce and intercourse, as the 
invabitants of any other state im amity with 
his Majesty, wiih which there existed no 
*« treaty of Commerce.” 
These two paragraphs are connected to- 
gether: the first is an eulogium on the justice 
of his Britannic Majesty, who has had the 
generosity, since the-peace, to place French- 
men on a footing with the inhabitan's of Bre- 
men, Lubeck, Leipsic, and Frankfort. On 
the tardiness of their courts of justice, the 
chicanery of their lawyers, and tie repug- 
nancy of English debtors to settle their ac- 
counts, the government of the republic | as 
not deemed it proper to publish the com 
plaints it has received on the part of French 
creditors. It concluded that charges of us 
nature might arise from impatience, exagacr. 
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land commenced on the 8th of March, the 


ation, and, in some instances, from injustice ; 
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but from the perfect equity of its own inten- 
tions, and the silence of the British ambassador 


on this head 


clude, 


of complaint, it had a right to con- 
that it could not be made the article of 


a manifesto.—Thus, the assertion of the Bri- 
tish government, with respect to “ the repeat- 
ed representations made by his Majesty’s am- 
Bassador,” is totally unfounded. The French 
collection of official papers proves that no re- 
monstrance on this subject was ever pre- 


sented, 


and the English collection does not 


afford us a single complaint or procedure of 
this kind; but, since the English government 
were resolved upon making a political charge 
of this pretended non-success of the repre- 
sentations made by their ministers, it is rather 
surprising, in a collection so arbitrarily com- 


piled, 


digested at leisure, and arranged ac- 


cording to the good inclination of those by 
whom it was published, that no real, or pre- 
tended letter, signed Hawkesbury, Merry, or 
Whitworth, should make its appearance in 
support of the royal allegation.—The asser- 
tion that “ acts of violence have been offered 
to the property and vessels of his Majesty’s 
subjects,” is equally false: and here, if the 
simple denial of a charge, hazarded at ran- 
dom, did not carry its conviction with it, the 
shameful embarrassment betrayed by the 
English ministry when they were called on, 
in the early part of the present sittings of 
parliament, to produce proofs and specify 


facts, 


would alone render every develope- 


ment on this head altogether superfluous. 
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(3.) “* To a system of conduct thus open, 


liberal, and friendly, the proceedings of the | 


French government afford the most striking 
contrast. The prohibitions which had beén 
placed on the commerce of his Majesty’s 
subjects during the war, have been enforced 
with encreased strictness and severity ; vio- 
lence has been offered ‘in several instances 
to their vessels and their property; and, in 
no case, has justice been affurded to those 
who may have been aggrieved in conse- 
quence of such acts, nor has any satisfactory 
answer been given to the repeated repre- 
sentations made by his Majesty’s ministe?s or 
ambassador at Paris. Under such circum- 
stances, When his Majesty’s subjects were 
hat suffered to enjoy the common advan- 
tages of peacé within the territories of the 
French republic, and the countries depend- 
ent upon it, the French government had re- 
course to the extraordinary measure of send- 
ing 6Ver to this country a number of persons 
for the professéd purpose of residing in the 
most ‘considérable ‘sea-port. towns of Great 
Britain and Treland, “in the character of com- 
mercia ‘2gents or consuls. These persons 
could hove no pretensjons to be acknow- 
ledged in that charactei, as the right of being 
so acknowledged, as‘ well 4s all the privi- 
leges attached to such a situation, could only 
be derived ‘4 commercial treaty ; and 


| 88 no treaty of that description’ was in exist- 


republic.” mie: Maventy: And the French 


: 
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_On this point, the ministers of his Britan. 
nic Majesty are explicit, beyond what we 
had a right to expect from their known pru- 
dence, A peace without a treaty of com- 
merce, a peace without unlimited freedom 
in the consumption of their produce; a 
peace, in short, which does not leave them 
the exclusive privilege of introducing every 
where the fruits of their industry, and of 
proscribing at home the industry of other 
countries, is no peace at all. We must either 
renounce the right to establish custom-houses, 
and encourage national manufactures, or de- 
clare war 1 This doctrine is, indeed, strange. 
What! are there no general laws of com- 
merce? Can we have no trade with England 
without a commercial treaty? Can we not 
employ commercial agents, unless we have 
especial commercial stipulations ? Well! be it 
so; let us have no commercial agents in Eng- 
land? But why must Enohind possess the 
right of interdicting all access to her ports, 
and why may not France exercise the same 
right at the entrance of her own territory? 
Why, in this as well as in every thing else, 
should not reciprocity be the rule admitted 
and acknowledged between two rival nations? 
Who forbids you to proscribe the consump- 
tion of French produce? And what power on 
earth can compel us to consume the produc- 
tions of England ? Isit not the height of pre- 
sumption to say to us: “ unless the peace is 
alone profitable to our industry, we will break 
it; you shall either leave French industry to 
languish and perish, or we willarm in defence 
of the industry of England; in short you 
shall either pay dearly for the labour of our 
manufactures, or you shall have war.”— 
In avowing so openly this insolent and tyran- 
nical doctrine, we know not whether the ob- 
ject of the British government be to render 
the war they are about to commence popular 
in England. If such should be their inten- 
tion, and if, by this means, they should suc- 
ceed in attaining that object, it will then be 
for the powers of the continent to determine 
what degree of importance is attached in 
England to the opinions, the rights, and the 
interests of those nations, which have not 
the happiness to trade and nanigrte under the 
flag and protection of the British government. 
It will then be for them to decide, whether 


Py - 


the war now commenced by England against 
France, like all those she has waged for 4 
century past, be not the necessary and ort 
vitable consequence of a .system, yniformly 
hostile, on the part of English industry, ' 
the industry of all other na ons.—If the ah 
tive above given should be that by'which te 
‘Beth guvtrame is actuated, 


the future 
question between palragtg on 
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Jand possesses public spirit, and Europe should 
be destitute of: that spirit, woe to Europe!— 

t should Europe prove not destitute of 
public spirit,—if the English government 
should not succeed in making the present war 
popular, woe tothat government!—ifitshould 
pucceed in making it popular, woe to England! 


(4.) “* There was consequently too much 
** reason to suppose, that the real object of 
** their Mission was by no means of a com- 
** mercial nature, and this suspicion was con- 
‘* firmed, not only by the circumstance that 
** some of them were military men, but by 
** the actual discovery, that several of them 
** were furnished with instructions to obtain 
** the soundings of the harbours, and to pro- 
«€* cure military surveys of the places where it 
** was intended they should reside. His Ma- 
** jesty felt it to be his duty to prevent their 
‘* departure to their respective places of des- 
** tination, and represented to the French go- 
** vernment the necessity of withdrawing 
** them; and it cannot be denied, that the 
** circumstances under which they were sent, 
* and the instructions which were given to 
*« them, ought to be considered as decisive 
** indications of the dispositions and intentions 
* of the government by whom they were em- 

** ployed.”* 
The English ministers brave ridicule with 
a degree of hardihood altogether unparalleled. 
The French government dispatched into Eng- 
land, as it has done into every part of the globe 
a certain number of commercial commission- 
ers. Out of eighty agents of this description, 
whom the republic maintains in foreign coun- 
tries, several of them have served either in 
the last war, or in preceding ones. It was 
discovered, that among the number of those 
appointed for England, ose had served in the 
armies of the republic; and instantly a cabi- 
net alarm multiplies the number of these mi- 
litary agents of France, as the appearance of 
a few fishermen was formerly multiplied into 
the advanced guard of a fleet destined to make 
“a descent, and spread terror throughout the 
whole country. This foolish exaggeration 
might, without any great impropriety, have 
madg its appearance in an English newspaper, 
but to introduce it into a royal manifesto, was, 
in our opinion, contrary to all decency.— 
The second subject of alarm to the British mi- 
nistry is still more ridiculous. A few questions 
to be answered, on the state of commerce, 
suchas might haveappeared in a public journal, 
were addressed to a commissary of the reppb- 
lic. For more than one hundred and fifty 
aps this series of questions rd formed part 

f the patent instructions of the commerci: 

agents of France. Solittle were they calculated 
toexcite distrust, that those agents transmitted 
to the gub-agents of the distri¢t in which 
a7 Seaidede hho tenqncpily. ase prerclaete 
ctigns,’ put together with ao other view: 


nw 










KING or ENGLAND’s DECLARATION. 





rios@ 


but that of obtaining such information as it 
was the interest of those very places to extend 
and propagate as much as possible, are written 
and addressed without any mysterious form, 
and it is thus that they have traversed Europe 
in ostensible characters, It is then through 
the medium of the post-office that this grand 
secret has been brought to light; and, after 
all the outcry which has been raised against 
these instructions, it appears to us, that no- 
thing has been proved, but that the sanctity 
of correspondence is not religiously respected. 
at the post-offices of England, and that letters 
are opened by the agents of government,— 
For the rest, we cannot but applaud the pru- 
dence of his Britannic Majesty, in not per- 
mitting these French agents to repair to their 
respective  arony of destination, since, on 
the faith of the alarms of his cabinet, they 
would have been taken for military men, and 
had they been suffered to proceed, would 
certainly have dispatched to their government 
extracts from journals and almanacks, on the 
balance of exports and imports, on the banks 
and commercial houses, the duties of ton- 
nage, and other mysteries of equal import- 
ance. 
(5.) “ The conduct of the French govern 
** ment, with respect to the commercial inter- 
*‘ course between the two countries, must 
** therefore be considered as ill suited to a state 
** of peace, and their proceedings in their 
** more general political relations, as well ag 
‘* in those which immediately concern his 
‘* Majesty’s dominions, appear to have beca 
** altogether inconsistent with every principle 
** of good faith, moderation, and justice. Hie 
‘* Majesty has entertained hopes, in conse. 
** quence of the repeated assurances and pro- 
** fessions of the French government, that 
** they might have been induced to adopt a 
** system of policy, which, if it had not in- 
“ spired other powers with confidence, might 
** at least have allayed their jealousies, Lf the 
“ French government had really appeared to 
* be actuated by a due attention to such a sys- 
** tem; if their dispositions had proved to be 
** essentially pacific, allowances would have 
‘* been made for the s tuation in which anew 
** government must be placed after so dread. 
‘* fyl and extensive a convulsion as that which 
“‘ has been produced by the French revo- 
** lution,” 

It is difficult to discover the real intention 
of the ministry in taking this observation, 
Did it wish to point to the recent origin of 
the French government? Certainly, it is not 
without reason that it seeks to recall the re-. 
collection of the past; for it is so completely: 
lost in the blaze of glory which has signalized 
the birth of this government, and in the 
noble train of power, of energy, of wisdom, 
and of dignity which followed, that the re~ 








spect and love we bear towards it is con- 
a a in the imagination of the people, 
with ggntiments goutirmed by habit, and 
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transmitted by long tradition. There is one 
expression in this paragraph, the arrogance 
of which is so excessively ridiculous, that it 
does not ev=n excite our indignatioa.. The 
word aliowance in English is nearly equivalent 
to indulgence ; and it results from this sense of 
the expression, which is but a very slight 
equivoque, that the government of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty, on certain conditions which 
it takes the trouble to point out, was disposed 
to judge without rigour, and to excuse with 
goodness, the government of the French re- 

ublic. What magnanimous condescension! 

he English government would have pardon- 
ed France! And what would it have par- 
doned? Its vigilance, its greatness, its glory ? 
This we can with difficulty believe. But for 
what consideration would it have shewn so 
much indulgence in favour of the recent ex- 
istence of the French government? This 
consideration deserves to be weighed.—The 
English governinent is of no great antiquity; 
Om if it be true that princes can only be na- 
turalized by glory, it may be permitted us tq 
ask, whether the branch of the House of 
Brunswick, now reigning in England, is not 

et forcign? It may be permitted us to ask, 
what it has done to confirm and establish its 
naturalizaiion ? It is rather a doubtful point 
whether, at a future period, the difference 
of date between the accession of George the 
First, King of Great Britain, and the elec- 
tion of Bonaparie, called by the French 
people to be First Consul of France, will 
cause any great sensation in the festivals of 
Europe. There is, indeed, an interval be- 
tween these two epochs; but the learned 
men of fuiure ages will, with difficulty, un- 
ravel to posterity the precise manner in which 
the princes of the House of Hanover passed 
their time during that interval. 


(6.) ** But his Majesty has unfortunately had 

** too much reason to observe and to lament, 

* that the system of violence, aggression, and 

** agerandizement, which characterized the 

“* proceedings of the different governments of 

* France during the war, has been continucd 

** with as little disguise since its termination.” 
This accusation of violence and ambition, 
directed against all the governments which 
have existed in France since the revolution, 
the affectation ef not wishing -to make any 
distinction, together with the naked and in- 
determinate comparison between the govern- 
ment of the First Consul and all those which 
ed it, afford sufficient reason to be- 

ieve, that the British government has been 
no stranger to the system of offence and in- 
pr sg he with the most virulent per- 
severance, by the English journalists during 


the short interval ‘of peace, Since it now | power 
copies these very insults, -have we not a right | 


to conclude, that while it was constrained 
to behave with decency towards us, it se. 
cretly dictated to these periodical writers the 
outrages which now, only, it dares openly to 
avow ? 
(7.) “ They have continued to keep a 
** French army in Holland against the will, 
‘* and in defiance of the remonstranees of the 
‘* Batavian government, and in repugnance to 
** the letter of three solemn treaties.’”’ 


The French army has not continued in 
Holland in defiance of stipulations, but in 
conformity to the stipulations of a treaty 
with the government of that republic. Must 
the notions transmitted by the English ca. 
binet to parliament infringe upon engace- 
ments consented to, in order to make known 
the real intentions of a government? And 
these notions, all ihsufficient, all uncertain 
as ithey appear to be, on what are they 
founded? From ‘what. source have they 
reached the British government? By whom 
have ministers been informed, that there 
were no stipulations between France and 
Holland? ‘These questions have been ad- 
dressed to them in parliament, and they have 
eluded a reply; nor could they produce a 
single dispatch from their minisier. We 
shall nevertheless see, in the course of our 
examination of the official papers, that they 
are not sparing of their dispatches, and that, 
in a case of necessity, they know how to ar- 
range them according to their views, when 
they find in them disclosures which they 
deem it their interest to suppress. 

(8.) “* They have, in a period of peace, 
** invaded the territory, and violated tie in- 
“« dependence of the Swiss nat on, in defiance 
‘“* of the treaty of Laneville, wh ch had sti- 
‘* pulated the independence of (heir territory, 
‘* and the right of the inhabitants to choose 
** their own form of government.” , 

We shall here venture to ask the English 
government, whether it is at one and the 
same time the judge, the commentator, the 
guarantee, and the avenger of the treaty of 
Luneville 2? When all Europe is tranquil- 
lized by the blessings of that memorable 
compact, what interest or what right hasa 
power, that would not interfere in the nego- 
tiation, and who, from views of animosity or 
ambition, at that period separated itself en- 
tirely from the contracting states, to refer to 
a treaty to which it’ was not a party, 2n 
which “has for its guarantee the greatest 
powers of the continent? Is it 2 contempt 
of those powers? Is it a pretention to Luro- 
pean supremacy? Or, ratt ba A 
regrét which “it cannot 
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(9.) ‘* They have annexed to the dominions 
* of France, Piedinont, Parma, and Placentia, 
** and the Island of Elba, without allotting any 
** provision to the King of Sard nia, whom 
** they have despoiled of the most valuabie 
(10.)* part of his territory, thouzh they were 
“ bound, by a solemn engagement to the Em- 
«« peror of Russia, to attend to his interests, 
** and to provide for his establishment. It 
“* may, indeed, with truth be asserted, that 
** the period which has elapsed since the con- 
** clusion of the definitive treaty, has been 
*¢ marked with one coptinued series of ag- 
** gression, violence, and insult on the part of 
** the French government.”’ 


despoiled of “ tre most valuable part of his 
territory,” why has England, who conducted 
this prince to the state of abasement in which 
the fortune of war has thrown him, made no 
exertions during the war, no sacrifices at the 
period of the negotiations for peace, to com- 
pensate him for the evils which British insti- 
gation and British interference have brought 
upon him? Such is the fate of monarchs 
who devote themselves to the politics of this 
power! A despotic and haughty direction 
traces out to them the road which conducts 
to the abyss of destruction. Are they pre- 
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“ wellas the sentiments of the other cabinets 
‘* ot Europe. His Majesty learned, however, 
‘ with the utmost regret, that no disposition to 
** counteract these repeated infractions of 
‘€ treaties, and acts of violence, was mani- 
** fesied by any of the powers most immedi- 
“ ately interested in preventing them; and his 
‘* Majesty therefore jelt, with respect to these 
** objects, his single efforts could not be ex- 
** pected to produce any considerable advane 
** tage to those in whose favour they might be 
** exerted.” 


We see in the official papers, that a Swiss, 
dispatched by one of the parties which were 


If-the King of Sardinia has been u'gustly | then openly and actively in a state of civil 


war in Helvetia, not finding at Paris any ac- 
cess to the ministers of Vienna and Peters- 
burgh, was received, directed, and encou- 
raged by the British minister. We see, also, 
that at this period the English government 
dispatched into Switzerland an agent charged 
to inflame the minds of the people, to dis- 
perse money, to keep alive the spirit of fac- 
tion, and to light up every where the embers 
of civil discord. At this juncture the First 
Consul interposed, in order to arrest the far- 
ther effusion of blood. A simple invitation 
suspended the fury of adverse parties. An 
army, appointed for the sole purpose of giv- 





Cipitated into it? She closes her ears to their 
compiaints; she combats, she negotiates, she | 
demands, . she stipudates,—but for herself | 
only. Nevertheless, one great, one final 

consolation awaits them: they may rest as- | 
sured, that, at the renewal of hostilities, they | 
will obtain an honourable mention in the | 
manifestoes of England. 

(10.) Ot what concern is it to England, 
whether France is ** bound,” or not bound 
“by solemn. engagemenis with other pow- 
ers?” Do the treaties existing between the 
powers of Europe stand in need of the sanc- | 
tion of the King of England? Is the con- 
tinent, in what relates to its par rights, 
under the necessary tutclage of the English | 
nation? Such pretensions are neither more 
nor less than so many insults, not only to | 
France, but to all the powers of the con- 
tinent. Must not the unfortunate- King of 
Sardinia consider himself a-fresh insulted by 
the tardy and offensive pity which England 
now expresses, a pity, which serves only to 
Signalize the ungrateful indifference with 
which his interests were discussed by her.at | 
the negotiations of Amiens? 


Or) ‘* In the month of October last, his 
“« Majesty was induced, in consequerice of 
*© the earnest solicitation of the Swiss nation, 
“‘ tomake an effort, by a representation to.the 
« French government, toavert the evils which 
“ were then impending over that country. 
“© This jepeibientation was couched in the most 

-  moderaie terms; and measures were taken 
** by his: Majesty for asceriaining, under the 
tances which then existed, the real 
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' citizens, its ancient magistrates. 





| and wishes of the Swiss anions, as 


ing to the citizens exasperated against each 
other an opportunity of coming to a friendly 
understanding, was stationed in Switzerland; 
these citizens met, and all their disputes were 
terminated. A constitution, had it been dic- 


| tated by wisdom herself, would never have 


been permanent, if imposed by a victorious 
party. A constitution, the work of a good 
understanding on both sides, has succeeded 
in recalling to the bosom of Switzerland its 
antient institutions, ifs antient manners, its 
antient peace, and, by the free choice of its 
Such is the 
real history of this interference, which the 
British government dares to call an invasion, 
Let Europe now judge between the views of 
England and the views of France, and let 
her characterize the audacity of those men, 
who venture to reproach the First Consul for 
having, against their will, and in spite of 
their intrigues, restored to happiness and to 
concord one of the most interesting, and 


most respectable nations of the continent. 
(12.) “ It was about this time that the 
« Fsench government first distinctly advanced 
‘ the principle, that his Majesty had no right 
** to complain of the conduct, or to interfere 
** with the proceedings of Francc, on any point 
** which did not form a part of the treaty of 
“ Amiens. That treaty was unquestionably 
** founded upon the same principle as every 
** other antecedent treaty or Convention, on 
“ the assumption of the state ol possession, 
«< and of engagements existing at the period of 
_  itsconclusion.”’ ; | we 
* Jt will be necessary to examine the prin- 
Giple obscurely laid down by the English Go- 
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vernment, * that the treaty of Amiens, like { but nothing upon thé aggtandizément of Eng- 


every other treaty, was founded upon the state 
of possession, and of engagements exisiing at the 
period of its conclusion.” This principle 
means apparently (for here the obscurity of 
the text stands in singular need of be- 
ing explained by the conduct of the English 
Government), that treaties have no absolute 
value ; that their sanction does not depend on 
the engagements and good faith of the con- 
tracting powers; that the law which renders 
them binding does not proceed from the very 
clauses of the treaty; and the consent of 
those by whom it was signed; that it is not 
in the négotiation nor in the connection be- 
tween the two states that we must seek the 
motives and legality of the stipulations, but 
in other countries, and in the great scene of 
felations which may exist between all the 
States of the world, and in the chance of all 
the events which, after the negotiation, may 
operate a change in the existence of one of 
the two negotiating powers. This theor 

goes to establish the doctrine, that treaties 
may, indeed, have a positive form, but that 
their sanction, and especially their execution, 
are essentially conditional and eventual. 
Such, in substance, is the new law of na- 
tions which the English ministry now propose 
for the examination of the publicists of the 
continent. Should this principle be once 
adopted, such a change must also be effected 
in the usual instruments, as shall perfectly 
characterize the degree of perfection which 
this principle will have given to the law of 
nations. For instance, in the full powers of 
their plenipotentiaries, it is usual for govern- 
ments to say, ** We promise to ratify and 
execute the engagements which shall have 
been entered into in our name.” To this 


Jormula must be henceforth added, * unless, ' 


however, it is found, after a fresh examina- 
tion of the comparative state of the two 
powers, that we might have exacted more, 
and that we conceive ourselves authorized by 
the future state of things to demand ampler 
compensations.” Thus, treaties of péace 
will deceive no one, and will only present 
the real degree of good understanding, obli- 
gation, and stability, which England is pleased 
to give them. Wevwill, however, lay aside 
the discussion of right, and leave the English 
Government in the quict enjoyment 6f its 
new doctrine. We shall venture to attack it 
on the basis of its own hy sala We al- 
hove share: Morgane debt not to assert 
that it si Pace op tae of its 
pretensions, by sapping them with the’ v 
been said 


upon. the pretended aggrandize- 


ment of France since the treaty of Amiens, 





land: We shall endeavour to supply this 
Pply 

omission. The Carnatic isa portion of In- 
dostan, extending from Gontoor Cirian, all 
the length of the Coast of Coromandel, to 
Cape Comorin, and includes Tanjour, Mara- 
var, Trichenapali, Maduré, and Zinnerilly, 
Its length is about 570 English miles, its 
breadth 120. The population of this state is 
about five million souls, and the revenue of 
the sovereign amounts toa million sterling, 
Since the conclusion of the treaty of Amiens, 
this rich possession has been added to the 
power and riches of the English nation in 
Europe. We shall say nothing as to the 
mode, form, and title, by which this posses- 
sion was acquired. The English would pro- 
bably answer us, that justice, like language, 
is local; that the public law of Europe can: 
not regulate actions which take place in Asia; 
that the English, in this part of the globe, are 
not tied down by any of those laws which d+ 
rect the conduct of the people of this conti- 
nent ; that scourges, equal to the plague and 
famine, brought upon millions of fellow 
creatures, by simple views of speculation; 
that the slavery of nations, that imprison- 
ment, that even the pomenne of princes, and 
the usurpation of their estates, are events 
which, by reason of their distance, cannot be 
comprehended and judged of so far off; and, 
lastly, that Indians, whether kings, priests, 
or slaves, are not men. But we shall solely 
ask them, whether the revenue of a million 
sterling does not produce them gold, and 
whether this gold is not serviceable to _— 
in those intrigues, corruptions, and bloody 
disputes, which the public law has never 
been able to prevent, and, still less than a 
since the treasures of India have been call : 
in to support the English in that system © 
audacity, turbulence, and exterior ey, 
which, for half acentury, bas been leone 
with so much success to themselves, an . 
much misery to others? We call on t 4 
partizans of the English Government to am 
swer thesé two questions. ah 

We have oily spoken of acquisitions = 
by England, and known to Europe, sich, 
the treaty of Amiens; acquisitions he ‘be 
according to the professed principle of t pot 
claration, now constitute “a state of od at 
session different from, that which exist : 
the period of the treaty.” We; gener 
enemys , in order to clear up 

t question ee a ktsions 

bes dates, to. the acquisitio 


made by this very cou during the 
of the last war. We shail not speak of if 
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ary ie with the system which England 
has latterly pursued in India, we undertake 


to prove, that not onlv in France, at the | 


most violent epoch of her revolution, but, al- 
so, inno other country of the globe, and at 
no period of the history of man, has any ad- 
ministration ever manifesteda more iniquitous, 
amore greedy, a more inhuman ambition, than 
that of which the English administration in 
India has given us the example, both before 
and during the war which laid low one of the 
most powerful sovereigns of Indostan. The 
result of power and of riches, for which the 
English are indebted to the injustice of their 
Government in India, is as follows: The 


portion of the bloody heritage of Tippoo Saib | 


which fell to the lot of England, is composed 
of several provinces, rich in culture, and im- 
portant from their position. Its extent is 500 
miles in length, and 300 in breadth. The 
army of Tippoo consisted of 150,000 men, 
70,000 of wliom were regular troops. For 
fear of falling into error, and considering 
the diversity in the relations of historians and 
travellers, we shall not venture to estimate 
the population acquired by England, nor the 
revenues of its new usurpations. But to 
dwell on facts-génerally admitted: we ven- 
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ture to assert, that since the destruction of | 
the power of the Mysore, there no longer | 
exists any force in Bengal, and in the penin- 
Sula to the south of the Mahratta country, | 
capabie of opposing the slightest check to the | 
zmbition of England; that the people and | 
states of this country lost, in the overthrow | 
‘ot Tippoo-Saib, the sole support of their in- | 
dependence, and the ultimate hope of their | 
weakness ; that these states, now defence- 
less, compose when united to those under 
the government of England, a population of 
iorty million souls; and that those to which 
British authority does not immediately ex- 
tend, are notin a situation less miserable or 
Jess dependant; since their princes are in- 
cessantly alarmed by a neighbour who over- 
awes them, since the exclusive system. of 
English commerce forbids the participation of 
other European nations in the commerce of 
india, and thus, the inhabitants of this coun- 
try, though not governed by the laws of Eng- 
land, are no less subject to the despotism 
of her speculations, ho less oppressed by 
her avarice, and tio less the slaves of her in- 
dustry, — 
(13.)_* If that state of possession and of en- 
***‘gagements is materially affected by the vo- 
** luntary act of any of the partics, so as to: pre- 
“* judicé thé condition on which the other 
“* party has emicred>snto the. contract, the 








don alee sosoadc. mien ba Cope ceied: 99 -ape- 
fating virtually as 2 the iseaty i- 
6 self, and as the party aggrieved aright 
~~ > to.deriiand ion-or Compensation for . 






ence which such acts 


‘ may have effected in their relative situations; 
«< but whatever may be the principle on which 
** the treaty is to be considered as founded, there 
‘** Js ind:sputably a General Law of Nations, 
“ which, though: liable to be himied, ex- 
* plained, or restrained by Conventional Law, 
“ is antecedent to it, and is that law or rule ot 
“ conduct to which all sovereigns and states 
‘have been accustomed to appeal, where 
‘© Conventional Law is admitted to have been 
“ sjent. The Treaty of Amiens, and every 
« other treaty, in providing for the objects to 
“whch it is particularly directed, does not 
‘* therelore assume or imply an indifference 
* to all other objects Which are not specified 
‘* in its stipulations, much less does ii adjudge 
‘© them to be of a nature to be left to the will 
‘* and caprice of the violent and the powerful. 
“ The justice of the cause is alone a sufficient 
«* sround to warrant the interposition of any of 
“the powers of Europe in the differences 
“* which may arise between other states, and 
“the application and extent of that just in- 
*< terposition is to be determined solely by con- 
‘* siderations of prudence. These principles 
“* can admit of no dispute; but if che new and 
‘< extraordinary pretension advanced by the 
« French Government, to exclude his Majesty 
‘« from any right to interfere with respect to 
“* the concerns of other powers, unless they 
« made a specific part of the stipulations of the 
‘* Treaty of Amiens, was that which it was pos- 
‘«« sible to maintain, those powers would have 
‘aright, at least, to claim the benefit of this 
« principle, in every case of difference be- 
‘“¢ tween the two countries. The indignation 
« of all Europe must surely then be excited by 
«< the declarations of the French government, 
‘* that, in the event of hostilitiés, these very 
«* powers who were no parties to the Treaty of 
« Amiens, and who were not allowed to de- 
« rive any advantage from the remonstrances of 
“ his Majesty in their behalf, are nevertheless 
‘* ty be made the victims of a war which is 
«© aliedged to arise out of tle samme Treaty, 
«* and are to be sacrificed in a contest which 
“they not only have not occasioned, but 
“© which they have had no means whatever of 
“* preventing.” 
The conclusion of this paragraph is totally 
unintelligible. There is here a confusion of 
powers which renders it incomprehensible. 
Which, we-.wish to know, are the states “ in 
whose behalf the English government has 
made remonstrances,” and which are those, 
that, “ not being able to occasion or prevent 
the contest, may nevertheless be made the 
victims of it?” These powers. are not thus 
confounded without design ; for it is always 
so easy to explain our intentions clearly, that 
obsturity, in objects of great and manifest 
interest, musf ever be considered as the cer- 
tain sign of dissimulation, or of a conscience 
stung with reproaches. But what is here the 
secret intentions of the English government? 
Of these we are totally ignorant. Weknow 
only, that the states, in. whose behalf Eng- 
land has made remonstrances, have no great 
reason to express their gratitude. Her de- 
ceitful promises proved to the King of’ 
Sardinia. They would also have succeeded 
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in undoing Switzerland, had not the First 
Consul snatched that devoted country from 
their solicitations. As to the states that may 
suffer from the war which England is about 
to rekindle, we imagine this to be one of 
the consolations which her generosity is pre- 
paring, to efface the impressien of their mi- 
series and alarms. Shovld this war draw af- 
ter it a ten years train of fresh desolations 
and destruction, England, by her foresighted 
declaration, is already prepared to say to her 
victins—“ Of what have you to reproach 
me? Itis true [ rekindled the war ; it is true 
{ foresaw all that you were to sufter; but 
read my manifesto, and see whether or no 
I did not say, that you had neither occasioned 
nor prevented it, and expressly recommended 
that you might not be sacrificed in this contest. 
These generous ideas, we doubt not, will 
inspire the cabinet writers, the first time they 
have occasion to manufacture one of those 
laboured productions, entitled, The Speech 
trom the Throne, and which, annually, informs 
the good people of England, of all that the 
anxiety of ministers for their happiness has 
projected, and of the happy unanimity sub- 
sisting between them and the legislature. 


(14.) ‘* His Majesty judged it most expedi- 
ent, under the circumstances which tien af- 
fected Europe, to abstain from a recurrence 
to hostiliuies on acceunt of the views of am- 
bition and acts of aggression manifested by 
France on the continent; yet an experience 
of the character and dispositions of the French 
government could not fail to impress his 
Majesty with a sense of the necessity of in- 
creased vigilance in guarding the rights and 
dignity of his crown, and in protecting the 
interests of his people.—Whulst his Majesty 
Was actuated by these sentiments, he was 
called upon by the French government to 
evacuate the island of Malta. His Majesty 
had manifested, from the moment of the 
signature of the definitive treaty, an anxious 
disposition to carry into full effect the stipu- 
lations of the treaty of Amiens relative to 
that island. As soon as he was informed 
that an election of a Grand Master had taken 
place, under the auspices of the Emperor of 
Russia, and that it had been agreed by the 
different priories assembled at St. Petersburgh 
to acknowledge the person whom the court 
of Rome should select out of those who had 
** been named by them to be Grand Master of 
** the Order.of St. John, his Majesty proposed 
to the French government, for the purpose of 
avoiding any difficultics which might arise in 
the execution of the arrangement, to ac- 
knowledge that election to be, valid: and 
when, in the month of August, the French 
government applied to his Majesty to per- 
mit the Neapolitan troops to be sent to the 
island of Malta, as a preliminary measure for 
preventing any unnecessary delay, his Ma- 
jesty consented without hesitation to this 
proposal, and gave directions for the admis- 
sion of the Neapolitan troops into the island. 
His Majesty had thus shewn his disposition 
n9t nly to throw no obstacic ip the way of 
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the exccution of the treaty, but, on the con- 
trary, to facilitate the execution of t b; 
every means in his power. His Majesty 
cannot, however, admit, that at any per od 
since the conclusion of the treaty of Amiens 
the French government have lad a right re 
call upon him, in conformity to the stipula- 
tions of that treaty, to withdraw his toices 
** from the island of Malta. Atthe time when 
this demand was made by the French CO- 
vernment, several of the most important 
stipulauons of the arrangement respecting 
Malta remained unexecuted: the election of 
a Grand Master had not been carried into 
effect. The tenth article had stipulated 
‘ that the independence of the island suould 
be placed under the guarantee and protec- 
** tion of Great Britain, France, Austria, Rus- 
sia, Spain, and Prussia. Tiie Emperor of 
Germany had acceded to the guarantee, but 
only on condition of a like accession on the 
‘ part of the other powers specified in the are 
*‘ ticle. The Emperor of Russia had refused 
‘ his accession, except on the condition that 
the Maltese langue should be abrozaicd; 
<< and the King of Prussia had g:ven no answer 
whatever to the application which had been 
** made to him to accede to the arrangement. 
«¢ But the fundamental pr.nciple, upon the ex- 
«€ istence of which depended the execution of 
the other parts of the article, had been de- 
feated by the changes whici: had taken place 
‘© inthe constitution of the Order since the 
*« conclusion of the treaty of peace. It was 
«© to the Order of St. John of Jerusalem that 
his Maiesty was, by the first stipulation of 
the 10th article, bound to restore the island 
of Malta. The Order is defined to consist of 
«© those langues which were in existence at tue 
«time of the conclusion of the treaty: the 
«* three French langues having been abol shed, 
«¢ and a Maltese langue added to the institu- 
‘< tion. The Order consisted, therefore, at 
«« that time of the following langues, v.z. of 
«© Arragon, Castile,Germany, Bavaria, and Rus- 
«< sig. Since the conclusion of the definitive 
*< treaty,the langues of Arragon and Cast le have 
«« been separated from the Order by Spain, 3 
part of the Italian langue has been abolished 
« by the annexation of Picdmont and Parma 
«< to France. There is strong reason to beleve 
«¢ that it has been in contemplation to seques- 
«¢ trate the property of the Bavarian langue, 
«¢ and the intention has been avowed of keep- 
«ing the Russian langues withia the domi- 

«« nions of the Emperor.” } 
The British government, by what it ad- 
vances in this historical developement, stands 
evidently accused. On the arrival of the 
Neapolitan troops at Malta, its ‘dispositions, 
at least apparently so, were conformable to 
the treaty of Amiens, and the two countries 
lived in a state of good understanding. Every 


thing that precedes this event may, [00 
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late, be remembered with bitterness, and. 


represented in a false point of view ; but It 1s 
certain, that, at that period, the —— 
cations, Official and non-official, between the 
two governments, were amicable and wd 
perate. If the English government, at = 
time, suspected France of “ cvews of ambi- 
tion,” and could have accused her of * mane 





19 


fies 
tra 
its 
irr 
its 
on 


tic 
ch 
th 
ca 
de 
ed 
pu 





1957] 


fested aggressions,” why can they not be 
traced in the official notes or dispatches of 
its Ministers?—It is then, clear, that the 
irritation of the English government takes 
its date from the very moment it was called 
on to execute the treaty of Amiens, in a 
point that counteracted its projects of ambi- 
tion. Itis clear, that it has now no other 
charge against France; it is clear, that all 
those which precede it, were mere amplifi- 
cations of office, a vain display of blustering 
declamations and diplomatic bathology,deem- 
ed necessary to draw the attention of the 
public from the real object of the rupture. 


(15.) ** Under these circumstances, the Order 
of St. John, cannot now be considered as 
that body to which, according to the stipula- 
‘ tions of the treaty, the island was to be res- 
** tored ; and the funds indispensably necessary 
for its support, and for the maintenance of 
the independence of that island, have been 
nearly, if not wholly, sequestered. Even if 
this had arisen from circumstances which it 
Was not inthe power of any of the contract- 
ing parties to the treaty to control, his Ma- 
jesty would nevertheless, have hada right 
to defer the evacuation of the island by his 
forces, until such time as an equivalent ar- 
rangement had been concluded for the pre- 
servation of the independence of the Order 
and of the island. Butif these changes have 
taken place in consequence.of any acts of 
** the other parties of the treaty; if the French 
government shall appear to have proceeded 
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** upon asystem of rendering the Order whose 
** independence they had stipulated, incapab!e 
** of maintaining that independence, his Ma- 
** Jesty’s right to continue in the occupation 
** of the sland, undersuch circumstances, will 
“‘ hardly be contested. It is ind.sputable, 
cc 


that the revenucs of the two Spanish Langues 
“ have been withdrawn from the Order by his 
** Catholic Majesty; a part of the Italian 
** Langue has in fact been abolished by France, 
“ through the unjust annexation of Piedmont 
© and Parma, and Placenua, tothe French ter- 
“ ritory. The Elector ot Bavaria has been in- 
** stigated by the Frenmhoegovernment to se- 
** questrate the propery of the Order within 
“ his territorics; and it is certain, that they 
** have not only sanctioned, but encouraged 
‘ the idea of the propriety of separating the 
“ Russian Langues from the remainder of the 
‘© Order.- As ihe conduct of the governments 
“ of France and Spain, have, thercfore, in 
** some instances directly, and in others, indi- 
“ rectly, contributed to the changes which 
‘* have taken place in the Order, and thus de- 
“ stroyed its mcans of supporting its inde- 
“ pendence, it is to those governments, and 
** not to his Majesty, that the non-execution 
© of the 10th Article of the treaty of Amiens 
«* must be ascribed. —Such would be the just 
** conclusion, if the 10th Art. of that treaty 
“ were considered as an arrangement by itself. 
«¢ It must be observed however, that this Ar- 
&* ticle forms a part only of a treaty of peace, 
“ the whole of which is connected together, 
“* and the stipulations of which must, upon a 
*¢ principle common to all weaties, be con- 
‘© strucd as having a reference to cach other. 
« His Majesty was induced by the treaty of 
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‘© Peace to consent to abandon and to restore 

* tothe Order of St. John the island of Malta, 
“ on condition of its independence and ncu- 
“ trality. Buta further condition which must 
** necessarily be supposed to have had consi- 
“ derable influence with his Majesty in ine 
*< ducing him to make so important a conces- 
* sion, Was the acquiescence of the French 
* covernmecnt in an arrangement lor ihe secue- 
“ rity of the Levant, by tue Sth and %h Artie 
cles inthe treaty, stipulating the interests of 
© the Turkish Empire, and the independcace 
“ of the Ionian islands,”’ 

It will here be necessary to recall to our 
recollection the 10th Article of the treaty of 
Amiens, whic!i we shall transcribe entire: 

‘* The islands of Malta, Goza, and Comino, shall 
** be restored to the Order of St. John of Jcrusalem*, 
to be held on the same conditions on which it pose 
** sesscd them betore the war, and under the tollow- 
‘fing stipulations:—I. The Knights of the Order, 
whose Langues shall continue to subsist, alter the 
exchange oi theratfication ol the present treaty, are 
** invitedto return to Malta, as soon as the exchange 
*€ shall have taken place. Tiley shall there form a 
** general Chapter, and proceed to the clection of 
‘© a Grand Master, chosen from among the natives 
of those nations which are to preserve their 
© Langues, unless that eclecuon bas been already 
‘* made since the exchange of the preliminaries. — 
‘€ Itis understood that an election made subsequent 
* to that epoch, shall alone be considered valid, 
“ tg the exclusion of any otherthat may have taken 
* place at any period prior to that epoch.—2. The 
‘ sovernments of the French Republic, and of 
‘« Great-Britain, desiring to place the Order and 
island of Malta in a state of entire independence 
‘¢ with respect to themselves, agree that there shall 
‘© not be in future either a French or an English 
“ Langue; and that no individual belonging to 
“ cither the one or the other of these powers shall 
‘© be admitted into the Order.—3. There shall be 
“* established a Maltese Langue, which shall be sup- 
* poried by :he territorial revenues, and commer- 
‘© cial duties of the island. This Langue shall have 
‘« its peculiar dignities, an establishment and a man- 
‘* sion-iousc. Proofs of nobility shall not be ne- 
** cessary forthe admission of Knights of th.s Langue; 
«* and they shall be moreover admissible to all of- 
“* fices, and shall enjoy all privileges in the same 
«* manner asthe Knights of the other Langues. At 
«© Jeast kaif of the Municipal, Administrative, Civil, 
© Judicial, and other employments depending on 
«© the Government, shall be filled by inhabitants of 
«* the islands of Malta, Gozo, and Comino. 4. Tie 
‘© forces ot his Britannic Majesty shall evacuate the 
«« island and its dependencies, within three months 
from the exchange of the ratifications, or sooner 
if possible. At that cpoch it shall be given upto 
«¢ the Order in its presen: state, provided the Grand 
«* Master, or Commissarics, fully author:zed accords 
«« ing to the statutes of the Order, shall be in the 
‘* island to take possession, and that the torce which 
«isto be provided by his Sicilian Majesty, as is 
‘«* hereafter stipulated, shall have arrived there.— 
«© 5, One half of the garrison, at least, shail be al- 
«* ways composed of native Maltese; for the re- 
«¢ mainder, the Order may levy recruits in those 
« countries only which continue to possess the 
«* Langues. The Maltese troops shall have Maltese 
“© officers. The commandership in chief of the 
** garrison, as well as the nomination of the offi- 
‘* cers, shall pertain to the Grand Master, and this 
right he cannot resign even temporarily, except 
‘ in favour of a Knight, and in concurrence with 
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‘6 the advice of the Council of the Order—6. The 
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independence of the iflesof Malia, of Gezo and 
Com no, as well as the present arranzements, 
shall be placed under the protection and gua- 
rantee of France, Great-Britain, Ausiria, Spain, 
Russia, and Prussia.-—7. Tne neutral.tv of the 
Order and of the island of Malta, with its de- 
pence:cies, is hereby proclaimed.—8. The ports 
of Malia shall be opencd to the commerce and 
the navigation of all nations, who shall there 
pay equal and moderate dut.es: these duties 
shall be apphed ty the maintenance of the Mal- 
tese Lunguy, as specified in paragraph 3, to that 
of the c.vil and military establ.shmeats of the 
island, as well as to tiat of a general Lazaret. 
open to all colours.—9. The States of Barbary 
are cxcepted irom the conditions of the pre- 


* ceding paragraphs, until, by means of an arrange- 


mentto be procured by the contract.ng paruies, 
ay 


tie system of hostil:ies, which subsists betw¢ Ch 


the states of Barbary and the Order of St. Join, 
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by the same statutes, which were in force, when 
the Kaughts left the isle, as far as the present 
is contained in the parayrapl ~ 

), shall be converted in'o laws and pcipe- 


tual statutes of the Order, in the customary man- 
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only the concurrence of the contracting pow- 
ers in order to its execution.—There is 

Trewoe 2 ay e) ’ : “< 
however, one exception in the fourth pa- 
ragraph, and that exception is clearl 
pressed: the island shall not be 
by 


- 


y ex 
: evacuated 
vy the English troops, but on the arrival 
of the Grand Master or Commissaries fully 
authorized according to the © statutes of 
the Order, and of the Neapolitan troops 

7 ™ = Pe 1 %,@ } . - , 2 : 
Here we find the positive Clause of the eva- 
cuation of Malta united to two conditional 
clauses. But the exception establishes the 
rule, and is the cléaresit evidence, that the 
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treaty does not abrozate them.—11. The TC S3i- 


ner; and the Grand Master, or, it be shail not | 
be in the island at the time of its restoration to | 


the Order, lus representative, as well as hos suc- 
cessors, shall be bound to take an oath for their 
punctual observance.—12. His S ciban Mavest: 
shall be inviied to furnish 200 men, natives of his 
States, to scrve asa garrison in the dificrent for- 
tresses of the said islands. Thar force shall re- 
main one year, to bear date from their restiiuvor 
tothe Knights; and if atthe expiration of this 
terin, the Order should not have rased a 

sufficient, in the judgment of the Guarantce:ng 
Powers to garrison the island and us dependen- 
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"| Cuation and independence of Malta be con 
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ina manner equally absolute, that the two 
conditions, the presence of a commissary of 
the order, and of the Neapolitan troops des- 
ined for the provisional protection of the 
isiand, and the order of Miaita,*should 
realized, in order to the execution of the 
preamble and the fourth paragraph. But 
neither in the nature of things, nor by tle 
contexture of the 10ih article, can the eva- 


/nected with any other conditional paragraphs 


. ° . » , ! 
cics, as is specified in the Sth paragraph, the 


Neapolitan troops shall continue there until they 
shal] be replaced by a force deemed suificient by 


signaied in the 6th paragraph, to wit, France, 
Great-Britain, Austria, Spain, Russia, and Prussia, 
shall be invited to acccde to the p:csent stipu- 
lations.”’ 


The letter and spirit of everv part of this 


ariicle agrees on one point, which, both with 
regard to the order of Malta, and the respec- 
tive interests of France and England, is the 
most important of all—that within three 
months from the exchange of the ratifications, 
the island of Malta shall be evacuated by the 
British forces, and that the order shali remain 
sovereign, and independent of any of the 
contracting powers.—This article consists of 
thirteen paragraphs; and_ this division, ex- 
pressly and numerically marked, indicates 
that they are distinct, and totally indepen- 
dent of each other. Some of these para- 
graphs are conditional; others absolute. Of 
the former description are, necessarily, those 
which speak of the concurrence of, the pow- 
ers not.contractants to the treatv. Qt the 


latter, are, necessarily, those which require 
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of this article. The two governments agreed 


< 


that Malta should be restored to the order. 
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+ aitgghit i in 13, The diff p °’Y One renounced the rights acquired by tn 
1@ sai owcrs.—1.3, ie different Powers dee | . os Aa 
; ~. | treaty made with the order; the other, the 


righis attained. by conquest; and, in order 
that these sacrifices might not expericnce the 
least obstacle, and the smallest possible de 
lav, they made the act of restitution to de- 
pend wholly on one power, and took care 
to interest that. power in the restoration 0! 
the order, by stipulating, in the preamble, 
for the preservation of its individual rights. 
In the same spirit of foresight have they pro- 
vided, in the 4th and 10th paragraphs, against 
the alternative, that the grand master should 
not be elected, or that he could not repair 
to the island, to receive it from the British 
officers. Such were the positive and absolute 
views of the two. governmenis, relative (0 
the order of Malta, But this order being 
feeble, dispersed, and without a chief, it be- 
came their duty, atthe same time, to turn 
their attention, to the changes which circum- 
stances had rendered: neecssary, both in ‘eo 
constitution and its future interests. For t's 
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relative to reforms deemed beneficial, and to | 
political guarantees the most capable of pro- 
curing to the order security, prosperity, and 
consideration. These clauses are to be found 
in tee paragraphs 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 11, and 13 
of the Xtharticle. Eut none of these clauses 
essentially interest the existence of the order. 
Langues may be established or suppressed ; 
the order may be more or less rich; its exist- 
ence may be guaranteed by a greater or less 
number of powers: these hypotheses effect, 
in no degree whatever, the essence of the 
re-establishment of the order in its chief place 
of residence, and, still less, can they alter 
the force of the engagements which the two 
powers have contracted on their own part, 
and on the part of each other. This theory | 
of right is so plain, that nothing but the 
most notorious bad faith could render an ex- | 
posiuion of it necessary. Nothing, too, but | 
the most bare-faced ambition can dispute the 
Let us suppose, 





ee 





truth of its conclusions. 
for a moment, that on this point the conduct 
ot England had been sincere and disinterest- 
ed; what would have been her language? | 
** The powers. who are to guarantee the 
‘¢ 10th article of the treaty of Amicns have 
** delayed giving this guarantee ; it will ar- 
** rive quite as soon afier as before the eva- 
cuation. Is this guarantee, in some re- 
** spects, incomplete ? We will negotiate to 
“* obtain one without modification; or else 





** the contracting powers will yield to the 
** modifications demanded. In shart, the 
oe 


guarantee, such as is wished for, can it not 
“* be obtained? Well! the order shall ex- 
* ist under the guarantee of the contracting 
** powers, and those who have not acceded 
** to the demandsstipulated in the 6t2 and | 
© 13th paragraphs of the 10th article, are 
** too generous and too just ever to attach 
the security of an order, in the re-esta- 
“ blishment of which, their wishes and their 
** kind offices have as much contributed as 
** the consent and the inclinations of the 
** contracting powers.” With respect to the 
clauses relative to reforms, her language 
would have been this: “ the order in elect- 
*‘ ing the grand master since the treaty of 
“ Amiens, the Emperor of Russia in autho- 
** rizing this nomination, the sovereign pon- 
‘“‘ tiff in concluding this election, have im- 
“‘ plicitly adopted the reforming paragraphs. 
“ Will a more direct discussion of these 
‘¢ clauses give birth to difficulties in their 
‘s.execution? These difficulties shall be ex- 
“amined, explained, and either adopted or 
*‘ rejected. It little imports the tranquillity 
8 of the world, whether the changes in the 
‘ statutes of the order be few or many; but 
‘* it highly imports the honour of England, 
* that this order should exist, be imyme- 
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“ diately re-installed, and its chief residence 
‘ restored to it. In short, the order of 
‘* Malta is menaced in its possessions by sa 
“ vereigns, to whom oe Raper of the 
‘*¢ island of Malta has become cither an ob- 
* ject of encouragement and imitation, ora 
‘¢ motive for now cndeavouring to plunder 
* the order of a rich portion of her terri- 
“ tories. Is this danger, then, a réason for 
* taking advantage of those acts of violence 
‘¢ which this unfortunate order is in dread of 
“ experiencing? And, because it is poor, 
*¢ and runs the risk of becoming more so, 
* is it generous to seek to add to the mea~ 
‘“¢ sure of its miseries, by plundering it of its 


'“ subjects, its fortresses, its ports, and its 


* title of sovereigniy.” Such would have 


‘been the language of the minister of the 


King of England, had it been intended in 

the privy council to establish, on grounds of 

justice and good sense, the determination his 
Britannic Majesty had entered into. 

(16.) ** His Majesty has, however, since 

 Jearnt, that the French government have cn- 

** tertained views hostile to both these objects; 

** and that they have even suggested the idea of 

‘¢ a parution of the Turkish empire. These 

‘* views must now be manifesttoall the world, 

‘« trom the official publication of the report of 

** Colonel Sebasuani, trom the conduct of that 

** ofticer, and of the other French agents in 

“* Egypt, Syria, and the [Tonian islands, and 

‘* from the distinct admiss-on of the First Con- 

«© solhimself, in his communication with Lord 

‘““ Whitworth. His Majesty was, therctene, 

‘* warranted in Considering 1 to be the deicr- 

mination of the French government to vio- 

‘* late those articies of the treaty of peace, 

‘« which stipulated for the inteenty and mde- 

** pendence of the Turkish empire, and ot the 

** Jonian islands, and consequently he would 

““ not have been justified in evacuating the 

‘“ island of Malta, without receiving some 


“« for these important objects. His Majesty 

“* accordingly fee!s that he bas an incontestible 

* claim, im conscquence ot the conduct of 

‘© France since the treaty of peace, and with 

“« reference to the objects which made part of 

‘‘ the stipulations of that treaty, to refuse, 

‘‘ under the present circumstanccs, to.reline 

‘* guish the possession of the islandot Malta,’* 
The war of the English government has 
two alledged pretexts. The former we have 
already analyzed; the latter is an affected in- 
quietude as to the fate of the Ottoman: ¢m- 
pire. We shall next examine the declared 
motives of this inquietude. In the first 
place, the English government “ /earné thue 
the French entertained views hostile to the inte- 
grity of the Ottomanempire ;” and these views, 
say they, “ sust now be known to all the 
world.” By what means has. the English go- 
vernment learnt that France entertained such 
views? And on what evidence does it assert, 
that these views were known to all the 
world? The declaration is silent on this 
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charse, and, doubtless, no human sagacity 
can supply the place of such an omission !— 
To “ lecrn” a little sooner, what “all the 
world knows” a liitle later, may be a great 
effort of foresight. 
ing to complete the reader’s instruction, is 
the proof that these designs were known be- 
fore the time of their public revelation ; that 
these designs are generally known even now; 


b] 


and, what is of still more importance, that 
these designs had ever any real existence. 
Where are the proots of this assertion? Not 
in the declaration; for that-refers us, with an 
assurance which we cannet sufficiently ad- 
mire, to the report of Colonel Sebastiani, 
and the “distinct admission” of the First 
Consul himself, in his communication with 
Lord Whitworth. Thus instructed, the 
reader hastens to the official collection, 
where he first of all turns to the communica- 
tions of the First Consul with the British 
Ambassador, and afterwards to the report of 
Colonel Sebastiani, ** which discovers to the 
whole world the views of the French govern- 
ment.” During the course of Lord Whit- 
worth’s mission, did there ever exist a nego- 
tiation between this ambassador and the 
French ministry ? Would the First Consul 
have deigned to assist at an official confe- 
rence? Would there have been a minute of 
these conferences? And would the First 
Consul have authorized the insertion in this 
minute of what he had been pleased to say? 
Had this been the case, there would, we 
conceive, have been a regular, authentic 
communication. But no; nothing of this 
sort appears in the official collection. But 
what do we find in it that applies to the as- 
sertion of the English minister? A conver- 
sation of two hours, comprised in a dispatch 
of three pages; an acknowledgment, often 
repeated, of the difficulty of the writer to 
retain and arrange his recollections, a con- 
fession of not being able to confide in his 
memory, and a sentence carefully under- 
lined, ior the purpose of pointing out the 
grand mystery and distinct admission of the 
views of the First Consul against the Otto- 
man empire. This sentence runs thus: 
** He now went back to Egypt, and told 
‘6 me, that if he had felt the smallest incli- 
** nation to take it by force, he might have 
“* done ita month ago, by sending 25,000 
** men to Aboukir, who would have pos- 
** sessed themselves of the whole country, 
“ in defiance of the 4000 British in Alex- 
“‘ andria. That instead of that garrison 
** being a means of protecting Egypt, it was 
“* only furnishing him with a pretence for 
“invading it. This he should not do, what- 
“ever might be his desire to huve it as a co- 
* lony, because he did not think it worth the 
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risk of awar, in which he might, perhaps, 
be considered as the aggressor, and by which 
he should lose more than he could gain, since, 
sooner or later, Egypt would belong to 
France, either by the Salling to pieces of the 


© Turkish CUPL, or by some arrangement 
“ weeh the Porte.” 1s it possible to play thus 


audaciously with the good sense of the people 
of the 19th century! And is it the nation 
that produced a Locke, a Nepier, and a 
Newton, whose determination to spill her 
blood, to squander her treasure, to torture 
her industry, and to draw down upon her 
shores a scourge which, in the course of 
events, may degenerate into a war of extir- 
mination, is now attempted to be justified ! 
From our respect to the First Consul, we 
abstcin from entering into the particulars of 
a conversation, the truth and even probabi- 
lity of which is absolutely indifferent to the 
discussion. Whether this letter be written 
by Lord Whitworth or by ministers, or partly 
by one and partly by the other, the use made 
of it by the framers of the declaration an- 
swers, by no means, the object they had in 
view. It is a mass of inconsistency, ab- 
surdity, and a total forgetfulness of the re- 
spect which governments owe to themselves, 
as well as to public opinion. Readers, dis- 
appointed with the perusal of the ministerial 
dispatch, have no other means of arriving at 
the discovery of the pretended designs of 
France against the Ottoman empire, than the 
report of Colonel Sebastiani. And here the 
English cabinet leaves its readers to them- 
selves. Not a sentence is underlined, and 
through the long and varied details of a jour- 
ney to Tripoly, Alexandria, Cairo, Dami- 
etta, ‘and Jaffa, must they search for the 
traces of those fatal designs, which no offi- 
cial indication has atiributed to them. Vain 
researches! We find, in the report, that 
Colonel Sebastiani was received every where 
with marks of esteem, of confidence, and 
of attachment; that every thing, but the 
conduct of an English officer, and the stay 
of the English army in Egypt, completely 
answered his expectations ; that the name of 
the First Consul was blest and revered in the 
Kast; that the French nation was beloved ; 
that the delay of the English was a subject 
of alarm and discontent: not a sentence, not 
a single expression is there in the whole re- 
port, that can, by the most forced iuter- 
pretation, be construed into a design © 

France against the Ottoman empire. b 

this we may be well assured. For if the 
most distant allusion to these pretended de- 
signs could have been traced, the aid 0 
italic characters would, doubtless, have been 
called in, to designate the points of the haa 
port, on which the attention of the rea 
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should be arrested. Thus, then, it is evi- | nals respecting the Moniteur, and the official 
dent, that the English government falsely | character of this periodical paper : this is pure 


boasts of having ‘* learnt the views of France 


against the Ottoman empire ;” that it wrong- | 


fully accuses France of entertaining such 
views, and that the French government has 
better known than itself the means of making 
it generally understood, that the * views hostile 
to the security of the Ottoman empire” be- 
long solely to the English ministry, by shew- 
ing that it waited to the last moment before 
it evacuated Egypt, and that, in defiance of 
every consideration of justice, of decency, 


evacuate Malta, 
(17.) “© Yet notwithstanding this right, so 
“* clear and so unquestionable, the alternative 
** presented by the French government to his 
Majesty, in language the most peremp‘ory 
and menacing, was the evacuation of Malta, 
or the renewal of war.—Ii the views of am- 


** bition and aggrandizement, which have thus 
4¢ 


ce 
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** since the conclusion of the treaty of peace, 


have in so very particular a manner attracted 
the attention of his Majesty, it has been 
** equally impossible for him not to feel and 


et 


ce 


** not to notice, the repeated indignities which | 


** have been offered by that government to his 
** crown and his people.’’ 
The English government is absolutely de- 


termined to exculpate itself from every charge | 


by means of simple recrimination, without 
any authority but its own assertions, and to 
throw them entirely upon France. We have 
already seen that it was France who enter- 
tained wiews against the Ottoman empire. We 
now see, that it is France who has employed 
language the most peremptory and menacing. 
At a future day, perhaps, it will endeavour 
to prove, that it was the First Consul who, 
in a message to the legislative body, insulted 
truth, by two assertions notoriously false ; 
that it was he who forbad his ministers to 
make known his propositions in writing ; that 
it was he who imposed the alternative of 36 
hours; that it was he who recalled his ambas- 
sador from London ; that it was he who caused 
to be printed garbled dispatches, and who 
published as official papers, letters without 
connection, without interest, and without au- 
thenticity ; that it was he, in short, who de- 
clared war. 

(18.) “ The report of Colonel Sebastiani 


** contains the most unwarrantable insinuations | 


** and charges against his Majesty’s govern- 
“* ment, against the officer who commanded 
** his forces in Egypt, and against the British 
** army in that quarter. This paper cannot be 
** considered as the publication of a private 
** individual; it has heen avowed, and indeed 
§* bears evidence upon the face of it, that it 


** is the official report of an accrédited agent, | 


** published by the authority of the govern- 
** ment to which it was addressed, who thcre- 
“* by have given it their express sanction.” 


Much has been said in the London jour- 








been manifested by the French government | } : 
| to take observations presented to an autho 


} 
) 
| 
! 
{is official, in relation to England. 
| 


jealousy of the editors. But what have go- 
vernments to do with what is published ina 
newspaper? When a government authorizes 
a journal to inform its subscribers that it is 
official, it thereby makes known that the acts 
of administration, published in that journal, 
are authentic, and that the laws and delibe- 
rations of the constituted authorities publish- 
ed by its editors, are literaliy printed from 
the copies transmitted them, either by the 


erat } ; | clerks of those authorities, or from the secre- 
and of public right, it obstinately refused to | 


tary of state’s office. Ail that is printed in 
London is official in relation to France, as 
being countenanced by the public authority; 
in this sense, also, all that is printed in France 
But to 
argue from a report made to the chicf magis- 
trate of a government, in order to signalize 
projects and views of high administration, is 


rity, for the intentions of the authority itself. 
To argue from what has been published ina 


' 

| . ~ 

| newspaper, in order to fix upon a govern- 
{ 


ment political dispositions it has not made 
known by the acknowledged agents of its 
| measures, by the appointed organs of its 
views, is to suppose, that there exists in the 
| political organization of Kurope, neither rules, 
| nor forms, nor principles. [It is singular that 
| it should fail to the lot of Frenchmen, emerg- 
ing from a revolution, during which so many 
things were displaced, so many laws misuns 
derstood, to correct a government pretend- 
| ing to be old in the most common notions of 
the forms, the nature, and the various de- 
partments of the administration of a state; 
and that to men who, for ten years, have in- 
cessantly reproached us with having over- 
turned every thing, we should have occasion 
to say—“ You present us with articles of a 
“ newspaper for acts of government; and 
‘¢ you place in the mouth of a king, infor- 
‘ mations of facts, which the most discre- 
*“ dited news-monger would not venture to 
** insert in his journal: you attach so much 
“‘ importance to extracts from German pa- 
“ pers, that you think it your duty to pre- 
“¢ serve them in a collection of state papers; 
“¢ and in this very collection you refuse to 
‘© give place to important official notes, trans- 
“¢ mitted you under the signature of the mi- 
“ nister of a foreign government: you pub- 
“6 lish, as official, letters without date, with- 
out signature, or only signed by persons 
* unknown, ministerial dispatches which you 
“ have re-written, abridged, or lengthened 
“ at leisure; and you imagine that the ar- 
“ chives of the public law of Europe are, 
“ henceforward, to be encumbered with 





these puerile rhapsodies, and that the pub- 
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* licists of the Continent will conceive it 
*« their duty to pay any deference to docu- 
** ments devoid of all interest and authen- 
“ ticity. This is carrying assurance a little 
*¢ too far, and relying too much on the igno- 
“* rance and credulity of the public.”--Colo- 
nel Sebastiani has nobly and frankly rendered 
an account of a mission, which he nobly and 
faithfully discharged. It is false that he has 
inculpated either the British government or 
the british army; andif one hazarded ex- 
pression, to use the language of the Declara- 
tion, could be found in the report, does any 
one doubt, that the Englsh Ministers would 
not have hastened to render it conspicuous 
in their collection, by the assistance of dalic 
characiers ? 


*¢ (19.) This report had been published a 
very short time, when another indignity was 
offered to this country in the communication 
of the First Consul of France to the Legis- 
** Jative Body. Jnthiscommunication he pre- 
** sumes to affirm, in the character of Chief 
** Magistrate of that country that Great Britain 
cannot singly contend against the power of 
** France; an assertion as unfounded as it is 
** yndecent, disproved by the events of many 
** wars, and by none more than by those of the 
(20) ** war which has been recently concluded. 
© Such an assertion, advanced in the most so- 
*‘ jemn official act of a government, and 
* thercby meant to be avowed to all the 
*¢ powers of Europe, can be considered in no 
¢* other light than as a defiance publicly offered 
*€ tohis Majesty, and toa brave and powerful 
** people, who are both willing and able to 
s¢ defend his just rights, and those of their 
s¢ country, against every insult and aggression.” 
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The French government, in beholding the 
audacious system of insults, of insolent defa- 
mations, and of mad imprecations, which all 
the English journalists, without exception, 
had adopted against France, with a warmth 
and perseverance of which no war furnishes 
us the example, could not but consider this 
infamous species of tolerated and authorized 
abuse, as the menace of an actual war. The 
stay of the British troops in Egypt, Malta, 
the Cape of Good Hope and Gores, con- 
firmed it in the idea, that England was de- 


‘ sirous of imposing on France, by a system 


of pride, of violence, and of obstinacy ; and 
to ieir how little disposed it was to receive 
such impressions, it thought proper to declare 
its opinion of the actual situation of France 
and England, and to invite the French na- 
tion to trust to its government the charge 
of repelling aggresion, of maintaining its 
rights, and of watching over its future se- 
curity. We must here remark, that in this 
instance, also, the quotation in the mani- 
festo is, according to the practice of the 
English Cabinet, mutilated, and does not, 
in the “ View of the State of the Republic,” 
possess that general and absolute sense, which 
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Ministers have thought proper to give it in 
the declaration.— £t us, besides, refer to the 
time in which the View of the State of the 
Republic appeared, and we shall discover 
what was, at that period, the political line o! 
conduct which the English government af. 
fected to adopt with regard to the states of 
the Continent—The King’s speech to Parli- 
ament at the opening of the session, that is to 
say, on the 18th of November, three months 
before the date of the “ View of the state of 
the Republic,” is an act of government to 
which present circumstances give a con- 
siderable degree cf importance, and which 
ought to be perused with peculiar attention. 
—In this speech, the King refers to the rcla- 
tive situation of England, and the opinion 
he expresses is far from being a guarantee for 
his perseverence in a pacific disposition. 
France is not mentioned, and his Majesty 
does not once call the attention of Parliament 
to the recent connection between the two 
countries. He enlarges, however, upon the 
state of Europe, and the connection of the 
continental pewers with England; and de- 
clares, that he wall never lose sight of that wise 
system of policy, by which the interests of other 
staies arc connected with his own. His Britan- 
nic Majesty adds, that he cannot be indifferent 
to the changes that may take place in their 
strength and relative situations, and that his 
conduct shall invariably be directed by the con- 


sideration of the state of Europe. What, 1n- 


the eyes of the French government, could 
possibly signify this connection of the cont- 
nental powers of England, and these cons! 
derations drawn from the changes that might 
take place in Europe, in determining the du- 
ration of the sincere desire of his Britannic Ma- 
observation, that in this very paragraph, the 
assurance of the pacific dispositions of his 
Britannic Majesty 1s presented under condl- 
tional forms: it 1s positively modified by the 
eventual consideration of the connections ot 
England with the states of the continent.— 
Thus, in seven months after the peace, the 
English government proiesses, on the first 
opportunity of manifesting its sentiments, 20 
uncertain, eventual, and unconditional opi- 
nion on the peace. It is not engagements 1t 
has contracted; it is not new relations be- 
tween France and England, with which \ 
amuses the nation. It presents to her the 
states of the Continent as the sole object 
which ought to fix her attention; it 1s anXxt 
ous that she should not lose sight, for a mo- 
ment, of the wisely established system which 
unites the politics of Europe with the conduct 


of the governments of those states; lastly, x 
wishes to re-kindle her mad thirst for cont- 
nental connections, And when his Majesty 














1969) 


enlarges upon the happiness of Great Britain, 
the prosperity of his people, the flourishing state 
of the manufactures and public revenue, would 
it be credited, that he imputes no portion of 
these advantages to the blessings of peace ?--- 
Had not the government of the Republic, we 
ask, suihcient reason to fear, that the English 
government did not wish to rely upon the 
peace, and that it was fascinated with those 
dangerous and turbulent illusions, which, at 
the commencement of the last war, rendered 
it the apostle and instigator of coalitions, and 
which might again inspire her with the de- 
sire of preaching and provoking a new one? 
The attention excited by the King’s speech 
naturally turns us to those of his Ministers. 
We shall now hear their sentiments, on the 
grand question of peace. of war, and of con- 
tinental connections. In the sitting of the 23d 
of November, one of the Ministers said, that 
** his Majesty had made peace, because the 
** powers of the continent were neither able 
* nor willing to continue the war, and that 
** at the moment when England, as well as 
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“ an explanation.” He concludes by assasing 
it, that “ there as no hope but in a powers! co- 


*“ operation of some of the great states of 


* Europe.” Such were, a short time before. 
the publication of the “ view of the state of 
the Republic,” the Royal and Ministerial 
declarations of the English Government! 
Now, what must have been the effects of 
these declarations on the public opinion in 
France? Must not distrust, and uncertainty, 
doubts as to the continuance of peace, and 
suspicions on the new projects of coalition in 
case of a continental war, have arisen on all 
sides? And what then became the duty of 
the French government ?---To trace, in the 
first place, the progress of those negotiations, 
remonstrances anil official notes announced hy 
the English government ;--to endeavour to dis- 
cover whether the hope with regard to conti- 
nental connections, und the pore ful co-opera- 
tion of the Great States, was founded; and 
when it was satisfied that, upon a point, so 


| important to the repose of Furope, the Eng- 
| lish covernment had abandoned itself to the 


“ Europe, felt herself depressed by the weight | grossest delusions, to put a period to those 


** of the burthens imposed during the course of | 
“ «long war, rather than continue it without | 
** allies, he had thought it preferable to try the | 
“* experiment of peace.”-—** War,” said another | 
** of the Ministers, ‘is a certain evil; peace, . 
** on the contrary, is a positive good. Pre- | 
*¢ pared as we are for either alternative, it | 
* best suits us to embrace the chance of the | 
** continuation of this good.”—In the same 
Sitting, the Secretary of State for foreign 
affairs, developed in a more precise manner, 
the maxims which had only been slightly 
touched upon in the Speech from the Throne. 


—» -——— 


‘“* The relation of England vith other States | 


“ ought not,” said he, “ to place her in the 
“* situation of a nation animated by a spirit of 
“* knight-errantry, interfering in all disputes 
“ for the purpose of adjusting them. — Lhis 
“« system of policy has been too much that of 
© England ; we must have the wisdom to aban- 
* donit. These relations must be founded 


‘* upon the interests of England, and upon the 





** means she may possess of rendering efiec- 
“ tual her interference in the disputes of other 
** countries. In the last century, we did not 
“ prevent the House of Bourbon from 
“ reigning in Spain. We did not prevent 
“ the destruction of Poland. It was pru- 
*¢ dent in us to throw no obstacle in the way 
“ of these inevitable events.” The same 
Minister continues: “ With respect to the 
“* present state of England and Europe, the 
“ different negotiations which have succeeded 
“ each other, and the notes and representations 
“ which have been addressed to the different 





“* powers ; it isa subj 
“ Jam confident the House will not press for | 
Vou. Hl. 


ject of such delicacy, that |. 





inquietudes which might prevent the French 
nation from re-animating her industry, res- 
toring her manufactures, and giving a greater 
portion of activity to her commercial specu- 
lations; lastly, to announce to France, that 
she had no reason to dread the Continental 


| Connections of Ingland, and that England had 
no allies on the Continent. 


(20.) The reading part of the Eurepezn 
world will feel no great inclination, we be- 
lieve, to search into history for the unknown 
wars in which * England alone has been able 
successfully to contend against France.” The 
one recently concluded, is within all our re- 
collections : it commenced with the almost 
general coalition of all the powers against 
France. England was neither the first nor 
the last to combat, and has, therefore, never 
contended singly against France. .The Ger- 
man empire, Holland, and Italy, were at 
war when England entered the field. _Hos- 
tilities had ceased before the peace of Portu- 
gal; the treaty of peace with the Ottoman 
empire was posterior to the treaty with Eng- 
land. ' Nevertheless, the Declaration ex- 

ressly declares, of the assertion that Great 
ritain cannot singly contend against France, 
that this assertion 7s especially disproved by the 
events of the war which has been recently con- 


cluded. ; 
(g1.) “ The conduct of the First Consul to his Ma- 


“« jesty’s ambassador at his audience, in pre- 
« sence of the ministers of most of the sove- 
% reigns and states of Europe, furnishes another 
« instance of provocation on the port of the 
“ French government, which it would be ime 
‘© proper not to notice on the present occasion, 
«« and the subsequent explanation of this trans 
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‘¢ action may be considered as having the 
“ effect of aggravating instead of palliating the 
‘* affront.” 
With respect to a pretended conversation 
between the First Consul and the English 
ambassador, we scarcely know which is en- 
titled to the greater share of credit, the ex- 
tract from the Hamburgh paper, or the let- 
ter, No. 38 of the Official Collection, attri- 
buted to Lord Whitworth. The ministers 
have given to these two pieces the same de- 
gree of importance, by including them in the 
same collection; and, by the date of their 
publication, they are entitled to an equal 
share of credit. We leave the credibility of 
such things as these to be defended by the 
journals. When ministers descend to such 
ground, and bring to the aid of newspaper 
recitals the correspondence of their agents, 
or to the correspondence of their agents the 
recitals of newspapers, they forget every idea 
of political decency ; but those who know them 
are, thereby, spared the pains of enterin 
into a discussion of charges, which are only 
supported by such proofs. Thus are con- 
versations, the reality of which is doubtful, 
placed in the rank of political offences. 
States can only injure each other by acts of 
injustice, and England is well versed in this 
species of offence; but conversations are not 
the weapons of governments, and still less 
can they become the object of complaint, 
when we have no meais of establishing the 
charge, but upon letiers published long after 
their date, and testimonies extracted from 
public journals. There are two conversations 
about which the ministers of his Britannic 
Majesty have made a considerabie degree of 
clamour; that reported by the English am- 
bassador and the Hamburgh journalist, and 
that which appears in the official papers, 
No. 38, and of which Lord Whitworth js the 
sole narrator. As to the fact of this conversa- 
tion, we will venture to say, that it is absurd 
to insert, in a discussion rendered public, 
the details of a conversation to which there 
could be no witnesses ; and that it betrays the 
height of folly and inconsistency, to produce, 
under an efficial form, and with a view to 
inculpation, an account clumsily narrated, 
liable, at the moment of writing, to miscon- 
structions, through defect of memory, and 
still more liable to misrepresentation from the 
bad faith of the parties by whom they are 
published. For the rest, it is generally un- 
derstood, that a conversation did really take 
place between the First Consul and the Bri- 
tish ambassador. It is even known, from the 
P arent impression it made upon Lord 
Nhitworth, that this conversation was, on 
the part of the First Consul, full of mildness, 


2 desire to remove difficultics, and views of 


FRENCH REMARKS own tue 








[i972 


the most conciliatory nature. In its motive 
and object, it has been considered as one of 
those unusual and spontaneous movements 
which an ardent love of virtue and of justice, 
could alone inspire, and only to be equalled 
by the letter written, by the same personage, 
to his Britannic Majesty. The First ret 1 
had reason to hope that it had not failed in its 
object, since the British ambassador was, ap- 
parently, as much affected by it as could pos- 
sibly have been desired. If the dispatch 
which has appeared under his name has not 
been altered by the bad faith of his govern- 
ment, Lord Whitworth is not deserving of 
pity ; but if it has been mutilated, amplified, 
and perverted, according to the views and 
interest of the ministers to whom it was writ. 
ten, he is extremely unfortunate in bein 
obliged to sacrificc to the cause of his King, 
the interests of truth and propriety. For the 
rest, the government of the republic has stated, 
in its View of the Situation of the Repubiic, 
what were its intentions with regard to the 
Oitoman empire: Europe will not hesitate be- 
sween such an act, and the pretended official 
papers of the British government; between 
the solemn declaration of the First Consul 
and the miserable accusations secretly pre- 
pared, and ready to be produced whenever 
its bad faith may stand in need of them. 
‘¢ A French ambassador,” said he, “ is at 
‘¢ Constantinople, charged with renewing 
‘“¢ and fortifying the ties which attach us to a 
“« power which seems to be threatened with 
‘¢ destruction, but which it is our interest to 
‘“‘ sustain and support the foundations by 
“¢ which it is upheld.” 
(22.) ** At the very time when his Majesty 
“< was demanding satisfaction and explanauon 
“* onsome of the points above-mentioned, the 
“¢ French Minister at Hamburgh endeavoured to 
«« obtain the insertion in a Hambursh paper of 
“ a most gross and opprobrious libe. against 
“‘ his Majesty; and when difficulues were 
‘“« made respecting the insertion of it, he ava'l- 
‘«* ed himscif of his official character of Minis- 
“« ter of the French Republic, to require the 


“* publication of it by order of his Government 
‘« in the Gazette of the senate of that town.— 
‘* With this requisition so made, the Senate o! 
‘« Hamburgh were induced to comply ; and 
“thus has the independence of that town 
“* been violated, anda free state made the in- 
‘“‘ strument, by the menace of the French 
“ Government, of propagating . throughout 
‘** Europe, upon their authority, the most of- 
« fensive and unfounded calumnies against hig 
‘* Majesty and his government.” 


The justification of this charge is to be 
found in the collection of official papers pub- 
lished by the English government. We have 
nothing to say as to the fect. Hereis —_ 
ple assertion, which, at tbe moment of s 
rupture there was no opportunity to veri’) > 


since the interval. between the aecusabon 
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against the Minister of the Republic and the | 
appearance of the Manifesto, was not suffi | 
cient to establish whether or no it was well | 
founded. But, without entering into the | 
details of what took place, or upon what we | 
had then no document, what do we find in | 
the.correspondence of the English Ministers | 
in support of this charge? That the measure 
attributed to. an agent of the Republic has 
been totally disavowed, and that every degree 
of satisfaction was promised, if it appeared that 
this Minister was really culpable. After such 
an assurance, with what justice can it be 
made the subject of complaint, or obtain a 
place in a declaration of war? Since the dis- 
pute, however, fresh proofswhave reached 
us, to confirm our doubts as to the truth of 
the accusation. No note, no letter, no re- 
quisition of the Minister of the Republic at 
Hamburgh ever was made; and the assertion 
of the Ministry, as well as the sanction his 
Britannic Majesty has given it in his Mani- 
festo, rests on the sole faith of a news-paper 
editor, who thought proper to insert, at the 
head of this article, By Requisition.—But shall 
we pass over without remark, that pathetic 
declaration on the independence and the vio- 
lated liberty of the free Senate of this very Re- 
public, from the bosom of which, not five 
years ago, an English Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary, performing the function of a Chief 
of banditti, forced from his asylum, an officer 
in the service of France, dragged him to 
prison, and,-by° the threat m bembard- 
ment and invasion of the town and its terri- 
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tory, obliged this identical free senate in vi- 
olation of all the laws of hospitality, to give 
up this defenceless man to the vengeance of 
Judges, who afterwards condemned him to 
death. To this degree do the English Minis- 
ters brave even the memory of their most re- 
cent transactions, from its blind and head- 
strong desire to impute to France every spe- 





cies of injustice. 
(23.) “ His Majesty might add to this list of 
** indignities, the requisition which the French 
* sovernment have repeatedly urged, that the 
** Jaws and constitution of this country should 
“* be changed relative to the liberty of the Press. 
It is not incumbent on the French govern- 
ment to be acquainted with the nature of the 
English constitution. It has reason, however, 
to think that the English government itself is 
not perfectly skilled therein, at least upon the 
particular point relative to the political and 
civil right of the liberty of the press; for 
that there should be a country governed by a 
constitution authorizing incensed and ferocious 
men to preach rebellion, murder, and poison, 
against foreign governments, and that this 
country should be England, is what we can- 
not possibly admit. Nevertheless, whatever 





may be, in this respect, the boundary of pri- 
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vate rights and public authority, the French 
government has never entertained or disco- 
vered the least desire to encroach upon it. It 
complained of the numberless outrages it re- 
ceived ; a deat ear was turned to those com- 
plaints; and it was, at length, content to 
adopt the principle, that whatever was autho. 
rized in England with regard to France, 
should be authorized in France with regard to 
England.—France remains persuaded that the 
English government possesses the power of 
suppressing every species of literary licen:ious- 
ness ; that what has been tolerated during the 
space of the short lived peace, which has re- 
cently been put an end to, was of the most 
serious and punishable nature, and that, even 
without having recourse to laws, the rigour of 
which it was its duty to employ, it was easy, 
by the simple exertion of shat powerful influ- 
ence it well knows how to employ when it be- 
comes its interest to do so, to put a check to 
the factious and mercenary petulance of a class 
of miserable scribblers, who well know that 
the opinion which procures them a subsist- 
ence is far from being independent of the opi- 
nion of the ministry; who write but tor 
bread, and who have no courage but that aris- 
ing from hunger. Besides, it is well known, 
that the Editor of the Courier de Londres re- 
ceived 509 livres per month from Lord Pel- 
ham’s office. 
(24.) ‘ His Majesty might likewise add the 
** calls which the French government have on 
** several occasions made upon him to violate 
** the laws of hosp:tality with respect to per 
** sons who had found an asylum within his 
*“« dominions, and agaiust whose conduct no 
“* charge whatever has at any time been sub- 
‘* stantiated. It is impossible to reflect on 
“ these different proceedings, and the course 
‘© wuich the French government have thought 
‘* proper to adopt respecting them, without 
** the therouch conviction that they are not the 
“< effect of accident; but that they form a part 
“« of a system which has been adopted for the 
“« purpose of degrading, vilifying, and insult- 
ing his Majesty and his government. Under 
** all these insults and provocations, his Ma- 
“« jesty, not without adue sense of his dignity, 
“¢ has proceeded with every degree of temper 
“* and moderation to obtain satisfaction and re- 
‘‘ dress, while he has neglected no means 
‘¢ consistent with his honour, and the safety of 
‘* his dom nions, to induce the governmeut of 
«< France to concede to him what is, in his 
‘* judgment, absolutely necessary for the fu- 
“ ture tranquillity of Europe. His efforts in 
“* this respect have proved abortive, and he 
‘« has thercfore judged it necessary to order his 
*€ ambassador to leave Paris.” 

The English government touches upon this 
charge with great delicacy. We shall return 
to it in our examination of the official papers, 
and shall then ascertain whether it be true, 
that ** no charge has at any time been sub- 
stantiated” against the individuals protected 
and paid by the English ministry, On the 
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subject of English hospitality, we shall make 
one short remark: an alien, in England, has 
no protection; he is out of the pale of the 
Jaw. One of the lowest agents of police enters 


his apartments, seizes upon his papers, makes 
no reply to his remonstrances, gives him no 
proof of his authority for so doing, abandons 
him to his own reflections, and remains deat 
to all his enrreaties. An alien is ordered be- 
fore an agent of government; he is verbally 
informed that he must quit England tn three 
days; the cause of his disgrace is concealed 
from him: he must depart, and if he dares to 


stay beyond the ume limited, he is seized and © 


sent off to Botany Bay for twenty years. Such 
is the conduct of the English administration ! 
Sach is English hospitality ! 


(25.) “ In having recourse to th's pro- 
cecding, it has been his Majesty’s objec: to 
put an end to the fruitless discussions which 
nave too long subsisted between the two go- 
vernments, and to close a period of suspense 
* peeulharly injurious to the subjects of lis Ma- 
jesty' But though the provocations which 
lis Matesty have received mightentitic him 
to larger cla ms than those which he has ad- 


which might thus be extended to every pert 
of Europe, hers still will ng, as far as ts con- 
sistent with his own honour and the intcr- 
ests of his people, to afford every facil:ty to 
any just and honourable arrangement, by 
which such evils may be averted. He has 
therefore, no difficulty in declaring to all 
Europe, that notwithstanding all the ¢hanges 
which have taken place since the treaty ot 
peace, notwithstanding the extens‘on of the 
power o France, inrepugnance tothat treaty, 
and to the spirit of peace itself, His Majesty 
wiil not avai liimselfof these circumstances, 
* to demand in compensation all that he is enti- 
tled torcquire, but will be ready to concur, 
even now, 'n anarrangement, by which sa- 
tisfaction shail be given to him for the indig- 
niuics which have becn offered to bis crown 
and to his people, and substanual security 
afforded against further encroachments on 
the part of France.—His Majesty nas thus 
distinctly and uarescrvedly stated the reasons 
of those proceedings to which he has found 
** himself compelled w resort, He is actuated 
by no disposition to micricre in the internal 
concerns of any other state; by no projects 
** of conquest and aggrandizement; but solel 
** by a sense of what is due to the honour of 
** his crown, and the interests of -his people, 
** and by an anxious desire to obstruct the fur- 
* ther progress of a system, which, if not re- 
** sisicd, may prove fatal to every part of the 
** civilized world.” 


We are now arrived at the conclusion. The 


a 
- 


English government, al/aways calm, always mo- 


derate, solely actuated by a sense of honour, and 
a desire to maintain the security of its states, 
retains Malta, and declares war.—-What are 
the charges? What are, on this head, the 
injuries of France? We have exposed them ; 


_ Wwe have explained them; but we must here 


repeat, thatof all the grievances of England, 


Cis Qty Snes ta which she attaches her ce- 
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termination to declare war, are the three fol. 
lowing :——First, the demand to execute the 
roth article of the treaty of Amiens, Second, 
an extract from the Hamburgh Journal, 
Third, the report of Colonel Sebastiani,—. 
England assures us she had no ground of war 
prior to the above ; it was, however, at 4 pe. 
riod considerably anterior to these three griev. 
ances, that the English government dispatched 
to the extremities of Africa a counter-order 





vanced, yet anxious to prevent calamitics | 


for the non evacuation of the Cape; at which 
'time, the secret views of the First Consy] 
against the Turks had not been discovered, the 
instructive letter, No. 38, in the collection, 
and the report of the Colonel had not yet en- 
lightened the world, with regard to the de. 
structive projects of France, But what can 
inductions, reasonings, OF even positive proofs 
avail, when opposed to the express declaration 
of his Britannic Majesty, who positively de- 
clares, that he only makes war upou the de- 
mand made to him to execute the treaty of 
Amiens, upon a conversation with Lord Whit- 
worth, upon an article in a German news- 
paper, and upon the report of Colonel Se- 
bastiani! 

Thus, because the French government de- 
_mands the execution of the roth article of the 
‘treaty of Amiens, the English government 
| breaks that treaty by a manifesto. Because 
‘the editors of German newspapers have de- 
_clared that they inserted, dy authority, an ar- 
iticle, in which Europe is informed that the 
{ 
{ 
| 





First Consul denied two falsehoods transmit- 

ted to parliament by the King of England, 

the King of England pretends to consider 
| himself insulted by France. Because ministers 

assure us, that Lord Whitworth forwarded 
them the details of a conversation, in which 
they pretend the First Consul declared that 
the duration of the Turkish empire would not 
be eternal, and that the Grand Seignior might 
one day be induced to cede Egypt to France, 
they endeavour to make Europe believe that 
the security of the Turkish empire has been 
menaced by France. Because a French colonel 
has stated that the Mamelukes were encou- 
raged and supported by England, and that the 
Porte saw with suspicion and alarm tee stay 
of the British army in Egypt, the English 
ministers conceive themselves justified in as 
serting that the Turks are mistaken, that 
France has calumniated the English govern- 
ment, and that it is she alone who entertains 
“ views of ambition hostile to the security © 
the Ottoman empire.” And, lastly, because 
the Ottoman empire is threatened, the ~ 
lish ministers are anxious to be within reac’ 
of its ill-subdued Mamelukes, its insubordt- 
nate pachas, its discontented Greeks, ™ 
order to dispel the alarms of the nee Be 
present it, in the moment of dangers wi } 
, perspective ef the suceour ever at fan 
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an English squadron, which, in the space of 
a week, could convey to her capital an army 
of liberators, similar to those who watched 
over the Nabob of the Carnatic in his last 
moments, who threw his son into prison | 
where he expired, and seized upon his he- | 
ritage by benefit of inventory! Such is the | 
logic of the declaration on which we ca 

/ 





just commented! Such are the politics of 
the government whose maxims of morality 
it expresses! Let us turn from this path of 
deceit and falsehood: we have seen what 
England has said, we shall now see what she 
has not been willing to say. The English ; 
government yielded, in making peace, to | 
the cries of the people, the shame of being | 
abandoned by other nations, the fear of long 
remaining singly in that bloody field, where 
so many miseries ind so much ruin had been 
occasioned by its barbarous politics, and its 
obstinate and inhuman instigations. After 
the peace was concluded, it discovered that | 
the war had cost it dear, and that the acqui- | 
sition of Ceylon and Trinidad was not suff- | 
cient to satisfy the nation! pride, to com: | 
| 
| 





pensate for the treasures it had squandered, 
and to allay the jealousy excited by the great- 
ness and glory of France. It repented of | 
the peace. It placed itself in a mixed po- | 
sition. It discovered dispositions of peace, | 
and took measures of hostility; i protested | 
its desire for the continuance of peace, and | 
prepared ata distance pretensions for break- | 
ing it. In its measures, in the speeches of | 
its ministers, in its diplomatic correspond- 
ence, we see it uniformly engaged in the 
two-fold object of coming to an open rup- 
ture, and of justifying its conduct in hav- 
ing effected that object. But in these mea- | 
sures, In the speeches of ministers, and in | 
the diplomatic correspondence, this object 1s | 
sufficiently apparent. The King’s speech 
after the peace is a confession at his distrust | 
of the peace. The speeches of ministers | 
during the whole sitting of parliament were 
Confessions of their distrust of the peace. 
he counter-order sent to the Cape of Good 
AOp€ was a positive confession of their de- 
sire to break the peace. In short, the delay 
of the evacuation of Egypt was an hostile 
determination, and the refusal to evacuate 
alta an absolute and definitive violation of 
the peace.—What was the object of England 
in al in Egypt? She was already so 
powertal, that before her all regrets, all past 
umiliations ought to have vanished. To 
keep Egypt was to possess a position meimo- 
table as well as important, and the only post 
om Tunis to Constantinople. The banks 





of the canal had been broken, lake Mareotis 
colarged, and Alexandria was become an im- 
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Pregnable town, 


From Alexandria it.cou!d 
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support the revolt of the beys, assist them in 
becoming independent, excite them atter- 
wards against each other, and maintain in 
Egypt a perpetual state of anarchy and dis- 
senuon. Alexandria would have been an- 


other Bombay, and the beys, like so many 


divided nabobs, would have trembled before 
the power of England. From this step to 
unlimited projects of commerce, destruction, 
and invasion, nothing was necessary but 
time and the almost certain chance of the 
blindness of the nations of Europe, had not 
France happily stepped in to prevent its 
completion. The voyage of Colonel Se- 
bastiani gave the first alarm. Hence have 
arisen the transports of rage, the outcries, 
and the coinplaints against the report of this 
voyage. Europe is not foolish enough to 
suppose, that the publication of a report to 
the First Consul, and complaints of the con- 
duct of an English general towards a French 
colonel, would Lave caused so much clamour, 
if the bitter regret at beholding a vast plan 
of ambition laid open, did not discover itself 
under expressions of a vain and ridiculous 
susceptibility. These projects were well 
conceived. They required, on the part of 
England, only a garrison of 4000 men at 
Alexandria, and two or three million of 


livres, to stir up the misunderstanding be- 


tween the beys. They required also, it is 


‘true, that the First Consul should wink at 


what was passing in Egypt; and licre it is, 
that England has been deficient of foresight. 
But, disconcerted iw this project, it did not 
abandon all hope, and Malta was pitched on 
to supply the place of Alexandria. Hence 
the importance attached to Malta in the dis- 
cussions since the publication of Sebastiani’s 
report; hence the etforts of England to re- 
tain that island. And how, in fact, can we 
suppose that England, preponderant over 
every sea, powerful in Europe, predominant 
in America, without a rival in India, rich in 
possessions, in colonies, in countries beyond 
the reach of the rest of the universe, would, 
for the sake of a miserable rock, have me- 
naced, and even declared war, unless, in her 
secret views, this rock was not considered as 
the guarantee of the success of her ultimate 

lans of invasion, as the terror of Turkey, 
and the means of uniting her usurpations in 
India to those she foresaw she might one day 
attempt on the ruins of the Ottoman em- 
pire f England has not said all this ; but 
facts speak louder than words. Colonel Se- 
bastiani, escaped from the dangers of his 
journey, has reported what he has seen, Phe 
English have loaded this report with oppro- 
brium, but they have not overthrown its 
ertions.— Nevertheless, their uavcueu pro- 
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and the repose of Europe. From their first 
theatre of action they have been dislodged, 
but the means and the end are the same. In 
quitting Egypt, they left there the germs of 
those divisions, which it was their interest to 
excite. One of the beys they have con- 
ducted to Malta, who will be for them a 
mrean of communication, an hostage, and an 
instrument of cherishing in Egypt a constant 
spirit of disobedience, of corruption, and of 
anarchy. 

We shall here conclude this long discus- 
sion with one important observation. It is a 
consolatory reflection for Europe, that pub- 
lic opinion, attentive and eager to learn 
whatever is connected with the happiness of 
man, and the interests of nations, possesses 
such a variety of means of arriving at the 
source of events, and of seizing, in the pas- 
sions, the character, and the talents of those 
who govern, the source of those calamities 
which threaten to lay waste human nature. 
Bot these advantages which belong to, and 
indeed cunstitute the progress of civilization, 
will be attended with no tseful result, if 
public opinion, in the midst of crimes of the 
deepest dye, remains indolent and mute; if 
she does not intimidate by her sentence, if 
she does not deter by her censure, those men 
unworthy or unfit to govern, who, from 
vain ideas of false pride, or from criminal 
views of retaining their exalted situations, 
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| their sovereign, sport with the sufferings of 
the people, and unconcernedly balance the 
uncertain hope of aggrandizing themselves 

with the certainty of embruing land and sea. 
with blood, and of carrying to the four cor- 
ners of the globe war, murder, and desola- 
tion. Posterity will doubtless detest the me- 
mory of these inhuman or unskilful men 

who cither will not or cannot govern with. 
out destruction, and whose whole admini- 
stration presents one unvaried scene of yio- 
lence, injustice, and rapacity. But contem- 
porary governments should know, that the 
very. character of the age they live in will 
be tarnished, if, from want of penetration, 
of courage, and of unanimity, their senti- 
ments are not loudly manifested, if they do 
not teach the enemies of the human race, 
that infamy can reach all stations, that dis- 
honour unarms all powers, and that in a so- 
cial state of society, like that enjoyed by the 
nations of the nineneeth century, the en- 
lightened opinion of the people, when it sea- 
sonably bursts forth, is alone sufficient for 
their vengeance, can arrest the course of pub- 
lic calamities, and prevent the return of crimes 
like that which the English government has 
recently committed, by violating, after ten 
months of peace, a treaty which the cries 
and entreaties of Europe, after ten years of 
disaster, had, with so much difficulty, ob- 
tained from its greedy and inhuman ambi- 





eompromise the discernment and justice of| tion. 


Tue FEDERAL CONSTITUTION or tHe SWISS CANTONS, As seTTLED BY 
rHe MEDIATION or tHe FIRST CONSUL or FRANCE anv tue DEPU- 


TIES or tHe CANTONS. 


Dated Paris, February 19, 1803. 


~ Generat Dispositrons.—Art. 1. The 19 can- 
tons of Switzerland, viz. Appenzell, Argovia, Basle, 
Berne, Fribourg, Glaris, Grisons, Lucerne, St. 
Gall, Schaffhausen, Schwitz, Soleure, Tessen, 
Thurgovia, Underweld, Uri, Vaud, Zug, and Zu- 
rich, are to be federally united, according to the 
principles of their respective constitutions. . They 
reciprocally guarantee those constitutions, as well 
as their teratories, Lberty, and independence, 
either with a reference to foreign powers, or the 
usurpation of any particular canton, or the conduct 
of factions.—2. The contingencies, either in troops 
or money, which will be necessary for the due ex- 
écution of those guarantees, are to be furnished by 
the respective cantons in the following proportions. 


— [Here follows the quota, &c. which it is proposed each | 
canton sh li furnrsh.]—3, There shall exist no longer | 





shall have the liberty of removing his residence 
from one canton to another, and frecly to exercise 
his industry in any. It is permitted him to acquire 
political right in whatever canton he establishes 
himself. But he shall not enjoy, at the same ume, 
political rights in more than one canton.—95. The 
ancient laws of commerce, external or internal, are 
abolished. The free exchange and circulation 0 

commodities, cattke, merchandizes, &c. are gua- 
ranteed. All exclusive commercial privileges re 
abolished in the interior of Switzerland. The oe 
ioms, &c. payable on the frontiers, shall go to sed 
treasury of the adjoining canton ; but the rates ane 
proportions of these shall be submitted for the ap 


probation, of the diet.—6. Each canton shall reserve 


to itself the tolls destined for the .repairs = - 
roads, keeping in order the banks of the rivers, 


in Switzerland provincial subjects, nor any species | bridges, &c. but the ratés of these shal], as ip ne 
of privilege, either local, hereditary, personal, or 
appertaining. to families.—4. Every Swiss citizen | diet.—J. The monies coined in Switzer 


ing i left to the discretion of the 
foregoing instance, be teft jand shall 
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of auniform description, which is also te be deter- 
mined by the diet.—8. No canton shall afford asy- 
lum to a criminal legally convicted, nor even to 
enc legally accus¢d.—-J. The number of stipenciary 
troops to be supported in any one Canton shail not 
exceed two hundred.—10. All partial alliances of 
one canton with another, or with any foreign power, 
is interdicted.—I1. The government, or the legis- 
lative body of any canton which shall violate a de- 
cree of the diet, is hable to be cited as rebellious, 


beiore a tribunal composed of the presidents of the | 


criminal tribunals of all the other cantons.—12. The 

cantons shall possess all those powers which are not 

expressly delegated to the federal authority. 
Or THE DigectTorial Canton.—13, 


1e diet | 
is to assemble by rotation, and at annual periods, at | 


or THE SWISS CANTONS. 





Fribourg, Berne, Soleure, Basle, Zurich, and Lu- | 
cerne.— 14. The cantons, of which the above cities | 


are the chief places, shall, in successian, become 
the directorial canton: the year for th purposes 
commences on the first of January.—15. The direc- 
toria] canton shall provide suitable res.dcence, and a 
guard of honour for the deputies ; it 
the expences of the session.—16. The avoyer or 
hurgomaster of the directorial canton, shall unite to 
those titles that of landamman of Switzerland. He 
shall have custody of the seal of the Helvetic repub- 
lic. He cannot absent h.mself from the city. The 
supreme council of his canton shall accord to him 
an appropriate establishment, and shall defray the 
extraordinary cxpence of his official functions.— 
i7. The foreign ministers are to present to the lan- 
damman their letters of credence, or of recall; 
and must apply to him on all matters of negociation. 
He has alse in charge the other diplomatic concerns. 
——18. At the openiag of the diet, he is to commu- 
nicate to them the necessary information respecting 
the.domestic and foreign concerns of the republic. 
-—19. Nocanton shall be allowed to call out or put 
in motion more than five hundred militia, until it 
shall have apprized the landamman of Switzerland 
of such an intention.—20. In case of a revolt in 
the interior of any canton, or on any other pressing 
occasion, the troops of one canton may march into 
another canton: but this shall take place only on 
the requisition of the supreme or petty council of 
the canton which wants such assisiance ; and after 
taking the advice of the petty council of the direc- 
torial canton, the dict, however, is to be convoked 
after the cessation of hostilities, or if the danger 
continues.—21. If, during the vacations of the diet, 
any disagreement should arise between any iwo or 
more cantons, they are to address themselves to the 
landamman of Switzerland, who, according to cir- 
cumstances, shall appoint conciliatory arbiters, or 
refer the case to the consideration of the dict on its 
next sitting. —22. He is to make known to the can- 
tons every instance in which he deems their conduct 
hikely to interrupt the tranquillity of Switzerland, 
and every thing which takes place of an irregular 
nature, and militating against either the federal act, 
or their particular constitution. He may, in some 
cases, convoke the supreme council, or that of the 
Landsgemeindes, inthose places where the supreme 
authority is immediately exercised by the people.— 
23. The landamman of Switzerland sends, in Cases 
of need, inspectors for the purpose of examining 
the state of the roads, rivers, &c. Where necessity 


requires it, he can direct the immediate execution 
ef public works, and make the necessary arrange- 
ments with respect to the expences thereof, &c.— 
24. His signature attaches a national credit and cha- 
racter to these acts to which it is affixed. 

Os tHe Dart.—25. Each canton sends a deputy 
to the diet, who may be accompanied by ane or 





iso supplies | 


{ 








[ose 


two substitutes, who shall be eligible to act as suck 
in Case of the absence or indispos:tion of the prin. 
cipal.—26, The deputies to the dict are to have in- 
structions and Lmiued powers; they cannot vow 
contrary to their instructions.—27. The landammag 
of Switzerland is, ex officio, deputy of the direc- 
torial canton.—28. The 19 deputies, who compose 
the diet, shall have 25 votes in the dehberations, 
in manner as tollows :—The deputics ot uiose cane 
tons, of which the population is more than 100,000 
inhabitants, viz. those of Berne, Zurich, Vaud, Se 
Gall, Argovie, and the Grisons, shall have cack 
iwo votes. The deputies of those cantegs, of 
Which the population is less than 100,000 sonlg, 


namely, those of Tessen, Lucerne, Tiuurgovie. 


Fribourg, Appenzell, Soleyre, Basle, Schwita, 
Glaris, Schaffhausen, Underwald, Zug, and Uri, 
shall have but one vote each.—29. The diet, at 
Which the landamman ot Switzerland presides, is te 
assemble the first Monday in June ; its session shalg 
not cxceed the term of one monih.—30. There 
shall be extraordinary diets on the following occa- 
sions; 1. On the demand of a neighbouring power, 
or of one of the cantons, supported by the supreme 
council of the directorial canton, which shall be 
assembled on such occasion, if not sittag at the 
time. 2dly. Onthe determination of (he supreme 
council, or of the lands-gemeindes of five cantons, 
who can, on such an occasion, demand the 
proceeding, though the directorial canton may 
not concur in it, S3dly. When they shall be 
convoked by the landamman of Switzerland, 
—31. Ths declaration of war, and the treaties of 
peace or of alliance, emanate from the diet; bur 
the concurrence of three-fourths of the cantons, oa 
such occasions, is necessary.—32. kt shall alone 
have the power of concluding treaties of commerce, 
&c. for the foreign service. It authorizes the cane 
tons in Cas¢ it shall deem expedient, to treat parti- 
cularly in other concerns with a foi¢ign powern— 
33. The diet has the direction of the conyngent of 
the troops to be furnished by cach canton, accorde 
ing to Art. 2. It appoints the commanding officer, 
and in short, adopts all the measures necessary fos 
the sccurity of Switzerland, and for the execution 
of the other dispositions of the first article: thig 
power also Comprises internal concerms.—34. It noe 
minates and dispatchcs ambassadors extraordinary. 
35. It decides finally upon all matters in dispute 
between the cantons. For this purpose it forms it. 
self into a syndjcat, but in such case each deputy 
has but one voice—neither are previous instructions 
necessary on this occasion,—36. The verbal process 
of the diet is to be entered into two registers, of 
which one remains with the directorial canton, and 
the other with the Staie Seal, which at the end of 
December is to be removed to the chief place in 
the directorial canton.—37. A Chancellor, and a 
Grettier, appointed by the diet for two years, and 
paid by the <jrectorial canton (at the rate the dies 
shall think proper) shall always accompany the 
State Seal and the register.— 38. The constitution of 
cach canton, engrossed on parchment, and sealed 
with the seal ef the canton, shall be deposited in 
the archives of the dict.—39. The present federal 
act, as well as those of the particular constitutions 
of the 19 cantons, shall abrogaje and anoul ail an-, 


terior dispositions whatever that may be contrary to 
‘it; and no law relative to the internal affairs of the, 


cantons, or two the relations between them, can be 
found on the ancient politica] staic of Switzesland, 
-—=The repose of Switzerland, the success of the 
new insiituuons now formung, require that the ne 

cessary operations for carrying them into effect, and 
to transmit to the new Magistrates, the tare af we 
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public happiness and welfare, be secured from the 
fluence of the pass‘ons, and executed with mo- 
deration, impartiality, and wisdom.—We cannot 
hope for a prosperous issue unless the commissioners, 
named by the act of mediation, be ammated by the 
spirit which dictated it.—By these considerations, 
we in our said quality, and with tie reservations 
bcfore expressed, do constitute as follows :—1. For 
the year 1803, Fribourg to be the directorial can- 
ton.—2. The citizen Louis c’Affry to be landam- 
man of Switzerland for the said year, and invest 
him with the extraordinary powers until the assem- 
bling of the diet.—5. The original act of mediation 
shall be transmitted to the landamman, in order to 
be deposited in the archives of the directorial can- 
ton.—4. In each canton a commiss‘on of seven 
members, and of which one shall be appointed by 
us, and six chosen by the ten deputies selected to 
confer with us, is charged to put into activity the 
constitution, and to administer it provisionally. — 
5. These commissions are composed as follows: 
{ Zhen follow the names of persons appointed to fill the 





commissions of the different cantons.|—6. On the 10th | 


of March next, the central government shall dis- 
solve itself, after having transimitted its papers and 
archives tothe Jandamman of Swizer!and.—7. Each 
commission shall assemble on the 10th of March, 
at the chiet place of the canton, and notify its as- 
sembling immediately to the prefect.—8. Within 24 
hours after that notification, the prefect shall trans- 
mit to the cominission, the papers of administration. 
—9. In those cases which may requite instructions, 
or special authorities, the commissions shall address 
themselves to the landamman of Switzerland.— 
10. On the 15th of April the commission shall be 
put into a state of activity, in order that on the Ist 
of June each canton may elect its deputies to the 
diet, and prepare their instructions, and ov the first 
Monday in July, in the present year, the dict shal] 
assemble.—1!. The affairs pending beiore the Su- 
prcine Tribunal shall be carricd to the Tribunal of 
Appeal of the canton in which the parties reside. 
The Supreme Tribunal shall cease all its functions 
onthe 10th of March.—12. The Helvetic troops, at 
present in-the pay of Switzerland, who shall not 
be employed by the Ist of May by the cantons, 
shall be taken into the service of France.—13, No 
prosecution shall be carried on for crimes relating 
to the revolution, commuted, or pretended to be 
conimitted, either by individuals, or in the cxer- 
cise of any public function. —The dissolution of the 
central government, and the reinstatement of the 
sovercignty in the cantons, requires that there 
should bea provision made for the discharge of the 
Helvetic debt, and of the disposal of the property 
declared national. We, in our said quahty, and 
with the reserve before expressed, appoint as fol- 
lows—Art. 1. The property heretofore belonging 
to the convents shall be restored to them, not only 
the property situated in the same canton but also in 
any other.—2. The administration of national pro- 
perty other than that heretofore belonging to Berne, 
in the cantons of Vaud and Argovia, is provisionally 
transmicied to the cantons to which it belonged. 
The documents respecting the claims of Berne, shall 
be provisionaily transmitted to those commissioners 
appointed by the cantons of Berne, Vaud and Ar- 
govia.—3. In each canton burdened with debts an- 
terior to the revolution, there shall be assigned 
funds for their funding or discharge, out of what 
remains of the property heretofore belonging to the 
canton.—¢. There shall be re-constituted for each 
¢ity a revenuc proportioned to its municipal ex- 


If the debt exceeds the amount of the credit in a 
proportion according to what remains of their ci. 
devant immoveable preperty, after the discharge of 
the cantonal debts anterior to the revolution, and 
tle recomposition of the patrimony of the cities. — 
6. The moveable and immoveable property which 
sha!) remain after the formation of the communal 
funds, the discharge of the cantonal and national 
debis, shat! return to the possession of those can- 
tons to which it had belonged. The property 
Which shall remain in the cantons of Vaud and Ar. 
govia shall be belong to them. What may remain 
of the claims of Berne, shall be equally distributed 
ainongst the cantons of Berne, Vaud, and Argovia, 
—7. A commission composed of five members, 
namely, the citizens Stapfer, Minister of the Re- 
public, Kuster, Fx-Munister of the finances, Raemy, 
ci-devant Chancellor of Fribourg, and at present 
member of the Adininistrative Chamber, Sutzer, of 
Winterthur, Helvetic deputy, Laurent, mayor of 
Lucerne, Pres:dent of the Administrative Chamber, 
shall determine the extent of the wants of the mu- 
nicipal:ties, and of the funds necessary for re-con- 
stituting their revenues, shall liquidate the debts 
of the canton, and the national debt, shal! assign to 


'Cach debt the funds necessary to operate its dis- 


| Charge, and shall determine the property which 
| Shall return into the possession of each canton.— 


8. It shall pubiish the result of its labours with 


_Tespect to the debts on the 10th of May, and with 





| 
/ 








pences.— 5. The national debt shail be liquidated, } 
to which purpose ail claim shall be appropriated. 


respect to the revenues of the cities and the pa- 
trimony of the cantons on the 10th of June: It shall 
send the result of each labour to the first landamman 
of Switzerland, and toeach canton, for the purpofe 
of being carried into execution.—9. The commission 
shall assemble at the ch ef place of the directorialcan- 
ton, and shall remain there tll the end of its labours. 
The present act, the result of long conferences be- 
twecn wise men and friends of virtue, appears to us 


| to contain those dispositions which are most proper 


to ensure the peace and happiness of Switzerland. 
As soon as they shall be executed, the French 
troops shall be withdrawn.—We recogn ze Helve= 
tia, constituted conformably to the present act, as 
an independent power.—We guarantee the federal 
constitution, and that of each canton, against the 
enemies of the tranquillity of Helvetia, whomso- 
ever they may be, and we promise to continue 
those relations of beneficence, which for so many 


| ares have united the two nations.—Made and done 


at Paris, 19th February, 1803. 


(Signed, BONAPARTE. 
The Secretary of State. 
(Signed) HUGUES B. MARET. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
(Signed) C. M. TALLEYRAND. 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of tue Italian Republic. 
(Signed) J. MARESCALCHI. 


The present act has been transmitted by the se 
naiors commissioners undersigned, to the ten Swiss 


deputies undersigned, at Paris, 19th February, 1803, 
(Signed) (Signed) 
BARTHELEMY, LOUIS D’AFFRY, 
ROEDERER, PIERRE GLUTZ, 
FOUCHE, EMMANUEL JAUCH, 
DEMEUNIER. H. MONNOT, 


REINHARD, 

SPRECHER BERNYS, 

Pp. A. eon ny 

PAUL USTERY, 

R, De WATTERVILLE, 
KE MONTBENAYs 

y. VON FLUE, 
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AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 


1987 


PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE AFFAIRS OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA. 








AMERICAN CONGRESS, 





The following letter from Mr. Srantey, a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, from North- 
Carolina, to his constituents, contains a fair and 
impartial review of the proceedings of that body. 
Mr. STANLEY is a moderate opposer of the pre- 
sent administration of the United States; and in 
his remarks may be discovered the opinions of 
those in America, who formerly supported the 
governments of Gen. WasHINGTON and Mr, 
ADAMS. 





The attention of Congress was early called 
to a ‘* violation, on the part of Spain, of the 
treaty between the United States and the 
King of Spain.”? To understand this busi- 
ness, you will recollect, that Spain holding 
the territory on the west of the Mississippi, 
extending to the Gulf of Mexico, and on 
the east of the Mississippi, south of the 
southern boundary of the United States, in 
the 31 deg. N. latitude, is consequently 
proprietor of both sides of the mouth of the 
river, The great difficulty, and in fact the 
Impossibility at some seasons of ascending 
the river Mississippi in sea vessels, to a 
height convenient to receive the produce of 
our Western States, had convinced the Unit. 
ed States of the necessity of obtaining from 
Spain the right to deposit our produce on 
their territory, from whence it was conve- 
niently accessible hy our ships ; and also of 
securing to them the free use of this high- 
way to market. . These objects were ob- 
tained by the treaty concluded with Spain 


article of which it stipalated, ** That His 


Catholic Majesty will permit the citizens of 


the United States for the space of three years 
to deposit their merchandize and effects in 
the port of New Orleans, and to export 
them from thence witnout paying eay orher 
duty than a fair price for the hire of the 
stores, and his Majesty promises either to 
continue this permission, it he finds during 
that time that it is not prejudicial to the 
interest of Spain, or if he should not agree 
to continue it there, he will assign to them 
on another part of the banks of the Missis- 


sippi an equivalent establishment.’ It was 


Vou. Lil. 


now suggested that our ships had been ex. 


cluded from New-Orleans, and the right of 
deposit prohibited. No information on this 
subject being given in the imessage of the 
President, the House of Representatives, 
on the 17th December 1802, by resolution, 
reauested the President to ‘* cause to be laid 
betore the House such information in the 
possession of the department of state, as re- 
lates to a violation, on the part of Spain, of 
the eed article of the treaty of friendship, 


/navigation, and limits, between the United 


rican 


‘establishment.’ 





t | 








From the 


NSC 


States and the King of Spain.’ 
communication of the President, ir 
quence of this resolution, it was ascertained 
that rhe Intendant of New-Orleans, the of. 
ficer intrusted with the commercial concerns 
of the province, had by proclamation on the 
16th of October 1802, interdi¢ted the Ame. 
ight of deposit at New-Orleans, 
without assigning any other §* equivalent 
It was also known, that 
the governor-general of Louisiana, at New. 
Orleans, did not condemn, but explicitly 
vindicated the measure. This act, direétly 
violating a solemn treaty, producing imme. 
diately an immense loss to a great portion of 
our citizens, and viewed by many as the 
commenceinent of meastfres intended to de. 
prive us of a place of deposit, and to ob. 
struct the free navigation of the river, 
(rights cssential to the prosperity of the 
Western orates, } alFeéted too deeply the ho. 
nour and interest of the United States, not 
to merit the earliest and most serious consi. 


deration. The claim of this subject to at. 


the 27th day of O@ober 1795, by the eed | tention was rendered peculiarly strong, as 


connected with the cession of Louisiana by 


| Spain to France, placed within the notice of 


Congress by the President’s mention of it in 
iis message ‘6 as making a change in the 
ispect of our foreign relations, and entitled 
o just weight in deliberations of the legis. 
lature connected with that subject.”” To 
‘nable Congress to act with understanding 
on this subjeét, and to judge what measures 
if any were necessary to be taken, Mr. 
Griswold, on the 5th January, moved the 
following resolution : ) 

“‘ Resolved, That the President of the 
United States be requested to dire¢t the pro. 


per officer to lay before this house copies of 
Sss such 
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such official documents as have been received 
by this government, announcing the cession 
of Louisiana to France, together with a re- 
port, explaining the stipulations, circum- 
stances, and conditions under which that 
province is to be delivered up, unless such 


documents and report will, in the opinion | 


of the President, divulge to the House par- 
ticular transactions not proper at this time 
to be communicated.’’ 

This resolution was opposed—That the 
province of Louisiana had been ceded by 
Spain to France—that this cession, if car- 
ried into effect, would change the aspect of 
our foreign relations, and therefore entitled 
to weight in legislative deliberation, were 
facts too deeply interesting to the United 
States to have escaped notice, even though 
they had not been pressed into the view of 
the legislature, and recommended to their 
attention by the high authority and solemn 
sanction of the President. An opposition, 
therefore, to a call for information—a call 
respectful in its terms, submitting the ex- 
tent of the communication to the judgment 
of the President, was not to have been ex- 
pected. ‘The majority of the House disco- 
vered strong jealousy of this resolution, and 
after various unsuccessful attempts to have it 
considered, it was at length taken up and 
rejected. In discussing this resolution much 
extraneous matter was introduced ; the only 
arguments which I could discover against 
the adoption of the resolution were, that such 
an enquiry implying a suspicion of unfriend- 
ly or 1mproper conduct on the part of Spain 
towards us might irritate that nation ; and 
that negociations were about commencing be- 
iween our government and Spain and France. 
"the doctrine advanced on this occasion, 
that although the transactions of a foreign 
nation shall be solemnly mentioned by the 
President in an official communication, as 
changing the aspect of our foreign relations, 
and entitled to weight in our deliberations ; 
and although measures highly injurious to 
our rights and interest, and probably a con- 
sequence of this transaction, have been 
adopted, yet that a fear to irritate shall 
oblige us to forbear from enquiry ; to shut 
our €ars to any information on the subject, 


_lest we discover a suspicion of unfriendly 


designs, that in faét (for it amounts to this) 
we shall never prepare to meet.a hostile de- 
sign until itis “known to us by its execu- 
fiox,’’ 1s a doctrine not only novel but too 
palpably dangerous to te admitted as the 
real objection to this resolution, As to the 





objection on the ground that negociation 
was about commencing, let it be conceded 
that the direftion of the negociation belongs 
solely to the executive, does it result, or can 
it be seriously contended, that under our 
govermnent the determination of the execu. 
tive to negociate, takes from the legislature 
their constitutional power of considering 
what measures are necessary for the public 
welfare? Such a doétrine can consist only 
with a supremacy in the executive—a doc. 
trine at variance with the fundamental prin- 
ciples of our government. If the cession of 
Louisiana was a subject not proper for the 
consideration of Congress, why was it men. 
tioned in the message? And if this consi. 
deration was rendered improper by the in- 
tention to negociate, why was that intention 
never communicated? ‘The belief that there 
were yet other objections to this resolution 
not advanced by its opponents, forces itself 
on the mind, and is strengthened by the cir- 
cumstance, that in their own resolution of 
17th Dec. the transactions of New-Orleans 
were, without fear to irritate, openly and 
properly called ‘¢ a wrolation of our treaty 
on the part of Spain.’? Surely, too, the 
President would not have hazarded the pub- 
lic safety by pressing on our notice in a pud- 
lic’communication a transaction deeply inte- 
resting to our rights and interests, but which 
was covered with a veil not to be raised but 
with danger or indelicacy. ‘The President 
knew it to be his duty to acquire informa- 
tion on the subjeét---to presume that he has 
not done so, would be to reproach him wit 
reprehensible indifference to, and neglett ct, 
our interests. Yet, improbable as the sug- 
gestion might otherwise be, the circumstan- 
ces go far towards compelling a belief, that 
the President had neither sought nor obtain- 
ed any offcral information on the subject, or 
that his enquiries had not been treated with 
that respect which is due to the American na- 
tion; and that a rejection of the resolution 
was resorted to as the only mode of shield- 
ing him from the mortifying disclosure. 
Mr. Griswold also moved the tollowing !e- 
solutionis : = 
‘© Resolved, That the people of the Unit- 
ed States are entitled to the free navigation 
of the Mississippi. , 
‘© Resolved, That the navigation of the 
river Mississippi has been obstructed ge 
regulations recently carried into effe 
New-Orleans. 
Resolved, ‘That the right of freely 
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never to be abandoned by the United 
States. , 

‘© Resolved, That a committee be ap- 
~ inted to enquire whether any, and if any, 
what legislative measures are necessary to 
secure to the people of the United States 
the free navigation of the river Mississip~ 
pi. 


EE 


These were not acted upon, oe majority lm 


refi (SING to take the motion into oustderats ON» 


The following resolutions on in same sub- 
ject were afterwards agreed to with closed | 
doors: 

“© Resolved, That this House receive with 
eteat sensibility the information of a dispo- 
sition in certain officers of the Spanish go- 
vernment at New-Orleans, to obstruct the 
navigation of the river Mississippi, as se- | f 
cured to the United States by the most so- 
Jemn stipulations. 

‘© That adhering to that humane and wise 
policy which ought ever to charatterize a 
free people, and by which the Unired States 
have always professed to be governed; will- 
ing at the same time to ascribe this breach 
of “compat to the unauthorized misconduct | | 





of certain indiv ‘duals, rather than to a want j 


of good faith on the part of his Catholic | 
Majesty; and rélying with perfed confi. | 
dence on the vigil: ince and wisdom of the 
executive, they will wait the issue of such 
measures as that department of the govern- 
ment shall have pur 
, and vindicating the injuries of the 
United States ; holding it to be their daty, 
at the same re , to express their unalter- 
able determination to maintain the bounda- | 
ries and the rights of navigation and com- 
merce through the river Mississippi, as es- 
tablished by existing treatics.’’ 

To these resolutions it was objeéted, that 
= soft language of * sensibility’? was in. 

equate to the expression, by the re presen- 
tatives of a free people, of the national 
sense of 2 great national wrong. That the 
resolution discovered a timid disposition in 
calling that a ‘ disposition to violate’? our | 
tre aty which was proved to us to be an ac- | 
tual and avowe: d, not a contemplated or sus- 
pected, infraGtion of the treaty. ‘That it 
contained a declaration of ‘‘ perfect confidence 
in the wisdom and vigilance’ of the execu- 
tive, and determination to wait the issue of | 
measures pursued by that department, at al 
time that we had no knowledge whether any 
measures had been taken, and ~~ a t pledged | 
the United States to wait the result of ne- | 


e , 
richts 


eee ete 








sued for asserting the | 
| qualities in measu 
| 


H : ! 
any had peen taken. 


| |} extraor dinary to neoociate on 





can pursue without the authority of con. 
gress,) when the interest and safety of the 
United States may render such delay dan. 
gerous, and demand measures, if not of ac. 
tion, at least of preparation, — Nothing 
urgcd in answer to these objections had the 
effect of obviating them in my mind. A 
separate question was taken on the different 
ae ‘rsof this resolution. Alt hough many 
thought them liable to the o!} byections 1 ha ve 


| state d, and would have ee, the ac lope 


tion of those moved by Mr. Griswold, yee 
they united in the vote in favour of such 
principles as accorded with their own. ‘The 
declaration of a sense of the wrong; the dis- 
position to adhere to that humane and wise 
Ate rece should always characterize a 
Us * Opt le y and | Df which the U; uted States 
had always prof fessed to be governed ; and 


the determination to maintain the rights of 


boundary, and the free navigation of the 
river Mississippi, were uxaximous/y agreed 
to. It was moved to strike out the de clara : 
tion of per fe confidence in the wisdom and 
vigilance of the executive, and the deter. 
mination to wait the issue of such measures 
is that department shall have pursued. On 
this question I voted in the afirmative, be- 
cause the solemn vote of perfeR confidence on 
an occasion where no such expression was 
necessary, and. ona s ubject where the lan. 
iar nt or serviliry should not 
tue to the exertion of those 
res known and approved : 


oO 277A ’ sr\ ’ 
guage of compli 
be heard, 1s only « 


whereas 1n the present case, sO far fro! m mea. 
sures being known and found to merit. appro. 
bation, we were left to conjeture whether 
Indeed the r ejection 
of the call for information regarding Loui- 
slana, ascribable only to the ne ‘oleét of the 


executive to pl ocure any ; the want of iffie 


cial information what measures had been 
adopted, and the appointment of a minister 

this subject 
not until l after these proceecings In the 


| house, warrant the opinion, that at the time 


of this vote of confidence, the executive had 
not even taken those measures which his own 


| judgment suggested to be necessary. In 


support of this blindfold vote of confidence 
it was argued, that it was the theory of our 
constitution to ascribe ** wisdom and vigi. 
lance’”’ to the executive in the exercife of 
powers confided to that de cpartment. Per. 
mit me here to remark, that it is the theory 
of the British government to attribute such 
«© perfect wisdom and vigilance ’* to their 





gociation, (the only measures ei executive | king that it has become the maxim of their 
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constitution * that the king can do no 
wrong.”’ If the theory of our conscitution 
be as advanced on this occasion, it differs 
but in sound from the deformity of the 


British ; and under ours, as under that * the | 


theory and practice will frequently be at 
variance.’’ I prize our constitution, as the 


rock of our safety. The obligation of an | 


oath adds not to my disposition to support 
it: but neither mv attachment or duty can 
induce me to ascribe ‘ petfect wisdom and 


1993 


enfeebied the mind of that great man, he 
would have withheld unril called for the in. 
formation of the injury done us. But with 
the firmness which marked his charaéter and 
which elevated the American chara@or under 


his administration, he communicated the in. 


vigilance’? to a branch of the government | 
in particular where the evidence rather | 


militates against, than supports the claim. 
—The mocion to reje& this part was lost. — 


Upon the question to agree to the whole re. | 


b | 


soluiton, those whose objections had not 


formation uncalled for: Not afraid to trust 
the national council with a constitutional 
participation in devising measures for the 
preservation of our rights, he communicated 
aiso the instruGtions he had given for de. 
manding redress. Just, as was the claim of 
this President to anprobation, the legislature 
forebore from adulation. But with the in. 


| dependence of freemen and a promptness be. 


been obviated: who thought their vote of | 


perfect confidence improper ; having recorded 
their votes in favour of such parts of the re- 
solutions as were necessary or proper; and 
believing that the resolutions submitted by 
Mr. Griswold, were preferable, and that no 
Injury could arise, if those under considera. 
tion were rejected, voted against them. I 


who ditfered from the majority in the pre- 
ference of the resolutions adopted, to those 
moved by Mr. Griswold, were not, as 
malice or ignorance may suggest, necessarily 


coming the guardians of the rights of their 
fellow-citizens, they trusted not the safety 
and honour of their country to soft expres. 
sions of ‘* sensibility’’—they a@ed. They 
authorised the President to embody and call 
out 80,000 militia, if circumstances should 
render it necessary---they suspended, for a 
time by embargo, all commercial inter. 


| course---they adopted and acted upon the 


, P 


| opinion of their wise and vigilant President, 
concurred in this vote. To shew that those | 


o 
‘6 That to avoid insult we must be prepared 


to repel it.”’ 


advocates for immediate measures of hosti- | 
lity ; and that on en occasion similar to the | 


present, under an administration meriting 

and possessing the perfeét confidence of the 
. bo . 

people, a line of conduct was pursued cor. 


responding to that which it was the object | 


of Mr. Griswold’s resolurion to obtain, ] 
beg leave to recall to your recollection tne 
proceedings of Congress in consequence of 
the unjustifiable order of the King of Eng- 
Jand to his naval commanders to capture our 
ships in the year 1793. At the opening of 
the session of Congress the President (Wash. 
ington) communicated the subje¢t io Con- 
gress, accompany ing his communication with 
a copy of his instructions given by him to 
our Minister at the British Court for de- 
manding redress.—The language of Wash- 
ingtor on this occasion was; ‘* There is a 
rank due to the United States among nations 
which will be withheld, if not absolutely 
Jost, by the reputation of weakness. If we 
desire to avuid insult, we must be prepared 
to repel it. If we desire to preserve peace, 
one of the most powerful instruments of our 
rising prosperity, it must be known that we 
are at all times ready for war.”* Had a fear 
to irritate those who had done us wrong, 
3 








On the 7th of January, the President no- 
minated to the Senate James Monroe, as 
Minister Extraordinary to the Courts of the 
King of Spain and First Consul! of France, 
to act in conjanction with our Ministers at 
these Courts to negociate, it is presumed, 
respe€ting the shutting the port of New- 
Orleans, and the cession of Louisiana, This 
gentleman was formerly our Minister to 
France, and was recalled by Washington for 
misconduct. 

From the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, it appears that there was In the 
‘Treasury of the United States, on the 30:h 


| september 1802, in cash, dollars 44459507 5« 


The receipts of the United States for the 
year ending the 30th Sept. 1802, was, dol- 
lars 15,258,453, which was derived from 
the following sources ; 

Dolls. Cis. 
32,298,938 6 
226,804 19 

1793575 5% 


Duties on impost and tonnage, 
Direct tax, 
Sales of public lands, 


Postage of letters, 5Os5 00 
Proceeds of sales of bank shares, 1,28 oo 
Dividends on bank stock, ; 39,990 F 
Pay’t on acct. sales of armed ships, 2125342 ri 
Sales of prizes, ash. bs 
Internal taxes, O ae 64 
Miscellaneous, 124,02 
Dolls. 15,268,258 it 
a 
1 
ie 
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The expenditures of the government in 
same period were, dollars 13,667,501 27 
cts. 
The payments into the Treasury from 
duties on imports and tonnage being derived 
from bonds due for duties accruing before 
the late peace, the President reminds us 
‘‘ that the effect of peace is not yet fully 
ascertained.’’— This effect, though not fully 
ascertained, has yet evinced its operation. 
It appears from the statements from the 
‘Treasury Depertment, that the amount of 
duties on goods imporied and tonnage se- 
cured in the last year, and. which will form 
the receipt of the nex:, is duilars 2,256,895 
less than the vear preceding. 

‘© The funds annualiy appropriated to the 
discharge of our debt, are, by act of Con- 
gress, under the direction of the Vice Pre- 
sident, the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
secretary of State, the Attorney General, 
and the Chief Justices of the United States, 
who are styled the ** Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund.’’ Of these commissioners 
the Secretary of the Treasury is the agent, 
the pewer of the others is barely nominal. 
‘The commissioners have laid before Con- 
gress at the present session, a report of. the 
Secretary of the Treasury made to them, 
containing a detail of the measures pursued 
in the year 1802, in relation to their duty. 
It does not appear that the Chief Justice of 
the United States had been consulted on 
these proceedings: his name does not appear 
to the report.--- This report of the Secretary 
of the ‘lreasury states, 

“ That during the year 1802,there has been drawn 
from the Treasury of the United States, on account 
of principal and interest of the domestic debt, the 
sum of stiv. 9,372,752 28 

“ ‘That of the money drawn from 
the ‘Treasury in the year 1801, which 
remained unapplied at the expiration 
of that year, and was applicable to 
the Dutch debt, there was 2,313,846 
guilders 10 stivers, equal at 40 cts 


each guilder to 925,538 40 


—_——_— 





Forming the sum in. their hands in 
the year 1802, 10,298,290 68 
“ Of this sum the Secretary renders the following 
account : 
“1. That to the payment of interest 
on the debt accrued in the year 1802, 
there has been applied dolls. 4,065,738 47 
“ 2. ‘To the reimbursement of prin- 
cipal of domestic debt, 
Dutch debt, duc in 1802 


1,290,000 
1,344,000 





Making the sum actually applied to 


the discharge of the debt, in the year 
1802, 


dolls. 6,699,738 47 
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“ 3. That to meet the instalment of domestic debn, 
first due in the year 1803, they have retained the 
suin of dolls. 1,117,869 37 

“ The Secretary further states, that 
at the close of the year 18c2, there 
remained (exclusively of protested bills 
outstanding, and wxepplied balances in 
the hands of agents) ax unapplied ba- 
lance of guilders 5,914,606 10 sti- 
vers, applicabie to the payment of 
Dutch debt, in the year 1803, equal 
to dolls. 2,365,842 40 

LL 

“ Making the sum drawn from the 
Treasury inthe year 1802,but xot ape 
plied in that year dolls.. 3,483,711 77 

“If to the sum which is stated to 
have been applied to the reduction of 
the debt in 1802, viz. stiv. 6,699,738 47 
be added the last sum, stated to be in 
the hands of agents, and not applied, 
viz. dolis. 3,483,711 77 





accounted for in some 
dolls. 10,183,450 24 


«“ The sum, 
way or other, is 





which deducted from the sum in their 
hands, dolis 10,298,190 68 
leaves a balance, which the report 
does not account for in any way, dolls. 114,740 44 
«‘ From these facts 1 am led to remark, 
that the act of last session placed among the 
proudest plumes of the present administra. 
tion, entitled ** An Act providing for the 
redemption of the whole public debt of the 
United States,’’ makes it expressly the duty 
of the commissioners of the sinking fund to 
apply annually the sum of 7,300,000 dol- 
lars to the discharge of the debt---and that 
it appears the sum of dollars 6,699,638 47 
only has been applied in the year 18@2-.. 
leaving a deficit of dollars 600,261 53. As 
to the large sum of 3,483,711 dollars drawn 
from the Treasury, aud not applied, it would 
have been more satisfactory to ‘* that jea- 
lousy which, however detestable in private, 
is the loveliest trait of political character,’’ 
had we been informed in whose hands as 
agents this immense sum was resting. As 
to myself, I should be glad to have been in- 
formed what necessity induced the drawing 
so large a sum from the ‘Treasury, so long 
before it was to be applied? Why money 
was remitted to Europe (if the fact be so) 
to meet a debt not yet due, ata time that a 
balance of 600,000 dollars remained, as it 
still does, unpaid of the sum expressly re. 
quired to be paid in each year. And I cane 
not repress the expression of my astonish, 
ment and alarm, that the Secretary of the 
‘Vreasury in an official report, professing to 
account tor the due application of dollars 
10,298,190 68, after vaguely stating dol. 
Jars 3,483,711 77, to be unmapplicd and in 
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the hands of agents; should, notwithstand- 
ing, leave a balance wholly unaccounted for 
of dollars 114,740 44.” 

The president, in addressing the present 
Congress after a review of our revenue, and 
the payments on account of the debt, remarks, 
«© When effects so salutary result from the 
plans you have already sanctioned; when 
merely by avoiding false objects of expence, 
we are able without a direct tax, without 
internal taxes, and without borrowing, to 
make large and effectual payments towards 
the discharge of our public deb, and the 
emancipation of our posterity from that 
mortal canker, it is an encouragement of the 
highest order to proceed as we have begun 
in substituting economy for taxation, and in 
procuring what is useful for a nation placed 
as we are, rather than what is practised by 
others under different circumstances.’? ‘The 
constitution requires of the president that 
he should give Congress information of the 
state of the union, and recommend such mea- 
sures as he may judge necessary and expe- 
dient. Perhaps it would comport better 
with the dignity of the first magistrate, if 
in discharging this duty he should not feel 
himself emancipated from the obligations 
imposed by official propriety. If he 
should refrain from such reflections as are 
evidently intended to establish his own re- 
putation by casting reproach on his prede- 
cessors, or avoid such a display of measures 
and professions as argue a thirst for popu- 
larity ; as his own feelings must regulate 
his conduct in this particular, it is at his 
option to adopt or reject such stale instru- 
ments for procuring popular favour. So far, 
however, as I deem*them disingenuous or 
unfounded, it is my duty and a right I feel 
disposed to use, to examine his statement. 
The remarks I have quoted from the mes. 
sage are predicated on the state of our re- 
venue, ‘* resulting (says the president) from 
the plans you have already sanctioned.” 
Now it is an indisputable truth, that the 
plans adopted under the present administra- 
tion have been to diminish and not to in- 
crease the revenue. By the repeal of the 
internal taxes, in which I concurred, though 
I wished to retain such parts of them as fell 
on luxury and wealth, the revenue was les. 
sened near one million of dollars per year. 
No one measure has been adopted, or in the 


_ language of the message, ‘ sanctioned’ in 


the present administration which adds one 
cent.a year to the revenue of the United 
States. The regulations of commerce, under 











which the duties from imports and tonnace 
arise and are collected, remain as established 
bythe former administration. The progres. 
sive increasing population, wealth and com- 
merce of the United States, occasioned the 
regular annual increase of this revenue, and 
in the usual course, the receipts of the last 
year were greater than the former... But 
says the message, this state of things is the 
result merely of avoiding false objects 
of expence.’? Some diminution of expen- 
diture has indeed been made under the pre. 
sent administration, but they have ina very 
great degree resulted from the change in our 
situation and circumstances, not been pro- 
duced, I presume to say, by the present ad. 
ininistration. Let it be remembered, that 
in the few years preceding the accession of 
the present administration, millions were 
necessarily expended for securing and pro- 
tecting our commerce, to which not only 
the agricultural, but every other interest 
owes its prosperity. Light houses and for- 
tifications were erected---Insurrections, In- 
dian and Algerine wars exhausted large 
sums; by depredations of the English, 
French and Spanish nations, property sup- 
posed to exceed thirty millions of dollars, 
was lost, and the revenue consequently great- 
ly diminished. Naval sites and arsenals 
were established: arms and ordnance toa 
large amount purchased ; and armouries for 
manufacture of arms set in operation. A 
navy was not only built which restored our 
commerce and revenue ; but when on the re- 
turn of peace its longer support on the first 
establishment was rendered unnecessary, 
most of the ships were sold, by which mea- 
sure the amount of the annual expenditure 
of the navy was greatly lessened ; and the 
proceeds of the sales brought back into the 
Treasury, to form a part of that aggregate 
which the message suggests to be the resuit 
of the “ mere avoiding false objects of 
expence.’? The great objects, therefore, of 
expence, upon which much money was ¢x- 
pended by the former administration, are 
the erection of light houses and fortifications 
— suppressing insurrections ; establishing 
naval sites and arsenals ;_ the purchase ’ of 
arms and ordnance ; establishing armouri¢s, 
and protecting commerce against Algerine 
and French pirates by building a navy- 
Let any candid man reflect whether, under 
the same circumstances, the present adm!- 
nistration ought not to resort to the same 
measures.— Whether the injustice and vio- 
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at any time, and however pacific the dispo. 
sition of the administration, to resort to 
measures of defence, and then let him say 
whether these were false objects of expence. 
There are however other objects of expence 
not adopted, or rather ‘ avoided,’ by the 
present administration,—such as the reduc. 
tion of the expence of the judiciary depart- 
ment by the repeal of the judicial system 
adopted February 1801—the reduction of 
the army, and the dismissing the officers 
employed in collecting the internal taxes. 
The expenditure retrenched by the repeal of 
the judiciary was surely not the cause of our 
former poverty or of our present wealth, be- 
cause the system repealed had been in opera- 
tion but one year, and the saving does not 
exceed thirty thousand dollars, a sum less 
than the expence of repealing it. 





The reduction of the army was justified | 
in my estimationand supported by my vote ; 
but 1 am of opinion, that while our differ- 
ences subsisted with the European powers 
with whom we were contending---the force 
retained was necessary to garrison our forts 





and guard our frontiers. The restoration | 
of harmony, which authorised a reduction of | 
the navy, justified a like reduction of the | 
army. A change of circumstances had in | 
this instance rendered that force useless, 
which a few months before had been indis- | 
pensable. By repealing the internal taxes | 
the expence of collection was dispensed with. | 
This measure did not expedite the discharge 
of the debt or replenish the treasury; for 
while it saved the expence of one hundred 
thousand dollars, it prevented the receipt of 
ten times thatsum. I cherish the hope that 
neither the public fate nor public safety may 
require a resort to direct for internal taxes, 
or to loans. But however sincere the pre- 
sent administration may be to avoid these 
measures, yet it certainly is not correct to 
claim as a merit due to them, that they have 
replenished our treasury, and reduced the 
debt, ** aithout’’ these aids; because the 
documents from the Treasury department 
shew, that they have received from the di- 
rect tax and internal taxes, the large sum of 
two millions seven hundred and sixty thou- 
sand dollars. ‘The arrears of taxes yet. un- 
paid, are estimated by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, at upwards of one million of dol. | 
lars, which will also be at the disposal of 
the present administration. . It appears then, 
that the present administration have the 
benefit of near four millions of dollars from 
the direct tax and internal taxes. 
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The present administration have done 
much, With the happy fortune of receiv- 
ing the government and every branch of its 
revenue, ** in the full tide of successful ex. 
periment ;’’ unembarrassed by foreign dis- 
sentions: relieved from the necessity of 
great expenditures on national objects which 
their predecessors had completely or greatly 
advanced. With an increasing population, 
commerce and wealth ; and a revenue yield- 
ing them in two years the immense sum of 
thirty-one millions of dollars; much was to 
be expected. Let any candid and intelli. 
gent American review these things; he will 
see with pleasure and with pride the pros. 
perous situation of our country ; but he muse 
admit that we do not owe it to the plans 
sanctioned” or false ‘* objects of expence 
avoided’’ by the present administration. The 
planter who succeeds to the possession of a 


farm already well improved and planted, 


should be content with reaping the profits of 
the industry and skill of his predecessor, 
without detracting from his merits, He de. 
rives no merit from the boasts—I have ga- 
thered an harvest which I might have de. 
stroyed. 

The President recommended to Congreés, 
to appropriate a sum of money for erecting 
at this city a dry dock, in which, by em. 
ploying water drawn from a source above 
the level of the tides, as practised in lock 
navigation, the ships of our navy might be 
placed ** on a dry and sheltered bed,’’ in 
which situation the progress of decay would 
be arrested. The estimate of this work 
submitted to the President was four hundred 
and twenty thousand dollars. No subject 
can more justly merit the attention of the 
legislature than the preservation of our navy : 
the solicitude of the President on this occa. 
sion is honourable tohim; bat unfortunately 
the project, by every light afforded by phi- 
losophy or experience, was judged not to be 
adapted to its object, and would be less con. 
ducive to the preservation than to the de« 
struction of the navy. After some discus. 
sion it. was. agreed, without a dissenting 
voice, to permit the subject to rest without 
a decision. 

At the last session of Congress, a proposi- 
tion was made for repealing. the several acts 
of Congress, by which foreign ships arriving 
in our_ports are liable to higher tonnage 
duty than our own, and. goods imported in 


| them subjected to.an additional duty of 10 


r cent.;, the repeal.to.take effect when- 
ever it should be ascertained that any foreign 


hation 
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nation had adopted the same policy towards 
us, by a repeal of their discriminating and 
countervailing daties. ‘The question was 
not decided at that session. It 1s understood 
that our minister at London was instructed 
to propose this subject to the British go- 
vernment, and that in consequence of this 
communication, the British Parliament passed 
an act, authorizing their King to abolish 
their discriminating and countervailing du- 
ties, upon the event of the United States 
concurring in the measure. At the opening 
of this session of Congress, the President 
says, he ** communicates with satisfaction’’ 
the act of the British Parliament, and sub- 
mits to Congress the propriety of meeting 
them, in the abolition of these duties. The 
committee of commerce and manufactures, to 
whom this subject was referred, made a de- 
tailed report, which concludes by recom- 
mending a resolution for repealing the acts 
imposing discriminating duties. While this 
sesolution lay on the table, the chambers of 
commerce of Philadelphia and New-York, 
and some other.cities, and the mechanics of 
New-York, petitioned against the measure. 
They state in substance, that experience 
under these acts had proved their benignantr 
effects: that our shipping had increased to 
an amount sufficient for carrying all our pro. 
ductions intended for exportation and the 
importation of such articles as are necessary 
for our home consumption. That by a re- 
peal of these duties the ships of Great Britain 
would be permitted to bring us the products 
and manufactures of all countries, while by 
the operation of their navigation act, we 
should be restricted in our trade to that na. 
tion to the carriage of goods the growth 
er production of our own country only ;_ tha: 
the vessels of all nations would be allowed 
equal privileges with American built ships, 
without any equivalent on their part: ‘That 
the European nations. not only build and 
equip their ships much cheaper, but also 
navigate them at much less expence than we 
ean, which advantages in their favour must 
prevent. our competition with them in navi- 
gation, and leave American vessels idly to 
rot in our docks. ‘They all conclude with 
expressing a confidence that repealing our 
discriminating duties would discourage ship- 
building, deprive us of the profits at present 
derived from the employment of American 
vessels, and make us dependent on foreign 
nations for the exports of the products of 
eur soil ; that it must-be prejudicial to va- 





rious important interests In the community, 
detrimental to the revenue of the country, 
and, in a national point of view, extreme] 
impolitic. The subject was postponed from 
day to day, and at length the friends of the 
project consented to let it pass undecided this 
session. Whether this abandonment pro- 
ceeds from a hope that delay may enable the 
friends of the measure to repel the cbjections 
urged so strongly; and from sources so 
respectable, or is the result. of a conviction 
of the inexpediency of the medsure in the 
minds of those who first cherished it, I can. 
not decide. . 

Our affairs with Tripoli remain as they 
were at the close of the last session of Con. 
gress ; neither restrained by a regard to jus- 
tice, nor intimidated by the apprehension of 
our force, those pirates continue to cruise 
against our ships engaged in the Mediterra. 
nean trade. The public armed ships sta 
tioned there have proved sufficient to watch 
them so closely, that one merchant ship only 
has fallen into their hands, and this might 
have been re-taken, but for the danger of 
our large ships venturing near the shore to 
intercept the ‘prize conduéted by their small 
gallies, To render the protection to this 
trade more effeCtual, the House of Repre- 
sentatives, without a dissenting voice, pass- 
eda bill, appropriating 96,000 doliars for 
the building or purchasing four small vessels 
tO carry sixteen guns each, which, in con- 
junction with our force already in the Me- 
diterranean, will, it is not doubted, pre- 
vent these pirates from venturing into the 
sea. This bill was returned from the se- 
nate, with an amendment, appropriating 
500,000 dollars for the building fifteen gun- 
boats. When this amendment was under 
consideration in the house, information was 
asked for what purpose these gun-boats were 
intended ? It was suggested that they were 
not necessary for the Mediterranean service, 
and not calculated to supply the place with 
revenue cutters. In reply, it was intimated 
they were to be employed, if necessary, 0” 
the Mississippi: upon this information the 
amendment was agreed to. ‘Thus we see 
the géntleman, who in January manifested 
the amiable disposition of relying on decla- 
rations of ‘sensibility,’’? and the magna- 
nimity of an aggressing neighbour for re- 
dress of injuries done us, who at that ume 
refused peremptorily even to consider whe- 
ther preparations for defence, if necessarys 
should not be adopted, seem now, v0 fr 
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we can judge -from this measure, to incline 
tothe opinion, that as may be eflicacious 
where words will fail: and that waiting 
with perfect confidence for negociation to 
*¢ vindicate our injuries,’’ may be beauriful 
in theory but dangerous in practice. 

At the last session of Congress the Presi- 
dent communicated the articles of agreeient 
and cession entered into between the com- 
missioners appointed on the part of the 
United States, and the commissioners on 
the part of the State of Georgia, by virtue 
of an act passed May 1800---for the ami- 


cable settlement of lirtits with the State of 


Georgia. By these articlet, Georgia cedes 
to the United States all her right to the ju- 
risdi¢tion and soil of the territory lying on 
the Mississippi, south of the State ot Ten. 


nessee, worth of the Spanish provinces of | 


Vlorida, and west of a line beginning on 
the river Chatahouchie, where the Spanish 
boundary crosses the same, and runs up that 
river to the great bend thereof, next above 
the creek called * Uchee,’’ then a straight 
line to Nickajack on Tennessee river, and 
with that river to the Tennessee line.---On 
the part of the United States it was stipu- 
lated that there should be paid to Georgia 
from the first sales of the lands. thus ceded, 
1,250,000 doliars, and that a land office for 
the disposition of the vacant land thus ce- 
ded,. should be opened» within one year after 
the assent of Georgia to the agreement. 

That actual settlers, under titles from the 
British government of West Florida, or the 
Spanish government, or an act of Georgia, 
sealled the Bourbon-a@t, should be confirmed 
in their titles.--that the lands ceded should 
be a common fund for the benefit of the 
‘United’ Staves, with the reservation of five 
‘millions of :aeres, which the United States 
‘might ‘apply to the satisfa€tion of claims 
-Other'thas those before recognized. 

_ That the United States should extinguish 
the Indian-title to the county of Tallissec, 
in the State of Georgia. 

That the territory thus ceded shall form 
a State when it -shall contain 60,000 free 
anhabitants. 

The State of Georgia, by an act passed 
June 1802, have ratified the agreement of 
the sesininlicaknticit, which has become obli- 
gatory also on the United States. In this 
session an act has the House of Re- 
presentatives, and is now before the Senate, 
for opening 
This bill prescribes, that a surveyor be ap- 
pointed by the President, who shail suri cy 
Vor. IL, 
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| all the lands in the territory to w non the 


Indian title has been extinguiilie dinto town. 


ships of six miles square each, which shall 
he subdivided into section’ of G40 acres, 
and half sections of 820 acres cach ; 
which surveys shall be filed with the regis. 
ters inthe territory, and with the Secretary 
of the Treasury. That the President by 
proclamation shall appoint a day on-which 
all the said land shall be offered for sale to 
the highest bidders, in lots of sections and 
half-seétions ; but no sale shall be made at 
less than twe dollars per acre. ‘The lands 
unsold at the expiration of three weeks shall 
be disposed of by the registers of the Jand. 
office, at the same price (two dollars per 
acre) and in the same manner as the United 
States lands north west of the Ohio are dis- 
posed of. The terms of sate ia both cases 
are ; 

‘That the perchaser shall pay at the rate of 
six dollars for every section he may ra 
chase, for surveying expenses---he shall d 


posit one.twenrieth part ot the purcl hase 


' money, to be forfeited, if within forty days 


he fail to pay one fourth part of the whole 
purchase money. One fourth part of the 

purchase money shall be paid within forty 
days—one fourth within two years-..one 
fourth within three years--.and one fourth 
within four years after the day of sale, wit) 

interest at six per eet. from the day of sale, 
on the three last payments. A discount of 
eight per cent. a year shall be allowed on 
any of the three last payments, if antici 
pated, 

By this bill, the titles of persons aétuall:, 
settled within the territory, under Spanish 
and British grants, and under the Georgina 
Bourbon act, are confirmed. A right of 
pre-emption is also given to persons, who, 
at the time of passing the act, shall be ac.. 
tually settled on lands of the United States 
without title. | 

The claims other than those ewpressly pro - 
vided for in the articles of agreement, and 
for the satisfaGtian of which the right to 
dispose of 5,000,000 acrevof land were re- 
served, being very considerable in theic 
amoont, and ‘extraordinary in their nature, 
a brief account of them may not be unac- 


eeptable. 


{ Mr. S. here adyefts to the claim of the 
South Carolina Yaueg Company, urder an 
aét of the State of Georgia of Dec. 1789. 
Th hip claim, it will be recolleéted, was ate 
| teshpted to be supported before the s: apreime 
court of the Unwed Stites, in a suit against 
Tee the 
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the State of Georgia, but which was ter- missioners. 
minated by an amendment of the constitu- 
tion, relative to the sutability of States. | under the act of 1795 have no equitibyle 
‘The controversy was afterwards referred to} claim on the United States. 
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Its fate } consider doubrfy}ae 
my Own Impressions are, that the claimants 


This being 


x ¢ , ‘ ‘ a . py. 

the Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of | also the opinion of the commissioners, I con. 
State, and Attorney General, as. Commis. | ceive it improper for the United States to 
sioners on Georgia claims, who reported | sanction a fraud so vile. The claim under 


that ® there was uo equitable claim either 
for the land, or compensation from the 
United States.’ The other class of claim- 
ants consists of these companies which en- 
gaged in the celebrated Georgia speculation 
under the act of the legislature of that state, 
of 1765 ; but whose bright prospects were 
cut off by the rescinding att’? of the Je- 
vislature in the subsequent year, and who 
received back the purchase money. ‘These 
companies now apply to Congress for 
8,500,000 dollars, for which they propose 
to relinquish a@// their claim. 

Upon these claims the Commissioners re- 
port, ** that they feel no hesitation in- de- 
claring that the title of these claimants can. 
not be supported.’? But they add, * that 
the interest of the United States---the tran- 
guility of future settlers, and various equi- 
table considerations, render it expedient to 
enter into a compromise on reasonable terms. 
‘They therefore submit a plan of indemnity 
to the claimants, viz. 

That the residue of the 5,000,000 acres 
reserved for this purpose, after satisfying the 
claims of settlers and others as recognized 
by the articles of agreement with Georgia, 
shall be granted the claimants under the act 
of Georgia of 1795, to be located on lands 
to which the Indian title is not yet extin- 
guished-..or that the said claimants shall 
receive certificates, bearing interest after 
the ist of January 1804, for 2,500,000 


dollars, or at their option, certificates for | 


5,99P,000 without interest, to be paid out 
of thesales of the land, after the payment 
stipulated to be made to Georgia. 
Althongh it cannot be ascertained that the 
perchasers from the original conrpanies had 
notice of the fraud in which the transaction 
was founded, ver there is strong reason to 
presume they were apprised that the title 
was questionable ; because in the conveyance 
to them a special warrantee only is found 
against the acts of the granters, anda special 


covenant ‘that the granters shall not be 


liable to refund any money in consequence of 
avy defect of litje from the state of Geor- 
gia.’” , 

A billis before the House of Representa- 


)Aivcs, predicated-on th’s projeét of the com. | 


8 


the act of 1789 has much equity, because by 
the same kind of testimony which proves the 
fraud in the act of 1795, there is strong rea. 
sons to believe. the inrention of the act of 
1789 was to receive the evidences of the 
| debt of the state in payment of the purchase 
i'money: Nor can J believe that “ the in- 
terest of the United.States, the tranquility 
of the future inhabitants, or equitable con- 
siderations,’’ should induce a distinétion in 
favour of the claimants under the fraudulent 
act of 1795, in preference to the honest but 
perhaps mistaken purchasers of 1789. Iam 
the more satisfied in the decision to vote 
against this grant, because it is questionable 
whether Georgia ever hada right to grant 
this land ; and if the claimants have a good 
title, they can support it in the courts ot the 
United States. 

Early in the present session, a resolution 
was submitted to abolish the mint: thishas 
i not been acted upon ; but the disposition of 
| the House I judge to be in favour of pre- 
iserving the establishment, an appropriation 
| having been made in the general appropria- 
‘tion bill as passed by the house, for the sup- 
| port of the minz, in the year 1803, and a bill 

being before the house for continuing the 
‘establishment at Philadelphia, two yeare 
loner. 

| From the report of the director of the 
mint itsppears that there was coined at the 
| mint in the year 1802, 





In Gold coins, dolls. 423,350 


Silver, 58,343 
Copper, 345422 83 
7 bc Par sll 
Total amount of coins issued in 
1802, dolls. 516,115 83 


ee 


That on the coinage of the above quan- 
tity of copper, a profit has arisen of dollars 
5,644 32; the expenditures of the year was, 
dollars 17,462 65, deduéting from which 
the gain on copper, the expence is reduced 
to dollars 11,818 33. .When this sum 18 
contrasted with the advantages of adding 
500,000 dollars to the circulating cash © 
the country, coined principally from bullion, 
which would otherwise be exported ; whea 


: * . . e 1 
it appears that the result of the institetio! 





is a yational.profit, the saving of the i 
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the destrustion of this institution. 
I have the honour to be, &c. &e. 
JOHN STANLEY. 


Wasuincron, Marcu 1803. 





LIST OF ACTS passed during the second session of 
the Seve ath Congs ess OJ the l Tnited Stutys of . loner ica, 
held at the city of Vashington, Srom December 6, 
1802, to March 4, 1203. 

x. An act forthe relicf of Charles Hyde. 
2. An act authorising the sale of a piece of land, 
parcel of the navy yard belonging to the United 


states, in Charlestown, in the state of Massachu- | 


setts, to the proprietors of the Salem turnpike read 
and Chelsea bridge corporation. 

3. An act for the relief of Henry Messonnier. 

4. Anact for the relief of the sufferers by fire, in 
the town of Portsmouth. 

5. An act to provide for the granting of clear- 
ances to ships or vessels owned by citizens of the 
United 5rates, lying in the river Miss ssippi, south 
of the southern boundary of the United States; aud 
therein to amend an act, intituled “ an act to regu- 
lute the collection of duties on imports and ton- 
nage ;” and for other purposes. 

6. An act in addition to an act, intituled “ an act 
fixing the military peace establishment of the United 
States.” 

7. An act supplementary to the “ act concerning 
consuls and vice-consuls,” and for the further pro- 
tection of American seamen. 

8. An act to provide an additional armament for 


the protection of the sgamen and commerce of the | 


United States. 

g. An act to prevent the importation of certain 
persons into certain states, where, by th¢ laws there- 
of, their admission is prohibited. 

10, An act in addition to an act, entituled “ an 
act more effectually to provide for the national de- 
fence, by establishing an uniform militia throughout 
the United States.” 

11. An act for continuing in force a law, intituled 
“an act for establishing trading houses with the 
Indian tribes.” 

12. An act for the relief of Moses White. 

13. An act in addition to an act, intituled “ an act 
concerning the registering and recording of ships 
and vessels of the United States,” and to the ac 
entituled “an act to revulate the collection of duties 
on imports and tonnage.” 


r4. An act supplementary to the ad, intituled | 


“ an act providing passports for ships and vessels of 
the United States.” 

15. An act making an appropriation for the sup- 
port of the navy of the United States for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and three. 


16. An aét making appropriations for the sup- | 
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| act regulating the grants of land appropriated 
the refugees from the British provinces of Canada 
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sum of expenditure cannot render necessary | port of government for the year one thousand eight 


| hundred and three. 


17. An act in addition to the ae, irtituled “an 
fou 


aria Nova Scotia.” 

8. An act concerning the salt springs on the 

| waters of the Wabash river. 

| 4g. Anact concerning the insurance of buildings, 

| goods and furniture, in the county of Alexandria, in 

| the territory of Columbia. 

| 20. An act in addition to and in modification of 
the propositions comiained in the act, intituled “ an 

/ act to enable the people of the eastern diviston of 
the territory north-west of the river ()! io, to forny 

| a constitution and state government, and for the 

| admission of such state into the Union, on an 

equal footing with the original states, end for other 

purposes,” 


21. An act to make Beaufort and Passamaquody 
ports ol entry and deliv: ry 5 to on cake Euston nal 
‘lbiverton ports of delivery ; an 1 to authorise the 


establishment of a new collection district on Lake 
Ontario, 

22. Anact more effectually to provide for the 
organization of the militia of the district of Column 


bia. 

23. An act for the relief of insolvent debtors 
within the district of Columbia. 

24. An act to prolong the continuance of the 
mint at Philadelphia. 

25. An act in addition to an act, intituled “ an 
act to amend the judicial system of the United 
States.” 

26, Anact making appropriations for the militar 
establishment of the United States for the year one 
| thousand eight hundred and three. 
| 27. An act to revive and continue in force an act 
| in addition to an act, intituled “an act in addition 
| to an act regulating the grants of land appropriated 
for military Services, and for the socucty of the 
| United Brethren for propagating the gospel among 
the heathen ;” and for other purposes. 

28. An act authorising the transfer of the duties 





“~— 


‘ 


of supervisor to any other oifice. 

29. An act concerning the city of Washington. 

30. An act for the relief of Joshua Havey, and 
others. 

31. Ap act regulating the grants of land, and pro- 
viding for the dispesal of the lands of the United 


eee 


States, south of the state of ‘Tennessee. 

32, An act to provide for the due execution of 

4 ‘ . f y! . 
the Jaws of the United States within the state of Ohio, 

33. An act to alter the time of holding the court 
of the United States in Kentucky district. 

34. Anact to alter the time for the next meeting 
| of Congress. . 

5, An act directing a detachment from the mi- 
litia of the United States, and for erecting certain 
arsenals. 








American Official Documents, pre 


United States, concerning the Revenues, I 


sented, at various times, to the Congress of the 


capenditure, Public Debt, Lrade, 


Tonnage, Seamen, and Tisheries, of those States. 

Act to establish the Treasury Department,”* 
the Secretary of the Treasury respectfully 
submits the following Report. 


The permanent revenues of the United 
States, exclusively of fees, fines, and renal. 
Trt2 ties 


Report laid before the House of Representatives, on 
the 16th of December 1802, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, concerning the Revenue and Expenditure 


of the United States. 
In obedience to the directions of the act 
supplementary to the act, entituled, * An 
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ties, which, ina general view of the subject, 
may be omitted, consist of duties on mer- 
¢ghandize and tonnage, proceeds of the sales 
of public lands, and duties on postage. 

‘The duties on postage, which were, in the 
annual report of last year, estimated at 
50,000 collars, have, during the year end. 
ing on the 30th day of September last, 
vielded 50,500 dollars. 
ship letters, the extension of the establish. 
ment through unproductive roads, and the 
acccleration of the progress of the mail, 
may, however, cause some defalcation in 
the receipts of the enguing year. 

Three hundred and twenty-six thousand 
and Stcy-two dollars and eight cents have 
been received during the same year, on ac- 
count of public lands, of which sum, 17,162 
dasiars and 50 cents were paid in the Trea- 
suryy In evidences of the public debt, and 
170,575 dellars and 52 cents specie; the 
local situation of the Jand offices not having 
yet rendered it .practicable to draw the 
Balance from the receivers of public monies. 

Three shundred and forty thonsand acres 
of Jang have been sold for six hundred and 
eighty thousand dollars, during the year 
ending on the Sitst day of October last; of 
which quantity near ninety-seven thotsand 
acres were sold on account of pre-emptions 
clitmed by purchasers under John Cleve 
Symes, and two hundre@ and forty-three 
thousand acres are the result of Current 
dales. The annexed statement (A) de- 
‘ignates the quantities respectively sold in 
rhe several districts, and the annual pay- 
ments receivable on account of the balance 
ot nine huodred and sixty thousand 
dollars due on these and on the preceding 
sales, 

Irom those several results it appears pro- 
hable that the annual receipts under this 
head wiil pot, on an average, fall short of 
the sum of four hundred thousand dollars, at 
which they have been estimated, 

Althoagh it had been anticipated that the 
receipts in the tzeasury, on account of du- 
ties on merchandize and tonnage, could not, 
for the present year, be affected by the re- 
steration of peace in. Europe, yet the sum 
actually paid has exceeded the most san- 
guine expectations; twelve millions two 
hundred and eighty thousand doHars have 
been seceived during the course of the year 
ending pn the 30th day of September last ; 
a sum lagger, by two millions of dollars, 
than the amount received for the same du- 
fies during the preceding or any other year, 


The decrease of | 
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; and which exceeds, by twelve hundred'thou. 
land dollars, the aggregate heretofore col- 
| lected, in any one year, on account of both 
| the impost and the internal duties, repealed 
| by an aét of last session. 

| This excess, which had not been calcu- 
| lated upon, is considered alone as amply 
sufficient to cover any possible defalcation 
which might, during the next and ensuing 
year, reduce that branch of the revenue 
below last year’s estimate, of xine millions 
five hundred thousand dollars. Such defal- 
cation is not, however, apprehended ; for 
| although there are not yet sufficient data pre. 
| cisely to ascertain the effect of peace on the 
| amount of duties, those which are in the 
| possession of this department tend’ to cor- 
| roborate the presumption, that that sum at 
least (nine millions and a haif, }- will hereafter 
be annually received. The statement (B.) 
which exhibits a comparative view of that 
revenue for each quarter during the two last 
years, shews that the amount of duties ac- 
crued, during the nine first months of the 
present year, exceeds eleven millions three 
hundred thousand dollars; and’ after deduct- 
ing three millions five hundred thousand dol- 
lars, amount of debentures issued during 
the same period, on account of the re-ex- 
portations of foreign goods, leaves for those 
three quarters a balance of more than sevex 
millions erght hundred thousand dollars, sub- 
ject to no other deduction than the expences 
of colleétion ; and from the knowledge al- 
ready obtained of the comportations during 
tlie present quarter, as well as from the gra- 
dual diminution of re-exportations, no doubt 
remains that the net revenue, accruing dur- 
ing the whole year, will exceed the estimate. 

From present appearances, the whole ot 
‘the permanent revenues of the Unirep 
‘Srates may therefore be reasonably conr- 
puted at: tee millions of dollars.-.of which 
‘sum, seven millions three hundred thousand 
dollars are appropriated for the payment - 
the principal and interest of the public dedt, 
and two millions seven hundred thousand 
dollars are applicable to the current expences 
.of government. 

Revodiinn to the estimates for the “s 
1803, those expences will, exclusively 01 4 
sum of 180,000 dollars, wanted to cover 
the navy deficiencies of the years 1801 - 
1802, but including sundry —— ~% 
propriations, which make no part 0 ha dole 
nual estimates, amount to 2,660,000 go" 
lars, tOWNE For 
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Dalls. 
For the Civil Department, and all Do- 
mestic Experices of a civil nature, 680,000 
For expences attending the imtercourse 
with Foreign Nations, including prize 
causes, and Barbary powers, . 250,000 | 
For the Military and Indien departments, 830,000 
For the Neval establishment, calculated 
on a supposition that six frigates shall 
be kept in constant employment, 900,000 | 
Dollars 2.460,000 | 


Neither the payments due on account of 
the convention with Great Britain, and | 
which will, for three years, amount annu- | 
ally to eight hundred and cigitv-eight thou- | 
sand dollars, nor the installments and inte- 
rests due on account of the ¢00,060 dollars 
loan obtained from the state of Marvydand, 
for the c:ty of Washington, are included 
an that calculation, as they may be defrayed 
out of the following resources, which make 
no part of the permanent revenues, viz. 

Ist, ‘The surplus of specie in the treasury, 
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which, as the whole amount there wiil not 
at the close of the present year, fall much 
short of five millions of dollars, far exceed 
the sum which it is prudent to Keep. 

edly, The uncollected arrears of the di- 





rect tax, estimated at four hundred thou. | 


sand dollars; | 


And 3dly, The outstanding uncollected | 
internal duties, amounting to near seven | 
hundred thousand dollars. 

The only embarrassment experienced dur- | 
ing the course of last year, arose from the | 
difficulty of procuring remittances necessary 
to meet the large installments of the og 
due in Holland. ‘The impossibility of ob- | 
taining bills on that country, to the amount | 
wanted by government, and the loss which, ' 
on account of the rate of exchange, must 
be incurred, by remitting circuitously 
through England, induced the secretary of 





the treasury to recommend, in a report to | , 


the commissioners of the sinking fund | 
{marked C.) a recourse to bank stock as the | 
most favorable mode of remitting, 

Of the five thousand shares in the stock 
pf the bank of the United States, originally 
subscribed by the United States, 2,780 
shares had been sold in the year 1796 by 
wirtue of the aét, intituled ** 4x a mak- 
ing provision for the payment of certain 
debts of the United States ;’’ and for the 

urpose of erie *e part of the debt 
due to the dark. e remaining 2,220 


shares were now, under the same authority, 
sold at 45 per cent, advance; the 1,287,600 





dollars which they produced were, in con- 
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|formity to the provisions of the said a&, 


applied towards discharging an equal amount 
otf that part of the debt which had become 
due to the bank before or during the year 
1796 ; and the purchaser of the stock sold, 
at the same time, to the treasury, an equal 
sum in bills on Hoiland at 41 cents per 
guilder ; the securing of which large amount 
at that rate was the inducement on the part 
of government to dispose of the bank stock 
on those terms. As the dividend usually 
received on the bank stock sold, and the an- 
nual interest payable on the debt due to the 
bank, thus extinguished, were nearly equal, 
the July half yearly dividend on the stock 
was in faét the premium paid for the purpose 
of effeciing the remittance; and government 
has hereby been enabied to obtain, without 
raising the price of exchange, the whole 
amount wanted to meet the payments due in 


} Holland till the month of September 1803, 


Exclusively of, and in addition to, the 
debt of 1,287,600 dollars thus paid to the 
bank out of the proceeds of the sales of bank 
shares, a sum of eight mil.ions three hun. 
dred and thirty-four thousand, seven hun. 
dred and fifty-seven dollars, and eighty-nine 
cents, has been paid out of the treasury dur- 
ing the year ending on the 50th day of Sep- 
tember last, on account of the principal and 
interest of the pub/re debt, and the payments 
in part of the principal of the debt, made 
during the same period, have been as fol- 
lows ; 


Ist. The payments on account of the principal 
wid interest of the domestic debt, have 
been dulls. 4,628,105 39 

From which deducting one year’s Interest on 
the same 

Leaves a sun applied te the disbursement of 
the principa! of the six per cent. and defer- 
red stock«, of 

2d. Paid to fureign officers, and for the regis- 


39479,259 75 


1,157,345 64 


tered debt, 9,603 18 
3d. Principal of domestic loans, (exclusively 

of the 1,2%7,600 dollars paid out of the 

rocecds of bank shares) 202,400 o 
th. Evidences of public debt paid for lands, 17,162 5® 


sth. The payments on sccount of the princi- 
al and interest of the forcigu debt have 
3,310,574 32 





cen 
From which sum deducting one 
year’s interest and charges, Z 
equal to 462,734 
| And on account of the 
different rates at 
which billshave been 
purchased, and of 
sundry bills returned 
for non payment, & 
now in suit, a farther 
sum of 82,284 94 
——————e 545,05 OF 
—_—S——s—e—— 
Leaves applicable to payment of 
the rctpal, 2,765,358 24 
* 4y15%369 66 
Amounting altogether to four millions, one 
hundred and fifty-two thousand, cight hun- 
dred and sixty-nine dollars, and sixty-six 
cents, an 
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And if te that sum shall he added the 1,287,000 0 | 


dollars paid on account of the principal of 
the debt due to the bank, out of the pro- 
ceeds of the sale of the bank shares, the total 
a:nount of debt extinguished during that 
year, will be round to exceed five millions 


our hundred and forty thousand dollurs 5,449,469 66 





The balance of specie in the treasury, 
which on the Ist day of Oétober 1801, 
amounted to 2,948,718 dollars and 73 cents, 
had encreased on the ist Oftober 1802 to 
the sum of 4,530,675 dollars and 57 cents, 
making a difference in favor of the treasury 
of 1,590,956 dollars and 84 cents, which 
Jast sum, added to the above-mentioned pay- 


ment of 4,152,869 dollars and 66 cents, | . 


made out of the treasury on account of the 
principal of the public debt, makes :an ac- 
tual difference in favor of the United States, 
of more than five millions seven hundred 
and forty thousand dollars, during that year. 

The payments on account of the princi- 
pal of the public debt, from the ist day of 
April 1eu¢ to the 30th day of September 
3602, exclusively of, and in addition to, 
the bank debt, discharged out of the pro- 
ceeds of bank shares, ainounts to 5,339,886 
dollars 44 cents, viz. 

Dolls. 


1,334,942 : 81 
313025543 : 63 


On account of the Domestic Debt, 
On account of the Foreign Debt, 
And in re-payment of temporary 


Loans, - ~ - - 702,400: O 





513399886: 44 
And if to that sum shall be added 
the encrease of specie in the Trea- 
sury during the same period, which 
(as the amount oa the 1st of April 
1801, didnot exceed 1,794,044 dol- 
lars and 85 cents) amounts to 2,745.630: 72 





The differencein favour of the Unit- 
ed States, - - 
for those eighteen months, will be found equal to 
eight millions eighty-five thousand five hundred 
and seventeen dollars and sixteen cents. 


8,085,517 : 16 


Of the annual appropriation of 7,300,000 
dollars for the principal and interest of the 


public debt, about three milltons nine hun. | 


dred thousand dollars wil! be wanted to pay 
the interest which falls duc in the year 1803, 
and the residue amounting to three millions 
four hundred thousand dollars, may be con- 
sidered as the sum applicable, during that 
year, to the extinguishment of the principal 
ef the public debt. 

From all which it results, that so long as 
the United States shall not be afflicted by 
any untoreseen calamity, and whilst the pvb- 


bie expenditures shall be kept within their 
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present limits, there does not appear any 
necessity for encreasing the pudlic revenues, 


ee. . ¥ 
All which is most respectfully submitted 


By Avsert Gaurarin, 
Secretary of the Treas uTy. 
Treasury Department, Dec. 16, 102. 
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Outstandi ne at the end of cach quarter. 
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(C.) STATEMENT Qing an account of 
the proceedings of the Commissioners 
of the Sinking bund. 


At a meeting of the commissioners of the 
sinking fund, on the 7th 6f June , 
present, the Secretary of Statey the Seeretary 
of the Treasury, the Attorney General of 
the United States ; ’ 

The Secretary of the ‘Treasury reported 
to the hoard, that provision has already 
| been made to meet nearly all the demands 
| which wall become due in Holland, during 
| the course of the present year, but, that it 
lis necessary to make immediate provision 
| for the payments on account of principal and 
‘interest which fall due there, during the 
first five months of the year 1803, and 
amounting to four millions, four hundred 
and thirty-nine thoufand eight hundred and 
thirty guilders, and payable at the following 
periods, viz.—Ist January, 872,700 guild. 
crs; Ist February, O86,350 ditto ; Ist 
March, 601,000 ditto ; Ist June, 1,970,780 
ditto. 

That from the great diminution of trade 
between this country and Holland, he has 
ascertained during his late excursion to New 
York and Philadelphia, that 1t 1s imprace 
ticable to obtain bills on Holland to that 
amount: ‘That the rate of exchange is al. 
ready forty-one cents per guilder ; and that 
any attempt on the part of the Government 
to procure the large amoust now wanted, 
would indubitably raise considerably the 
rate of exchange: That if it shall be ar- 
tempted to remit by the way of England, 
‘the loss will be also considerable, the pre- 
sent rate of exchange with that country 
being now above par, and rising, and would 
indubitably be enhanced, should Govern. 
ment come into the market for large pur- 
chases; and the rate of exchange between 
England and Holland, being by the last 
advices ten guilders eight stivers per pound 
sterling, nor likely to become more favour. 
able, which supposing the whole amount in 
bills on England to be procurable (which is 
not believed to be the fact) at 168, would, 
including the commission of one per cent. 
| in England, amount to forty-three and a 
half cents per guilder: That the Bank of 
the United States having been applied to, 
has refused to undertake to contract for 
making the necessary remittance: and that 
the two only considerable offers made to 


the Secretary are now submitted to the 
Bord, 
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Board, viz. The Manhatten Company offer 
to reinit the whole, at the rate of forty- 
three cents. per guilder. Alexander Bar- 
ing offers to remit guilders 3,140,488 
16 1-2 payable in Amsterdam, at the fol- 
lowing dates, viz.—ist January 1803 
605,000 guilders. —Ist February, 685,000 
ditto.—i1st March, 425,000 ditto—Ist 
June, 1,425,487 16 1-2 ditto— And at 
a rate of forty-one cents per guilder, pro- 
vided, however, that the United States shall 
sell to him the two thousand two hundred 
and twenty shares of the Bank of the United 
States, owned by the United States, at 
forty-five per cent. advance, or at the rate 
of five hundred and eighty dollars per share ; 
which last proposition is recommended by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, as the most 
eligible ; as exclusively of the advantage- 
ous rate of exchange, thereby secured, the 
transaction will not have any nafereartble 
effect cn the rate of exchange generally, and 
hy so considerably diminishing the demand, 
will enable the United States to obtain what 
is still wanted at a reasonable rate: and be- 
cause in his opinion, the price obtained for 
the Bank shares is more than could be ob- 
tained, were they thrown in the market for 
sale, and more then their intrinsic value. 
Whereupon it was resolved, by the board, 
«That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
authorised to sell the shares of the stock of 
the Bank of the United States, belonging 
to the United States ; and that the proceeds 


thereof be applied to the payment: of the 
capital or principal of any part of the debt | 


of the United States, which had become due | 
to the Bank of the United States, before or . 
during the course of the year l7 o6, and which | 


remains still unpaid, in conformity to the | 


provisions of the act ertituled “ An act 


making provision for the payment of cer. 
tain debts of the United States,’’ passed on | 


the sist day of May 1796.” 
(Signed) 


James Manpison, Secretary of State. 


Acs. Gatiatin, Sec. of the Treasury, 
Levi Lincoin, Attorney General, 


Attest. Epwarp Jonrs, Secritary to the 
Board of Commissioners of the Sinking- 
Fund, 

SS 

REPORT LAIDIBEFORE THE HOUSE OF RE- 

PRESENTATIVES, BY THE COMMISSIONERS 


OF THR SINKING FUND, ON ‘THE send 
FEBRUARY 1803. 


- The commissioners of the sinking fond 
respectfully report to Congress as follows : 





— 
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The measures which hav been authorised 
by the Board subsequent to their report of 
the 19th of December r801,-as far as the 
same have been completed, are full ly de. 
tatled in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury to this board, dated the 3d day of 
the present month, andin the proceedings of 
the officers of the Treasury therein referred 
to, which are herewith transmitted, and 
prayed to be received as part of this report. 

All which is respeétfully submitted by 
A. Burr, Vice President of the United 
States, and President of the Senate—James 
Manppison, Secretary of State—ALBert 
GatvLaTin, Secretary of the ‘l'reasury— 


Levi Lincotn, Attorney General. of the 
United States. 


Washington, Feb. §, 893. 





Report of the Secretary of the Treasury ta 
the Commissioners of the Sinking Fund, 
for 1801 and 1802. 


The Secretary of the Treasury respect- 
fully reports to the Commissioners of the 
Sinking Fund, 

That since the date of the last‘ report to 
Congress of the 16th Dec. 1804,- and to 
the Ist Jan. 1802, the following parts of 
the principal of the public debt “have been 
discharged : 


1. In the payment of instalments ef six per ccm» 
stock, viz. 

Seventh mstalment of the 6 per 
cent stock, which, pursuant to the 
“ Act making further provision for 
the support of public credit, and for 
the redemption of the public debt,” 
| passed the 3d March 1795, and the 
j act in addition thereto, passed the 
28th April 1796, became payable for 











the year 1801, - 805,846 3° 
First instalment oe the deferred 
6 per cent. stock, which, pursuant to 
the acts above recited, also ‘became 
payable in the year 1801, - -* 272,416 24 
1,978,262 5A 
- 2. In payment of the tenth and last 
instalment of the -subscri loan 
for bank stock due on the teat day of 
December 21201, - - 900,000 'P 
Amounting todallars “aarbaba 5 od 
Which payments-were-made-out of te 
following fa undss | Mek, 
1. The interést fund on ! 
accrued on the’ stock purchased, and 
transferred to i of 
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3. The fund arising from dividends 
en the capital stock which belonged 
to the United States in the bank of 
said States, from 1st January 1800, te 
goth June 1801, after deducting the 
interest on the subscription loan, for 
the same period, - . m . 

4. The fund arising from the sale 
of public fands, being the amount 
drawn by the agent to the commis- 
sioners, pursuant to the act of 3d 
March,1795,  - ° ° - 

5. The proceeds of the duties on 
goods, wares and merchandize im- 
ported; on the tonnage of ships or 
vessels, and on stills and spirits, dis- 
tilled in the United States, appropri- 
ated by the 8th section of the act of 
3¢ March, 1795, intituled “ an act 
making further provision for the sup- 
port of public credit, and for the re- 
cemption of the public debt,” - 


94,3202 Oo 


162,021 29 


709,218 57 





Making in the whole the amount 
ef the reimbursements of 6 per cent. 
stock, and the soth and last instal- 
ment of the subscription loan for bank 
stock as aboye stated, dolls. 1,278,262 §4 

That besides the above-mentioned reim- 
bursements, there remained at the close of 
the year 1801, an unapplied balance of 
guilders 2,314,846 gst. applicable to the 
payment of the principal and interest of the 
Dutch debt for the year 1802, and consist- 
ing of remittances purchased and paid for 
before the 1st day of January, 1802, beyond 
the sums wanted to meet the demands in 
Holland during the year 1801. 

That during the year 1802, the follow- 
ing disbursements were made out of the 
‘Treasury, on account of the principal and 
interest of the public debt : 

1. There was paid on accoynt of 


the reimbursement and intcrest of the 
domestic debt, the sum of stiv. 4,654,699 61 


2. On account of principa} of mo- 
nies borrowed of the bank of the 


United States, - = © 1,390,000 0 
3. On account of interest on do- 
mestic loans, - - - - 162,205 © 


4- On account of reimbursement 
of capital and interest of Dutch debt, 


exclusive of repayments into the Trea- 
sury, = >  39243,065 91 


5. On account of debts dus to fo- 
i 73994 92 


14,966 84 


oe cmerrs - - - 
6. On account of certain parts 
the domestic debt, - - - 
thoes? dolls. 9,372,752 28 

Which disbursements were made out of 
the following funds : 
4, From the funds iated 
the 1st section cf the “ act for 
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red to the commissioners of the sink- 
ing fund, - - - : 326,449 92 
From the fund arising from pay- 
ments into the ‘Treasury, of debts 
which originated under the kite go- 
vernmient, - - - . S88 79 


From the fund arising from divi- 
dends on the capital stock, which be- 
longed to the United States, m the 
bank of said states, from 1st July, 
1801, to 31st December following, 

From the fund arising from the 
sale of the public lands, being the 
amount of monies paid into the ‘l'rea- 
sury, in the year 1802, - . 

From the proceeds of duties on 
goods, wares and merchandize, im- 
ported, and on the tornage of ships 
or vessels, - - 


33,960 @ 


179575 $3 


6,759,225 77 





Making in the whole the annual 
appropriation by law for the year 
1802, under the act aforementioned, 7,300,000 @ 

2. From the proceeds of goods, 
wares, and merchandize smported, 
and on tonnage advanced by the 
Treasury, in order to enable the com- 
missioners in Holland to make the 
payments in time, conformably to the 
sth section of the “ act nraking pro- 
vision for the whole of the public 
debt,” and being in part, and on ac- 
count of the annual appropriation of 
7,300,000 dollars for the year 1803, 

3. From the proceeds of 2220 
shares of the capital stock of the bank 
of the United States, which have 
been sold in pursuance of the “ act 
making provision for the payment of 
certain debts of the United States,” 
the proceeds of which have beco 
placed inthe Treasury, + = 


785,152 28 


1,287,690 © 





Dollars, 9,372,752 28 





That the above-mentioned disbersements 
made during the year 180¢, and amounting 
to dollars 9,372,752, 28, together with 
the above-mentioned balance of guilders 
2,314,846 gst. which remained unexpended 
on the ist January, 3862, have been ape 
plied as follows ; that is to say, 


1. To the payment of the interest which, during 
the year 1802, acerued on th» whole of the publre 
debt, including domestic loans, dolls. 4,065,738 47 

2. To the reimbursement of the following _ 
of the debt of the United States which have been 
discharged during the year 1802, viz. 

Teupetity “be obtained of the bank of the 
United pone acai A 

From the proceeds of 2220 shares 
of bank stock, - + dolls. 1,287f00 © 

From the pfoceeds of duties on 
merchandize and tonnage, - 

Instalments of the tch debt, 


a4ce 6 


| which became due by contract in 


1802, viz. 


1784, 
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_ sth and last ditto of 
1,000,c00—of 1st of June, 
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| 1801, and include also the sums in the se. 
| . . . 

veral species of stock transferred in each of 








1787 - ie, - 200,000 . , 
4th do. of 1,000,c00— those years in payment for lands sold be- 
of 13th March, 1788, 200,C00 longing to the United States, that is to say, 
3d do. of 3,000,coo—-of | In 1%01, Dollars, 23,816 58 
1st Feb. 1790, - - 600,000 102, 15,518 49 
1st do. of 2,500,000-—of All which ts respectfully submited. 
2d March, 1791, - 500,009 Arserr Gat 8 
1st do. of 2,050,000—of T> D igi aruane-dueten 
goth Nov. 1791, . 410,000 reasury Department, Feb. 34, 1803. 
Ist do. of 6,000,000—of seman aw ern 
4th Dec. 1791, 1,200,000 


-——— 3,360,000 o 
at 40 cents in stiv. 1,344,000 a 





Making together the sum of stiv. 2,634,000 o 





3. To the provision necessary for the reimburse- 
iment of the $th instalment of the 6 per- cent. stock, 
and the 2d instalment of the deferred 6 per cent. 
stock, becoming payable the ist January, 1803, 
estimated at the sum of dolls. 1,117,269 37 


And that besides the above-mentioned re- 
imbursements and payments, there remained 


at the close of the year 1802, exclusively of 


the amount of sundry protested bills still 
outstanding, and of unexpended balances in 
the hands of agents, an unapplied balance, 
estimated at guilders 5,914,606 10st. ap- 
plicable to the payment of the principal and 
interest of the Dutch debt for the year 1803, 
and consisting of remittances purchased and 
paid for before the ist day of January, 
1803, beyond the sums wanted ta meet the 
demands in Hojland during the year 1802. 


No purchases of the debt of the United | 


States have been made since the date of the 
last report to Congress, and the accompany. 
ing statements exhibit for the years 180i 
and 1802 respectively, the operations at the 
‘Treasury, in the transfer of stock to the 
commissioners of the Sinking Fund, in trust 
for the United States upon the reimbursement 
of the foreign debt in the years 1800 and 


REPORT laid before the House of Represens 
tatives, Ly the Secretary of the Treasnry, 
respecting the Fisheries of the United States, 
on the 29th of Jan. 1308. 

Treasury Department, 29th ‘Fan. 1803. 


Str,;—I have the honour to enclose a 
statement prepared in obedience to the reso- 
lution of the House of Representatives, of 
the 24th inst. 

The duties paid on the importation of 
foreign fish being laid on the value, and not 
on the quantities, there are. no documents in 
this department by which those quantities 
can be ascertained, 

As the number of seamen employed in the 
cod fishery could not be ascertained, for 
each of the ten years embraced in the state- 
ment, without delaying for a considerable 
time the report, it was thought best to 
transmit at present only the number employ- 
ed for the year 1800; which, bya compa- 
| rison of the tonnage for that year, with that 
for each of the preceding years, will shew, 
without any material error, the number of 
seamen employed during each year. ‘The 
general result gives an annual average of 
about 33,000 tons, and 5,000 seamen, em- 
ployed in the cod-fishery. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 
AcLBEertT GALLATIN. 
The speaker of the House of Representatives. 








Abstract of the quantity of Fish exported from the United States ; the amount of Lounties ven 
allowances paid; also the tonnage of vessels employed in the Cod and Whale Fisheries, an 


duties accruing thereon, for the years 1791 to 1800 inclusive. 


—_ 






























































| FISH PXPORTED, jp Rowites So ANCE Cp onage cme Tosnage €m| Dytig o 
i “We Ouintals. \ Barrel K \visions ex- [ployed in the ‘we Adel the oe ag Bo Tonnage. 
f ARS. Ruinials. arreis. |. CNS. \ported. tishicries. c shery. : i 
Dollars. | Dollars. Tons. Tons. a re 
{ 3790} 383,237 1575424 | —— | 27,787 32,542 | t— ‘as 
% | 364,898 | 48,277 | —— | 44,772 — 32,062 — ; 4 
3 372,825 | 45440 } —— 16,73% 72,965 38,177 _— we 
4 | 436,907 | 36,929 | —— | 13,768 | 93,769 | 23,121 4139 | 32 
5 | 400,318 | 55,999 | —— 14,855 66,280 30,939 3,163 a 
6 | 3775713 | 84558 | 5,256 | 16,999 76,890 36,556 | 25364 os 3 
HM 406,016 | 69,782 79351 12,399 80,476 ¥ 40,423 1,104 Bee 
431,175 "| 66,827 | 6,220 | 19,220 94,084 | 40,964 a ..< ey 656 
9 421,495 | 63,542 | 15,993 20,769 | 128,606 ~ | 31003 - 63 55 
4800 | 392,726 | 0,388 | wad03 | 438,325 | 87,853 | 25,787 sat 5 — 
* Fhis column includes th maile Tor bouiiti of both fish -and-salted provisions 5 ended 
informality with. which several ofthe collectors feturns are inabe out, the papments in miany instances being Oem 
hk it is oe a correct discrimination. | to thetycar 1794s 
_ and those only enrolled ve do not distinguish the tonnage employed in the whale fishery _prior ee 
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The number of men employed in the cod 
fishery for the year 1800, was 8,141, which 
would give, on the average of 10 years, be- 
tween 4 and 5,060 men per ann, 

None of the returns shew the number of 
men employed in the whale fishery. 

Treasury Depariment—Register’s Office, 

Fan. 28, 1803. 
Josera Noursg, Register. 








REPORT LAID BEFORE THE HOUSE OF RE- 
PRESENTATIVES, BY THE SECRETARY 
OF THE TREASURY, RESPECTING THE 
TONNAGE OF THE UNITED STATES, ON 
THE 8TH OF FEBRUARY, 1803, 


Treasury Depariment,—Register’s Office, 
Feb. 17ih, 1803. 


*1r,—I have the honour to transmit the 


annual statement of the district tonnage of 
the United States, on the 31st December, 

1801 ; formed from the quarter yearly ab- 
stracts rendered by the several collectors of 
the ports of the United States to this office, 
and exhibiting, 

Tons, QSths 
632,907 8 
278,271 31 

36,398 9 


The registered tonnage at 
Enrolled or licensed ditto, 
Fishing vessels, - - - = - 





Amounting to tons, - + - «+ 947,576 48 





The registered tonnage, according to the’ 
mode prescribed for the colle¢tors, and as 
stated in your communication to Congress 
of the 27th Feb. 1801, has been corrected 
in all the distri@s except eight ports; the 
names and estimated existing tonnage where- 
of are, viz. 

Hstimated existing registered tonnage calculated on 

. a reduction of other ports. 


Tons. 9S5ths. Tons. 95ths. 
- 9,083 39 — 7,500 


Marblehead, 
- 5405 15 — 4,500 


Plymouth, - 


Perth Amboy, - = - 43676— 436 76 
Philadelphia, - = 109,036 40 —70,000 
Vienna,- - = = = = 77868 — 778 68 
York Town, - = ~ = 1,073 40 


Wilmington, N. C. - 3,637 30 — 2,600 
Waldoborough, - - - 43,805 13 = 3,000 





; 133,256 27 —83,915 45 
Difference to be deducted 
from the registered tonnage, + = + 44,340 73 





133,256 27 


Deduéting, therefore, 44,340 73-g6ths from 
632,907 8-g5ths, the registered tonnage, 
on the 3ist Dec. 1801, may be stated at 
588,566 30-g5ths. 


The tonnage being calcu 
at recess « full 9 





Tons. 95the. 
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The enrolled tonnage at the amount 
on which duties were paid for the 
year 180%,at - = = «© = = 

And the fishing vessels, ditto, - - 


224,740 
35,997 


-_- — 
Exhibits the actual tonnage of the 
United States on the 31st Dec. 
1801,tobe + = = = + = 849,303 30 
With respe& to the licensed and enrolled 
tonnage and fishing vessels, a variation of 
about 50,000 tons more is stated from the 
abstracts as rendered by the collectors than 
upon the amount upon which duties were 
collected. But as every enrolled vessel by 
law renews het license every year, the du. 
tied, licensed, and enrolled tonnage, exhibits, 
from a recent examination, more correétly, 
the aggregate tonriage in the coasting trade 
in each year, than can possibly be formed 
from the abstracts, which are continually 
varying, from an exchange of marine papers 
at the custom-houses. Any further correc. 
tion of this species of tofnage, other than 
arises from the usual examination of the 
marine abstracts, mayy it is presumed, be 
dispensed with. 
The total amount of tonnage oft which 
duties were paid in the year 1801, was 
Tors. QSthts 





Registered tonnage, - = = = 799,304 

Coasting ditto, - - * = = = 224,740 

Fishing vessels, - *+ = = = = 35,997 
—_— —_— 
1,060,041 


The total amount of actual district 
tonnage, as above estimated, 


gist Dec. 1801, was, - 849,303 30 


ad 
Difference, 210,736 65 
Arising fromm vessels employed in the coasting 
trade, making more than one voyage in a year, the 
same being subject to a duty upon each voyage-—— 
vessels were built in the several districts in the year 
1801, and which took out registers forthe forcign 
trade, - 91,890 42 
And which took out licenses 
and enrolments for the coasting 
trade, - - - - 





32,864 8t 


dl 


In all, tons 124,755 28-95the. 


oneal 


I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. &c. 
‘ JoserH Nourse, Register, 


Hon. Albert Gallatin, Secretary of the Tréasury, 
. os 


- 


A Memoniat on the question, * Whe- 
ther it be advantageous for France 
to take possession of Loutsiana i 
Presented to the krench Government 
by Mr. Livingston, the American 
Minister at Paris. 

This question presents itself in two points 
of view : First, in the relation of commerce 
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and manufactures: Secondly, in those of the 
positive or relative force of France. 

Colonies do not excite interest for their 
own-sake, but only as respeéts the influence 
they may have on a nation; and as one 
man alone is more useful by remaining at 
home, than two by removing at a distance, 
a wise nation does not seek to colonize, 
until she has a superabundance of popula- 
tion, which she cannot usefully employ in 
any other way, 

Though very considerable, the population 
of France is very far from having reached 
the term which renders colonies necessary : 
her soil, climate, and local situation give 
her, as a commercial, and especially as a 
manufacturing nation, great advantages over 
all the nations of Europe. ‘The spirit of 
invention, the taste and industry of its in- 
habitants, place her in the first rank. But 
those advantages are wonderfully abridged 
by the want of capitals sufficient to make 
usc of them. A rival nation, greatly in- 
ferior in every one of these particulars, has, 
by the effect alone of an immense capital, 
obtained the superiority, not only in com. 
merce, but also in manufaétures ; and these 
advantages, by increasing the national for- 
tune, furnish it with the means of maintain. 
ing that very superiority. ~ 

Capitals increase the number of manufac- 
tures, by the introduction of machines, by 
the regular payment of workmen, by the 
reduction of the- interest of money, and 
especially by the possession of new markets. 

None but rich individuals can undertake 
those slow and expensive speculations, which 
often give the superiority to a manufaQure. 
A poor merchant cannot undertake lon 
voyages, returns from which are slow ; they 
are reserved for the wealthy, who can give 
credits long enough to tempt foreign na- 
tions to give his articles the preference over 
those of other nations, which expect a quick 
return for theirs. ‘The want of capitals in 
France, is such, that no manufa¢turer has 
at his command a quantity of articles suffi- 
cient to answer the demands ; and conse- 
quently no foreigner can be sure to obtain 
from his French Correspondent wherewith 
to make his returns without retarding his 
vessel in. port, or; at least, without bei 
obliged to tate a considerable quantity o 
articles of inferior qualisy, picked up in a 
number: of different manufattories ; so that 
if he commits any fraud, no one can be 


charged with it. This senders the character 





of a manufacturer of very little importance 
in the eyes of a French workman. 

Hence when a foreign vessel, especially if 
owned at a great distance, sells her cargo 
in France, :he is ordered to take nothing 
but wines or brandies, because they are the 
only articles which the owner is sure to 
procure in sufficient quantities, in the fixed 
time. 

In England, on the contrary, he will 
find all sorts of goods, in one hour, from 


| one manufacturer, the reputation of which 
would suffer, if the whole supply were not 


of the same quality with the sample. This 
corisideration will ever induce a foreigner to 
apply to an’ English, in preference to a 
French merchant, for a purchase of goods of 
the same kind. Hence cargoes are sold in 
France, and the proceeds carried to Eng- 
land, there to be sold for articles which 
France might supply, if her manufacturers 
were rich enough to answer every demand, 
in a short time, without compelling the 
purchaser to have recourse to a great num- 
ber of manufa€tories. 

This inconveniency can only be removed 
by increasing the capitals of manufatturers. 
It would be too great a deviation trom my 
subject, to point out the means of obtaining 
those capitals ; but it is evident, that they 
must be considerably lessened by the form- 
ing of a navy, at the expence of manufac- 
tures, or by using the capitals of the nation 
in distant countries. It is beyond doubt, 
that capitals open new channels ; for nothing 
is more natural for merchants whose capital 
is small, than to content themselves with 
aéting the part of brokers or commission- 
merchants, to those who can supply them 
with goods on credit; and for this very 


| reason, England lost nothing- by the inde- 


pendence of America. Her immense capt- 
tals have created a tmonied. dependence, 
which, in a commetcial relation, replaced 
the supremacy she had lost in the govern- 
ment. ‘The increase of capital in America, 
frees it in some degree from that depen- 
dency, and by furnishing her with the means 
of extending her commerce, and even (0 
offer capitals to other nations, which know 
how to calculate the value of the markets 
which she offers to manufaétures and to the 
of Europe. ; 
Tr will be caily granted, that colonies 
beyond the seas add nothing to the force 0 
a nations these are, on the contrary, We 
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expence, both in men and money ; expe- 
cially if they be in hot and unhealthy 
climates. 

The question, therefore, is reduced to 
this--.Has Frauce a saperfiuity of men and 
money great enough to justify the settling of 
a new colony ? 

Those which France already possesses in 
the West-Indies and at Cayenne, are more 
than sufficient for her wants, and even the 
wants of all Europe, if they were cultivated 
so as to produce all they are capable of. 


But how are they to be cultivated? Expe- | 
perience has proved that the inhabitants of | 


hot climates never work from want: force 
alone can supply the two great spurs to 
labour in northern climates, hunger and 
cold, which nature has placed in those se- 
vere climates. Hence slavery alone can 
fertilize those colonies, and slaves cannot 
be procured but at a great expence. 

The Spanish part of Hispaniola was al- 
most uncultivated for want of slaves. It is 
now possessed by France; and, to render 
it of advantage, it will be necessary to lay 
out immense capitals in slaves, in buildings, 
and in improvements of uncultivated lands. 
Others will be necessary to make up for the 
Josses of the French part of that, not to 
mention the other islands. Where are those 
capitals to be found? Men who travel into 
distant and unhealthy climates are seldom 
wealthy. ‘Those riches must therefore be 
found in France, or in some country that 
has a superfluity of capital. If they are 
found in France, it can only be, to a certain 
degree, at the expence of internal manufac- 
tures, It may, however, appear advanta- 
geous, in a national point of view, to en- 
courage the use of the riches of France for 
that object; considering the extreme fer- 
tility of the French West Indies, and their 
present situation of culture, those funds wail 
soon yield a profit. But as long as money 
will command so high an interest ; so long 
as the interior of the republic shall offer 
monied mena source of speculations, and 
property shall lie in so few hands, it will 
‘be difficult to induce the majority-of them 
‘to dispossess themselves of this capital to 
send it at a distance, and run the risk of 
the integrity of their agents, and all those 
whom recent examples have taught them 
to dread. © 


Foreign coin was formerly introduced 


into France, through the United Provinces ; 
but the present state of the Batavian colo- 
- mies, and the losses they have sustained by 
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the war, leave but little hope, that much may 
be used in the restoring of French colonies, 
The United States possess considerable 
capitals in money, and productions necessary 
to the restoration of the islands. No great 
credit, in money, will probably be given to 
the planters ; but with suitable encourage. 
ments, there is no doubt they will be able 
to obtain those productions which must, 
were it not for that circumstance, be paid 
for in cash; and the commercial specula- 
tions of the United States will extend to 
the French islands, when the public and 
private credit of France shall have been re. 
stored ; and when experience shall have 
convinced the people how unwise it is to 
establish a revenue upon foreign trade, 
while it is, in fact, collected from their own 
citizens. At Hispaniola, a duty of 20 per 
cent. is paid upon articles introduced by 
strangers. ‘This duty is in fact paid by 
strangers ; and it happens that fraud, and the 
bad administration of the custom-houses, is, 
as usual, a source of vexation for toreien 
merchants. But it is the planter who 


| furnishes the money, for: this tax is always 


added to the price, and even an interest is 
advanced upon it as a compensation for the 
vexations which the captains experience in 
their commerce. What then is the effect 
of that operation, if not to take from the 
planter one-fourth part of the money which 
he had so much difficulty to get from 
France? Or otherwie to stop, by that 
means, partly the re-establishment of the 
capitals which alone can render the islands 
finally productive? I say finally, for it is 
folly to believe that they would yield to 
France a compensation for her actual outsets, 
unless it be after a great many years. I 
will even say, that unless the ports of His. 
paniola are open to every vessel loaded with 
articles of necessity, unless the inhabitants 
have the right of buying cheap, and selling 
dear, by encouraging the rivalry between 
the sellers and purchasers, unless every sort of 
vexation is removed, and strangers receive 
every possible security for their capitals in the 
islands, ages will pass away before Hispa- 
niola will cease draining France of its 
riches and strength, without offering her 
any equivalent return. 

It is, therefore, evident, that if France 
had no other possession beyond the seas, 
except her islands, ic might casily place all 
the capital of which she now can, and pro- 
bably hereafter will be able to dispose in a 
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But if to all this we add the immense 
possessions in Guyana, her productions, and 
the capitals necessary to carry the whole of | 
it to its full value; if we add the sertle- | 


ments necessary to be made in India, if the | 


design be to bring into the ports of France 
that variety of articles which invite ex- 
changes, and give commerce its due acti- 
vity, we shall and, that one century at 
Feast will pass away before France may 
want possessions of that kind. 

But as France has, like other countries, 
but a confined capital, the only question is, 
avhere shall this capital be placed ? Shall it 
be, here? inthe West Indies? at Cayenne? 
in India, or at Louisiana? For it is obvious, 
that what will be placed in one of those 
settlements will be at the expence of ano- 
ther ; it is equally so, that the national ex. 
penditures wall increase with her colonies ; 
and that, in case of war, the points of at- 
tack and defence will be muluplicd in tne 
same ratio. 

Abie statesmen have questioned, whether 
colonies were useful toa country situated like 
France; but my design is not to examine 
this theory. France has colonies ; she has in- 
vited her citizens to goand carry their riches 
to them; honor requires that she keep and 
protect them; but she is under no obliga- 
tion tocreate new ones ; to multiply points 
of defence ; to squander away the capitals 
she wants at home and abroad. How could 
the possession of Louisiana be useful to her? 
In the first place, its cultivation is to be car- 
ried on, as in all warm countries, by slaves ; 
the capitals spent in buying them, or the 
slaves themselves, would have been carried 
to the Islands, if this new channel had not 
apened. This rivalry will rise the price of 
slaves for the planters, and may thus much 
retard the settlement. 

On their arrival at Louisiana the slaves 
will be employed in the barren occupation 
of felling the large forests with which this 
immense country is covered, a labour but 
little suited to slaves, for it requires being 
long accustomed to the axe ; and force artd 





a€tivity are seldom found in slaves. They 
must be clothed, fed, and maintained during 
whole years, before any profit can be de- 
rived from them. What I am about to re. 
late may serve to determine that period. In 
the northern and middle states of America 
the usual term of a quit-rent lease in the 
new lands is ten years free from rent, and 
after this the lessee pays 12 bushels of wheat 
for every 100 acres, forever. It is, there. 
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fore, obvious, that the first ten years are 
considered as a time of expense, during 
which term the Owner requires no payment, 
But in the Southern States new lands cannot 
even be given out on those terms, because 
the white planter sets a higher value on his 
labour, and the clearing of forests requires 
too great outsets for any one but the owner 
of the land. 

Who then will cultivate Louisiana with 
slaves ? Who is the citizen willing to be. 
stow large capitals upon so precarious a pro. 
perty, with the prospect of a distant return? 
_ Uc may be asked, why does it not happen 
in the Southern States? It is answered, first, 
because none are southerly enough to be 
wholly tree from the colds of winter, which 
renders savage life very difficult to men 
born in hot climates; and secondly, because 
the Southern S:ates ure mostly surrounded 
by the sea, and by mountains, the whole 
population of which is white, and which 
cut off the communication between the slaves 
and the vast forests of the interior parts. 

But let us suppose all these difficulties 
overcome, what commercial advantages can 
France derive from the settlement of this 
colony ? The productions of Louisiana being 
the same with those of the West-Indies, no 
advantage is to be reaped ; for the islands, 
being well cultivated, will suffice for the 
wants of France, and even all Europe, The 
introduction of those from Louisiana would 
only lessen the price, without adding any 
thing to the value, and France would be 
obliged, to prevent the ruin of those who 
had employed their funds in the colonies, to 
imitate the Dutch, who destroy their spices 
and teas, when the quantity of these com- 
modities in Europe is large enough to cause 
a depreciation of their value. 

‘Lhe produétions of Louisiana, which do 
not grow in the West Indies, are only lum- 
ber, and perhaps rice ; but it is certain that 
those productions, considering the difficulties 
of procuring them in a hot and unsalubrious 
climate, will not cover the outsets, or at 
least will not yield the same profitsas would 
be procured by raising them in the islands, 
in procuring the same or other and more v3- 
luable articles. : 

The proof of this is found in the United 
States :«-It is not from Georgia nor South 
Carolina that the West-Indies are supplied 
with lumber, but chiefly fromthe Northern 
States, where forests are more scafce 4 
more valuable than in the South ; the caus¢ 


of this isy that the svpplying of war 
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the mills necessary to prepare them for sale, 
all these are the work of free hands, which 
are satisfied with a moderate price. 

I shall presume farther to lay down, how- 
ever paradoxical it may seem, that it is not 


advantageous for France to supply herself 


with lumber, even if she could procure it 
from Louisiana.---I have two reasons to of- 
fer: What lumber the Northern States sup- 
ply her colonies with, is paid for in molas- 
ses and some rum. ‘The first article costs 
the planter nothing ; for, were it not for 
that, this would be an useless production of 
his sugar, and ihe second is but a very mo- 
derate expense for distillation. I1f it were 
not consumed in America, molasses would 
be thrown away as useless, and this was the 
case when America was a British colony, 
because French commerce does not offer any 
other market for that commodity. 

It may, therefore, be said, that the co- 
Jonies have from the United States /umber for 
nothing. Should, on the contrary, a set- 
tlement be formed in Louisiana for the sup- 
plying of that article, every expense and 
outset of this establishment, all the labour 
necessary to cut, saw, and transport it to 
the place where it is to be sold, would be a 
real loss for the nation, even admitting that 
the cutters, and other men employed, should 
take, as payment, molasses and rum, be- 
cause their labour would produce nothing to 
the nation. 

But it is certain that Louisiana could not 
furnish a-market for molasses or rum; 1t 1s 
only in New-England, (Northern States, ) 
that those articles are consumed. ‘The in- 
habitants of the South prefer ardent spirits, 
distilicd from grain, apples, and peaches, to 
those distilled from molasses. 

On the supposition, therefore, that the 
planters supply themselves with lumber in a 
French colony, exclusively at Louisiana, 


they would be forced to pay for it in money, 


or objects of real value. If the right of 


supply is not exclusive, it is null, because 
the Jabourer of a southern climate cannoi 
work as cheap as the robust son of ‘the 
North. 

It might be thought that molasses would 
still find*a market in New-England, though 
it were no longer the price of lumber. It 
would be an error. They have no other 
reason to take it, than its being offered in 
exchange for an article, for which they have 
few other markets. Let the colonies refuse 
lumber from the North, spirits from grain, 
apples, d&c. will immediately be substituted 

4 








to those from sugar, because the price of 
rum would immediately be higher. Then 
it will be that every sort of commerce be. 
tween them and the colonies will cease, un- 
less it be for provisions, which they will 
necessarily require to be paid for in money, 
or what will pass in foreign markets for 
money. 

The second reason why France ought not 
to get her lumber from Louisiana, even 
though she might doit, is, that in case of 
war, supposing England shon!d preserve her 
naval superiority, no sure calculations could 
be made upon receiving provisions ; and they 
could not be supplied from the United Srates, 
for that commerce, having been abandoned 
since the peace, those whom it then em. 
ployed have sought other objeéts of indus. 
try ; and saw-mills, erected to prepare that 
lumber, are out of use, and will vot easily 
be set up again at the renewal of hostilities ; 
so that the misfortunes which are the conse. 
quence of it would be doubly distressing to 
the colonies. 

It is therefore very evident, the coloniz- 
ing of Louisiana would, in a commercial 
point of view, be very injurious to France, 
because it would employ c ‘pitals, which 
would be more usefuiiy employed in other 
colonies ; because those camiua!s would lie 
dormant for several years, and because ad- 
mitting they should become produftive for 
individuals, they would add nothing to the 
national mass, and would have no other 
effect than to lower the price of colonial 
produce, and lessen the profits of their Ja- 
bour. 

It might however be thought, that the 
possession of Louisiana would afford one 
more market to French manufaftures, and 
thus compensate the expence of the nation 
for its settlement. ‘This question deserves 
a particularexamination, and the provision. 
ing or the consumption of French manufac. 
tures may relate either to the free or bond 
population. 

lf it be the free class that is to be mus. 
tered by emigrants from France, it will be 
composed of that portion of the people, 
which not only couid support themselves in 
France, but, besides, increase the national 
riches by their industry. For France is not 
overburthened by her population, and con. 
sequently every emigration will form a va- 
cuum somewhere, or abandon some useful 
branch, which will no longer be carried on. 
The emigrant carries away with him a por. 


tion of the general good, in the mass of the 
pro. 
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productive labour of the mother country ;| to upwards of 600 livres per annum, so that 


he also carries away with him a: portion of | 


the capital, for he never goes with empty 
hands, and as | have already observed, ten 
years must pass away before his settlement 
produces beyond his first necessaries. He 
must, at the same time, live with the 
strictest economy, for having nothing to 
offer in exchange, he receives scarcely any 
thing from the mother country, and the na- 
ture of the southerly climates require verv 
tew of the articles necessary in Europe. It 
is therefore beyond all doubr, that as to the 
present emigrant, the few articles furnished 
him by French manuofattures will not cover 
the loss which the nation will sustain of his 
own labour ; besides he will consume much 
less in America than he would in France, 


and besides, his labour, the manufacturer, | 
who supplied his wants in both countries, | 


will be a loser by his emigration. 

Black population will still less contribute 
to the support of French manufaétures, be- 
cause their consumption in articles of dress 


4s very small; and even in South Carolina 


it does not amount to more than forty livres 
a year foreach negro. At Louisiana, where 
the winter is still less severe, it will be re- 
duced in proportion ; it will consist in cot- 
ton, principally worked in the country, and 
still more smuggled from the United States. 
But if the whole were brought from France, 
after deduGting the raw materials, which 
must be purchased, the whole profit of the 


French manufa¢turer will not amount to- 


more than 30 livres for each negro every 
year. Now, as each slave will cost the na- 
tion 1000 livres, and as this capital sould 
have produced in France at least ten percent. 
in every other commerce or manufacture, the 
difierence between 100 livres French pro- 
duce, and 30 livres produce of the Louisi- 
ana clothing, gives the real loss to be sus- 
tained by France in the first ten vears, dur- 
ing which they can only, as I have said be. 
fore, supply their first wants, if so much ; 
and as a certain number must die by the 
change of climate, and a umber will run 
away, the real loss of France on every slave 
imported and employed in Louisiana must be 
100 livres every year. | 

But if we add .to this the profit which 
this very slave could have furnished, if 
transported to the islands, (and it is certain 
that ail the slaves carried to Louisiana are 
so many hands taken from the islands) we 
shall find that the aétual loss of the nation, 
in the interruption of laboury will amount 


the first loss for the nation, in the introduc. 
tion of 1000 slaves to Louisiana, will be 
600,000 livres, It is true, that if peace 
continues, and if, in opposition to expecta. 
| tion, the colony should prosper, the rich 
planters will make a great eonsumption of 
French goods, but that of the slaves will 
ever be very small, or their labour without 
profit , because, as I have already observed, 
being employed to cultivate articles which 
the islands can more easily supply for évery 
demand, and the sale of which is confined, 





by increasing the quantity, they will only 
| lessen the prices of those commodities which 
it is essential for France to keep high, be. 
cause she possesses the most fertile islands. 
I know there.is an opinion entertained by 
many, wiz. That French goods, in their 
way tothe Mississippi, will find a marker 
in the western part of the United States. 
The most complete ignorance of the naviga- 
tion of that river could alone have given 
rise to such an opinion, which is likewise 
grounded on the ignorance of the wants of 
the inhabitants. It is certain that the wines 
of France are not fit for climates as hot as 
those they must cross before they asrive tn 
the Western States ; that they are still less 
suited to the means and taste of the inbabi- 
tents, who are more accustomed to their 
‘own liquors, such as cider, beer, whiskey, 
}and peach-brandy ; the latter, with time, 
becomes superior to the best French brandy ; 
so that, instead of receiving those articles 
through Louisiana, they might themselves 
‘supply the colony with them. As to the 
| articles of glass and earthen-ware, they are 
| made in every part of the Western States, 
‘where the raw materials are every where 
found. ‘The demands for china-ware are 
small, but if they were large, French ware 
is too dear to hurt the sale of china. 

Large iron works are also wrought on the 
spot, and English hard-ware has so well- 
known a superiority over the French, that 
the latter would certainly remain unsold, if 
both were exposed at market. The only 
articles which might, peseaees be intro- 
duced into the country, would be silks, cam- 
brics, anda few other articles of beauty. 
But even all these can never pass throug 
the river Mississippi. ‘The dangerous 04- 





vigation of the gulph, the long and expen- 
sive distance oan gainst the current, the 





large capitals of the English and American 


merchants at Philadelphia, and the great 





improvements which are made oe aj 
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the roads and inland navigation, will cause 
land carriage to be preferred as far as the 
Ohio, and other rivers, whence they are 
carried to the settlements easily and cheaply. 
Tt is a well known fact, that dry goods 
have been carried from Philadelphia to New 
Orleans by land, by that route, in preference 
tosea carriage. It is, therefore, visionary 
to believe that goods from France will be 
carried that way ; whilst the enterprising 
English, who have the right of navigating 
that river, and the prejudices of the Ame. 
ricans in favour of their manufactures, never 
attempted to introduce their goods that 
way, because they well know that they are 
more easily brought by Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. But should France be desirous 
of introducing, that way, more bulky ar. 
ticles into the Western States, and accus- 
tom the inhabitants to their wines and ma- 
nufactures, it could only be by putting New 
Orleans into their hands, with the reserve, 
that it shall ever be a free port for French 
vessels and goods, without being subjected to 
any other duties than those paid by the 
Americans. By this means the American 
merchants, settled at New Orleans, may be 
interested in their commerce; instead of 
going to England, their capitals will go to 

rance ; the latter will have all the ad. 
vantages of a colony without the expence 
of supporting it, and the money which 
American activity obtained from the Spa- 
niards, would go to France; for England, 
which has not the same means, and which 
pays higher duties, could not supply those 

oods at so low a rate. 

But should France, on the other hand, 
resolve to keep the island, a great propor- 
tion of the capitals of the commerce of New 
Orleans, which are especially in the hands 
of the English and Americans, will natu- 
rally take the course which the United 
States shall fix, and that must be a rival 
place of commerce with New Orleans, 
which being rid of the vexations conse- 
quent upon a military government, at a 
distance from the sovereign, will draw, in 
spite of all the disadvantages of its situa- 
tion, the whole commerce of which the 
other is at this day the centre. 

The boundaries established between Spain 
and the United States, and very lately be- 
tween the English and Spanish possessions, 
have deprived the inhabitants of Louisiana 
-of their share of the fur-trade, which it 
~must be confessed was not, nor could ever 
be, very important, as the peltry of the 
Vor. III. 
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South are of but little value ; the few skins 
are of no importance to commerce, as may 
be seen in the tables of importation of New 
Orleans. Goods are ever to be transported 
from the Mississippi in the United States, 
that way. 

In these considerations I have kept no 
account of the pains, expences, and loss of 
men, which are inseparable from new set. 
tlements in a marshy country, and a burning 
climate ; the invasion of Indians; the in- 
surrection of slaves ; the insubordination of 
the troops ; the abuses committed by officers, 
remote from the sovereign’seye. All these 
inconveniences united, or only a few of 
them, are enough to stop an undertaking, 
and ruin a settlement. A very important 
observation is, however, to be made, and 
that is of some weight. Many of those 
who will carry their families to Louisiana, 
observing that the lands are as cheap on the 
American side, will prefer settling there, 
even in time of peace ; some, because they 
will prefer the government of that country, 
others by caprice, others through spite, or 
to rid themselves from a military govern. 
ment, such as that of Louisiana must neces. 
sarily be. ‘That wish must be general ia 
the case of a war between France and Eng. 
land ; for admitting that the latter maintains 
her naval fuperiority (as I have already 
proved in another place she must, unless 
France changes her commercial system in 
order to establish it upon more liberal prin. 
ciples), the mouth of the Mississippi will be 
blocked up, and the planters in the French 
colonies will be reduced to the greatest dis. 
tress, while those of the United States will 
derive from the war the greatest benefit, 

Then it will be, that a great part of the 
capitals brought from France to Louisiana, 
will pass into the United States, where are 
found farms, already cleared, for one half of 
what it would have cost a French planter ta 
clear his: because an American, familiar- 
ized from his infancy to the use of the ax, 
has acquired a dexterity and a muscular 
strength which are never obtained by a man 
used. to other business. 

The experience of the past is wholly in 
support of these observations, Though 
settled for one century, Louisiana has never 
prospered under either the French or the 
Spanish government. And one half of the 
commerce of New-Orleans is zow carried on 
with American capitals, under the guaran- 
tee of their treaty with Spain. As soon as 


the French will plant a rival colony, that 
Xxx commerce 
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commerce wifl be carried on in any other 
place in the United States, which the policy 
of their government may judge proper to 
encourage. 

If the settlement of Louisiana is not ad- 
vaniageous to France in a commercial view, 
because it diverts capitals from a much more 
important channel, it is still more contrary 
to her intérests in a political point of view. 
—America is of the utmost importance to 
France, whether considered as a commercial 
Of maritime power. I have explained my 
opinion fully in this first relation, on another 
occasion ; as to the other, there is no ques- 
tion than an agricultural nation, which, by 
her industry and her raw materials, is able 
to procure all the superfluous luxuries of 
Europe, and whose habits and occupations 
prevent them from manufacturing for them- 
selves, there can be no question that such a 
nation must afford a very important market 
to the inhabitants of the old world. 

In this view, the commerce of the United 
States is considered as very profitable to 
England; but when French manufactures 
shall have obtained all the improvement of 
which they are capable, when commerce 
shall be established upon a suitable basis, it 
will present a much greater variety of ar- 
titles upon which to support itself, than the 
commerce of England, Woollen articles 
and Hardwdre are the only articles which 
Ametica receives from England ; but France 
shall furnish not only all these, but her 
agriculture will gain by the saleof her wines, 
Hy brandies, and her oils. Those advan- 
tages, added to the relative situation of 
France and the United States, which re- 
moves every suspicion of rivalry between 
them, both by sea and land, have exhibited 
France as the natural ally of the United 
States, to the eye of those who havé con- 
sidered, in the extent of her power, a new 
pledge of the security of their commerce and 
their future tranquillity. ‘They have done 
homage td the wisdom of those statesmen 
Who, at the conclusion of an advantageous 
Wir, have thought that France would gain 
more by securing the solid friendship of the 
United. Stites, thai by acquiring a terri- 
tery which would be for them an object of 
jealousy, atid might again force them under 
the dorination of 4 people whose yoke 
a had just assisted them to shake of | 

I am hot ignorant. how delicate it is to 
foretell political misfortunés, which might 
Fesult to Frafice and the United States from 
the possessién Of Louisiana and the Floridas 
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by the former. I must either concéal that 
which truth would have me say, Or on the 
other hand frighten certain querulous minds, 
who may fancy they see a threat in my 
frankness. Nevertheless, a citizen of one 
of the two nations, and strongly attached to 
the other, I hope that those to whom this 
memorial may be delivered, will be able to 
set a just value on the motives of my con. 
duct, and will see in it nothing but my ex. 
ertions to remove every subject of dis. 
pute between two people formed to assist 
one another ; and although I am too well 
acquainted with the resources of my own 
country to dread the power of any of the 
European nations, it will easily be seen, that 
I am incapable of conceiving the ridiculous 
idea of threatening a government which has 
seen all Europe bend the knee before its 
power. 

I have observed, that France and the 
United States are in a respective situation, 
so fortunate as to have no point of collision. 
They may assist, without being tempted to 
hurt one another in any manner. This 
commerce is useful to both nations; this 
union of sentiments and interests rests upon 
principles which ought to form the maritime 
code, and deliver the universe from the ty- 
fanny founded by Great Britain, which she 
maintains, and which never will be com- 
batted with success, until the other powers, 
by uniting, will abridge her means, by 
transferring to nations more moderate a part 
of her commerce ; and as there are no nations 
on the globe whose consumption offers to 
foreign manufactures resources as vast as 
those offered by the United States, if we 
consider with what rapidity this consump- 
tion increases, the means which America 
has of creating a navy when her political 
situation shall render it necessary, we shall 
be obliged to own that France must have 
very strong motives and very powerful, to 
induce her to abundon these advantages, 
and change a natural ally, from a ae 
friend, into a Suspicious and jealous neig- 
bour, and perhaps hereafter into a declare 
enemy. . ; 

Ee tnce has proved, that two nations 
could not be neighbours without cng 
rivals; and if this be true of two ng 
bouring nations, it may be said with § “i 
more truth of a colony formed by a gre 

Sh Wad, ABLE GRIER eth eed “aroan the 
and powerful naticn, remov ~ on 
metropolis, and of a people cage - 
the territory of the other. The in 4 
this “is plausible ; Where two eighbout’ 
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neighbours, every thing passes under the in- | preserving her commerce with America, 
spection of the sovereign; the quarrels are | 


as soon extinguished as kindled; but when 
the governor of a colony, calculating upon 
the protection of :he metropolis, is guilty of 
an act of hostility, the wound gets, gan. 
grened, before a physician can be called. 
The offended sovereign, who also thinks 
that the offender will be so much the more 


strongly supported, as his nation is more | 


powerful, tries every means, in order to 
anticipate on the hostilities which he dreads, 





which she now possesses almost exclusively, 
securing her colonies to be able, in case of 
war, to invade the French colonies, and 
especially, of preventing the union of the 
commerce and navy of France and the U sited 
States, upon which alone France can engraft 


‘her naval superiority. 


‘session of Canada? 


uses reprisals, and both nations are at war | 


befcre any explanation has taken place. 


If there be a situation in the world which | 


may be attended with these consequences, 
it certainly is that of France, when she is 
in possession of New-Orleans. - It is situ- 
ated in such a manner, as to block up the 


great passage towards the sea from a great | 


number of States, and a very extensive po- 
pulation which increases rapidly. 

A military government is about to be 
established on the island. The General, 
proud, with reason, of the glory of his na- 
tion, will cast on every thing that surrounds 


him a look of superiority ; commerce will | 


be degraded; and merciants, subjected to 
the despotism of men, who will seek, in 
the laying up of riches, a recompence for 
their privations in the remote and insalu- 
brious country whither they are sent. The 
colony presents no lawful means of growing 


It may be asked, why those jealousies 
which I seem so much to dread for France, 
have not taken place for England, in pos- 
First, because Great 
Britain has prudently separated her terrirory 
by a natural limit which prevents the con. 
tact of the two nations, While she occupied 
the western posts, the United Srates saw 
her with jealousy, and it is beyond doubt 
that hostilities and a national hatred would 
have been the consequence when the increase 
of American population in that part had 
taken place ; when those forts were given 
up, numerous symptoms had already mani- 
fested themselves. 

Secondly, because the usual road of the 
exports of the United States being made 
through their own rivers, there is no im. 
portant communication between them and 


| Canada, 





i 
| 


But it is chiefly because Upper Canada is 
inhabited by American emigrants, who, in 
case of a rupture, would join, according to 
all appearances, to the United States, had 
not the spirit of their government been to 


rich, except those (slow and progressive) | prevent the extending of their limits. 


of commerce and agriculture---ill suited | 


means for soldiers. However vigilant the 
mother country, she will not prevent, at 
that distance, the vexations which may be 
exercised. On the other hand, the govern- 
ment of the United States will nor be able, 
in a thousand instances, to restrain the pe- 
tulence of the near inhabitants, bordering 


on the limits of the Mississippi; to confine | 


their vengeance wholly, and compel them 
to expect from diplomatic representation a 
slow justice. Hatred will take place be- 
tween the two people ; the bonds of friend- 
ship will be destroyed, and the government 
of the United States, which ever shares the 
sentiments of the people, will be forced, by 
its situation, to alter its political relations. 
Then, for the sake of guarding themselves 
-against their old ally, for a pretended act of 
hostility, they will form a cautionary.con- 
nection with England, which will be sedu- 
lous in obtaining her alliance, and will ex- 
cite. her resentment against France ; because 
in that alliance she will see the means of 





| 
| 





But, after all, what political or commer. 
cial advantage can France receive from 
the possession of New: Orleans, and of the 
East Bank of the Mississippi, that may balance 
the loss which, in these two points of view, 
she will sustain in the rivalry withthe United 
States? The Floridas are a narrow strip of 
barren land, incapable of defence in case of 
a rupture, and which will cost more than 
ic is worth to guard, garrison, and the pre» 
sents to the Indian ‘I'ribes. However ad- 
vantageous New Orleans might be for the 
United States, it will be of very tncon- 
siderable value for France, when che foreign 
capitals shall be taken from it, or a rival 
city shall be established on the American 
side. From the best information, I find 
that one-third of the best commercial houses 
employed in New Orleans, are Americans 
No sooner will a military government be 
established in the country, than all these 
commercial houses, with the capitals which 
support them, will pass into the United 
States,.to that place assigned them by the 

Xxx2 treaty 
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treaty with Spain, or to the Natchez, 
where every vessel which may go to New 
Orleans may be received.—Large vessels, 
from France, have already arrived there, 
and unloaded their cargoes without difficulty, 
and as the soil is so much the more advan- 
tageous as we penetrate further, there is very 
little doubt this establishment will rival that 
of New Orleans, when the American ca- 
pitals shall have been taken out of it. 
When the United States shall have declared 
the Natchez a free port, New Orleans will 
be very little as a place of commerce, and 
only an object of useless expence for France, 
and an inexhaustible source of jealousy be- 
tween France and the United States, 

The cession of Louisiana is nevertheless 
very important to France, if she applies it 
to the only use which sound policy seems to 
dictate. I speak of Louisiana alone, and, 
by this, I do not comprehend the Floridas, 
because I think they are no part of the ces- 
sion. As it can, by this cession, acquire 
the right of carrying on the Mississppi a 
free trade, if she knows how to profit of this 
circumstance, by a perfect understandin 
with the United States, she will find markets 
for a very great variety of articles, when she 
has accustomed the inhabitants of the western 
countries to prefer them to the English, 
which she can only obtain by selling them 
cheaper, and she can only sell them cheaper, 
by interesting the American merchants to 
sell them, to have the use of their capitals, 
and by engaging the government of the 
United States to give them the preference. 


‘All this can take place only by the cession of 


New Orleans to the United States, wish 
the reserve of the right of entry, at all 
times, free from all other duties than those 
paid by American vessels, together with the 
right of navigation on the Mississippi. 


This would give her vessels an advantage 


over the vessels of all other nations, will 
retain and even increase the capitals of New 


‘Orleans, where the provisions for the islands ’ 


will be bought at the cheapest rate possible, 
and where the articles of her manufactures’ 
will be introduced in the western coun- 
tries :—The United States will have no in- 


terest in preventing it, for every reason of} 


rivalry. will be: removed. Then France 
-will command respect, without inspiring 
fear to the two nations whose friendship is 
the most important for her commerce, and 
ithe preservation of ‘her islands ; and -all 
‘these advantages will be. obtained without 
‘the «xpence of establishments, which ruin 
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the public treasure, and divert capitals from 
their true object. 

But if, on the one side, France keeps 
New Orleans, by attempting to colonize 
Louisiana, she will become an object of 
jealousy to Spain, the United States, and 
England, which powers will not only dis. 
courage her commerce, but will compel her 
to make expensive establishments to secure 
the possession of it. 

In the foregoing observations I have con- 
fined myself to observations which presented 
themselves, without having recourse to sub- 
tilties, which only serve to mislead the 
judgment. J have exposed simple facts with 
candour and all the simplicity of language, 
Ifa reply is made, it will be by pursuing a 
contrary course. With eloquence 2nd so. 
phistry they may be combatted and ob. 
scured ; time and experience will demon. 
strate their solidity. 








An Agreement bétween the Seneca Indians 
and a company of Dutch Merchants, for 
the sale of lands in Ontario County, 1u the 
State of New-York. 


Tuomas Jerrerson, President of the 
United States of America, to all whom these 
presents shall come, greeting.— Whereas a 
treaty was held on the 30th day of June last, 
under the authority of the United States, 
with the Seneca Nation of Indians, at Buf- 
falce Creek, in the county of Ontario and 
State of New York, and at the said treaty, 
in the presence of and with the approbation 
of John Taylor, Esq. a commissioner of the 
United States, appointed to hold the same, 
an indenture or agreement was entered into 
between the said nation of Indians and Wil. 
hem Willink and others hereinafter men- 
tioned, which indenture or agreement 1s in 
the words following :—This indenture made 
the 30th day of June, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and two, 
between the Sachems, chiefs and warriors of 
the Seneca Nation of Indians of the first 
part, and Wilhem Willink, Peter Van Eeg- 
hem, Hendrick Vollenhoven, W. Willink 
the younger, I. Willink the younger, “er 
of Jan) JanyGabriel Van vee: Sate 

1 . 


Van Staphorst the y Ty 
lenhoven and Hendvick Seve, all of the city 


of Amsterdam and republic of Batavia, by 


Ellicott, Esq. their agent and attor- 
Joy "of the ect part. Whee af 8 
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States with the said Seneca Nation of In- 
dians, at Buffaloe Creek, in the county of 
Ontario and state of New-York, on the day 
of the date of these presents, by the hon. 
John Taylor, Esq. a commissioner appointed 
by the President of the United States to 
hold the same in pursuance of the constitu- 
tion, and of the act of the Congress of the 
United States in such case made and pro- 
vided, a convention was entered into in the 


presence and with the approbation of the | 


said commissioner, between the said Seneca 
Nation of Iudians and the said Wilhem 
Willink, Peter Van Eeghen, Hendrick Vol- 
lenhoven, W. Willink the younger, I. Wil- 
link the younger, (son of Jan) Jan Gabriel 
Van Staphorst, Roelof Van Staphorst the 
younger, Cornelius Vollenhoven, and Hen- 
drick Seve, by the said Joseph Ellicot their 
agent and attorney, lawfully constituted and 
appointed for that purpose. Now this in- 
denture witnesseth,—TThat the said parties 


of the first part, for and in consideration of 


the lands hereinafter described, do hereby 
exchange, cede, and for ever quit claim to 
the said parties of the second part, their 
heirs and assigns, all those lands situate, ly- 
ing and being in the county of Ontario and 
state of New-York, being part of the lands 
described and reserved by the said parties of 
the first part in a treaty or convention held 
by the hon. Jeremiah Wadsworth, Esq. un- 
der the authority of the United States, on 
the Genesse river the 15th day of Sept. 
1797, in the words following, viz. Be- 
ginning at the mouth of the eighteen mile 
or Koghquawga creek, thence a line or lines 
to be drawn parallel to lake Erie, at the dis- 
tance of one mile from the lake, to the 
mouth of Cataraugos creek, thence a line or 
lines extending twelve miles up the north 
side of said creck, at the distance of one 
mile therefrom, thence a dire&t line to the 
said creck, thence down the said creek to 
lake Erie, thence along the lake to the first 
mentioned creek, and thence to the place of 
beginning. Also one other piece at Cata- 
rangus, beginning at the shore of lake Erie 
on the south side of Catarangus creek, at the 
distance of one mile from the mouth thereof, 
‘thence on a line parallel thereto to a point 
within one mile from the Con-non-.dan we- 
gea creek, thence up the said creek one mile 
on a line parallel thereto, thence on a direct 
line to the said creek, thence down the same 
‘to lake Erje, thence along the Jake to the 

of beginning ; reference being there- 


place of begi 
: ‘unto had will fully appear. ‘Together with | 
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all and singular the rights, privileges, here. 
ditaments and appurtenances thereunto be- 
longing, or in any wise appertaining. And 
all the estate, right, title and interest what- 
soever of them, the said parties of the first 
part, and their nation, of, in and to the said 
tracts of Jand above described, to have and 
to hold all and singular the said granted pre- 
mises, with the appurtenances, to the said 
parties of the second part, their only proper 
use, benefit and behoof for ever. 

And in consideration of the said lands de. 
scribed and ceded as aforesaid, the said par- 
ties of the second part, by Joseph Ellicor, 
their agent and attorney as aforesaid, do 
hereby exchange, cede, release and quit claim 
to the said parties of the first part and their 
nation, (the said parties of the second part 
reserving to themselves the right of pre- 


-emption,) all that certain tract or parcel of 


land situate as aforesaid. Beginning at a 
post marked No. O, standing on the bank of 
lake Erie, at the mouth of Cataraugos creck, 
and on the north bank thereof, thence along 
the shore of said lake N. 11 degrees, E. 2 

chains, E. 13 degrees E. 45 chains, N. 19 
degrees E. 14 chains 65 links to a post 
thence east 119 chains to a post, thence 
south 14 chains 27 links to a post, thence 
east 640 chains to a post standing in the 
meridian between the 8th and the oth ranges, 
thence along said meridian south 617 chains 
75 links to a post standing on the south 
bank of Cataraugos creek, thence west 160 
chains toa post, thence north 290 chains 25 
links to a post, thence west 482 chains 31 

links to a post, thence north 219 chains 50 
links to a post standing on the north bank of 
Cataraugos creek, thence down the same and 
along the several meanders thereof to the 
place of beginning. To hold to the said 
parties of the first part in the same manner 


| and by the same tenure as the lands reserved 


| 


' 
; 


| 
| 








by the said parties of the first part, in aud 
by the said treaty or convention entered into 
on Genesse river the 15th day of September, 
1797, as aforcsaid were intended to be held. 
In testimony whereof the partics to these 
presents have hereunto, and to other inden. 
tures of the same tenor and date, one to re. 
main with the United States, one to remain 
with the said parties of the first part, and the 
other to remain with the said parties of the 
second part, interchangeably set their hands 
and seals, the day and year first above writ- 

ten. 
Con-nea-ti-a—Koe-en-twah-ha, or Corn. 
planter-——Wou-dou-gooh-ka — Tc-kon-nou- 
du-— 
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du—Te-ki-am-dau —Sa-go00-yes—Jaw-yo- 
eau-na, or Blue Sky—Koving-quan-tah, or 
Young King—Ka-oun-doo- wand,or l*ulard. 
Con-na-wan-de-au—Soo-no-you—-Au-wen- 
nau-sa—Sao- goo- ya-wou-law,or Red Jacket 
— Cosh-kau-tough — Te-yo-kai-hossa — 
Oua-ya-wos, or Farmer’s Brother—So-nau- 
goi-es—Gish-ka-ka, or Little Billy—Sus- 
$a-O0-Wai'l, 

Wilhem Willink—Pieter Van Eeghen— 
Hendrick Voilenhoven—-W. Willink, the 
younger —I, Willink the younger, (son of 
jan) Jan Gabriel Van Staphorst, the younger 
~-Cornelius Vollenhoven— and Hendrick 
Seye—by their atrornev, Joseru ELuicor. 

Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
John Thomson, Israel Chapin, James W. 
Stephens, -—and Horatio Jones, and Jasper 
Parrish, Interpreters. Done at a full and 
general treaty of the Seneca Nation of In- 
dians, held at Buffaloe creck, in the county 
of Ontario, and state of New-York, on the 
thirteenth day of June, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and two, 
under the authority of the United States. 
in testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal the day and year aforesaid, 
Joun Taytor. Now be it known, that I, 
Tuomas J errerson, President of the United 
States of America, having seen and consider- 
ed the said indenture or agreement, do, by 
and with the consent of the senate thereof, 
accept, ratify, and confirm the same in every 
clause and article thereof. In testimony 
whereof I have caused the seal of the United 
States to be hereunto affixed, and signed the 
same with my hand. Done at the city 
of Washington, the twelfth day of January, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and three, and in the twenty-seventh 
year of the Independence of the said United 
States, THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

By the President, James Manvison, Se- 
¢cretary of State. 








The following reply of Mr. Adams, late 
President of the United States, to some 
gentlemen wha congratulated him ou the 
anniversary of bis birth day, throws great 
light on same parts of. bis administration 
which have bitherto been considered, ia 
some measure, inexplicable. 


| 
Gentlemen,—As.every gentleman here is. 


at least as ind 


ependent of me, as I can pre- |. 
acnd-to be of him ; as there is.no imaginable 


motive of hope, apprehens 





‘of an unutterable indignation. 





ension, of any sinis. | 
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| ter or private interest, which could have 


prompted you to such a manifestation of 
your friendly sentiments, I am fully assured 
that this visit is the result of feeling, and 
not of ceremony. The performance of the 
parts which were cast to me, in the course of 
the revolution, though the scenes were in the 
secret conclave of a congress, without gal. 
leries, and with closed doors, or at a thous. 
and leagues distance beyond seas, and the few 
spectators or witnesses are almost all dead, 
I shall leave to the candour of the public, 
and the judgment of posterity, with such 
traditionary lights as they may possess. 
After as careful a review as I am capable of 
taking of the civil administration, durin 
the period when I was President of the 
United States, I see nothing of any conse. 
quence to repent or regret. Some measures 
were the effect of imperious necessity, much 
against my inclinations.—Others were the 
measures of the legislature, which, although 
approved of when passed, were never previ- 
ously proposed or recommended by me.--- 
Some of them, left to my discretion, were 
never executed, because no necessity for 
them, in my judgment, ever occurred. I 
shall say no more upon this subject at present, 
but this, we were emancipated from two bur- 
thensome yokes, the French Treaty and Con- 
sular Convention, which were grievous to 
us, and would have been intolerable to our 
children. The nation in future, unshackled 
with positive stipulations, will have only to 
consider her duties to foreign powers by the 
law of nations, and to estimate her interest 
by an honest and impartial policy. Let me 
add one observation more. Under the con- 
tinual provocations, breaking and pouring in 
upon me from unexpected as well as expected 
quarters, during the two last years of my ad. 
ministration, he must have been more of a 
modern epicurean philosopher than I ever 
was, or ever will be, to have borne them all 
without some incautious expressions, at times, 
I have no 
other apology to make to individuals or tO 
the public. ‘The prospett of national great- 
ness is as sure and certain as.that of nati 
existence. ‘The Union is our rock of ’ 
8 well as our pledge of grandeur. ~ And. 
this reason Ehesitate not to f end to 
you as a sentiment---‘¢ a union of. hones! 
men,” J sobre, geatienen, fie; 


an a 


d.for your lives, 5 ’ 
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Extra&s fromthe American Papers, relative 
to the NAVIGATION and Commerce of 
the Countries bordering on the Mississ1P- 


? . . 
PI, and also relative to the Exports 
from the British province of Canada. 


Louisville, Dec. 1, 1802.—Dauring the 
last month, a brig of 20v tons burthen was 
built at this place for Messrs. Meeker and 
Co.; she sailed down the Ohio, to the 
mouth of Cumberland river, where she took 
in acargo of cotton, and then descended the 
Mississippi, bound for Liverpool. 

Natchez, Fan. 17.—On Wednesday last 
arrived at this port the ship Mary, Captain 
Darling, from Boston ; she came up witha 
fair wind, and afforded a most pleasing spec- 
tacle toa great number of our citizens, who 
assembled on the bluff to witness the arrival 
of the first American ship that has attempted 
to ascend the Mississippi thus far. Also ar- 
rived on the same day the schooner Bee, Cap- 
tain Brag, from the same port. We are in- 
formed that the schooner Nancy, Captain 
Morris, from Philadelphia for this port, 
passed Fort Adams a few days since. 

Pitisburgh, Feb. 11.—The ship Pitts- 
burch, of 270 tons burthen, was launched 
on Tuesday Jast from the ship-yard of 
Messrs. Tarascon Brothers, James Berthoud, 
and Co; she is owned by those gentlemen, 
and was built under the dire¢tion and super- 
intendance of Captain Beebee. Judges pro- 
nounce her a very handsome vessel, and her 
materials are of the best and most substan- 
tial kind. 

New-York, March 8.---Exports from 
the British province of Canada, during the 
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year 1802: 144,189 beaver skins ; 23,808 
martins ; 18,855 otters; 11,148 minks ; | 
7,377 foxes; 16,899 bears; 184,256 deers; | 
148,882 racoons ; 17,377. open and casted 
hats; 1,483 elks; 4,562 wolves; 26,289 
musquash ; 5,719 kitts; 3,356 squirrels 
and hares ; 8092 seals; 18@castorum ; 6,407 
fisher ; 988,413 bushels wheat; 28,297 
barrels flour ; 22,042 cwt. biscuit; 4,680 
bushels barley ; 16,121 cwt. pot ash, (last 
year ten times this quantity) ; 2,300 tons 
of new shipping, independent of vast quan- 
tities of lumber, beef, &c. “ 











_ AMERICAN DISCRIMINATING DUTIES. 
The following able examination of the tion of 
“the American discriminating, and of the British 








discriminating, 
duties on bos commerce of the | 
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two countries, appeared in the New York Fvene 
ing Post, under the title of “ An Examination of 
the Report of a Committee of the American Con- 
gress,’ recommending a repeal of the discriminat- 
ing duties. The report will be found at length in 
page 417 of vol. I. and various other papers on 
the subject, will be found by referring to the ine 
dexes of the three volumes of the Register. 


The Committee have saved us the trouble 
of proving it, by expressly admitting in the 
outset, that the *‘discriminating duties have 
tended greatly to increase the navigation of 
the United States, have given the ship- 
owners an advantage over foreigners in 
the carriage to the United States of salt, 
wines, &c. &c. and enabled them to be al. 
most exclusively the carriers of all the fine 
articles of importation necessary to the con. 
sumption of the country. This policy, 
(they add) combined with the advantages 
resulting from the late war in Europe, had 
increased the American tonnage to an amount’ 
(it is believed) not inferior to that of any 
nation in Europe, except Great Britain.”’ 

After this broad and important admission, 
we think we are justified in demanding from 
those who now propose to give up those 
duties, very satisfactory reasons for the 
measure. And what reasons have they 
given? They shall be candidly examined. 

We did expect to have found among the 
first, the late peace. This was solely re- 
lied upon last winter, when the subject was 
first introduced by General Smith. It was 
then said by this Gentleman, and echoed by 
his friend Mr. Giles, that although our dis. 
criminating acts operated like a charm in 
time of war, yet were they calculated to 
injure usin time of peace, and they weré 
both, therefore, very urgent to have them 
repealed at once. ‘The house, however, were 
not quite able to discover the force of their 
observations, refuted by the bare inspection 
of the annual return of tonnage for the last 
ten years, and the subject was suffered to 
sleep for that last session. It is now reviv4 
ed with equal ardour, indeed, but its advo. 
cates, instead of relying on the change in 
circumstances, produced by peace, abandon 
that, and confine themselves to another and 
distinct ground, then also taken, though 
rather as a subordinate one. It was then 
said by them, in the house, that the English 
had * overdone’ the treaty, and carried the 
right reserved to them, further than they 
were warranted to catry it; and now the 


Committee say, ** it is believed that the 
Parliament 
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Parliament of Great’ Britain, by-a- statute 
passed the 4th of July 1797, (in exercise of 
that reserved right) have exceeded the fair 
intent and meaning of the treaty of amity, 
&c. &c. and that to obwiate.the disadvan- 
tages thence resulting to the carrying trade 
of the United States, it is expedient to re- 
linquish our discriminating duties in favour 
of such foreign nation, as will agree to 
abolish such of their discriminating or coun- 
tervailing duties, as are in their operation 
injurious to. the interests of the United 
States.’’ 

That such a reason should be advanced 
by certain speakers in the heat of debate, is 
not very surprising, but that it should be 
gravely incorporated into a formal report of 
a Committee of Congress, as the leading 
motive of a Resolution, is matter of un- 
feigned astonishment. What is the amount 
of it? 

Great-Britain, under pretence of making 
provision to carry into effect a particular 
stipulation in her favour, as reserved to her 
by treaty, passes an act which on the face 
of it palpably violates an important ar- 
ticle of that very treaty. To put the case: 
We oblige importations in British bottoms 
to pay, Say 10 per cent. more than importa- 
tions in our own; by treaty they have a 
right to countervail by doing the same 
thing, instead of which they pass an act 
obliging our importations to pay 20 per cent. 
more than their.own.. What is in this case 
to be done? What course~shall the United 
States pursue ? Shall- we remonstrate against 
the injury, and in- terms becoming a great 
nation, demand immediate and adequate re- 
dress, or shal] we give up our 10 per cent, 
which had “produced important advantages 
to individuals, and a great accession to the 
revenue, in hopes that Great Britain will 
an-turn give up her 20 per cent. Oh!. the 
Jattcs by all means, says an American poli- 
tician + Tet us have no difficulties if they can 


any- way “be “avoided ; let-us by all means 


forego our rights though they are indis- 
putable, for in this quiet and economical 


amanner all. the disturbance may be hushed-up 


at once. But we- shall observe to this 
Committee, that however: advisable and 


.e¥en laudable it'may be in one individual 


46 overlook offences, or to submit to com- 
promise, yet he must be little acquainted 
with what belongs to the character, of a 
Statesman. who supposes this is the course to 
be«pursuedby a-nation. . §* Seldom.is it 
safe for it-(says: Vattel)- to dissemble or to 
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pardon an injury ;’” suffering an injury 
without requiring complete satisfaction is 
always imputed to weakness, and. is the 
means of soon receiving others that are the 
most atrocious,’’ Can we then refuse to 
say as to the case before us, that if we allow 
the accusation of the. Committee against 
Great. Britain to be well founded, the course 
they recommend is no less despicable for its 
pusillanimity than it is remarkable for its 
folly. But before we give way any fur. 
ther to our indignant feelings against the 
English, it may not be amiss to bestow a 
few moments in examining how far the 
Committee are warranted in advancing this 
charge. 

By our countervailing act passed in 1790, 
importations in foreign vessels were made 
liable ta pay 10 per cent. on the several 
rates of duties payable on importations in 
American bottoms; and in the second sec- 
tion of the 15th article of the treaty of 
amity, commerce and navigation between 
Great Britain and the United States, the 
tight was reserved to the former to impose 
a duty adequate to countervail the difference 
of duty then payable. to the Jatter on im- 
portations in British bottoms here,. that is 
to say, 10 percent. on the several rates of 
duties payable in their own country by 
their own importers. The treaty was made 
in 1794, but the British Government did 
not proceed to avail themselves of the sti- 
pulation in, her favour till. July 1797, and 
the act was to go into operation in January 
1798. ‘To prevent all dispute and cavil as 
to the exact import of this act, we repub- 
lished it at length in the Evening Post on 
the 27th of January last, when we had this 
subject first under consideration. And now 
let General. Smith, or any of the Committee, 
turn.to-the act, and tell us in what part of 
it they find the obnoxious clause which au- 
thorises them to charge Great Britain with 
having ‘* exceeded the fair intent and mean- 
ing of the treaty of amity, &c.” On this 
subject we take a direct issue with the Ger- 
tlemen, and. deny, explicitly, that the act 
does in any one. instance swerve from the 
‘¢ fair intent and: meaning of the treaty; 
nay, if we were disposed to be the adva- 
cates of a foreign nation, we could go fur- 
ther, and say, that this statute is in the 
highest degree liberal, allowing in one very 
important instance a favourable construc- 
tion for us, where to say the least it was 
doubtful. «-It- is for those who take the 





| affirmative to make good their ailegation 
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ut present it is sufficient to oppose assertion to 
assertion. 


AMERICAN AFFAIRS. est 


| toa prohibition to all the world besides. But 
this she had an indispuiable right to do, and 


We proceed to ¢xamine the correctness of we have no cause to complain, provided the 


the report as te the countervailing duties on 
certain articles Which they have selected to 
shew in what manner Great Britain “ has ex- 
ceeded the fair intent and meaning of the 
treaty,” or wherein she gets an advantage aver 
lis in its strict observance. We shall take up 
the several articles in their otder. 

Fish Oil, and Tobacco, are first mentioned 
as objects on which the highest countervailing 
tluties have been imposed. ‘The former is in- 
teresting to the northern; the latter to the 
southern States, and if the repeal of the discri- 
minating duties will tend to raise the value of 
these articles, it must of course be popular both 
in the north and scuth. We shall soon see 
how the truth fies. 

*« The countervailing duty on fish dil, (say 
they) is 11631. 12s. 2d. sterling per ton of 252 
talions, and upon tobacco Is. Od. per 1001b.” 
‘ihe facts are correct as far as they go, but can- 
dor we think forbad then: to make this partial 
Statement. Fair dealing required of the Com- 
mittee, if they meddied with these articles at 
all, to state every thing material toa right un- 
derstanding of the subject. We shall now do 
it for them. 

Great Britain, strongly impressed with a due 
sense of the policy of encouraging het fisheries 
as a nursery for seamen, Kas passed several 
statutes fur this purpose, during the reigns of 
William, William and Mary, Ann, and more 
especially of his present Majesty. By sundry 
acts passed 26, 27, 28; and 20 Geo. III. Bri- 
tish built ships, owned by British subjects, and 
manned by three fouiths British sailors, are en- 
titled to large bounties for the whale fins, oil 
and blubber, caught by them in the Greenland, 
Southern-whale, Newfoundland, or British 
fislicries, so called, according to the tonnage of 
the vessel, the number of hands employed, and 
a priority of arrival. By the statutes Car. IT. and 
Geo. IIT. oil, blubber, and. whale fins, taken by 
British ships, whose owners and crews are of 
Great Britain, and imported there, are duty 
free. If taken by natives of British plantations, 
and imported in ships whose owrters are of 
such plantations, the duty on train oil is 13s. 
$d: per ton, drawbeck 10s. 2d.; if taken by 
natives of British plautations, and imported in 
ships of British owners only, the duty is Qs. 11d. 

er ton, drawback 8s. 5d.; but if imported in 

ritish or foreign ships from Europe, the dut 
on train oil, blubber, or fish oil, is 191. 1s. 1 I. 
(fractions are rejected) and imported in Ameri- 
can ships from the United States, 201. 17s. 5d. 

From this statement it is perceivable at dnce, 
that the object of Great Britain was to afford 
encouragement to her own fishermen, not im- 

rters merely, and that for this purpose she 
bes imposed so heavy duties on all oi} not taken 
by her own subjects, in her own vessels, fitted 
out for the purpose, and in them imported, as 
in short amounts, and was intended to gmount 

Vor. III. 








| countervailing duty does not exces 10 percent. 
| on the duty laid on the sme article, when im- 
| ported undet the same cireumsiauices in her 
| own ships. Now according to the table fur- 
nished by the Cotimittee, that duty amounts 
to 191. Is. Id. and 10 per cent. on that would 
be Il. 18s. 1d. The duty laid is 11. 16s. 3d. 
nearly 2s. less than she had a‘ strict right by 
treaty to ley. But we shall now assert in con- 
tradiction to the implied opinion of the Com- 
mittee, that this counlerrai/ing duty hever has, 
'nor never can have any weight in preventing 
the exportation of the article thither. Fis/, 
ot/ is not, nor had been for many veirs before 
any countervailing duty was laid, (excepting a 
very few tons at the close of the late war) ex- 
ported by atiy merchant from the United States 
to Great Britain. 

The Committee add, that “in consequence 
of the countervailing duty, a British ship of 

250 tons, carrying 250 tens of oil to Great 
Britain from the United States, will pay 
| 4531. 15s. sterling less duty thereon, than the 
same oil would pay, if imported into Great 
Britain in an American ship;” instead of 
| which they should have stated; that such 
| British ship would have to pay as duty on her 
oil 47031. 10s. 10d. (a duty so enormous as to 
render the importation in such ship next to im- 
a) and that an Ameri¢an ship would 

ave to pay 4521. 15s. more than the British 
ship; but as the duty before was prohibitory, 
this addition 2s a cowntervail, is nearly or quite 
immaterial. 

The Committee therefore, in selecting this 
as an article on which countervailing duty has 
been laid by the British, “* to an extent greater 
than the treaty will warrant,” as well as in the 
endeavour to make it be believed that it is the 
countervailing duty which prevents us from 
exporting it thither, are justly charged with ma- 
' terial misrepresentation. It would not become 
|usto say this has originated in design; we 
would charitably impute it to carelessness or 
ignorance. 

In the article of Tobacco they have not been 
more fortunate. ‘ By the satne operation, (say 
they,) a British ship of 250 tons, carrying 400 
hoesheads of tobacco of 1200lb. each, to Great 
Britiin from the United States, would pa 
ativl. sterling less duty than would be payable 
on the same quantity of tobacco imported if an 
American ship; the whole freight at 36s. 
sterling per hogshead would only amount to 
7001. sterling, which (after deancting the coun- 
tervailing duty of 3601.) would leate to the 
American a net freight of only 3441. sterling.” 
Let us onderstand this subject alle more 
fullv than we are able to do from this statement 
of the Committee. 

By the 6th section of the British act, tobreco 
of the United States is made liable to the same 
daties of custom and exeise as tobecto im- 
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porte by British subjects froin any British co- 
tony or plantation im America; subjeet never- 


theless, to all the regulations aad restrictions 


relating to ‘the importation and esxpdrtation 
thereof, providled in an aet passed the 2gth 
year of his Majesiv’s retga, entitled, “ An act 
for repealing the duties on tobacco and snuff, 
and for grantinz pew dutics in lieu thereof ;” 
and in another act, passed the 13th year, with 
the same title. Ly those acts, tobacco mn- 
ported into Great Britain, whether in British 
or American bottoms, may be warchoused free 
of expence on the importer’s owa bond for pay- 


ment of the duties within 18 months, and if 


within that time the same is taken out for re- 
exportation, the bond is caneelicd without pay- 
ment of any duty whatever; but if itis taken 
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. ferent samples. 








out for home-consumption, it is then subject to | 


the fall duties payable by law, which duties are 
6-20d. customs and Is, Id. excise, naking in 
the whole, ls. 7d. 20 sterling per pound, sul- 
lecl also if inporicd in American vessels, 19.6. 
the 100 pound, or 7-10ths of a farthing per 
pound, and averaging hogsheads at 1100lb. 
(which is believed to be nearer the truth than 
1200, as asserted by the Committee) makes 
10s. Gd. the hogshead ; standing thus, 
Duty of customs and excise on hogsheads 

imported ia British ships - - - {£87 1 8 
If imported in American ships, - - + 8717 2 

From this statement it will be seen, first, 
that what is called the countervailing duty on 
tobaceo, instead of being 10 per cent. en the 
Cuties, as it might have been by the treaty, and 
which in place of 16s. Gd. would have amount- 
ed to |. 8-14-2, per hogshead, falls some frae- 
wons short of 1 per cent. Secondly, That this 
duty is only paid by the purchasers for home 
consumption ; that is, the English tobaccouist 
advances the duty, which is ultimately paid by 
ile consumer. Thirdly, That the exported to- 
bacco from Great Britain pays no duty at all. 
And here it may be observed that all things be- 
ing equal, that tobacco will have the preference 
for exportation, which is entitled to the draw- 
back, thus Jeaving the British imported tobacco 
tur home consumption, and giving the prefer- 
nce to the American ; on the whole it 1s be- 
lieved and it is calenlated by those most con- 
versant with this subject, that three hogsheads 
in. four will be .ce-exported, so that three- 
fourths of the tabaced is not even affected by 
the countervailing duty ; 400 hogsheads, as 
stated by tlie Committee, may be taken as the 
avérage burden of, ships ; 100 only, we have 


seen, are subjeet to the countervailing duty, 
Which at 16s, Gd. the hogshead, is 821. 10s. or 
3:39 Collars 40-100 cents, more on a cargo, if 
: apex ted inAmerican, than imported. in British | 
vottors, instead of between fiteen and sixteen’ 


hundred dollars... Thus then we see, that the 


Ay th duty. on. to acco, whielf has been 
nuiaaities 
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cnougn to outweigh the difference of dif. 
. Phe report next. states, that « R 
imported tnio’ Great Britain in an American 
ship, is charged ‘with a duty of  eightpence 
8-10ths sterling per hundred weight more than 
when imported in a British ship; this extra 
duty amounts on a tierce of rice, to about 
3s. Od. sterling ; the freight of a tierce of rice 


ice, when 


ay b No person 
WHI give 15s. gd. tn an American, when hie 
can have the same carried for 12s. ina British 
ship.” Ilere we have the same charge to make 
against the Committee as in the two preceding 
érticles, that they have presented so lame and 
partial a view of the subject, as is calculated to 
mislead those who are not alteady couversant 
with the business. 

By the 7th article of the British statute of 
July 1797, it is ‘provided that any rice, being 
the growth of the United States, which shall 
be imported from thence into Great Britain, 
may be landed in certain enumerated ports, and 
warehoused under the joint locks of his Ma- 
Jesty aud the importer, in such warchouses as 
shall be approved of by the commissioners of 
customs, free of duty, unless it shall afterwards 
be taken out for home consumption, in which 
ease the rice is liable, previously to its being 
taken out of the warehouse, to the full duties 
payable by law on British imported rice, and 
also to the countervailing duty, which, as ap- 
pears fiom inspection of the table, is consider- 
ably under the 10 percent. But it is impor- 
tant to observe, that when the article is inthe 
greatest demand, and consequently when it 
will command the greatest price, which hap- 
pens not unfrequently, it is admitted entirel) 
duly free. 

Again, «© Pot and pearl ashes pay a coun- 
tervailing., duty: of 2d. 14-15ths the hundred 
weight. A cask of ashes contains about three 
hundred weight : the extra duty on that by an 
Ameriean ship will be nine-pence per barrel— 
the freight of such barrel is presumed to be 5s. 
or 5s. Gd. sterling in time of peace ; a difference 
of nine-pence sterling per barrel will effectually 
give the carriage to British ships of all the ashes 
exported from the United States to Great Bri- 
tain.” ) 

The Committee até undoubtedly correct in 
point of fact, as far as they go, (except that ie 
stead of 5s. or 58. Gd, it should be 75. 6d, or 8s.) 
but their statement is materially defective, and 
their conclusion altogether erroneous. re 
pose two ships in the port of London of ~ 
tons each, and capable of carrying Say Sy 4 
bbls. the one American, the other British, an 


both up for freight, ‘and a merchant wanted to 


‘t brought-from the United States a cargo ot 
Sot or year ashes. ‘ ‘I'he British ship, by st 
ing hable to the'dountervailing duty on 


‘return home; would’ save her nine-pence ol 


ling per barrel on her ashes, oF about J TE a. 
larson" dhe whole ago s” bat as thes 
cach to ; rip 5 OU & € . rgo of Engt +5 g which 
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which the duties amount to 50,000, as is some- 
times the case, the American ship, as an offset 
to the 140 stivers, the countervail at London, 
pays a less duty here than her competitor, by 
5,000 dollars. "This observation will substan- 
tially apply to Cotton, and the other articles 
afierwards mentioned, It would be the sane 
thing if the first voyage was made from the 
United States to Great Britain. Really it per- 


plexes us nota little to comprehend the force | 


of the Committce’s conclusion, that suffering 
the countervail to remain on both these vessels, 
would effectually give the carriage to the British 
ships of all the ashes exported from the United 
States to Great Britain. 

<< "The Committee take leave to refer the 
House to a table of duties imposed by Great 
Britain, on goods imporied tn American and 
British ships, which was printed the last sces- 
sion of Congress, and is herewith exhibited.” 
We do the same thing, and then ask the Com- 
mittee to single out an article, if they can, on 
which the countervail exceeds “ 10 per cent. 
on the produce and amount of the several du- 
ties of customs due and payable by Jaw on the 
importation of the like goods and merchandize 
from the United States in British-built ships 
or vessels,” And if they cannot, all their 
complaints are utterly groundless. 

The Committee next tells us, that * the 
Parliament of Great Britain, by a statute, 
bearing date the 7th of May 1802, has im- 
posed new and additional duties on certain ar- 
ticles, the produce or manufacture of the 
United States,” and as this of course raises 
the countervail, they think proper to say, 
«* adds further to the injury pe sustained 
by American ships carrying such articles.” 
Surely it will hardly be eontended that each 
nation, whenever it deems it expedient, is not 
at liberty to increase its own revenue, regard- 
less.of the rise of the countervail on the other 
nation. The Committee seem to forget, that 
since the treaty we also have laid additional du- 
ties, and of course have raised the countervail 
upon them; and therefore, if it is an injury 
on one side, it is also an énjury on the other. 

' ©The Committee take leave further to state, 
That by the same statute of Great Britain, of 
the 7th of May last, a duty of one half per cent. 
is imposed on all goods, wares and merchan- 
dize, (of the growth or manufacture of Great 
Britain) on their exportation to any port in 
Europe, or within the Straits of Gibraltar, and 
of one per cent. on similar goods. when export- 
ed to any place not being in Europe, or within 
the Straits of Gibraltar, thus subjecting the 
United States to a duty on exports double that. 
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has been nothing like a violation of the treaty, 


; ~ = ° . , ** ree 
inor any contradictian ¢ i ads spare & I he 


| treaty relates exclusively to duties on rm porla~ 
fions ; it neither mentions nor refers to eaper- 
fadion duties; if it had, it woald have been 
the first time we believe that two nations, ever 
by treaty stipulated with each other that they 
would or would not lay ¢ ‘por ‘ation davies ou 
their own vouds, Wires » OY wrere handiz ; 
which, in facet, is neither more nor less than 
laving a home-tax, and collecting it iu the s- 
veral ports, iis ihe most conveub it canacd ee riarn 
war of goling ttim. Besides, as this CN port 
tax relates equeally to British as to Americun 
botioms ero? out of haivope, wad bears jtisd 
as hard on the British colonies as onus, we 
see no propricty in calling Ww a disc rinindtion, 
'|The arguments advanced by this writer, and the 
| = conclusions he has drawn from them, are sun- 
ported by the following importent documents, 
being memorials to Congress from the Merehants 
of Philadelphia and New J ork, against the repeal 
of the discriminating dutics.—Presented Jan. 4, 
1803.] 


To the Senate and [lou eof 4 ‘present tive 
i of the United States.—The Memorial of the 
Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce— Respect- 
fully sheweth, That the acts of Congress, cn- 
titled « An Act, imposing duties on the ton- 
‘* nage of ships and vessels,” and “ An Act, 
making further provision for the debts of the 
United States,” passed in the year 1700, have 
been attended with the most beneficial cons 
quences to the trade of the United States, by 
increasing the shipping thereef to an amount 
suflicient for the carriage of all our productions 
intenced for exportation, and of all foreign at 
ticles necessary for our home consumption, 

Impressed with a conviction of the necessity 
of these laws for the protection of our navige- 
tion, your memorialists feel great alarm for the 
proposition of their repeal, which they are in¢ 
formed is now under the consideration of Con- 
oTesS. 

‘The experience of twelve years has proved 
their efficacy. The import ition of foreign 
merchandize is secured to our own vessels, and 
employs a great amount of tonnage ; and, al- 
though the countervailing duties of Great Bri- 
tain may give to the ships of that nation a pre- 
ference in the carriage of a ftw articles fom 
America, yet, so long as the import trade is 
carried on In our own vessels, we shall tetain 
by far the greatest share of the export trade. 

“The repeal of the countervailing duties on 
the part of Great Britain will not compensate 
as for allowing them a participation in our im- 

rt trade. duties on most of the articles 








which is paid by the nations of Europe. This 
discrimination your Committee believe to be 
in contradiclion to the spirit of the treaties 
existing between the United States and Great 
Britain.” 

We have not been, able to find the statute 
‘here referted to in this city, but we may, how- 
ever, Observe, that aoe to the Commit- 
tee’s own shewing, in Barr phraseology, “ here 





imported into Great Britain from Armerica are 
so low, that the addition of ten per cént. will 


* 


not enable them t6 entérinto competition with 
vessels enjoyin ne advantages of the return 
freights; but <hould thé acts of 1790 be re- 
pealed, the slips of Great Britain. per- 
mitted to bring to the United States the a 
ducts and manufactures of all countries, whilst 
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by the operation of their fiavigation act we 
shall be restrieted in our trade to that nation, 
to the carriage-of goods, the growih or mann- 
facture of our own country oniy, Nor will a 
repeal of the act alluded to give to Great. Bri- 
tain alone the advantages we have mentioned ; 
they will be enjoved by other nations, whose 
vessels will be allowed all the privilezes of 
American built ships, without an equivalent 
on their part. . 

Your memorialists belieye, that Jaws for the 
protection of American buiit vessels, owned 
by Awerican citizens, are equaliy advantageous 
to the agricultural, manafacturing and com- 
mercial interests, Placed at a great distance 
from Europe, we may hope we shal! seldom 
be involved in the wavs which so often afflict 
that portion of the globe, and our experience 
for several years past demonstrates the advan- 
tages enjo.ed by a neutra] pation, possessing 
the means of exporting its own merchandjzein 
its own vessels. 

Believing that 2 repeal of the laws before 
ment.oned wil} discourage ship-building, de- 
prive our country of the profits at present de- 
rived irom the employment of American ves- 
sels, and ajiin mace us Cependent.on forgign 
nations for tuc exportation of the producis of 
our soil,’. our memorialists pray that the said 
laws may not be repeeled. 

[ Preseated January 24, ¥803.] 


TO THE HON, THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THEUNITED STATES 


MERCE OF TUE CITY OF NEW YORK, RE- 

SFECTEULLY SHEWS, : . 

That vour memorialists view with muchalarm 
the rencwal of an attempt to repeal the acts 
mating diserimination between A:merican and 
foreign duties on imports and tonnage, and 
pray leave to submit te che consideration of 
Congress the follawing ebjections : 

Ist, It wiil diminish the revenue to an 
amount, which, taking past years as the guide, 
would not be jess than 450,000 dollars per 
annum, 

edly, I: will essentally injure the commerce 


of the United States, asiiis effect will be by | 


opening the market for freight to the lowest 
bidder, to. shift. the carrying trade from the 
hands of out own merchants iato these of fo- 
reioners, . This, your .memorialists believe, 
wili ap from the following considerations’: 

Isty:Koreigners. build: their vessels mech 
cheaper:than we can da. 


pak, (which besides is nearly exhausted). costs, 


From actual calen- | 
lation, «it is found: that a vessel, built of Euso- 
pean-oak,) amcbequal to these buultof our lixe 


« 


when equipped’ for sed,. at the rate of 8C stivers ' 


25 cents. per teas and if: bui:t.jin Finland, of 


In.diuration te qurecammon gak, and fitted for 
sea in. thesame mannery she Wil! gastsat the 
Faie of 19-stivers nes,ton 5 Webleaichomioan 
yesseis, built of our. common eak, and:not sq 
well equipped, will cost at the rate of from 40 








stivers to 45 stivers per ton; but if built of live 
oak and cedar, she will cost at the rate of from 
50 stivers to 55). per ton. 

fdly, The materials composing equipment, 
such as iron, hemp, sail cloth, &e. &Xc. areal] 
cheaper abroad than they are here, and the price 


| of labour for working them is supposed to be 


50 per cent. less there than in the United 


| States. 


Sdly, Foreigners navigate cheaper. Seamen's 
wages are lower, and many of their crews 


| consist of apprentices without wages. hie 


apprentice act of Great Britain renders it in- 
cumpbent on every owner or master of a vessel 
to take with him a certain number of gppren- 
tices, and this they find so advantageous, that 
they frequenily double or treble that number; 


| more especially vessels fram the north of Eng- 


land. Every merchant engaged in commerce 
knows. that the Hollanders, Hamburghers, 
Danes, Swedes, &c. &c. man their vessels 
with a still greater proportion of apprentices ; 
and in the cheapness of their living, cloathing, 
&e. &c. they have a very material advantage 
over the vessels of the United diates. 

Thus it appears that foreigners ean build 
cheaper, and sail their vessels cheaper ‘van we 
can; and it may be added, that Eurepcats are 
generally satished with a less gain than the 
Amcrican merchant gan afford to receive. 

Lastly, Although it has been said, that for 
us to meet the advance on the part of Great 
Britain, and to repeal our cougtervailing acts, 
would place the two nations on an equ! foot- 
ing, yet your memorialists conceive, that while 


' Great Britain retains her present navigation act, 


this would be very wide of the truth. | We on 
our part should thus permit Great Britain ta 
bring bithernot only goods the growth or ma- 
nufacture of that couniry, but of all others, 
while cn her:part, by the navigation act we 
have just referred to, we shall be expressly con- 
fined to the carriage of goods, the growth or 
manufacture of the United: States. To this 
may be added, that British vessels would then 
bring a cargo irom -their Gwn country to this, 
take a freight here to their colonies, where our 
vessels are not admiited, and from thence a 
third freight home, making thus three freights 
in ane voyage. ‘Phe value of the importation 


-cangoes is so much greater than the value of our 


exportation datiable catgoes, that the extra du- 
tics paid by the foreigner are, in many. Cases, 
ual, -and‘in'some cases more than equal, to 
the whole fraght; so xt ig acts apt be 
now proposed to be abolished, operate neary’’ 
a peloton to the foreigner, aad leave us, 10 
a. manner, without. cempetitors.. in our own 
market.) 4 Jets eee TEE # MU f oe pe : 
. After all-that has been, said, it har‘ly needs 
to be added; that if our parts.are thrown 20H 
to foreign; on: the same.terms with. oe Vier 


‘xessels, as+by this repeat is contemp/ais ‘ite 
it is in vain to: too. opine sme RO 
to the British,) they will croud our what 
undggbid our freight, mor the mad 
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and leave the American vessels idly to rot ia 
our docks. Your memorialists have, there- 
fore, no hesitation in declaring, that in their 
opinion this measure will be a fetal blow to the 
American carrying trade. 

It would be easy te show in the detail that 
this would in its COlusequences prove extremely 
injurious to ‘be cgricultaral and the mechanical 
classes of Gui citizens. A few general obser- 
vations only will be indulged. 

Ist, As to the acricuitural—Although, ge- 
nevally speaking, freight is paid by the consum- 
er, and therefore it may be said it is immaterial 
to tue farmer how high or how low it mav be, 
yet this is not che case when the demand ceases 
or slackens; it then falls back on the husband- 
man. But to transfer our carrying trade to fo- 
reigners, will be to lessen very much the chance 


of the demand. The active enterprize of the | 
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American merchant is constantly looking | 


abroad to every part of the world for a market, 
and if it is any where to be found, or if there 
is only a reasouable presumption that it may be 
found, ‘the farmer niects with a ready vent for 
his produce. Perhaps the calculations of the 
merchant may be disappointed, and he even 
ruined ; “yet the misfortune reaches not the 
farmer, he has the same benefit of a good mar- 
ket. But should the Amierican vessels once 


disappear, he must then lie entirely at the | 


mercy of chance-adventurers for a market ; and 
when the demand is not very great, the price 
of the freight will be deducted from the article 
itself. All this must necessarily tend essen tially 
to lessen the value of the farmer's produce. 
2div, As to the mechanics.—That numerous 
class of mechanics, who are connected with 
ship-building, the carpenter, the blacksmith, 
the sail-maker, the rope-maker, &e. &e. will 
of course be deprived of employment ; their 
labour will neither be wanted nor paid for. 

‘To eonclude.—Our ships being thus banish- 
ed from our shores, we shall no longer furnish 
anutsery fot our seamen, but that valuable 
class of citizens will be driven to seek for their 
bread in other countries, and in any future Eu- 
ropean wars which may happen, and which 
are constan# liable to happen, we shall find 
ourselves without seamen or ships to avail our- 
selves of that neutral position, which reflection 
and experience equally warrant us in caleulating 
upon, as one of the blessings allied to our re- 
mote and secure situation. 

On the whole, your memorialists cannot re- 
frain from expressing the belief with which 
they are strongly imipressed, that to repeal the 
discriminating laws. which have operated so 
happily to increase our naviga and com- 
merce, would be a measure highlv prejudicial 
to various and important interests in: the com- 
munity, detrimental to the revenues of ‘the 
country, and’in a national pointof view, ex- 
tremely impolitie. ‘They therefore pray that 
the repeal may not take place: 
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ON THE CULTIVATION AND MANUIACTURE OF 
COTTON IN AMERICA. 

[ The following Essay was originally published in the 
Philadelphia Aurora. ‘The mar ds clearly points 
out the propricty of establishing some. branches of 
manufacture in the United states, for the con- 
sumption of part of the staple commodities of the 
country. After a comparison of all the different 
branches which may be pursued, he gives the 
preference to that of Cotton, which, from various 
causes, he proves might be carried on with great 
advantage to America | 
TO THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA. 

Enquiries which respect the internal econo- 
my of our country are of a peculiar importance 
to a nation without transmarine dominions, 
and which was born and educated uncer the 
instructions and regimen of an European pa- 
rent. It was not ‘till after the lapse of fouriwen 
years from the period of separation, that we be- 
came united in that sysiem of civil polity (dif- 
ferent from every ancient or modern plain) 
which we enjoy at this tinve.—It was not ull 
afier a longer term that we freed the American 
min« from the intiuences of the principles of 
the ecclesiastical establishments and ins/itu- 
tions, which predominate in fact or by law in 
the three kingdoms, in union wih which we 
commenced our being. “Lee conmnreieial spiris 
of those kingdoms passed ever to us, occ 
our eyes to be long shut tothe importani truth, 
that ‘he agricultural interest was the mosi in- 
portant in ovr country. Blinded by the some 
cause, we did not perecive that we were capable 
of the uscful arts ana trades, thoneh necessury 
and profitable manufactures had grown up 
among us as spontancous!ly as the trees of our 
forests. 

America has ever profited by deliberate and 
calm self-examination,and no disquisitions have 
tended more to her honour and prosperity than 
those, which have been calculated to produce 
a conduct grounded on the naiure and circum- 
stances of things at home. 

It is now seventeen years since the course of 
those enquiries led us to enter upon the subjeet 
of the MANUFACTURING BRANCHES Of fade, 
in more form aad with as much zeal as at any 
former period. ‘The advancement of the manu- 
factures of the instruments of defence, of paper, 
books, maps, priats, and other things tstra- 
mental to useful knowledge and science, of 
houseliold fabrics, of the implements of ogri- 
cultare, navigation, and the useful trades, of 
every description of furnituce and carriages, of 
sugar, snuff and tobacco, of malt and spirituous 
liquors,” &c. &e. evinoe the beneficial conse- 
quences. \ : 

The object of this address is to pursue do- 
mestic enquiry—to pursue ition relation to home 
manufacturcs—g pursue it wedh a vicw to the 
adoption (perhaps) of anew princtple of pub- 
lic conduct. To this end. a quesuon is. pro- 
posed to be respectfully submitted to the tederab 
and state governments. 


mal’ ioned 








<<. 











o 


eS eee 





‘4 i 
ae 


eae eed 


a 





fm oe AE 
_——- —e a 


> eer ee 
a tern mn 


-— — oe 


ee 


2060 AMERICAN AFFAIRS. 


«© Whether the Unitcd Stuves may not sufeln 
“© and profitally make an experiment of well 
«* devised and complete encouragements to some 
* one Lranch of American manitjuciures 3 and 
“© what that braneh should be ¢” 

Many of the most early and zealous friends 
ef American manufactures have hitherto ‘re- 
frained from suggesting that the productions of 
our domestic arts and trades should be general/y 
encouraged by high duties on the unportation 
of foreign rival goods. ‘They have feared to 
mnpede the improvements of the country by ex- 
eessive duties on foreicn articles used in build- 
ing houses, stozes,mills,dc. They have feared to 
nnpede the progress of knowledge by excessive 
duties on foreign books, and the instruments of 
science. ‘Fhey have feared to burthen é/e poor, 
the young beginners, the industrious, and the 
greal mass of the people, by excessive duties on 
foreign manufactured goods, for their clothing, 


Surmture, and general consmuption. "he best 


friends of American mayufactures have feared 
that high general duties might emberrass or 
derange our finances and public eredit, by af- 
fecting fair and free importation. ‘hey have 
prudently respected the doubis ofamany of our 
teHow-citizens about our interest in mannfac- 


dures, and our abilities to produce tiem. hey | 


have been unceriain about the wequisition. of 
forcign machmery, manufacturing seerets, and 
artizans. ‘Lhey have seen the possibility that 
foreign trade laws might be so framed as entire 
ky to prevent the importation of the properest 
Faw materials. ‘They have feared that too 
many of our farmers might be diverted frona 
avriculiure to mauufactures, Other objections 
have oceurred, and the moderation, prudence, 
apd candour of the triends of American manu- 
fuctures have chearfully yielded to every rea+ 
sonable doubt, andto every fair argument, in its 
dull weight. : 

dt has happened, however, that for the mere 


purposes of revenue, an impest has been laid 


upon all foreign rival manufactures. This im- 
post has been cradually increased from 5 to 7 
t-2 10 and FC t-2 per cent. which last is, at 
this time, the lowest rate of duty. It ts also 
true, that for the proper and declared encou- 
ragenient af certain manufactures, additions to 
the lowest rate of duty have been made of 
2 1-2, 5,and 7 1-2 percent. so that various 
American imanutactures are encoutaged — by 
dutics on the forcign rival commodities of 
2 1-2, 15, 17 1-2 and 20 per cent. Besides 
these, there are import duties upon particular 
articles, which are at higher rates. ‘The duties, 
for example, of 8 cents per gallon, on all fer- 
mented malt liquors, and 20 eents per gallon 
on distilled grain ; spirits 6 1-2 to 9 cents per 
i) on refined: sugars;.50 cents. per doz. on 
wool ;and cotton cards ;. 400 cenis per cut. on 
the twine. and-pack-threads ;.25 cents per pair 
on shoes; 2,cents per (on soap and candles ; 
h-cents,and. 22 cents per 4. on manufactu 
wbacco.and snuff, Ke. ke. 
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Under these gradual, moderate and prudent 
encouragements commenced by the States be- 
fore 1789, aud pursued sinee by the federal 70- 
verument, # scene of domestic manufactures 
reflecting henour upon the. internal etatiny 
of the United States, and greatly redounding to 
their benefit, has imperceptibly arisen. We 
hazard once more a revised sketch of them, and 
upon mature reflection, we are vot disposed to 
pe the correctness of the interesturz sum 
tofat, 


An attempt to estimate certain American manufactures, 


Refined sugar, of all kinds, « Dellars 1,000,000 
.  ] 
Shoemakers manufactures, - - 800,000 
Hatters’ ditto, - - - - 1,225,000 
+ . . . . 
Carriages for pleasure, including repairs 
within the year, - . - £00,000 


Carriages for work, including like repairs, — 500,c00 
All leathern goods, exclusive of shoes, 

boats, slippers, and carriage leather, 1,000,000 
Cubinet work of all kinds, framing pic- 


tures, and compositions, - - 1,000,000 
Goldand silver plate and wares, and set 
and fancy work, - - $00,000 


The coAole of our iren manufactures, in- 

cluding farming implements, cannen, 

musquets, steel, He. - - - 4,000,000 
The <vole of our Lemp, flax, cotton, bair, 

wool, and silk, which ure manufactured, 

exclusive of hats, - - = 20,000,000 
Beer, ale, and porter, = = - - 500,000 
Distilled spirits, 10,090,000 gallons from 

molasses, grain, fruit, &c. = - 5,000,000 
Coppersmith’s. work, lead, pewter, and 


hrass wares, - - - - 500,000 
Timmans’ ditto, - - - - 209,000 
Coopers’ wares, oak, pine, cedar, &c. 

for home use, and for our exports, 1,000,000 


Ships, boats, and oars, &c. including re- 
pairs, - - - - " 3,000,000 


Earthen, glass, and stone wares, - 359,000 
Windsor chairs, settees, and painted, 

‘gilt, and varnished ditto, | - - 100,000 
Horn, ivory, and whalehone manufac- 

tures,, - - - - -" 10,900 
Starch, hair-powder,, wafers and glue, 50,000 


Soap and candles, - - - 300,000 
Wire-work, including cotton and wool 


cards, - - - 7 So 50,000 
Wheel-barrows, hand ditto, corn fans, 

plane stocks, machinery, &c. - 50,000 
Paper making, including hangings, 500,000 
Gunpowder, - ~ i ace ee 590,600 


Book printing, binding, and engraving, 1,000,000 


ee 


Dellars 50,835 


It is not believed that any item in the preced- 
ing estimate materially exceeds'the truth, and 
we are Confident that if all unnoticed branches 
were added, it would be im ossible to reduce 
the total sum below fifty millions of dollars. . 

If the list shall be carefully examined it w! 
be found that these manufactures give avas!— 
an immense support to aur’ planters, farmer» 
freeholders, a fishermen, by the net 
our country and fishing} oduce,; and for but! 


ings, and that some of them are highly ere 
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able to the American ship owners, by employ- 
ing laported molasses, sugars, skins, woods, 
dyes, metals, hemp, flax, wool, tallow, and 
other raw materials and ingredients. 

Are we prepared to sacrifice this nolle en- 
creasiug Lranch of American industry 2—Will 
we sufler ourselves to neglect it for a moment? 
Will we not rather continue prudently to nurse, 
to foster, and to encourage the useful arts and 
manufactures? There can be but one opinion 
—one reply. But it ought to be the unani- 
mous endeavour to promote American manu- 
factures ewith as much deliberation and pru- 
dence as effect. Let us take care not to disturb 
our ecessary revenues, not to derange our well 
ordered finances, not to unpose wrredasonat le 
burdens on the consumer, not to attempt ma- 
nifest tmpracticabilities, not to impede our 
young improvements, and not to aim at doe 
much by touching the subject with strong alter- 
Natives at foo many points. 

We cannot at this crisis encourage, by addi- 
tional, encreasing and prohibitory duties, «dd 
American manutactures, without producing 
most of the evils we have held up, in candid 
prudence, in this iavestigation. It is not meant 
therefore to press upon the public considera- 
tion, at this moment, any geucral measures to 
promote American manufactures. it is not 
intended here to ask even the considcration of 
such measures in favour of any éwe branches ; 
itis merely wished that new and proper pro- 
tections and encouragement may be considered 
in reference to some one single branch. No 
material or sudden diminution of our revennes 
can be produced by higher duties not very 
slowly encreasing wpon a single branch; and 
N0 Objection to a general forcing of manufac- 
tures more deserves to be respected than the 
possible injuries to our revenue, finances and 
publie credit. "These are never to be injured— 
never to be put at hazard. Let them be for 
ever protected by all our prudence, and by pee 
fect good faith. But let us proceed to select, 
merely by way of example, a single branch of 
American manufactures, and apply to, its dis- 
cussion our soundest principles and our best 
reflections. 

The cotton manufacture of the United States 
of Amcrica is proposed to be encouraged, ex- 
tended, protected and estublished by all the 
means in our power. Being a single branch of 
manufacture, it cannot put any large sum of 
present revenue at hazard. The amount of 
cotton goods imported is very far inferior to 
that of the woollen goods imported ; it is also 
supposed to be considerably inferior to the 
valae of the linen goods imported, . The iron 
goods imported are likewise greatet in value ; 
the datieson foreign liquors, and foreign 
éugarsbarecmuch greaters’ As therefore the 
present duties on cotton goods are. not even of 
secondary consequence in our seale of revenue, 

rdduat diminution of that part of the revenue 
Id inot: sensibly affect; eur resources. As 
the reveriue from no single article can derange 
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our treasury business, so this particular revenve 
(from foreizn cotton goods) cannet from ite 
moderation be even felt; but if we raise the 
duty on such goods from 12 or 15 to 20 or 25 
per cent. the first year, the extra duty ona less 
quantity imported may yield nearly an equal 
revenue. tis respectfully submitted, whethey 
these considerations do not obviate the objec- 
tions, justly urged at this time, against the dan- 
vers of universal hich protecting duties destroy- 
ing or deranging our dinposé revenue. 

The vast extent of country which will pro- 
duce cotton, is a serious consideration te in- 
duce a selection of it for extraordinary encows 
ragement. From the southern boundaty to the 
fortieth degree of north latitude, cotton hag 
certainly been produced. It may therefore 
prove to be worthy of the attention of all our ci- 
tizens, Jiving south of a line drawn from 'Tem’s 
river, through Philadelphia and Pittsburg ; and 
this invaluable plant does not refuse its increase 
in light, weak and stony soils. 

The manufacture of cotton merits the uni- 
versal consideration of the American people, 
because it will render cotton-wool a permanent 
staple article of agriculture and trade; and, by 
fixing it for ever upon that footing, will inake 
an Important addition to the variety of Amieti- 
can commodities, and of course to the stability 
of their prices. If all our coi nirymen we re 
employed in raising rice, tobacco, wheat, and 
cattle, those commodities would often be dis- 
tressingly low from their redundance ; but if 
half the states shall raise tevs of millions of 
cotton, then will our wheat, cattle, &c. sup- 
port much better prices. 

As the cotton manufacture is effected more 
than any other by labour, saving machines, it 
is freer from the objection of the dearness of 
labour than any other; and it is perfectly clear, 
that the dearness of Jabour ts an argument for 
any labour-saving plan. 

As there are very few of our native citizens 
who understand the cottun manufacture by 
machines, the promotion of this branch will 
not divert many of our farmers from agricul 
ture. 

We have an unlimited command of the 
powers of steam, horses, draught oxen and 
water, to move our cotton machings and mills, 

We have lately disengaged the powers of the 
earth to prodiice cotton, by the Sabotery and 
extensive use of a yaricty of mills and machines, 
to free the cotton-wool from the cotton-seed, 
Fifty thousand dollars have been granted by a 
single state to purchase the patent right of a 
cotton-¢inning or cleaning machine within its 
own jurisdiction. This’ facet does honour to 
the wisdom, spirit and fairness of South Ca- 
rolina. We have obtained and possess the 
common hand spinning jefiny, which makes 
by one person, male or female, from '40 to 120 
cotton threads at one time; also the carding 
machine td'2d by hand, tarse, Ox, or water; 
also the roving thaching, to reduce Coin wool 
into ropes or yards of the <izd Uf a pwere qe ; 
. . uve 
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also the mule, spinning by hand 120 fine 


threads ; also the water-spinning machinery of 


Arkwright, to spin perpetually at any mill 
seat. We also pessess the machinery for 
doubling and twisting thread, for hosiety, and 
the British and German stocking-weaver’s 
looms, for making every article of hosiery, 
from feet-socks to pantaloons, 

There have arrived in the United States from 
Europe, a very considerable number of engine 
and machine makers, carders, spinners, rovers, 
twisters, weavers, callico-printers, dyers, &c. 
ready to work on wages as moderate as they 
received in Great Britain, Ireland, 2nd other 
paris of Europe. ‘These persons want employ- 
ment in their owa proper lines of business, 
Every man among them who succeeds in this 
country, will induce others to follow. him. 
There are important and unalterable circum- 
stances in the United States to draw men to 
us, who are acquainted with every useful art 
and manufacture. Some of the most obvious 
of these are, perfect religious liberty; a sober 
equality of civil rights; the cheap and casy ac- 
quisition of freehold estates for residence, ma- 
nufactorics, and farms; the cheapness of go- 
vernment, and consequent moderation of taxes ; 
the rare phenomenon of a voluntary executive 
and legislarive reduction and abolition of duties 
and excises; the non-existence of tythes, ex- 
cises, and national land-tax; the perfect secu- 
rity of property; the uniform success of nu- 
merous well intentional emigrants, and par- 
ticularly from Great Britain and Ireland, Ger- 
many, France, Holland, Switzerland, and 
Sweden. It is impossible to conceive, that 
there can be any miscalculation, in confidently 
relying upon every necessary acquisition of the 
aid of foreign artists to conduct the American 
cotton manufactory, if it shall be vigorously 
and effectually encouraged by law, w we 
remember the great numbers of useful and able 
mea, whu have come to us from foreign coun- 
tries, as ministers of religion, instructors. of 
the rising generation, 4 iy PACT ye lawyers, 
physieians, merchants, land and sea officers, 
manfacturefs, mechanics, journeymen, ma- 
riners, and labourers in every line. If we 
have had such extensive advantages in procur- 
ing valuable foreign emigrants, who have been 
completely successful in branches not con- 
nected with labour saving machinery, can we 
doubt much more rapid and t success in 
branches, where the saving of labour by the 


i uity and skill of one thousand hands. will 
yield y 


on and us the benefits of ten thou- 
Sands: 
It is favourable to an attempt to establish the 


cotton manufacture, that a large proportion of 


the foreign cotton goods, which we import, 
are dyed, stained, printed, or in some way 
coloured ; because, indigo, woad, madden, 
various barks, and other dye-stuffs are produced 
in the United States; and other dye-stuffs, 
which we do no: produce, are daily imported 
from. foreign countries, and reshipt Gear bees 
to other forcign parts. 





In ancient Greece and Macedonia, now ens 
slaved provinces of European Turkey, twenty 
thousand bales of cotton-wool, eich weishine- 
three hundred pounds, are spun annually into 
yarns or threads, and dyed with their own ver- 
million. The Greek and Macedonian women 
use neither the great nor the small spinwing- 
wheel, nor ‘the jenny, the mule, the water 
spinning Reig, nor the Catding nor rov- 
ing machinery. They use only the spindle, 
without any addition. It is impossible then to 
doubt, that these states must succeed in tke 
matiufacture of their own cotton, with the 
powerful and various aids of the modern Euro- 
pean labour-saving machinery, to card, rove, 
spin, and twist. With such aids, and with 
all our other means and advantages, we cannot 
fail to succeed in a business, in which the un- 
happy subjects of the! civil and. religious des- 
potsm of ‘Turkey have, for a series of years, 
done so much for domestic and. foreigu cou- 
sumption. 

There is an important reason for premoting 
our own cotton manufactures, arising. ont of 
the present circumstances of the East Indies. 
We receive from thence great quantities of 
cotton goods, which.are not {as the manufac- 
tures of Great Britain) made out of our own 
cotton. The use of those East India cotton 
age is doubly. injurious: first, because we 

not manufacture them; and, secendly, be- 
cause we do not produce the cotton of which 
they are made... Though those ports of India 
belong to Great Britain, the parlidment has 
absolutely prohibited the consumption of their 
cotton manufactures in Britain and Ireland. 
Those goods, of coutse, come to us in wnuch 
greater quantities to rival the foreign and do- 
mestic manufacturers of our cotton. H we 
were to refuse or burden the importation, the 
British East nei, would extend the cultiva- 
tion of sugar, cofite, cocoa, .ginget, spices, 
pimento, arnatto, and. other things adapted to 
their climate, which we consume and do not 
ourselves produce.—They would manafacturc 
more silks, more saltpetie, and other fabrics, 
which we might require and admit, because 
they de not injure our Jgriculture, nor inter- 
fere with our cautious, but steady and unceas- 
ing endeavours to establish the American m1- 
nufacture of cotton goods. - 

It is obvious. to man of correct in- 
formation relative to the four original.eastern 
states, that. they are in a very serious situation 
se to wogd.and fod... ‘Their bu 

lly of wood,, and require lange quantiles 





cas as it ed ork 
is, pot ash, Spirits, | foal ’ 
molasses, , isousehold el and 
maleate hie, eclation is oe and 
increasi They have no minesof ,coa. 
The coal mines of the east are all in the hands 
of the British colonists. On those oe = 
portant suggestion is respectfully submit =. 


ildings.are very 
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the consideration of the people of the states 
east of the ship channel of the Hudson; that 
in every system of measures to promote the 
domestic or internal industry of. thosé states, 
endeavours should be made to avoid new calls 
for wood: and fuel of every kind. ‘This sugges- 
tion is of a deeper intrinsic importance than 


may appear, at first view, to those to whom it | 


is new. We will offer, as two examples, the 
British manufactures of iron, and the British 
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manufactures of cotton. We believe that the 
permanent and extensive establishment of the 
British manufactures of iron, in the states‘east 
of the’ parts of the Hudson navigable by ships, 
would prove very difficult from the total want 
of mines, pit or fossil coal, from the scarcity 
of wood for making charcoal, from the great 
scarcity ef peat and turf there, and from the 
scarcity of wood for fuel and buildings. But 
we believe, that the very small use of fuel in 
the cotton manufacture itself, and the limited 
use of fuel by the people in that branch, which, 
effected by machinery, requires little fire fo 
warm the small proportion of persons em- 
ployed, are circumstances plainly and greatly 
in favour of the adoption ef the cotton branch 
in the eastern parts of the United States. It is 
certain, that wood is become extremely: scarce 
in all the old counties east of Hudson’s river, 
and that not one productive coal-mine has been 
discoVered between the Delaware river and the 
easterh boundary of the United States. The 
wood and timber of Maine are consuming with 
great rapidity, and since freights are reduced 
by peace, will go forth in immense quanti- 
ties. Ifisso distant from Connecticut, Rhode 
Island and Providence, and Massachusetts pro- 
per, that it will become a dear, as well asa 
mere temporary source of supply to them for 
timber and fuel, if manufactures by fire em- 
ploying numerous persons, who must be kept | 
warm in-a méist and cold climate, are to be 
extensively and ‘permanently pursued. The 
true manufacturing policy of our eastern states 
is to Carry to the utmost all household manu- 
favtures, afd establish factories by labour, sav- 
ing machinéry at the heads of their ship or 
boat navigation, where they’can derive the 
highest possible degree 6f benefit of their own 
wood and fuel, and of wood and fuel imported 
coastwise or from foreign ports, Cotton it 
will be found, therefore,-is the properest raw 
.material for them to employ. ‘The saine re- 
marks apply to New Jersey and Delaware in 





full force. , omar] 
If the north-eastern moiety of the United | 
States Shall forthwith establish extensive and | 
profitable manufactures employing cotton, | 
which can be raised in immense quantities in | 
the souihetn states, it will bind the members 
of our union more and more together, To de- | 
fend, promote, and preserve our union, is the | 
fondest object of every sound mind, of every 
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faithful heart, native or foreign, which partakes 
in the numerous blessings of our country. 

It is beyond a doubt, that the use of cotton 
cloth for the under garments of man, next to 
the skin, contributes greatly to health in damp, 
chilly, and cold climates. In this view shirt- 
ing, sheeting, and hosiery of cotton would 
prove far more salubrious than of flax, in 
certain seasons, in every quarter of America, 
and particularly in the parts east of the Hud- 
son. 

Every extensive manufactory that depends 
on a foreign raw material, is extremely preca- 
rious,’ because foreign laws, treaties, and wars 
may diminish or prevent the importation. But 
as cotton is raised by ourselves, and will ever 
be redundant, the cotton manufacture will rest 
upon a more certain foundation than a manu- 
facture which should employ any other raw 
material whatever. 

The variety of fabrics, to the making of 
which cotton can be applied, is a very im- 
portant consideration in favour of attempting 
the cotton manufacture, in preference to any 
other. The stoutest and the coarsest blankets 
can be made of the refuse cotton, and cambric 
muslins, of the most exquisite fineness, can 
also be made of cotton; the most beautiful 
table-cloths and napkins, and coarse carpets; 
the stoutest corduroys, and muslins light as 
air ; dimities, Marseilles-quilting, shirting, 
sheeting, tickings, pillow-cases, jeans, jeanets, 
fustians, denims, cottonades, fine and coarse 
hosiery for every age and sex, pintaloons, 
vests, mock cassimers, mock serges, mock 
coating, mock cloths, neck and pocket hand- 
kerchiefs, lining and pocketings, dress and 
undress, and chamber gowns, bed and window 
cuitains, furniture covers, cravats, swansdowns, 
mole-skins, plushes, velvets, and in short va- 
rious goods applicable, as usual, to every pur- 
pose, or as substitutes for other fabrics here- 
tofore made of wool, hemp, flax, silk, and 
hair. Such is the unlimited capacity of the 
native North American raw material, whose 
future mannfacture, under the protection of 
our government, we carnestly and respectfully 
recommend to the immediate consideration of 
all our public authoritics. 

A FRIEND OF AGRICULTURE. 
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'Table of the Number of Bankruptcies, from) 
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ENGLISH AND FRENCH STOCKS, BIRTHS, &c. 
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Table of the Prices of the Three per Cent. Table of the Prices of the French Five per Cont. 
Consols, from Fanuary to Fuse 18035 Consolidés, from Fanuary to Fune 1803, ine! 
inclusive. elusive. 
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Account of the general meeting of the Britith. creditors 
in the French funds, 119 

~ of the celebration of Mr, Windham’s birth- 
day at Norwich, 863 

Ads, lift of, paffed during the fecond feffion of the fe- 
venth Congrefs of the United States of Anicrica, 2006 

Adams, Mr, late Prefident of the United States of Ame- 
ricay his reply to fome gentiemen who congratulated 
him on the anniverfary of his birthday, 2044 

Addington, Mr. his modeit aflurance, Detedétor’s letter 
ony 44 

——————, Mr. the fubftance of his fpeech in the com- 
mittee of ways and means noticed, 48 

» Mr. expofure of the fallacy of his financial 
ftatements, 82 

o—————, Mr. fallacy of his financial ftatements ex- 
pofed, 406, 441 

» Mr. his miniftry compared by Lord Tem- 

ple to blunt conduétors, 415 

» Mr. Mr. Cobbett’s firft letter to him on the 

deceptious tendency of his financial ftatements, 513 

» Mr. Mr. Cobbert’s fecond letter to him on 

the deceptious tendency of his financial ftatements, 545 

» Mr, Mr. Cobbett’s third letter to him on 

the deceptious tendency of his financial ftatements, 

containing a comparifon between the receipts and ex- 

penditures of war and peace, 577 

» Dr. his condudt defended by precedent, 595 

» Dr. his excufe, 595 

» Dr. origin of the prevailing influenza, ealled 
“ La grippe,” traced by him, 596 

————, Mr. Mr. Cobbett’s fourth letter to him on 
the deceptious tendency of his financial ftate:nents, 
containing an examination of the account of the con- 
folidated fund, 609 

» Dr. his mode of praétice proved to be nei- 
ther new nor fuccefsful, 618 

— » Mr. expofure of the difgufting mixture of 
cunning and of tolly which has matked his conduct 
with refpeé& to the tonnage duty, 630 

— » Mr. his promile of getting fifty fail of the 
line ready in a month; its falfehood expofed, 475, 
§37—Obfervations on, 694 

» Dr. verfus Cocker, 879 

» Mr. Mr, Cobbett’s letter to him, contain- 
ing ftriétures on the budget for 1803, 916 

————, John Hiley, obfervations on the tran{mi- 
grations and re-tranfmigrations of that keen flatef- 
many 31 

» John Hiley, account of the celebration 

of his birthday, and alfo of the 1f of April, at 

Apothecaries* Hall, 521, 554 

» family of, Marcus’s hint to, 109 

Addingtonian navy, epigram ony’ $55 

Addrefs, Mr. Cobbett’s, tothe public, r 

———~, Buonaparté’s, to the Helvetic deputiess tg— 

to foreigners, Mr. Cobbett’s, on the Mercure 

- Anglois de Cobbett, r6r% | “4 

ei of all the 11 {podtable inhabicauts of Gibraltar 
to his Rs H. the Duke of Keat, 136 Bh ie? 

——+—— of the-city of London to his Majefty on the 
renéwal of the war, 867—Remmarks 00, 895 
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Admiralty, obfervations on the prefent fy ftem of the, 69 

——eemeny W. B.'s letter on the conduct of the, 130 

————-—, condud of, obfervations on, 158 

———-—, on the prefent Board of, 393 

———— Board, Oblerver’s letter on the conduct of 
the, 359 

————, firitures on the conduct of the prefent, 
392, 647 

————, expofure of the condudt of the prefent Board 
of, 478, 694 

——-——, prefent Board of, L. M.'s letter to the editor 
on the meafures of, 710 

——, Board of, Veritas’s letter to the editor, con- 
taining ftri€tures on the conduct of, 837 

*¢ A Fricnd to my Country,” bis letrer to the editor on 
the prefent ftate of the navy, and the probability of 
an invafion, 897 

Agreement between the Seneca Indians, and a company 
of Dutch merchants, for the fale of lands in Ontario 
county, inthe ftatc of New York, 204! 

Akenfide, Dr. admisable quotation from him, defcrip~ 
tion of the prefent miniftry, 415 

America, meffape of the Prefident of the United States 
of, to Congrefs, 136 

—-——-—, United States of, Mr. Cobbett’s letter to the 
people of, on the fatal confequences of the ceffion of 
Louifiana, 170 

—— report of the committee of 
commerce and manufaétures on the meffaige of the 
Prefident of, relative to difcriminating and counter- 
vailiyg dutics, 379 





, ftaterent of the exports of, 
from 1798 to 1799, 384 

— » ftatement of the exports 
from, to the European ftates of Great Britain and 
France, for the year ending Sept. 30, 1802, 384 

—, proceedings of the governe 

ment of, relative to the right of depofit at New OUr- 

leans, 468 
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HBoufe of Reprefentatives, refpecting the tonuage of, 
2922 Uiiges 
Arserica, on the cultivation and manufacture of -cotton 
lly) 2059 c 2 
American veffels,. notice to the mafters of, £17 
— government, difpofition of, 191 
claims, notice -iflued by the commiflfioners 








for, 719 

——-——-—— States, permanent interefts of the, demand 
4 participation in the prefent war againft France, 882 

——-~—— Congrefs, Mr. Staniey’s review of the pro- 
ceedings of, with refpect to the ceffion of Louifiana, 
&c. 1986 

papers, extracts from, relative to the navi- 

gation and commerce of the countries bordering on 

the Mitiffippi, and alfo relative to the exports from 

Canada, 204° 

— difcriminating and Britifh countervailing du- 
ties, exanrination of the operation of, 2047 

Amiens, treaty of, not binding on the country, 464 

Anacreontic, fung at the celebration of Mr. Hiley Ad- 
dington’s birthday at Apothecsries’ Hall, 522 

Anderfon’s Journal of the Expedition to Egypt no- 
ticed, 400 

Annual Regifter, Cobbett’s, forthe year 1802, contents 
of, 259 

Aipetbacarics” Hall, celebration of the 2f of April and 
Mr. Hiley Addington’s birthday at, 521 

April, 1ft of. See Mr. John Hiley Addington, 521 

Argus, the Englith, publifhed at Paris, extraé& from, 
accufing Mr. Windham of encouraging the affaffina- 
tion of Buonaparté, 182—Srri€tures on, 191 

A. R.’s letter on the navy and the mutiny, 67 

——— fecond letter on the prefent ftate of the navy, 353 

Army, Britith, diftribution of, 18, 142, 310, 511, 
922, B44 ’ 

—~—— eftimates, debates on, 1785 

—-— of referve, the King’s meffage to Parliament re- 
lative to, 973—Debates on, 1808, 1817 

Arreft of the Englith in France, reflections on, 826 

Arrété of the Fist Conful of France, prohibiting the 
importation of Britith merchandife, 970 

Artifts are of no country, expofure of the folly and 
bafenefs of this expreffion. Sce Mr. Ker Porters 641 

Auckland, Lord, expofure of the fallacy of his finan- 
cial difplay, 406 

————_—, Lord, the ficady fupporter of all admini- 
ftrations, paft, prefent, and to come, 685 

———-—,, Lord, Mr. Cobbett’s lewer to him on the 
dangerous tendency of his exaggerated financial ftate- 
ments, 685 

» Lord, Mr. Cobbett’s letter to, comparing | 

his Lordflyip’s fupport of the peace of Amiens with 

his former opinions and profeffions, 737 











Authentic papers relative to the rights and claims of the 
people of Malta, 673—Obfervations on, 682, 890 
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Ball, Sir A. his anfwer to the commander of Malta, 556 
—Obfervations on, 564, 620 
Bank refiriction bill, parliamentary debates on, 1233, 
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' 879529 82, 120) 142 2499 310, 3422 40d, | 
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Banks, Sir. Jofeph, reflections on his letter to the Na- 
tional Toftitute, 269 
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Batavian republic, order of his Britannic MaieGy ; 
Council for making reprifals on owners span 

—eon—relcriptions~payable after the peace, decree of 
the Batavian Legiflature relative to the mode of re- 
payment.of, 503 } 

Bath, Knights of, ceremony of the inftallation of, 862 

Bentham, General, Viator’s.cxpofure of the ufelefiels 
_of his projedts; 707 - 

Bill relative to the non-refidence of the clergy, 651 

Births, 19) 1425 250» 310, 342, 564, 627 

Blocks, epigrams on the project of employing them for 

- the purpofe of guarding the mouth of the Thames, 
555» 594 

———, an ode, 594 

Blunt condu¢tors. See Mr. Addington, 415 : 

Board of Admiralty, Obferver’s letter on the conduct of 
the, 359 

Bob and the Doétor, a new fong to an old tune, 398 

Books, new, notices of, 48, 268, goo 

Britith army, diftribution of, £8, 142, 310, 511, 722, 
86 

Bits creditors in the French funds; account of the ge- 
meral meeting of, 119 

—— merchandife, arrété of the Firft Conful of France, 
prohibiting the importation of, 970 

——— navy, diftribution of, 19, 143, 310, 512) 722, 


864, 978 
» obfervations on the prefent ftate of, 58 
Brune, General, ¢eremonies which took place at Con- 
ftantinople on his prefentation to the Grand Vizir and 
to Sultan Selim III. 596 : 
Budget for 18035 Mr. Addington’s fpeech on bringing it 
forward, g06—Obfervations on, 948 
» debates on the report of, 1800 
—~—, India, debate on, 1393, 145% 
Buonaparté’s addrefs to the Helvetic deputies, 1g4—Obfer- 
vations on, 30 
gala drefs, accurate. eftimate of the value 
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note on the project af ereéting a ftatue to 
the memory of Joan ot Arc, 272 

on on the finances of England, 480 
meflage to the Legiflative Body, relative to 
the war with England, 847 ; 
—————— circular, Jetter to the cardinals, archbi- 
fhops, and bifhops of France, commanding them to 
offer up prayers for the fuccefs of the war, 902 
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Burke, Mr. fragment of a letter from him to Dr. Laws 
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Cerernonial of the knighthood and inveftiture of Major. 
general Cradock, 285 
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Sir D. Dundas, 716 

Chambers of commerce, decree of the French Confuls 
relative to the eftablifhment of, 1 5 

- —, Philadelphia and New York, 
their memorials to Congrefs on the repeal of the dif- 
criminating duties, 2055 

Change of Miniftry, obfervations on the rumours rela- 
tive [0, 540) 574, 601, 638, 698, 829 

Chapral, Minifter of the Interior of France, his circular 
letter relative to the furnifhing of flat boats for the 
invafion of England, 970—Obfervations on, 990 

Circular letter, addreffed to the Lond Lieutenants of the 
counties in Great Britain, for calling out and embo- 
dying the militia, 503 

» addrefled by the Secretary of State to 

the Lord Licutenants of the maritime counties in 

Gicat Britain, relative to aliens, 503 

_ to the commanding officers of the re- 

fpeétive corps of [rifh yeomanry, 564 

from the Firft Conful to the cardinals, 

archbifhops, and bifhops of France, gor 

from Chaptal, Miviftet of the Interior of 
France, relative to the furntfhing of flat boars for 
the invafion of England, 970—Obfervations en, 990 

Clergy, non-refidence of, bill relative to, 651 

» Non-refidence bill, debates on, 1485) £497, TST 

Cobbe't, Mr. his addrefs to the public, 1 

—————, his letter to Mr. Wilberforce on his con- 
duct with refpe& to parliamentary reform, 33 

—y, his letter to Mr. Wilberforce on his con- 

duct with refpeé to the compulfory adoption of vac- 

cine inoculation, ana the profecution of Mr. Reeves, 97 

y his addref; to foreigners on the Mercure 

Anglois de Cobbett, 161 

—, his ftridtures on the narrative of the 

movements of the 42d Royal Highland regiment, re- 

lative to the capture of the Invincible ftandard, 166 

» his ictter to the people of the United 

States of America, on the fatal confequences of the 

ceffion of Louifiana, 170 

» his letter to Lord Hawkefbury, on the 
ultimate confequences of the ceffion of Louifiana to 
France, with refpeét to its effects on the Americans, 
226 | , 

Cobbett’s Annual Regifter for the year 1802, contents 
of; 2 

Cobbett? Mr. his addrefs to the public on the completion 
of the fecond volume of his Annual Regifter for 
1802, 257 : 

» his firft letter to Mr. Mackintoth, con- 

taining an examination of his defence of Mr. Peltier, 
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Cobbert, Mr. his firft letter to Mr. Addington on the de- 
ceptious tendency of his financial flatemeuts, 513 
——, his fecond letter to Mr. Addington on the 





deceptious tendency of his financial ftatements, 545. 


y his third letter to Mr. Addington an the 

deceptious tendency of his financial ftatements, con- 

taining a comparifon between the receipts and ex- 

penditures of war and peace, 577 

» his fourth letter to Mr. Addington on the 

deceptious tendency of his financial ftarements, con- 

taining an examination of the account of the Confe- 

lidated Fund, 609 

» his letter to Lord Auckland on the dan- 
gerous tendency of his exaggerated financial ftatementy 
68 

—- : » his letter to Lord Auckland, comparing 
his Lordthip’s firpport of the peace of Amiens with 
his former opinions and profeflions, 737 

» his letter to Lord Hawkefbury on the 

fatal confequences of the peace, and the prominent 

features of the mifconduct of Mimiflers fince the con- 

clufion thereof, 732 

—~——, his letter to Lord Hawkefbury on the pro~ 

minent features of the mifconduét of Minitters fince 

the conclufion of peace, with regard to the prefs, the 
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Louifiana, 801 

» his letter to Mr. Addington, containing 

ftri€tures on the budget for 1803, 916 

» his letter to the Secretary at War, con- 
taining ftri@tures on the army of referve bill, 981 

Commerce, Chambers of, decree of the French Confuls 
relative to the eftablifhment of, 15 
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fore Parliament, 1142 
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the Prince of Wales, rclative to his claims on the 
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Condé, Prince of, his teftimony to the talents and prin- 
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Congrefs, meflage of the Prefident of the United States of 
America to, 136 
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relative to the Englifh agent, Mr. Moore, 141 

Conftantinople, account of the ceremonies which took 
place at, on.the prefentation of the French Ambaffa- 
dor to the Grand Vizir, and to Sultan Selim IIL, 596 
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Conventien between Pruffia and the Batavian republic, 43 

Auftria, Rufiia, and Frances, 134 





























—_——— figned between the civil and military depy. ° 


ties of the regency of Hanover, and the;.commander 
in chief of the French army, 900 
Copy of the information againft Mr. Pelricr, 362 
Cordona, Col. extraét from his journal of the fiege of 


Males, 9730 | 
Correfpondence relative to the exportation of s000 quar 


térs of Corn to Norway, lard before the Houfe of 


Commons, 719 aay eet 
Cotton, of the Cultivation and manufa@ute of, in Amie- 
Council, ie: & of, againft the exportation ’ bf Sora “Or 

| bread, &c- 16 ; ; 
Countries, foreign, 9; SO, 77 334) Tt%, 170, ZI% 
2707 304s 3379 402s,4249 $29 555 596s O22) 70s 


7, 902, 947, 976 





8 Se 


= eae poe 


_ 


SRST 


























2076] INDEX. 


Courfe of exchange, 19, $2, Szy 120, 1435 185, 2505 
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Court of the Thuilleries, defcription of the, 268 
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and inveftiture of, 285 
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Deaths, 19, 120, 250, 343, 533) 564) 627 

Debates, parliamentary, from Thurfday, the 3d of Feb. 
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Table of contents, 1233 | 

Declaration of war againit France, 743 

of France relative to the rupture with Eng- 
land, 840 

of the King of England, accompanied with 

obfervations, from the Moniteur, 1939 

Decree of the French Confuls relative to the eftablith- 
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relative to the duty on fo- 








reign muflins, 16 

--—— of the Imperial commiffion at the dict of Ra- 
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=——-—~ of the French government relative to the por: and 
commerce of Rouen, 181 

#-—-— of the Captain General and Colonial Prefe& of 
Martinico, relative to the duties on French and fo- 
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——— of the Batavian legiflature relative to the mode of 
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after the peace, 503 | 

——— of the French government relative to the town of 
Fluthing, 562-—-Obfervations on, 567 

concerning the foreigners eftablifhed in the colo- 
nies of Martinique and Lucie, 618—Obfervations on, 
629 

Defence of the country, obfervations on the bill for the, 
952 

Deputies, Helvetic, Buonaparté’s addrefs to, 14 —Obfer- 
vations on, 30. 

» Maltefe, their reprefentation to the King of 

Great Britain, 674 

» their letter to Lord Hobart on their 
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Defpard, Edward Marcus, proceedings relative to the 
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